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05/19/2003 06:50:56 
Marsh Arabs destroy Saddam's dykes to revive ancient way of life 

by Alexandre Peyrille 

BASRA, Iraq, May 19 (AFP) - The destitute Marsh Arabs of southern Iraq are destroying dykes built under Saddam Hussein's regime in a bid to revive the parched ancient marshlands which provided their traditional way of life. 

The unruly Shiite tribes, who made their living among the towering reeds and marshes, found themselves a target of Saddam by the 1980s. 

A series of dykes was ordered built, the marshes were drained and the reeds torched -- killing off a way of life unique in the Middle East, the Madan civilisation. 

"It's the Madan themselves who have destroyed several dykes with mechanical shovels since the regime fell," said Corrado Generelli, a water and environment specialist with the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

As a result, the water levels are rising again. Generelli explained that at the same time as they dykes were breeched, the marshes also began to receive unusual amounts of water from the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. 

Dams in far northern Iraq which are normally filled with melting snow water for the summer were abandoned during the US-led war that toppled Saddam. The water flowed down the rivers to the Gulf. 

"An enormous quantity of water flowed to the Persian-Arab Gulf and some of it came to irrigate the marshes," the water expert said, warning, "The summer reserves have been lost." 

Generelli expects the level of the Euphrates to fall again in the coming months but that the marshes will still be irrigated by the river. "The Euphrates flows naturally through the marshes," he said. 

The Baath regime hardened its attitude towards the Marsh Arabs when opposition militants found refuge among the reeds after an abortive Shiite uprising in the south followed the 1991 Gulf War. 

An ecological and human disaster developed as the water ran increasingly dry and salty, in a scorched region where rainfall is rare. 

Turkey's construction of two major dams on the Tigris and Euphrates in the 1990s -- despite Iraqi hostility -- did nothing to relieve the plight of the marsh dwellers. 

Many fishermen moved to the cities to work as labourers, others found refuge in surrounding villages and towns, eking out a miserable living. 

An Iraqi water expert said he feared serious water shortages this year in Iraq unless an agreement could be struck with Turkey. 

Baghdad was negotiating before the war in a bid to persuade Ankara to allow more water to head south, in exchange for oil, the expert said. 

Generelli said the Marsh Arabs "will come back to the marshes whatever: they have been dreaming only of that for years. 

"However the water will have to reach a certain level for them to settle in again ... once there is enough water the reeds will grow again quickly. They only need a few centimetres." 

Amin Awad, mission head for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, said he expected the Madan to gradually return to their traditional ways and once again build reed homes on stilts to fish, hunt and breed buffalo. 

"It will take six months or a year before there is enough water for fish eggs to hatch," Awad said. _______________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

May 19, 2003, Monday, BC cycle

Of Saddam's crimes, the most lasting may be crushing of ancient society in what was Eden
Of all Saddam Hussein's crimes, the most enduring may be the salt-encrusted moonscape that was once

      Eden, where punishment by water diversion has put to death an ancient way of life.

      Not only did he kill many thousands by artillery shelling, fire-bombing reed hamlets or summary execution to  quell rebellion after the 1991 Gulf War, he dried up the heart of the Fertile Crescent.

      Satellite photos and up-close inspection reveal an ecological calamity along the Tigris and Euphrates that

      scientists say is matched in scale only by the deforestation of Amazonia and the drying of the Aral Sea.

      And now, environmental specialists say, unless massive resources are put urgently to work to reverse the

      damage Saddam caused, the cradle of civilization will be forever barren desert.

      As a mocking symbol, a dead tree stands amid dusty trash by an abandoned hotel in Qurnah, where the

      rivers meet. Though probably less than a few centuries old, Iraqis insist it is Adam's apple tree. 

      Angered by the 1991 uprising and eager to remove sanctuary, Saddam ordered a new river dug between the

      Tigris and Euphrates. This withered lush marshes where the Madan - the Marsh Arabs - thrived for 5,000

      years.

      Then he began a systematic purge. Troops set fire to bulrushes, poisoned some remaining watercourses, and  lobbed mortar shells into recalcitrant settlements.

      By some estimates, up to a fifth of the half million Madan died, but such figures are impossible to confirm.

      Almost all families fled their reed homes.

      If no one can calculate the human cost, Marsh Arabs see the damage daily. Children die young from diseases that thrive in fetid channels where even dwindling herds of water buffalo won't drink.

      "We feel like we have lost our lives," Khassum al-Hamdani said, as he guided a visitor across the squandered paradise. "If something is not done soon, we will die along with the marshes."

      About 40,000 Madan are in Iranian refugee camps. More cling miserably to dried-out marshbeds. Hamdani

      has a job in nearby Basra, but most others float about Iraq, destitute and unhappy.

      "This was beautiful, so beautiful," he said, perched in a canoe in an isolated patch of water barely deep

      enough to bathe a buffalo. He looked away and sang a mournful marshman's song of love and loss.

      Thick reedbeds teeming with life once covered 8,000 square miles, the size of Massachusetts. Now 97

      percent of the main marshes are dry. Less than a third is left of eastern marshes that reach into Iran.

      Rice paddies and fishing grounds are gone. The gray wolf, the smooth-coated otter, the honey badger have

      died out. Some birds are now extinct, and global migrations have been disrupted. When wind blows, blinding  sandstorms strip off what topsoil remains.

      The last holdout is a patch of fertile marsh with towering qasab reeds that straddles the Iraq-Iran border. It

      is called Majnoon, "crazy" in Arabic, because the oil beneath it often gurgles.

      The marshes suffered badly during Saddam's eight-year war with Iran in the 1980s. He drained wide areas to  build roads. In places, he electrified the water, killing marsh life along with Iranian soldiers.

      But the death knell came in 1992. Despite a war-shattered country that needed rebuilding elsewhere, crews

      worked around the clock for nine months to dig the 350-mile-long Saddam River to drain the marshes.

      Near Ad Deyr, a scruffy settlement halfway between Basra and Qurnah, desperate Madan are trying to

      reclaim marsh on their own. They cut gashes into dikes that Saddam built as water-diverting causeways and  access roads for military patrols. But the water is too salty, and it amounts to droplets in the desert.

      "You can't simply add water and bring it all back again," said Christian Lambrechts, a U.N. Environment

      Program specialist who is helping assess the damage in southern Iraq.

      He said engineers must work from carefully studied models to reflood the marshes, restoring balances of salt  and plant life. It would be a hugely expensive endeavor at a time when a rebuilding Iraq has other priorities.

      The U.S. government has pledged help, Britain has expressed interest and international agencies and

      humanitarian groups are conferring on how to help.

      But diplomats and scientists must find some common ground on sharing the ancient river system, which

      starts in Turkey and flows through Syria and Iran as well as Iraq.

      Saddam's revenge was only the coup de grace of a dam-building process that began a half century ago. It

      coincided with Turkey's huge Southeast Anatolia Project, known by its Turkish initials, GAP.

      The Ataturk Dam, completed in 1992, is big enough by itself to halt the Euphrates. Altogether, GAP's 22

      dams could store five times the Euphrates' annual flow and twice the flow of the Tigris.

      Even before Sept. 11 raised political tensions in the Middle East, a Turkish Cabinet minister dismissed Iraqi  objections to a diminished flow of the two vital rivers. Speaking to The Associated Press on condition of

      anonymity, he chuckled and summed up his attitude simply: They can drink their oil.

      "Technically, you could probably restore much of the marshes if someone made the commitment to do it,"

      said Robert Giegengack, a University of Pennsylvania hydrologist with long Middle East experience. "But you  can't turn money into water."

      He said that if dams in Turkey reduce river flow by more than 50 percent, as some estimates predict,

      reclamation will be all but impossible.

      Beyond dramatic Landsat photos comparing the marshes of 1973 and 2000, little hard data is available on

      the damage done. Saddam closely guarded such information. And ecology was hardly his priority.

      "We've had no new equipment since 1985," said Samir Abdullah, head of biology at the University of Basra,  which has no environmental science department. "Field research was out of the question."

      But the effects of Saddam's depredations are plain, he said. Basra often vanishes under dust storms from

      the north. Temperatures have risen. Plant and animals species are changing rapidly.

      Abdul Nabi al-Ghadban, chief environmentalist at the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, calls the

      changes catastrophic, not only for the marshes but for the surrounding desert and the Persian Gulf.

      He says efforts must be made to bring back the marshes, not only for the Madan and Mesopotamia but for

      the entire region. Already, he said, the northern Gulf ecosystems have been seriously altered.

      Changes in salt levels have driven off some fish species, and salt is advancing up the Shatt-al-Arab, the

      rivers' outlet to the Gulf. Shrimp beds and marine plant life, which rebounded from calamitous damage during  the 1991 Gulf War, are in danger again.

      Still, al-Ghadban said, for much of the marshes it may be too late. "Ecological damage can only go so far,

      and then it is irreversible."

      For men like Karim Abbas near Ad Deyr, knee-deep in mud that cakes his black robe, such grand themes

      belong in another galaxy. He labors each day to keep a hungry family alive.

      "My father was a sheik, and I had 50 houses," he said. "Look at me now. We have no food, not even the

      little ration Saddam gave us. Most of our animals have died. No schools, no doctors. Nothing."

      He is digging channels to reflood bits of the old marsh, but the water is too salty for his buffalo to drink. In

      what was a wetlands paradise, he pays his last dinars for water from a tanker truck.

      For at least 6,000 years, Abbas' ancestors managed the waters, digging canals to control the yearly pulse of

      floods. Each season, fresh flows washed away salt from irrigation, and the life cycle went on.

      Deprived of their beloved marshes, Madan life revolves around the nearest mudhif, a meeting hall with

      cathedral-like arches made of bundled reeds. Mudhifs date back five millenniums, to the Sumerians.

      At each, the ritual is the same. Men sit on cushions by the reed walls, sipping their only luxury: sweetened

      tea. All rise when an elder enters. For hours, they vent today's miseries and recall a glorious past.

      In better days, mudhifs were built on mud platforms in the marshes, sometimes the only dry land for miles.

      Now, still displaying pictures of holy men, they are marooned by desert.

      Baroness Nicholson, a British member of the European Parliament, presides over a voluntary group called

      AMAR that is campaigning for immediate aid to reflood the marshes.

      After a recent visit, she reported cause for hope, but stressed that substantial funds are needed. She also

      urged that Saddam be charged with crimes against humanity.

      While scientists decide how to restore the wetlands, humanitarians worry about how to bring back a lost

      way of life. The Madan have dispersed, and many are dispirited beyond hope.

      On one blazing day, two women trudged across a bleak sand flat that was once pristine marsh, each

      balancing a plastic container on her head. After nearly an hour, they reached a filthy canal choked with

      weeds.

      "We would take cleaner water from there," Bataol Dakhel said, pointing to the parallel Saddam River, "but we have no way to cross over to it."

      At 22, she has four children, all in poor health. Even if by miracle the hated river's banks are blasted away,

      and the marshes flood again, she has no plans to stay.

      "We have suffered enough," Dakhel said, echoing a sentiment heard across what used to Eden. "I want to

      live in the city."

      GRAPHIC: AP Photos NY345-354 of May 19 by Elizabeth Dalziel; AP Graphic LOST IRAQ MARSHES
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Reuters

U.N. urges Asia to tax polluters, lend to clean firms 

PRIVATE
Mon May 19, 2:49 PM ET


BANGKOK (Reuters) - The United Nations (news - web sites) wants Asian governments to tax polluters and give cheap loans to help factories become more green, according to a paper released on Monday. 

PRIVATE



The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a report released in Bangkok that Asia now had more consumers earning more than $7,000 a year than Western Europe and North American combined. 

"It is clear that the Earth's natural ecosystems will not cope with the style of industrialisation and over-consumption seen in Europe or North America," Shafqat Kakakhel, UNEP Deputy Executive Director, said in a statement accompanying the report. 

"The region's economic development agenda needs to be coupled with clean production processes and sustainable consumption patterns." 

UNEP's report will be up for discussion at a meeting of Asian government officials and business representatives in Yogyakarta, Indonesia on Wednesday to promote sustainable consumption and production. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

UN News Centre

UN concerned economic growth in Asia-Pacific may stress environment

                            19 May – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today

                            said Asia and the Pacific now has more “middle to high income”

                            consumers – those earning more than $7,000 per year – than Western

                            Europe and North America combined, raising concerns that

                            aspirations for further growth may come at a high environmental

                            price.

                            “It is clear that the Earth's natural ecosystems will not cope with the

               style of industrialization and over-consumption seen in Europe or North America,” said

               UNEP Deputy Executive Director Shafqat Kakakhel. “The region’s economic

               development agenda needs to be coupled with clean production processes and

               sustainable consumption patterns.”

               In a background paper prepared for the Asia Pacific Expert Meeting on Promoting

               Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns, which will open Wednesday in

               Indonesia, UNEP states that if car ownership in China, India and Indonesia reached the

               global average, 200 million vehicles would be added to the global fleet.

               The paper, “Forging New Paths Towards Sustainable Development,” shows that the new

               prosperity in Asia and the Pacific is only enjoyed by 26 per cent of the region’s

               population, and though current consumption pressure per capita is around half that of

               Western Europe, UNEP is worried that continued growth could have a devastating

               impact on the environment.

               UNEP and the Indonesian Government – in cooperation with the UN Development

               Programme (UNDP) and the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) –

               organized the meeting to provide the first opportunity for regional governments to

               identify their priorities for sustainable consumption and production actions.

               Some 50 government, business and civil society representatives are expected to prepare

               an agenda for action, including the need for more government leadership in policy

               setting, planning, enforcement and education. In addition, they are expected to call for

               greater responsibility by business for resource efficiency and eco-design and the need

               for enhanced coalitions and involvement of civic groups.

               Development banks are now initiating cleaner production loan programmes and UNEP

               has helped establish National Cleaner Production Centres in 22 countries as well as the

               Life Cycle Initiative. This creates historic opportunities for development, UNEP says.

               However, UNEP also states that there are obstacles to promoting cleaner production and

               sustainable consumption in the region, such as the inherent resistance to change, weak

               capacities to identify solutions, lack of knowledge about benefits and opportunities of

               the new approaches and scarcity of information and policy frameworks.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

May 19, 2003, Monday 11:14 AM Eastern Time

 Ethiopia committed to protection of ozone layer

      Ethiopia has been exerting efforts in implementing the Vienna Convention for the protection of the ozone

      layer and the Montreal Protocol on the substances that deplete the ozone layer, said an official of the

      Ethiopian Water Ministry on Monday.

      Mohammed Abdulwahib, economic advisor to the ministry, noted that Ethiopia has set up a National Ozone Committee composed of relevant stakeholders charged with the task of advising the government and passing  decisions regarding ozone issues. 

      Speaking here at the opening of the ninth meeting of Ozone Depleting Substances Officers Network for

      Anglophone (English speaking) African countries, Mohammed noted that Ethiopia has taken significant steps to phase out its Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS) consumption under its institutional strengthening project by carrying out awareness raising activities, enhancement of ODS legislation and completion of recovery and recycling projects as well as ratification of amendments of the Montreal Protocol.

      Mohammed also urged the national officers to strengthen consultation with their respective governments

      with a view to taking precautionary measures to prevent the dumping of obsolete technology.

      The four-day meeting is aimed at drawing lessons from regional experiences and increase the capacity of the ODS officers to fulfill their respective governments' obligation under the Montreal Protocol.

      National officers drawn from some 20 African countries are attending the meeting jointly organized by the

      National Meteorological Services Agency and the United  Nations Environmental Program.

      LOAD-DATE: May 19, 2003 __________________________________________________________________________________________

ENN

IFAW Supports First International Baltic Harbor Porpoise Day 


From International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW)Monday, May 19, 2003(Brussels - 19 May 2003) - The United Nations (UN) has declared May 17 as the first International Day of the Baltic Harbor Porpoise. Porpoises are closely related to dolphins and whales, which are collectively known as cetaceans. One of the smallest species of cetacean, the harbor porpoise population in the Baltic may also be heading for extinction unless urgent action is taken. 

The incidental entanglement and death in fishing gear or 'bycatch' both in static gill nets and in drift nets is undoubtedly a major factor in the decline in porpoise numbers in the Baltic and is preventing the recovery of the population, now estimated at only around 600. 

The UN Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas (UNEP/ASCOBANS) has established a Baltic Harbor Porpoise Day to raise awareness of the critical situation facing the only cetacean species native to the Baltic Sea. In August, the parties to the Agreement - Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, the Netherlands, Poland, Sweden and the UK - will decide whether to adopt a recovery plan which may provide the last chance for this small cetacean. 

Scientists have estimated more than two porpoises accidentally killed in fishing nets might critically affect this fragile population. This is why IFAW considers a ban on the use of drift nets in the Baltic essential to its recovery. Drift nets have already been banned altogether in other EU fisheries in the Mediterranean and the Atlantic because they are non-selective but the Baltic Sea has remained exempt even from the UN moratorium on large-scale drift nets. Other conservation measures are needed such as an end to the widespread use of deadly gill nets in the Baltic and through the creation of protected marine areas.

In recent years scientists on board IFAW's research vessel Song of the Whale conducted both acoustic and visual surveys in parts of the Baltic Sea using a specially developed acoustic porpoise detection system and confirmed that harbor porpoises in the Baltic urgently need our protection if they are to survive.


 __________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Elbaradei Warns of Iraq Nuclear Emergency
Mon May 19, 2003 10:05 AM ET 
By Louis Charbonneau 

VIENNA (Reuters) - The head of the United Nations nuclear watchdog agency warned Monday that a nuclear contamination emergency may be developing in Iraq and appealed to the United States to let his experts back into the country. 

"I am deeply concerned by the almost daily reports of looting and destruction at nuclear sites," U.N. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) chief Mohamed ElBaradei said in a statement. 

He said he was especially worried "about the potential radiological safety and security implications of nuclear and radiological materials that may no longer be under control." 

He said the reports the IAEA has received described uranium being emptied on the ground from containers then taken for domestic use and radioactive sources being stolen and removed from their shielding. 

"We have a moral responsibility to establish the facts without delay and take urgent remedial action," ElBaradei said. 

The U.N. agency has warned that stolen radioactive material could wind up in the hands of terrorists who could use it to make dirty bombs. 

A dirty bomb combines radioactive material with a conventional explosive like dynamite to spread it over a wide area and is aimed more at causing panic than physical damage. 

The IAEA chief first asked the United States on April 10 to secure the nuclear material stored under U.N. seal at Iraq's Tuwaitha nuclear research center and was promised by the United States that its military would keep the site secure. 

After numerous media reports that Tuwaitha and other nuclear facilities in Iraq had been looted, ElBaradei wrote again to the U.S. on April 29 requesting permission to send a mission to Iraq to investigate the looting reports. 

The IAEA has yet to receive a response from Washington. On Sunday, ElBaradei told reporters in Boston that he had grown "frustrated" at the silence from Washington. 

Recently, there have also been media reports that residents near Tuwaitha have exhibited symptoms of radiation sickness. 

There were around 1.8 tons of low-enriched uranium, as well as several tons of natural and depleted uranium at Tuwaitha. 

There are more than 1,000 other radioactive sources in Iraq, many of which were stored at Tuwaitha.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC     

Wake-up call on extinction wave 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     UK scientists have issued a clarion call to the world to recognise the

     galloping rate of species extinction. 

             The living world is disappearing before our eyes 

             Professor Peter Crane, Kew Gardens 

     They have devised a framework for measuring biodiversity, to show just how fast species are

     disappearing. 

     They say we can make better use of available knowledge, for example through web-based

     technology. 

     But another problem, they believe, is the existence of huge gaps in what we know. 

     The call comes from the Royal Society, the UK's national academy of science, in a report,

     Measuring Biodiversity for Conservation. 

     It is published on the eve of a meeting in London of the United Nations Convention on

     Biodiversity (CBD). 

     Listed to disappear 

     The meeting is reviewing progress towards the target of "a significant reduction in the current

     rate of biodiversity loss by 2010", agreed at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable

     Development in Johannesburg. 

     The group which produced the Royal Society report was chaired by Professor Peter Crane,

     director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 

     He said: "The living world is disappearing before our eyes. Around one in 10 of all the world's

     bird species and a quarter of its mammals are officially listed as threatened with extinction,

     while up to two-thirds of other animal species are also endangered. 

     "These losses have accelerated over the last 200 years as a direct and indirect consequence of

     the growth in human populations, wasteful use of natural resources and associated changes to

     the environment. 

             We support the idea the world is on the breaking crest of

             the sixth great wave of extinction 

             Professor Georgina Mace, Zoological Society of London 

     "Although we have a feel for the scale of the loss, we often lack specific and accurate

     information about how badly individual species and their habitats are suffering." 

     So it was hard to decide whether efforts to save these species were working. 

     Professor Crane said: "It is essential that they do succeed, because many of the world's

     poorest people directly depend for their livelihoods on the diversity of plant and animal

     species and their habitats." 

     The framework it has developed, the society says, can be used for long-term monitoring as

     well as emergencies like oil spills. 

     It has three stages: scoping, which defines who the interested parties are a conceptual model,

     using available knowledge and forcing assumptions to be recognised and made explicit

     implementation, involving data gathering, analysis and reporting back. The Royal Society

     report says human dependence on biodiversity is "absolute", not only for direct benefits like

     food but also for climate regulation, water purification, soil formation, flood prevention and

     nutrient cycling. 

     It says these benefits must be available to future generations, yet people alive today must also

     gain. 

     Huge gaps 

     It says: "We recognise the fundamental tension between intergenerational equity and the

     humanitarian imperative of equality here and now." 

     The report also calls for balance between synthesising information already available, using IT

     and the internet, and collecting new data. 

     It says there are "major areas of ignorance", especially for the areas where species diversity is

     greatest. 

     Professor Georgina Mace, director of science at the Zoological Society of London, was a

     member of the Royal Society working group. 

     Poor relation 

     She told BBC News Online: "We support the idea the world is on the breaking crest of the

     sixth great wave of extinction. 

     "The rate of loss is still accelerating, and so is our impact on habitats. But there's a time lag

     between the damage happening and the extinction occurring. 

     "It's a pretty straightforward problem, and solving it requires a compilation of information that

     we haven't done. 

     "And there's a funding gap too. It's easy to get money for new science, but very hard to get it

     for synthesising data." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA)  - NEWS UPDATE

20 May 2003

UNEP/UN in the news

UNEP issues alert on water resources 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Many of the world's natural underground reservoirs upon which two billion people depend for drinking water and irrigation are under increasing stress and strain, according to a new report launched to mark the forthcoming World Environment Day. The report by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) cites cases from across the world to highlight the global threat, while outlining a range of options to help secure and conserve supplies. In Arizona, US, 400 million cubic metres of ground water is being removed annually, which is about double the amount being replaced by rainfall, the report indicated. Highlighting the importance of groundwater, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer noted that "some two billion people and as much as 40 per cent of agriculture is at least partly reliant on these hidden stores." He further noted that aquifers "also supplement river flows, springs and wetlands vital for rural and urban communities and Toepfer said the past 50 years has been marked by dramatic increases in the use of ground waters. "This report is both cause for hope and concern. It shows that many underground supplies are proving quite resilient to chemical and other kinds of pollutants with the rocks above them often able to filter out health-hazardous substances before they reach supplies," the UNEP official indicated.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng000935&dte=16/05/2003
General Environmental news

World Bank studies marine pollution in Indian Ocean 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The World Bank on Monday said it was engaged in feasibility studies for a $30-billion so-called Marine Electronic Highway to monitor the elimination of oceanic oil spills and marine pollution across the lower parts of the Indian ocean. The project will cover the ocean from Somalia down to South Africa, an area known as West Indian Ocean in World Bank terms. Chief economist, Wendy Ayres of the World said the feasibility studies will begin in Mombasa immediately and project co- ordinators are currently visiting nine African countries for consultations with government officials. The Marine Electronic Highway will monitor the movement of ships entering any country's borders through a satellite tracking system in the cover marine area, he informed Kenya's minister for Environment and Natural Resources, Newton Kulundu as they discussed coastal pollution and environmental issues. The electronic highway gadget will play a key role in detecting oil spills at sea through computer-aided monitoring systems which detects, through a sensitivity marking system, all ships entering a country, Ayres said.  It is geared towards eliciting quick and manageable response to ship-based oil spills.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001185&dte=19/05/2003
Zambia studies convention on Lake Tanganyika 

Lusaka, Zambia (PANA) - Stakeholders and environmental experts in Zambia met here Monday to review the fourth draft convention on the sustainable management of Lake Tanganyika ahead of a regional meeting scheduled next month in Dar-Es-salaam, Tanzania. Regional co-ordinator of the Lake Tanganyika project, Benoit Bihamizira emphasized the importance of adopting and ratifying the draft convention before the upcoming regional meeting in June. Tanzania, DR Congo and Burundi have reviewed the draft convention and opted for quickly signing it, and "today it is the turn of Zambia's stakeholders to be presented with the draft of the convention for a better understanding of its objective," Bihamizira said. UNDP resident representative, Olubanke King-Akerele said the convention would enable the four countries to conserve the rich bio-diversity of the lake through pollution abatement, sediment control and a quick stop to over-fishing. "However, such conservation measures can only be effective and last long if they are undertaken within an enabling legal framework that facilitates cooperation among the four countries. This is where the critical role of the Convention lies," he observed. Scientists from Burundi, Tanzania, DR Congo and Zambia are expected to meet in Dar-Es-Salaam 10-11 June and conclusively review the convention ahead of a ministerial meeting scheduled on 12 June to sign and ratify the document

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001167&dte=19/05/2003
Earthquake shakes Cape Town early Monday 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - Cape Town was shaken by an earthquake on Monday morning, which the Council for Geoscience confirmed to have registered 3.2 on the Richter scale The earth tremble took place at 8am (GMT), with an epicentre in the town of Atlantis, about 60km north of Cape Town. It was the strongest registered earthquake in the Western Cape since 1996. However, there were no injuries or damage reported. Cape Town's head of disaster management, Geoff Laskey said numerous people reported the incident, but there was no cause for alarm.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001159&dte=19/05/2003
Madagascar's cyclone death toll reaches 70 

Saint-Denis, Reunion (PANA) - A week after Cyclone Manou hit the centre-eastern coast of Madagascar, the latest toll issued at the weekend by the National Rescue Committee (CNS) revealed that the disaster has killed 70 people and injured 85, while 19 people are reported missing. According to a source close to the Reunion-based International Platform for Regional Intervention of the Red Cross, the CNS also counted 114,480 victims scattered between the town of Votamanandry, the most hit locality, and Brickaville, both of which are located at 200 km east of the Malagasy capital of Antananarivo. The source said that Manou damaged many roads and public buildings such as a prison, a military barracks, a hospital, schools and 24,526 houses and huts.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001117&dte=19/05/2003
Nature Conservationist Crosses SA to Zimbabwe

BuaNews (Pretoria): Water Affairs and Forestry Minister Ronnie Kasrils today bade a royal farewell to Paul Coleman, the nature conservationist who has walked more than 300 000 km in a bid to promote environmental awareness around the world. Hundreds of South Africans joined minister Kasrils at Beit-Bridge, a border post in Mussina, Limpopo, which separates South Africa from Zimbabwe and bade a farewell to Mr. Coleman, which was equivalent to that of a king. Mr. Coleman promotes nature conservation and environmental awareness by walking around the world educating people about nature preservation. He also worked with non-governmental organizations dealing with environmental issues and he plants trees as he tours the world. Mr. Coleman ended his journey in South Africa which started at Hilton, outside Pietermaritzburg in KwaZulu-Natal in July last year as minister Kasrils handed him over to his Zimbabwean counterpart, Minister Francis Nhema at Beit-Bridge.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200305190542.html
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROAP Media Update – 20 May 2003

UN or UNEP in the news

U.N. urges Asia to tax polluters, lend to clean firms
BANGKOK (Reuters), May 19, 2003  - The United Nations (news - web sites) wants Asian governments to tax polluters and give cheap loans to help factories become more green, according to a paper released on Monday. 
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a report released in Bangkok that Asia now had more consumers earning more than $7,000 a year than Western Europe and North American combined. 
"It is clear that the Earth's natural ecosystems will not cope with the style of industrialisation and over-consumption seen in Europe or North America," Shafqat Kakakhel, UNEP Deputy Executive Director, said in a statement accompanying the report. 
"The region's economic development agenda needs to be coupled with clean production processes and sustainable consumption patterns." 
UNEP's report will be up for discussion at a meeting of Asian government officials and business representatives in Yogyakarta, Indonesia on Wednesday to promote sustainable consumption and production. 
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=834&ncid=731&e=10&u=/nm/20030519/wl_india_nm/india_116183 

http://boston.com/dailynews/139/technology/UN_urges_Asia_to_tax_polluters:.shtml 

UN concerned economic growth in Asia-Pacific may stress environment
 http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=7114&Cr=asia&Cr1=environment 

UNEP urges Asia-Pacific towards cleaner, greener development path; Indonesia meeting to examine promotion of sustainable consumption and production patterns
http://m2.com/m2/M2Web.nsf/aaf53dd4b51cd3bd85256c3d004dff44/85256a0f00242d3c85256d2b0058e8eb?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,UNEP


General environment news


China's Premier Calls for Flood Control 
People Daily, May 20, 2003 - Southern and central China were hit by severe floods over the weekend, while the region along the Yellow River is facing the most severe water shortage since 1949. 
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao has urged governments at various levels to pay due attention to flood control while fighting SARS epidemic. 
The order came after mountain floods triggered by continuous torrential rain in the past week killed 25 people and left 13 missing in Hunan Province, and torrential rains in south China's Guangdong Province on May 16 and 17 left 15 people dead and eight others missing. 
 http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200305/19/eng20030519_116867.shtml 

At least 200 killed in Sri Lanka floods
Reuters, May 20, 2003 - COLOMBO - Floods and landslides in Sri Lanka have killed at least 200 people, left as many missing and driven tens of thousands more from their homes.
Authorities said yesterday that further flooding and landslides could be on the way after a weekend in which the south of the country suffered its worst downpour in 60 years.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20841/story.htm 

$10m Blake memorial planned on Auckland waterfront 
stuff.co.nz, 16 May 2003 - The life of New Zealand sailing icon Sir Peter Blake is to be commemorated on the Auckland waterfront, Sport and Recreation Minister Trevor Mallard said today. 
*  2001 - January-March inaugural blakexpeditions voyage to the Antarctic Peninsula. Appointed a Special Envoy of the United Nations Environment Programme.

http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,2478038a11,00.html 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

 UN or UNEP in the news

*Forum international sur les approches écosystèmes et santé humaine. Montréal, du 18 au 23 mai 2003

OTTAWA, le 18 mai /CNW/ - "Protéger la santé humaine: voilà une raison suffisante pour appuyer l'amélioration de l'environnement particulièrement en milieu pauvre", dit le Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland, directrice générale de

l'Organisation mondiale de la Santé.

(UNEP mentioned as partner of the Forum)

http://www.newswire.ca/releases/May2003/18/c3240.html
*Le Figaro, 19 mai: La pneumopathie redore le blason de l'OMS

A quoi sert l'Organisation mondiale de la santé? Le monde irait-il vraiment plus mal en l'absence d'un tel organisme? Cinquante-cinq ans après sa création au lendemain de la guerre, l'OMS a-t-elle répondu aux vœux de ses fondateurs qui voulaient «amener tous les peuples au niveau de santé le plus élevé possible»? N'avaient-ils pas, dans un élan d'idéalisme propre à toute action humanitaire d'envergure, sous-estimé les relations entre santé, système social, économie et politique? Aujourd'hui, le bilan de l'OMS peut être vu selon deux angles diamétralement opposés, selon que l'on examine ce qui a été fait ou ce qui reste à faire.
http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20030519.FIG0182.html
Political news

From our office in Brussels:

Socialists win Belgian elections; Greens wiped out

In short:

Social Democrats and Liberals are set to continue their government coalition after the 18 May elections in Belgium, but lose their Green partners who suffered a complete knock-out.

http://www.euractiv.com/cgi-bin/cgint.exe/193781-137?204&OIDN=1505483&-home=

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.


Good Afternoon.


**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

We’re going to start with a statement that was issued yesterday, but in fact it also is applicable to this morning’s suicide bombing in northern Israel.


“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the suicide bombings and attacks against Israelis that have occurred in the last 24 hours. These murderous attacks fuel the cycle of violence, revenge, fear and distrust and are the greatest impediment to peace. The Secretary-General passes on his condolences to the families of those who lost loved ones in these attacks.


“The Secretary-General urges the Palestinian leadership to do everything in its power to de-legitimize and stop terrorism. He calls on the Government of Israel to show restraint, to act in conformity with its obligations under international humanitarian law and to ensure that its security forces take measures to protect the safety of civilians in the occupied Palestinian territories. The Secretary-General calls on both sides not to allow those who carry out such repugnant attacks to hijack the peace process and set the agenda.


“The Secretary-General believes that the safety and security of the people of the Middle East is best insured by fully implementing the Quartet’s Road Map”.


**Security Council

The Security Council began its work today with a periodic briefing on the Middle East by Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process.


Larsen updated Council members on the diplomatic, security and humanitarian situation in the immediate region, including the recent presentation of the Road Map to the parties and the establishment of the new Palestinian Prime Minister.


Larsen condemned the most recent suicide attacks, which he called “senseless acts that are unjustified on any moral or political grounds”.


There is a natural dependency between Israelis and Palestinians in the fight against terror, Larsen said. He added that the terror will not stop unless both sides take reciprocal steps in parallel. While such progress will require, first and foremost, determination and focus on the part of the new Palestinian Government, that Government will need support from Israel to carry out those tasks.


Larsen also highlighted for the members of the Security Council the drastic effects of the new Israeli closures on UN operations in Gaza.


The current rules imposed by the Israelis bar staff from the United Nations and non-governmental organizations from entering or leaving Gaza, unless they hold a diplomatic visa. This leaves a significant number of UN staff stuck on either side of the boundary unable to carry out their work. Larsen said he was in discussion with Israeli officials to ease those restrictions. However, he told Council members, “if these efforts do not result in a significant improvement in access to the Gaza strip for UN staff, it will become progressively impossible to carry out UN operations in Gaza”. Two thirds of the population of Gaza is dependent on the United Nations for health, education and social services.


“We would expect”, Larsen went on to say, “that if Israel effectively prevents the UN from working, it would recognize and accept its obligations to provide the needed assistance to the people of Gaza”.


**Israeli Closures

Concerning the Israeli closures, which Larsen mentions in his statement to the Council, we have upstairs a joint press release issued by a number of UN humanitarian agencies and non-governmental organizations working in Gaza protesting these regulations.


While fully respecting Israel’s security needs, these agencies say these regulations have made their work in Gaza unreasonably difficult, inefficient and costly. If they persist, they say, a number of organizations will have to suspend their operations in Gaza.


The agencies co-signing the press release, which is available upstairs, include the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, the World Food Programme, Doctors without Borders and OXFAM.


**Security Council -- Other

After the Middle East consultations, the Security Council is scheduled to vote on draft resolutions –- on Timor-Leste, extending the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET) by a year, and then on the International Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, revising its Statute to allow ad litem judges to adjudicate in pre-trial hearings.

Then at 5:30 p.m., the Council has scheduled consultations in connection with Iraq.


**Iraq

On the subject of Iraq, a team of experts put together by the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) wrapped up today a mission to assess the damage to Iraq’s cultural sites, notably the Baghdad museum and archeological sites.


They found that while the looting was less extensive than first thought, the objects that were taken were of high value. Less valuable pieces as well as copies of art works were left behind.


The UNESCO experts also met with officials from the US-led Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance. They called for coalition forces to protect cultural sites in Baghdad and also archeological digs in the south and north of Iraq, which continue to be vulnerable to looters.


Meanwhile in the north, the UN is supporting the Iraq Reconstruction and Employment Programme, which is designed to provide jobs to the local population.


The first activity under the Iraq Reconstruction and Employment Programme (IREP) began on Saturday in Mosul with a project to provide essential indoor and outdoor cleaning services to a 400-bed hospital.


Also in the north, the UN Children’s Fund Executive Director, Carol Bellamy, continued her tour of the country today. She visited a number of UN projects in the Erbil governorate.


**IAEA –- Iraq

Mohamed ElBaradei, the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), today called on the United States and other coalition authorities in Iraq to allow IAEA experts to return to Iraq to address a possible radiological emergency there.


ElBaradei said he is deeply concerned by the almost daily reports of looting and destruction at Iraq’s nuclear sites, adding, “We have a moral responsibility to establish the facts without delay and take urgent remedial action”.


The Director-General wrote the US Government on 29 April, emphasizing the responsibility of the coalition forces to maintain appropriate protection over such materials as natural and low-enriched uranium, Cobalt 60 and Caesium 137 as well as nuclear waste.


The IAEA has not yet received a response to that letter, and ElBaradei today repeated his request that the Agency be allowed to send a security and safety team to Iraq to deal with radiation safety and nuclear security issues without delay.


We have a press release with more details.


**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

The following statement on the Democratic Republic of the Congo was issued over the weekend:


“The Secretary-General is profoundly saddened by the tragic deaths of two military observers, nationals of Jordan and Malawi, whose remains were recovered yesterday from Mongwalu, a town 70 km northwest of Bunia in Ituri. The Secretary-General expresses his condolences to the families and governments of the military observers. He also regrets the murder of two local Red Cross workers in Bunia last week.


“The Secretary-General strongly condemns these appalling and shocking acts. He appeals to all concerned to cooperate with the United Nations in carrying out the investigations into the exact circumstances of their brutal murder. Those responsible will be held fully accountable for their actions.


“The Secretary-General also wishes to convey his appreciation to the courageous men and women of the UN Mission, who are selflessly serving the cause of peace in volatile areas of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The Secretary-General also calls on all Congolese parties to renounce violence and consolidate the hard-won agreements, both at the national level and in Ituri”.


**DRC
The situation in Bunia was calmer over the weekend. However, despite the Declaration made by the parties in Dar-es-Salaam and a UN-brokered agreement between the Union of Congolese Patriots and Lendu parties in Bunia, Lendu militias have re-entered the town and tensions are rising. Senior military officials from the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC) are now in town to try to diffuse the situation.


The Follow Up Commission began meeting in Kinshasa this morning. While we are awaiting further details, we understand that there is still a stalemate over the distribution of military posts of the Transitional Government.


On the humanitarian side, an estimated 9,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) are still at the airport in the logistical base of the UN Mission there. The UN is trying to encourage IDPs to continue moving from town to the airport. The mobile clinic in the compound treated 60 wounded over the weekend. There were six reported killed among the population; and the UN Mission is assisting the national Red Cross to trace and bury the dead in the town.


**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

The following statement concerns the situation in Indonesia:


“The Secretary-General is disappointed that, after two days of meetings in Tokyo, the Government of Indonesia and the Free Aceh Movement failed to reach agreement to resume implementation of the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement (COHA), which they signed in December 2002. Despite setbacks in its implementation, the Agreement had brought real improvement in the daily life of the population in Aceh. The Secretary-General is accordingly deeply concerned about reports of renewed fighting in Aceh with the imposition of martial law in the province. He remains convinced of the need to resolve the problems in Aceh peacefully, in a manner consistent with the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Indonesia. The Secretary-General therefore urges all parties concerned to do their utmost to restore the peace process in Aceh”.


**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

This statement was issued on Saturday, and I’d like to read it into the record:


“The Secretary-General utterly condemns the Friday bomb attacks in Casablanca, Morocco, in which it appears that at least 40 people were killed and more than 60 others injured. He sends his heartfelt condolences to the Government and people of Morocco and to the families of all the dead and injured.


“The Secretary-General especially condemns the deliberate targeting of civilians. The callous fanaticism and intolerance of these acts is repugnant to all religions and to the great majority of humanity.


“The Secretary-General considers that the recent wave of terrorist outrages, coupled with fresh warnings of further attacks being planned, underlines the need for the international community to give its full attention to the need for a broad-based and sustained campaign against international terrorism”.


**SARS
On SARS, the World Health Organization has recommended that persons planning to travel to Hebei province of China, consider postponing all but essential travel.


The current travel advice is now in effect for several areas of China, namely: Beijing, Hebei, Hong Kong, Guangdong, Inner Mongolia, Shanxi, Taipei and Tianjin.


In other SARS news, the first global consultations on SARS epidemiology were held in Geneva last Friday.


**Press Releases
A press release to highlight for you today is from the UN Environment Programme that says that the new prosperity in Asia and the Pacific may come at a high environmental price. A paper to be presented at the Asia Pacific Expert Meeting on Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production Patterns, being held in Indonesia this week, says the number of middle- to high-income consumers in the region –- in other words, those earning more than $7,000 a year -- is more than that of Western Europe and North America combined. The environment of the region would not be able to sustain the kind of over-consumption seen in Europe and North America. For example, the paper says that if car ownership in China, India and Indonesia reached the global average it would add 200 million vehicles to the global fleet, twice the number of cars in the United States alone. The press release has more details and the report is on the UNEP Web site.


**Budget

Budget news today, Nepal became the 82nd Member State to pay its 2003 regular budget contribution, and that with payment of more than $54,000.


**Press Conference Tomorrow

And finally, a press conference tomorrow at 11 a.m. in this room. The Indigenous Peoples Caucus and the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues will be giving a press conference to tell you about their issues.


That is all I have. Hi?


Questions and Answers

Question: On the draft resolution, how come there is no official translation in French? There is only one in English. Can we have it?


Spokesman: Now, which version? Are you talking about the first one or the second that came out on Thursday or the third that’s coming out today?


Question: The 15th. I just got it from your office and I have been told that there is no French version.


Spokesman: We’ll have to ask the Security Council if there is. 


Question: Another question on the draft resolution. Do you know when it will be approved this week?


Spokesman: No. We’ll just have to see. The members are working to get this done as quickly as possible. They’re still discussing questions that have been raised by some of the other members and put to the sponsoring States. And we expect a third draft to come out by the end of today and we’ll just have to see how fast the Council as a whole can progress.


Thank you very much.


* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Dykes" ��AFP - Marsh Arabs destroy Saddam's dykes to revive ancient way of life� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Eden" ��Associated Press - Of Saddam's crimes, the most lasting may be crushing of ancient society in what was Eden�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Polluters" ��Reuters - U.N. urges Asia to tax polluters, lend to clean firms�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��UN News Centre - UN concerned economic growth in Asia-Pacific may stress environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��XINHUA  -  Ethiopia committed to protection of ozone layer�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Porpoise" ��ENN - IFAW Supports First International Baltic Harbor Porpoise Day� 
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