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ENDANGERED SPECIES: ENVIROS GEAR UP FOR NOVEMBER CITES MEETING 

With the next Convention on International Trade in 

      Endangered Species (CITES) meeting more than six weeks away, 

      environmentalists are starting to campaign on what they view as 

      the most important and controversial issues up for debate. At 

      least 53 proposals on trade will be considered Nov. 3 to Nov. 15 

      at the 12th CITES Conference of Parties meeting (CoP 12) in 

      Santiago, Chile. 

      Marine issues will be at the forefront of this year's 

      meeting, with several proposals on whales, sea turtles, 

      freshwater turtles, seahorses and sharks up for consideration. 

      The perennial issue of elephant ivory trade is also expected to 

      surface as one of the meeting's most contentious and complicated 

      issues. "The broad threats to our oceans is something that has only 

      emerged in the last decade," said Ginette Hemley, vice president 

      for species conservation at the World Wildlife Fund. "In the 

      past, we've been able to define and quantify the threats to 

      terrestrial species, but much less has been known about the 

      status of species in the world's oceans. We're finally seeing 

      evidence of the decline of individual species as part of the 

      broader degradation of the marine ecosystems." 

      Ellen Pikitch, director of marine programs for the World 

      Conservation Society in New York, said the emergence of marine 

      issues at this year's meeting is a sign that international 

      organizations are recognizing that humanity's reach has extended 

      too far into the oceans. "Something has to change," she said. 

      "This could be the big signaling point." 

      According to the International Fund for Animal Welfare, 

      illegal trade in wild species -- estimated at more than $15 

      billion annually -- is second only to the trade in illicit 

      drugs. And a recent United Nations Environment Program report 

      warned that the problem of threatened and endangered species is 

      likely to worsen. Almost one-quarter of mammal species and 12 

      percent of bird species face extinction in the next three 

      decades, UNEP warned in May. (Click here for the report.) 

      No one knows for certain how many minke whales there are in 

      the world's oceans, and the International Union for the 

      Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources says there is not 

      enough information to assess the threat to Bryde's whales. 

      Having repeatedly failed to re-establish commercial whaling 

      under the auspices of the International Whaling Commission, 

      Japan is proposing to downlist the protections of minke and 

      Bryde's whales -- a position heavily attacked by 

      environmentalists. 

      All species of sea turtles are included on CITES Appendix 

      I, the highest level of protection. Cuba had proposed to re-open 

      the trade in the hawksbill turtle shell -- called "bekko" in 

      Japan, where it is made into trinkets and jewelry -- but 

      withdrew that proposal last month when it became clear the plan 

      would not pass. Similar hawksbill trade proposals were defeated 

      at CITES meetings in 1997 and 2000. Hawksbill populations have 

      declined globally by more than 80 percent over the past 105 

      years, according to IFAW, and environmentalists welcomed Cuba's 

      decision to drop the proposal. 

      The United Kingdom has proposed a limited trade in green 

      turtle shells to tourists in the Cayman Islands, which 

      environmentalists fear could open the door for international 

      markets in sea turtle shells, including illegal trade. 

      Another key issue is the possible listing of seahorses, 

      which are used in traditional Asian medicines. More than 154,280 

      pounds of seahorses were traded globally in 2000, amounting to 

      at least 24.5 million seahorses, IFAW says. The United States 

      has proposed listing more than 30 species of seahorses on 

      Appendix II, meaning the species is threatened by trade and 

      cannot be traded unless member countries ensure the trade is 

      sustainable. 

      Other significant proposals include the possible listings 

      of whale sharks and basking sharks, the world's two largest fish 

      species. The Philippines and India have proposed to list whale 

      sharks on Appendix II. Although similar proposals have been put 

      forward at past meetings, the difficulty in determining which 

      species are being traded has been a major barrier to listing in 

      the past. However, a study published in a recent issue of 

      Conservation Biology from researchers at the New York-based 

      Wildlife Conservation Society suggests that a new DNA fin test 

      may help protect the sharks. 

      The Australian government, with support from its fishing 

      industry, has made a controversial proposal to list the 

      Patagonian toothfish -- marketed as Chilean sea bass -- under 

      Appendix II. If the proposal passes, the toothfish would become 

      the first commercially valuable aquatic species listed under 

      CITES. The fish is already protected by an Antarctic treaty, but 

      not all countries are subject to it, and overfishing and illegal 

      fishing have contributed to significant declines in the species. 

      "The decision has huge implications not only for how this 

      fish is managed, but other fish species as well," said Sarah 

      Tyack, IFAW campaigns manager. 

      RECURRING ISSUES OF IVORY, MAHOGANY TRADE LIKELY TO REMAIN 

      CONTROVERSIAL 

      The African elephant population fell from an estimated 1.3 

      million in 1981 to as few as 300,000 in 1998, largely because of 

      ivory poaching and habitat loss, according to IFAW. The group 

      reports the population of Asian elephants at 45,000 to 50,000, 

      making their survival even more tenuous. From January 2000 to 

      May 2002, eight African and Asian countries reported elephant 

      poaching incidents, and at least 26,352 pounds of illegal ivory 

      was seized in 24 countries. 

      Five southern African nations have submitted a proposal to 

      re-open the ivory trade. Kenya and India have introduced a 

      counter-proposal that would upgrade the listing of African 

      elephants. 

      Another controversy from past CITES meetings likely to 

      appear this year is a proposal to uplist mahogany by Guatemala 

      and Nicaragua. Mahogany once ran through central Mexico into 

      Central and South America, but the tree has disappeared from 

      large swaths of Mexico, Central America and even parts of 

      Brazil. Worth as much as $1,300 per cubic meter and valued for 

      fine furniture, mahogany is another commercially important 

      species whose fate could be determined at the meeting. 

      The United States imports 60 percent to 80 percent of the 

      world's mahogany, but although it has supported a mahogany 

      listing for the last decade, officials have not declared their 

      position for this year's meeting. "There are two unknowns: What 

      will the Brazilians do and what will the U.S. do? The U.S. is 

      waiting to hear from the Brazilians, and the Brazilians are 

      waiting to hear from the U.S.," said Carroll Muffett, director 

      of international programs for Defenders of Wildlife. 

      But Brigid Shea, manager of government and environmental 

      affairs at the International Wood Products Association, is 

      confident that if the countries rely on science, an attempt to 

      upgrade the mahogany listing will fail. "There's no new science 

      to warrant an uplisting," Shea said. "If the mahogany trade goes 

      away, so do the efforts to conserve it and the research dollars. 

      ... Mahogany will still be lost as forests are cut down for 

      agricultural development, but if you have healthy trade in wood 

      products, they'll protect forests," she added.

__________________________________________________________________________

China Daily

CLEAN-UP CAMPAIGN AWAITS VOLUNTEERS 

      Millions of Chinese volunteers are expected to join forces to help beautify local areas in an annual global   clean-up campaign today. 

      More than 100 countries and regions in the world are set to participate in the 10th "Clean UP the World"

      campaign, scheduled to take place from today to Sunday. 

      Over the next three days clean-up activities will be staged around the nation and people are encouraged to participate. Shanghai, Tianjin, Beijing and Chongqing will take the lead, said Hao Shengkun, president of China Association of Urban Environmental Sanitation. 

      The global activity originated in Australia 12 years ago when Ian Kiernan, an ordinary Australian builder and solo yachtsman, had a simple idea to make a difference in his own backyard - Sydney Harbour. 

      This simple idea has now become the nation's largest community-based environmental event: Clean Up Australia Day. 

      With the support of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Clean Up the World was launched in 1993. 

      More than 37.5 million people from 128 countries took part last year, demonstrating that the simple Australian idea has universal appeal and the health of the environment is of concern to people and communities worldwide. 

      "The problem of waste management and the need for waste and resource reduction are common to communities the world over," said Lu Yingfang, an official from the Ministry of Construction. 

      Lu said the clean-up campaign is one of the simplest yet most effective means of tackling these issues and at the same time helps raise awareness of the values of the natural world. 

      This year China is launching activities with the theme of "Clean our city and love our motherland." The global theme for this year is: Think Globally, Act Locally. 

      Statistics from 10 major cities indicted that almost 2 million people including students and employees of  enterprises helped clean up more than 35,000 sites last year. (Copyright 2001 by China Daily) __________________________________________________________________________

 THE JOURNAL (Newcastle, UK) 

 September 14, 2002,  

 Future of the world lies in our hands 

          The house doctor is back on duty. It's good to be back in the North-East from my globe-trotting exploits of the past three weeks. 

       Some of you may have noticed in other sections of The Journal that two weeks ago I was addressing the World Summit on Sustainable        Development in Johannesburg on the subject of Sustainable Construction. 

       You may think this is a long way from you as a house owner, but I firmly believe that until all of us start thinking in terms of preserving our       environment and the world's resources, then we will fail in providing for the future generations what we are enjoying today. The main       newspaper headlines of the World Summit rightly dealt with clean water supplies and effective sanitation for a significant sector of the

       world's population. 

       Regrettably, the governments of the world couldn't get their act together to produce an effective agreement on this. 

       The World Summit consisted of two interlinked sectors. 

       In addition to the main intergovernmental conference there were five adjacent conferences, all organised by the United Nations       Environment Programme but dealing with ancillary issues to the main conference. 

       The intention was that the ancillary conferences, otherwise known at Type 2 conferences, would resolve their specific issues and these       would be fed into the main intergovernmental agreement. 

       And so it was with my conference which dealt with Sustainable Construction. 

       The statistics regarding worldwide construction are phenomenal. 

       For example, one sixth of the fresh water withdrawals around the world are to do with construction. 

       Thirty per cent of all waste in OECD countries is as a result of construction. 

       And finally, two-fifths of the world's energy goes into the construction and running of buildings. It is this last fact that should concern us as       home buyers and users. 

       On the design side, we as architects, surveyors and engineers should understand that 80pc of a building's future maintenance and repair       costs are fixed during the first 20pc of the planning and design process. 

       A little more careful thought and preparation at this early stage of the design could result in substantial savings in future running costs. 

       It is not just in the design of the new buildings that we should respect the environment, but also in the use of our existing buildings. 

       Careful attention to the energy efficiency of our homes can have the double benefit of reduced running costs together with a reduction in       the use of those vital but irreplaceable energy supplies. 

       I believe it is incumbent upon all of us to look carefully at how we heat, light and power our homes. 

       The thermal insulation we provide in our roofs, walls and windows as well as the energy we consume in providing light and power to the       multiplicity of modern technology equipment we have recently accumulated. 

       If we all managed to save just 20pc on our energy bills, then think of the enormous saving in the resources used by this country. 

       I know the sceptics will say: "It's not we in Europe that are the problem, but other countries and in particular the US." The often quoted       statistic that 5pc of the world's population consumes 25pc of the world's energy resources each year, is staggering. 

       Last week in complete contrast to the World Summit, I found myself at Harvard University in the States, speaking at a conference dealing       with Global Cities in an era of change. 

       In front of an eminent audience of investors, financiers and surveyors from predominantly North America, the discussion revolved around       building bigger and better cities, rather than my argument that we must make more efficient use of the cities we already have. 

       There is a major mind set problem between America and the rest of the world on the environment and the consumption of the earth's       resources. 

       This needs to be addressed, but I don't think that I can go into it in any great detail in this column. 

       Suffice to say, that any small amounts we can save as individuals occupying homes and work places here in the North- East of England will       have some effect on the world's resources. 

       We have to believe that the agreement reached in my conference in Johannesburg and taken on board by the intergovernmental conference       will be carried out by those countries and reinforced. 

       I can say that the US was represented in my part of the World Summit, particularly through their facilities managers' association and they       committed themselves to the same aspirations of sustainable construction that we in the UK and other parts of the world willingly signed up       to. 

       We'll just have to see. 

       * Peter W Fall is the Senior Partner of Peter Fall Cowie, Chartered Building Surveyors . The company can be contacted on [0191] 232-7733.

       For back copies of House Doctor articles, visit www.peter-fall-cowie.co.uk 

__________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

September 18, 2002 Wednesday 

 Sahel countries starting to win back the desert, say researchers 

      DATELINE: PARIS, Sept 18 

      BODY: 

      Countries across the southern rim of the Sahara are slowly pushing back the desert, according to satellite images that show an astonishing spurt of vegetation in former wasteland, New Scientist says. 

      Geographers from Britain, Sweden and Denmark have spent months poring over a 15-year archive of images and discovered there has been significant regrowth in southern Mauritania, northern Burkina Faso, northwestern Niger, central Chad, much of Sudan and parts of Eritrea, it reports. 

      "The gradual greening has been happening since the mid-1980s, though has gone largely unnoticed. Only now is the evidence being pieced together," the British science weekly says in next Saturday's issue. The most spectacular growth has been in northern Burkina Faso, which only two decades ago seemed a classic case of a country in the grip of a desertification crisis, with a surging population and unsustainable farming methods on arid, marginal land. 

      This region has rebounded so well that the vegetation is now becoming a "carbon sink" -- the term for thickly-carpeted grassland or forests that help to soak up carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, thus mitigating global warming. 

      In one Burkina province, yields of millet and sorghum have risen by up to 70 percent in recent years, and many families who had fled to work "in near-slave conditions" on coffee and cocoa plantations on the West African coast are now slowly trickling back, the report says. 

      The good news is in stark contrast to the deep-rooted pessimism about Sahel desertification. 

      Earlier this month, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) warned at the Earth Summit in Johannesburg that  more than 45 percent of Africa was battling with the onward march of the desert, and that the Sahel was by far the worst affected. 

      New Scientist says the reason for the upturn is unclear -- it may be due to increased rainfall after bad droughts in the early 1970s and 1980s, or to smarter agricultural methods. 

      One simple but highly successful technique, pioneered by the British charity Oxfam 20 years ago, is calling "contour bunding," in which farmers lay lines of stones along the contours of slopes to stop occasional rainstorms from washing away the soil and to keep the water on the land long enough for it to soak into the soil. 

      In Burkina's Yatenga region, where Oxfam started the project, "thousands of hectares (acres) treated with contour stone bunds now have trees growing where nothing grew 15 years ago," Chris Reij, a researcher of Amsterdam's Free University, was quoted as saying.

__________________________________________________________________________ Reuters

 Earth to warm even if greenhouse gas cut - US study
  WASHINGTON - Earth's climate will warm up over the next 50 years, whether or not greenhouse gases are curbed soon, U.S. researchers   reported on Thursday in a NASA study. 

  If nations cut back on emissions, it will not heat up as much, but it will still be hotter than it is now, according to a computer climate model. 

  "Some continued global warming will occur ... even if the greenhouse gases in the air do not increase further, but the warming could be   much less than the worst-case scenarios," lead researcher James Hansen said in a statement. 

  If emissions continue to increase at the current rate, global temperatures may increase by 2-4 degrees Fahrenheit (1-2 Celsius) the study   found. 

  But if carbon dioxide emissions do not increase any faster than they are now and if nations cut emissions of true air pollutants - those  harmful to humans - temperatures might only rise 1.4 degrees Fahrenheit (.75 Celsius). 

  The climate model provided a convincing demonstration that global temperature change of the past half-century was mainly a response to  climate forcing agents, or imposed perturbations of the Earth's energy balance, researchers found. 

  This was especially true of human-made forcings, such as carbon dioxide and methane, which trap the Earth's heat radiation as a blanket  traps body heat. 

  Hansen is based at NASA's Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York City, but the research was a collaborative effort among 19  institutions, including seven universities, federal agencies, private industry and other NASA centers, and was funded by NASA. 

  The results appear in the current Journal of Geophysical Research-Atmospheres. 

__________________________________________________________________________Media coverage on Ozone Layer
Sydney Morning Herald
The incredible shrinking ozone hole By Richard Macey

September 17 2002

Gone by 2050 ... the ozone hole over Antarctica.Photo: NASA 

The level of chlorine from chlorofluorocarbons in the atmosphere is falling,

and the hole in the ozone layer over Antarctica should close by 2050,

Australian scientists have revealed.

A jubilant Paul Fraser, chief research scientist with the CSIRO's

atmospheric research division, which made the discovery, said it was now

clear that the pain Western nations, including Australia, had accepted after

CFCs were banned in the mid-1990s had been worthwhile.

"This is big news ... we have been waiting for this," he said yesterday. "I

think this shows global protocols can work."

Monitoring from the joint CSIRO-Bureau of Meteorology station at Cape Grim

in Tasmania shows that the ozone-eating chlorine had levelled off two years

ago and was falling for the first time.

Developed in the 1930s as a safe domestic refrigerant, CFCs were added as

propellants to spray cans issued to United States troops in World War II.

They became popular in refrigerators, air-conditioners and

fire-extinguishers.

But the CFCs ate into the ozone layer, the shield that protects life from

the sun's ultra-violet rays, and the hole was first detected nearly three

decades ago.

In 1950, Dr Fraser said, the atmospheric level of chlorine from CFCs was

zero. "It rose steeply to 2.1 part per billion by 1995. We had expected the

CFCs to begin declining three or four years ago."

Instead, levels edged up until 2000, when they peaked at about 2.15 parts

per billion. "That was simply due to old refrigerators and old

air-conditioners in cars. We knew they were out there and we knew they were

leaking. Those CFCs may have been purchased 10 years ago."

The readings confirmed that levels were falling. "We think the trend is

definite now ... it is very significant."

While the hole grew and contracted from year to year because of climatic

factors, Dr Fraser was confident it would begin shrinking steadily from as

early as 2005 and should close by 2050.

He is co-author of a separate report, just released by the United Nation and

the World Meteorological Organisation, which found that the total level of

ozone-damaging chemicals in the lower atmosphere was already falling and

that upper levels had probably peaked.

But these falls largely resulted from bans on products such as solvents,

which only posed a threat for about 10 years. "The real problem has always

been chlorine from CFCs. It can last a lifetime in the atmosphere - at least

100 years."

Dr Fraser said the latest findings had come too late to make the UN report __________________________________________________________________________

LE MONDE | 17.09.02 - 

La couche d'ozone bénéficie de la réduction du taux de produits nocifs dansl'atmosphère Mais il faudra attendre 2050 pour qu'elle commence à se reconstituer. 

Tout ne va pas mal dans le domaine écologique ! Les nouvelles sur le frontde la couche d'ozone sont rassurantes, si l'on en croit un rapport international dont les résultats ont été diffusés le 16 septembre lors de la Journée internationale pour la protection de la couche d'ozone. La concentration dans l'atmosphère des substances dégradant l'ozone acommencé à décroître, mais il faudra attendre 2050 pour que la couche

d'ozone stratosphérique commence à se reconstituer nettement, indique ce rapport, établi par la communauté scientifique internationale dans le cadre du protocole de Montréal sur la couche d'ozone signé en 1987. Le précédent rapport avait été publié en 1998.  Le principal résultat des observations est que la concentration dans la troposphère (la portion d'atmosphère allant du sol à 15 km d'altitude) des

chlorofluorocarbures et autres halons décroît depuis le maximum atteint en 1992-1994. La quantité de chlore a diminué de 5 % à la vitesse de 0,6 % par an ; en revanche, le brome, présent en moindre quantité, continue de s'accumuler au taux de 3 % par an. Dans la stratosphère (de 15 à 45 km d'altitude), la concentration de substances chlorées plafonne et les chercheurs s'attendent à observer une décroissance des concentrations stratosphériques. Ces bons résultats découlent de la progressive diminution de la production des produits nocifs en application du protocole de Montréal.

A ce rythme, ce n'est que vers le milieu du siècle qu'"un retour aux niveaux d'ozone connus avant les années 1980 au-dessus de l'Antarctique est attendu". Ce délai illustre l'inertie des systèmes biosphériques, et la difficulté à corriger un déséquilibre provoqué par les sociétés humaines.

Ainsi, le "trou" saisonnier dans la couche d'ozone stratosphérique au-dessus de l'Antarctique reste important : la quantité d'ozone est inférieure d'environ 60 % à ce qu'elle était auparavant.

UNE INTERPRÉTATION DIFFICILE

On observe aussi une diminution importante de la couche d'ozone au-dessus de l'Arctique, mais l'importance des variations naturelles rend ici l'interprétation plus difficile. Enfin, si les tropiques ne subissent pas

d'amincissement de la couche d'ozone, c'est le cas des latitudes moyennes dans les deux hémisphères. Or les études confirment la corrélation entre l'amincissement de la couche d'ozone et l'accroissement des rayonnements ultraviolets qui ont augmenté depuis vingt ans de 6 à 14 % sur dix sites

témoins répartis sur la planète. Or ce rayonnement accru peut favoriser les cancers de la peau. "Il n'existe cependant pas de données épidémiologiques permettant d'attribuer de manière indiscutable l'augmentation des cancers de la peau à celle des rayonnements ultraviolets", souligne Gérard Mégie,

président du CNRS et principal auteur du rapport.

L'étude souligne enfin que l'interaction entre la couche d'ozone et le changement climatique constituera un des principaux objets de la recherche dans les prochaines années. Il s'agit là d'un sujet parmi les plus contradictoires, l'amincissement de la couche d'ozone contrebattant le

changement climatique sous certains aspects, mais le renforçant sous d'autres. L'évolution positive des données sur la couche d'ozone est présentée comme un succès des engagements internationaux en faveur de l'environnement. Le

rapport est présenté par le PNUE (Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement), qui gère l'application du protocole de Montréal et souligne sa valeur d'exemple pour le protocole de Kyoto sur le changement climatique, voire pour le plan d'action du Sommet de la Terre.  La poursuite de cet effort de longue haleine suppose que les pays en développement utilisant encore des produits endommageant la couche d'ozone

en cessent à leur tour la production, Inde et Chine en particulier. Un fonds multilatéral s'y emploie, qui a déboursé 1,4 milliard de dollars depuis 1991 pour aider à la fermeture des usines de ces produits. Son réapprovisionnement doit être discuté au mois de novembre prochain.

Hervé Kempf

* ARTICLE PARU DANS L'EDITION DU 18.09.02

_________________________________________________________________________________

South African Press Association

Ozone layer remains at risk

17/09/2002 07:18 - (SA) 

United Nations - The ozone layer that protects humans from skin cancer

remains at risk despite good signs of recovery, two UN environmental

agencies said on Monday.   A primary concern involves the use of substitutes for chlorofluorocarbons, which scientists say are directly responsible for the depletion in ozone levels, the UN Environmental Programme and World Meteorological Organisation

said, citing new data from a report scheduled for release in 2003. 

Using substitutes for CFCs may lead to increases in levels of greenhouse

warming rather than the desired reductions, the agencies said in a joint

statement on the report, "Scientific Assessment of Ozone Depletion 2002". 

On a positive note, they said there was little risk of an "ozone hole"

developing over the Arctic similar to the one detected over the Antarctic. 

Steady progress The "world is making steady progress toward the recovery of the ozone layer ... with the total amount of ozone-depleting chemicals in the lower

atmosphere continuing to decline, albeit slowly," the statement said. 

This, however, was more reason to work toward further emission reductions

that are harmful to the ozone layer, said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive

director. 

"We must not be complacent," Toepfer said. 

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged all countries to contribute toward

reducing the emissions.   "I urge all countries to meet their commitments ... and in particular the industrialised countries to continue providing the financial and other

assistance that will help the developing countries to do so," Annan said in

a separate statement. - Sapa/AP 

_________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Southern African nations seek GMO advisory body

 September 20, 2002

                GABORONE - Southern Africa's agriculture ministers want to set up an

                advisory committee to help them determine the potential effects of

                genetically modified foods on their populations, an official said on

                Thursday. 

                The move to establish a committee comes as more than 14 million

                people face starvation in southern Africa, where drought, HIV-AIDS and

                politics are blamed for the region's worst food crisis in a decade.

                But several governments in the region have been reluctant to accept GM

                food aid, much of it from the United States which cannot certify its

                donations as GM-free.

                "The absence of a harmonised regional policy on genetically modified

                organisms is creating problems with regard to the movement of food

                items," said Southern African Development Community (SADC) Executive

                Secretary Prega Ramsamy.

                "This is particularly serious given the current (food) crisis," he told

                journalists, ahead of the organisation's summit meeting in Angola next

                month.

                At the summit the agriculture ministers would look into food safety

                concerns, the impact of GM food on the environment, ethical issues,

                trade with countries who would not accept GMOs, and access to seeds by

                small-scale farmers, he said.

                The ministers would recommend that each of the 14 SADC member

                states take a position to accept or reject GM grain as food aid.

                "Longer term, member states should develop the capacity to deal with

                GMO issues," Ramsamy said, adding that the advisory committee would

                help with this process.

                SADC comprises of Angola, Botswana, Democratic Republic of Congo,

                Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, South

                Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

                Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe have

                been worst hit by the food crisis, but Angola and the Democratic Republic

                of Congo have forecast shortages.

                U.N. special envoy for humitarian needs James Morris said on Monday

                the number of vulnerable people ahead of next year's harvest had

                jumped to 14.4 million from 12.8 million in May.

                REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

__________________________________________________________________________

 DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           **Guest at Noon Briefing

           Our guest at the briefing today will be Carolyn McAskie, the United Nations Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, and she'll be here to talk about her recent mission to southern Africa.

           **Iraq

           The Executive Chairman of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Mission for Iraq, Hans      Blix, will brief members of the Security Council in a closed meeting this afternoon beginning at 4 p.m.

           Blix joined the Secretary-General in his meeting yesterday afternoon with the Iraqi Foreign Minister, Naji Sabri,   at which the Secretary-General stressed the need for Iraq to provide full and unconditional cooperation to the United  Nations inspectors and reaffirmed his confidence in Blix's professionalism and impartiality.

           Blix told the Foreign Minister that he wished to get off to a "flying start" and looked forward to finalizing the  practical arrangements for inspections when they next meet in Vienna starting 30 September.

           **Statement on the Middle East

           The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman concerning events in the Middle East.

           “The Secretary-General is appalled by the recent acts of violence in the Middle East that have pierced a period of relative calm.  He strongly reiterates the statement of the Quartet on 17 September calling for an end to violence and  terror and deploring and condemning such acts as morally repugnant.  He hopes that in the period after the two suicide attacks on Israelis and the bomb planted at a Palestinian school over the past three days the parties will act with  restraint.

           “The Secretary-General believes that only a comprehensive solution developed through a process thataddresses political, security, humanitarian and economic issues in parallel can ensure real security for the parties. The commitment of the parties to the roadmap agreed at the recent meeting of the Quartet coupled with an effective Quartet monitoring mechanism remains the best path to that solution.”

           **Security Council

           Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, briefed the Security Council  in an open meeting this morning before Council members went into consultations on the same agenda item.

           He highlighted the two most pressing challenges that the Afghan people are facing:  security and recovery.    He warned that if we fail to address these, “fragmentation will become more entrenched, extremism will rise, and then  foreign countries, groups or individuals may be drawn once again into the fray”.

           He appealed to the international community to provide “committed, sustained and generous support”.  He then  outlined areas where international funding was mostly needed, including employment-generation, introduction of a new  currency and development of the capacity of governing.

           On security, Brahimi reminded the members of the proliferation of local conflicts and violence, adding that:  “in   the past few days there have been positive developments in these troublesome areas”.

           In concluding his speech, he underscored that time was of the essence and he appealed to the international  community to “turn its undoubted commitment to Afghanistan into more forceful action”. 

           At 3:30 this afternoon, the Security Council has scheduled a meeting with troop-contributing countries to the  United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           And then, also today before that at 3 p.m., there is a meeting of the Security Council Committee overseeing  sanctions against Usama bin Laden, the Al Qaeda organization, the Taliban and their associates to discuss further the  report by the expert group monitoring the implementation of those sanctions.  That meeting will take place in  Conference Room 7.

           **Secretary-General's address to the Group of 77

           The Secretary-General this morning addressed the ministers of the Group of 77, which is now a 133-nation  coalition of developing countries, and said the last year has been a challenging one for them, with the world economy   recovering very slowly following its setback last year.  He said that any return by the developing countries to the growth  rates they had achieved prior to the Asian crisis would likely not take place until 2005.

           Yet, he also underscored the achievement of the main economic meetings of the past year, from the World  Trade Organization meeting in Doha, Qatar, to the International Conference on Financing for Development in Monterrey, Mexico and the World Summit on Sustainable Development that just took place in Johannesburg, South  Africa.

           He warned that his recent report on progress achieved towards implementing the goals of the Millennium  Declaration presents a mixed picture, with progress so far toward reducing child and maternal mortality being  “inadequate”.

           He told the Group of 77 that next week he will submit to the Member States an agenda of measures to strengthen the United Nations further.  The Secretary-General emphasized:  “We must focus our energies not on   activities that are of marginal utility or programs that are no longer serving their intended purposes, but on the major challenges of our era and the things that really matter to the peoples of the world”.  We have copies of his remarks available upstairs.

           **Secretary-General Report on Reform

           Concerning that report, the Secretary-General will come here to present it on Monday at 10:30 a.m., at which  he will give a press conference.

           And then tomorrow, immediately following the noon briefing, we'll bring two members of the United Nations  reform team to speak to you off-the-record, mainly to walk you through the contents of the report, and we'll also give  you embargoed copies of the report at that time.  Because it's an off-the-record briefing, United Nations Television will  not cover it, but delegations may view it from studio 4 in the basement.

           **Burundi

           Concerning Burundi -- and we had a question from Mr. Abbadi yesterday -— and the reports of a massacre of  close to 200 civilians, local representatives of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights have been sent  to the Gitega province to look into the situation.

           Meanwhile, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees reported earlier this week that  more than 1,000 Burundian refugees have fled for Tanzania over the last two weeks, sparking fears that the intensifying conflict between Burundian military and rebel forces could drive out larger numbers.   And we may have a statement on  Burundi later today.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           The United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo received a letter this morning from Rwandan military officials informing the Mission of their withdrawal from Kabalo, Kongolo, Nyunzu and Kalemie in the North Katanga region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           The operation is scheduled to start this Saturday.  Withdrawal orders were sent accordingly to operational commanders on the ground.  Further details are not available concerning the number of troops or the next withdrawal  plan.  So far 1,380 soldiers have pulled out of Kindu/Kalima area and have arrived home in Kigali.

           **Kosovo

           The United Nations Mission in Kosovo said today that, following a thorough investigation by a United Nations  team including three forensic experts, it has concluded that media reports that a cemetery in Orahovac may contain a  mass grave for Kosovo Serbs are “completely unfounded”.  A Serbian pathologist also visited the site earlier this week  and confirmed the findings of the United Nations Mission that the cemetery contained no fresh graves.  We have a  press release from the Mission with more details.

           **Haiti

           The independent expert on human rights in Haiti, Louis Joinet, will visit that country, starting this Saturday, at  the Government’s invitation.  During his visit, which is to last through 29 September, he will meet with Government   officials, as well as those from the United Nations system and the Organization of American States.  Joinet, who was  appointed by the Secretary-General last March, is to report to the Commission on Human Rights about the situation in Haiti next April.

           **International Day of Peace

           As the International Day of Peace, 21 September, falls on a Saturday this year, it will be observed tomorrow at Headquarters with the ringing of the Peace Bell.  The Secretary-General will ring the Peace Bell following a brief  ceremony, which begins at 10 a.m. in the Japanese Garden in front of the Secretariat building.  The   Secretary-General’s message on the day is out as a press release in English and French.

           A Peace Vigil will also take place in the Meditation Room in the General Assembly Public Lobby from  tomorrow at 7:15 a.m. through midnight on Saturday.  The Secretary-General and Mrs. Annan will participate in the     Vigil at 2:45 tomorrow afternoon.

           **International Disability Award

           This morning, the Secretary-General’s Chief of Staff, Iqbal Riza, delivered a message on behalf of the  Secretary-General to the ceremony at which the President of Ecuador, Gustavo Noboa Bejarano, was presented with     the Franklin Delano Roosevelt International Disability Award. 

           The Secretary-General said that Ecuador was one of the first countries in the world to include the rights of     people with disabilities in its Constitution and to provide legal instruments to uphold those rights.  “Ecuador”, he said,    "has been at the forefront of the movement for equal opportunities for disabled people, and for their full participation in     society".

           Since 1995, the award has been presented to the country that makes noteworthy progress toward the goal of     the United Nations World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons.  Later today, the Secretary-General’s    wife, Nane, will speak at a luncheon honoring the recipients of the award.

           Mrs. Annan will pay tribute to some of the people with disabilities she has met and who have inspired her.      She will say, “In Mozambique just recently, I met a man who had suffered from polio, and he was the one the     community had selected as leader of their efforts to bring safe water and sanitation to the community”. 

           She'll go on, "I have also met survivors of landmines.  In Angola, I visited children whose young lives had been     torn apart by these devilishly small devices".  "I met a boy", she'll say "perhaps he was 12.  He would have to live his     life without a leg because he went out to play.  I met mothers on crutches or in wheelchairs, caring for their children".

           **United Nations Yearbook on CD-ROM

           The Department of Public Information has announced that for the first time, the United Nations Yearbook has     been published in CD-ROM format.

           Users will now be able to access the more than 59,000 pages of text and indices in the popular Portable

     Document Format, using the widely available Adobe Acrobat software.  Searching the index will enable users to follow     an issue across volumes, tracking the changes in the Organization over the years.

           The United Nations Yearbook Collection, a two CD-ROM set, I have one here, includes all 53 volumes

     published to date from 1946 -- this is the Spokesman's copy from 1946.  [Shows book]  And it goes through to 1999.      53 of these little volumes on these two little disks.  So that's modern technology for you. 

           The set will be updated annually and the collection is now available by subscription from the United Nations     Publications Unit.  We also have a press release on it upstairs.

           **Press Releases

           Other press releases today.  A statistical report of the Chief Executives Board on the budgetary and financial     situation of the organizations of the United Nations system.  And Catherine O'Neill of our Washington Office, you will     love this because when I was doing the Washington beat ten or fifteen years ago, what I wanted was budgetary     statistics across the system, and I'm glad it's finally out.  The report includes tables reflecting the approved budgets     and assessed contributions of the United Nations and the specialized agencies from 1994 to 2003.

           A second press release.  The World Health Organization and its partners will meet in Burkino Faso next week     to try to reach agreement on a strategy to combat meningitis in Africa. 

           **Signing

           Signings.  This morning, Malawi became the 81st country to ratify the Rome Statute of the International  Criminal Court.  And this afternoon, Senegal will become the second country to ratify the Agreement on the Privileges     and Immunities of the International Criminal Court.

           **Press Conference

           Press conference, tomorrow at 11 a.m. in this room, Ioannis Kasoulides of Cyprus -- that's the Foreign  Minister of Cyprus -- will be here to brief you. 

           Scholarship Fund Launch

           And the Correspondents Association asked me to announce that the Dag Hammarskjold Memorial Scholarship Fund luncheon with the Secretary-General will be held on Wednesday, 25 September, in the Delegates     Dining Room.  And correspondents wishing to attend can purchase tickets from Judy Aita in room C-310.  But you     must do so by Monday.  And we have details in the third floor bullpen.

           That's all I have for you. 

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  If Iraq has no conditions about inspectors, why is it so difficult to send the first team right away?      Who gives the authorization?  The Security Council?  The Secretary-General?  Blix?

           Spokesman:  First of all, I don't speak for Hans Blix, but I will try to, as accurately as I can, represent his     views. 

           He feels that unless the basic understandings on the practical arrangements for the inspections are reached     before he goes there, it's inviting trouble.  So he wants to work out with Iraq all the practical details for these     inspections.  And as we've already told you, his team and the Iraqi team will meet in Vienna starting on 30 September     and at that session -- I don't know how long it will last -- Mr. Blix has said that he wants to get off to a flying start.  As     quickly as possible, they will finalize those arrangements, after which, they will send people to Iraq.  Before they can     send inspectors, they really just have to send people to reopen their offices, their laboratories, replace computers if     they need replacing.  Basically get the infrastructure in place before the inspectors can go. 

           All of that can be done reasonably quickly.  I can't tell you exactly how quickly.  As for the relationship between those inspections and the Security Council, Mr. Blix reports to the Security Council.  So, we'll have to see     what additional marching orders -- if any -- the Council gives him. 

           Question:  I know you weren't at the meeting.  According to one paper, United States officials are saying that     in the technical talks Tuesday there was already some obstructionism.  Is there any way that you are able to     comment on that or confirm that?

           Spokesman:  That's the first time I heard it, but I think you should put that question to Dr. Blix. 

           Question: Today President Bush said very clearly that there were no negotiations with Iraq -- no negotiations     at all.  These talks between the United Nations and the Iraqis sound like negotiations about practical arrangements.      It's still not clear.

           Spokesman:  I don't think you would negotiate practical arrangements.  These are discussions about practical     arrangements on the understanding that there are no conditions.  But the procedures for carrying out inspections have     to be laid out very clearly at the beginning, so that problems that could be anticipated now are not encountered later on     the ground to cause some kind of conflict that could trigger a more serious situation.  So we're trying to eliminate all     these practical obstacles to a smooth inspection process.  It's not a negotiation.

           Question:  What is the United Nations response to President Bush saying again today, more out in the open,     that in effect no matter what the United Nations does, the United States is justified and will stage its own action.      Whatever it wants.  Besides accusing the United Nations of having no backbone, is the United Nations feeling that     that's a justified position?

           Spokesman:  Well, I've already said before in this room I think when these comments are addressed to the     United Nations, it's not to us the Secretariat.  I think he's talking about his fellow members of the Security Council.      And that is being discussed among members of the Council at the highest level.  The Secretariat is not going to enter     into that debate.  So, let's just see what emerges from the Council when eventually they sit down to discuss Iraq,     maybe even starting this afternoon when Dr. Blix briefs them on his preliminary discussions with the Iraqis on practical     arrangements.

           Question: Isn't he, in effect, by those comments that he heard moments before his own, putting the Secretary-General's speech in the garbage can? 

           Spokesman: I'm not going to comment on a speech by the President of the United States that I don't think     was aimed at the Secretary-General. 

           **Briefing by Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's briefing by Richard Sydenham, the Spokesman for the     General Assembly President.

           Good afternoon.  Today the General Assembly is scheduled to hear 23 speakers in general debate this morning and this afternoon.  As you know, Iraq is scheduled to address the General Assembly round about now and     copies of the speech are available on the third floor.

           Tomorrow the bell-ringing ceremony will take place at 10 a.m.  As background, I'd like to remind you that     General Assembly resolution 55/282 of 28 September decided that the peace bell ringing ceremony would be held to     commemorate the International Day of Peace, which is designated by the General Assembly to fall on 21 September     every year.  It will no longer be scheduled on the opening day of the regular session of the General Assembly, as was     the practice in previous years.

           As the 21 September -- as Fred mentioned -- falls on a Saturday this year, the ceremony will take place tomorrow at 10 a.m.  The President of the General Assembly will make a statement, following the Secretary-General,     which will be issued as a press release.

           Because of the peace bell ringing ceremony tomorrow, the General Assembly is scheduled to start tomorrow     at 10:30 a.m. with 22 speakers scheduled morning and afternoon, with the general debate scheduled to end tomorrow. 

           Are there any questions?  Thank you.

*** *
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   IRAQ: CHIEF WEAPONS INSPECTOR TO BRIEF SECURITY COUNCIL

                       The Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission for Iraq (UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, will brief members of the Security Council in a closed meeting this afternoon beginning at 4:00. 

                       Blix joined Secretary-General Kofi Annan in his meeting with Iraqi Foreign Minister Naji Sabri Wednesday   afternoon, at which the Secretary-General stressed the need for Iraq to provide full and unconditional cooperation to the UN inspectors and reaffirmed his confidence in Blix's professionalism and impartiality.

                       Blix told the Foreign Minister that he wished to get off to a "flying start" and looked forward to finalizing the practical arrangements for inspections when they next meet in Vienna starting the week of September 30.

                       Asked why the weapons inspectors could not go to Iraq immediately, the Spokesman said that Blix’s believed  that, unless a basic understanding on practical arrangements was agreed to before he got there, “it’s inviting

                       trouble.” 

                       As such, there would be discussions on practical arrangements, on the understanding that there would be no

                       conditions placed on the inspectors’ return, with the discussions designed to avoid any practical obstacles to a  smooth inspection process. 

                       The Spokesman added that, with the Vienna talks, the UNMOVIC team would try to finalize arrangements as quickly as possible. Then it would need to send people to Iraq to re-open the Commission’s office to prepare for the inspectors’ return, which, he said, could be done fairly quickly. 

                       As for the Security Council’s guidance to Blix, Eckhard said, “we’ll have to see what additional marching orders, if any, the Council gives him.” 

                       The Spokesman, in response to another question, declined to comment on U.S. President George W. Bush’s recent remarks criticizing the United Nations, which, he said, were addressed to the Security Council, on a matter being discussed by the Council at the highest level. 

                               ANNAN APPALLED AS MIDDLE EAST VIOLENCE BREAKS CALM PERIOD

                       The Secretary-General is appalled by the recent acts of violence in the Middle East that have pierced a period of relative calm, according to a statement issued through his Spokesman. He strongly reiterated the statement of the "Quartet" on the Middle East  calling for an end to violence and terror and deploring and condemning such

                       acts as morally repugnant. He hoped that, in the period after the two suicide attacks on Israelis and the bomb planted at a Palestinian school over the past three days, the parties will act with restraint.  

                       The Secretary-General believes that only a comprehensive solution developed through a process that addresses  political, security, humanitarian and economic issues in parallel can ensure real security for the parties. The   commitment of the parties to the roadmap agreed at the recent meeting of the Quartet, coupled with an effective                       Quartet monitoring mechanism, remains the best path to that solution. 

                               SECURITY COUNCIL BRIEFED ON CHALLENGES FACING AFGHANISTAN

                       Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, briefed the Security Council  on Afghanistan in an open meeting this morning before Council members went into consultations on the same  topic.  

                       Brahimi highlighted the two most pressing challenges that the Afghan people were facing: security and  recovery. He warned that, if we fail to address these challenges, "fragmentation will become more entrenched,  extremism will rise, and then foreign countries, groups or individuals may be drawn once again into the fray."

                       He appealed to the international community to provide "committed, sustained and generous support." He then outlined areas where international funding was mostly needed, including employment generation, the  introduction of a new currency and the development of the government’s capacity. 

                       On security, Brahimi reminded the members of the proliferation of local conflicts and violence, adding, "In the  past few days there have been positive developments in these troublesome areas." He underscored that time   was of the essence, and he appealed to the international community to "turn its undoubted commitment to

                       Afghanistan into more forceful action."

                       At 3:30 p.m. the Security Council has scheduled a meeting with troop-contributing countries on the UN Mission  in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, to be followed by the consultations on Iraq.

                       Also today at 3:00 p.m., there is a meeting of the Security Council Committee overseeing sanctions against  Usama bin Laden, the Al-Qaida organization, the Taliban and their associates to discuss further the report by the expert group monitoring the implementation of those sanctions. 

ANNAN TELLS G-77 HE WILL SUBMIT UN REFORM REPORT

                       The Secretary-General this morning addressed the ministers of the Group of 77, the 133-nation coalition of developing countries, and said the last year has been a challenging one for them, with the world economy recovering very slowly following its setback last year. He said that any return by the developing countries to  the growth rates they had achieved prior to the Asian crisis would likely not take place until 2005.

                       Yet he also underscored the achievement of the main economic meetings of the past year, from the World Trade  Organization meeting in Doha, Qatar, last November to the International Conference on Financing for Development held in Monterrey, Mexico, and the World Summit on Sustainable Development that just took                       place in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

                       He warned that his recent report on progress achieved towards implementing the goals of the Millennium  Declaration presents a mixed picture, with progress so far toward reducing child and maternal mortality being“inadequate.” 

                       He told the Group of 77 that, next week, he will submit to the Member States an agenda of measures to strengthen the United Nations further. The Secretary-General emphasized, “We must focus our energies, not on activities that are of marginal utility or programs that are no longer serving their intended purposes, but on the                       major challenges of our era and the things that really matter to the peoples of the world.” 

                       Next Monday at 10:30 a.m., the Secretary-General has scheduled a press conference to present his report on UN  reform. Prior to that on Friday, immediately after the noon briefing, two UN officials who worked on the reform  report will provide an off-the-record briefing to the press. 

                               UN HUMAN RIGHTS EXPERTS EXAMINE BURUNDI MASSACRE REPORTS

                       Local representatives of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights have been sent to the Gitega Province in  Burundi to examine reports of a massacre of close to 200 civilians.  

                       Meanwhile, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees reported earlier this week that more than 1,000  Burundian refugees have fled for Tanzania over the last two weeks, sparking fears that the intensifying conflict                       between Burundian military and rebel forces could drive out larger numbers. 

  UN CONGO MISSION INFORMED OF MORE RWANDAN WITHDRAWALS

                       The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) received a letter this morning from Rwandan military officials informing the Mission of their withdrawal from Kabalo, Kongolo, Nyunzu and Kalemie in the  North Katanga region of the DRC.  

                       The operation is scheduled to start this Saturday. Withdrawal orders were sent accordingly to operational commanders on the ground. Further details are not vailable concerning the number of troops and the next withdrawal plan. 

                       So far, 1,380 soldiers have pulled out of Kindu and Kalima and have arrived in Kigali. 

                                     UN KOSOVO MISSION DENIES MASS GRAVES REPORTS

                       The UN Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) said today that, following a thorough investigation by a UN team including three forensic experts, it has concluded that media reports that a cemetery in Orahovac may contain a  mass grave for Kosovo Serbs are “completely unfounded.”  

                       A Serbian pathologist also visited the site earlier this week and confirmed the findings of the UN Mission that the cemetery contained no fresh graves. 

ANNAN TO RING PEACE BELL TO MARK INTERNATIONAL DAY

                       As the International Day of Peace falls on this Saturday, it will be observed Friday at UN Headquarters with the ringing of the Peace Bell.  

                       The Secretary-General will ring the Peace Bell following a brief ceremony which begins at 10:00 a.m. in the Japanese Garden in front of the UN Secretariat building, and he will also deliver a message to mark the day.

                       A Peace Vigil will also take place in the Meditation Room in the General Assembly Public Lobby from Friday at 7:15 am through midnight on Saturday. The Secretary-General and Nane Annan, his wife, will participate in the Vigil at 2:45 Friday afternoon. 

DISABILITY AWARD GIVEN TO ECUADOR’S PRESIDENT

                       This morning, the Secretary-General’s Chief of Staff, Iqbal Riza, delivered a message on behalf of the Secretary-General to the ceremony at which the President of Ecuador, Gustavo Noboa Bejarano, was presented  with the Franklin Delano Roosevelt International Disability Award.   

                       The Secretary-General said the Ecuador was one of the first countries in the world to include the rights of people with disabilities in its Constitution and to provide legal instruments to uphold those rights.  “Ecuador  has been at the forefront of the movement for equal opportunities for disabled people, and for their full  participation in society,” he said. 

                       Since 1995, the award has been presented to the country that makes noteworthy progress toward the goal of the UN World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons. 

                       Today, the Secretary-General’s wife, Nane, spoke at a luncheon honoring the recipients of the award. She paid  tribute some of the people with disabilities she has met who have inspired her, saying, “In Mozambique just  recently, I met a man who had suffered from polio, and he was the one the community had selected as leader of their efforts to bring safe water and sanitation to the community.”  

                       She added, “I have also met survivors of landmines. In Angola I visited children whose young lives had been torn apart by these devilishly small devices. I met a boy; perhaps he was 12. He would have to live his life without a leg because he went out to play. I met mothers on crutches or in wheelchairs, caring for their children.” 

                                                OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

                       The independent expert on human rights in Haiti, Louis Joinet, will visit that country, starting this Saturday, at  the Government’s invitation. During his visit, which is to last through September 29, he will meet with Government officials, as well as those from the UN system and the Organization of American States. Joinet is to report to the Commission on Human Rights about the situation in Haiti next April.  

                       The Department of Public Information has announced that for the first time, the United Nations Yearbook has been published in CD-ROM format. Users will now be able to access the more than 59,000 pages of text and indices in the popular PDF or Portable Document Format. The United Nations Yearbook Collection, a two                CD-ROM set, includes all 53 volumes published to date, covering 1946 to 1999.  The set will be updated  annually.  This morning, Malawi became the 81st country to ratify the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. And this afternoon, Senegal will become the second country to ratify the Agreement on the Privileges and  Immunities of the International Criminal Court. 

                       The statistical report of the Chief Executives Board on the budgetary and financial situation of the organizations of the United Nations system was made available today. The report includes tables reflecting the approved

                       budgets and assessed contributions of the United Nations and the specialized agencies from 1994 to 2003. 

                       The World Health Organization and its partners will meet in Burkina Faso next week to try to reach agreement on a strategy to combat meningitis in Africa.  

                  * The guest at the noon briefing was Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Carolyn McAskie, who discussed the food  crisis in southern Africa.

__________________________________________________________________________

Stockpiles of obsolete pesticides in  Africa higher than expected, UN says

18 September – The amount of toxic waste stemming from obsolete pesticides                in Africa is more than double previous estimates, threatening the health of                      the poor and contributing to land degradation and water pollution, the                          United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today.

                 "Every African country has stockpiles of obsolete pesticides and associated waste such as heavily contaminated soils and millions of containers," Alemayehu                 Wodageneh, an FAO expert on obsolete pesticides, told a meeting in Rome. The agency                 estimates that the toxic waste in Africa alone amounts to around 120,000 of the more                 than 500,000 tons worldwide. FAO previously estimated the amount in Africa at around                 50,000 tons, with about 30 per cent of the waste believed to be persistent organic                 pollutants (POPs).

                 In nearly a decade, less than 5 per cent of the estimated stockpiles have been disposed  of. FAO successfully concluded the disposal of close to 3,000 tons in more than 10 countries in Africa and the Near East in close collaboration with bilateral partners.                 FAO's biggest clean-up project, in Ethiopia, currently aims to remove over 3,000 tons.

                 According to FAO, the management of pesticides in many developing countries is often inadequate due to a lack of resources. Many of these countries suffer from weak import controls, poor storage and stock management, and a lack of training in appropriate pesticide use. Over the past years, FAO has trained thousands of plant protection experts in pesticide control and management.

                 The condition of obsolete pesticide stocks varies from well-stored products that can still be used in the field to products that have entirely leaked from corroded steel drums  and other containers into the soil.

                 In many cases products are stored in the open where they are exposed to great                 temperature fluctuations and other damaging conditions, which accelerate the     deterioration of the pesticides as well as their containers. However, even where storage

                 conditions are good, the length of storage and the nature of the products have resulted  in container corrosion and product leakage.

__________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA

19 September 2002

US NEWS

Review of Public Bank Projects Weakened, Green Groups Say, Washington Post, 19/9:  Federal officials are scaling back environmental reviews of international infrastructure projects funded by U.S.-backed public development banks, some lawmakers and environmental groups say.  Officials at USAID, said they are not eliminating the reviews, merely reorganizing duties. But Sen. Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt.), who chairs the committee that funds the banks, criticized the Bush administration for reducing environmental oversight on the projects. "Instead of cutting funds, downgrading offices and eliminating professional staff, it should be strengthening these programs and supporting people who have scientific expertise".  (http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A36274-2002Sep18.html)

Study: Earth to Warm Even if Greenhouse Gas Cut, Philadelphia Inquirer and Reuters, 19/9:  Earth's climate will warm up over the next 50 years, whether or not greenhouse gases are curbed soon, U.S. researchers reported on Thursday in a NASA study.  If nations cut back on emissions, it will not heat up as much, but it will still be hotter than it is now, according to a computer climate model. (See http://www.philly.com/mld/philly/news/local/4108665.htm)

Explore climate's role in spread of diseases, Baltimore Sun, 19/9:  Opinion piece by Dr. Rita R. Colwell, Director of the US National Science Foundation, notes that infectious diseases are the leading cause of death worldwide and are on the rise.  The answer may lie in the relationship of infectious diseases to our planet's climate.  Recent average temperature increases and changes in precipitation amounts and patterns may be to blame.  Federal agencies have noted these environment and health interactions, and a better understanding of how climatic factors affect the spread of infectious diseases will enhance our ability to predict the health effects of both seasonal weather changes and large-scale disturbances such as El Niño. She calls for research to be undertaken in diverse fields of science to make clear the links between broad-scale environmental and climatic factors and diseases such as West Nile virus. Otherwise, in 50 years, when Earth's temperatures may have risen, we won't be able to predict, or prevent, the spread of infectious diseases that are climate-responsive.  (see http://www.sunspot.net/news/opinion/oped/bal-op.virus19sep19.story)

Biggest Environmental Cleanup Project Begins at Nuclear Site, NY Times and Associated Press, 19/9:  After a decade of fits and starts, construction has begun on a $4 billion waste treatment complex at the Hanford nuclear reservation, the US department of energy nuclear weapons facility on Washington State.  (see http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/19/national/19HANF.html?ex=1033439647&ei=1&en=8bbdc9a9f215f8e6)

CANADIAN NEWS

Canada and Kyoto Protocol:  Numerous articles in Canadian media are following the very public debate on whether and how Canada should ratify and then implement the Kyoto Protocol.  Yesterday Prime Minister Chretien visited Alberta, the oil-rich province that has been quite outspoken in its opposition.

Articles included:  

Chretien tells energy leaders in Alta. to look past immediate costs of Kyoto -- http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={78A10340-6626-4F91-9EC0-555E2459E900}

Alberta's anti-Kyoto campaign says Canadians will lose jobs, pay more tax -- http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={547CD2D5-8497-4059-9F3A-CC7CAAA93705}

Alberta government ads warn of 'devastation', National Post -- http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={6F07BB33-DE8A-49DC-AC8C-2428B52995CF}

All regions, sectors to share cost of Kyoto: PM, CBC News –

http://cbc.ca/cgi-bin/templates/print.cgi?/2002/09/19/pm_calgary020919
Chrétien says Kyoto will cost consumers, and Ignore Alberta's push to prevent Kyoto ratification, Toronto Globe and Mail – http://www.globeandmail.com/environment
Kyoto is no 'dagger', Chretien says, Toronto Star – 

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145388828&call_page=TS_News&call_pageid=968332188492&call_pagepath=News/News


*******

______________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE (ROA)

September 20, 2002

Company allays fears of pollution off Mauritanian coast 

Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - Mauritania's National Company of Mines and Industry (SNIM) has dismissed media claims about "an ecological disaster off the coast of Nouadhibou town" following an accident last month in which a ship spilled its "cargo of explosives" into the sea. Local press accounts said the ship sunk off Nouadhibou with 35,000 tons of explosives belonging to SNIM. Refuting the allegations on Wednesday, the Mauritanian company said the vessel's cargo was but 210 tons of gel composed mainly of ammonium nitrate.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng020693&dte=19/09/2002
Over USD 66 Million for Fisheries Poverty Reduction Plan

Angola Press Agency (Luanda): The Fisheries and Environment Poverty Reduction Plan for the 2003/2005 period unveiled Wednesday in Luanda is estimated to cost Usd 66,7 million. A note delivered to Angop on Thursday says that 17,4 million of that amount will be used in the implementation of part of the plan for the first year, whereas the second will consume 20,0 million. 29,1 million Usd will be disbursed for the third year. The money for the plan will come from the State budget, from the Fund for craftsman fishing (Fadepa) and from the Economic and Social Fund (Fdes), donations and grants from international financial institutions. According to the note, the plan will mainly focus on improving working techniques for fisher communities, the living standards and diet for the populations in northern Angola.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209190687.html
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Topical News Issues
Agencies in deep rift over CDM rejection - Forestry Dept urges review of decision 
Bangkok Post, Sept 19, 2002 (Kultida Samabuddhi) - The Forestry Department and the Office of Environmental Policy and Planning are deeply split over the government's decision to reject the Kyoto Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM).
Sawat Dulayapachara, Forestry Department deputy chief, yesterday called for a review of the cabinet's Sept 10 decision, which demanded that state agencies refuse proposals from industrialised countries that wish to invest in CDM projects to claim credits for greenhouse gases reduction.  Thailand was the first party that shut the door on the mechanism, which allows rich countries to reach their emission targets more easily by investing in clean technology or afforestation projects in developing countries. 
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/19Sep2002_news20.html 


Cabinet cans deal with US on forests - Washington thought it cancelled already 
Bangkok Post, Sept 19, 2002 (Kultida Samabuddhi and Pradit Ruangdit) - Cabinet says it has cancelled a Tropical Forest Conservation Agreement with the United States, after it was unable to settle problems about the fund's conditions and management board.
The news has pleased biodiversity advocates, who say national sovereignty was at stake.
The United States, however, said it was surprised to hear the news now, as it thought the government had cancelled the agreement six months ago.  …``The decision is in line with the government's policy to reject overseas aid in conservation projects to prevent industrialised countries from claiming carbon credits from these projects,'' he said.
Carbon credits are an important component of the clean development mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol. The mechanism allows developed countries to claim credits for greenhouse gases absorbed by forests in Third World countries which are replanted or protected with their money.…The official, however, was surprised to hear now that cabinet had cancelled the agreement, because the deal was killed six months ago when Thailand decided not to sign it by the March deadline.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/19Sep2002_news21.html 


Indian Capital Breathes Easy After Pollution Checks 
The Tehran Times, Sept 14, 2002 - New Delhi -- Five years ago, the Indian capital was rated as one of the most polluted cities in the world, continually shrouded in an eye-stinging smog of foul gas and noxious fumes. No longer. Pollution levels in the wheezing metropolis of about 13 million people have come down significantly since the government cracked down on exhaust-belching vehicles and closed down smoke-spewing factories in the late 1990s. "There has been a 25 percent reduction in pollution levels since 1995. Sulphur dioxide in the air is within prescribed limits and suspended particulate matter has also come down," said Dilip Biswas, Chairman of the Central Pollution Control Board.
"Vehicles, especially those with diesel, account for 70 percent of the city's pollution while power plants are responsible for 15 percent and industry about 10 percent," Anumita Roychowdhury, coordinator of air pollution control at the Center for Science and Environment, told Reuters. …India concedes a need for urgent action to cut back on emissions of industrial gases blamed for global warming and creating more extreme weather patterns, but Environment Minister T.R. Baalu said at the Johannesburg Earth Summit he was skeptical of the "Asian brown haze" identified in a UN report. 
The United Nations Environment Program report said a three-km (two-mile) thick cloud of ash, acids and other particles over south Asia threatened the lives of millions and could have an impact much further afield. It could bring drought and flooding as rainfall patterns altered, it said.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=9/14/02&Cat=7&Num=1



UNEP and the Executive Director in the news


� HYPERLINK  \l "Enviros" ��Greenwire - enviros gear up  …  meeting�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Campaign" ��China Daily  - clean-up campaign awaits volunteers� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Future" ��The Journal -  Future of the world lies in our hands� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sahel" ��AFP - Sahel countries starting to win back the desert …


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Earth" ��Reuters -  Earth to warm even if greenhouse gas cut - US study�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Incredible" ��Sydney Morning Herald - The incredible shrinking ozone hole 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "couche" ��LE MONDE - Le couche d'ozone bénéficie�


� HYPERLINK  \l "layer" ��SAPA - Ozone layer remains at risk 
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