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South China sea polluted by livestock wastes 


The vast China Sea continues to absorb heavy loads of swine and poultry wastes from the countries surrounding it. 

More than half of the world’s population of hogs and more than one-third of poultry are raised in East Asia. And, distressingly, most of these wastes end up in the South China Sea. 

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the Global Environmental Facility (GEF) note that agricultural waste ranks second as the largest land-based source of marine pollution. 

In East and South Asia, a major part of these wastes come from livestock production, particularly swine and poultry. 

To address this problem, the World Bank (WB), GEF, and the United Nations/Food and Agriculture Organization-Livestock, Environment and Development Initiative (UN/FAO-LEAD) have launched a project titled "Livestock Waste Management in East Asia". The five-year project covers Thailand, Vietnam. and the Chinese province of Guangdong. 

The Los Baños-based Southeast Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) headed by Director Arsenio M. Balisacan coordinates the environmental baseline study on the migration of nutrients , particularly nitrogen and phosporus, from livestock wastes to the South China Sea. 

Once results of the survey are gathered, the SEARCA team headed by Dr. Rodrigo Badayos and Prof. Moises Dorado, UPLB faculty members and SEARCA consultants, in coordination with the other consultants, will come up with the criteria for the selection of forms and production villages for the proposed project intervention in the three countries. 

Based on the study’s results, recommendation for the design of an environmental mitigation and monitoring plan will be submitted to FAO/LEAD. – Rudy A. Fernandez 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Le site officiel des Jeux Olympiques et Paralympiques d’ATHÈNES 2004
Journée mondiale de l’environnement du 5 juin 2004 
«Des mers propres en Grèce» : un événement olympique de nettoiement de la zone côtière organisé par ATHÈNES 2004 et la Fondation pour l’Environnement d’Athènes
Sous l’égide du Programme pour l’environnement des Nations-Unies (PNUE), le Comité d’Organisation des Jeux Olympiques ATHÈNES 2004, la Fondation pour l’Environnement d’Athènes (AEF) et la municipalité du Pirée ont annoncé qu’ils s’étaient associés dans le cadre d’une opération de nettoiement des fonds marins de la zone côtière à l’occasion de la Journée mondiale de l’environnement, le 5 juin 2004.

Coordonnée par Jean-Michel Cousteau, Ambassadeur olympique pour l’environnement et membre du bureau de la Fondation pour l’Environnement d’Athènes (AEF), cette manifestation comportera des activités de nettoyage des plages et des fonds marins de la côte athénienne, une démonstration de l’équipe grecque de natation synchronisée et la présentation de problèmes environnementaux. Jean-Michel Cousteau se rendra en juin, pour la troisième fois, à Athènes avant les Jeux, afin de soutenir les programmes environnementaux qui s’y rapportent.

Le PNUE a retenu, pour la Journée mondiale de l’environnement, le thème «Avis de recherche ! Mers et océans, morts ou vifs ?» afin de susciter une plus grande prise de conscience envers l’environnement marin et la pollution de la mer. Le PNUE apporte son soutien à toutes les activités programmées en ce sens et annoncera sa campagne d’action dans un communiqué de presse relatif à la Journée mondiale de l’environnement. Klaus Toepfer, directeur exécutif du PNUE, diffusera un message de soutien le 5 juin.

La Fondation pour l’environnement d’Athènes est une organisation à but non lucratif et non-gouvernementale, laquelle a été fondée pour organiser, soutenir et promouvoir les programmes mondiaux liés à la responsabilité environnementale et sportive en vue des Jeux Olympiques de 2004 à Athènes, en Grèce et des Jeux Olympiques à venir.

La Journée mondiale de l’environnement, célébrée le 5 juin de chaque année, à l’initiative des Nations-Unies depuis 1972, a pour but de stimuler, à l’échelon mondial, la sensibilité aux problèmes de l’environnement.

Pour de plus amples informations sur cette manifestation à Athènes, vous pouvez consulter, sur le site du PNUE, la page consacrée à la Journée mondiale de l’environnement.

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

Radio nacional de Panama

En vigor, tratado internacional para eliminar contaminantes 
Fecha Publicación: 05/19/2004 12:00:00 a.m.
Resumen: La Convención de Estocolmo sobre Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes entró en vigor convirtiendo en obligatorios los esfuerzos Internacionales para eliminar dichas sustancias, informó el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). 


La Convención de Estocolmo sobre Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes entró en vigor  convirtiendo en obligatorios los esfuerzos Internacionales para eliminar dichas sustancias, informó el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente. 

“La Convención salvará vidas y protegerá el entorno, especialmente en los países más pobres, al prohibir la producción y uso de algunas de las sustancias químicas más tóxicas jamás conocidas”, dijo el director del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, en Nairobi, sede permanente de la agencia de la ONU. 

“En los próximos años los gobiernos nacionales y los compromisos de los donantes internacionales canalizarán más de 500 millones de dólares hacia un ambicioso programa para asegurar que las futuras generaciones no tengan que vivir como la generación actual con estas sustancias tóxicas almacenadas en sus cuerpos”, agregó Toepfer. 

El Convenio fue firmado el 23 de mayo de 2001 en la capital sueca y, al entrar en vigor, será un instrumento internacional jurídicamente vinculante para la aplicación de medidas que reduzcan los Contaminantes Orgánicos Persistentes (conocidos abreviadamente como COP). 

Los COP son sustancias químicas no biodegradables, se acumulan en los organismos vivos a través de la red alimentaria y suponen un riesgo al provocar daños a la salud humana y al medio ambiente. 

Los efectos incluyen, entre otros, cáncer, daños al sistema nervioso, interferencia con la capacidad reproductiva de los humanos y muchas otras especies, disminución en el desarrollo intelectual de los niños y debilitamiento del sistema inmunológico. 

Estas sustancias tienen además la característica de perdurar y poder ser transportadas largas distancias, y han sido halladas en regiones muy alejadas de su lugar de origen y utilizadas, especialmente, en las regiones más frías del planeta. 

Los primeros COP sobre los que se ha decidido actuar son los conocidos como “la docena sucia”: aldrin, bifenilos policlorados (PCB), clordano, DDT, dieldrina, dioxinas, endrina, furanos, heptacloro, hexaclorobenceno, mirex y toxafeno. 

Ocho de estas doce sustancias químicas designadas para ser eliminadas bajo el tratado global son pesticidas usados en la agricultura, el control de enfermedades. 
________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Europe's Coastlines Eroding Into the Sea 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, May 19, 2004 (ENS) - A fifth of the coastline of the newly enlarged European Union is eroding away, in a few dramatic cases as much as 15 meters (49 feet) a year, according to the most comprehensive study ever done on the problem of human-induced erosion.The report "Living with Coastal Erosion in Europe: Sediment and Space for Sustainability," was commissioned by the European Commission, and made public on Monday. 

Coastal erosion has dramatic effects upon the environment and on human activity. It can make houses fall into the sea and destroy roads and other infrastructure. It threatens habitats of wildlife, the safety of people living at the coast, and economic activities such as tourism. 

The three countries with the greatest percentages of eroded coastlines are all in the new member states - in Poland 55 percent of the coast is eroded, in Cyprus 37.8 percent, and in Latvia 32.8 percent. 
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The erosion of the cliff sends land and tree into the sea near Orlowo, a suburb of the city of Gdynia, Poland. (Photo courtesy TravelWestVisual)
Many of the eroded sites are rich in biodiversity and represent important ecosystems. Most of these sites are part of the EU's NATURA 2000 network of protected areas. 

Erosion is placing human lives at risk. Over the past 50 years, the population living in coastal municipalities in the EU has more than doubled to 70 million people - 16 percent of the EU25 population. They are increasingly exposed to the risk of erosion and flooding. During the worst sea surge recorded in modern European history, the North Sea Surge in 1953, more than 2,000 people lost their lives in England and the Netherlands. 

Intensive development and use of sand for construction and engineering are some of the major causes of erosion. Rising sea levels and increasingly frequent storms and floods have worsened the problem, the report finds. 

Each year, 100 million metric tons of sand that used to naturally replenish coastal habitats in Europe are used for construction, trapped behind river dams or blocked by engineering works, according to the report. "Natural areas, a buffer for the powers of the sea, are disappearing," it states. 

To cope with erosion, new and sustainable forms of coastal management are needed. The results and recommendations of the study were discussed at an international conference in Brussels Tuesday. They will inform the EU's forthcoming Thematic Strategy on Soil due in spring 2005. 

"We need to safeguard our coast much better," said Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom. "It protects people from the forces of the sea, it is an important habitat for many animals and plants, and it is economically important - many people derive great pleasure from spending their holidays at the seaside." 
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Coastline at Newquay in Cornwall, England shows the effects of erosion. (Photo by Katie Bushnell courtesy Staffordshire County Council)
Coastal areas perform several important functions. Coastal habitats such as mud flats, salt marshes, sandy beaches and sand dunes are valuable for wildlife. Dunes are an excellent natural flood barrier and natural filter for drinking water. And salt marshes absorb wave energy during storm surges, thereby counteracting erosion. Beaches and beautiful coastlines are an essential asset for the tourism industry. 

"The Commission will increase its efforts to ensure sustainable coastal management," Wallstrom said. "But I also appeal to the national, regional and local authorities in charge to do their utmost to stop the erosion process." 

"In the future," she said, "development projects along rivers and on the coast have to be much better screened for their impact on coastal erosion. This will require more cooperation across borders in Europe." 

The effects of coastal erosion differ across Europe. Two thirds of the Belgian coast is composed of sandy beaches and the remaining third is sealed by construction. As a result, one quarter of the Belgian coastline is eroding, which is a high rate in comparison to other countries. 

Italy also suffers from a high rate of erosion, 23 percent, which is largely due to the rapid urbanisation of its coasts and beaches. On the other hand, the Finnish coastline is hardly affected because half of it is composed of hard rock, which erodes very slowly. 

The study makes four recommendations to cope with coastal erosion in Europe. 

· Strengthen coastal resilience by restoring the sediment balance. This will require identifying areas where essential sediment processes occur, and identifying strategic sediment reservoirs from where sediment can be taken without endangering the natural balance. 

· Taking the cost of coastal erosion into account in planning and investment decisions. Public responsibility for possible risks and damage restoration should be limited and partly transferred to the direct beneficiaries and investors. This would result in a higher degree of care. In addition, risks should be identified and incorporated into planning and investment policies. Coastal erosion concerns should be taken account of in Environmental Impact Assessments as well as coastal management. 

· Make responses to coastal erosion pro-active and planned. Instead of the current piecemeal approach to "fix" coastal erosion when it happens, a long-term and more planned approach is needed. It should be based on regional coastal sediment management plans aimed at restoring coastal resilience. The plans should comprehensively assess what is at stake and what the costs and consequences of different policy options - protect - do nothing - abandon the area - are. 

· Strengthen the knowledge base of coastal erosion management and planning to ensure informed decisions and the application of best practice. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ENS

Cod Could Vanish From World's Oceans Within 15 Years 
GLAND, Switzerland, May 19, 2004 (ENS) - The world's fishing fleets are catching 70 percent less cod now than they were 30 years ago, and in a new report, the WWF warns that if this trend continues, the world’s cod populations will disappear in 15 years. 

The global catch has declined from 3.1 million metric tons in 1970 to 950,000 tons in 2000. 

In the North American cod fishery, the catch has declined by 90 percent since the early 1980s, while in European waters, the catch of the North Sea cod is now just 25 percent of what it was 15 years ago. 
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Fish in the Barents Sea (Photo by Dr. Aleksey Zuyev, Murmansk Marine Biological Institute courtesy NOAA)
The largest remaining cod stock, in the Barents Sea, accounts for half of the global catch. But this stock is now threatened by overfishing, illegal fishing and industrial development, according to the report, which focused on the Barents Sea. 

"Overfishing of cod continues because fisheries policies are driven by short-term economic interests," said Dr. Simon Cripps, director of WWF's Endangered Seas Programme. 

The Barents Sea cod stock is managed by Russia and Norway and it appears to be healthy, but this may not last, the WWF warns. 

The conservation organization says fish quotas for 2004 are 100,000 tons over what is considered as sustainable by scientists, and up to 100,000 tons of cod is forecast to be caught illegally every year. 

"In several areas, like the North Sea and the Barents Sea, scientists are calling for lower fish quotas and cod fishing bans, but they are ignored, and business carries on as usual," Dr. Cripps said. 

"The onus is on Russia and Norway to prevent the Barents Sea cod stock suffering a similar fate as the Canadian cod stock which collapsed in the 1990s and has not yet recovered," he said. 
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In this historic photo, Canada's cod fishery was successful. (Photo courtesy Prince Edward Island Public Archives)
The cod fishery of the past provided a foundation for the social and economic structure in Atlantic Canada, especially in Newfoundland and Labrador, where harvesting began in the 1500s. In the 1800s, annual cod landings in Canada ranged between 150,000 and 400,000 metric tons, according to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 

WWF is calling on the Russian and Norwegian governments to immediately set stricter cod quotas, in accordance with scientists' recommendations, and to implement tighter controls of all fishing activities in the Barents Sea to reduce illegal fishing. Norway is also urged to reduce its fishing fleet capacity. 

The report shows that threats to the Barents Sea cod stock are increasing with the expansion of industrial development, such as petroleum exploration and shipping activities. 

WWF also fears that the growing cod farming industry could result in disease transfer to wild cod or genetic interbreeding with escaped farm fish. Climate change could also add further pressure on fish stocks in the Arctic, including cod. 

"To address these new threats, the Barents Sea cod stock needs to become more resistant, especially since it consists mainly of younger cod that reproduce less frequently than the older ones," said Rasmus Hansson, CEO of WWF-Norway. "Only sound management of the fishery by the Russian and Norwegian governments will ensure the long term sustainability of the world's last large cod stock."

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Houston Chronicle

May 19, 2004, 12:51AM
Microbiologist sees Earth benefits in Mars soil

By LA MONICA EVERETT-HAYNES
Copyright 2004 Houston Chronicle 

PRAIRIE VIEW -- As the Martian rovers continue their search for more evidence of life-giving water, a Prairie View A&M University researcher is creating life using an artificial soil simulating that found on Mars. 

For the past four years, Raul Cuero has used NASA's factory-made soil to breed microbes in his lab, much like 100 other scientific researchers in the nation -- and seven others in Texas -- have done since 1998. 

And as Opportunity sits at Endurance, a 430-foot-wide crater on Mars, awaiting NASA's command to jump in, Cuero has moved forward in his discovery that Mars soil may lead to solutions that could rid Earth of toxins. 

At least that's what the microbiologist hopes. 

Cuero is trying to be the first to patent a set of techniques demonstrating how Martian soil can help Earth. 

During his research of the artificial soil, Cuero, whose most recent patent was approved earlier this year, created an organic solution that prevents mold and bacteria from growing on vegetables. Using a $120,000 grant from NASA, he also developed a technique that, without using synthetic chemicals, can extract toxins from metals. 

"This proves that not only is Mars' soil important to life, but it is important to be used to clean toxic materials on Earth," said Cuero, 55, who believes that actual Mars soil will be more effective than the manufactured soil. The artificial soil is 80 percent similar in composition to the Red Planet's grainy plains. 

Cuero has high hopes for his inventions, and a long list of what he believes they could accomplish, including making copper, uranium and lead less hazardous. He also said they could give avocados and lettuce longer shelf lives. They could make drinking water zinc-free, he said, and, hopefully, cure some forms of cancer. 

"Everything we do is for survival. The more you know, the more you discover things to do and, therefore, you are not limited," Cuero said. "(My inventions) can lead to changes in paradigms. The concepts of contamination can change." 

During his research, Cuero also received grants from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization totaling $108,000 for similar studies. Cuero trained two Russian scientists this semester on ways to remove contaminants using his techniques. A follow-up session will soon take Cuero to Russia to assist the scientists in a project. 

It's too early to know whether Cuero's experiments will pan out, said David S. McKay, chief scientist for astrobiology at NASA's Johnson Space Center. Without the actual Mars soil, scientists are not completely confident that it will have the same results found in Cuero's lab. 

"We hope that we'll be able to send a real-bodied mission and send some soil back as soon as possible because we think that the scientific benefits of that would be really tremendous," said McKay, who worked with Cuero on the research. 

Two companies have approached Cuero with requests to license his discoveries for production. The Baltimore-based Omo Petroleum Company LLC has licensed Cuero's invention that helps to clean oil, producing a more environmentally safe product. Cuero would not identify the second company because no deal has been finalized. 

"This can have a big impact on health, the environment and biotechnology," said Cuero, who didn't want to disclose the specifics of his research. 

Instead, he spoke broadly of how Mars soil may be able to kill off contaminants. 

Earth is seething with toxins because the planet is oxidized, Cuero said. Because Mars lacks oxygen and is mostly composed of iron, the planet can easily destroy pollutants, he said. 

This process, called oxidation-reduction, was crucial in validating Cuero's findings. Cuero says that the future of Mars exploration, coupled with his inventions, will "bring on a social and economic renaissance

__________________________________________________________________________________________

NY Times

May 19, 2004
Thriving Bald Eagle Finding Its Way Off Endangered List

By FELICITY BARRINGER
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ASHINGTON, May 18 - The bald eagle, whose majestic profile was in danger of disappearing from the American wild 40 years ago, has returned in such force that only two states lack breeding pairs and the bird is likely to be removed from the list of threatened species by the year's end.

"As a lot of people have recognized, the bird's numbers are terrific," David Smith, the deputy assistant secretary for fish and wildlife and parks in the Department of the Interior, said Tuesday.

"If the numbers bear out," Mr. Smith added, "we hope to get to final delisting" by the end of the year.

The tentative decision, likely to go into effect more than five years after it was first proposed by the Interior Department, is being hailed by some environmentalists as a tribute to the effectiveness of the Endangered Species Act, although some biologists have expressed concern that the expansion of subdivisions and summer homes will deprive the burgeoning eagle population of nesting sites.

Nonetheless, "There's no question it's a fantastic conservation story," said Bryan D. Watts, the director of the Center for Conservation Biology at the College of William and Mary in Virginia.

The expected change was first reported by The Associated Press.

In Virginia alone, the number of nesting pairs of eagles has risen to 435 from 260 in the last five years, according to the federal Fish and Wildlife Service; Virginia has more nesting pairs than the entire country did in 1963, when the effects of chemicals like DDT, which weakened the birds' eggshells, and PCB's, which poisoned their diet, had brought the species to its low ebb.

Nationwide last year there were 7,678 nesting pairs; only Vermont and Rhode Island had none, according to federal statistics.

The driving force behind the eagle's strong recovery was "the banning of DDT and PCB's and the protection that the Endangered Species Act did give to the habitat, which allowed the birds to come back and to repopulate some of their historic areas," said Bruce E. Beans, the author of "Eagle's Plume: The Struggle to Preserve the Life and Haunts of America's Bald Eagle" (University of Nebraska Press, 1997). And, he added, "particularly in the East, it's required a lot of intensive hands-on work by both biologists and volunteers."

Mr. Smith said he believed that a separate law protecting bald and golden eagles should provide more than adequate protection to warrant taking away the protections of the Endangered Species Act.

The decision, Mr. Smith said, "has been evolutionary. We've been working on it for quite a while." He also said that when the department presents its proposal this summer, it will seek comments on both the current status around the country and how the eagle's condition can be monitored and safeguarded.

Michael J. Bean, the chairman of the wildlife program for the legal group Environmental Defense, which a week ago called for Interior to delist the eagle, welcomed the decision, saying: "It has clearly recovered. Its recovery needs to be recognized with a delisting. Second, there is a pervasive sense that E.S.A. has failed because so few have been taken off the list. The eagle has clearly recovered. It's an enormous success. Taking it off the list will drive that point home."

The Fish and Wildlife Service's Web site lists 1,288 species as endangered or threatened as of the end of 2002. Since the act was passed in 1973, 30 species have been removed from the list. Of these, 13 have been recovered; many of the others are extinct.

The bald eagle will remain protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, originally passed in 1940. That law prohibits the "taking" of and commerce in the birds; "taking" is defined as pursuing, shooting or shooting at, wounding or killing, poisoning, trapping, molesting or disturbing.

Professor Watts said in a telephone interview on Tuesday: "The question has been over the past couple of years: What is going to be the day-to-day use of the eagle act to protect eagle territories? That's what everyone was waiting for. If we felt it would be protected similarly under the eagle protection act as under the Endangered Species Act, I don't think anyone would be concerned."

Mitchell Byrd, an emeritus professor of biology at William and Mary who, like Professor Watts, has cautioned about the impact of development on eagle populations, said in an interview Tuesday, "The eagle population is progressively increasing and habitat progressively decreasing and our contention has been that some time in the future these lines are going to cross."

Professor Byrd added, "One potential salvation is that eagles seem to be adapting" to humans.

But, he said, it remains unclear if the birds' adaptation is widespread. And it is also not clear if the birds that live close to humans, like those in Florida that frequent commercial centers, "are going to be as successful as they would have been in more pristine environments."

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Africa's Most Active Volcano Again Threatens Gorilla Habitat 
GOMA, Democratic Republic of Congo, May 19, 2004 (ENS) - Mountain forests inhabited by endangered gorillas and other wildlife are likely to be destroyed by lava and ash from the erupting Nyamulagira volcano, say workers with the African Wildlife Foundation who have been monitoring the area in the far eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

The 2,964 meter (9,724 foot) high volcano, Africa's most active volcano, began erupting on May 8, and has been spewing ash and lava ever since, the Goma Volcano Observatory reports. 

The eruption is impacting human and wildlife health, the workers say, as the open fissure in the mountain where the smoke and ash is issuing forth faces the nature reserve. 

Clouds of ash are falling towards Kichanga, a village some 40 kilometers (25 miles) northwest of the volcano, observers say. Ash and acid, sulphur dioxide and fluoride emitted from the volcano threaten to contaminate local drinking water sources and food crops. 

(Photo courtesy International Gorilla Conservation Program/European Space Agency)
Nyamulagira is located north of Lake Kivu in Virunga National Park where the last few hundred mountain gorillas live. Virunga National Park, created in 1925 as Africa's first protected area is located in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo, bordering Rwanda's Volcano National Park to the south and Uganda's Mgahinga National Park. 

Although the eruption is not expected to directly threaten the health and habitat of the gorillas, destruction of human settlements and agricultural areas will increase pressure on the gorillas’ forest homes. 

In addition, lava flow is likely to destroy habitat occupied by chimpanzees and other wildlife that inhabit this volcano’s lower slopes. 

To make the situation more chaotic, groups of Rwandan rebels have been hiding on the mountain in thick forests where they have clashed with DRC forces. 

“Natural disasters such as the Nyamulagira eruption can be devastating to local populations of humans and wildlife, as well as impact the integrity of the park,” said Dr. Patrick Bergin, president of the African Wildlife Foundation. 

Since its inception in 1961, the African Wildlife Foundation has protected endangered species by saving their habitat and training hundreds of Africans in conservation to ensure the survival of Africa’s wildlife heritage. The African Wildlife Foundation is a nonprofit organization headquartered in Washington, DC with regional offices in Botswana, Kenya, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda. 

Mountain gorilla in Virunga National Park (Photo courtesy NASA)
“We will continue to work with our partner in the region, the International Gorilla Conservation Program, to provide support to local authorities and park staff in dealing with this crisis," Bergin said. 

The International Gorilla Conservation Program (IGCP) was formed in 1991, bringing together three international conservation organizations and three protected area authorities: the African Wildlife Foundation, Fauna and Flora International, and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF); the Institut Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature (ICCN), the Office Rwandais de Tourisme et des Parcs Nationaux, and the Uganda Wildlife Authority. 

WWF says the park has difficult terrain and complex interactions between communities, rebels and ICCN, which limit conservation impact. "Ongoing conflicts erode conservation gains by diminishing community morale and motivation," and the park itself is under severe threat from encroachment, says WWF. 

When the volcano erupts, local people use the park more heavily than usual, turning to the natural area for food, water, and shelter materials, the African Wildlife Foundation said. 

Nyamulagira erupts at least once every other year; the last eruption was on July 26, 2002. This eruption destroyed large parts of the national park.The settling of volcanic ash on plants in the area led to the destruction of many varieties of trees and an unusual fall of leaves. Water sources in the area were polluted. 

Nyamulagira is a shield volcano, sloping in the shape of a flattened dome and built of lava flows. Since 1882, it has erupted more than 40 times. Most of the eruptions, like the current one, produce lava flows from fissures on the flanks of the volcano. 

Nearby Mount Nyiragongo, located 14 kilometers (nine miles) northwest of Nyamulagira, erupted on January 17, 2002, causing some 400,000 people to flee the border city of Goma.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

20 May 2004

General Environment News

Kenya to tap electricity from volcanic crater

Nakuru, Kenya (PANA) - The world famous Menengai Crater, a tourist attraction and conservation site near Central Rift town, 57 km west of Nairobi is set to acquire a new status following geological research findings that it has potential to generate over 70 Megawatts of geothermal power. The exploration project is funded by the Kenya government and implemented by the State-owned Kenya Electricity Generation Company (KenGen) in collaboration with the Ministry of Energy. Geologists from KenGen have established that the numerous hot springs and geysers in Menengai, with a surface area of about 900 km sq could be a boon to the country's electricity needs. The crater is the second largest in the world after Ngorongoro Crater in Tanzania. Serious attempts to explore the crater's potential to generate geothermal power were initiated in 1987 by the UN Development Programme, which contracted an Italian firm "Geothermica Italia." Dr Peter Omenda, a geologist in charge of the power exploration project said Geothermica did not carry out any detailed studies within the crater floor, due to the rugged and difficult terrain associated with recent lava flows. "Analysis of the data postulated that the heat source for prospect was probably associated with hot magmatic body that underlies the caldera structure at Menengai. Geothermometers inferred temperatures in excess of 200 degrees centigrade," he explained. The current project, Omenda said, is geared at improving data coverage, particularly within the caldera floor, which was not adequately covered during earlier surveys. Of interest to KenGen are the occasional steam jets associated with past volcanic activity, which geologists say took place in the tertiary geological period.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng043067&dte=19/05/2004
Nyamulagira Volcano Eruption Threatens African Wildlife

African Wildlife Foundation (Washington, DC): According to reports from the Volcanic Observatory of Goma, the Nyamulagira Volcano in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) erupted on May 8, 2004, Continuous lava and ash from the central crater of the volcano are likely to destroy wildlife habitats and impact human and wildlife health in neighboring areas. Nyamulagira is located north of Lake Kivu in Virunga National Park, home to endangered mountain gorillas. Although the eruption is not expected to directly threaten the health and habitat of the mountain gorillas, destruction of human settlements and agricultural areas will increase pressure on the gorillas' forest homes as local people turn to the park for food, water, and shelter materials. Ash and acid (sulphur dioxide and fluoride) emitted from the volcano threaten to contaminate local drinking water sources and regional food crops. In addition, lava flow is likely to destroy habitat occupied by chimpanzees and other wildlife prevalent on this volcano's lower slopes. "Natural disasters such as the Nyamulagira eruption can be devastating to local populations of humans and wildlife, as well as impact the integrity of the park" said Dr. Patrick Bergin, President of the African Wildlife Foundation (AWF). "We will continue to work with our partner in the region, the International Gorilla Conservation Program, to provide support to local authorities and park staff in dealing with this crisis." Nyamulagira is a shield volcano, gently sloping in the shape of a flattened dome and built almost exclusively of lava flows. Since 1882, it has erupted more than 40 times. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405190484.html
The World Bank Supports Biodiversity Conservation in South Africa

World Bank (Washington, DC): The World Bank Board of Directors today agreed that the Bank will manage the implementation of the C.A.P.E. Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Development Project in South Africa to the tune of a US$9 million grant drawn from a total grant of US$11.32 million approved by the Council of Global Environment Facility (GEF) in May 2003. The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) is involved with implementing the remaining part of the grant. The Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Development Project will support South Africa's efforts to conserve the Cape Floristic Region, the smallest and most threatened floral regions of the world. It will build on the very successful Cape Strategy and Action Plan (C.A.P.E.), which was developed with GEF resources through the World Bank in 2000. The project also forms a part of a 20-year program of the South African Government implemented by the South African National Botanical Institute to conserve this unique resource in a manner which will support the further development of the region's nature-based economy. It will support agencies to pilot new models for conserving these natural assets as well as mainstreaming conservation actions into normal economic activities and government programs. The Cape Floristic Region (CFR), including its unique mountains,marine environment and wetlands provides important ecological services to the urban and rural economy. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405190013.html
Nairobi City Council hires Italian firm for waste management 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Nairobi City Council Wednesday commissioned an Italian firm for garbage collection and solid waste management around the metropolis of the Kenyan capital. The 30-million-Euro contract was sealed in Nairobi between the Council and Jacorossi International at a ceremony presided over by City Mayor Joe Aketch. Meanwhile, the newly inaugurated City Water and Sewage Company said it inherited a debt of two billion shillings from the Council's defunct Water Department. (79 Kenyan shillings=1USD). According to the company's chair, Kabando wa Kabando, the firm faces a huge task, but he expressed optimism based on grant offered by the World Bank for restructuring.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng043135&dte=19/05/2004
ADF grant to improve water resource management in Mali 

Tunis, Tunisia (PANA) - The Tunis-based African Development Fund (ADF), an affiliate of the African Development Bank  (ADB) Group has approved about 1.5 million US dollars for a study to improve water resources management in Mali's Djenne district, the ADF said Wednesday. The rural development study would also identify the means to optimize the management of the Bani River, the main tributary. It would also propose strategies to improve the spread of the waters of the Bani, increase the areas exploited and guarantee the production and income for the population around the area, through diversification of their produce  (agriculture, livestock, fisheries and forestry), an ADF release said.

 http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng043171&dte=19/05/2004
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General Environment News

Climate change 'disaster for rivers'
The Australian, May 20, 2004 (From correspondents in Paris) -  CLIMATE change will have a disastrous effect on the flow of rivers which provide water for most of Earth's cities, it was reported today.
Rising levels of carbon dioxide pollution, caused by the unbridled burning of oil, coal and gas, will warm the troposphere, the lowest layer of the world's atmosphere, in addition to the land and seas, New Scientist said.
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5744,9611969%255E1702,00.html 

***********************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –20 May 2004


UN and UNEP in the news
27th FAO Regional Conference for Asia and Pacific held in Beijing
Xinhuanet 2004-5-19

Chinese President Hu Jintao delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of the ministerial conference of the 27th FAO Regional Conference for Asia and Pacific in Beijing, May 19, 2004. He said China will actively cooperate with other countries in developing agriculture. The FAO conference, whose senior officials meeting wound up Wednesday, has touched upon topics ranging from the growing of rice, change of weather, food security and rural development, among others. Ministerial-level delegations from 35 FAO members in the region and organs of the UN attended the conference. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-05/19/content_1479462.htm
Also in China Daily: http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-05/20/content_332053.htm
General Environment News

China to Divert Water from Yangtze River for Cleaner Taihu Lake
China Environment News 2004-05-19

China plans to divert 2.5 billion cubic meters of water from its longest river Yangtze to Taihu Lake Basin this year in order to improve water quality for one of the country's richest areas. Taihu serves as the source of tap water plants for Suzhou City, an industrializing city and tourist attraction bordering Shanghai, and Wuxi City near the lake. Suo Lisheng, Vice Minister of Ministry of Water Resources, said about 1 billion to 1.5 billion cubic meters of water will be pumped into the lake, the country's third biggest freshwater lake 1,960 sq km in size and 60 km south of the Yangtze River. The official said the rest of the water to be diverted will be used to increase water volumes in selected rivers and smaller lakes, whose water flow into Taihu. In another move to clean up the lake, Suzhou, Wuxi and Changzhou cities have removed 170 million cubic meters of silt at a cost of 2 billion yuan (US$244 million) during the past few years, while Shanghai also desilted 21 rivers that are interconnected with the lake. 
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BOLIVIA:
Companies Belonging to Enron, Shell Under Scrutiny 

Franz Chávez 


LA PAZ, May 19 (IPS) - Bolivia is investigating companies belonging to U.S. corporate giant Enron and the Dutch-British Shell for illegal manoeuvres involving the commercialisation and transportation of natural gas and unauthorised exports to the Brazilian city of Cuiabá. 

If found guilty, the companies would be subject to hefty fines, and their offences would provide grounds for revoking the concessions under which they operate in Bolivia. 

Transredes, Gas TransBoliviano (GTB) and Gas Oriente Boliviano (GOB), which belong to the multinational oil companies, pumped natural gas from Río Grande, in the eastern Bolivian department of Santa Cruz, to the town of San Matías, on the Brazilian border, on the request of Southern Cone Gas and Transborder Gas Service, firms that also belong to Enron and Shell. 

Across the border, in Cuiabá, Brazil, Enron has been operating a gas-fired power plant since obtaining the concession in 1997. 

Bolivia's Superintendency of Hydrocarbons is studying the case to determine whether it involves an infringement of the Law on Hydrocarbons, which prohibits companies from simultaneously transporting, distributing, buying or selling, and generating electricity. 

GTB, a consortium made up of Transredes, Enron, Shell and Petrobras (Brazil's oil company), filed a plea with the Supreme Court, arguing that it is legally distinct from its Enron and Shell shareholders. 

Brett Wiggs, the president of Transredes, a consortium in which Enron and Shell hold a majority stake, denied that the company had anything to do with the buying and selling of natural gas, and said the accusation was motivated by ''political interests''. 

An investigation by local newspaper La Prensa also revealed that Southern Cone, a company that is not registered to operate in Bolivia, paid the National Tax Service 6.3 million dollars to export gas to Cuiabá. 

The unauthorised activity was detected when the Andina oil company demanded the right to pump natural gas through the pipeline administered by GTB. 

After Andina filed its complaint, the General Superintendency of the System of Sectorial Regulation discovered that other companies were involved in the commercialisation of fuel without being registered to do so. 

A government source told IPS that the public prosecutor's office in the central Bolivian city of Santa Cruz found out about the unauthorised exports of natural gas to Cuiabá and asked the national customs office for a report on possible tax fraud by Andina. 

Customs is now preparing an accusation against Andina, which declared that it sold 13.3 million British thermal units (BTUs) of gas to Southern Cone at a price of 14 million dollars. 

The charges would be smuggling and ''clandestine operation'', and if they are found guilty, the companies would be subject to a fine equivalent to the value of the illegally exported gas. 

A spokesman for the Superintendency of Hydrocarbons told IPS that there would be no official information available on the investigation headed by the General Superintendency until it is completed. 

Through agreements with Brazil, Bolivia legally exports 2.2 million cubic metres of natural gas to Cuiabá daily. 

Bolivia, which has Latin America's second-largest gas reserves after Venezuela, exports a total of 13 million cubic metres of gas a day to Brazil, South America's giant. 

According to a statement issued by Andina, the unauthorised exports of natural gas to Cuiabá took place from November 2001 to November 2002, and failed to pay the 18 percent tax on earnings to the Bolivian state, as stipulated by the Law on Hydrocarbons. 



The scandal has further compounded the problems facing the natural gas industry, which was a central focus of the protests that forced president Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada to resign last October. 

The unrest was triggered by protests over the government's plans to export natural gas to Mexico and the United States through a pipeline that would run to a port in Chile, with which Bolivia has a longstanding territorial dispute over the loss of its access to the Pacific Ocean in the late 19th century. 

The protesters were also demanding reforms of the Law on Hydrocarbons in order to increase the state's share of earnings on the natural gas exported by corporate oil giants from the current 18 percent. 

Some sectors of society, especially the Central Obrera Boliviana (COB) central trade union, want to re-nationalise the country's natural gas. 

But the government of President Carlos Mesa, who succeeded Sánchez de Lozada, has rejected demands for nationalisation on the argument that it would have to pay around eight billion dollars to indemnify the transnational oil companies, which have invested some 3.5 billion dollars since the privatisation of the industry in 1997. 

COB accuses Mesa of betraying the promises he made when he became president, because of an agreement he recently signed to export four million cubic metres of natural gas a day to Argentina, a country in the midst of an energy crisis. 

The scandal over Enron's supposed links to unauthorised activities involving natural gas sales coincided with the start of an investigation promoted by parliamentary Deputy Wilson Magne, of the New Republican Force, into how the company gained access to a 150 million dollar package of shares without allegedly investing any money. 

Enron began to operate in Bolivia in July 1994, while sales of natural gas to Brazil were under negotiation, and the government of Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada, in its first term, alleged that the country was in need of a ''strategic ally'' to help set prices and export volumes. 

The U.S.-based transnational -- which went bankrupt in late 2001 amidst an enormous financial scandal -- claims that it invested in the construction of the pipeline to export gas to Brazil. 

Until November 2001, when a new pipeline running to Cuiabá began to operate, the only means of pumping natural gas to Brazil was a pipeline running to the southern Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul. 

The new pipeline cut through the Chiquitano forest, the world's largest remaining dry tropical jungle, which is home to a number of indigenous groups. 

The project drew protests from environmental groups like the World Wildlife Fund, which urged Washington to cancel a 200 million dollar loan. 

Enron erroneously reported that the forest in question was not a primary forest, apparently in order to obtain the loan from the U.S. Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC), which is prohibited from granting loans to infrastructure projects in ''primary tropical forests''. 

Redlisted.com, an advisory web site for potential investors in international development projects that provides a compilation of the most environmentally controversial and financially risky projects in Latin America, reports that the pipeline and the power plant run by Enron in Cuiabá, in Brazil's Mato Grosso region, have caused irreparable damage to the Chiquitano forest.

www.tierramerica.net

CHILE: Electric Company Floods Indian Cemetery 

SANTIAGO - Chilean minister of planning, Andrés Palma, said on May 11 that the Endesa electric company must pay damages to the indigenous Pehuenche community for flooding their cemetery when the reservoir of the Ralco dam was filled without authorization. 

The filling of the reservoir on the Upper Bío-Bío River on Apr. 21 destroyed an historic monument, where in the mid-20th century 56 Indians were buried, identified by name. 

According to the plans for mitigating environmental and property damage, the cemetery, known as Quepuca Ralco, was to be relocated before filling the reservoir. According to Endesa, the task was to be carried out by the National Commission for Indigenous Development and the National Monuments Council. 

Construction of the hydroelectric dam has been fought from the beginning, in 1994, by environmental and Pehuenche groups, which in late 2003 finalized agreements with the company, which is property of Endesa-Spain, for the relocation of the families living in the area set aside for the reservoir. 

BRAZIL: Celebrating Sustainable Agriculture
RIO DE JANEIRO - Mauá da Serra, a municipality in the southern Brazilian state of Paraná, last week celebrated 30 years of "direct planting", a successful experiment that began in 1971. 

This technique, which avoids overturning the soil and leaves the dried remnants of stalks from the previous harvest intact, has been a decisive factor in making Brazil a major agricultural trade power. 

Today, of the 42 million hectares that produce grains, half are cultivated using the direct planting system, which in addition to improving yields protects the environment by reducing erosion, the use of agro-toxins and the emission of greenhouse gases, agronomist Bady Cury, of the Brazilian Federation of Direct Planting, told Tierramérica. 

The technique was developed in the United States, and gained popularity and efficiency in Brazil, which has turned into its international dissemination center. 

CUBA: Homemade Vegetable Soap
GUANTANAMO, Cuba - A community project under way in this eastern province of Cuba promotes the production of homemade soap using the physic or Barbados nut (Jatropha curcas), the cultivation of which also improves soils damaged by drought or salinity. 

Two-and-a-half hectares in San Antonio del Sur, in the semi-arid region of Guantánamo, were reforested with this plan, which provides the organic material for the soap, said experts involved in the program. 

This versatile plant can produce 1,590 liters of biodiesel per hectare. This fuel does not pollute the environment and its byproduct generically known as glycerol is widely used in Cuban industry, medicine and cosmetics. 

VENEZUELA: Water Lentils Cover Lake Maracaibo
CARACAS - A fine layer of water lentils (Lemnaceae family) has extended during the past few weeks over a quarter of Lake Maracaibo, in western Venezuela, underscoring the high level of water pollution that affects fish and lake navigation. 

Also known as duckweed, "it is a freshwater weed, and it looks like green lentils, but it accumulates forming a layer that indicates high levels of contamination," biologist Gonzalo Godoy, of the environmental group Procuencas, told Tierramérica. 

Lake Maracaibo, 13,280 square km and holding 245 billion cubic meters of water, is strategic for oil exploitation, but suffers from pollution, according to many studies. 

The situation is affecting fishing activity, during one of the most crucial times of the year for shrimp gathering. Fish species are also affected because the duckweed exhausts their oxygen supply and cuts off light to the lake's depths. 

GUATEMALA : Dump Filling Up
GUATEMALA CITY - An enormous garbage dump less than two km from the Guatemalan capital's historic center could reach its breaking point within three years and cause serious damage, warns Mario Dary, minister of environment and natural resources. 

"Given the quantity of waste received daily and the lack of treatment," the dump can only operate until 2007 at the latest, the minister told Tierramérica. 

The dump takes in 500 tons of rubbish from the capital and nearby areas each day, covered by a thin layer of soil. The site began operating in the 1960s, and its future has been up for debate since the 1980s. 

"We have to begin to tackle the problem and raise awareness about the need to charge residents for waste treatment," said Dary. 

A study by the Municipality of Guatemala City indicates that the dump could operate for another 15 years if at least 2.5 million dollars are invested in rehabilitating it. 
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council calls on Israel to stop demolition of Palestinian homes

*
Annan strongly condemns killing of Palestinian demonstrators in Gaza

*
US invites UN members to help expand security forces for Iraq

*
In Iraq, Brahimi continues talks with officials on handover of sovereignty

*
UN assesses nearly 2,000 nominations for Iraqi electoral commission

*
Timor-Leste: UN hands over all policing and defence authority to Government

*
Probe closed of police officers connected to deadly shootings in Kosovo – UN

*
Sudan: agencies hasten to distribute aid in Darfur as rainy season nears, UN says

*
UN agency looks to team with Brazil on global campaign to fight hunger

*
Foreign investment in Latin America and Caribbean falls again – UN report

*
Liberians refugees stranded at sea have been sighted, UN says

*
UN committee drafting treaty to protect persons with disabilities to open session

*
World Blood Day to be first observed on 14 June, UN health organization says

*
China’s first astronaut presents Annan with UN flag carried on space mission

*
UN honours community projects that reduce poverty through conservation

* * * *

Middle East

19 May – Concerned by the recent demolition of homes in the Rafah refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, the United Nations Security Council today called on Israel to respect its obligations under international humanitarian law and insisted on its obligation not to destroy homes contrary to that law.

The Council voted 14 in favour, with the United States abstaining, to adopt a resolution expressing its grave concern regarding the humanitarian situation of Palestinians made homeless in the Rafah area, and calling for the provision of emergency assistance.

Earlier this week, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) reported that nearly 2,200 people have been left without shelter and 191 homes have been demolished throughout Gaza since the beginning of May.

The Council text also called on both parties to immediately implement their obligations under the Road Map, a plan sponsored by the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – the so-called diplomatic Quartet – that calls for a series of parallel and reciprocal steps leading to two states living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

Earlier Wednesday Secretary-General Kofi Annan said he had been in touch with US Secretary of State Colin Powell and US National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice, discussing the situation with them and the need to bring the situation under control.

“I also had a call from [Palestinian Authority] Chairman Yasser Arafat…appealing for assistance from the international community, and pleading with the UN and the international community to do something, and indicating that the civilians are under threat, and that this morning’s attack killed many children and women,” he told reporters.

The Secretary-General also stressed Israel’s obligation “as an occupying power for the protection of civilians.” He said the destruction of houses has added greater burden on the population and created very difficult circumstances under which UNRWA must work.

“As the numbers increase, it is going to be even much more difficult for us…so I appeal for them to stop the destruction and really take steps, which is their obligation to protect the civilians,” he said.

* * *

Middle East

19 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly condemned the killing and injury of Palestinian demonstrators in southern Gaza, and called on Israel to immediately end its military operations there.

“The killing of peaceful demonstrators, many of them women and children, has distressed the Secretary-General, who sends his deepest condolences and sympathies to the families of the victims,” his spokesman, Fred Eckhard, said in a statement.

Mr. Eckhard noted that the Secretary-General has repeatedly warned Israel, including yesterday via his Middle East envoy, Terje Roed-Larsen, “that it must abide by its obligations as an occupying power, which include protecting the civilian population and eschewing the disproportionate or indiscriminate use of force.”

Meanwhile, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said it was deeply concerned about the effect of the ongoing military operation in the Gaza Strip on children, particularly a missile strike Wednesday that claimed the lives of at least 10 Palestinians, many of them youngsters.

“Palestinian children have a right to be protected against all acts of violence in the midst of the current Israeli-Palestinian conflict,” said David S. Bassiouni, UNICEF Special Representative in Jerusalem. “They have a right to a safe shelter, safe access to their schools and to health services.”

With the recent military actions in Rafah – and today’s missile strike – at least 10 children have already lost their lives, including a 16-year-old girl and 13-year-old boy shot in their home Tuesday morning. Many additional children have been injured and all are facing psychosocial distress, UNICEF said.

Since the start of the conflict, Israeli and Palestinian children have paid a very heavy price, UNICEF said. Over 660 children under 18 have been killed, of which 560 were Palestinian and 104 were Israeli – including four Israeli sisters killed by militants in an attack in the Gaza Strip on 2 May.

“UNICEF calls on the State of Israel to abide by its obligations to the Convention on the Rights of the Child by protecting children from direct exposure to violence, and providing those who have lost their homes with alternative housing,” Mr. Bassiouni said. “The injudicious use of force where children are present can only bring about the deaths of innocent youngsters. We urge the Israeli authorities to reconsider the impact these incursions are having on Palestinian children.”

* * *
Iraq

19 May – The United States called on United Nations Member States today to help provide a special protective force for UN personnel returning to Iraq to assist with preparations for future elections.

“We must expand international security forces to support the return of United Nations international personnel to Iraq,” the US Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN, Ambassador James Cunningham, told the Security Council in the last periodic briefing on Iraq by the US-led coalition before sovereignty is returned at the end of June.

“We are working to establish a unit within the MNF (Multinational Force) under unified command to provide dedicated security for United Nations personnel and facilities in Iraq,” he said. “The ability of the United Nations to continue its vital role in assisting Iraqis to prepare for elections depends on its security. We urge the international community to participate in this important task.”

More than 210,000 Iraqis already serve in the Iraqi security force, but their response has been uneven and their quality and leadership are being improved, he said.

Meanwhile, “we expect that violent elements will make a concerted effort to disrupt the transition and destabilize Iraq as we approach June 30,” he said. “Faced with the violent elements I have just described, continued MNF operations after June 30 will be necessary to ensure Iraq’s security and progress in its political transition.”

The past month has been particularly difficult, Mr. Cunningham said, with the MNF having to go on the offensive against “former regime element and foreign terrorists in Fallujah and Ramadi.”

The American justice system was moving swiftly to address the abuses of Iraqis imprisoned in Abu Ghraib that “stain the honour and reputation of the United States,” he said. He noted that President George W. Bush had condemned and apologized for the abuses, two officers had been relieved of command and the first of seven trials of military personnel took place today.

The Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom, Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry, said British military personnel operated strictly in accordance with the Geneva Conventions and international law, and any form of abuse was unacceptable. Britain was conducting 33 investigations of the Royal Military Police.

Reviewing the practical progress made in Iraq, he told the Council that already 11 government ministries had been restored to Iraqi control.

Oil revenues were due to rise to $28 billion next year from $18 billion this year, leading the Ministry of Finance to revise its 2004 budget, Mr. Jones Parry said.

* * *

Iraq

19 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, today continued his talks with various officials in Iraq on the future of the country following the handover of sovereignty at the end of June.

Mr. Brahimi met with Ibrahim Mohammad Bahr al-Ulloum, Iraq’s current oil minister, and later with the leaders of Baghdad’s Provincial Council, who represent some seven million Iraqis living around the capital, a UN spokesman said in New York.

Afterwards, Mr. Brahimi also briefed representatives of European Union countries in Iraq on his current mission.

Yesterday the Secretary-General and Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy met for talks on Iraq and the way forward in that country, including a new Security Council resolution on the UN role.

Speaking to reporters after their meeting, the Secretary-General said the talks also touched on the need for the entire international community “to pool its efforts to try and help stabilize the situation in Iraq.”

Mr. Berlusconi said as far as he was concerned, “I could see there is a strong commitment on the part of the Secretary-General to contribute in the formation of a new government following suggestions given by the Brahimi mission and that this government can then also be approved by the Security Council.”

* * *

Iraq

19 May – Nearly 2,000 people, 6 per cent of them women, have been nominated for top posts with the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq, which will guide United Nations-assisted general elections set for next January.

The UN electoral assistance team in Iraq said today the submission process conducted from 2 to 15 May resulted in 1,878 nominations being received. Of that total, 266 (14 per cent) were received via e-mail and 111 (6 per cent) were female nominees.

Nominations came in from all 18 governorates, although five could not physically receive them because of security reasons, and the 17-page Arabic or Kurdish submissions could be downloaded and sent in by post and e-mail, it said.

The UN was processing the submissions at a secure location to reduce the number to 20 nominees for seven posts of Commissioner and five nominees for one Chief Electoral Officer. The nominees would be interviewed by a UN panel of international electoral experts to reduce the list further to a maximum of 15 for Commissioner and three for Chief Electoral Officer.

The Iraqi Governing Council would rank the nominees and the United States administrator of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), L. Paul Bremer, would appoint the top nominees by 31 May.

* * *

Timor-Leste

19 May – In another landmark of progress for Timor-Leste, the United Nations mission in the southeast Asian country today handed over all official responsibility for policing and external security to the government of the world body’s youngest member.

“This is an historic occasion and an important milestone in Timor-Leste’s history as an independent sovereign state,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Kamalesh Sharma said following the formal transfer of power at a ceremony at the airport in Dili, the capital.

Mr. Sharma had high praise for all UN police and peacekeeping forces as well as the nations that contributed to UN operations since October 1999 after Timor-Leste voted to separate from Indonesia and following formal independence in May 2002, most recently in the UN Mission of Support in East Timor (UNMISET).

“They have not only successfully maintained peace and security but have also trained and nurtured the police and defence forces of Timor-Leste,” providing the “enabling environment for the leaders and the people of Timor-Leste to concentrate on social and economic development,” he said.

Mr. Sharma and Timor-Leste President Xanana Gusmão and Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri signed the transfer related to defence authority while UN Police Commissioner Sandra Peisley and Timor-Leste Police Commissioner Paulo Martins signed the police document.

UNMISET was extended last week by the Security Council until May 2005, based on an interim Security Council review after six months. A key aspect of the extended mission will be continued mentoring and capacity building of the police service, as well as the public administration and justice system of Timor-Leste.

“I express my profound gratitude to you for helping to build a culture of peace,” President Gusmão said in words directed to the UN police and the peacekeeping forces.

The country’s development partners, including the United Nations and international financial institutions, warmly praised the government at the Timor-Leste and Development Partners Meeting (TLDPM) which ended yesterday in Dili.

For its part the UN Development Programme (UNDP) said officials from nine member states of the Community of Democracies who visited last week found that the country had made great advances in establishing democracy but needs to strengthen the judiciary and take other steps to ensure that democracy becomes firmly rooted.

* * *

Kosovo

19 May – Finding no “reasonable suspicion” of any misconduct, an international prosecutor has closed separate investigations into four Jordanian police officers arrested and questioned last month in connection with deadly shootings that took place at a prison compound in Kosovo, the United Nations mission in the province said today.

The investigations into the shooting incident at Mitrovica Detention Centre, in which three officers were killed and another 11 injured, had centred on four Jordanians from the mission’s Special Police Unit (SPU) for “refraining from providing help,” a spokesman for the police and justice sectors of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) said. One of the officers was additionally investigated for “assistance to commit aggravated murder” and “assistance to commit grievous bodily harm.”

The international prosecutor has concluded there were “no reasonable suspicions” that any of the four officers committed any offence, spokesman Neeraj Singh said. The investigation against the four was terminated and the remaining officer in detention has been released – the three others had been released earlier after 15 days.

* * *
Sudan

19 May – With the June to September rainy season approaching, humanitarian agencies working in the strife-torn Darfur area of western Sudan are distributing shelter, blankets and food mainly to internally displaced people (IDPs), the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) would donate food to about a half a million people this month and would like eventually to serve 1.2 million people, after having already handed out 2.2 tons of food to 126,000 people in Darfur.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) was training people to combat acute malnutrition and it would monitor therapeutic feeding sites. The agency was also wrapping up plans to immunize children against measles in all three Darfur states in June.

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) were distributing shelter and cooking items, as well as thousands of blankets, OCHA said.

The Darfur Humanitarian Profile for May estimates that more than 2 million people have now been affected by the attacks by Sudan’s Arab Janjaweed militia, compared to 1.1 million reported in the April Profile.

It said approximately 432,329 IDPs are in West Darfur, 320,906 in North Darfur and 233,138 in South Darfur. The rest are refugees who fled to neighbouring Chad.

* * *

Brazil

19 May – The head of the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is in Brazil for talks with top officials on strengthening the agency’s partnership with the Government to help energize a global initiative to fight hunger.

Executive Director James Morris met in Brasilia today with President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, members of Congress and other top ministers to discuss the World Alliance against Hunger and Poverty, which President Lula had proposed last year at the G-8 Summit in France as a way to create new financing mechanisms to accelerate progress on eradicating poverty and hunger.

One of the objectives of the Alliance is to create a fund against hunger – dubbed the “Lula Fund” – which would be replenished with levies imposed on arms deals, international financial operations or other financial mechanisms. Donor countries and the private sector would also participate with voluntary contributions.

Mr. Morris praised President Lula’s strong leadership and drive “to raise international awareness of the plight of the hungry” as well as Brazil’s concrete action to fight the scourge at home. He said WFP hoped to join forces with Brazil to find new ways to fight hunger across the globe and to create a level playing field for the world’s farmers to help encourage food production in the developing world.

In January at a meeting in Geneva, President Lula signed a joint declaration with UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, President Jacques Chirac of France and Chilean President Ricardo Lagos on the establishment of a working group under the Alliance responsible for finding ways to raise $50 billion a year to combat hunger.

The Alliance aims to present a proposal to the UN General Assembly in September on how to reduce world hunger by 2015, which is one of the main Millennium Development Goals adopted by world leaders in 2000.

* * *

Latin America

19 May – Foreign direct investment (FDI) plummeted by nearly 20 percent last year, to $36.5 billion, in Latin America and the Caribbean, the only region in the world to see a decline, the United Nations economic commission for the region said today.

The sharp plunge – to well under the $88 billion in inflows posted in 1999 – was due mainly to drops in Brazil and Mexico, according to the Foreign Investment in Latin America and the Caribbean 2003 Report presented by the UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

In recent years, South America, especially the Mercosur area, has experienced the sharpest declines in FDI, while flows have remained relatively constant in Mexico and the Caribbean Basin. Foreign firms are investing less in the region, but dividends sent abroad have not declined, holding at around $20 billion since 1997.

From 1996 to 2002, the service sector brought in almost 58 per cent of total FDI, followed by manufacturing (28 per cent) and the primary sector (15 per cent). According to ECLAC, trends in these flows have followed the dynamics of the service sector, whose behaviour has been behind strong growth in the 1990s and later its sharp decline. Most of the rise in FDI in services occurred through privatizations, although that sector started to fall in 2001, and saw a significant decline in 2002 and again last year.

ECLAC said FDI has transformed Latin America, modernizing manufacturing sectors and improving many of its services and part of its infrastructure. The study mentions Mexico’s and Costa Rica’s export platforms, dedicated to assembling cars and microprocessors in competitive conditions, Brazil’s much improved telecommunications network, Argentina’s financial services and Chile’s airport services and highway networks, among others.

Despite the drop in investment from abroad, the presence of transnational firms remains important and is apparent in the enormous strength of the region’s economy, ECLAC said. From 2000 to 2002, 39 per cent of the sales of the region’s 500 largest firms, 55 per cent of the sales of the 100 largest manufacturing companies, 38 per cent of the 100 main service companies, 42 per cent of the exports of the 200 main exporters, and 37 per cent of the assets of the 100 largest banks are all controlled by transnational firms.

* * *

Liberia

19 May – Hundreds of Liberian refugees in Nigeria had organized their own repatriation, but when their boat developed engine trouble near Côte d’Ivoire and failed to show up as scheduled, United Nations agencies pitched in to help.

With the boat reported as overdue, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) and the Danish Refugee Council tried to locate it. Radio messages found the “Donna Elvira” drifting off the south-western coast of Côte d’Ivoire on Tuesday with passengers who were both hungry and fed-up.

The UN peacekeeping force in Côte d’Ivoire, along with the French Licorne peacekeeping contingent and the Ivorian air and naval forces planned their rescue, but the Donna Elvira had drifted further during the night.

Reconnaissance planes found it Wednesday and another vessel was sent to take the passengers emergency aid, including fresh water which was running low.

UNHCR is not actively promoting repatriation of the 350,000 Liberian refugees in the region until October because the West African country is not considered totally secure. It estimates, however, that more than 17,000 Liberian refugees have returned home on their own since the departure of former President Charles Taylor to Nigeria last August ended the fierce 14-year civil war.

* * *

Disability convention

19 May – A United Nations committee negotiating a treaty to protect the rights of 600 million people worldwide with disabilities is set to open its third session next week in New York.

The two-week session of the General Assembly’s Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities opens on 24 May and will run through 4 June.

The breakthrough treaty would create a legally binding framework for protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities, going beyond the traditional concept of “physical access” to broader issues of equal access, social opportunities, and political, economic and social development. Ratifying Governments would be legally bound to treat persons with disabilities not just as victims or a minority, but as subjects of the law with enforceable rights.

The Committee will work on the basis of a draft text shaped by its Ad Hoc Working Group in January. The policy-makers, disabled persons’ organizations and human rights experts that make up the Group presented a 25-article draft convention which covers such issues as non-discrimination in all areas, including equality before the law and the right to work. It also addresses specific concerns, such as education, accessibility, living independently, the rights of children with disabilities and full participation in society.

A unique feature of the treaty is that the process is open, consultative and accessible to persons with disabilities and their organizations, as they work together with government experts at the United Nations.

* * *

World Blood Day

18 May – A worldwide campaign to increase the number of volunteers who regularly donate safe blood will be launched next month in Johannesburg, South Africa, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) said today.

“Any shortage of blood has a particular impact on children with severe life-threatening anaemia caused by malaria and malnutrition, trauma victims and women with complications of pregnancy. Unsafe blood can transmit HIV, hepatitis B and C, syphilis, Chagas disease and malaria,” WHO said.

South Africa’s national blood service has achieved 100 per cent voluntary blood donation, with a very low rate of HIV infection among its donors, WHO noted. On a day of entertainment there and around the world, South Africans will salute young regular blood donors called Club 25.

World Blood Day events on 14 June are being planned by local organizations, with the collaboration of WHO, the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the International Federation of Blood Donor Organizations and the International Society of Blood Transfusion.

* * *
China

19 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today met with China’s first astronaut, who presented the UN leader with a flag of the world body that he took with him on his mission.

Congratulating China for its first successful manned space flight, the Secretary-General told a small delegation that included Beijing’s Ambassador to the UN, Wang Guangya, and Col. Yang Liwei, the astronaut, that it was a “great achievement” watched by all the Chinese people and people around the world.

“Space travel always excites the imagination,” the Secretary-General said upon receiving the UN flag from Colonel Yang. “We in this organization have taken a very keen interest in space, particularly in the peaceful uses of outer space.”

* * *

Biodiversity

19 May – In celebration of the International Day for Biodiversity, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) today will present the Equator Prize to communities from Colombia, India and Namibia for their efforts to cut poverty.

The presentation of the Prize, which honours outstanding community projects that effectively reduce poverty through the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, is part of a celebration and dialogue at Germany’s Permanent Mission to the UN.

UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown and German Ambassador Gunter Pleuger were to be on hand to present the award.

Colombia, India and Namibia were previously honoured along with Mexico, Indonesia, Tanzania and Brazil at an awards ceremony at the Seventh Conference of Parties (COP7) to the Convention on Biological Diversity held in February in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Security Council
The Security Council began its work today with the quarterly briefing on Iraq by the United States and the United Kingdom, in compliance with resolution 1483.

The public meeting was followed by closed consultations on Iraq.

And then under other matters, discussions were expected on the draft resolution on the Middle East introduced in yesterday’s consultations, which has been turned into “blue”.

Council members will also hold their monthly luncheon with the Secretary-General today.

**Iraq -- Brahimi
Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, met today with Ibrahim Mohammad Bahr al-Ulloum, Iraq’s current Oil Minister.

He also had an opportunity to meet with the leaders of Baghdad’s Provincial Council, who represent some 7 million Iraqis living around the capital. 

Later in the day, he also briefed representatives of European Union countries in Iraq on his current mission.

**Iraq - Elections
The UN electoral assistance team in Iraq reports that it received more than 1,800 nominations for the top posts of an Independent Electoral Commission. 

The nomination process was open to all Iraqis from 2 May to 15 May.  And despite the security situation, names from all 18 governorates were received. 

The UN is currently processing the nominations at a secure location to produce a short list of 20 nominees for seven Commissioner jobs and five nominees for the single post of Chief Electoral Officer.  Those nominees are to be interviewed by a UN panel of international electoral experts to whittle the list down to 15 nominees for Commissioner and three for Chief Electoral Officer.

These final lists will then be submitted to the Iraqi Governing Council to rank the nominees, after which Ambassador L. Paul Bremer will appoint the top nominees in his capacity as the Administrator of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), and that will be by 31 May.

**Volcker
One last Iraq-related note:  Paul Volcker, the Chair of the Independent Panel on the “oil for food” programme, will be our guest at tomorrow’s noon briefing, and he will update you on the work of his Panel.  Basically, I think the logistics of getting started rather than substance.  But he will be happy to take your questions.

**Timor-Leste
Today in Dili, the Government of Timor Leste took over all responsibility for policing and external security from the UN Mission, in a colourful signing ceremony.

Kamalesh Sharma, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, said, “This is an historic occasion and an important milestone in Timor-Leste’s history as an independent sovereign State.” 

Sharma and other UN officials this afternoon signed documents with Timorese President Xanana Gusmão and Prime Minister Mari Alkatiri that turn over security responsibilities to the Timorese.

At midnight, the current UN mandate in Timor-Leste expires, although the UN Mission will stay on with a reduced peacekeeping and civilian presence for another year.

**Kosovo
Regarding the investigation into the shooting incident at Mitrovica Detention Centre in Kosovo last month in which 11 people were killed, as we mentioned, investigations had centred on four Jordanian Special Police Unit officers for the offence of “refraining from providing help”.  One of them was additionally investigated concerning possible charges of “assistance to commit aggravated murder” and “assistance to commit grievous bodily harm”. 

The International Public Prosecutor has concluded that there are no reasonable suspicions that any of the four officers has committed any offence.  Accordingly, the investigation against the four has terminated and the fourth officer has been released from detention –- the three others had earlier been released from detention after 15 days.

**Darfur
As the June rainy season approaches in Darfur, Sudan, UN humanitarian agencies and their non-governmental organization (NGO) partners are racing to bring aid to people in need.

There’s a press release with details of the efforts to bring food, shelter, cooking supplies and medical care to Darfur.  UNICEF has expressed alarm at the vulnerability of displaced women and children among those displaced from their homes.

**WFP, Brazil and World Hunger
James Morris, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), is in Brazil for talks with top officials on strengthening its partnership with the Government to fight world hunger.

Last January, during a meeting in Geneva, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva proposed a World Alliance against Hunger and Poverty and signed a joint declaration with the Secretary-General, President Jacques Chirac of France and Chilean President Ricardo Lagos. 

One of the objectives of the Alliance is to create a fund against hunger, which would be replenished with levies imposed on arms transactions, international financial operations or other financial mechanisms.  Donor countries and the private sector would also participate with voluntary contributions.

**UNDP
From 3:00 to 8:00 this afternoon, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) is holding a dialogue to celebrate the International Day for Biodiversity at Germany’s Permanent Mission to the UN.

UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown and German Ambassador Gunter Pleuger will present the prestigious Equator Prize to communities from Colombia, India and Namibia at that event.

UNDP has a press advisory on that upstairs with more details.

**Chinese Astronaut
Then finally, just a few minutes from now, the Secretary-General will meet China’s first astronaut, Yang Liwei, in his office and will congratulate China on the success of its first manned space mission.  He is expected to say that manned space flight is something that captures the hearts and minds of all people, regardless of creed or culture. 

The Secretary-General will also receive from Colonel Yang the UN flags that he took with him on his space flight.

That’s all I have for you.  Mark?

**Questions and Answers

Question:   Would you like to comment on the leaked internal auditors’ report that the UN contract with Cotecna was absolutely riddled with mismanagement problems?  Basically, Cotecna not doing what it was saying it was going to do.

Spokesman:  Well, we’ve been saying all along that these internal audits are management tools.  The undertaking in Iraq with the oil-for-food programme was massive and was a challenge.  And we know we made our mistakes.  But there was an internal corrective mechanism in the form of these regular internal audits.  Now that you’ve seen the text, you see that it’s actually a dialogue between the auditors and the managers.  So that OIOS was, OIP rather, was responding to OIOS and I believe that the cover letter of that internal audit is also included in the leak and it ticks off some 14 recommendations made by OIOS that were dropped because the OIP programme had responded.

So, they raise questions, OIP responds, corrects what they can.  And very often there is disagreement.  So, OIP may want to explain its position to OIOS; the procurement division might come in and explain its philosophy on contracts and disagree with the recommendation of OIOS.  And so, it’s an ongoing dialogue.  I think it’s probably healthy that you see how it works. 

Question:   But Fred, with all due respect, how do you expect anyone to believe a word the UN says when it only reacts to things that are leaked and doesn’t come up front and basically share information on the running of this programme?  

Spokesman:  I am sorry ...

Question:   The UN has no credibility on this.  

Spokesman:  We ...

Question:   Unless you’re willing to share these documents with us; give us these audits; explain what they are.  At the moment, we just have a situation where we wait for the next leak and then the UN sits and scrambles to try and explain why it’s not hard-thought on that one.  Why can’t you just share these documents with us, take us through them, and explain what’s going on?

Spokesman:  You know the answer.  I’ve answered that question before.

Question:   Well, that answer is not good enough.

Spokesman:  It’s not good enough to you.  But all of this documentation has been given to Mr. Volcker.  And equally important, I would say, every OIOS internal audit is also sent to the external auditors.  So, this information is not just shared with managers, it’s shared with the external auditors.  I think this is a responsible management procedure.  And I have already given you my reasons why we don’t feel we can share 100 per cent of our documents with the press. 

Question:   Well, at this stage you don’t want to share them because they’re damaging.

Spokesman:  I said to you that yes, we made mistakes.  But this procedure is designed to correct the mistakes.  And the interaction between the internal auditors and the managers is an educational process and a corrective process.  It’s not something that has to be done in public.

Question:   (Inaudible) ... some of this interaction and how it works and what happened often and when?

Spokesman:  Given the allegations of impropriety, and we still don’t know whether they are true or not, we’ve turned over all the papers to a panel headed by Paul Volcker.  He’ll be here tomorrow, you can ask him questions if you like.  That’s as far as we’re willing to go now.  I will relay your request once again, as I did when James Bone -– here he comes -– made a similar request.  But as of now our position is unchanged.  Colum?

Question:   Fred, in this room a couple of months ago on another issue you described to me the structure of OIOS and how it was designed by the General Assembly to be independent of the Secretariat.  It’s not clear to me how if it’s an independent internal body, how it is that the Secretariat is the one that determines the, you know, change of custody of documents; that you know, you can send out orders to various people who’ve been working with the United Nations and tell them that you know, they’re not able to share OIOS’s documents?  I mean, is there any, you know, real, you know, separation and sort of executive authority that OIOS has over its own, you know, documents?

Spokesman:  I don’t quite understand the thrust of your question, but OIOS ... (Interrupted).

Question:   You told me a while back that OIOS is independent of the Secretariat.  The Secretariat is making the decision about whether or not to release OIOS documents.  How is that independent? 

Spokesman:  It’s OIOS that has determined their policy on release of documents.  The head of OIOS decides what information needs to be given to the General Assembly, and what can be given simply to the managers as a management tool.  And as I mentioned before you came in, those internal reports to managers are also given to the external auditors.  So, there is an extra level of control there.  What I was expressing to you on behalf of the Secretariat was merely a decision taken by OIOS regarding their own documentation.

Question:   Does the Secretary, the leadership (inaudible) would make, in its own internal deliberations about its documents policy, will make no decision or will have no sort of impact on OIOS’s decision?  I mean, you’re saying that the Secretariat is simply responding to an OIOS policy on documents; that this is not a policy of the Secretariat?

Spokesman:  OIOS has a very precisely defined policy on documentation.  You said that the Secretariat is deciding what can be released and what can’t of OIOS documents, and I am telling you no, it’s OIOS that has decided that.  And I was just communicating to you the OIOS position.  I mean, ask Dileep Nair if you want to know what his policy is.  And ask him whether the Secretary-General has imposed a policy on him that’s unacceptable to him.  I am sure he will tell you that’s not the case.  James?

Question:   So, Fred, it would be very nice if Dileep Nair would come down to this briefing and explain this policy, rather than have it explained by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General, considering that the Spokesman for the Secretary-General is a spokesman for somebody who is involved in the investigation because of the allegations that this Secretary-General’s son works for one of the companies that was awarded a contract ... (Interrupted).

Spokesman:  Let’s not smear the Secretary-General or his son ... (Interrupted).

Question:   No, because it’s a factual statement.  Are you saying ... (Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  It’s not factual until it’s been investigated.  It’s only an allegation.

Question:   Are you saying it’s not factual that the Secretary-General’s son worked for a company that was awarded a UN contract?  Is that not factual?

Spokesman:  We have responded to this, James.  He was a junior management trainee ... (Crosstalk) ...

Question:   ... credible investigation going on, is what we’re saying.  We seem to be having ...

Spokesman:  ... working in West Africa, having nothing to do with the company’s relations with the United Nations.

Question:   I understand the position, Fred.  Are you saying then, that the role of the Secretary-General’s son is not within the ambit of the Volcker enquiry or OIOS investigations?

Spokesman:  No, I am not saying that.  It’s up to Mr. Volcker to decide what he’s going to investigate.  And there has been such a brouhaha made over the Secretary-General’s son, unfairly, in my view, but let’s let Mr. Volcker decide.  I assume he would want to look at that, but you can ask him tomorrow when he comes in here.

Question:   But my point then, Fred, is that given that we all have an open mind on the question of the Secretary-General’s son and the role of the Secretary-General’s son, is it appropriate that, given that that might or might not fall within the ambit of both the OIOS investigation and the Volcker investigation, the Secretary-General’s own Spokesman should be conveying to us decisions on the release of documents that could be relevant to that investigation?

Spokesman:  I’ll be happy to ask Mr. Nair to give you personally his policy on release of his documents.

Question:   And similarly, is Mr. Volcker entitled to make his own decision about the release of any UN documents?  Or does he have to somehow bow to the decisions of the Secretariat?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has said that Mr. Volcker may make public any of the documentation that we have given him, that he feels is consistent with his objectives in this investigation.

Question:   In the case of the letter to Saybolt; telling them that they are not allowed to release the internal audits; which is, I don’t know why Saybolt would have that, but that was part of that letter.  Why is that coming from OIP and not from OIOS if it has, you know, if it’s the one who has authority over its own documents?

Spokesman:  The OIP, Office of Iraq Programme, had been dealing with these contractors.  Saybolt, Cotecna and so on.  Those contracts provided for the confidentiality of documentation.  The purpose of these series of letters that went out to the contractors and the oil inspectors was to tell them that as a result of an investigation that was getting under way, a reminder of the contractual obligations to maintain the confidentiality of the documents and to secure the documents for the purposes of the investigation.  If you look at the full collection of letters, including the Secretary-General’s letter to Congressman Hyde, you’ll see the big picture.  It was an anticipation of the establishment of this panel that those actions were taken.

Why was it done out of OIP?  Because OIP had been the one that had issued the contracts.

Question:   But was there not at that very time an OIOS investigation under way?  Was not the letter from OIP an obstruction to the investigation of OIOS?  I mean, you have a body that’s being investigated telling the people involved in helping the investigation what they can or cannot release?

Spokesman:  But I just said it was in anticipation of the creation of the independent panel which would have suspended any action by OIOS and OIOS was then to turn over to the independent panel anything that they had done, that we took this action.  But ... (interrupted).

Question:   (inaudible) ... speaks for itself.  But I was just wondering on the question of the internal report.  So, who would have had this report that is being leaked?  I am just trying to get a sense of where, who actually had copies of that report?

Spokesman:  I can’t give you a specific list.  But it is ... (interrupted).

Question:   Well, I mean, is it just the Secretary-General’s office?  Or is it OIP?  Or is it all Member States?  Or is it every ...?  How widely are these reports disseminated?

Spokesman:  No.  The internal audits don’t go to Member States.  They’re rather generously shared as necessary within the Secretariat.

Question:   So, who within the Secretariat gets it?

Spokesman:  I can’t give you ...

Question:   Why not?

Spokesman:  Because I am not the manager of the programme and I don’t walk around with pieces of paper like this with these details.  I will see if I can give you some sense, if not a specific list, but some sense of the degree to which it was shared.  

Question:   Fred, can you tell us ...

Spokesman:  ... Of course, I am just adding to the list of people that you can hit to try to get more leaks.

Question:   ... Was there any follow-up action taken with regard to Cotecna following this internal audit?

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:   I mean, was there any attempt to cut the extra payment, per man payments or cut their inflating the contract?

Spokesman:  There was no extra per man payments.  That is misconstruing of the report ... (Interrupted).

Question:   If we then received the report, we could judge for ourselves where what was accurate and what wasn’t.  This is the problem we face, that we’re basically navigating in the dark here, because we don’t have the basic information.  So, any salacious allegation that’s made is out there.  We don’t have any way to verify or otherwise deal with it.

Spokesman:  I understand your predicament and I’ve told you why we’re insisting on maintaining the confidentiality of our documents.  But on the ... (Interrupted)

Question:   But they are not being maintained!

Spokesman:  That’s true.  But on the ...

Question:   (Two correspondents addressing Spokesman at the same time) ... against journalists when we’re trying to do our job.  I mean ... You were complaining ... The other day you complained that I have (Inaudible) in the media.  And you just suggested that I am smearing the Secretary-General’s son by mentioning a factual statement, which I believe is a factual statement that his son worked for a company that received ... (Interrupted)

Spokesman:  But is it a relevant statement?  That’s the question, you see.  Everyone keeps saying that because ... (Interrupted).

Question:   So, if there is a problem in the contract as revealed in internal documents, it becomes more relevant, Fred.  It becomes more relevant if there is something fishy about the award of the contract to Cotecna.  In this thing that’s leaked in the Wall Street Journal today casts additional doubt on the award of the contract to Cotecna.  It apparently, and I haven’t seen the document, it apparently suggests that the low bid was immediately inflated back up to the price of the second low bid.  Now, that may be inaccurate, I don’t have the document to say that or not.  But it does raise additional questions about the role of the Secretary-General’s son in this whole thing.

Spokesman:  Well, we’ll let the investigation look into that.  As far as the adjustment of contracts, that is routine.  It is provided for in our own financial regulations that fixes a cap as to the percentage that any given contract can be adjusted.  The fact that the Cotecna contract was adjusted upward to take into account additional resource requirements only would have meant that the next lowest bidder would also have to take additional requirements into account.

Question:   The problem here is that you’re acting into two hats:  You’re acting as the spokesman for the investigation at the same time as you’re acting as a Spokesman for the Secretary-General, defending the Secretary-General’s son’s involvement in this whole thing or otherwise.  It doesn’t really work like that.

Spokesman:  How am I speaking for the investigation?  I am just announcing that Mr. Volcker will come here tomorrow to speak to you.  Where else would you like him to speak to you?  This is the most convenient place for you.  If you want more separation, take that up with him tomorrow.  But I am just passing on an announcement his office gave me yesterday and asked me to make.

Question:   But you have been announcing UN policies on the release of documents, for instance.  And explaining why OIP was writing letters asking people not to provide information, not just documents.

Spokesman:  But OIP is part of the Secretariat.  Why would I not explain their policies?

Question:   But you’re also acting as spokesman for OIOS, because you said those decisions on those documents are taken on behalf of OIOS, and OIOS was for a period in this whole thing an investigative body.

Spokesman:  But I have already said that we’ll get OIOS to come and tell you directly what their policies are.

Question:   I’d be very happy to have somebody from Mr. Volcker and somebody from Mr. Nair’s office come to the briefing on a regular basis so we don’t have to ask you questions that you’re not in the best position to answer.

Spokesman:  Okay.  Well, you can raise that with Mr. Volcker tomorrow.  Mr. Nair is out of the country this week.  But we’ll relay it to him this afternoon your request to hear from him directly.  

Question:   So, is it UN policy to continue to wait until these documents are leaked and then continue not to share the information with journalists and then criticize journalists for not giving the whole picture?  Is that the UN policy?

Spokesman:  That’s not the UN’s policy ... 

Question:   But it sounds like it to me.

Spokesman:  That’s a distortion.  Big organizations can’t prevent leaks.  But our policy isn’t going to be based on leaks.  Our policy I think is based on responsible protection of confidentiality ... (interrupted).

Question:   (Inaudible) ... something that shouldn’t have gone out, why can’t the policy be to be transparent?

Spokesman:  I will relay that view upward.

Question:   And Fred, it’s offensive of the UN Spokesman to attack the press for the coverage of this thing when the UN is refusing to provide information and the OIOS documentary information being provided by the Iraqi Governing Council; which raises serious questions.  It’s offensive of the UN to criticize the press for investigating legitimate accusations by a body that is being recognized by the Security Council.

Spokesman:  I am not criticizing the press’s investigation.  Frankly, all official organizations depend on you to keep us on the straight and narrow path.  I was referring to, I think, some unjustified conclusions about the Secretary-General; about his son, that I think some politically-motivated people have been putting out in Op-Ed pieces and so on.  I have already relayed your request that we go totally transparent; have nothing confidential in the UN system and make all ... (Interrupted).

Question:   No.  The  ... (Inaudible) question is documents that were made available to members of the 661 Committee, i.e., 15 countries, should also be made available to the press.  (Another correspondent joining in:  And also the audits be made available).  The internal audits.  External audits were made available to the 661 Committee.  At the minimum we’re requesting that documents that have already been shared with 15 countries would also be shared with the press.

Spokesman:  I have heard you and I have relayed your request.  Richard?

Question:   Staying in the potential scandal area or arena, will the Secretary-General meet with Rudd Lubbers and ask for his personal accounting of allegations made by a woman in Geneva and as reported, potentially others, so that he can hear exactly what will happen?  And should there be a report, will Mr. Annan dismiss Mr. Lubbers should there be evidence of misconduct?

Spokesman:  Well, we’re not going to go into the hypothetical area.  On your first question, I don’t know if he is going to see Mr. Lubbers tomorrow.  We’ll probably find that out later today.  But he has spoken to Mr. Lubbers by telephone yesterday.  [The Spokesman later confirmed that Mr. Lubbers would meet with the Secretary-General tomorrow.]

Question:   On this, what is considered acceptable behaviour?  Is a man putting his hand on a woman’s sexual organs or related areas, is that considered acceptable?  I mean, I am trying to get a definition of what is okay.  There are plenty of people who walk around in this Building, UN employees who I know, regularly stroke women’s hair and so forth.  What is acceptable here and what are the guidelines on that?

Spokesman:  Your first example is clearly unacceptable.  As for the protocol, we’d have to talk to the personnel department as far as what might be in existence as far as formal guidelines of formal acceptable behaviour.  I don’t know that off the top of my head.

Question:   Before we were cut off, can you elaborate on that phone call?  I think you were about to say a little bit more ...?

Spokesman:  No, I wasn’t going to.  I mean, I have no details about what was discussed.  I can just tell you that they spoke by phone yesterday.  Mohamed?

Question:   Fred, I have a question about the electoral commission.  CPA and Mr. Bremmer have (inaudible) or vetoed all the nominees, 25 nominees that the United Nations submitted to it.  And if your question is positive, what would be the cost of printing 600,000 brochures, posters and United Nations team and others?

Spokesman:  No, they may not add names to the list.  So, that we give them the list and they must choose from that list.  So, those are the guidelines.

Question:   Fred?

Spokesman:  Yes?

Question:   Another questions on oil-for-food:  Is the Secretary-General aware of any relationship between Boutros Boutros Ghali and Africa Middle East Petroleum in Panama that was dealing with oil-for-food contract; oil under oil-for-food?

Spokesman:  I know nothing about that.  And I’d have to ...

Question:   Is there any way that the Secretariat can seek a comment from Boutros Boutros Ghali about that?

Spokesman:  I think now that he is no longer head of this Organization, I don’t think that I am in a position to put that question to him.  But I mean, it’s easy enough for you to track him down and put the question to him yourself.  David?

Question:   I am sorry I might have missed it earlier.  On Rwanda, you know that there was an expectation that you might have the conclusion of the black box enquiry?

Spokesman:  Oh, yes.  On that, OIOS told me yesterday that they are drafting a report but it’s not going to be ready till Monday.  So ... (Interrupted)

Question:   Are they going to publish it ...?

Spokesman:  They have a large technical report and I believe that they are going to boil it down to the essence and submit it to the General Assembly.  I think that’s their intention.  Yes?

Question:   Fred, who appoints the external auditors, and do external auditors have the authority to share documents with Member States or the reverse?

Spokesman:  I’d have to get the appointment procedure.  I don’t know what it is.  Their reports are ...  I don’t know.  I better not speak.  Let me look into both your questions.  Richard?

Question:   Who will determine the next UN security chief and what qualities does the Secretary-General want in this difficult security environment for that post?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General will choose.  It’s a valid question because since 19 August last year our perception of security has changed fundamentally in that where we might before have assumed that in the conduct of humanitarian work we would not be a target, it now seems that for political reasons we could be a target.  And I assume that will affect the choice.  In the past, as you know, the Security Coordinator of the UN has been a manager, but not necessarily a security expert.  And I suspect that’s about to change.  Yes?

Question:   (Inaudible), I mean it seems to be the tradition in the UN that appointments to senior positions like this are generally people who don’t have a great deal of expertise in those area.  And, Benon Sevan had done management, I mean within the UN system.  But, you know, this is essentially running a major oil economy.  And you could go across, there has been lots of positions in the UN where people are primarily selected, you know, on the basis of sort of their political affiliation, that sort of thing.  I mean, is there any sense that this decision on the Security Coordinator is just a one off thing or is there really going to be any fundamental re-thinking about the qualifications that people must have for senior positions in the Organization?

Spokesman:  I don’t accept your premise there.  The Secretary-General always looks for the best-qualified people.  So, if it’s an economic post, he looks for someone who is distinguished in economics.  I haven’t heard criticism of this Secretary-General for giving in to governments or others to make political appointments of people who have no qualifications.

On Benon Sevan and the oil-for-food programme, I doubt there was anyone in the UN system who had experience managing something as large as oil-for-food because we had never undertaken an undertaking that large or handled such large amounts of money.  We thought we had adequate systems in place for auditing and controlling.  And now that questions have been asked about that, we’ll see what Mr. Volcker’s investigation produces.  But do you really think that we’ve been naming unqualified political ...?  Please don’t name names.

Question:   I don’t want to name names.  But I mean ...

Spokesman:  Okay.

Question:   On security, what’s the status of this Boswell report?

Spokesman:  Of which report?

Question:   This security, it’s called the Boswell report, right?  Basically looking into the whole security system.  How is it working?  How is it going and when is it due out?

Spokesman:  I’d have to check.  I don’t know.  [He later said the Secretary-General would submit a report to the General Assembly in the fall.]

Before we finish, can I just read a statement on Gaza that I was handed while I was here, attributable to the Spokesman: 

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the killing and injury of Palestinian demonstrators in southern Gaza today.  He calls on Israel to immediately halt the military operations.  The killing of peaceful demonstrators, many of them women and children, has distressed the Secretary-General, who sends his deepest condolences and sympathies to the families of the victims.  The Secretary-General has repeatedly warned Israel, including yesterday via his Middle East envoy, that it must abide by its obligations as an occupying Power, which include protecting the civilian population and eschewing the disproportionate or indiscriminate use of force.”
Thank you very much.
* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Wastes" ��The Philippine STAR -  South China sea polluted by livestock wastes� 


New Scientist - Bamboo seeds its own destruction  (unavailable)


� HYPERLINK  \l "Journee" ��Le site officiel des Jeux Olympiques et Paralympiques d’ATHÈNES 2004 - Journée mondiale de l’environnement du 5 juin 2004� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tratado" ��Radio nacional de Panama - En vigor, tratado internacional para eliminar contaminantes
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