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Matamat.Com

Experts divided over cause of worsening Bangladesh floods
Bangladesh has been hit by increasingly severe floods in recent years but experts remain divided over whether deforestation in Nepal is to blame for the inundation of this low-lying South Asian country. 

Flooding that hit Bangladesh more than a week ago has submerged large parts of the country and left up to four million people marooned, many without fresh water, shelter or food. 

But although most experts agree that flooding appears to be increasing in severity, some say it is only marginally worse than in previous decades, and the cause of the increased flooding is also the subject of debate. 

"Bangladesh will always and has always suffered floods but it is the deforestation that is the main contributing factor in the severe floods of recent years," said Mohammed Ali Bhuiyan, water resources expert at Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology. 

"After deforestation, the top soil from mountainsides is carried downstream from Nepal and eventually the sediment is deposited on riverbeds in Bangladesh. That decreases the depth of the river so they can carry less water and are more prone to flooding," he said. 

But critics of this theory say random variations in the intensity of monsoon rains cause the flooding. 

They point to a United Nations Environment Programme finding that forest cover in Nepal fell only nine percent between 1979 and and 1994, not enough they say to cause an increase in flooding. 

Deforestation is only one of a number of factors that might have aggravated flooding in recent years but the main cause is heavy monsoon rains, they say. 

"When rains are not staggered over each month and happen over just a few days, simultaneously across many parts of the country, we get severe flooding," Mohammed Salim Bhuiyan, of the Flood Forecasting Warning Centre, told AFP. 

Bhuiyan said the severity of recent floods had increased slightly and deforestation was only one of the factors involved. 

"The floods are a little worse but the number of people being killed or made homeless is higher because of the overcrowding we have in this country that forces people to live in areas prone to flooding; before when there was less pressure on land they would not have lived in those places," he said. 

Other factors included increased use of agricultural land for urban development. 

Water runs off land covered in roads and buildings quicker than it drains off agricultural land, making flooding more likely. 

Bangladesh, one of the world's poorest nations, is criss-crossed by a network of 230 rivers, some of which carry melting snow from the Himalaya before emptying into the Bay of Bengal. 

Historical records have allowed meteorologists to study floods in Bangladesh back to 1781, showing that a major flood could be expected every seven years and a catastrophic one every 33-50 years. 

More detailed records since 1954 show the worst flooding since then occurred in 1974, 1987, 1988 and 1998, when 70 percent of the country was submerged in the most serious flood Bangladesh had ever seen. 

Flood control measures in Bangladesh rely heavily on the use of earth embankments along rivers. 

In 1990 the country adopted a "Flood Action Plan" under which 9,143 kilometres (5,668 miles) of earth embankments were built as flood defences. 

Critics say the embankments narrow and accelerate water flow and are of dubious benefit as they are easily breached. 

Dilruba Haider, of the United Nations Development Programme's Dhaka-based disaster management unit, said the combination of monsoon rain and major rivers draining through Bangladesh meant flood prevention was ultimately unachievable. 

Her unit instead concentrates on reducing risk by helping villagers build dwellings and farm crops less easily damaged by floods. 

"I doubt that a solution to flooding in Bangladesh will ever be found," she said. 

"Rather than try to stop the unstoppable we try to teach people to live through floods so that they have less impact on their lives." 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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HEADLINE: UN 
  Children take centre stage at Tunza Conference on Environment in New London, Connecticut 19 - 23 July

DATELINE: NEW LONDON/NAIROBI, (UNEP)

BODY:
Up to 500 participants (10-13 years old) from more than 40 countries are expected in New London, Connecticut, from 19 to 23 July 2004 to attend United Nations Environment Programme s(UNEP) Fifth Tunza International Children's Conference on the Environment.

The four main themes slated for discussion are: endangered species; indigenous peoples and their healing ways; oceans, rivers and waterways; and resource conservation. Hosted by the International Coalition for Children and the Environment (ICCE), the Conference will provide an opportunity for the children to learn more about the environment and to voice their concerns. The Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation is the founding sponsor for the event. The main venue will be ConnecticutCollege in New London. 

The children will be accompanied by chaperones. In their schools or communities they are members of environmental clubs and must have been involved in environmental projects. Each participant was required to provide a short write-up of his/her project as part of the eligibility requirements. The best environmental projects relating to the themes of the Conference have been selected for presentation to delegates during the event.

The Conference aims to increase children's understanding of environmental issues and of the most up-to-date technology.

It provides an opportunity to build new and lasting friendships between children from different countries. A number of workshops, field trips and entertainment activities have been incorporated into the programme. A separate agenda has been prepared for the chaperones.

The Conference will climax with a list of environmental challenges to world leaders and the United Nations. The children will also develop personal commitments which they will pursue when they return home.

Facilitators at the five-day meeting will be renowned environmentalists who will share their experiences and aspirations with the delegates. On 20 July 2004, UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer will hold an informal discussion with the children and their chaperones.

The 22nd session of UNEP's Governing Council, held in Nairobi in February 2003, unanimously endorsed a long-term strategy on the engagement and involvement of young people in environmental issues. The strategy is implemented under an overall concept entitled "Tunza" (Tunza in the Kiswahili language of Kenya means to treat with care or affection) and outlines activities to be undertaken by UNEP both at the global and regional levels to increase the active participation of young people in environmental issues.

The International Children's Conference on the Environment is one of those activities envisaged in the strategy. It has been held since 1995 for children between the ages of 10 and 13 and has showcased a number of innovative environmental activities by children in various parts of the world. The New London Conference is the first to be held since the adoption of the UNEP Tunza strategy and the first to be held in the United States.


CONTACT: Barbara Morgan, ICCE Executive Director, in New London
Tel: +1 860 437 0757
e-mail: bmorgan@icc04.org
Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications
and Public Information, in Nairobi
Tel: +254 20 623292
e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org
Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media
Tel: +254 20 623084
e-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org
Theodore Oben, Head of UNEP's Children & Youth/Sport & the Environment
Unit
Tel: +254 20 623262
e-mail: theodore.oben@unep.org


((M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com)). __________________________________________________________________________________________

Norwich Bulletin

Kids mingle from many nations

20 July 2004

By Jenny Bone Miller
Norwich Bulletin 
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Photos by Carol Phelps/Special to the Bulletin 

Volunteers, staff and participants of the International Children's Conference on the Environment began arriving Monday at Connecticut College in New London. From left, volunteer members Revona Chetty of South Africa, Brianna Nadeau of Groton and Kim Miller of Preston familiarize themselves with the campus layout.
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Rayna Dunham, 11, of Ledyard fills out an opinion survey about her environmental interests with Annelise Carleton-Hug, Ph.D, left, of Montana State University. The survey was voluntary and the results will be posted on the International Children's Conference Web site.

NEW LONDON -- Two Kelly Middle School girls contemplated the absurdity of the American English on their first day as delegates to a United Nations children's conference. 

As hundreds of children ages 10-13 from 100 countries registered for the Tunza International Children's Conference at Connecticut College Monday, a soccer game started up on the lush, green lawn beside the registration tent. The 90 children from Connecticut began to mingle with those from overseas. 

"That's so weird that we're the only country that has football instead of soccer," said Justine Tobias, 12, of Norwich, in her small stuffy dorm room after the game. "This kid, he was from India, he was asking if we wanted to play football, and we really didn't know what he was talking about." 

"We just started walking and talking with him," added Yumi Kovic, 12, of Norwich. "We learned a lot." 

The two roommates, both wearing shorts, matching KMS T-shirts and dangling earrings, were carefully arranging books on the surfaces of their bare, white dorm room as they recalled the encounter. 

"How did we come up with soccer anyway?" Kovic asked. "Was it like, 'sock-you'?" 

Monday was a day for meeting the other children who are from Canada, Japan, China, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Kenya, Australia, Iran and Colombia and settling into the dorms. 

Today the children will participate in more than 100 workshops and field trips. They will have a chance to write and speak about the environment. 

On Thursday, they will board four of 15 Tall Ships that will be coming from all over the world for other seminars. 

The 17 children from Kelly Middle School in Norwich earned spots as delegates to the conference after writing an essay on the environment. They will stay in dorm rooms in Adams Hall. 

"More children than were anticipated from our school were accepted," said Justine's dad and chaperone, Gary Tobias. "The school board anticipated one or two." 

Emily Smith, 12, of Ledyard is an ambassador to the conference. She will not participate in the activities later in the week, but she gave up her day Monday to don a bright yellow shirt and greet delegates. She got up at 7 a.m. to come to the conference, the earliest she has been up all summer, she said. 

As she hovered near the registration booth that displayed Japanese writing, a Japanese man pointed a digital video camera at her blonde hair and big blue eyes. 

"There have been a lot of people with video cameras taking pictures. Kinda creepy," she said, shifting her weight to relieve some of the pressure on her sandaled feet, which were blistered by the end of the day from walking people to their dorms. 

"It's so cool to meet all these people. We're trying to get all the continents," another ambassador, Evelyn Ansel, 15, of Mystic, said. "So far we're met people from South America, Eastern Europe, Turkey, and we saw that British boy -- he was so cute." 

"So how many do we have to go?" Smith said. "I don't think we're going to get anyone from Antarctica, but that's about it." 

"It's pretty amazing that most of them speak English and three or four more languages," added another ambassador, Trevor Ruff, 13, of Pomfret. "I've got two friends from Morocco now." 

"They're talking in all different languages and we're like, what?" said Amanda Eyberse, 13, of Norwich. "We say 'excuse me' and they say, 'sorry.' I wonder if we sound like we talk weird to them." 

jbmiller@norwich.gannett .com 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Syrian Arab News Agency

19 July 2004

Regional Environmental Workshop

A regional environmental workshop was opened in Damascus Monday organized by the Ministry of Local Administration and Environment with the cooperation of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and its West Asia Office and the Swiss Agency for Environment and Landscapes ( SEGEL). 

The three-day Workshop aims at coordinating efforts to put into effect the multinational environmental agreements ( Basle, Rotterdam and Stockholm) on the Middle East and North Africa. 

In a speech opening the Workshop, Minister of Local Administration and Environment Hilal al-Atrash said Syria was keen to do its part concerning the implementation of the international agreements on the preservation of environment. 

He added that Syria had already informed the Secretariat of Basle Agreement that it banned transport of dangerous wastes or trading in it out of its belief that preserving the environment was a national and human duty in the first place. 

Delegates from Iran, Mauritania, Egypt, Iraq, Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Jordan, Palestine, Algeria, Yemen, Bahrain and Qatar are taking part in the Workshop. 

Ahmad F. ZAHRA

UN News Centre

Le PNUE lance un programme de directives pour l'investissement responsable
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15 juillet – Le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE) s'associe à de grands investisseurs institutionnels pour établir et promouvoir des directives d'investissement responsables d'ici à septembre 2005. Le lancement aujourd'hui de l'Initiative pour l'investissement responsable vient après une réunion, le mois dernier à Paris, de plus de 40 investisseurs et gestionnaires de fonds, organisée par l'Initiative financière du PNUE, selon un communiqué (en anglais) de l'agence. 

« Les nouveaux principes protègeront à la fois la planète et la valeur des actions à long terme, en intégrant des préoccupations d'ordre environnemental, social et de bonne gouvernance dans les décisions des marchés d'investissement et de capital », précise le PNUE.

« C'est le bon moment pour développer des directives destinée à guider, de manière responsable, les décisions en matière d'investissement à travers le monde », a déclaré le directeur exécutif du PNUE, Klaus Toepfer, précisant que « la vision à court terme inhérente à nos marchés représente un défi capital pour la prise en compte des questions environnementales et de durabilité ».

Sir Graeme Davies, Président de Universities Superannuation Scheme Ltd, le troisième fonds de pension au Royaume-Uni, a rappelé que « les fonds de pension ont des engagements sur plusieurs décennies, et qu'il est donc inévitable que les graves questions sociales et environnementales que cherche à résoudre le système des Nations Unies deviennent de plus en plus des questions liées à l'investissement ». 

L'étude du PNUE montre comment les questions d'ordre environnemental, social et de bonne gouvernance ont un impact sur la valeur à long terme des actions, que la recherche financière est entravée par le manque d'information dans les entreprises, et qu'elle est grandement aidée lorsqu'il existe des directives claires de la part des gouvernements, indique le communiqué de l'agence.

--- 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The News International

19 July 2004

Saarc officials discuss ways to boost cooperation

Pakistan welcomes Saarc Energy Centre proposal; foreign secretaries call for a shift from words to action

By Mariana Baabar

ISLAMABAD: The foreign secretaries of the seven South Asian nations opened a two-day meeting on Sunday to discuss how to increase cooperation and prepare for talks this week by their foreign ministers.

The Saarc officials gathered here to review the group’s programmes and identify new areas in which they could work together, said Foreign Office spokesman Masood Khan.

Addressing reporters here, the spokesman said Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokhar, the current Chairman of the Saarc Standing Committee, opened its 30th session here on Sunday. Khokhar will conduct the two-day proceedings of the committee. Members of the committee started their day with informal consultations over breakfast.

When quizzed whether the time had come to use Saarc to resolve political issues and to take up problems of peace and security in the region, the spokesman said a step-by-step approach was required for this, but at present it was the head of Pakistan’s delegation, Salman Rashid, who did raise the issue.

"This was discussed briefly as we should strive for confidence-building measures (CBMs) and a peaceful resolution of disputes. As for amending the constitution, this is not part of the agenda and such a step is for the leadership to take. President Pervez Musharraf has spoken about this but the priority in this conference is to promote economic cooperation, especially in the field of energy," said the spokesman.

Masood Khan observed that there was discussion on fostering greater regional connectivity in the field of energy. "Following the approval of the concept of South Asian energy ring by the 12th summit, a Working Group on Energy submitted a report. Pakistan has proposed the establishment of a Ministerial Forum on Energy and welcomed the recommendation of the Working Group on Energy for the creation of a Saarc Energy Centre. Pakistan offered to host both a Ministerial Meeting on Energy in 2005, as well as the proposed Energy Centre," he said.

Responding to another query, the spokesman said that in the field of energy this was the initial stage. However he added that cooperation and energy sharing among Saarc member states required some serious thinking.

"Pakistan’s proposal on energy is one in which we have good ideas and if there is collective wisdom we will see some results," he added.

Overall in the Sunday meeting, the spokesman said, it was felt that Saarc was dominated by meetings ad nausem and the time had come to shift to concrete projects, which would be result-oriented. "It is time to move to the operative part of the strategy to alleviate poverty in the region," he said.

Replying to another question, Masood Khan said that Sunday did not see any discussion on the expansion of Saarc but there were chances that at some other time other states and organisations would want to be associated.

Besides Pakistan, the following foreign secretaries from Saarc member states are attending the Standing Committee’s sessions: Shamsher Chowdhury (Bangladesh), Ms Neten Zangmo (Bhutan), Shashank (India), Shyam Saran (Indian Foreign Secretary-Designate), Hussain Shihab (the Maldives), Madhu Raman Acharya (Nepal), and HMGS Palihakkara (Sri Lanka).

The Standing Committee comprises foreign secretaries of the member states. It is entrusted with the tasks of overall monitoring and coordination of programmes; approval of projects and programmes, and modalities of financing; determination of inter-sectoral priorities; mobilisation of regional and external resources; and identification of new areas of cooperation.

Earlier, the spokesman, reading from a prepared statement, said that in these two days, the following agenda was before the Standing Committee: review of Safta; poverty alleviation; energy; environment: investment; standardisation; and cooperation in the areas of customs, transport and statistics. Saarc foreign secretaries would also review the progress on interaction of Saarc with other regional and international organisations, notably with the ADB, World Bank, UNDP, Unicef, Unifem, Unep, Unido and Asean. They would also look at the progress made so far in obtaining observer status for Saarc with the UN.

In the morning session, Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokhar, in his opening remarks, underlined the commitment of the South Asian nations to strengthen and deepen regional cooperation. Today’s deliberations were guided by the collective vision and decisions of the Saarc leaders, who met at the 12th Saarc Summit in Islamabad. Saarc foreign secretaries emphasised that they wanted to see the organisation in motion and mark a shift from words to action, from meetings to projects. Thus, there was a lot of emphasis on efficient and effective implementation of the Saarc programmes.

Saarc Secretary-General QAMA Rahim presented a comprehensive analytical report on the work of the association and the progress made since the 12th summit. There was consensus among the delegations that poverty alleviation was an overarching priority for Saarc. They reviewed the report of the Committee of Experts on the Safta Framework Agreement. Four residual issues pertaining to rules of origin, sensitive lists, technical assistance to the LDCs, and a mechanism to compensate loss of revenue to the LDCs, are being addressed.

There was also discussion on the implementation of the Saarc Social Charter. A proposal was also mooted that Saarc should create a Business Leaders Forum along the lines of the World Economic Forum or the BOAO Forum. The member states welcomed this proposal, in principle, which has come from the Saarc Chamber of Commerce. The Standing Committee also focused on the problems of migrants from South Asia and the need to evolve a labour trade policy.

In a related development, Foreign Minister Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri and his Indian counterpart K Natwar Singh will meet on the sidelines of the Saarc Ministerial Conference, starting July 20, in which they would review the bilateral agenda of the ongoing composite dialogue and review the progress on all issues.

In Islamabad, the foreign minister’s bilateral meeting would be preceded by a meeting between the two foreign Secretaries. Kasuri took a step forward by telephoning Natwar Singh in New Delhi to request him to bring Mrs Natwar Singh when he arrives is Islamabad today (Monday). However, according to one report, this time at least Mrs Singh has declined because of a personal commitment.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

Japan seeks commercial whaling OK 
	By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent, in Sorrento, Italy 


Japan has asked the International Whaling Commission to let it restart the commercial hunting of whales. 
It wants to kill almost 3,000 Antarctic minkes, nearly five times its current annual catch for scientific research. 

But BBC News Online has learnt the move is a stratagem designed simply to discredit the IWC, which is certain to reject the proposal. 

The meeting is split between a dwindling anti-whaling majority and a growing whaling group, led by Japan. 

Tokyo has respected the moratorium on commercial whaling agreed by the IWC since it came into effect in 1986. 

Commission's purpose 
It now says it wants to catch 2,914 minkes, the smallest of the great whales at about 10m long at maturity. 

A statement by Japan's Fisheries Agency said this proposed annual quota represented less than 0.05% of the Antarctic minke population, which the IWC scientific committee estimated in 1990 at 760,000 animals. 

	
	Minke whales are extremely abundant in the Southern Ocean - the population will be able to fully sustain the proposed quota 
Minoru Morimoto, Japan delegation 


The committee is working to update this estimate. The leader of Japan's delegation at the IWC, Mr Minoru Morimoto, said: "Minke whales are extremely abundant in the Southern Ocean - the population will be able to fully sustain the proposed quota and at the same time maintain its current healthy abundance levels." 

He said part of the profit would be put towards "the welfare of the world's people" and the rational use and management of global whale resources. 

In a telling passage, he said: "The IWC was developed to establish the commercial whaling industry. The resumption of sustainable whaling in the Antarctic will validate the continuing existence of the IWC... " 

Mr Morimoto did not add that many IWC members - still a majority, if only just - want the commission to conserve whales, not the whaling it was established to protect. 

Threatened walk 
The proposal for a commercial catch flies in the face of Japan's policy down the years. 

Although it catches not only minke but sei, Bryde's and sperm whales in the Antarctic and the North Pacific, it does so in the name of research, which the IWC's rules allow. 

It has never until now suggested that it would contemplate a resumption of commercial hunting. 

One source told BBC News Online: "Japan knows perfectly well the commission won't accept its proposal, and it has no intention of starting commercial whaling again. 

This is all about showing that the IWC doesn't work, to strengthen Japan's hand in preparing to walk out." 

Secret ballots 
In his opening statement to the meeting, Mr Morimoto said the general public and parliamentarians had "come to the end of their patience" with the IWC, and another member of the delegation told BBC News Online Japan would withdraw in 2006 if it were still dissatisfied. 

It says it will continue its scientific whaling in the Antarctic and increase its catches in the North Pacific. 

Norway says it plans to increase its annual commercial catch of 6-700 North Atlantic minke whales, possibly to 1,800 animals, by 2008. Because it objected to the moratorium when it was agreed, Norway is not bound by it. 

Japan came close on Monday to making sure IWC votes were taken through secret ballots. It claimed this would protect smaller nations on the commission from economic and political pressure from anti-whaling countries and organisations. 

The move was defeated by 29 votes to 24. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail & Guardian

Dark clouds on anti-whaling horizon 
Pro- and anti-whaling nations began a four-day meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) in Sorrento, Italy, on Monday amid growing support for an end to an 18-year moratorium on commercial whaling.

Italian commissioner Giuseppe Ambrosio, who formally opened the meeting, said Italy is opposed to commercial whaling, but that its stance "is based on great respect for other cultures".

"We all know that conservation is inextricably intertwined with the sustainable use of resources," said Ambrosio.

The 56-member IWC is split down the middle between countries opposed to a resumption of commercial whaling, such as the United States, Britain and most European states, and its most enthusiastic backers -- Japan, Norway and Iceland.

But Japan, the world's biggest consumer of whale meat, has welcomed growing support for its call for a return to commercial whaling, which would free it from the shackles of limited whaling for "scientific purposes" that currently allows it to take hundreds of minke whales a year.

"Since the moratorium, there's been a resurgence and we feel it has got to be stopped," said Peter Davies of the World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA), one of dozens of non-governmental anti-whaling organisations lobbying delegates.

The moratorium was introduced by the IWC in 1986 to prevent the extinction of a number of endangered species, but many newer African and Caribbean members, such as Mauritania, Côte d'Ivoire and Surinam, support Japan's stance.

Although the balance is tipping in favour of whaling, it would take an unlikely three-quarters majority to overturn the ban.

However, only a simple majority would be seen as a major boost to the pro-whaling states.

Susan Lieberman, director of the WWF global species programme, says even a simple majority would be "a disaster" for anti-whaling groups, because it could see a major shift within the IWC -- a resolution endorsing Japan and Iceland's scientific whaling instead of condemning it.

Another dark cloud on the anti-whaling lobby's horizon is the demand by Norway, which wants to extend its catch quota. -- Sapa-AFP __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

High Carbon Dioxide Levels Turning Oceans More Acidic 
PARIS, France, July 19, 2004 (ENS) - By the middle of this century, the amount of carbon dioxide entering the world's oceans will lead to increasing acidity of the upper layers that may harm marine life and disrupt the food chains, scientists at a UN sponsored intergovernmental symposium have concluded. 

Such dramatic changes in the carbon dioxide (CO2) system in open-ocean surface waters have not been observed for more than 20 million years of Earth’s history, according to scientists from the world’s leading oceanographic institutions. 

The accumulations of CO2 will be three times greater in magnitude and 100 times faster than those experienced between ice ages, the marine scientists predict. 

This increase in acidity could disrupt marine food chains and alter ocean biogeochemistry in ways that are not yet understood or predictable, according to research presented at the symposium, which was organized by UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) and the International Council for Science’s Committee on Oceanic Research. 

The symposium took place in Paris from May 10 to 12. The deliberations of the group and supporting studies were released on Friday. 
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Christopher Sabine works with NOAA's Pacific Marine Environmental Lab (Photo courtesy Global Carbon Project)
According to research led by Christopher Sabine of the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in the United States the ocean has taken up approximately 120 billion metric tons of carbon generated by human activities since 1800. His research was published in the July 15 issue of the journal "Science." 

Carbon dioxide in the Earth's atmosphere is building up as fossil fuels such as coal, oil and gas are burned for power and transportation. The IOC reports that some 20 to 25 million tons of CO2 are being are being added to the oceans each day. 

The scientists begin their report on priorities for future research by warning, "The atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide is now higher than experienced on Earth for at least the last 400,000 years, if not the last several million years, and is expected to continue to rise, leading to significant global temperature increases by the end of this century." 

Some governments such as the United States and Australia have been working towards sequestration of some of the atmospheric carbon dioxide in the ocean. 

All marine life from whales to microscopic organisms may be affected as the oceans become more acidic. (Photo courtesy NOAA National Undersea Research Program)
Ocean strategies for sequestering atmospheric CO2 involve enhancing the ocean's natural capacity to absorb and store atmospheric CO2, either by inducing and enhancing the growth of carbon-fixing plants in the surface ocean, or by bypassing the slow, surface-to-deep water transfer of dissolved CO2 by directly injecting it into the deep ocean, the scientists explain. 

The absorption of carbon dioxide by the oceans is considered a beneficial process that reduces the concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere and mitigates its impact on global temperatures. But there is growing concern over the price of this service. 

They caution that the effectiveness and risks of such sequestration have not been thoroughly assessed. 

"Even relatively small changes in CO2 concentrations may have large, as yet not completely understood, impacts on marine life and natural biogeochemical cycles of the ocean," they warn. 

Symposium participants did not address whether it would be a good policy choice to sequester carbon dioxide in the ocean, but did identify what scientific information is available, and what is still needed, to make informed policy decisions. 

After hearing presentations on ocean physics, chemistry and biology related to increasing atmospheric and oceanic CO2 levels, and group discussions, the scientists concluded that by 2050 the ocean would be more acidic globally, and would also be more stratified in the high latitudes. 

Amberjack in Carolina waters (Photo courtesy NOAA National Undersearch Research Program)
Nutrient concentrations in surface waters of high-latitude regions would be lower, subsurface waters would be less oxygenated, and phytoplankton would experience increased exposure to sunlight, the predict. 

They expect many species and biological communities to be affected by these changes. 

Rising temperatures – combined with elevated CO2 and increasing acidity – pose a serious threat to coral reefs, possibly leading to the elimination of some reefs by the end of this century, the scientists said. 

Participants at the symposium stressed that although the impact of climate change on the ocean has been much debated, the direct chemical and biological impact of CO2 itself has largely been neglected. 

But changes are "clearly underway and their effects may be large and may seriously destabilize marine ecosystems," the participants concluded. 

Their report signals the need for more research and identifies research priorities, in a bid to increase understanding of the changes taking place and their consequences, and to allow for more informed policy decisions in this area. 

The report is online at: http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/co2panel/HighOceanCO2.htm
 REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA)  - NEWS UPDATE

          20 July 2004

General Environment News

SADC plans elephant re-distribution

Harare, Zimbabwe (PANA) - The Southern African Development Community (SADC) plans a regional project to relocate tens of thousands of elephants from over-populated countries to those with deficits of the jumbos, a Zimbabwean National Parks official said Monday in Harare. National Parks and Wildlife spokesman, Edward Mbewe said the move was intended to protect the environment in countries such as Botswana and Zimbabwe with large elephant populations. According to him, Zimbabwe, with an elephant carrying capacity of 50,000, now has more than double that figure. Mbewe said due to elephant over-grazing, the environment in some SADC countries was under threat, hence the scheme to relocate the jumbos to countries such as Mozambique, with a fewer population. "Studies in Hwange (Zimbabwe's largest game park) have shown a decline in populations of some species such as buffalo, roan and bush-buck due to intra-specific competition and loss of habitat as well as reduction in floral bio-diversity especially around water holes," he said. Wildlife experts say the elephant problem in SADC, with a combined population of 300,000 jumbos, is linked to the ban on ivory trade under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITIES).

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049941&dte=19/07/2004
UN-Backed Initiative Receives $16 Million Grant to Fight Malaria in African Infants

UN News Service (New York): With malaria causing an estimated 1 million deaths and a further half billion clinical cases every year among African children, a United Nations backed consortium has received $16 million in grants from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to evaluate a promising new strategy to control the disease in infants. Announcing the grant today, the Intermittent Preventive Treatment in Infants (IPTi) Consortium said it would conduct five studies in Africa using existing antimalarial drugs to protect infants from the worst effects of the disease. Under this approach, infants receive an antimalarial drug three times during their first year at the time of routine immunization, whether or not they have malaria. Two studies in Tanzania have shown that IPTi reduces malaria and anemia in the first year by up to 60 per cent. The Consortium, an alliance of the UN World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), and leading research centres in Africa, Europe and the United States, hopes to quickly resolve outstanding scientific questions to allow widespread use of IPTi in Africa, with sufficient data in hand by early 2006 for a policy recommendation. IPTi has the potential to become a major tool for malaria control because it can be given at the time of routine vaccinations delivered through the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI), one of the best-functioning systems of regular health contact with young children in Africa. Because of increasing resistance in parts of Africa to the current standard antimalarial drug sulphadoxine/pyrimethamine, two trials - in Kenya and northern Tanzania - are testing different combinations of drugs. Research in southern Tanzania addresses implementation issues that must be resolved before IPTi can be introduced on a large scale as a routine health intervention. WHO will assess whether IPTi has any effect on an infant's immune response to EPI vaccines. By the end of 2008, the Consortium will have generated additional information on the choice of an antimalarial drug, the relationship between IPTi and the development of drug resistance, the impact of IPTi on the development of malarial immunity, and an assessment of cost-effectiveness, acceptability, mortality impact and community effectiveness.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200407190371.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

UN environmental photo contest 
Business Times Singapore (subscription), Singapore , July 20, 2004 - CANON Inc is sponsoring an international environmental photo competition organised by the United Nations Environment Programme, the fourth so far. It will run till Oct 24 and is open to all. Entries can be submitted through the post or over the Internet. For details, visit www.unep-photo.com.
http://business-times.asia1.com.sg/story/0,4567,122917,00.html 


Experts divided over cause of worsening Bangladesh floods
Matamat.com, Bangladesh - Jul 18, 2004 - Bangladesh has been hit by increasingly severe floods in recent years but experts remain divided over whether deforestation in Nepal is to blame for the inundation of this low-lying South Asian country. 
Flooding that hit Bangladesh more than a week ago has submerged large parts of the country and left up to four million people marooned, many without fresh water, shelter or food.
…They point to a United Nations Environment Programme finding that forest cover in Nepal fell only nine percent between 1979 and and 1994, not enough they say to cause an increase in flooding. 
Deforestation is only one of a number of factors that might have aggravated flooding in recent years but the main cause is heavy monsoon rains, they say. 
"When rains are not staggered over each month and happen over just a few days, simultaneously across many parts of the country, we get severe flooding," Mohammed Salim Bhuiyan, of the Flood Forecasting Warning Centre, told AFP.
http://www.matamat.com/fullstory.php?gd=25&cd=2004-07-19 

Kyoto Protocol Seminar Scheduled 
Tehran Times, July 19, 2004 - TEHRAN (PIN) — The Department of Environment in cooperation with Iran Fuel Conservation Organization, the United Nations Development Program as well as the economic and social affairs section of the United Nations will conduct a seminar themed ‘Kyoto Protocol: Challenges and Opportunities for Sustainable Development of the Islamic Republic of Iran’ at Pardisan Park in Tehran on July 28.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=7/19/2004&Cat=9&Num=19 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Yemen 
Cabinet approves by-law Ministry of Water and Environment 

The Council of Ministers during its regular session on Tuesday July 13 chaired by the Prime Minister, Mr. Ba Jamal, approved the by-law of the Ministry of Water and Environment.

The by-law aims at enhancing and strengthening the ministry’s role in the development of water resources and at increasing strategic planning, international cooperation and activating coordination with other related authorities. At the same time, the by-law takes into consideration measures to prevent the pollution of the environment and  rationalize,  protect, and  conserve the natural resources.
http://www.yementimes.com/article.shtml?i=756&p=front&a=3
UAE 
Strict supervision keeps beaches pristine, waters pollution-free at Khor Fakkan, Dubai.  

The clean beaches and unpolluted waters off the coast here are a direct result of strict surveillance and effective cooperation among the local authorities to protect the marine environment, said government and hotel officials here.

The clean beaches set against the backdrop of the Hajjar Mountains make Khor Fakkan a preferred place for tourists. 

Although traces of oil were found in some parts of the beaches last week, the authorities swung into action to remove them swiftly.

A senior official from the Oceanic Hotel here said the clean waters off the beach and the amazing natural coral reefs in this region attract a large number of tourists who enjoy diving and snorkelling. 

"Several groups of tourists come at the weekends to benefit from our diving centre facility and enjoy snorkelling in our clean waters and diving in the natural coral reefs, especially near Shark Island. We have received inquiries from various GCC customers and travel agents," said Nasser Nassif, director of sales at the hotel.

A large number of Arab families from the UAE and other GCC countries also flock to Khor Fakkan during summer. 

http://www.gulf-news.com/
Oman 
GCC ECO prize amendments endorsed
The authority of the GCC prize for best environmental projects has endorsed some amendments of the prize regulation. 

The amendments include the nomination of six candidates (one from each country) for the environmental personality contest. 

The candidates should be selected by environmental bodies in the member countries. Nominations are to be sent to the prize authority to select the winner.

Every candidate should take part in the contest once every 10 years. The second amendment states that one prize will be designated for the best environmental awareness programme.

The third amendment says that environmental bodies in the member countries have to select the best industrial institution and the best educational or research institution for the best environmental project in each country.

 Ibrahim bin Ahmed al Ajmi, deputy director-general of environmental affairs at the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources, said the council’s environmental awareness prize covers radio, TV and press programmes dealing with environmental issues. 
http://www.omanobserver.com/
Jordan 
Digitalised master plan introduced to water sector stakeholders 

National planning, investment and development projects should be consistent with the National Water Master Plan (NWMP) to rein water deficit, water experts concluded on Sunday. 

“Efficient management of the water sector requires close planning with the Ministry of Water and Irrigation (MoWI) to [ensure] compatibility of investment and development projects with NWMP,” the Ministry's Suzan Taha said. 

Taha's comments came at the opening session of a two-day seminar on the new digitalised NWMP, unveiled early last month at the International Water Demand Management Conference at the Dead Sea. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews3.htm
Red Crescent hosts environmental awareness programme    

An international environmental awareness programme hosted by the Jordan Red Crescent (JRC) began yesterday at the Community Development Centre in Sweileh, and will continue until July 29.

This youth exchange will involve participants from Sweden, Scotland, Belgium, Tunisia, Palestine and Jordan, according to a JRC statement. They will attend workshops throughout Jordan — Dana Reserve, the Dead Sea, Wadi Mujib, Jerash, Aqaba and Wadi Rum — which will put them in direct contact with nature and encourage them to respect their natural habitat. 

The project is funded by the EU Commission and the JRC. Meanwhile, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent societies marked World Water Day with a commitment to increase the capacity of safe water it provides on a daily basis to disaster-prone communities around the world. 
The JRC has realized the importance of environmental activities at community level by helping meet the UN Millennium Development Goals of reducing poverty, tackling infant mortality and ensuring environmental stability through better management of water resources. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/mon/homenews/homenews5.htm
Lebanon 
Volunteers help with Sidon clean-up campaign; 300 campaigners scour local island
SIDON:  Hundreds of Sidon volunteers turned up at the clean-up campaign for a small sea island off the city's coast.

The drive was the second large-scale campaign organized by the Sidon Municipality in cooperation with the private sector. Starting in the early morning, over 300 volunteers headed to the Jazeera (or Zeereh, as it is called locally) island, less than 800 meters from the city.

Many volunteers were members of local scouting troupes.

The clean-up campaign, which attracted some Sidon municipality workers and staff, was led by Mayor Abdel-Rahman Bizri, and was assisted by the MISC Company, owned by political activist Riad Asaad.

More than a ton of rubbish was collected by the volunteers, who put them in plastic bags that were loaded back to the city on board some boats that were contracted specifically for the job.

The volunteers worked hard to empty crevices of empty food cans and soft drink bottles.

Professional scuba-divers swam to the bottom of the sea around the island to collect rubbish that had been thrown in the water over the years. 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=6386
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*
Sudan trying to force Darfur’s displaced to return home – UN agencies

*
Security Council backs committee’s help to countries in anti-terror fight

*
General Assembly delays vote on West Bank barrier resolution

*
Palestinian Authority, facing crisis, must undertake reform, Annan says

*
Prosecutor decries Belgrade’s lack of cooperation with UN war crimes tribunal

*
New report finds political intimidation in parts of Afghanistan – UN

*
UN assists Peru after snowstorms threaten lives in highlands

*
UNICEF highlights ‘forgotten’ tragedy of child soldiers in Uganda
*
UN tourism agency to assess situations affecting international travel

*
UN experts’ meeting considers need for global convention against cyber-crime

*
In peace bid, Somalis attend camp with football powerhouse Real Madrid – UN

*
UN-backed initiative receives $16 million grant to fight malaria in African infants
*
UNICEF advocates ‘citizen watchdog’ to monitor aid to Haiti
*
UN-backed workshops facilitate upcoming elections in Central African Republic 

*
Liberia: UN envoy assures secure environment during upcoming elections

* * * *

Sudan

19 July – United Nations humanitarian agencies said today that the Sudanese Government is increasingly pressuring internally displaced people (IDPs) within the troubled Darfur region to return to their homes, even though the beleaguered civilians remain afraid of militia attacks and security has still not improved.

Already more than 11,000 people have been relocated forcibly, and Khartoum wants to move IDPs in Mornei, one of West Darfur’s biggest camps, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a statement.

On Saturday, at a meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM) – the body set up to monitor the pledges made in the recent communiqué by the UN and Sudan – UN officials told Sudan that there has been “no progress” on security and protecting IDPs.

The officials said IDPs were afraid of returning to their home villages because they feared attacks by the Janjaweed, Arab-dominated militias allied to the Government.

More than 1 million people have been uprooted since fighting broke out early last year between the Sudanese Government and two rebel groups, and the Janjaweed began carrying out deadly attacks against local black Africans.

OCHA said the number of IDPs in Darfur has swelled by 100,000 in the past month, with fresh groups of people arriving daily at the numerous IDP camps across the region.

While there have been improvements in allowing humanitarian access to Darfur, OCHA said, some staff have been stopped at checkpoints because local security officials did not recognize the newer, less onerous forms. Many agencies are also finding it difficult to recruit nationals to help with health care.

But the number of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) operating in Darfur has surged from about 170 at the end of May to a predicted 500 at the end of this month. OCHA said, however, that not all areas of Darfur have a humanitarian presence.

Meanwhile, on his return to UN Headquarters today, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he will be briefed this afternoon by Jan Pronk, his Special Representative for Sudan, about the content and progress of talks conducted last week in Khartoum.

Mr. Pronk is tentatively scheduled to brief the Security Council on Wednesday morning on the latest developments in Sudan.

* * *

Terrorism

19 July – The United Nations Security Council today voiced ongoing support for the work of its Counter-Terrorism Committee and invited the expert group to accelerate its assessments of nations’ abilities to fight the scourge.

In a statement read out in an open session by the Council President for July, Ambassador Mihnea Ioan Motoc of Romania, the 15-member body also welcomed preparations for the first visit by the CTC to a Member State in implementation of resolution 1373, the landmark text adopted in the wake of the 11 September 2001 attacks against the United States which set up the Committee.

Officials told the UN News Service that initial preparations are in discussion but no decision has yet been made on which country will be the first visited by the group.

The Council also invited the CTC focus in the next three months on practical measures to implement resolution 1535, as well as to “accelerate its work on country assessments of assistance needs that can be shared with interested donor States and organizations,” said Ambassador Mihnea Ioan Motoc of Romania.

Resolution 1535, adopted in March, restructured the Committee to include a Counter Terrorism Executive Directorate, enabling the panel to be more agile and efficient as it helps countries comply with resolution 1373. That text compels countries to report regularly on their efforts to combat terrorism, and the Council noted today that as of the end of June, 71 States still had not met the deadline to submit the required reports.

The Council’s statement followed a briefing by the CTC Chairman, Ambassador Alexander Konuzin of the Russian Federation, who noted that the panel’s work had prompted more countries to join anti-terrorism treaties “thereby making an important contribution to strengthening the international legal basis for the fight against terrorism.”

The CTC has also continued work on the Directory of Counter-Terrorism Information and Sources of Assistance, he said, while acknowledging the limitations of this effort. “The Directory alone cannot properly meet the new requirements,” he said, pledging more direct work with Member States.

He also called attention to the problem of inadequate general understanding of the CTC’s work. “This lack of public awareness of the activity of the CTC may have led to some misperceptions of the Committee’s work, adding to the problems of communication and practical cooperation with Member States,” he said. In response, he said, the CTC would “continue its efforts to improve its communication methods.”

* * *

Middle East

19 July – The United Nations General Assembly today delayed until Tuesday a vote on a draft resolution introduced by Arab countries that seeks to end Israel’s construction of a separation barrier in and around the West Bank after the barrier was declared illegal by the International Court of Justice (ICJ).

The vote had been scheduled for today after Jordan introduced the draft text last Friday during a resumption of the Assembly’s tenth emergency special session on illegal Israeli actions in occupied East Jerusalem and the rest of the occupied Palestinian territory. The Assembly convened today only to hear minor amendments to the text.

On 9 July the ICJ – the UN’s principal judicial organ – issued an advisory opinion saying the separation barrier was illegal and that construction must stop immediately. The Court also said Israel should make reparations for any damage caused, and that the Assembly and the Security Council should consider what steps to take “to bring to an end the illegal situation” created by the barrier.

Earlier Tuesday, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan was asked if the Security Council should take up the issue.

“I think [it] is before the General Assembly and I am not aware that the Council is going to take it up at this stage. I think the General Assembly should conclude its work,” he replied.

* * *

Middle East

19 July – The Palestinian Authority must reform its security apparatus to tackle prevailing turmoil, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

“They are facing a serious situation, a serious crisis, and they have to take steps to bring it under control because without that, it is going to be very difficult to see any progress in the way forward,” he told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York.

Asked whether he felt “vindicated” for backing UN envoy Terje Roed-Larsen’s comments last week, the Secretary-General said that was beside the point. “I made clear in my own statement that I supported Larsen’s statement, and he was stating the facts and I think events have borne him out, but that is not anything to take satisfaction from.”

He added: “What is important is the actions that need to be taken on the ground to bring it under control and for the Palestinian Authority to take the steps necessary and to begin to reform, particularly bringing the security forces under one command.”

Offering more specifics, he said, “Chairman [Yasser] Arafat should really take the time to listen to the Prime Minister and other members of his leadership, and take the necessary steps to bring the situation under control, and to work with the Egyptians and the Jordanians and the international community to reform his security apparatus.”

To a question on Israel’s proposed withdrawal from Gaza, Mr. Annan noted that Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s initiative appears to have broad support. “I think the withdrawal will take place,” he said.

The Secretary-General repeated his longstanding view that the pullout must be undertaken in line with the Road Map outline peace plan. “If it is handled properly, it may provide an opportunity for us to move the process forward,” he said.

“If it is handled wrongly, then it is something else.”

* * *

ICTY

19 July – Charging that Serbia and Montenegro is still failing to cooperate with the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia despite the public claims of its political leaders, the court’s chief Prosecutor today demanded the country either arrest a recently indicted Croatian Serb leader or face disciplinary action from the Security Council.

Carla Del Ponte told a press conference in The Hague, where the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) sits, that Goran Hadzic, is now a fugitive after disappearing from his home last Tuesday – the same day the ICTY secretly sent a copy of his indictment to authorities in Belgrade.

The 45-year old suspect faces eight charges of crimes against humanity, including murder, torture and extermination, and six charges of violating the laws or customs of war for his alleged role in an ethnic cleansing campaign in present-day Croatia between 1991 and 1993.

Ms. Del Ponte said there are now 22 fugitives from the ICTY, with most at-large within Serbia and Montenegro.

“The events of last week constitute the second time since the beginning of the year when we actually can see for ourselves indictees [that had been] located by my Office fleeing in a hurry just hours after the Belgrade authorities had been requested to act upon arrest warrants,” she said.

Ms. Del Ponte said the behaviour contrasted sharply with the recent public statements by Serbia and Montenegro’s Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, Foreign Minister and President that cooperation with the ICTY was now a priority for the country.

She added that Belgrade faces a choice of putting “its actions where its mouth is,” by arresting Mr. Hadzic immediately and transferring him to The Hague, or doing nothing, in which case it will be breaching its obligations to the ICTY under international law.

Ms. Del Ponte said that if Serbia and Montenegro chooses not to act, she will ask ICTY President Judge Theodor Meron to request the Security Council take action against the country.

Judge Meron and Ms. Del Ponte have criticized Serbia and Montenegro repeatedly in recent years over the country’s persistent unwillingness to cooperate with the ICTY, which was set up to try those responsible for crimes committed during the Balkan wars of the 1990s.

* * *

Afghanistan

18 July – The level of political freedom Afghans are able to exercise varies widely across their country, with some areas marred by intimidation, the just-released findings of a study by the United Nations and the Government say.

The first report of the Joint Verification of Political Rights by the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission and the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) reveals greater respect for rights in the capital, Kabul, and in the East.

But in parts of the South, violence by extremists is hindering popular participation in the electoral process, while in the West, registered political parties complain that local authorities are curtailing their freedom of expression and operation, a UN spokesman said today.

“The report observes that there is a high level of self-censorship among groups, parties and individuals who do not share the beliefs of the factions in power in different regions,” Manoel de Almeida e Silva told the press in Kabul. “This self-imposed restraint is strengthened by the behaviour of local representatives of the central Government who tend to consider any political activity as subversive.”

* * *

Peru

19 July – United Nations emergency relief programmes are channelling money, food and warm clothes to Peruvians today after snowstorms, accompanied by strong freezing winds, have destroyed more than 3,000 houses and threatened the survival of more than 150,000 people in the south and central highlands.

Responding to an appeal from the Peruvian Government for international support, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said it gave a grant of $25,000 to the Government while channelling another $25,000 from Denmark.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) is also raising $200,000 to help the over 158,800 affected people.

With the temperature in the south and central highlands dipping to -26 degrees Centigrade though winter has not fully set in, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) sent its office in Apurimac 2,000 blankets and warm clothes for infants and 500 other articles of heavy clothing.

The snow has reportedly destroyed 3,082 homes, 80 schools and has blocked roads, ruined grazing land and killed herds of cattle, mainly alpacas and llamas.

OCHA said the number so far of reported dead cattle, the main food sources in the highlands, has risen from 38,000 to over 114,200, while 300,000 hectares of food crops have been destroyed and another 347,000 hectares have been damaged.

The Peruvian Government declared a State of Emergency in eight provinces as it provided food, blankets, plastic rolls, tents and clothing for affected people, but the high altitudes – 4,000 metres above sea level – and slippery roads have made humanitarian access difficult.

In addition, the government officials said they feared that a possible lack of information may have led the highland population to underestimate the weather’s impact.

* * *

Uganda

19 July – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is shining the spotlight on the plight of thousands of children abducted as soldiers and sex slaves by rebels in northern Uganda, taking the world to task for forgetting a tragedy that “has obliterated the idea of childhood as a protected time of healthy growth.”

In April these child soldiers topped the list of “Ten Stories the World Should Know More About” compiled by the UN Department of Public Information (DPI), and UNICEF today called on the Government of Uganda and the international community to do much more to stop this war on children.

“The world may be awakening to the emergency in Sudan but it has all but forgotten the tragedy of neighbouring Uganda, where in the past two years some 12,000 boys and girls have been abducted by the LRA (the Lord’s Resistance Army),” Executive Director Carol Bellamy said.

Although more than 1.2 million people have been displaced in fighting and Arab militia attacks in western Sudan, “unlike any other, it (the LRA conflict) is a war on children,” Ms. Bellamy added in an article published Friday in The International Herald-Tribune and reproduced in a UNICEF news release today.

She wrote of the frantic efforts of parents to protect their children from the nightly LRA raids. “I have seen many disturbing things during my time with UNICEF. But few are as shocking as the sight of the ‘night commuters’ in northern Uganda,” she said. “They are the 44,000 rural children who, fearing abduction by the Lord’s Resistance Army, leave their villages every day to seek refuge in town before nightfall.”

The attacks invariably involve appalling human rights abuses. “Children are often forced to kill their parents or other children. Those who are taken, some as young as six, are used as sex slaves in the rebel force, made to work as slaves, or forced to become soldiers. The LRA believes fighting age begins at seven,” she added.

Ms. Bellamy praised the Ugandan Government for bringing peace to most of the country, spreading universal primary education and tackling the HIV/AIDS pandemic, but she said it is failing its people by not ensuring the protection of its citizens – “and the global community is doing almost nothing to help.”

The world’s governments have pledged just 20 per cent of this year’s UN appeal for $127 million in humanitarian aid. “The night commuters offer a vivid image of what happens when parts of a society are left completely unprotected,” Ms. Bellamy declared.

“We are calling on the government of Uganda and the international community to bring the kind of potent political will to the problem that has been brought to bear elsewhere,” she added.

* * *

Tourism

19 July – The World Tourism Organization’s Executive Council, at its first session governing the new United Nations specialized agency, made plans to commemorate the International Year of Sport in 2005, assess the influences affecting international travel and update its related forecasts for 2010 and beyond.

“It was a very intense, but successful meeting,” the organization’s Secretary-General Francesco Frangialli said after the meeting earlier this month in Hyderabad, India. His remarks came at the end of the body’s 73rd session, but its first since becoming a full-fledged UN agency last December.

The WTO governing body discussed the Sustainable Tourism-Eliminating Poverty initiative, which has received pledges of some $5 million from the Government of the Republic of Korea, and the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism programme.

The anti-poverty initiative seeks to strengthen the partnership between the private sector and national tourism authorities in developing countries. Its major component is to promote research and identification of best practice models.

* * *

Cyber-crime

19 July – The possibility of creating a new global treaty against cyber-crime will be on the agenda when criminologists from around the world gather today in Seoul for the start of a two-day United Nations meeting on combating computer-related offences.

With the Council of Europe’s own Convention against cyber-crime entering into force earlier this month, the meeting’s delegates will consider whether there should be a new worldwide instrument which aims to prevent and combat all crimes involving information technology.

This week’s meeting is being held to prepare the content for one of six workshops taking place at the Eleventh UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in Bangkok next April. As well as discussing the European pact, the meeting will also consider the recommendations of four earlier regional preparatory meetings for the Congress.

The workshop during next year’s summit is likely to focus on how countries can curb cyber-crime domestically while cooperating more on investigation and enforcement, given the transnational nature of much computer-related crime.

* * *

Somalia

19 July – Four boys from Somalia are attending a camp this month with Spanish football powerhouse Real Madrid under a campaign by the United Nations and its partners to foster peace at the grassroots level in the Horn of Africa country.

The youngsters, aged 15 to 17, were selected following a month of tournaments involving 384 members of 24 football teams in different parts of Somalia.

According to the UN country team for Somalia, the Real Madrid scholarships are an important part of the ‘Sports for Peace’ pillar of the ‘Somalis for Peace’ campaign that calls on each of the country’s citizens to work for peace and to demand the same from those who are in a position to deliver it.

The campaign comes at a crucial time in the ongoing peace process at Mbagathi, Kenya, and is being steered by the Somali Aid Coordination Body with the participation of the UN, the European Commission and international and national non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to encourage a ‘bottom-up’ approach to peace building.

“This is a wonderful opportunity for the four boys,” said Jesper Morch, acting Resident Coordinator for the UN Somalia Country Team. “We need to harness youthful energy and provide a positive alternative for the youth in Somalia. Upon their return they will share their skills and experience with their peers and become sport ambassadors and messengers of peace for their country.”

The camp began yesterday and runs through 31 July.

* * *

Malaria

19 July – With malaria causing an estimated 1 million deaths and a further half billion clinical cases every year among African children, a United Nations-backed consortium has received $16 million in grants from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to evaluate a promising new strategy to control the disease in infants.

Announcing the grant today, the Intermittent Preventive Treatment in Infants (IPTi) Consortium said it would conduct five studies in Africa using existing antimalarial drugs to protect infants from the worst effects of the disease. Under this approach, infants receive an antimalarial drug three times during their first year at the time of routine immunization, whether or not they have malaria. Two studies in Tanzania have shown that IPTi reduces malaria and anaemia in the first year by up to 60 per cent.

The Consortium, an alliance of the UN World Health Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and leading research centres in Africa, Europe and the United States, hopes to quickly resolve outstanding scientific questions to allow widespread use of IPTi in Africa, with sufficient data in hand by early 2006 for a policy recommendation.

IPTi has the potential to become a major tool for malaria control because it can be given at the time of routine vaccinations delivered through the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI), one of the best-functioning systems of regular health contact with young children in Africa. 

Because of increasing resistance in parts of Africa to the current standard antimalarial drug sulphadoxine/pyrimethamine, two trials – in Kenya and northern Tanzania – are testing different combinations of drugs. Research in southern Tanzania addresses implementation issues that must be resolved before IPTi can be introduced on a large scale as a routine health intervention. WHO will assess whether IPTi has any effect on an infant’s immune response to EPI vaccines.

By the end of 2008, the Consortium will have generated additional information on the choice of an antimalarial drug, the relationship between IPTi and the development of drug resistance, the impact of IPTi on the development of malarial immunity, and an assessment of cost-effectiveness, acceptability, mortality impact and community effectiveness.

* * * 

Haiti

18 July – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is urging the creation of a “citizen watchdog” to support accountable reconstruction in Haiti, where past efforts at assistance have been hampered by corruption.

The initiative, known in French as an ‘observatoire citoyen,’ would engage with the interim government to monitor budgets and expenditure, according to UNICEF, which said its proposal is receiving increasing support from the Haitian authorities and civil society.

“The international community has long provided large-scale assistance to Haiti, but they were often looking for quick fixes, instead of the steady hand of accountable spending in the social sector,” said UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Kul Gautam. “The observatoire citoyen will be a bridge between the government and the people of Haiti.”

UN statistics indicate a deteriorating situation in the Western Hemisphere’s poorest country. While a Haitian child born in 1990 could expect to live 13 years less than his or her peers in Latin America, a child born today will live 17 years less. More than 200,000 Haitian children have been orphaned by HIV/AIDS.

The rural poor spend on average 13 per cent of all their resources for school fees. One school uniform alone costs them more than three weeks’ income. But they often get little for their investment as schools are generally overcrowded and have few facilities.

“Over the past decades, a succession of Haitian governments have contributed to the country’s decline by misusing funds, focusing on wasteful projects rather than human development priorities and avoiding accountability for their actions,” said Mr. Gautam.

“Investment in Haiti must be done in consultation with Haitians and in a way that builds administrative capacity and a national consensus on poverty reduction that benefits all, starting with children.”

* * *
Central African Republic

19 July – After a five-day training workshop, election supervisors from the Central African Republic’s Electoral Commission started fanning out across the country today to inspect the rural offices where voter lists are being compiled for the January 2005 ballot, the United Nations Peace-Building Office (BONUCA) said.

The workshop, backed by the UN Development Programme (UNDP), covered certifying voter registration offices and wrapped up on Saturday. A second in the series is set to run from today until next Wednesday. 

The preparations are taking place in the capital, Bangui, for the local committees in that city and nearby Bimbo and Bégoua, according to BONUCA.

The head of the Electoral Commission, Jean Wilybiro-Sacko, urged the supervisors and committee members to take the registration process seriously because “the voter list which will be compiled will be used for presidential, legislative and council balloting.”

* * *

Liberia

17 July – The head of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has pledged to create a secure environment for elections scheduled to take place there later this year.

The October polling will constitute “a vital first step in returning Liberia to a free and democratic State,” Jacques Paul Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative, said on Friday.

His remarks came during a ceremony marking the launch of the International Republican Institute Liberia Project, which aims to help political parties in areas such as campaign and message development, fund-raising and leadership.

During the ceremony, 18 registered political parties signed a memorandum of understanding with the Project, a non-profit, non-partisan organization based in the United States.

Through the disarmament and demobilization of ex-combatants and the restructuring of Liberia’s police, UNMIL is fostering conditions for political parties to campaign without constraints and for people to cast their votes “without fear of intimidation,” Mr. Klein said.

“The final goal of the peace process in Liberia is to build lasting democracy and to forge good governance as well as ensuring that the rule of law takes firm root throughout the country,” he added.

The Vice Chairman of Liberia’s National Transitional Government, Wesley Momo Johnson, said the authorities would ensure that the 2005 elections will be “free, fair, transparent and credible.”

“As Liberians, we all know what crooked and unfair elections have done for all of us,” he observed.

“The world is watching Liberia and they have given us another opportunity,” he added, urging the country’s citizens to seize the chance for change.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, 

**Secretary-Generalto Talk to Press
The Secretary-General is back from a three-week trip.  He is working at his residence this morning.  He will be coming in for a series of appointments this afternoon.  We think he should be arriving around 2:15, and we will set up the stakeout for him in the lobby.  And, he has agreed to stop and talk to you for a few minutes at about that time.  We’ll keep you posted in case there is any change in his arrival time.

**Security Council
The Security Council began today with consultations on the subject of “Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts” during which a presidential statement, to be adopted at the end of a public meeting on the same subject, was introduced.

The public meeting began with a briefing by Ambassador Alexander Konuzin, the Chairman of the Counter-Terrorism Committee.

In addition to the Council members, there are nine countries slated to speak.

**Sudan - Security Council
The Security Council presidency has informed us that tentatively scheduled for Wednesday morning is a briefing in closed consultations by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk.

**Sudan - Humanitarian
Meanwhile, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) says the body set up to monitor the United Nations and Sudan’s Joint Communiqué, by which Sudan pledged to facilitate humanitarian access to Darfur, met on Saturday in Khartoum. 

At that meeting, UN officials said that, although humanitarian access had improved, there had been no progress on security and protection of internally displaced persons in the region, according to OCHA.  Instead, air raids and attacks by the Janjaweed and Government-aligned militias were making the displaced persons too afraid to return to their villages. 

OCHA also reports that progress has been made in meeting the humanitarian needs of the displaced persons, but significant gaps remain.  Humanitarian agencies are also worried about recent attacks targeting them, as well as by the increasing pressure the Sudanese Government is putting on internally displaced persons (IDPs) to return to their villages or other relocation sites.

There are more details of the humanitarian situation in a press release available upstairs.

**Afghanistan
A joint UN-Afghan report on human rights shows an uneven human rights picture in Afghanistan, with the degree of political freedom appearing to be greater in Kabul and in the east, and lower in parts of the south.

In western Afghanistan, meanwhile, registered political parties complain that local authorities are curtailing their freedom of expression and operation.  The report also observes a high degree of self-censorship among parties and people who do not share the beliefs of those who hold power in the country’s different regions.

The report, written by the Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission and the UN Mission in Afghanistan, was released on Saturday.  It includes a number of recommendations to improve the environment in which the electoral process is currently unfolding.

**ICTY
Last Friday, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia unsealed the indictment of a Croatian Serb, Goran Hadzic, who was charged with crimes against humanity and war crimes for murder, torture and other acts committed against Croats and other non-Serbs in the Krajina region.

In a press conference today, Tribunal Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte said that the indictment was unsealed after the prosecutors had been informed that Hadzic had been informed about the arrest warrant against him and had gone into hiding. 

She said that the authorities in Belgrade had failed to cooperate with the Tribunal, and urged the Serbian Government to “put its actions where its mouth is” and arrest Hadzic and transfer him to The Hague.

We have a press release upstairs with more details.

**Peru
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has made an emergency grant of $25,000 to Peru’s Government to alleviate suffering brought on by recent snowstorms and intense cold weather in that country.  It has also offered a second grant, also of $25,000, from pre-positioned Danish funds.

Peru has officially declared a state of emergency in eight of its departments, with the number of people affected by the snowstorms and severe cold estimated at more than 150,000.  Agriculture has also been severely affected.

And we have more details in a press release upstairs.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
Our guest here tomorrow will be Ibrahim Gambari, the UN’s Special Adviser on Africa.  And he will be here to talk to you about the appointment of the Secretary-General’s Advisory Panel on International Support for the New Partnership on Africa.

**Press Conferences Tomorrow
And press conferences tomorrow, there are two:  President Ricardo Lagos of Chile will be holding a press conference in this room at 12:45 p.m.; and then at 4:30 p.m., Prime Minister Adrian Nastase of Romania will be here to brief you on the Security Council’s thematic debate on cooperation between the UN and regional organizations in stabilization processes.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Abdurrahim?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Meanwhile, what is the UN’s assessment of how the Sudanese Government has performed since the Secretary-General’s visit to Sudan?

Spokesman:  The Security Council has asked Jan Pronk to brief them.  The Secretary-General is just back.  I think he will want to talk to Pronk and also consult with Council members before making any assessment.  On the humanitarian side, you heard my report.  They’re saying that they see no progress on improving the security situation in the country, and some progress on easing humanitarian access in the work of humanitarian aides.  So, it looks from all outward appearances like a mixed picture.  But, I think it’s too soon for the Secretary-General to say.  And you would maybe get a chance to ask him directly when he comes in this afternoon.  But I believe that would be his answer.

Question:   A question on Iraq.  Given the repeated threats to Iyad Allawi, does the UN have any ideas as what should happen in Iraq?  Should the elections be delayed, for whatever reason, at the end of the year?
Spokesman:  I think that would be a question for the Iraqis to decide.  From a technical point of view, I mean, we would have to ask Carina Perelli what she would advise, but I don’t think we want to speculate about obstacles to the process before they actually arise.  So, let’s hope that the elections can be held on schedule as planned.

Question:   Fred, Lakhdar Brahimi is on the record as saying that the UN does not have a “plan B”.  Is that still the position?

Spokesman:  Well, I mean if that’s what he says, then that must be the case.  But again, I think if you’re talking specifically about elections, and it’s a technical issue, let’s ask Carina Perelli.  Yes, Frank?

Question:   Do you know when they’re going to have a vote in the GA this afternoon?

Spokesman:  On the barrier?

Question:   Yeah.

Spokesman:  I don’t know.  There was talk of holding a vote this afternoon, as you know.  Some question about whether everyone was in position to do that.  And so, the latest, I don’t actually have the latest.  We’ll have to ask the General Assembly President whether there has been any change in their plan for a vote today.  Yes? 

[The Spokesman later confirmed that the General Assembly had scheduled a meeting at 3 p.m. today at which a draft resolution was to be introduced.]

Question:   Now the Secretary-General is back, has there been any talk about when the Palestinians might be meeting with him regarding Larsen?  Last week they had said that they wanted to speak with him about what had... (interrupted).

Spokesman:  Yes, I am aware that there was that intention to meet with the Secretary-General.  I don’t know whether that meeting has yet been scheduled or even whether they have formally asked for it.  So, if you check with me after the briefing, I will try to find out for you.  Akram?

[The Spokesman announced later that there were no meetings scheduled by the Arab League and the Palestinians, on the one hand, and the Secretary-General, on the other.]

Question:   The security situation in Iraq is worsening without any control over it.  Does the Secretary-General see any possibility to do something so that at the beginning of the year the elections will be held in that country?

Spokesman:  Well, you know, security in Iraq is not something we’ve taken responsibility for.  So, the multinational force and the emerging Iraqi security forces are there to try to get the security situation under control.  It’s a tall order.  Everyone knows that.  But, as I have already said, the hope is elections can go ahead as scheduled and that gradually with Iraqis in charge of the process, the security situation would, perhaps slowly, but at least steadily improve.  Yes?

Question:   Where is Ambassador Brahimi now?  Is he still holding consultations on the conference in Iraq or outside Iraq?

Spokesman:  I honestly don’t know.  You catch me by surprise with that question.  So, see me right after the briefing, I’ll get an answer for you.  Yes?

[The Spokesman later announced that Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi was in Egypt on official business.]

Question:   Can you tell as about the whereabouts of Mr. Larsen after the statement by the Palestinian Authority?

Spokesman:  Where is he physically?  I don’t know.  I’d have to check for you.  The Secretary-General spoke with him by phone from the airport terminal on Saturday.  So, I know that the two of them have spoken recently.  But where Mr. Larsen was at that time, or where he might be today, I’ll have to check for you.

[The Spokesman later announced that Mr. Larsen was now in Norway on leave.]

Question:   Is he in any danger that we can talk of?

Spokesman:  Any?

Question:   Any danger after the statement that he was persona non-grata?

Spokesman:  I am not aware, but neither would I be free to discuss any security threat against him.  But I am not aware of any increased security concern since the testimony that he gave to the Security Councillast week and the reaction to it.

Thank you very much.

* *** *
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