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150 river basins could be points for future disputes

Around 150 river basins could become flash points for future disputes, the U.N. Environment Program

(UNEP) said Wednesday, based on results of a study on international water treaties it released the same  day.

      International water treaties and agreements must be signed to prevent possible disputes, Aaron Wolf,associate professor of geography at Oregon State University, said during a news conference in Kyoto, where the World Water Forum is being held. 

      A total '158 of the world's 263 international basins lack any type of cooperative management framework,'

according to the 'Atlas of International Freshwater Agreements' report which UNEP, the U.N. Food and Agricultural Organization and Oregon State University launched.

      The report states that the history of international water treaties dates as far back as 2500 B.C., when the two Sumerian city-states of Lagash and Umma crafted an agreement ending a water dispute along the Tigris River.

______________________________________________________________________________________

The Strait Times

Water conflicts could boil over into violence, say experts 

KYOTO - While wars are unlikely to erupt over water alone, water scarcity could prompt simmering conflicts to boil over into international and interstate violence, experts at the World Water Forum warned yesterday. 

The explosion of a key pipeline in the southern Philippines by Muslim separatists yesterday is a perfect example of the role water plays in expanding regional conflicts, said Mr Peter Gleick of the US-based non-government Pacific Institute. 

'Water can be a very powerful tool in the escalation of violence,' he said on the margins of the forum, which has gathered about 12,000 participants from 165 countries to discuss the global water and sanitation crisis that 

affects 2.4 billion people.

A new report launched by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Oregon State University suggested 150 river basins, which millions depend on for drinking water, irrigation and energy, could be flashpoints for future conflicts. 

The experts pointed specifically to unstable Asia, Latin America and Africa, where basins could be the catalyst for regional bloodshed as populations surge and dwindling resources become more scarce and more costly. 

Though the 'historical norm' has been cooperation between countries, there is a need for 'vigilance, scientific rigour and diplomatic vigour in ensuring that this cooperation is maintained', said UNEP director Klaus Toepfer. 

An agreement to jointly train river basin managers in the Lower Mekong River Basin, which will engage Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam, was to be signed today at the forum. 

The pact 'is a very special conflict-prevention initiative in a region formerly known for conflict', said Mr Joern Kristensen, who heads the Mekong River Commission.--AFP
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Agence France Presse

March 19, 2003 

Wars unlikely, but Water Forum warns shortages could trigger violence

      While wars are unlikely to erupt over water alone, water scarcity could prompt simmering conflicts to boil

   over into international and interstate violence, experts at the World Water Forum warned Wednesday.

      The explosion Wednesday of a key pipeline in the southern Philippines by the nation's largest Muslim

 separatist group is a perfect example of the role water plays in expanding regional conflicts, said Peter Gleick of the US-based non governmental Pacific Institute.

      "Water can be a very powerful tool in the escalation of violence," he said on the margins of the Forum,

  which has gathered some 12,000 participants from 165 countries to discuss the global water and sanitation

  crisis that affects 2.4 billion people. 

      A new report released by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and Oregon State University

 suggested 150 river basins, which millions depend on for drinking water, irrigation and energy, could be

 flashpoints for future conflict.

      The experts pointed specifically to unstable Asia, Latin America and Africa, where basins could be the

catalyst for regional bloodshed as populations surge and dwindling resources become more scarce and more  costly.

      Though the "historical norm" has been cooperation between countries, extending as far back as 2500 BC,

  there is a need for "vigilance, scientific rigor and diplomatic vigor in ensuring that this cooperation is

  maintained and extended to other river systems," said UNEP director Klaus Toepfer.

      The emerging Nile Basin Initiative of 10 African countries stretched along the world's longest river has sought  to address any possible tensions and ensure cooperation in agriculture, environmental protection and

resource management.

      Representatives from Burundi, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Sudan,   Eritrea, Tanzania and Uganda have since 1998 developed community-based initiatives to share the

5,584-kilometer (3,490-mile) river that stretches from Lake Victoria to the Mediterranean.

      An agreement to jointly train river basin managers in the Lower Mekong River Basin, engaging Cambodia,

   Laos, Thailand and Vietnam, was to be signed Thursday at the Forum.

      The pact, to underwrite training of four managers annually to ensure a regional and cooperative approach to   the lower Mekong, "is a very special conflict prevention initiative in a region formerly known for conflict," said  Joern Kristensen, who heads the Mekong River Commission.

      Chinese plans to dam the upper parts of the Mekong within its territory have, however, elicited worried

 grumblings from the mainland Southeast Asian nations whose fishing and agricultural industries are heavily  dependent on its flow.

      And while the current crisis in Iraq has nothing to do with water, the country's relationships with Turkey and Syria have in the past been strained in disputes over the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

      "There has never been a treaty over the Tigris and Euphrates, never any political agreement about the

   allocation of its flows" in generations of disputes that in the 1970s required moderation by Saudi Arabia,

  observed Gleick.

      For Turkey, which has begun massing troops along its border with Iraq in anticipation of the US-led conflict,  the worst-case scenario could be that Iraq's long-suffering Kurds could seize the opportunity to take over  the oil-rich northwest, and Turkey's southeast, as an independent Kurdistan.

      The Anatolia region of Turkey, home to a dam system that includes the showpiece, multibillion-dollar Ataturk dam, is too valuable to risk, Gleick said.

      "Water is a concern in that region that is never far from everyone's thoughts."

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Mosques help fight floods 

     By Ben Sutherland 

     BBC News Online in Kyoto 

     The mosque has come to have added importance in some parts of  Bangladesh - giving people advance warning of flooding. 

     Bangladesh's long history of flooding saw the establishment in 1972 of a Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre (FFWC). 

     However, warnings issued from the FFWC often arrive too late - or not at all. 

     This is due primarily to the widespread poverty in the country, with relatively few people able to access information put out on television, radio and the internet, or in the newspapers. 

     The problem is particularly acute in rural areas, where the warnings are needed  most. 

     Massive improvement 

     The FFWC estimates only half of people in rural areas receive their warnings. 

     But trials using loudspeakers in mosques and at Muslims' five daily prayer meetings to broadcast the latest flood news have seen a massive improvement  in communication. 

     "We found that this worked very well," Akhter Hossain, director of the FFWC,  told the third World Water Forum meeting in the Japanese city of Kyoto. 

     "It makes a lot of difference." 

     Another advantage, he says, is that broadcasts can be made in the local  dialect, making them much more understandable. 

     Hi-tech contrast 

     A joint venture between the US (Nasa) and Japanese space agencies is  planning to eliminate the need for predictions by delivering up-to-the-minute

     data from satellites to the whole world. 

     The system has been given the name The Flying Rain Gauge and is expected to  be fully operational by 2011. 

     "Rather than weather forecasting, we will have real time reports," Yoji Furuhama, executive director of the Japanese space agency Nasda, told the Third World Water Forum in Kyoto. 

     "We will be able to report on the weather as it happens." 

             We can send out a flood warning a month before it  happens -   Chris Ishida  Nasa 

     The system's accuracy is based on the use of radio emitters. They transfer the data into a  system known as Global Precipitation Measurement. 

     A rainfall map is then transmitted every three hours. 

     The map can distinguish between rain and snow, until now the biggest problem with satellite  weather forecasting, to present a perfect snapshot of the world's weather. 

     "There are two ways of using the data," Chris Ishida of Nasa told BBC News Online. 

     "As well as making forecasting more accurate, it can be used to make a river basin elevation  model - a forecast for flooding. 

     "We can send out a flood warning a month before it happens." 

     Information online 

     This is not the only hi-tech proposal at the Kyoto conference for a worldwide programme of  flood warnings. 

     The International Flood Network has put forward plans to launch a Global Flood Alert System,

     which would use observational satellites to collect rainfall information. 

     This would then be collected and broadcast online around the world. 

     That would bypass one of the major problems with current flood warning systems - the  reluctance of countries are often reluctant to share water information with each other. 

     The floods in the Czech Republic last August were one example of the effectiveness of early warning. 

     "Communication is much more effective than five years ago," Vaclav Baka, who advised the Czech Government on preparations for flooding in Prague, told the forum. 

     He said that lesser flooding in 1997 had left 60 people dead, while only 17 had perished in 2002  - despite the much greater damage caused. 

     Knowing that the flood was coming had allowed the evacuation of 5,168 people from the  capital, Prague, as well as other essential preparations, such as use of long-arm diggers to  support bridges at risk, he said. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Le Monde:

 "Il faut produire plus avec moins d'eau" par Jacques Diouf (FAO)                                   

 L'eau est une ressource finie et extrêmement précieuse pour une population mondiale en croissance   rapide. Sera-t-il possible de nourrir deux milliards de bouches supplémentaires en 2003 tout en  gérant les ressources en eau de manière durable ?                                                  

 L'agriculture prélève 70 % de l'eau disponible, la consommation des collectivités urbaines totalisant environ 10 % et l'industrie 20 %. L'agriculture irriguée, fort heureusement, a une  alliée en l'agriculture pluviale qui joue, elle aussi, un rôle important au plan de la sécurité  alimentaire.                                                                                       

 Certes, le défi est de taille : il faudra faire en sorte que les ressources en eau disponibles  permettent d'assurer une production alimentaire suffisante alors que plusieurs régions de la   planète souffrent déjà des effets de la sécheresse. Selon les projections de la FAO, un pays sur  cinq souffrira du manque d'eau d'ici à 2030. Aujourd'hui, la sous-alimentation chronique affecte quelque 840 millions de personnes et la perspective de pénuries d'eau dans les prochaines années   ne fait qu'assombrir ce tableau.                                                                   

 La FAO estime que la production alimentaire mondiale devrait augmenter d'environ 60 % pour nourrir 

 une population croissante. Davantage d'individus devront être mieux nourris. Les habitudes   alimentaires commencent à se ressembler un peu partout dans le monde ; plus de gens mangeront une  nourriture de qualité, incluant notamment de la viande et des dérivés laitiers. Or, ceux-ci   nécessitent beaucoup d'eau pour être produits.                                                     

 Toutefois, tout le monde ne profitera pas, hélas, des progrès récents accomplis en matière  d'alimentation et de nutrition. La faim et la sous-alimentation demeureront largement répandues,    bien que dans une moindre mesure.                                                                  

 A moins que des changements importants se produisent, plus de 440 millions de personnes  continueront de souffrir de faim et de sous-alimentation en 2030. Si la tendance actuelle se  poursuit, l'objectif du Sommet mondial de l'alimentation de 1996 ? réduire de moitié le nombre de sous-alimentés d'ici à 2015 ? ne sera même pas atteint en 2030.                                    

 Des initiatives urgentes sont indispensables pour accélérer le combat contre la faim : en premier   lieu il convient de renforcer le secteur agricole dans les pays les moins avancés.                 

 Actuellement, dans les pays en développement, quelque 20 % (environ 205 millions d'hectares) de   terres agricoles sont irriguées. Elles fournissent environ 40 % de la production agricole. Mais on  estime que ces pays porteront leurs surfaces irriguées à 40 millions d'hectares d'ici à 2030.      

 Alors qu'à l'échelle mondiale, on ne s'attend pas à des pénuries de terres ou d'eau destinée à   l'irrigation, de graves problèmes d'eau devraient continuer à se poser dans bon nombre de pays et régions.                                                                                           

 Déjà, plusieurs pays du Proche-Orient, d'Afrique du Nord et de l'Asie du Sud et de l'Est  surexploitent leurs eaux souterraines et les niveaux, dans certains cas, baissent d'un à trois  mètres par an, ce qui entraîne l'intrusion des eaux salées dans les nappes phréatiques, augmente  le coût du pompage et met en danger la production agricole.                                        

 L'agriculture doit utiliser les ressources en eau de manière plus efficace. Il faut en tirer le  meilleur parti. A cet effet, une meilleure maîtrise s'impose à tous les niveaux. Il convient  surtout d'optimiser les performances aussi bien de l'agriculture irriguée que de l'agriculture  pluviale. Il faut, en outre, investir pour améliorer les echnologies et la gestion de cette  ressource en vue de produire plus avec moins d'eau.                                                

 Une bonne gestion de l'eau implique de mieux cibler les objectifs de production agricole. Les  systèmes d'irrigation que les pays doivent idéalement mettre en place devraient être plus  flexibles et davantage au service des usagers. Quant aux organismes et institutions qui s'occupent de la gestion de l'eau, ils doivent faire preuve de plus de transparence.                          

 D'autre part, il convient de lancer de petits projets à faible coût (collecte de l'eau,    irrigation, drainage), l'accent devant être mis sur la conservation des eaux de pluie et les    systèmes goutte à goutte qui augmentent les rendements et sont préférables à l'inondation des  champs et à l'irrigation par aspersion.                                                            

 Bien entendu, toutes ces initiatives nécessitent la participation des principaux concernés : les  paysans et les communautés rurales. Des réformes législatives seront également nécessaires pour    assurer l'accès équitable de tous à l'eau. Il faudra tenir compte aussi des exigences relatives à  la protection de la santé humaine et de l'environnement.                                           

 La maîtrise de l'eau est une composante clé du programme spécial de la FAO pour la sécurité   alimentaire, mis en place dans plus de 70 pays au cours des dernières années et visant à améliorer  la production et la productivité du secteur agricole dans les pays à faibles revenus et à déficit   alimentaire.                                                                                       

 Gageons que la communauté internationale et les pays concernés porteront en tête de leurs    priorités aux plans politique et financier une bonne gestion de l'eau. Cela permettrait à la fois   de prévenir les crises alimentaires et de satisfaire la demande croissante en produits             

 alimentaires.                                                                                      

 Jacques Diouf est directeur général de la FAO, organisation pour l'alimentation et l'agriculture   

 des Nations unies.                                                                                 

                             __________________________________________________________                                                                       

ARTICLE PARU DANS L'EDITION DU 19.03.03                                                          

  LIBERATION, 18 mars:                                                                               

 Kyoto 2003 Forum mondial de l'eau:  Riccardo Petrella, professeur d'économie : «Créer un impôt pour un budget mondial de l'eau»                                                   

 Piccardo Petrella est professeur d'économie à l'université de Louvain (Belgique) et conseiller à    la Commission européenne. Il est l'auteur du Manifeste de l'eau lancé en 1998 et l'un des  fondateurs de l'Acme, l'Association pour un contrat mondial de l'eau.                              

 L'idée d'un impôt de solidarité sur l'eau, prélevé sur la facture des consommateurs des pays   riches, commence à faire son chemin, notamment au Forum mondial de Kyoto. Qu'en pensez-vous ?      

 Un prélèvement de centimes d'euros sur des mètres cubes d'eau pour financer des projets de   coopération permet en effet de financer des forages de puits, des stations d'épuration ou des  recherches technologiques. Ce genre d'initiatives se multiplie en France (1 million d'euros par an  collectés en Ile-de-France), en Grande-Bretagne ou en Italie (900 000 euros par an en Toscane).    S'il ne faut pas les sous-estimer, ce n'est pas, non plus, la panacée. Ces initiatives ne  remettent pas en cause, par exemple, la surutilisation de l'eau dans l'agriculture qui, à elle  seule, pompe 70 % de l'eau mondiale.                                                               

 Comment voulez-vous financer l'accès à l'eau ?                                                     

 Il faut établir un système fiscal mondial au service de l'ensemble de biens publics qui doivent    être considérés comme mondiaux : santé, éducation, eau... Un budget mondial de l'eau pourrait  ainsi être alimenté via la collecte d'impôts régionaux. Pourquoi ne pas imaginer une taxe sur la   vente des eaux minérales en Europe ? Ou encore la production d'énergie électrique à partir    centrales hydrauliques ? Ou un impôt des Etats ? Ce serait la contribution de l'Europe au service   mondial de biens communs, à commencer, bien sûr, par les pays du Sud. Tout est question de volonté  politique. Or aujourd'hui la priorité reste de favoriser une approche de délégation de service  public aux seules multinationales privées, comme Suez ou Vivendi Environnement.                    

 Pourquoi ces partenariats public-privé représentent-ils selon vous une menace ?                    

 Parce qu'ils partent du présupposé que seuls les marchés financiers sont capables d'aboutir aux   meilleurs modes de financement. Eux qui vont permettre de trouver 100 milliards de dollars annuels  supplémentaires aux 80 milliards existants ! Or ce montant est largement surestimé parce qu'il  inclut, entre autres, la rentabilité nécessaire pour les multinationales. En revanche, l'Acme  évalue à 30 milliards les besoins, uniquement financés par le public, avec pour seule priorité  l'intérêt général...                                                                               

 En attendant un hypothétique impôt global, les investissements privés ne sont-ils pas              

 incontournables ?                                                                                  

 On sort justement de cette croyance. La décennie 90 a été une période de rêve pour les entreprises  de l'eau, notamment française et allemande. Elles ont raflé les contrats de privatisation de plus  de cent grandes villes. On leur reproche, par exemple, de ne pas avoir réalisé les investissements  promis, d'augmenter les prix à la moindre baisse de leur profit... Notamment en Algérie, en Afrique du Sud, au Ghana, au Nigeria, en Argentine, en Bolivie, et même aux Etats-Unis, à Atlanta.  En 2004, des milliers de contrats de l'eau vont être rediscutés en France. Les usagers risquent     fort de se mobiliser pour que l'eau redevienne un bien géré par des services publics. Ce mouvement  ne cesse de prendre de l'importance en Grande-Bretagne, en Belgique ou en Italie.                  

__________________________________________________________________________________

South China Morning Post (Hong Kong)

March 20, 2003

Let's get back to basics - by collecting rain

      The steam wafted into the sitting room of Sally's deluxe hotel suite overlooking the ancient city of Udaipur in India's desert state of Rajasthan. She was enjoying a piping hot shower after a long day exploring Udaipur's maze of medieval streets with her fellow tourists. But after taking a 30-minute shower, one had to wonder if she had forgotten she was in a state where safe drinking water is often a luxury, and in a city that drains  rural village aquifers to fill Monsoon Lake, a popular tourist destination.

      In Kyoto, Japanese government representatives and water activists from around the world are this week

      gathering to ensure that people like Sally stop ignoring the global water crisis. And make no mistake: they

      are discussing matters of life and death, issues of war and peace. The United Nations reports that by 2050,

      up to seven billion of the projected 9.3 billion people on the Earth may suffer water shortages. Already,

      about 40 per cent of the world's population has insufficient water for sanitation and hygiene, and more than

      two million people die annually from diseases related to contaminated drinking water. In developing

      countries, polluted drinking water and inadequate sewerage are the main causes of a host of illnesses,

      including diarrhoea, cholera, typhoid, hepatitis, dengue fever and malaria. 

      In Asia, the situation is particularly bad. Asia's rivers are the world's most polluted; their levels of human

      faecal bacteria are three times the world average, and they contain 20 times as much lead as rivers in

      Western countries. Water shortages not only affect health. Although "oil wars" are capturing the headlines

      today, apocalyptic scholars of international relations forecast that water will increasingly become the

      resource at the root of future cross-border conflicts. The fact that 261 river basins in the world cut across

      different, competing nation-states highlights the possible outbreak of "water wars" if and when they begin to

      run dry. In the past 50 years, 37 disputes over water have erupted into violence between nations. Recently,

      Syria and Iraq have criticised Turkey's damming of the Euphrates. Even the United States and Mexico lay

      competing claims to water coming from the Rio Grande. Similarly frightening is the potential economic fallout  for developing countries unable to afford the cost of securing fresh water. The prospect of mounting  shortages has piqued the interest of corporations in water-abundant countries eager to profit from selling  potable water.

      In Canada, some firms are proposing the export of tankers of "blue gold" to their bottled-water guzzling

      neighbour to the south. Environmentalists in Bolivia are fighting their government's plan to drain water from a  provincial aquifer and sell it to Chile's neighbouring Atacama desert region. And in Asia, Japanese business  interests are buying arctic icebergs to melt, bottle and sell as drinking water. This economic speculation also begs the question: will water-rich nations and international corporations controlling water make hostages  out of nations that have a water deficit? Given the levels of increasing waste and consumption, global  warming and a swelling world population, the scenario seems bleak on the surface.

      But in cities and villages across Asia, there is a glimmer of hope in a simple and ancient method of curbing

      waste - collecting rainwater. In the past century, basic technology used to capture rainwater has declined

      and in its place unnecessary exploitation of rivers and groundwater through dams and wells has become the

      key source of water.

      A study published by the Centre for Science and Environment in New Delhi reported that even in the most

      drought-prone areas, every village in India could meet its basic drinking and cooking needs through rainwater harvesting. In response to the findings, urban Delhi has started a massive campaign aimed at setting-up  water tanks on roofs, from shantytowns to the government capital building. And the rainwater movement is   not just an Indian preserve. The UN is touting an initiative in the arid northwestern province of Gansu as a  model of freshwater conservation. From humble beginnings in the 1980s, the programme has expanded to 17  provinces and now meets the drinking water and irrigation needs of more than 15 million people.

      A partnership between the UN Environment Programme and Shanghai's Tongji University aims to expand

      the programme to include urban areas, with catchment facilities supplying water for everything from

      over-utilised air-conditioning systems to drought relief. Even developers of the Shanghai World Financial

      Centre - which, upon completion, will be the world's tallest building - plan to create a rainwater reservoir at

      the top.

      The UN is striving to replicate the programme internationally in its attempts to halve the number of people

      without access to fresh water by 2015. A declaration in support of rainwater harvesting is expected to be

      included in the ministerial statement stemming from the Third World Water Forum in Japan. But the danger of

      throwing blind support behind a rainwater panacea is that capturing rainwater does not hit the water crisis

      at its core - namely, apathy and mismanagement.

      What is needed first is greater awareness about the simple ways governments and citizens can all save

      water, so that the next time Sally and her friends return to a drought-prone area on holiday, they will think

      twice before giving their hair that second shampoo.Alonzo Emery is a writer based in Ningbo

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Times of India

March 20, 2003

HOW GREEN IS KAREEM'S LAND

      BYLINE: Seema Kamdar

MUMBAI: He is no greenhorn in his field. And he has 32 acres to prove it. P. Abdul Kareem, 55, does not

      have a master's degree in biodiversity or environment conservation, but he knows the best way to live is to

      let live.

      And that's what he has done on his piece of paradise, Puliyamkulam, that nestles alongside a small town,

      Parappa, in Kasargode district of Kerala. 

      Nature blooms in abundance all along this thick forest which has been untouched by mankind. Visitors find it

      hard to believe that the area was a wasteland once upon a time. That was 25 years ago.

      It's been a long journey for this nature lover who started off in the seventies as a travel agent in Mumbai

      trying to cash in on the Gulf boom. His wife is from Puliyamkulam.

      "I used to feel blissful at the hills there,'' he recalls. And when the longing grew, he simply bought five acres

      of rocky hillside there in 1977 to sate his soul.

      "It cost me Rs 3,500. Big money back then. People laughed at me,'' he says. The place had an old well that

      was virtually dry. The land yielded little for years but Kareem has refused to look back, pouring all his money

      into the land.

      Villagers looked on curiously at this man possessed as he went about buying barren plots of land around that

      went abegging. He planted seeds enthusiastically but they died for want of water. His patience paid off in

      the fourth year when his wild saplings seemed to have acquired life, and water gurgled in the well.

      An elated Kareem splurged on his saplings and the earth exploded in full bloom. The birds arrived and so did

      some wild animals.

      "There are mongoose,wild hen and snakes in my forest,'' he says with evident pride. Two ponds were added

      and a house in 1986. Kareem is his forest's only keeper.

      He tends to it lovingly, by letting nature take its course, never interfering by pruning or weeding or cutting,

      and keeping out all man-made toxins at bay: cars are not allowed in, pesticides are a no-no.

      In the demeanour of an academic, he clinically lists the benefits for an outsider: "clean, oxygen-rich air; the

      water is so pure, it needs no purification.''

      Mere filtration is enough. A private laboratory has certified it to be rich in minerals. Even as water tables all

      around are falling, the water table in Kareem's forest is rising.

      Then, count the fact that the forest is a natural coolant. The temperature in Kareem's forest is always

      about eight degrees less than in neighbouring Nileshwar.

      "Right now, it's 35 degrees C in Nileshwar, 32 degrees C in Parappa and 28 degrees C in my forest.''

      Though maintenance comes costly, there is simply no question of selling the wood. Instead, Kareem plans to

      sell the water that is in abundance in his forest. "I can draw out five lakh litres every day.''

      Though he seeks none, accolades have been coming, the latest being a possible mention in the Global 500

      Roll of Honour for Environmental Achievement to be published in June 2003 by the UN Environmental

      Programme. Kareem has been referred by no less a person than scientist M.S. Swaminathan.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Philippine Star

PRIVATE
Wanted: Young individuals with eco-innovative ideas


Publish Date: [Thursday, March 20, 2003]


PRIVATE

Bayer Phils. is calling all Filipino youths nationwide, 17 to 23 years old, who have an interesting innovative idea or concept, to join the search for the country’s representatives to the Eco-Innovative 03, a youth forum that will be held at the University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia on July 13-18. 

Created by a partnership among Bayer, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the University of New South Wales (UNSW), Eco-Innovate 03 is an invitation for young people across the Asia-Pacific region to take up what the United Nations describes as the biggest challenge of the new century – to take an abstract idea, "sustainable development," and turn it into a daily reality for the world’s people. 

Eco-Innovate 03 was formally launched at the UNSW in Sydney recently and Australian long-distance swimmer Susie Maroney hurled the challenge to all the young people across the Asia-Pacific to join this exciting new regional environmental initiative. 

"High school students in Western Australia have developed a water purifier which is powered by a bicycle. Eco-innovations like this seem like simple ideas, but they have the potential to create environmental benefits," Maroney said. 

What are eco-innovative ideas? They are innovative and sustainable ideas that constitute a sustainable development solution. Student eco-innovations such as a solar heated doghouse, a hammock made from recycled plastic bags, a toothbrush powered by the Sun were showcased in the launch alongside cutting-edge UNSW innovations like the solar hydrogen cell that produced energy from water and light and a new natural technique that uses bacteria to clean the hull of boats. 

In the Philippines, six finalists will be selected, from whom the best two will get to go to the forum in Sydney where they will be given the opportunity to learn about the steps necessary to develop their eco-innovative ideas. 

These two young individuals will also get a chance to meet other young people across the Asia-Pacific and share ideas and experiences. 

The forum will have a high-level involvement from the UNEP, the World/Australian Business Development Council, key government agencies, the academe and other environmental organizations in Australia. 

By involving young people from Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines, China and India, the forum recognizes the importance of generating innovations that draw on different cultural and natural heritages and respond to local needs. 

Surendra Shrestha, regional director and representative of UNEP in the Asia-Pacific, said, "We urgently need more innovations in current production and consumption patterns. Today, just 15 percent of the world’s population accounts for 56 percent of consumption and if everybody lived like them, we would need 2.6 additional planets to support us all." 

Eco-Innovative 03 is sponsored by Bayer, an international research-based group with major businesses in health care, crop science, polymers and chemicals. 

Bayer is the official partner of UNEP for Youth Education in the Asia-Pacific, working on numerous joint initiatives related to the environment. 

The UNEP, established in 1972, works to encourage sustainable development through sound environmental practices everywhere. The UNSW is recognized internationally as a world-class center of teaching, learning and research, and leads in solar energy research. 

How can the youth join the search? They can simply log on to www.eco-innovate.net, download the application form and send the completed form to Bayer Philippines Inc., Corporate Communications, Canlubang Industrial Estate, Calamba, Laguna. 

For more information, call (02) 450-7200 or (049) 549-7375. All entries must be received by Bayer Phils. not later than April 30. Only one name should accompany each entry.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

     Environmentalist wins $1m prize 
     By Helen Sewell 

     BBC News Online science staff 

     Professor Holmes Rolston III, a philosopher leading the international debate on environmental ethics, has been awarded the one-million-dollar Templeton Prize. 

             Global warming is a bigger threat to the world than Saddam Hussein  Prof Holmes Rolston 

     It is the world's most lucrative annual prize for an individual and is given to raise awareness of

     how scientific research can lead to discoveries about spirituality. 

     Previous recipients have included Mother Teresa of Calcutta; Paul Davies, a mathematical

     physicist who examined the philosophical and theological implications of discoveries in

     quantum physics and cosmology; and mathematician John Polkinghorne who sought to

     reconcile the Big Bang with religious perceptions. 

     Holmes Rolston, Professor of Philosophy at Colorado State University, US, is sometimes

     referred to as the "father of environmental ethics". 

     Greater threat 

     He has published his thoughts in a wide range of academic journals, exploring the relationship

     between genetics, evolutionary biology, ethics and religion. 

     He believes that a more spiritual approach could help to solve global problems. 

    "Our planetary crisis is one of spiritual information," he told BBC News Online, "not so much

     sustainable development, certainly not escalating consumption, but using the Earth with

     justice and charity. Science cannot take us there, religion perhaps can." 

     Professor Rolston has criticised the US Government for paying too much attention to Iraq

     while failing to address the bigger problem of global warming. "Global warming is a bigger

     threat to the world than Saddam Hussein," he said. 

     Judging panel 

     "The US is about to commit the resources and soul of the nation to a war in Iraq, but it has

     shown no leadership whatsoever in addressing the problems arising from global warming." 

     He would like to see more international effort "to figure out humankind's appropriate place on

     the planet and to use the Earth's valuable resources with care and concern." 

     The Templeton Prize forms part of an annual $40m investment by Sir John Templeton into

     exploring spirituality. 

     It is awarded by a panel of judges from the major religions of the world. 

     Giving back 

     Sir John made his fortune in global fund management and Professor Rolston said that as a

     radical environmentalist he was very surprised to win the award from such a well-known

     capitalist. 

     However he is glad his work has been recognised and he hopes the award will bring attention

     to the deepening of respect and reverence for the natural world. 

     He plans to give the $1m prize money to fund a new professorship in science and religion at

     Davidson College in North Carolina, where he studied physics 50 years ago. 

     "That is where I got my start," he said, "and in the future I want the same possibilities for

     others to think about science and religion." 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP initiative to boost cleaner investments in East Africa 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Thirty delegates from financial institutions, insurance companies and clean production centres in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda are meeting here Wednesday to assess the effectiveness of a revolving Fund to facilitate cleaner production investments in East Africa. The daylong workshop organized by UNEP is a follow-up to discussions with some financial institutions in the three countries and the progress monitored during negotiations with the African Development Bank (ADB), the future to host the envisaged fund. Delegates will take stock of inputs from partners that are critical to the success of the proposed revolving fund for cleaner productions Projects investment in East Africa (policy makers, financial institutions, cleaner production centres and the ADB, before the concept is presented to potential donors. The facility is expected to be revolving in nature, managed at regional level. UNEP's Executive Director Mr. Klaus Toepfer said: "Striking a balance between economic development and sustainability for the growing number of people remains the major environment and development challenge. "The two are intricately integrated and require a coherent regional approach for their solution. This calls for strong partnerships with governments, industry, financial institutions, civil society and the donor community."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045485&dte=19/03/2003
US army to help prevent floods in Africa 

Kyoto, Japan (PANA) - The United States military is to shortly commence a programme to help prevent floods in Africa, US Army Gen. Robert Flowers announced Tuesday in Kyoto, Japan, on the fringes of the World Water Forum. "I personally toured eight countries in West and Southern Africa.  The US military role in preventing floods would include providing information to the countries concerned, training of experts and supply of rescue equipment, Flowers said. He said Mozambique could be the first beneficiary of the US aid, as discussions between senior officials of the two countries were at "a very advanced stage." Flowers recalled the US military has for nearly 200 years maintained an engineering corps specialized in water management and prevention of natural disasters, notably floods.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng045529&dte=19/03/2003
Premier's Project to Be Lauded At Water Week Celebration

BuaNews (Pretoria): Mpumalanga Premier Ndaweni Mahlangu's special project to deliver water in rural areas will be lauded at water week celebrations in Driekoppies, south of Malelane, tomorrow. The project, worth R131-million, involves installing water metres in rural areas across the province, addressing the infrastructure backlog for roads and irrigation, and trying to create jobs for the youth. Water week is an annual event officially launched in 1992 and is celebrated throughout the country to raise awareness of the value of water. It is normally celebrated in the third week of March and coincides with World Water Day on March 22. The celebrations at Driekoppies stadium include music, poetry, drama and exhibitions 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303190423.html
Experts Warn On Climate Change

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Experts are warning that drastic climatic change is having negative effects on temperature and rainfall patterns. The 3rd World Water Forum being held in Kyoto, Japan was told that two-thirds of the world population would live in water scarce areas by 2025. The World Conservation Union (IUCN) called for renewed efforts to deal with water and environment issues to stem the tide of overall climate change. IUCN contends that dealing with climate change can no longer be solely a matter for experts. "Widespread involvement of society is now needed to deal with the growing uncertainty about future impacts," Dr Ger Bergkamp, IUCN's freshwater management adviser, said. Bergkamp called for coalition of politicians, scientists, managers and civil society to assess risks and identify appropriate responses. Delegates at the Kyoto Forum were told cllimate change already shows its impacts in increased climate variability world-wide.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303190661.html
Women Honoured for Dedication in Water Affairs

BuaNews (Pretoria): Society ought to hold women in mind as a symbol of dedication and hard work that needs to be emulated, says water affairs and forestry minister Ronnie Kasrils. And, true to the conviction, on Friday night during the Women in Water awards in Johannesburg, an array of women was honoured for their dedication in water affairs. He said it was a painful sight to still see women walk long distances 'with buckets of water balanced precariously on their heads. “These women dedicate what little resource they have their bodies an precious time, to fetching water for their families.' He explained that the awards were designed to honour and celebrate the hard work of women and to highlight the participation of professional and community based women. They also seek to recognize the key role women play in poverty eradication, education and sustainable development in both urban and rural settings.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303190591.html
Sondu Project Addressed At Kyoto Forum

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The issue of the controversial multi-million Sondu-Miriu hydropower project got a rare mention at the 3rd World Water Forum in Kyoto, Japan yesterday. The International Hydropower Association said it wished to see the project concluded. Responding to claims that the project's completion was in limbo for having failed an environmental assessment test, Association President Prof. Raymond Latiffe said there was no project that did not have side-effects. Latiffe, however, said it was imperative hydropower programmes in developing countries were adequately evaluated.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200303190689.html
________________________________________________________________________________________
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Political news

FT, 19 March, page 4

IRAQ CRISIS: Jurists condemn plan as illegal

Geneva: The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) yesterday accused the US, the UK and their allies of planning "an illegal invasion" of Iraq, amounting to a war of aggression.

The Geneva-based ICJ, comprising 60 of the world's top jurists on international law and human rights, said a war waged without a clear mandate from the United Nations Security Council would constitute a flagrant violation of the prohibition of the use of force

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030319000483&query=Jurists+condemn+plan+for+illegal+invasion&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
General environment news

Le  Monde, 19 March, page 12: “Il faut produire plus avec moins d’eau” par Jacques Diouf

http://www.lemonde.fr/recherche_articleweb/1,9687,313332,00.html?query=Jacques+Diouf&query2=&booleen=et&num_page=1&auteur=&dans=dansarticle&periode=7&ordre=pertinence&debutjour=&debutmois=&debutannee=&finjour=&finmois=&finannee=&G_NBARCHIVES=767+170
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Puebla - Moment of Truth for FTAA




By Germán A. de la Reza*
The most sensitive point in the FTAA negotiations, which get underway Monday in this Mexican city, is defining the timeline for the liberalization of the markets of the Americas.
MEXICO CITY - The final phase of negotiations to create the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) begin Mar 17 in the Mexican city of Puebla with the major issues of dissent still pending, despite hundreds of assessments, more than 600 days of commission meetings and two drafts of the trade treaty itself.

But although there is a long way to go to achieve consensus on key points, it is highly probably that the final agreement will be adjusted to the positions of the U.S. delegation, given the implicit bilateralism of the process, which since the beginning has promoted separate relations of each country with the United States.

Perhaps the most sensitive point on the Puebla agenda of negotiations, which are to last until the end of 2004 with the FTAA slated to enter into force in 2005, is the definition of the timeline for liberalizing tariffs throughout the western hemisphere.

The United States says there should be three phases (immediate, five and 10 years), with a substantial reduction in tariffs at the end of the first five years. Most countries of Latin America, however, are pushing for 10 years or more for the elimination of tariffs.

The disagreement is based on the difference between the average tariffs on U.S. imports (1.1 percent for imports from Latin America) and the 25 economies of Latin America and the Caribbean that are considered small, where tariffs average 10 percent and represent 20 to 60 percent of fiscal revenues.

Despite the risks of making Latin American industries vulnerable and of exacerbating fiscal imbalances in the region, the calendar will not vary much from the U.S. proposal.

The FTAA was designed in such a way that tariff liberalization is the essence of the project. It is also one of the top priorities of the United States.

An extended timeline would not be desirable because it would not offer many trade advantages over the agreements of the World Trade Organization (WTO), where global negotiations are occurring in parallel to the FTAA. And any advantages would quickly dissipate.

In the tension-filled agricultural chapter of the FTAA talks, dissent is concentrated in three themes: farm subsidies within the western hemisphere, the subsidized products of countries outside the region, and treatment of sensitive farm sectors.

The most important, undoubtedly, is the matter of farm subsidies. The United States (which spends 0.9 percent of its gross domestic product on subsidies) and Brazil (a leading exporter of the same products that the United States protects on its own market) maintain opposing stances on the issue.

Although Brazil and other countries have conditioned their participation in the FTAA on the eradication of subsidies, it is unlikely that they will be able to prevent the dispute from being passed on to the WTO, as the United States is asking, for various reasons.

First, because of the opposition of U.S. lobby groups, especially in the southern state of Florida, upset by the liberalization of U.S. agriculture in general.

Second, because of the global implications of the subsidies. Although the United States subsidizes 23 percent of its farm sector, the level in the European Union is 40 percent and in Japan 60 percent. Washington will not want to take to the WTO a concession on subsidies in the hemispheric arena until Europe does likewise.

And thirdly, because the negotiating capacity of Brazil -- which is important because of its enormous economy and its role in achieving consensus (it is co-chair with the United States of the final phase of the FTAA talks -- has an Achilles heel: Brazil's only option if the United States rejects the elimination of farm subsidies would be to walk out of the negotiations, paying high costs if it has to go it alone.

Another of the pending points in the FTAA process that requires a clear response from the Puebla round is the treatment of the region's smaller economies -- 25 of the 34 participating countries.

There is a proposal to create economic cooperation mechanisms aimed at leveling the playing field for implementing the hemispheric trade agreements.

Depending on its scope, volume and longevity as an instrument for cohesion, economic cooperation is irreplaceable for facilitating Latin America's adaptation to the U.S. price structure, as well as to new fiscal balances.

From the most optimistic standpoint, it could even prevent the gap between rich and poor countries in the Americas from widening, and ensure that the FTAA is not merely a facilitator for U.S. business, the route that we already seem to be following.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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UAE
Dubai Municipality inspects 268 industrial units 
 

The inspectors of the Environment Protection and Safety Section at the Environment Department of Dubai Municipality carried out 268 inspections in industrial establishments in Dubai during January. 

Of the total, 127 were follow-up visits, 14 were carried out on the basis of complaints received from the public, 13 for evaluating the environmental requirements in new industrial establishments and 113 routine inspections. During the inspections 19 fines were issued. 

The Safety Unit of the section carried out 237 inspection visits to construction sites, swimming pools, hotels, toy shops, amusement shops, and accident sites.

During these visits, six construction sites were inspected to check whether employees were equipped with the necessary safety devices. Besides, 59 toy shops were checked for compliance of safety norms and to ensure that no banned toys were sold.

Other safety inspection visits included 100 visits to swimming pools, nine visits to follow up accidents that occurred due to the absence of safety precautions, and nine on the basis of complaints from the public.

http://gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=81197

Bahrain
Thousands of leaflets instructing people on how to react to chemical attacks were distributed around Bahrain yesterday. They were published by the Interior Ministry.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Annan appeals for global humanitarian assistance in case of war

*
As war looms, Security Council discusses Iraqi disarmament, relief aid

*
Outlining disarmament tasks, Blix laments lack of time for inspections

*
UN completes withdrawal of staff

*
UN Children’s Fund warns of war’s disastrous potential for Iraqi youngsters

*
As war nears, UN official urges world not to forget plight of refugees

Other news

*
Small window for putting Middle East peace back on track, Security Council told

*
UNICEF urges sustained investment in education and health for Afghan females

*
Top UN rights official welcomes acquittal of human rights activists in Egypt

*
Annan recommends gradual withdrawal of UN troops in Sierra Leone

*
WHO advises no travel restrictions despite outbreak of respiratory disease

*
Water is essential to realization of human rights, UN officials tell global forum


*
River basins potential source of international conflict, UN reports

* * * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

19 March – With the prospect of war in Iraq looming over Security Council deliberations on the key remaining disarmament issues for Baghdad to resolve, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan appealed to the international community today to do “everything we can to mitigate the imminent disaster” of the humanitarian crisis facing the Iraqi people.

Speaking at the conclusion of the Council’s meeting, which was attended by five Foreign Ministers, the Secretary-General noted that over the past 20 years the Iraqi people had been through two major wars, internal uprisings and more than a decade of debilitating sanctions. “In the short term, the conflict that is now clearly about to start can only make things worse – perhaps much worse,” he said.

The Secretary-General also stressed that Iraq’s most vulnerable citizens – the elderly, women and children, and the disabled – are denied basic health care for lack of medicines and that nearly a million children suffer from chronic malnutrition. “I am sure members of this Council will agree that we must do everything we can to mitigate this imminent disaster, which could easily lead to epidemics and starvation.”

The Council was meeting to hear reports from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), which is responsible for the biological and chemical weapons profile, and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which is in charge of investigating the nuclear arms programme, on what issues remain for ridding Iraq of banned weapons of mass destruction.

The Secretary-General said the UN had done its best to assess the possible effects of war in terms of refugees and human need, but of the $123.5 million requested a month ago in preparation for an Iraqi conflict, only $45 million had been pledged so far and only $34 million received.

“I’m afraid we shall very soon be coming back with an appeal for much larger sums to finance actual relief operations – and I earnestly hope that Member States will respond with generosity and speed,” he said.

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

19 March – In the shadow of imminent war, the Security Council today discussed reports from the two top United Nations arms inspectors on key tasks for ridding Iraq of weapons of mass destruction and also emphasized the importance of humanitarian aid to that country in the event of armed conflict.

While Council members voiced their support for the work of Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), they reiterated their previous positions on how to proceed with the disarmament of Iraq. Despite those differences, however, Council members agreed on the need to prevent a humanitarian disaster for the Iraqi population in case of conflict.

Opening the debate, German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer said his country “emphatically rejects the impending war.” Pointing to recent improved cooperation, Mr. Fischer said: “Why should we now – especially now – abandon our plan to disarm Iraq with peaceful means? The United Nations is the only appropriate framework for this. No one can seriously believe that disarmament by wars are the way forward.” He also stressed his concern for the human consequences of war and UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s readiness to propose measures to mitigate them.

Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin of France said war could be only the last resort, with collective responsibility being the rule. “Whatever our aversion for Saddam Hussein’s cruel regime, that holds true for Iraq and for all the crises that we will have to confront together,” he said. He added that the choice was between those who wanted to resort to force for a speedy resolution of complex issues and those, like France, who proposed resolute action over time. “The Iraq crisis allowed us to craft an instrument through the inspections regime, which is unprecedented and can serve as an example,” he said. “Why, on this basis, not envision establishing an innovative, permanent structure, a disarmament body under the United Nations?”

Russia’s Foreign Minister, Igor Ivanov, said the inspectors, if allowed to continue their work, had everything necessary to conclude the disarmament process peacefully. If there were indisputable facts demonstrating that from the territory of Iraq there was a direct threat to the security of the United States, then Russia, without hesitation would be prepared to use all the means available under the UN Charter to eliminate such a threat, he said. But the Security Council was not in possession of such facts. That was why the Russian Federation preferred a political settlement relying on the activities UNMOVIC and IAEA, which enjoyed the complete trust of the international community.

Farouk Al-Shara’, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Syria, the Council’s only Arab member, said that within hours a war of aggression would be unleashed in Iraq. The majority of the Council, he added, had rejected the adoption of a resolution authorizing the use of force. He categorically rejected the feverish calls for war, which he said had no moral or legal justification.

Pakistan’s Permanent Representative, Munir Akram, regretted that the Council had been unable to find agreement. He said Pakistan believed that every peaceful avenue should have been exhausted before resorting to force. It was now important to decide how to address the humanitarian challenges in the days to come, he said. The time and space for diplomacy never ended. Even once the guns spoke, the duty of the Council was to restore peace and security and prevent the suffering of the people in Iraq.

Mexico deplored that it had not been possible to arrive at a decision to continue disarming Iraq, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser told the Council. Now was the time for the Council to analyze the tasks that lay ahead. That must be done with a collective responsibility and a clear understanding of the forthcoming challenges, first among them, coping with the humanitarian situation in Iraq and, in the event of war, the country’s reconstruction. The Council should take action immediately to restore the mandates that had been suspended with the withdrawal from Iraq of UN staff.

Speaking for the United States, Ambassador John Negroponte commended UNMOVIC and IAEA for their efforts to implement inspections under difficult circumstances, but regrettably the two reports were now overtaken by the reality on the ground. In the meantime, the Council would be faced with the humanitarian situation of the Iraqi people, which was an issue to which the US Government had dedicated significant resources, he said. The Government had planned for all United Nations development agencies to be prepared to administer necessary relief as soon as possible.

Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon said the Council should continue to play its role as the body responsible for the maintenance of international peace and security. His delegation had carefully examined the programme of work prepared by UNMOVIC and it could be a good basis for future work, he said. He hoped trust would soon be restored among Council members, since the United Nations was the only framework to protect peace.

Spanish Ambassador Inocencio Arias said President Saddam Hussein bore sole responsibility for the suspension of inspections through his pattern of deceit and his choice to openly choose the path of confrontation. He said he was concerned about the humanitarian dimension in Iraq, for which measures must be taken. He supported the initiative to introduce a draft resolution on that question.

Ambassador Gabriel Valdés of Chile said the Council should have persisted in the task of inspections and he was convinced that the inspections were capable of achieving the international community’s objective – the peaceful disarmament of Iraq. In the weeks to come, Chile would tackle the challenge of coping with the “burden of horror” that the war would bring down on millions of Iraqis, he said. The Council would have to work untiringly to protect lives and restore the peace.

Angolan Ambassador Helder Lucas deplored the fact that the inspectors had been unable to fulfil their tasks and that Iraq had failed to convince the international community that it was making genuine efforts to disarm. Angola had consistently defended a peaceful solution and reiterated that the use of force should be the last resort, he said. Now that the diplomatic solutions seemed exhausted and war seemed inevitable, the Council should continue to play its role in facing the immense tasks of the post-war period for reconstruction of Iraq.

China’s Permanent Representative, Wang Yingfan, said that, in light of recent progress, he believed it was possible to achieve the goal of disarming Iraq peacefully. No one should put an end to the road to peaceful disarmament. China was ready, together with the Council and the majority of Member States, to assist the Council in shouldering its responsibilities.

Bulgarian Ambassador Stefan Tafrov commended the inspection teams led by Mr. Blix and Mr. ElBaradei, and said the suspension of their work should not call into question the usefulness of inspections in general. Inspections would remain a necessary tool to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction but Iraq had failed to use its last chance to implement Council resolutions on disarmament. He said Bulgaria was deeply committed to multilateralism and he was convinced that the Council would maintain its role in preserving international peace and security.

For his part, Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock said the United Kingdom also stressed the need ensure rapid humanitarian assistance to Iraq. He hoped that together the countries of the United Nations would make rapid progress on that issue. He said it was Iraq’s refusal to comply with UN resolutions that had given rise to the current situation but emphasized that the United Nations had a central role to play in Iraq and on issues associated with it. He continued to see an important role for UNMOVIC and IAEA in carrying out further monitoring in the future.

Foreign Minister François Lonseny Fall of Guinea, which holds the Council Presidency for March, said his country believed in the possibility of safeguarding peace and achieving the common objective of the complete disarmament of Iraq. If an armed conflict was inevitable, appropriate steps should be taken to spare the civilian population and limit the damage to the infrastructure. He agreed in advance to any proposal by the Secretary-General to cope with the humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people.

Invited to address the Council, Iraq’s Permanent Representative, Mohammad Aldouri, reiterated that Iraq no longer possessed weapons of mass destruction and said the United States and the United Kingdom, by failing to provide evidence to the contrary, had exposed their real intentions, namely the occupation of Iraq and controlling its oil wealth. The dire humanitarian effects of military aggression meant tens of thousands of casualties, complete destruction to infrastructure and spread of epidemics and diseases, he said.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

19 March – Top United Nations arms inspector Hans Blix today presented a work programme to the Security Council on the key remaining tasks for disarming Iraq, expressing also his sadness that inspections had run out of time and that it appeared war was “imminent.”

In his remarks to the Council, which also heard from Gustavo Zlauvinen, a representative for Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mr. Blix, the Executive Chairman of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), pointed out that he had speeded up the presentation of the work plan from 27 March to last Monday at the request of the Council. “I note that on the very same day we were constrained together with other UN units to order the withdrawal of all our inspectors and other international staff from Iraq,” he said.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan ordered the withdrawal of UN personnel – including the UNMOVIC and IAEA inspectors, the UN agencies, programmes and funds implementing the humanitarian oil-for-food programme and the UN observers in the demilitarized zone along the Iraq-Kuwait border – after receiving advice from the United Kingdom and the United States over the weekend regarding their continued safety and security in the region.

“I naturally feel sadness that three and months of work carried out in Iraq have not brought the assurances needed about the absence of weapons of mass destruction or other proscribed items in Iraq, that no more time is available for our inspections and that armed action now seems imminent,” Mr. Blix told the Council at the outset of its meeting, which was chaired by Foreign Minister François Lonseny Fall of Guinea.

Mr. Blix also told the Council that Iraq had recently provided further information on a number of unresolved issues, and that these efforts by Iraq should be acknowledged, although “the value of the information thus provided must be soberly judged.” UNMOVIC experts, he added, “have found so far that in substance only limited new information has been provided that will help to resolve remaining questions.”

Noting that the work programme, which was prepared by a large staff of UNMOVIC inspectors and other resources, would seem to have only limited practical relevance in the current situation, Mr. Blix stressed that UNMOVIC was a subsidiary organ of the Council. Until the Council took a new decision on the Commission’s role and functions, previous resolutions remained valid to the extent practicable and “it is evidently for the Council to consider the next steps,” he said.

* * *

Iraq

19 March – The withdrawal of United Nations personnel from Iraq was completed today, with workers that had been monitoring Iraqi oil exports evacuated with the full cooperation of the country’s authorities, according to a UN spokesman.

Arrangements were made for the workers to be evacuated from an oil platform at the port of Mina al Bakr via Iraqi tugboat, which transferred them to another platform. They were eventually taken to international waters and transferred to a US ship, which took them to a port in the Persian Gulf.

Meanwhile in New York, Security Council members took note of the decision by Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Monday to suspend, for security reasons, the work of UN humanitarian personnel in Iraq.

A note issued by the Council President said the members stood ready to consider, as soon as possible, proposals being prepared by the Secretary-General on how to meet the humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people, taking into account the urgency of the humanitarian situation in the country.

Speaking in the Council today, Mr. Annan pledged that the United Nations will do whatever it can to help the Iraqi people “without in any way assuming or diminishing” the ultimate responsibility, under international law, of the belligerents to protect civilians in conflict and of the occupying power for the welfare of the population.

The UN has established a relief hub in Cyprus, staffed with more than 100 personnel and working under the leadership of Ramiro Lopes da Silva, the UN’s Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

19 March – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) issued a stark warning today that the most vulnerable of Iraq’s children may not have the strength to survive the impact of war.

“Conflict could very well have disastrous consequences for Iraqi children,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “Malnourished children, children who have not been immunized, children who are displaced from their homes – all these children are at very high risk.”

Noting that children make up half the population of Iraq and that UNICEF had carried out nutrition and immunizations programmes to boost the resilience of the most vulnerable children, Ms. Bellamy added: “But still the questions remains, will they be strong enough to survive?”

There was no way of knowing how many children might perish during war or its aftermath, since that would depend on how long war lasts and how it affects civilian infrastructure, Ms. Bellamy said. But, she warned, “children will die in this war. That’s a fact. The question is how many children we can protect. That has got to be a priority for all of us now.” 

UNICEF said it had positioned thousands of tons of emergency relief supplies in Iraq and neighbouring countries to help mount a rapid response, including essential medicines, water purification tablets, therapeutic milk and other life-saving supplies.

Following the withdrawal of UN international staff from Iraq on Tuesday, UNICEF’s work in the country is now in the hands of its 160 national staff members. 

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

18 March – With war in Iraq perhaps mere days away, the head of the United Nations refugee agency has urged the international community not to forget the fear, destruction, loss of innocent lives and desperation faced by those fleeing their homes.

In an address yesterday to the Geneva-based UN Commission on Human Rights, High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers said that while “strong and decisive action” was needed to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, “every effort should also be made to prevent situations which might give rise to new flows of refugees and more human misery.”

“For this, in itself, could breed insecurity and could sow the seeds of tomorrow’s terrorism,” Mr. Lubbers told the world leaders gathered for the Commission’s first-ever high-level segment. In the last three years, he added, more than 100,000 Iraqis had applied for asylum in other countries – a sad testimony to the state of their country.

Mr. Lubbers said that despite all UN efforts, the world found itself on the brink of war in Iraq. But the international community could not, meanwhile, allow important programmes outside Iraq to be neglected. “Already too many people in the world had paid a price because of the exclusive focus of the international community on the Iraq situation,” he said.

Calling for sustained humanitarian funding and action in other regions of the world where serious human rights problems and refugee flows were also occurring, Mr. Lubbers said its was crucial that any large-scale relief operation for Iraqis be funded through a refocusing of the existing Iraqi oil-for-food programmes.

Pointing out some the acute difficulties faced by all displaced persons, Mr. Lubbers stressed that a focus on policies of deterrence and migration control – particularly in the post-11 September environment – had tainted the institution of asylum in the public eye, making it increasingly difficult for those seeking a safe haven through legal means.

Many were now compelled to turn to smugglers or were left stranded in countries with inadequate asylum structures, he said, adding that a multilateral approach was required that addressed migration and forced displacement in a comprehensive and forward-looking manner, focusing on root causes, human rights protection and labour needs.

* * *
Middle East

19 March – The appointment by the Palestinian Authority of an empowered Prime Minister, the decision to present the diplomatic Quartet’s “road map” to the parties and the Israeli Government’s willingness to return to the negotiating table were among the steps under way pointing to a small window of opportunity for pulling the Middle East out of the “abyss” of violence and suffering, the senior United Nations envoy for the region told the Security Council today.

“We have an historic opportunity to establish a vigorous and determined front of peace when elsewhere in the region we are at the brink of war,” Terje Roed-Larsen, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, said in his briefing to the Council on the latest developments in the region. That front of peace could be a source of long-term stability in the region, but it required dedicated attention and action from all, he added.

For the first time in two-and-a-half years, Mr. Roed-Larsen said he believed there was a real opportunity to not only begin rebuilding the shattered Israeli and Palestinian relationship, but also finally to start implementing a process that could lead to the realization of the shared vision and goals for peace and security in the region. However, it was necessary to get the parties first back to the table, and that required three critical decisions, taken in parallel by the key actors in that process.

First, the Palestinian Authority must make a fundamental decision on reform to re-establish itself as a credible partner for Israel and the international community, Mr. Roed-Larsen stressed. The completion yesterday of the appointment of a credible and empowered Prime Minister was a major step. Now the Palestinian Authority must do everything in its power to curb terrorism and all forms of violence and threats.

Second, the international community, through the Quartet – Russian Federation, United States, European Union and United Nations – must introduce the so-called Road Map, as agreed in its final draft on 20 December. The parties would be asked to make contributions on how best to proceed with its implementation. Finally, the Israeli Government must sit down at the negotiating table on that basis, and take immediate and serious steps to prevent harm to innocent Palestinian civilians and alleviate the widespread suffering caused by its security measures.

* * *

Afghanistan

19 March – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today urged the international community to continue investing in girls’ education and women’s health in Afghanistan, stressing that despite signs of progress, the country is still struggling to help its most vulnerable populations.

“Too few girls are in school and too many women are still dying unnecessarily,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “As long as Afghan girls and women are routinely denied access to education and to health care, our job in Afghanistan is far from over.” 

Although one-third of the 3 million students who turned up for the agency’s Back to School campaign last year were girls, UNICEF said the enrolment of females remains unacceptably low. The lack of separate and decent sanitation facilities presents particular difficulties for a female student. 

Preparing for millions of children to return to school next week in the country’s second Back to School campaign, Ms. Bellamy said the international community could not avert its attention or fail to invest in a country that is still struggling to help its most vulnerable populations. UNICEF invested heavily in girls’ education because it is the foundation for lasting peace and development, she stressed. 

“Education is the bedrock of any society. In Afghanistan, the education of girls and women is one of the single most imperative investments the country can make,” Ms. Bellamy said. “Afghanistan is steadying its legs. Out of the long and very shaky process we hope will emerge more and more Afghan girls and women who are educated, healthy and ready to take their country forward. But without immediate and sustained help this possibility remains distant.” 

* * *

Egypt

18 March – The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, today welcomed an Egyptian court’s decision to acquit a leading human rights activist following a second retrial on charges of defaming the country.

In a statement issued from Geneva, Mr. Vieira de Mello hailed the release of 64-year old Dr. Saad El Din Ibrahim and his co-defendants as “an important and significant verdict” demonstrating Egypt’s commitment to justice.

In May 2001, a State Security Court had sentenced Dr. Ibrahim, Director of the Ibn Khaldun Centre for Development Studies in Cairo, to seven years in prison, and 27 other defendants – mostly colleagues at the Centre or members of the Egyptian Women Voters’ Support Centre – received sentences ranging from one to seven years. The charges ranged from accepting foreign funds without authorization and disseminating false information harmful to Egypt’s interests, to embezzlement.

In the wake of those sentences, UN experts on human rights defenders and on judicial independence expressed their concern about allegations that the charges were politically motivated, as well as the speed with which the verdict was reportedly reached – following reports that the 28 defendants were convicted and sentenced within 90 minutes.

Recently, Mr. Vieira de Mello had raised the case with Egyptian authorities and expressed his concern regarding Dr. Ibrahim’s deteriorating health. He also expressed the sincere hope that the overall process would be conducted in a manner consistent with international human rights standards. In his statement today, he reiterated his firm belief that the an independent judicial system is the cornerstone of a democratic state based upon the rule of law, and an important safeguard for the protection of human rights.

* * *

Sierra Leone

19 March – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended a gradual withdrawal of the United Nations peacekeepers in Sierra Leone and a six-month extension of their mandate, noting that the country still is not able to maintain security without UN help.

“Developments over recent months have proved the prudence of pursuing a gradual drawdown of the Mission,” Mr. Annan says in his latest report to the Security Council on the activities of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL). The first serious challenges posed to the country’s armed and law enforcement forces had “exposed the existence of considerable shortcomings,” he adds.

Mr. Annan stresses, however, that these development should not be taken to mean the positive security trend in Sierra Leone has suffered a fundamental reversal, rather that much still needs to be done to strengthen the presence of the country’s police in the areas being vacated by UNAMSIL.

“It is widely acknowledged that the presence of UNAMSIL gave the general public the confidence that prevented a deterioration of the situation,” he says. “In these circumstances, I would like to recommend that the Security Council extend the mandate of UNAMSIL for a further period of six months, until 30 September 2003.”

The Secretary-General expresses concern at the continued existence of the Civil Defence Force structure and says this “may undermine not only the credibility of the demobilization process, but also the long-term stability of the country.” In addition, he says the commencement of the indictments by the Special Court carried considerable security challenges and therefore the need to ensure police and prison authorities have the capacity to secure custody of those apprehended.

The report also outlines several critical elements for a lasting peace in the country, including preventing young people from feeling excluded, control over diamond mining and creating reintegration opportunities for ex-combatants. “Solutions to these issues are complex and will require time, resources and actions ranging from promoting economic revival and education to skills training,” Mr. Annan observes.

Reiterating his appeal to the international community to help bring an end to the conflict in Liberia, Mr. Annan stresses that “the security of Sierra Leone cannot be fully ensured while the conflict in Liberia persists.” With the help of the UN, Sierra Leone has been able to cope with the influx of Liberian refugees but if the conflict continued, “a humanitarian emergency could arise,” he says.

* * * 

WHO

19 March – The United Nations lead health agency today said travel restrictions to any destination were not necessary despite the recent emergence of an infectious respiratory disease.

According to the UN World Health Organization (WHO), the current findings on the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) continue to indicate the infectious disease spreads from person to person through close contact, with the overwhelming majority of cases occurring in health care workers and family members who have had direct contact with patients. The number of cases without such close contact remains limited.

WHO advised that travel restrictions were not needed, although persons travelling to Asia should be aware of major SARS symptoms and report promptly to a health centre should they fall ill. The infectious disease is characterized by atypical pneumonia symptoms.

The vast majority of cases are presently concentrated in Hong Kong and Hanoi, where 13 of the 57 patients are showing signs of clinical improvement. Singapore is currently reporting the third-largest number of cases. All reported cases in other parts of the world are linked to travel within the past 10 days to one of these destinations.

The global surveillance system coordinated by WHO is working to prevent the outbreak from becoming a global epidemic. A network of 11 laboratories in 10 countries has been established and has begun data sharing and regular reporting. Efforts are under way to expedite identification of the causative agent, improve diagnostic precision and develop a diagnostic test.

* * *
Water

19 March – Just ahead of World Water Day – an event planned to inspire political and local-level action to promote responsible water use and conservation – top United Nations rights officials and experts today drew attention to the crucial link between water and the realization of human rights.

“Water is an essential but limited resource, crucial to the pursuit of a dignified life and to the realization of many human rights,” the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, said in a statement delivered on his behalf to the Third World Water Forum underway in Japan this week.

“Beyond personal and domestic needs, water is necessary for realizing many other human rights, such as the rights to adequate food, health and housing,” Mr. de Mello said, adding that safe water is especially necessary to reduce the risk of water-related disease. “It should be noted that the principle of non-discrimination applies to the right to water, which means that special attention and measures should be ensured to benefit the vulnerable and disadvantaged.”

The High Commissioner also stressed that access to water must never be compromised, encouraging delegates to include an explicit reference to water as a human right in the Ministerial Declaration to be adopted during the Conference.

Meanwhile, a group of experts from the UN Commission on Human Rights issued a joint statement to the Forum recommending that plans for the implementation of national and international water strategies should encompass a human rights-based approach.

The Special Rapporteurs on adequate housing, Miloon Kothari, the right to food, Jean Ziegler, and the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Paul Hunt, all said that water is inextricably linked to the realization of the rights they are charged with studying.

The Rapporteurs stressed that water, as an essential public good, took priority over water as an economic commodity, and that water should never be used as an instrument of economic or political pressure. Governments at the Forum “must consider meeting the needs of the most vulnerable first, keeping in mind the primacy of human rights obligations,” the joint statement said, adding that only then will the goals and targets contained in the 2000 Millennium Declaration and the plan of action adopted last year in Johannesburg and the rights to water, adequate housing, food and health be realized.

* * *

Water

19 March – The future flash points for conflict could be the river basins upon which millions of people depend for drinking water, irrigation and energy, unless countries take urgent action to share those resources, according to a new atlas launched by the United Nations today.

The atlas, launched by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in conjunction with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and Oregon State University to mark World Water Day, shows that cooperative agreements are lacking in 158 of 263 river basins that cross or delineate international boundaries and suggests urgent diplomatic negotiation is needed.

Speaking at the Third World Water Forum in Japan, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the study, published as the Atlas of International Freshwater Agreements, “is both cause for alarm and cause for optimism.” The publication chronicles the history of water agreements and treaties as far back as 2,500 B.C. and shows that cooperation between countries, the sharing of resources, has been the historical norm.

Drawing on maps, statistical analyses and historical documents, the Atlas lists 263 rivers that either cross or mark international political boundaries in 145 countries, representing half of the Earth’s land surface and 60 per cent of its freshwater. Many are in Asia, Latin America and Africa, where rising populations, and existing political, social and environmental upheavals, may aggravate tensions over water.

* *** *

_______________________________________________________________________

 DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding an open meeting on Iraq.

           Members heard reports from Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and

     Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and a representative of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), on their

     programme of work.  Blix noted that on the day that UNMOVIC’s programme of work was given to Council members -–

     Monday -– UNMOVIC and other UN agencies received the order to withdraw from Iraq.

           He said:  “I naturally feel sadness that three and a half months of work carried out in Iraq have not brought the

     assurances needed about the absence of weapons of mass destruction or other proscribed items in Iraq, and that no

     more time is available for our inspections and that armed action now seems imminent”.  Concerning a number of

     unresolved issues, Blix told Council members that Iraq had recently provided further information.  “These efforts by Iraq

     should be acknowledged”, Blix added, but “the value of the information thus provided must be soberly judged”. 

     UNMOVIC experts, Blix went on to say, “have found so far that, in substance, only limited new information has been

     provided that will help to resolve remaining questions”.

           Five of the 15 Council members are represented by foreign ministers –- Germany, France, Russia, Syria and

     Guinea.

           The Secretary-General is expected to deliver a statement after all the Council members have spoken.  He is

     expected to focus on the plight of the Iraqi people, who have been through two major wars, internal uprisings and

     conflicts and more than a decade of debilitating sanctions.  The imminent conflict can only make things worse, he is

     expected to tell Council members.  While the responsibility under international law for protecting civilians in conflict

     falls on the belligerents and the welfare of the population on the occupying power, the Secretary-General is expected

     to pledge that the United Nations will do whatever it can to help the Iraqi people.

           **Staff Security

           The operation to withdraw all UN international staff from Iraq is now complete.

           The last five international staff, all with the Saybolt company, who were monitoring Iraqi oil exports, were

     evacuated from an oil platform at the Iraqi port of Mina al Bakr with the full cooperation of the Iraqi authorities.

           Arrangements were made for the transfer of these five individuals to an Iraqi tugboat, which took them from the

     platform, and eventually they were transferred to an American ship in international waters, and they’re now on that ship

     sailing for a port in the Gulf.  This happened in the middle of the night here, for us in New York.  And until we can

     contact these people to get further details, we can’t sketch in much more of what happened last night.

           The nationalities of the five are Danish, Portuguese, Filipino, Estonian and Russian.

           **Humanitarian briefings

           As of tomorrow in Amman, Jordan, the UN humanitarian agencies will begin briefing journalists on a daily

     basis at 4:15pm local time.  And if I can count on my fingers, I think that works out to 8:15 a.m. New York time.

           The UN Humanitarian hub in Cyprus is now staffed and working under the leadership of Ramiro Lopes da Silva,

     the UN’s humanitarian coordinator for Iraq.  There are over 100 UN humanitarian staff now in Cyprus.

           **Security Council -- Middle East

           At 3:30 p.m., the Security Council has scheduled an open briefing by UN Special Coordinator for the Middle

     East peace process Terje Roed Larsen, who will call for the opening of a peace front in a region that stands on the

     brink war.  Security Council members will move into closed consultations then to continue the discussions after his

     briefing.

           **Security Council -- Note

           In consultations on Iraq yesterday evening, Security Council members agreed that a two-point note by the

     Council President be issued.  And it is out as a document today.

           In it, Council members take note of the decision by the Secretary-General to suspend for security reasons the

     work of the UN humanitarian personnel in Iraq.  They also said they stand ready to consider as soon as possible

     proposals being prepared by the Secretary-General on how to meet the humanitarian needs of the people of Iraq,

     taking into account the urgency of the humanitarian situation there.

           **Security Council –- West Africa

           At the end of yesterday's open meeting on small arms and West Africa, Council members adopted a

     resolution containing a declaration calling for a halt to the flow of small arms to the region.

           **United Nations Children's Fund -- Iraq

           The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) today issued a stark warning that the most vulnerable of Iraq’s

     children may not have the strength to survive the impact of war.  UNICEF has delivered therapeutic food to more than

     400,000 malnourished children and immunized almost all children under five years of age against measles, but it was

     not possible in the short time available to immunize six- to 12-year-olds who missed measles immunization when they

     were younger.  The Executive Director, Carol Bellamy, said the days and weeks ahead would be difficult for the

     children, who make up half of the Iraqi population.

           “Malnourished children, unimmunized children, children who are displaced from their homes”, she said, “all

     these children are at very high risk”.  We have a press release with more.

           **Afghanistan

           In another press release today, UNICEF urges further investment in girls’ education and women’s health in

     Afghanistan.

           Preparing for millions of children to return to school next week in the country’s second Back to School

     campaign, UNICEF said that though one-third of the 3 million students who showed up for school in last year’s

     campaign were girls, the enrollment of girls remains unacceptably low, particularly in primary schools.  In this year’s

     campaign, UNICEF is focusing on renewing efforts to increase the rate of girls’ enrollment and to reduce the risk of

     girls dropping out or being pulled out of school.

           UNICEF says that while all priorities to improve the learning environment are common to both boys and girls,

     other obstacles present particular difficulties for girls, such as the need for separate and decent sanitation facilities

     within schools.  Less than 40 per cent of Afghanistan’s 7,000 schools have adequate sanitation facilities.  We have a

     press release on that.

           **Human Rights

           In a statement issued today, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, welcomed

     yesterday’s decision by an Egyptian court to release Dr. Saad El Din Ibrahim, Director of the Ibn Khaldun Center for

     Development Studies in Cairo, and his co-defendants.

           The Court’s judgment declaring the defendants innocent of all charges brought against them by the Supreme

     State Security Court, in two earlier trials, is an important and significant verdict demonstrating its commitment to

     justice, he said.  The High Commissioner also underlined that emergency and security measures must be applied in a

     manner consistent with fundamental human rights norms and the principles of proportionality and justice.

           **Sierra Leone

           The Secretary-General’s most recent report on the UN mission in Sierra Leone is out as a document today.  In

     it, he calls for the extension of the mandate for a further six months until September 2003.  The Secretary-General

     flags the deteriorating situation in Liberia and warns that the security and stability of Sierra Leone cannot be fully

     ensured while the conflict in Liberia persists.

           **SARS update

           The World Health Organization in Geneva issued their third update yesterday on the Severe Acute Respiratory

     Syndrome (SARS), reporting 26 outbreak sites in 21 countries.

           The WHO statistics indicate that from the period of 1 February to

     19 March, there have been more than 260 cases, including nine deaths.  An overwhelming majority of cases was

     reported among health workers and their families who have had close contact with SARS patients.  Heightened

     awareness and strict measures are expected to decrease transmission to health staff and to reduce the risk of spread

     to others.  More information on SARS, including the WHO fact sheet, is available in my office.

           **Milosevic

           The International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia has informed us that the trial of Slobodan Milosevic will

     reconvene on Tuesday, 25 March 2003, at

     9 a.m, local time in The Hague.

           **Water

           In another statement, this one addressed to the World Water Forum in Kyoto Japan, Sergio Vieira de Mello

     said water is an essential but limited resource, crucial to the pursuit of a dignified life and to the realization of many

     human rights.

           The High Commissioner emphasized the need to promote the right to water in the work of the Forum, and

     encouraged delegates to include an explicit reference to water as a human right in the ministerial declaration to be

     adopted during the Conference.  We have the full text of his message available upstairs.

           **Press Releases

           Two press releases to highlight.  The first from the United Nations Environment Programme, which today

     launched its “Atlas of International Freshwater Agreements”.  The Atlas, compiled in conjunction with the Food and

     Agriculture Organization, is a study of more than 3,600 water agreements and treaties going back to 2,500 B.C.  The

     study highlights the need for vigilance in ensuring cooperation is maintained and extended to the 158 river basins not

     yet covered by any agreements.

           In the second press release, the United Nations Population Fund cites population growth as a driving factor in

     the world’s growing water crisis.  The UNFPA released its “Global Population and Water” report today in Kyoto, Japan,

     at the World Water Forum, saying that under the current trends two-thirds of the world’s population will face moderate

     to high water shortages by the year 2025.  The report says slowing the population growth rate can reduce water

     insecurity.

           **Budget

           Finally, budget news for today, Yemen became the sixty-second Member State to pay its 2003 regular budget

     contribution in full, and that with payment of more than $81,000.

           You all want to get back to the Council, eh?  Okay, thank you very much.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Riverbasins" ��Japan Economic News - 150 river basins could be points for future disputes*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Conflicts" ��The Strait Times - Water conflicts could boil over into violence, say experts�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Forum" ��Agence France Presse - Wars unlikely, but Water Forum warns shortages could trigger violence�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mosques" ��BBC - Mosques help fight floods�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eau" ��Le Monde - Il faut produire plus avec moins d'eau" par Jacques Diouf (FAO)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��Liberation - Kyoto 2003 Forum mondial de l'eau�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Rain" ��South China Morning Post - Let's get back to basics - by collecting rain�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kareem" ��The Times of India  - How green is Kareem's land�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Initiatives" ��The Philippine Star  - Wanted:  Young individuals with eco-inovative ideas�








* Also published by Xinhua
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