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Other Environment-related News

· BBC – Dozens die in Haiti storm floods
· BBC - Natural disasters 'on the rise' 
· ENS - NAFTA Commission Asked to Investigate U.S. Mercury Emissions
· Environnement - Quatrième congrès mondial de l'Eau



Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROWA




Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   17 September 2004

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  17 September 2004



Channelnewsasia

More toxic materials set to join global trade watch list 

GENEVA: Up to 15 hazardous substances are expected to be added to a "watch list" regulating international trade in toxic industrial products and pesticides, the UN's environmental agency said. 

The inclusion of the substances, including tetraethyl lead, an additive used in some petrol, and several types of asbestos, will be up for discussion at a high-level international conference in Geneva starting Monday. 

The five-day conference on the Rotterdam Convention, which entered into force in February 2004, is expected to bring together ministers and officials from the 74 countries involved in the treaty, as well as 50 more as observers. 

"The Rotterdam Convention provides the first line of defence for human health and the environment against the potential dangers of hazardous chemicals and pesticides," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 

Under the treaty, any exports of the 22 pesticides and five chemicals currently on the list must be approved by the importing country. 

It also imposes an international alert system for transfers of the hazardous materials. 

The binding system helps alert countries, especially in the developing world, to potential hazards and allows them to enforce any import bans or restrictions. 

The inclusion of one of the 15 candidate substances, chrysotile asbestos, used mainly for construction materials in developing countries, is likely to face opposition from two of its biggest producers, Canada and Russia, officials said. 

Asbestos fibres are known to cause types of lung cancer and have been banned from buildings in many European countries. 

The hazardous trade labelling for the other proposed asbestos types, chemicals and pesticides were not expected to be opposed. 

Experts predicted that the watch list would expand further now that the Convention has come into force. 

"We might envision about 100 chemicals and pesticides in a few years," said James Willis, UNEP's executive secretary of the Convention. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Europa World

UN Redoubles Efforts To Protect World's Cancer-Preventing Ozone Layer 
As part of the global effort to repair the ozone layer which filters out ultraviolet solar rays that cause skin cancer and other ills, the United Nations environmental agency this week called on world governments to monitor an ozone-damaging chemical still being used to kill pests on several important commodity crops. 
Methyl bromide, a major ozone-depleting substance, is being phased out for some key agricultural purposes, such as fumigation of soils and pest control on farms, under an international agreement called the Montreal Protocol. But pest-control uses involving exports of commodity crops such as rice, maize, nuts, and animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets are exempted. 
In a message marking International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, Secretary-General Kofi Annan noted that 17 years after the signing of the Protocol, more than 90 per cent of ozone-depleting substances had been phased out. But while congratulating parties to the protocol for this remarkable success, he asked them to overcome some of the remaining challenges in this area. 
UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, too, noted the progress made but also the challenges lying ahead. "Efforts to repair the ozone layer have been one of the great environmental success stories," he said. 
"Scientists estimate that, by the middle of the century and as a result of the phasing-out of numerous ozone-damaging chemicals, the ozone layer will be repaired. But this is far from guaranteed," he added, calling on governments to re-double efforts to assess the quantities of methyl bromide being used on commodity export crops so as to fill in "significant knowledge gaps" on worldwide use. 
He also cautioned that while, under the Montreal Protocol, developed countries are required to end use of methyl bromide on farms by the end of this year, Australian, European and North American governments are seeking so-called "Critical Use Exemptions" beyond the 2005 deadline on grounds that alternatives may be less effective and more expensive. 
Mr. Toepfer said the quantities used on farms was well understood and "I hope we are now on a trajectory where its controlled uses are set to diminish." But he warned that the precise levels being used for quarantine and pre-shipment purposes to kill insects like long-horned and bark beetles, wood boring wasps, moths and other pests remains uncertain. 
As part of UNEP's overall efforts to protect the 20-mile high ozone layer, the agency today released a new animated awareness video, "Ozzy Ozone," in which the main character, an ozone molecule, takes viewers on a voyage of discovery to find out exactly what is attacking the layer. It explains how children can protect themselves from the harmful effects of ultraviolet radiation caused by ozone depletion. More than 56 Governments are broadcasting the video on their national television channels, reaching millions of viewers worldwide. 


Hindustan Times

UN seeks limits on pesticide harming ozone layer
Oslo
Reuters, September 17
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The world should crack down further on the use of the pesticide methyl bromide which is damaging the ozone layer, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said on Thursday.

UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer said in a statement that there were "significant knowledge gaps" on the worldwide usage of methyl bromide, which is meant to be phased out in farming under a UN pact to help repair the ozone layer.

It urged nations to "redouble efforts to assess the quantities being used to kill pests on shipments of rice, maize, nuts and other big commodity export crops."

The ozone layer is a 20 mile high shield filtering harmful levels of the sun's ultraviolet rays. A number of chemicals, such as refrigerants and aerosols, have been phased out under the 1987 Montreal protocol.

But UNEP said there were lingering loopholes for methyl bromide, which kills everything from beetles to moths, with some experts estimating that a fifth of worldwide usage was excluded from controls.

"Pest-control purposes, involving exports of commodity crops, animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets, are exempted from the international phase out," UNEP said in a statement. Even so, Toepfer said that "efforts to repair the ozone layer have been one of the great environmental success stories."

"Scientists estimate that, by the middle of the century and as a result of the phasing out on numerous ozone damaging chemicals, the ozone layer will be repaired. But this is far from guaranteed," he said.

Under the Montreal protocol, developed countries are due to end use of methyl bromide on farms by the end of 2005.
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The International Herald Tribune
September 18, 2004 Saturday

 Keeping agricultural chemicals safe ;Old problem, new solutions

BYLINE: Klaus Topfer And Jacques Diouf

SOURCE: International Herald Tribune

DATELINE: GENEVA

BODY:
In recent years, public attention has focused on important 21st-century environmental challenges like climate change and genetically modified organisms, known as GMOs. But hazardous chemicals and pesticides, which helped to trigger the modern environmental movement in the 1960s, are still today a major source of concern. Decades after Rachel Carson's "Silent Spring" first brought them to public attention, DDT, mercury, lead and other dangerous substances continue to threaten human health and the environment.

Consider:

*

Although leaded gasoline has been phased out in the industrialized world, it is still sold in dozens of developing countries. Over 70 percent of the lead in gasoline enters the environment immediately after combustion. Lead poisoning particularly affects children, causing anorexia, impaired kidney function, heart damage, mental retardation, convulsion, coma and death. 

*

Pesticides continue to kill and maim thousands of farmworkers, children and other vulnerable groups around the world. In many developing countries, local conditions and technologies make it difficult for workers to adopt the necessary safeguards. Meanwhile, thousands of tons of unwanted pesticide stockpiles litter the landscape in Africa and elsewhere, creating additional exposure risks.

*

Low levels of DDT, PCBs and other persistent organic pollutants (known as POPs) permeate the global environment, traveling thousands of kilometers from their point of release and accumulating in both humans and wildlife. Many POPs persist for years; in the meantime they are causing unknown numbers of cancer cases, birth defects and other severe health problems.

*

Mercury and other heavy metals are also found throughout the natural environment. Pregnant women and infants are particularly vulnerable to mercury's health effects. For most people the main risk is eating mercury-contaminated food, fish in particular.

Thanks to years of experience and investment, wealthy countries have made great strides in reducing -- although not in eliminating -- such chemical risks. Tragically this is not the case in the developing world, where governments do not always have the financial and technical capacity to protect their citizens.

The challenges posed by hazardous chemicals can only grow as new chemical products -- some 1,500 of them every year -- join the more than 70,000 chemicals already available on world markets. Over the next 15 years, the global production of chemicals is set to increase by an estimated 85 percent, and production facilities will increasingly move to poorer, more vulnerable countries.

Fortunately, chemical-related risks are now getting the attention they deserve at the international level. Agreement has been reached on new treaties and programs (like the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, and the Stockholm Convention on POPs) and on the global target of using and producing chemicals "in ways that lead to a minimization of significant adverse effect on human health and the environment" by 2020.

The next major step in the global campaign to tackle chemical threats will be the first ministerial conference on the Rotterdam Convention, to be held in Geneva Sept. 20-24. The Rotterdam Convention establishes a "first line of defense" against chemical hazards by requiring exporters to seek the approval of importing countries before shipping chemicals or pesticides on an agreed list. This will allow developing countries to ensure that only those chemicals that can contribute to sustainable development without endangering human health or the environment can enter the country.

Agricultural chemicals will still play a role in meeting increased future demand for food production. Safer and less toxic chemicals are already being developed. Pesticides, however, are only one tool for plant protection. Farmers are also encouraged to apply Integrated Pest Management practices and biological control measures.

The current massive upsurge of locusts in West Africa shows that pesticides are still needed for emergency- control activities to prevent crop losses. All efforts are being made to reduce the effects on people and the environment. The search for nonchemical locust control has proved promising but needs to be developed further for wide-scale use.

Much more needs to be done to allow humanity to reap the many benefits that chemicals and pesticides provide without burdening present and future generations with unwanted dangers. The good news is that the world's governments are clearly committed to working together through the United Nations system to ensure that hazardous chemicals and pesticides will one day deserve to be taken off the global agenda.

*

Klaus Topfer is executive director of the United Nations' Environment Program; Jacques Diouf is director general of its Food and Agriculture Organization.

[Not to be reproduced without the permission of the author.]
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Xinhuanet

UN agencies add 15 hazardous chemicals to trade "watch list"
    GENEVA, Sept. 16 (Xinhuanet) -- Up to 15 hazardous chemicals and pesticides will be added to trade "watch list" of Rotterdam Convention, the United Nations agencies said here Thursday. 

    The UN Environment Program (UNEP) and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said here Thursday in a joint press release that the first ministerial conference of Rotterdam Convention is to be held here from Sept. 20-24. 

    A main task of the meeting is to take decisions on whether to add up to 15 new chemicals and pesticides to the list of substances subject to the Prior Informed Consent procedure. 

    The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, approved by the United Nations in 1998, came into effect in February this year. 

    According to the convention, any trade in an initial list of 22 pesticides and five industrial chemicals must first be agreed by the importing country. 

    Such a procedure provides developing countries with an additional tool for managing hazardous chemicals and pesticides more effectively. 

    It permits them to prevent shipments of certain hazardous chemicals from entering their territory unless they have explicitly agreed to their import. 

    "The Rotterdam Convention will provide a first line of defense for human health and the environment against the potential dangers of hazardous chemicals and pesticides," said Klaus Topfer, executive director of UNEP.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Observer

Fight to the last resort as Alpine crisis looms 

Sunday September 19, 2004
The Observer 

For generations, Europe's premier winter playground, a region of mighty peaks and stunning scenery, has been visited by millions every year. But, with climate change taking a grip on the continent, the Alps are set to become a battleground between developers and conservationists. 
On one side, businessmen are preparing to build a new generation of ski resorts among the highest peaks and glaciers. They say global warming poses such a threat that they can only save the sport by going upwards. Their plans include resorts in France and Austria at above 3,350 metres (11,000ft). 

On the other side stand the green activists, infuriated by what they see as an assault on the Alps' last natural, pristine habitats. They have pledged to fight the developers to the last. 

'The skiing industry has become the cancer of the Alps,' said Aurelian Daodrey, of French ecology campaigners Mountain Wilderness. 'We have got to start regulating and controlling these things. This is our last chance.' 

The battle promises to be bitter, although both sides do agree about the cause - global warming. With soaring levels of carbon dioxide and other industrial gases causing atmospheric temperatures to rise, developers and tourism bosses are under growing pressure. 

Many of the Alps' most popular resorts lie at relatively low levels - Kitzbuhel in Austria at 760m, Gstaad in Switzerland at 1,050m; and Morzine and Megève in France at 1,000 and 1,100m - and are in danger of running out of snow as the world warms up. 

Although the Alps enjoyed excellent snow last year, meteorologists say climate change is destined to take its toll. In a recent report, the United Nations Environmental Programme said that in three decades the snowline in the Alps will rise by 300m. Resorts in some areas of France, Austria and Switzerland will simply dry up. Other areas will suffer avalanches, landslips and floods triggered by snow melts higher up mountainsides. A half of all resorts in Europe may have to close within the next 50 years, it concluded. This year one resort in Scotland - Glencoe - was only saved from closure at the last minute. 

'I get many calls from people asking my advice about buying ski chalets,' said Peter Hardy, editor of the Good Skiing and Snowboarding Guide. 'My answer is always the same; don't get one that is in a low-lying resort. In a few years, you will end up staring at grassy fields instead of pure white pistes.' 

This prospect is now causing serious alarm among Alpine nations, which fear they could lose billions in income. Millions visit the Alps in winter and hundreds of thousands depend on the sport for their livelihood. Without skiing, Austria could lose 5 per cent of its gross national product, for example. The other leading ski nations - France and Italy - are equally vulnerable, while the UN report 'Climate Change and Winter Sports' estimates Switzerland's losses could reach £1 billion a year. 

Politicians throughout the Alps are now being pressed by business to relax environmental regulations that might block new developments. This applies in particular to the higher, colder, parts of the Alps. Earlier this year, the local government of the Tyrol - one of the most threatened regions - lifted bans on construction of ski lifts in high regions and on glaciers, even in part of a protected landscape linked to other countries. 

Developers are preparing to exploit this relaxation with two major projects. One, at Kaunertal, would open up the Gepatsch, the second largest glacier in the eastern Alps, and allow tourists to ski at more than 3,500m. The second, at Mittelbergferner, would include building cable cars and new pistes at Fernerkogel, and new lifts and runs that would join Pitztal and Otztal. Again, very high, previously undeveloped land would be opened up for tourism. 

The prospect of these developments gaining approval appals environmental groups. 'Driving skiers higher and higher is the worst strategy if you want ecologically sound winter tourism,' Peter Hasslacher, a development planner for the Austrian Alpine Club, told the science journal Nature . 

'It is just the wrong way to tackle this issue,' said Michel Revaz, of the International Commission for the Protection of the Alps (Cipra), an umbrella conservation group whose members include the WWF, green groups and climbing organisations such as the Austrian Alpine Club. 'These glaciers are the last pure places in the Alps. They are bodies of pristine solid water and should not be polluted with fuel, and oil, and debris.' 

Cipra officials say that moving up a mountain to avoid the inexorable rise of the Alpine snowline shows a lack of imagination. They also warn that plans to link existing resorts - by extending pistes and lifts so holidaymakers can ski from resort to resort - are increasing pressure on the environment. For example, the Espace Cristal that links several resorts in France is being expanded to include places such as Megève and has aroused the fury of groups like Mountain Wilderness. 

Conservationists want other forms of tourism - such as hiking, sledding and climbing - to be promoted in existing resorts, an idea that generates little favour. 'It may sound a good idea,' said Chris Gill, editor of the Where to Ski and Snowboard Guide. 'But it will not satisfy the millions of people who come to the Alps every winter for one thing - to ski downhill as fast as they can.' 

For this reason, projects for the construction of higher and higher resorts continue to be promoted. 'Intrawest, the construction company, refused to consider anything other than a very high-level resort, in this case, Les Arcs 1950,' said Hardy. 'It no longer makes commercial sense to invest millions in building a resort in the French Alps at any lower level.' 

High points
The Alps cover more than 80,000 square miles and form part of France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Only Switzerland and Austria can be considered true Alpine nations, however. 

The mountain range is 750 miles long and more than 125 miles wide at its broadest point - between Garmisch-Partenkirchen in Germany and Verona in Italy. 

The Alps are the source of most of Europe's major rivers, including the Rhône, Rhine, Po, and numerous tributaries of the Danube. As a result, waters from the Alps ultimately reach the North, Mediterranean, Adriatic and Black Seas. 

Apart from tropical conditions, most of the other climates on Earth can be found somewhere in the Alps. 

Because of their proximity to so many European capitals, the Alps are the most threatened mountain system in the world.

· Source: Encyclopaedia Britannica 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Chemical treaty to extend scope 
A week-long international conference on regulating hazardous chemicals gets under way in Geneva on Monday. 
Delegates from more than 100 countries will meet to discuss extensions to the Rotterdam Convention, which came into force earlier this year. 

The convention aims to make sure that countries importing, manufacturing or using dangerous chemicals are fully aware of the risks of handling them. 

It currently covers 22 pesticides and five industrial substances. 

The Rotterdam treaty grew out of discussions that began in the 1980s. 

There was concern that some importing countries, many of them developing nations, did not have the expertise to handle many of the most dangerous synthetic compounds. 

Some pesticides that have been banned or whose use has been severely restricted in industrialised countries are still marketed and used in developing countries. 

In a number of cases, stockpiles have been amassed which have been leaching into the environment. 

These include persistent organic pollutants (POPs), highly toxic compounds that remain in the environment for long periods of time, travelling thousands of km from their point of release and building up in the tissues of animals and people. 

Governments first established the prior informed consent procedure (Pic) which required the exporters of a list of hazardous substances to obtain the prior informed consent of the importer before proceeding with trade. 

The Rotterdam Convention has built on this work and the Swiss meeting marks the first gathering of the signatories since the treaty came into force in February. 

The "conference of the parties" will focus on which additional substances should be covered; there is a list of 15 up for discussion, including several forms of asbestos, petrol additives containing lead, and more pesticides. 

The convention is administered by two United Nations agencies: the Environment Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organisation. 

The FAO says that as the current locust swarms in north Africa demonstrate, pesticides are still needed in agriculture. 

What treaties like this can do, it says, is make sure that people using them know the hazards and are able to protect themselves. 

Corvallis Gazette-Times

Intense hurricane season prompts questions
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By George Taylor
	

	


A lady I worked with said to me last week, "George, we're getting an awful lot of hurricanes. Is that because of global warming?" Here's my answer to her, and to you:

Recently a letter was sent to Sen. John McCain by 10 scientists, including four state climatologists. McCain's Senate Commerce Committee met this week to discuss climate change. 

The major emphasis of the letter was whether hurricane frequency and intensity have increased in recent years, and what is likely to happen in the future. The letter included these statements:

"As climate researchers, we wish to point out two misconceptions carried in media reports when it comes to assessing hurricanes and their relation to climate change. First is the erroneous claim that hurricane intensity or frequency has risen significantly in recent decades in response to the warming trend seen in surface temperature. Second is the claim that a future surface warming trend would lead to more frequent and stronger storms. We believe that both of these are demonstrably false.

"First, the recent surface warming trend observed over the last few decades is unaccompanied by an increased frequency of hurricanes. The National Hurricane Center reports that in the last century, the decade with the largest number of hurricane strikes in the U.S. was the 1940s, with a decline since that time. For the North Atlantic as a whole, according to the United Nations Environment Programme of the World Meteorological Organization, ‘Reliable data … since the 1940s indicate that the peak strength of the strongest hurricanes has not changed, and the mean maximum intensity of all hurricanes has decreased.' Recent history tells us that hurricanes are not becoming more frequent.

"Regarding the mid-latitudes, no drastic increase in storminess is seen. While several scientists have identified a slight increase in heavy precipitation events in the U.S., in other severe storm categories, the trends are slightly downward. These include thunderstorms, hail events, tornadoes, and winter storm activity. According to meteorological measurements, extreme weather is not increasing.

"The second claim in news stories involves the question: if surface warming trends continue, are more or fewer severe storms likely?

"Computer simulations suggest that in a warmer world most of the warming would occur in the polar regions. Atmospheric circulation, which crucially affects storms, is driven primarily by the temperature difference, or gradient, between the tropics and the poles. Warmer polar regions would reduce this gradient and thus lessen the overall intensity or frequency or both of storms n not just tropical storms but mid-latitude winter storms as well (such as blizzards and northeasters).

"Again, longer periods of history bear this out. In the past, warmer periods have seen a decline in the number and severity of storms. This is well-documented in scientific journals for data extending back centuries or even millennia. If the surface temperature of the planet rises further in the future, it is likely that these declines will continue.

"Even the IPCC agrees that the data indicate considerable variability, but without a significant trend: ‘Changes globally in tropical and extra-tropical storm intensity and frequency are dominated by inter-decadal to multi-decadal variations, with no significant trends evident over the 20th century. Conflicting analyses make it difficult to draw definitive conclusions about changes in storm activity, especially in the extra-tropics.' (Climate Change 2001: The Scientific Basis, p. 5)"

I spoke to another of my colleagues about this, and he seemed skeptical about the claim that hurricanes affecting the United States had become less numerous. So here are the numbers, straight from the National Hurricane Center, by decade of landfalling U.S. hurricanes:

Decade All hurricanes Strong hurricanes*

1900-1909 16 6

1910-1919 19 8

1920-1929 15 5

1930-1939 17 8

1940-1949 23 8

1950-1959 18 9

1960-1969 15 6

1970-1979 12 4

1980-1989 16 6

1990-1999 14 5

* Saffir-Simpson Categories 3 through 5

George Taylor is state climatologist for Oregon and a faculty member at Oregon State University's College of Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences. Send your weather-related questions to him at: Oregon Climate Service 316 Strand Ag Hall, OSU, Corvallis, OR 97331; or call 541-737-5705; fax 541-737-5710; e-mail taylor@coas.oregonstate.edu; or see www.ocs.orst.edu.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Dozens die in Haiti storm floods 
More than 50 people in Haiti have died as a result of floods in the wake of tropical storm Jeanne, which swept through the Caribbean in recent days. 
Several people are also reported missing after torrential rains fell on the north-west of the country. 

UN peacekeepers, who came to Haiti following a coup in February, have been deployed to help survivors. 

Jeanne had earlier caused extensive flooding and a number of deaths in the neighbouring Dominican Republic. 

Two days of steady rain sent torrents down the mountains of northern Haiti, causing a river to burst its banks, officials said. 

Flooding hit the coastal town of Gonaives and surrounding areas, covering crops. 

	
	2004 has been a terrible year 
Haiti PM Gerard Latortue 



A UN official in Haiti said there were 50 confirmed deaths - but the numbers could rise. 

"We don't know how many dead there are," Prime Minister Gerard Latortue said. 

"2004 has been a terrible year," he added. 

The disaster came four months after floods killed more than 3,000 people in the border area between Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 

At its strongest, Jeanne killed at least eight people in the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. 

In the Bahamas the government in Sunday called off all warnings as Jeanne took a north-westerly turn out into the sea. 

The storm followed in the wake of Hurricane Ivan, which killed more than 100 people and caused widespread damage in the Caribbean and the southern US states last week. 

BBC

Natural disasters 'on the rise' 
More and more people are being caught up in a growing number of natural disasters, a UN agency said on Friday. 
The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction said the increase in numbers vulnerable to natural shocks was due partly to global warming. 

It said 254 million people were affected by natural hazards last year - nearly three times as many as in 1990. 

The assessment comes as the Caribbean and the US are being hit by a series of devastating hurricanes. 

Drawn to danger zones 
Events including earthquakes and volcanoes, floods and droughts, storms, fires and landslides killed about 83,000 people in 2003, up from about 53,000 deaths 13 years earlier, the ISDR said. 

	
	DEADLIER PLANET 

Deaths from natural disasters: 83,000 in 2003; 53,000 in 1990 

Natural disasters: 337 in 2003; 261 in 1990 

Risk factors: city growth, climate change, environmental degradation 


Releasing its statistics jointly with the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (Cred) at the University of Louvain in Belgium, it said there was a consistent trend over the last decade of an increasing number of people affected by disasters. 

There were 337 natural disasters reported in 2003, up from 261 in 1990. 

"Not only is the world globally facing more potential disasters but increasing numbers of people are becoming vulnerable to hazards," the ISDR said. 

The problems, it said, are exacerbated because more and more people are living in concentrated urban areas and in slums with poor building standards and a lack of facilities. 

ISDR director Salvano Briceno added that urban migrants tended to settle on exposed stretches of land either on seismic faults, flooding plains or on landslide-prone slopes. 

"The urban concentration, the effects of climate change and the environmental degradation are greatly increasing vulnerability," he said. 

"Alarmingly, this is getting worse." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

NAFTA Commission Asked to Investigate U.S. Mercury Emissions 
MONTREAL, Quebec, Canada, September 17, 2004 (ENS) - A coalition of American and Canadian environmental groups is using the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to force the United States to reduce its emissions of mercury from coal burning power plants. 

The coalition filed a formal complaint with NAFTA's environmental commission on Thursday demanding an investigation into the increase in mercury contamination of U.S. lakes and rivers. 

NAFTA's Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC) is responsible for investigating and reporting on countries that fail to enforce their own environmental laws. The CEC Secretariat, based in Montreal, must now determine if the United States will be asked to respond to the allegations and whether an international investigation is warranted. 

The Waterkeeper Alliance and Canada's Sierra Legal Defence Fund, which represent the coalition, allege that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is failing to effectively enforce provisions of the U.S. Clean Water Act against coal-fired power plants, "degrading water bodies and leading to widespread fish consumption restrictions." 
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Coal-fired power plants like this one emit mercury into the air. (Photo by Phillip Redman courtesy USGS)
U.S. coal burning power plants are the largest source of mercury emissions in North America, emitting 43 metric tons each year. Canada emits just 2.5 metric tons. 

The Canadians object that they are downwind of the U.S. coal burning facilities. The province of Ontario is next door to Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Illinois, which all rely heavily on coal-fired power, and the prevailing winds carry contaminants into Canada from seven of the 12 worst mercury emitters - power plants in the Ohio Valley. 

"We are more exposed to U.S. pollution than many Americans," said Albert Koehl, staff lawyer with Sierra Legal Defence Fund in Toronto. 

“U.S. coal plants are using our waters as toxic waste dumps,” said Robert Kennedy, Jr., president of the Waterkeeper Alliance. 

“The Bush administration’s refusal to enforce the Clean Water Act gives these companies an unfair advantage over their law abiding competitors, our international trade partners under NAFTA," Kennedy said. "We are asking this NAFTA Commission to take action to stop a corporate handout and to protect the health of children in the U.S. and Canada.” 

“Public utilities are increasing their profits at the expense of world health,” said Scott Edwards, Waterkeeper Alliance Legal Director. “The international health crisis caused by lax enforcement of mercury emissions is the very type of practice the CEC was created to address.” 

The coalition maintains that mercury is contaminating an increasing number of fish. In the past decade, the number of U.S. states issuing warnings against eating fish because of mercury poisoning jumped from 27 to 45. 

Over the same period, the number of mercury related fish consumption advisories issued for particular waterbodies more than doubled. One-third of all U.S. lakes and hundreds of thousands of river miles are affected by these advisories today. 

Trout caught in the Great Lakes which are bordered by the United States in the south and Canada to the north. Great Lakes fish are increasingly contaminated. (Photo courtesy U.S. EPA)
Mercury released by power plants lands in lakes, rivers, and coastal waters where it is converted to methylmercury, its most toxic form. It is a toxic, persistant pollutant that accumulates in the food chain and builds up in fish and animal tissues. People are exposed to mercury primarily by eating fish. 

"Mercury, in massive amounts, goes up into the air from U.S. coal-fired power plants. Gravity brings that mercury back down, much of it in our treasured lakes and streams, said Koehl. "We don't expect U.S. EPA to interfere with the laws of gravity but we do expect them to enforce the laws that protect our shared water resources from contamination." 

The nervous system is very sensitive to all forms of mercury, according to the U.S. government's Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, a branch of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). Methylmercury and metallic mercury vapors are more harmful than other forms, because more mercury in these forms reaches the brain, the agency says. 

"Exposure to high levels of metallic, inorganic, or organic mercury can permanently damage the brain, kidneys, and developing fetus. Effects on brain functioning may result in irritability, shyness, tremors, changes in vision or hearing, and memory problems." 

Earlier this year the CDC issued a finding that one in 12 U.S. women of childbearing age has blood mercury levels at or in excess of what is considered safe by the EPA. 

In the province of Ontario, 98 percent of all fish consumption restrictions for inland lakes are due to mercury contamination. It is estimated that 38 percent of mercury deposition in the Canadian portion of the Great Lakes originates from U.S. sources. Most of the rest is from international sources, the Canadians say. 

Signatories to the petition include the Centre for Environmentally Sustainable Development, Earthroots, Friends of the Earth Canada and Friends of the Earth U.S., Great Lakes United / Union Saint-Laurent, Grands Lacs, Pollution Probe, the Sierra Club in the U.S. and in Canada, and the Waterkeeper Alliance. 

The Commission for Environmental Cooperation is showing an interest in the issue of transboundary mercury pollution. A CEC report on industrial pollution issued in June says that 64 percent (43,384 kg) of mercury air emissions in North America came from coal-fired power plants in 2001. The CEC published an article on mercury pollution in the Summer 2004 issue of its newsletter "Trio." 

American Electric Power Company's coal burning power plant in Conesville, Ohio, released 413 kilograms of mercury into the air in 2001. It ranked 11th in North America. (Photo courtesy CEC)
The environmental groups are opposed to the U.S. EPA's new direction for dealing with mercury emissions, espoused by the Bush administration. On December 15, 2003, the EPA signed the Utility Mercury Reductions proposal would cut mercury emissions by nearly 70 percent when fully implemented, but environmentalists point out that will not happen until 2018. 

If the Clean Air Act were enforced instead, they say, the mercury would disappear from the environment at least a decade before that. 

The EPA proposed two alternatives for controlling mercury. One approach would require power plants to install controls known as maximum achievable control technology under the Clean Air Act. If implemented, this proposal would reduce nationwide mercury by 14 tons or about 30 percent by early 2008, says EPA Administrator Mike Leavitt. 

A second approach proposed by EPA would create a market-based "cap and trade" program that, if implemented, would reduce nationwide utility emissions of mercury in two phases. When fully implemented mercury emissions would be reduced by 33 tons, nearly 70 percent.
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Quatrième congrès mondial de l'Eau

Denrée vitale pour la continuité de l'humanité, l'eau n'est pas le bien le mieux partagé, ni le plus respecté. L'association internationale de l'Eau (IWA) organise une semaine de réflexion, et réunit quelque 2 300 congressistes, tous professionnels de l'eau, venus d'une centaine de pays.

Après Paris, Melbourne et Berlin, et devant des candidatures de poids présentées par de grandes villes comme Yokohama (Japon), Bali (Indonésie) et Kuala Lumpur (Malaisie), c'est Marrakech qui a été choisie pour être durant une semaine la capitale mondiale de l'eau. Le 4ème congrès mondial de l'Eau, dont le budget s'élève à 15 millions de DH, siège à partir de samedi 18 septembre 2004 au Palais des Congrès de la ville marocaine, organisé par l'IWA, et placé sous le haut patronage de Sa Majesté le Roi Mohammed VI, en collaboration avec l'association marocaine de l'Eau  potable et l'Assainissement (AMEPA). 

Chercheurs et dirigeants d'entreprises sont réunis pour réfléchir en commun sur des thèmes liés à la problématique de l'eau en Afrique du Nord et, d'une manière plus générale, dans les pays en voie de développement. Deux séances plénières, cinq cents séances techniques et quinze ateliers de travail sont prévus, ainsi que des réunions, des tables rondes et des séminaires, pour tenter de promouvoir le savoir-faire de chacun, échanger les expériences, et initier des contacts privilégiés, aussi bien avec des personnalités clefs du secteur de l'eau qu'avec des organisations publiques.

L'IWA est un réseau international de professionnels et de spécialistes de l'assainissement de l'eau qui compte 13 000 adhérents, et qui représente une centaine de pays dans le monde. Cette association est née en 1999, de la fusion de deux grandes associations internationales, spécialisées dans le domaine de l'eau : l'IWSA, et l'IWQA.

Ali Fassi Fihri, président du congrès, de l'AMEPA, et directeur général de l' ONEP (office national d'eau potable), souligne: «Il s'agit de la plus importante manifestation sur l'eau en 2004. C'est la première fois que ce congrès est organisé dans un pays en développement, et sur le sol africain». Si la notoriété de Marrakech a beaucoup compté dans le choix du Maroc pour le siège de ce congrès, les efforts particuliers fournis dans le domaine par le royaume aussi puisque, selon Ali Fassi Fihri, d'ici fin 2007, toutes les villes seront approvisionnées en eau potable ainsi que le monde rural:  90% des Marocains devraient disposer d'eau potable dans leurs foyers. «Concernant l'assainissement liquide, explique le directeur général de l'ONEP, beaucoup de réformes sont faites et des chantiers sont ouverts, mais le Maroc accuse encore un grand retard dans ses projets», mais ce pays d'Afrique du Nord n'est pas le seul à accuser ce retard.

Sciences, réflexion et solidarité 

Les huit thèmes principalement traités seront: exploitation des systèmes relatifs à l'eau potable et aux eaux usées; innovation dans les processus de traitement des eaux usées; innovation dans les systèmes d'approvisionnement en eau : utilisation, recyclage et efficacité ; innovation dans le traitement de l'eau portable ; ressources hydriques intégrées et gestion des bassins versants ; gestion stratégique des infrastructures ; gestion de l'entreprise ; eau et santé. Mais d'autres thèmes, spécifiques aux pays africains et aux pays du Moyen-Orient et Afrique du Nord, seront également abordés. Par ailleurs, parallèlement aux travaux scientifiques, l'enceinte du Palais des congrès offre une surface de 2 000 mètres carrés pour l'exposition de matériels et de services.

Le problème de l'accès à l'eau et de son partage sur l'ensemble de la planète est un problème majeur. «La guerre de l'eau aura-t-elle lieu», titrait récemment un quotidien national. Des statistiques fournies par le Programme des Nations unies pour l'environnement (UNEP) démontrent qu'un foyer de pays développés consomme, en moyenne, 10 fois plus d'eau douce qu'un foyer de pays en développement, au moment où 80 pays qui représentent à l'heure actuelle 40 % de la population mondiale, connaissent de graves pénuries d'eau. Or, à cet égard, certains experts onusiens estiment que si l'eau soulève un grand problème, ce n'est pas parce que la planète dans sa globalité en manque, mais parce que cette richesse est mal répartie: souvent surconsommée par certains, elle demeure inaccessible pour d'autres, voire même mal utilisée et de plus en plus polluée. Bref, il est urgent de réfléchir ensemble, de partager des savoir-faire, et d'adopter une attitude responsable face à la consommation d'une matière première de plus en plus précieuse.

La prochaine édition du Congrès international de l'Eau aura lieu à Pékin, en Chine. Dominique Raizon Article publié le 18/09/2004 Dernière mise à jour le 19/09/2004 à 10:32 (heure de Paris)
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UN or UNEP in the news

More toxic materials set to join global trade watch list
Channel News Asia, Singapore, September 19, 2004 - GENEVA: Up to 15 hazardous substances are expected to be added to a "watch list" regulating international trade in toxic industrial products and pesticides, the UN's environmental agency said.
… "The Rotterdam Convention provides the first line of defence for human health and the environment against the potential dangers of hazardous chemicals and pesticides," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_world/view/107392/1/.html 

More than 50,000 devote day to cleaning up Taiwan mess
China Post, Taiwan, September 19, 2004 - More than 50,000 people, including many from 222 organizations, participated in the annual "Clean Up the World" campaign yesterday at 656 nationwide locations in an effort to clean up Taiwan.
http://www.chinapost.com.tw/taiwan/detail.asp?ID=52555&GRP=B 

More toxic materials set to join global trade watch list
Bernama (Malaysia) - http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/v3/news.php?id=93462 
UN seeks limits on pesticide harming ozone layer
Deepika, India, OSLO, Sept 17 (Reuters) The world should crack down further on the use of the pesticide methyl bromide which is damaging the ozone layer, the U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) said.
UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer said in a statement that there were ''significant knowledge gaps'' on the worldwide usage of methyl bromide, which is meant to be phased out in farming under a U.N. 
http://www.deepikaglobal.com/latestnews.asp?ncode=20217 

UN seeks limits on pesticide harming ozone layer 
Hindustan Times, India - Sep 17, 2004 - Oslo, Reuters 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/181_1010733,00040003.htm 

Loren wins Indian environmental award
Manila Bulletin, Philippines, Sept 17, 2004 - Former senator Loren Legarda will be conferred the prestigious Global Award in the Field of the Environment by the Priyadarshni Academy of India during its 20th anniversary celebration at the Hotel Oberoi Towers in Mumbai, India on Sept. 19.
Listed in 2001 in the Global 500 Honor Roll of the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), Legarda was recognized by the Indian organization for leading a successful environmental conservation program and helping craft Philippine conservation laws while serving as senator.
http://www.mb.com.ph/MAIN2004091718604.html 

General Environment News

Ivory trade expected to be hot Cites issue - Has Thailand done enough to allay critics? 
Bangkok Post, September 19, 2004 (By Ranjana Wangvipula) - Heated debate about Thailand's ivory trade controls are expected at the conference on wildlife and plant trade here even though foreign delegates won't see elephant products on sale during their stay, a wildlife advocate said. 
A survey in August by World Wildlife Fund Thailand (WWF) showed there was only one hotel that still sold ivory ornaments, down from 35 hotels in 2000. 
WWF director Robert Mather expects there to be no ivory sold at any hotel when the two-week Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) conference kicks off on Oct 2.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/190904_News/19Sep2004_news06.php 

Thai authorities seize large shipment of smuggled ivory
The Malaysia Star, Malaysia - Sep 17, 2004 - BANGKOK, Thailand: A shipment of smuggled ivory weighing 870 kilograms (1,920 pounds) has been intercepted on its way into Thailand from Singapore, officials said Friday. 
The ivory, worth an estimated US$97,000 (euro 79,000), was seized Thursday at Bangkok International Airport after arriving on a Thai Airways flight from Singapore, the Customs Department said. 
…The ivory seizure -- one of Thai authorities' biggest in years -- came just before Thailand hosts a meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or CITES, on Oct. 2-14. 
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2004/9/17/latest/18932Thaiautho&sec=latest 

Smuggled ivory seized at airport
The Nation (Thailand) Published on Sep 18, 2004  -  More than Bt4-million worth of smuggled ivory from Singapore was discovered at Bangkok International Airport, customs officials said yesterday.
http://nationmultimedia.com/page.arcview.php3?clid=3&id=106179&usrsess=1 
The official meeting to mark this year’s Ozone Day was held at South Thiladhummathi Kulhudhuffushi.
MaldivesInfo (press release), Maldives , 19 September 2004 - The official meeting to mark this year’s Ozone Day was held last night at South Thiladhummathi Kulhudhuffushi. The meeting was inaugurated by the Atoll Chief, Mr. Abdul Hameed Mohamed.
Participants of the workshop that was jointly organized by the Atoll Office and the Environment Research Unit, to mark this year’s Ozone Day, were awarded certificates during the meeting.
http://www.maldivesinfo.gov.mv/news.php?newsid=4001 
An ozone quiz competition held at south Thiladhummathi Kulhudhuffushi Island.
MaldivesInfo (press release), Maldives, September 17, 2004 - An ozone quiz competition was held last night at south Thiladhummathi Kulhudhuffushi Island as part of the activities scheduled at atoll level, to mark this year Ozone Day. 24 students from the four school houses participated in the competition that was organised at Jalaaluddheen School. A workshop was held in the island today on the ozone layer, its benefits to the living things and the various international agreements on its protection.
http://www.maldivesinfo.gov.mv/news.php?newsid=3984 


International Ozone Day celebrated
Indian Express - New Delhi, India - Parwanoo, September 17: NATIONAL Research & Technology Consortium (NRTC), Parwanoo, and HP State Council for Science Technology & Environment celebrated International Ozone Day.

http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=100063 
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ROWA Media Briefing

Bahrain

Workshop for media held

MORE than 50 of Bahrain's print, broadcast and online media professionals attended an interactive workshop entitled Media's Role in the Environment at the Gulf Hotel yesterday. 

The event, organised by the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife in conjunction with T&M Eventscom, is one of the many supporting events for the MTC Vodafone Treasure Hunt, being held on October 1.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=92032&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27183
Helping hand for 'campaigners'

A WORKSHOP on how to organise awareness campaigns gets underway at the Arabian Gulf University, in Salmaniya.

It has been organised by the desert and arid lands science programme and runs for three days.

The workshop is a joint effort between the university and the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

University professors Dr Anwar Shaikh Al Deen, Dr Asma Aba Hussain and Dr Waleed Zabari will lecture at the event, in which almost 30 officials from various ministries and societies are expected to take part.
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=91942&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=27182
UAE
Oil spills force water plant relocation

The Zulal drinking water plant under the Sharjah Electricity and Water Authority (Sewa) will shift from its current location near the Khalid Port to its new premises opposite the Sharjah Cement factory. 

The new premises, built at an estimated cost of Dh10 million, is  expected to be formally inaugurated soon.

“The main purpose of shifting to the new premises is to meet the increase in production every year. The new premises will be close to the wells on which we depend to procure our supply of drinking water rather than desalinating sea water,” Haji Al Hajiri, General Manager of the plant told Khaleej Times.

“As sea water is our main source, we are frequently suffering from oil spills and residues dumped by passing ships. Apart from the hazardous effect of the spills on the surrounding environment and on human health, we are forced to stop all our plants' operations for a few days every time such an incident occurs, until the spills are contained. This interruption of  production is inconvenient for both the plant and the customers,” Mr Al Hajiri explained.

Listing the main advantages of the new location and the new source of drinking water, he said: “I'm sure that in the new location, we will not face problems as we will not be hindered by oil spills. Besides, we will not have to add minerals and other materials we now add to the desalinated seawater to make it potable. Artesian water to be drawn from the wells contain minerals, which are natural components, so all we have to do is to adjust the exact proportion according to ISO standards. Apart from this, we will be quite far from the city so there will be less  pollution.”

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september410.xml
RAK sets up mobile stations to monitor environmental impact

The RAK Environment Protection and Industrial Development Commission (EPIDC) has installed four mobile stations to monitor the environmental impact of different industries manufacturing construction materials in the emirate. 

The stations are located at the RAK city, Al Birairat, Al Geer and Al Seeh to provide readings of the wind speed, temperature, rain, humidity, gas emissions and dust particles.

"The new facilities will help keep us updated about the air pollution so that they can be dealt with in the early stages," an EPIDC official told Khaleej Times on conditions of anonymity.

The stations are linked through a computerised network and telephone line with the main premises of the EPIDC and the federal environment protection authority in Abu Dhabi.

The construction materials industry is considered to be the main economic activity in the emirate and contributes around 9 per cent to the GNP. The emirate has 11 working crushers and 12 are under construction, besides four cement factories that are mainly located at the Khor Khiwair area.

In order to reduce the environmental impact of these industries, the EPIDC has directed them "to take several environment-friendly measures regarding achieving low-level dust," the official explained. That includes the use of bag houses instead of applying electrostatic filters, modern ventilation systems, use of covered belt conveyors instead of trucks and efficient water spraying systems for dust suppression, he added.

The EPIDC recently ordered the closure of two rock crushers at Wadi Asfeni, after they were found being operated without covering their production units, in stark violation of the rules laid down by the government body.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september406.xml
Clean-up Arabia a big success

This year’s Clean-up Arabia campaign organised by the Emirates Diving Association (EDA) held at the Le Meridian, Al Aqah Beach Resort in Dibba, was a roaring success with nearly 300 volunteers participating in the event. 

Around160 divers, both professional and recreational, dived to clean up the seas of any debris left behind by inconsiderate beach goers and coastal ships.

A sample of the items collected during the campaign ranged from car batteries, TV metallic frames, tyres and pieces of rope to glass bottles.

Laura Bates, marine biologist and the East Coast coordinator at the EDA, told Khaleej Times that the event was meant to raise further awareness about the dangers of littering and polluting marine ecosystems among residents here and to inculcate a sense of habit amongst them.

“The success of the day can only be measured when a considerable change is noticed in the people themselves. When they encourage their family members to pick up litter and realise the futility of certain habits such as carrying plastic bags for one or two items, we can then say that we have made a difference.”

The campaign began at eight in the morning with many of the volunteers cleaning up the beaches of any debris. Many of the volunteers present expressed their delight at viewing the wondrous beauty that lay beneath the waters.

“I saw some jellyfish and hordes of other kinds of marine life that I would normally only get to see in pictures. I think it’s a good idea to include the whole family in this event because if we all start taking collective responsibility for our actions, we can probably make that little difference required,” said Mohammed, a volunteer. 

The clean-up also saw divers from the Sharjah Police lending a helping hand with beach cleaners collecting a handful of debris from the sand.

“Plastic bottles have been mainly collected from the beaches along with a lot of plastic bags,” informed Miss Bates. 

The Clean-up Arabia campaign was held in conjunction with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) - Regional Office of West Africa, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, Clean-up the World and International Coastal Clean-up (ICC). The campaign has years of experience around the world coordinating groups, who come together for the good of the earth.

This is the ninth year that the UAE has participated in this event. According to the International Clean Up the Coast, the UAE’s participation in 2003 was very effective. More than 730 volunteers participated in the 2003 ICC in the country. Volunteers cleaned 39 miles of oceans and waterways, removing some 324 bags of debris and flotsam, weighing about 4,631 pounds. In addition to land-based clean-ups in the UAE, 185 divers removed 1,102.5 pounds of debris from the sea bed. The debris removed from the marine environment was found to be the result of shoreline and recreational activities such as picnics, festivals and regular days at the beach, and as much as 68 per cent of the debris was found in the UAE. Litter washed from streets, parking lots and storm water drainages also contributed to this category of pollution. Worldwide, shoreline and recreational activities accounted for 56 per cent of all the garbage collected. According to ICC data, the highest number of items found during the 2003 ICC consisted of packaging waste from consumable goods such as cigarettes, fast food, and beverages.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september385.xml
Jordan
Drinking water quality satisfactory — RSS experts

Water experts at the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) said they are satisfied with the quality of drinking water in the Kingdom. 

For 18 years the society has been running and co-funding a national water quality monitoring programme under the supervision of the Ministry of Environment. 

Acknowledging that there are “violations” with regard to other kinds of water, Wael Suleiman, head of the Water Quality Section at the RSS said, “in general, water quality in Jordan is very good.” He cited assessment studies conducted over years by the RSS team as a neutral party. 

On Thursday, the RSS held a scientific seminar on the project, designed to assess the activities conducted throughout the current year, which witnessed expansion in terms of the sites covered, number of tests carried out and subsequently the size of reports issued, according to Suleiman. 

Participants at the seminar, where Environment Ministry Secretary General Yousef Shuraiqi acted as patron, also discussed future plans for the project. 

Under the agreement with the ministry, which is renewed on a yearly basis, RSS experts conduct immediate analysis of water samples from various sites. They test drinking water in addition to surface and underground water, and treated wastewater. 

Speaking at the seminar, RSS Vice President Seyfeddin Muaz said the project “provides decision makers with accurate scientific and technical information so that they can take the necessary procedures to protect water resources and utilise them optimally,” noting that water is a very precious element in Jordan. 

In his address to the opening session of the symposium, Shuraiqi highlighted the fact that the issue of water quality is closely associated with the public health and life of citizens. He also noted that the Kingdom is one of the top ten thirstiest countries in the world, along with six other Arab countries. 

According to official statistics cited by Shuraiqi, per capita water share is 150 cubic metres annually for all purposes, while it is 92,000 cubic metres in other countries. 

Senior officials from the Environment Ministry, and representatives from the ministries of water, health and agriculture, in addition to the Higher Council for Science and Technology and the private sector attended the event

http://www.jordantimes.com/fri/homenews/homenews10.htm
Yemen
Integrated management of Aden coastal regions approved

Last week participants at a workshop studying the implementation of the integrated management of Aden’s coastal regions approved a final draft for the enforcement plan. 

The plan, prepared by 16 experts, ensures an integrated management and the prevention of sea pollution. The workshop, held by the Environmental Protection Agency, followed the issuance of Law No. 18 (2004), which approves the integrated management of Aden’s coastal regions.

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_2075.html
ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Saudi Arabia

Civil Defense Officials Cite Pinoys for Help in Dammam Coastal Cleanup

An official of the Ministry of Civil Defense has cited Filipinos in the Eastern Province for helping in cleaning up the coast of Dammam on Friday.

“I thank you for helping keep our country, also your home, very clean,” a grateful Maj. Ahmed Awad Al-Qahtani said during a brief ceremony at the Prince Mohammad ibn Fahd Half Moon Beach.

“This is my second time to be with Filipinos. First, during the discussion on peace and security, and today on this clean-up drive,” he said through a megaphone.

Al-Qahtani — whose speech in Arabic was translated by interpreter Andi Bajunaid of the Philippine Embassy’s Labor Office - was also the speaker on the OFW preparedness plan during the height of the Iraq invasion last year.

Led by Labor Attaché Delmer Cruz and members of the embassy’s Eastern Region Operations, over a thousand Filipinos, young and old, responded to the call to join the cleanup in support of the Saudi government’s program on peace and cleanliness.

The event was in celebration of the 2004 International Coastal Cleanup Day, in line with the World Cleanup Day of the United Nations Environment Program
The participants were mostly parents, teachers and students of the three Philippine schools in the region who joined hands, for the first time in a major event, to clean the beach of plastic bottles, papers, and other garbage.

The three schools were the International Philippine School in Alkhobar (IPSA), Philippine School in Dammam (PSD), and the Al Andalus International School (AAIS).

Majdi Al-Ayed, a project leader of Al-Baik in Jeddah which is spearheading the clean-up drive in Saudi Arabia, also appreciated the participation of the Filipino community.

More than 30 Filipino community organizations under the All Filipino Community and Sports Commission (Afcscom) and the OFW Congress also assisted in the coastal cleanup

 “The community would manifest, through this celebration, its concern for the preservation and protection of the marine environment and ecosystem not only for the present but more so for the succeeding generations,” Borja said.

Cruz read the message of Ambassador Bahnarim Guinomla who was not able to make it during the event. Guinomla commended the schools and the Filipino community for “their awareness of the importance of protecting the environment.”

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=10&section=0&article=51725&d=20&m=9&y=2004
Qatar

Environment drive to begin

THE Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves (SCENR), in association with the Friends of Environment Centre, will participate in the ‘Clean the World’ campaign.

Some 165 students from Qatari and expatriate schools will be taking part in the worldwide event, organised in Qatar by SCENR, said  Zafer al-Hajery, head of the section for propagating environment culture and awareness.

SCENR, along with Waqood (Qatar Fuel and Additives Company), will distribute 200,000 trash bags, said al-Hajery.

The council will arrange seminars and lectures by senior educationists to spread environment awareness.

SCENR member Sabaan al-Jassim said that the council has formulated a national plan to dispose of the lead and mercury that could affect children’s intelligence

http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=8234&version=1&template_id=36&parent_id=16
UAE

Thousands to lend a hand in clean-up

Thousands of people are expected to participate in the third annual ' Clean Up UAE' campaign organised by the Emirates Environmental Group (EEG) in conjunction with Al Marai, on December 12, 2004. 

For the third time running, participants including students, professionals and environmentalists alike will gather across the emirates to clean up strategic locations in Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman,  Ras AI Khaimah and Fujairah.

Launched by the NGO in 2002, Clean Up UAE has become the largest single clean-up campaign in the country attracting more participation and support year after year. 

Announcing details of the event, Habiba Al Marashi, Chairperson of Emirates Environmental Group, said that the event was conceptualised to raise greater awareness amongst residents about the dangers posed to the environment. "The principle of the event is not about achieving a certain number or a target, but to get the message of caring for the environment across," she said.

"This year's event will be extended to Fujairah and every year this nation-wide event reaches a wider audience. In the first year, there were 4,500 participants cleaning up the emirates at six sites, the second year had 6,500 participants in nine sites. This year hopefully there will be many more participants and more sites too, if possible," elaborated Ms Al Marashi.

Nearly 20 tonnes of litter was collected from the various emirates in 2003 and the organisers are hopeful that many more people will join in the clean-up.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/september/theuae_september427.xml
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Sudan: UN human rights officials to meet abuse victims, local officials in Darfur

*
UN reports another ‘bad month’ in Middle East, calls for return to peace plan

*
Security Council extends mandate of UN mission in Sierra Leone as it winds down

*
Annan re-affirms UN commitment to supporting elections in Iraq by January

*
UN agency resumes voluntary return scheme for Iraqi refugees in Iran

*
Mandate of UN mission in Liberia extended another year

*
UN refugee agency gears up for organized repatriation to Liberia

*
Security Council approves international force in Afghanistan for another year

*
Urban migration means natural disasters affecting many more people: UN official

*
UN officials find parts of Jamaica cut off or without clean water after hurricane

*
As African locust crisis worsens, UN faces huge funds shortfall to prevent plague

*
Africa needs more help from international community, Annan says

*
Sport teaches the lessons of peace – Nane Annan

*
Burundi: UN refugee agency set to move Congolese to safer camps after massacre

*
Angola’s poor roads hold up UN refugee repatriation programme

*
UN appeals for urgent funding to fight malaria epidemic in Ethiopia

*
UN-backed treaty on hazardous chemicals to get teeth at Geneva meeting

* * * *

Sudan

17 September – The two senior United Nations human rights officials dispatched by Secretary-General Kofi Annan to the strife-torn Darfur region of Sudan to examine how civilians can be protected from continuing attacks by armed militias will visit camps for displaced persons, speak to abuse victims and hold talks with local officials, the UN announced today.

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour – who begins a weeklong mission to Darfur tomorrow with Mr. Annan’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide Juan Méndez – unveiled details of the mission in Geneva.

Mrs. Arbour’s spokesman José Luis Díaz told reporters the High Commissioner and Mr. Méndez will travel to Darfur’s three states to meet victims of human rights abuses, inspect camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) and hold talks with local officials and staff from UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

Mr. Díaz said the pair will head on Monday to El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur State, before travelling to South Darfur and then West Darfur later in the week. The mission is then expected to return to the capital Khartoum on Friday before heading back to Geneva.

Mr. Annan announced the trip yesterday, saying the two officials were not going to Darfur to decide whether genocide has taken place, but to recommend what can be done to protect civilians now and in the months ahead.

In a statement, Mrs. Arbour said: “My colleagues have been very active in the field monitoring the situation and working with our partners. Along with the Secretary-General's Special Adviser, we will be looking at what more can be done to prevent further violations so the people of Darfur no longer have to fear massacres, rape, forced displacement and other abuses.”

More than 1.2 million Sudanese are internally displaced and another 200,000 are living as refugees in neighbouring Chad because of brutal and often deadly attacks by Arab-dominated Janjaweed militias against the mainly black African local inhabitants.

The Janjaweed, which are allied to Khartoum, began their attacks after two rebel groups – the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) – rose up against the Sudanese Government in Darfur early last year.

Meanwhile, the Security Council has scheduled a meeting at 3pm tomorrow to discuss a draft resolution, sponsored by the United States, on the Darfur crisis.

* * *

Middle East

17 September – A top United Nations official today again reported “a bad month in the Middle East,” with a resumption of Palestinian suicide bombings inside Israel, further deadly Israeli military operations in Palestinian territories and no progress on an international peace plan that offers the only way out of “the current hopeless situation.”

“Absence of hope for a peaceful settlement leads to despair, strengthens extremists and is sure recipe for continuing violence and instability,” Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast told the Security Council in a regular monthly briefing on the crisis.

He stressed that both Israel and the Palestinians continued to fail their minimum obligations under the so-called Road Map peace plan sponsored by the UN, European Union, Russia and United States, which calls for a series of parallel and reciprocal steps leading to two states living side-by-side in peace by 2005.

He voiced “extreme concern” at recent remarks by Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon that Israel is not following the Road Map and might stay in the West Bank long after any withdrawal from Gaza.

Mr. Prendergast said the proposed Israeli withdrawal could provide new momentum for peace only if it was complete, accompanied by similar steps in the West Bank, took place within the framework of the Road Map and is fully coordinated with the Palestinian Authority.

He noted that in the past month 80 Palestinians and 17 Israelis had been killed and 630 Palestinians and 133 Israelis injured, bringing the toll since the outbreak of the current unrest four years ago to 3,633 Palestinians and 966 Israelis killed and 35,400 Palestinians and 6,235 Israelis injured.

Referring to the suicide bombing which killed 16 Israelis, he said: “We again call on the Palestinian Authority to bring those implicated in terrorist acts to justice and to fulfil its obligations under the Road Map, as well as under international law, to do their utmost to prevent such attacks.”

He noted that Israeli restriction on movement had affected UN refugee relief operations and had a severe impact on the social and economic life of Palestinian civilians. “The widespread destruction of Palestinian property by Israeli forces raises concerns about collective punishment and fuels more violence and bloodshed,” he added.

He called on Israel to abide by an advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice to dismantle the separation barrier it is building on the West Bank and to pay compensation for the olive and fruit groves and other agricultural land destroyed in the process.

And he called on Palestinian President Yasser Arafat to institute tangible reforms of the security services so as “to take immediate action on the ground” to combat terror.

* * *

Sierra Leone

17 September – Extending the life of the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) until the end of next June, the Security Council today welcomed the progressive scaling down of its size and urged the West African country’s Government to accelerate its efforts to establish viable institutions so that it can take full responsibility for law and order.

In a unanimous vote, the 15 Council members agreed to continue the work of the UNAMSIL until 30 June 2005 in line with a request from Secretary-General Kofi Annan in his latest report.

The resolution also outlined the tasks of UNAMSIL after 1 January, when its presence is reduced to help the Sierra Leonean Government assume authority over institutions such as the police, the armed forces, the judiciary and the penal system.

There will be fewer than 5,000 UNAMSIL troops by the start of next year, well below its capacity of 17,500 military personnel when the Mission began in October 1999. UNAMSIL’s civilian staff contingent is also being reduced.

The Council resolution follows Mr. Annan’s report earlier this week, which found that Sierra Leone is making gradual progress towards stability and peace but many problems remain, especially in security.

Sierra Leone’s army still lacks the logistical, communications, accommodation and transport capacities necessary to do its work effectively across the whole of the country.

But the report praised the rising revenue from diamond exports and the successful disarmament and reintegration of thousands of former combatants from Sierra Leone’s long-running civil war.

* * * 

Iraq

17 September – The United Nations remains committed to assist the Iraqi people hold free, fair and credible elections by the end of next January and hopes that the fragile security situation there can improve, spokesman Fred Eckhard said today.

Responding to questions prompted by Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s remarks in an interview with the BBC earlier this week, Mr. Eckhard said the world body would continue to do what it can to help achieve the electoral timetable.

Mr. Annan told the BBC that if there is no improvement in security, it would be very difficult, if not impossible, to hold credible polls by the end of January, and Mr. Eckhard said the Secretary-General stands by the remark.

“The Secretary-General was flagging a concern that has been raised before. We do remain hopeful that as the current political process becomes more inclusive it will have a positive effect on the security situation,” he said.

Mr. Eckhard said the UN presence in Iraq is currently too limited to accurately assess the level of security around the country, but he noted from media reports that the situation did not appear to be good. “It’s our hope that the security situation will improve,” he said.

Mr. Annan’s Special Representative Ashraf Qazi is in place in Baghdad, as well as some humanitarian, electoral, political and security staff.

* * *

Iraq

17 September – The United Nations refugee agency has resumed its voluntary repatriation service for Iraqis returning from Iran, helping more than 500 people head home this week, a month after operations were suspended because of security concerns.

A convoy of 251 Iraqis left the Ansar refugee camp in Iran’s south Tuesday morning, arriving in the southern Iraqi city of Basra later that day, a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees said today.

Ron Redmond said a second convoy, this time with 276 refugees, travelled on Wednesday from the Iranian city of Ahwaz to Basra. Convoys from Ahwaz are now expected to depart every week.

The Shalamsheh border crossing in southern Iraq was closed on 12 August because of concerns about security in the area. A separate Iran-Iraq border crossing in the north, at Haj Omran, has also been shut since early August because of concerns about a lack of suitable housing in Iraq’s north for returning refugees.

More than 14,000 Iraqis have returned home with the help of UNHCR from Iran, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon since last year, with the majority – about 9,000 – from Iran.

Mr. Redmond said UNHCR does not encourage Iraqi refugees to return now because their homeland “is not yet ready to absorb large numbers of returnees.” The Iran-Iraq border is also heavily mined. But it helps those refugees who insist on returning.

The agency also helps the refugees once they are home by building shelters, running water projects and developing projects that generate income for Iraqis.

* * *

Liberia

17 September – A year after it set up the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) to stabilize the West African country following an end to 14 years of civil war, the Security Council today extended the operation’s mandate for another 12 months and welcomed the progress it was making in disarming the nation’s thousands of ex-combatants.

In a resolution adopted unanimously, Council members extended the life of UNMIL until 19 September 2005 and called on Liberia’s political parties to work together so that free and fair elections can take place, as scheduled, by October next year.

The resolution also praised the role played by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to support the peace process in a country that has been torn apart by civil war for much of its modern history.

Earlier this week, in a report to the Council, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said the Mission was making great progress, citing the disarmament of an estimated 70,000 former combatants and the deployment of UNMIL troops across Liberia. Security has therefore improved and humanitarian aid can be distributed more smoothly.

But Mr. Annan said the programme to rehabilitate and reintegrate the former fighters who have given up their weapons did not have enough funds, and called on international donors to make up the shortfall.

Today’s Council resolution backs that request and also asks donors to fulfil the pledges they made at the International Reconstruction Conference in February.

UNMIL had 15,763 troops, military observers and police officers in place on 31 August and has an approved budget of $864 million for the year until 30 June 2005.

* * * 

Liberia

17 September – Two weeks before the start of the United Nations refugee agency’s voluntary repatriation project for Liberia, the Government has declared four western counties safe for the return of some of the 340,000 people who fled 14 years of vicious civil war in the West African country.

Although thousands started returning on their own in August 2003, when a peace accord ended fighting between Government and rebel forces, many could not go back to their home areas due to lack of security, and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) repeatedly urged them to wait for organized convoys starting in October.

By the end of this year, UNHCR hopes to facilitate the repatriation of 100,000 people.

The Liberian Government announced Wednesday that the four counties now meet minimum requirements for safe return – including disarmament of ex-combatants, presence of civil authorities, rehabilitation of basic services and the unhindered presence of humanitarian workers – paving the way home for refugees in neighbouring Sierra Leone.

In addition to ensuring a safe and dignified return for the refugees, UNHCR has been working on reconstruction and rehabilitation projects to help returnees settle back in their home communities. With its partners the agency reconstructed a transit centre for returnees, and is completing work on two others. Clinics are being rehabilitated, as are wells, water and sanitation facilities. Schools are also undergoing reconstruction.

A shelter project in Totoquelleh village has provided a model for rebuilding houses in villages badly devastated by the war. Mary Adams, 40, recently moved into her new house in Totoquelleh, her first real home since she fled her village in 1991 when she lost her parents and husband in the conflict, while her son was amputated by the rebels.

Today, she has remarried, given birth to two more children and adopted a third. But the past continues to haunt her. “I can still see the rebels killing my parents before my eyes,” she said. “But when I look at my children and my new house, I see the way forward.”

* * *

Afghanistan

17 September – The Security Council today voted unanimously to extend the mandate of the international troop force in Afghanistan for another year and called upon countries to commit more personnel and funds so that it can work more effectively.

Extending the life of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) at least until 13 October next year, the resolution noted that the responsibility for maintaining law and order ultimately rested with the Afghans themselves.

It urged ISAF, which has been expanded across the country in the last year after being confined before to the capital Kabul, to work closely with Afghanistan’s transitional administration and successors.

Eurocorps – a multinational army comprised of forces from Belgium, France, Germany, Luxembourg and Spain – took over the command of ISAF from Canada in August.

The resolution also stressed the importance of conducting free and fair elections, disarming and reintegrating ex-combatants, combating the illegal drug trade and ensuring central government authority extends across all of Afghanistan.

* * *

Natural disasters

17 September – At least 250 million people endured the effects of natural disasters last year – almost three times the amount of people in 1990 – prompting the head of the United Nations disaster-reduction body to warn this trend will worsen as more and more migrants move to high-risk urban areas because the economic opportunities are greater there.

Sálvano Briceño, Director of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), said migrants are increasingly willing to settle in large numbers in urban areas, even when they are situated on flooding plains, over seismic faults or on landslide-prone slopes, because so many rural areas lack basic services.

“People are becoming increasingly vulnerable because greater numbers are compelled to live in high-risk urban areas when looking for better economic opportunities,” he said, citing the dearth of schools, health centres and other facilities in rural regions.

Many of the newly urbanized areas, especially in developing countries, are highly concentrated slums where the environment has become badly degraded. ISDR said that about 70 of the world’s 100 largest cities are located in risk-prone regions, adding that if a major hazard struck one of those cities, “the potential for disasters could be huge.”

A recent study by the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) has also projected that 2 billion people will be living in urban slums by as early as 2020, and more than 5 billion people will be living in cities, mostly in the developing world.

Mr. Briceño said that while the number of deaths from natural disasters has dropped sharply in recent years because the humanitarian response has generally become faster and more effective, the amount of people who are injured or lose their jobs or livelihood has surged.

“Disasters cannot be measured only in terms of fatal casualties…We won’t ever stop natural hazards, but the world needs to find better ways to cope with disasters.”

He called for development programmes that include land-use planning, better environmental management and greater public education should be created so that populations are less at risk.

Statistics released by Professor Debarati Guha Sapir, from the Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED) at the University of Louvain in Belgium, show that at least 254 million people were affected by natural hazards last year. This compares to 90 million in 1990.

The UN will convene the World Conference on Disaster Reduction from 18 to 22 January in Kobe, Japan, 10 years after a devastating earthquake struck the city and surrounding areas, killing more than 5,000 people.

* * *

Hurricane Ivan

17 September – Many parts of Jamaica still do not have access to clean water or a reliable food supply, almost a week after deadly Hurricane Ivan battered the country, United Nations humanitarian officials have discovered after conducting rapid assessment missions around the country.

A team of UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) officials, as well as staff from the UN Development Programme (UNDP), UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and World Health Organization (WHO) and partner organizations, has found that many communities also remain cut off because of landslides in the wake of the hurricane.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today that the warehouse at Kingston airport can no longer receive relief supplies because it was too badly damaged.

In the Blue Mountains area in the east, numerous landslides have restricted access and raised concerns about some towns having a reliable food supply in the days ahead.

Jamaican authorities say they urgently need mattresses, blankets, baby food, powdered milk, generators, medical supplies and building materials, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported.

In Cuba, a joint team of UN staff and national officials have begun an assessment mission to the western area of Pinar del Rio, one of the country’s hardest-hit regions.

Media reports say nearly 100 people have been killed by Hurricane Ivan during its trail across the Caribbean, with Grenada the worst affected and the southeastern United States the latest victim.

Hurricane Ivan is one of many deadly storms in the Caribbean this year in what is proving to be an unusually busy hurricane season. Hurricane Jeanne has been upgraded from a tropical storm and is lashing the Dominican Republic, Haiti and Puerto Rico.

* * * 

Locusts

17 September – With the desert locust crisis in West Africa expected to worsen over the next few weeks, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned today that it only had in hand less than a tenth of the crucial funding needed to prevent the crop-devouring insects from becoming a plague.

As of today, donor countries have approved a total of $24 million of the estimated $100 million needed to control the widespread outbreaks, including pesticide spraying, but the agency has actually received only $4 million, and has provided a further $5 million from its own resources.

“The success of control operations in West Africa is crucial if we want to reduce the new threat to the Maghreb (North African Arab) countries,” FAO locust information officer Keith Cressman said in the latest warning issued by the Rome-based agency.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) warned last month that the crisis is potentially worse than the last plague of 1987-89, with some experts warning of famine and death in rural areas. The 1987-89 plague cost the international community $300 million to eventually bring under control.

With a bumper harvest expected in West Africa this summer, “a substantial portion of this harvest is at risk because of the unusually high locust infestations,” Mr. Cressman added. According to country reports up to 40 per cent of pastures and 10 per cent of vegetables have been damaged so far.

A large number of swarms will form in coming weeks in Mauritania, Senegal, Mali and Niger, and the extent of a new invasion in the Maghreb depends on the success of control operations in West Africa and the frequency of rainfall in the coming months.

Locust swarms often stretch over dozens of kilometres containing billions of insects. A swarm moves with the wind up to 200 kilometres in a day. One ton of locusts, a very small portion of an average swarm, eats as much food in one day as about 2,500 people. Locusts live between 3 and 6 months. There is a tenfold increase in locust numbers from one generation to the next.

Some of the new swarms may reinvade Senegal and move southwards, to Gambia, Guinea Bissau and possibly Guinea by the end of the year, while the majority is expected to move to west and northwest Mauritania and breed there, with a real threat of a reinvasion of Northwest Africa on a larger scale than that in the spring of 2004.

* * *

African development

17 September – The international community needs to support concerted efforts by African countries to implement a joint plan for development on their continent, Secretary-General Kofi Annan urges in a new report released today.

“African countries are making considerable progress,” he says in his second report on the implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), but added they still needed more aid, debt relief, foreign investment and further help in trade.

The report, which comes in response to a General Assembly resolution adopted last December, indicates that the international community did make some progress in their support for the implementation of NEPAD, but largely failed to register a solid impact as contradictory donor policies and international trade practices remained unchanged throughout the year.

The report shows some increase in aid in the past two years, but notes that that amount is still far below than what Africa received more than 20 years ago. In 1990, official development assistance to the region was no less than $26 billion. Compared to that amount, the continent received only $22.2 billion in aid in 2002 – an amount almost equivalent to what Africa paid in external debt servicing costs.

So far, 23 countries have received some debt relief under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries’ (HIPC) initiative. However, even for the 11 African countries which are eligible for extensive debt cancellation, there is “not much hope for debt sustainability, according to the Secretary-General. As a result, “there is now an increasing call for a new framework for sustainability” that goes beyond HIPC.

Mr. Annan says the continent needed reforms in agricultural trade, including elimination of agricultural subsidies in developed countries, which place the continent’s exports at a “competitive disadvantage.”

In the past 30 years, Africa’s share of the world market has declined dramatically, says the Secretary-General, bringing estimated income loss of $70 billion a year – almost five times what Africa receives in aid annually.

* * *
International Day of Peace

17 September – Sports can be an important boot camp for teaching children the lessons of peace, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s wife, Nane, told a forum today on “Peace through Sports,” in which student-athletes from three war-torn areas where the world body has peace missions took part by videoconference.

“Sport allows young boys and girls to play and use their energies to the fullest, fostering team spirit and competition on friendly terms,” Ms. Annan said at the event at UN Headquarters in New York organized by the Department of Public Information ahead of the International Day of Peace, which will be observed on Tuesday.

“Sport teaches children about working together to reach a common goal, and solving conflicts peacefully through agreed rules. This is true for all children, no matter which country they are from, but especially for children growing up in the shadow of war and destruction, poverty and destitution,” she declared, saying “a special hello” to the young people participating from Afghanistan, Kosovo and Sierra Leone.

“I have read the most heart-warming stories about how football returned to Afghanistan, how sports have reunited young players in countries torn apart by civil war. I have visited cramped refugee camps and know what the possibility of playing sport, whether football, basketball or volleyball, would mean for young people who may have pent-up traumas and emotions, and what coaching would mean for children deprived of a guiding hand,” she added.

The athletes from Afghanistan, Kosovo and Sierra Leone engaged in a televised discussion with student-athletes from the United States gathered in the auditorium. Italian author and journalist Anna Cataldi, a UN Messenger of Peace, and Norwegian speed skater Johan Olav Koss, a UNICEF Good Will Ambassador, also addressed the gathering.

* * *

Burundi

17 September – A month after a massacre left more than 150 Congolese dead at a transit centre in Burundi after they had fled ethnic fighting in their own country, the United Nations refugee agency is preparing to relocate thousands of others away from the border area to safer sites deeper inside the small Central African nation.

The first transfer to the new camp of Giginha, 50 kilometres from Bujumbura, the capital, is scheduled to take place on Tuesday and transit centres in the border area will be closed as soon as the refugees are relocated. Nearly 20,000 Congolese fled the fighting in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in June.

The transit centre at Gatumba, scene of the 13 August massacre of ethnic Tutsi, is already closed. Eyewitnesses implicated Hutu from the DRC and neighbouring Rwanda as well as from Burundi itself. Burundi and Rwanda have been torn by decades of fighting between the two groups, which has spilled over into the eastern DRC.

UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva today that agency personnel and troops from the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB) will go to Giginha tomorrow to ensure that all security measures are in place to ensure the safety of the refugees once they arrive next week.

As well as Giginha, which is now ready to receive a minimum of 6,000 refugees, UNHCR is working with partner agencies to open another new camp at Giharo, in the eastern province of Rutana. Preparations are still underway there to organize shelter, food, water, medical and educational services for several thousand refugees.

A third camp, which already existed and sheltered 8,000 Congolese in Gasorwe before the latest June influx, can also take more refugees.

Of the two border transit centres still open, Rugombo is almost empty after many refugees left of their own free will, with large numbers reportedly returning to the DRC, while Kararuma still shelters some 6,000 Congolese.

The Burundian Government decided to close all border camps after the massacre, giving refugees three options: to relocate further inland, apply for residency in their local areas in Burundi or return to DRC if they so wish.

UNHCR does not at this moment assist Congolese to repatriate to DRC since their home areas are still unsafe.

* * *

Angola

17 September – The United Nations refugee agency reported today that poor roads were hampering its voluntary repatriation programme for Angolans returning home from Zambia, where they had sought refuge from three decades of civil war which ended two years ago, with only a fifth of the expected number going back so far this year.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) had planned to help 40,000 Angolans return home from neighbouring Zambia before the start of the rainy season in November, but only 8,354 have returned so far. Zambia hosted a total of 71,420 Angolan refugees in camps and settlements at the start of repatriation season in mid-June.

“Angolan roads are in bad condition, bridges are broken and there are problems with landmines,” UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva.

Most of the returnees have gone home on UNHCR convoys through two land corridors, but two air routes have been opened for areas not accessible by road.

Overall, UNHCR has helped more than 100,000 Angolans return home from neighbouring countries since it started the voluntary repatriation programme in June last year. Another estimated 150,000 have returned on their own.

At the time peace accords were signed between the Government and rebels in April 2002, more than 441,000 Angolans were estimated to have sought refuge in bordering countries, leaving some 200,000 still living in the major asylum states – the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Zambia, Namibia and the Republic of the Congo.

* * *

Ethiopia

17 September – A United Nations-backed national anti-malaria campaign in Ethiopia today appealed for urgent funding to fill a shortfall of over 50 per cent in aid needed to combat a potential upsurge in the disease that could affect more than 6 million people within the next six months.

The Ethiopian Government’s Roll Back Malaria (RBM) partnership, which includes the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), said it had secured only $4 million of the $8.9 million sought to buy a more expensive drug to counter the disease’s growing resistance to traditional treatment.

During the last few years Ethiopia has witnessed a major increase in malaria due in part to the parasites developing resistance to sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine (SP) in more than a third of cases.

As a result, the country’s Health Ministry approved a new first-line antimalarial drug, Artemether-Lumefantrine, a much more effective Artemisinin-based Combination Therapy (ACT) with a 99 per cent cure rate compared to 64 per cent for SP. But it costs significantly more, ranging from 90 cents for a small child’s dose to $2.40 for an adult dose compared with only 10 cents or less for SP.

In another health-related development, UNICEF and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) today announced a project to benefit 6 million children in 7 regions of Ethiopia by reducing the mortality rate of mothers and children and increasing access to health care and provide supplementary food.

The Enhanced Outreach Strategy (EOS) of the Child Survival Programme is a three-year UNICEF project funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and complemented by WFP.

“The EOS activities are ensuring that mothers and children receive the basic preventive health care that is their fundamental human right,” UNICEF’s Representative in Ethiopia Bjorn Ljungqvist said. “By taking health care to the village level, working with community volunteers, we ensure that every mother and child gets the care they are entitled to, ensuring that preventable diseases are treated before they become more serious and endanger children’s survival.”

Noting that his agency had to help find practical solutions to malnutrition of children and women, WFP Country Director Georgia Shaver said: “WFP’s activities in this joint effort are not limited to targeted supplementary feeding but also promotion of key messages on nutrition.”

* * *

Chemicals

17 September – Officials from more than 100 countries are to meet next week in Geneva to give teeth to a United Nations-backed treaty aimed at helping developing countries more effectively manage hazardous chemicals and pesticides that have poisoned hundreds of thousands of people in recent decades and killed thousands through accidents, misuse and inadequate controls.

The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade prevents shipment of these chemicals – many of them linked to cancer, birth defects and other health problems – into developing nations unless these nations have explicitly agreed to their import.

Jointly supported by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), it enables Member States to alert each other to possible risks. Whenever a government anywhere in the world bans or restricts a chemical for health or environmental reasons, this is reported to all member countries.

Next week’s meeting will decide whether to add up to 15 new chemicals and pesticides to the 27 already on the PIC list and will seek to establish mechanisms and systems to ensure the Convention’s long-term effectiveness. It must also agree on a home for the Convention’s permanent secretariat, currently located at FAO headquarters in Rome and UNEP’s chemicals office in Geneva. Italy and Switzerland have offered to maintain this arrangement, while Germany has offered to host the secretariat in Bonn.

“The Rotterdam Convention will provide a first line of defence for human health and the environment against the potential dangers of hazardous chemicals and pesticides,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said ahead of the meeting. “The winners created by this new convention will range from subsistence farmers to nursing mothers to wildlife.”

Although chemicals are necessary to meet increasing productivity demands to feed the more than 800 million hungry people in the world, as shown by the current locust infestation in West Africa where pesticides are needed to prevent crop losses, FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said all efforts were being made to reduce the effects on people and the environment.

“The Rotterdam Convention provides a means to better protect people living in rural areas by helping countries to learn from each other and to share experiences in the management of hazardous chemicals,” he added. “The treaty allows for a more sustainable intensification of crop production supporting our battle against hunger and poverty.”

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon, 

**Sudan
The mission by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, and the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the prevention of genocide, Juan Méndez, which was announced to you yesterday afternoon by the Secretary-General, is heading from Geneva to Khartoum tomorrow.

The High Commissioner’s Office said today that the mission would last for about a week and was expected to be back in Geneva by Sunday, 26 September.

The aim of the mission would be to look at what more could be done to prevent further violations, so that the people of Darfur no longer had to fear massacres, rape, forced displacement, and other abuses.

After spending a day in Khartoum, they would go to Darfur, probably to Al Fasher first, on Monday, the 20th.  The following day, they would travel to Nyala in south Darfur.  On the 23rd, they would be going to Al Geneina, before returning on the 24th to Khartoum where they would have further debriefings before coming back to Geneva.

Louise Arbour’s return from mission would coincide with the informal one-day meeting of the Commission of Human Rights, which would be held on 28 September.  This meeting is meant to prepare delegations for the debate on human rights in the Third Committee of the General Assembly, which deals with human rights and humanitarian issues, later in the year.

The mission would report to the Secretary-General, and the findings would be transmitted through the Secretary-General to the Security Council and would be made public, the High Commissioner’s spokesman said.

**Sudan - Statement
In his statement to the press yesterday, the Secretary-General urged the Security Council to act on the draft resolution without delay, and to be as united as possible in the face of this crisis.

He added, “This is the first time in the Council’s history that it has ever been seized under article 8 of the Genocide Convention, and it seems to me inconceivable that it should fail to respond.”

The Secretary-General also said that the draft resolution may require him to appoint an international commission to decide whether acts of genocide have been committed.  He said he would do so with all speed if the resolution is adopted and that preliminary preparations were already being made.

**Security Council - Sudan
The Security Council met in closed consultations yesterday afternoon during which they discussed the latest draft resolution on Sudan.

And a vote has yet to be scheduled.

**Security Council - Resolutions
The Security Council held three back-to-back meetings this morning during which they unanimously adopted three resolutions, which extended the mandates of the UN missions in Sierra Leone and Liberia and the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan.

**Middle East
In his periodic briefing to the Security Council on the situation in the Middle East, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast said it had been a bad month in the area, as reflected in the rise in casualties on both the Israeli and Palestinian sides, the resumption of suicide bombings, the announcement of renewed settlement activity, as well as stalled Palestinian reform process.

In his review of the past month, Prendergast highlighted the dire humanitarian situation and the continued suffering of Palestinian civilians in the West Bank and Gaza.  The current closures imposed by the Israelis bring Palestinian life to a virtual standstill and undermine efforts to revive the local economy, he said.

He also noted the double suicide bombing, claimed by Hamas, in Beer Sheva which killed dozens and injured more than a hundred.  The Secretary-General has unreservedly condemned such acts of terror, Prendergast said.

Though it has been repeated a number of times, and remains true, he told Council members, a negotiated settlement remains the only way Palestinians and Israelis can ultimately put an end to the conflict.  Despite the fact that both parties continue to fail to meet their minimum obligations, the Secretary-General remains convinced that the implementation of the Road Map, which was endorsed by the Security Council, remains the only way forward.

In the continued void of an active peace process, Prendergast told the Council, the Israeli withdrawal initiative, if applied in the right way -- which includes a full and total withdrawal of Israeli forces and is fully coordinated with the Palestinian Authority and the Quartet -- could lead Israelis and Palestinians back to the negotiating table. 

Council members are continuing their discussion in closed consultations.

**Iraq Elections
On Iraq, in response to a number of questions we’ve received concerning the Secretary-General’s comments on the Iraqi elections in an interview, I can say that we remain committed to assist the Iraqi people to hold fair and credible elections by the end of January 2005.

The Secretary-General was flagging a concern that has been raised before.  We do remain hopeful that as the current political process becomes more inclusive it will have a positive effect on the security situation.

This is a challenging situation that requires effort from the Iraqi authorities and the international community to ensure that free, fair and credible elections can be held in Iraq by the end of January 2005.

**Iraq – UNHCR
On the humanitarian side in Iraq, the UN refugee agency says it has resumed its voluntary repatriation programme for Iraqi refugees in Iran.  The first convoy in over a month arrived in Basra earlier this week. 

The agency does not encourage Iraqis abroad to repatriate now, because Iraq is not yet ready to absorb large numbers of returnees.  But it does provide assistance to refugees in neighbouring countries, who insist on returning despite the difficult conditions in Iraq.  We have more available in the briefing notes from UNHCR in Geneva.

**Compensation Commission
The Governing Council of the UN Compensation Commission for Iraq will hold its fifty-third session from 21 to 23 September in Geneva, under the Presidency of Ambassador Michael Steiner of Germany.

During the session, the Council will consider a number of reports and recommendations of the panels of Commissioners mainly concerning claims filed by individuals, and discuss issues relating to the processing and payment of claims.

We have a press release and a background note upstairs.

**Peace
To mark the International Day of Peace, which is being celebrated today, the Department of Public Information organized a discussion around the theme of “Peace through Sports”.

Nane Annan opened the proceedings by saying this theme is important because sports affirms life.  Sports, she said, allows children to use their energy to their fullest and teaches them to solve conflicts peacefully through agreed rules.  This is true of all children, she underscored, but especially for those living in the shadow of war and poverty.

Student athletes from UN peacekeeping missions in Afghanistan, Kosovo and Sierra Leone engaged in a televised discussion with American student athletes gathered in the auditorium here at UN Headquarters. 

Also addressing the gathering were Anna Cataldi, a UN Messenger of Peace, and speed skater Johan Olav Koss, who is a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador.  We have more information on that upstairs.

**Natural Hazards
Growing urban concentrations, the effects of climate change and environmental degradation are greatly increasing the vulnerability of the world’s population to natural disasters.

According to Sálvano Briceño, Director of the UN’s Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, people are becoming increasingly vulnerable to natural hazards.  This is because growing numbers of urban migrants, who come looking for better economic opportunities, settle in exposed stretches of land either on seismic faults, flooding plains or on landslide prone slopes.  

Over 254 million people were affected by natural hazards in 2003, and that’s an increase of 180 per cent compared to 1990.  We have more on that in a press release.

**FAO - Locust Swarms Worsen
The latest on locusts in West Africa:  The FAO, that’s the Food and Agriculture Organization, warns that the desert locust crisis in Mauritania, Senegal, Mali and Niger is expected to worsen over the next few weeks, and there’s a serious risk that swarms will re-invade northwest Africa from October onwards. 

The financial situation of the crisis is also far from promising at this stage:  FAO estimates that $100 million is needed to control the outbreaks.

So far, donor countries have approved a total of $24 million, of which FAO has actually received only $4 million, it has provided $5 million from its own resources.  We have more on that upstairs.

**NEPAD
The Secretary-General, in his second report to the General Assembly on the New Partnership for Africa’s Development or NEPAD, says that African countries have made much progress towards implementing that plan, which emphasizes sustainable development, peace, good governance and regional integration.  The report is now available on the racks, and there is a press release by DPI highlighting its main points.

**Upcoming Events
You have a busy few weeks coming up, and we have the “Week Ahead” feature for each of the next two weeks, to help you in your planning.

There are a number of events I’d like to draw your attention to, including next Monday’s meeting on “Innovative Sources of Finance to Alleviate Hunger and Poverty”, organized by President Luis Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil, which the Secretary-General will attend.  That meeting will be followed by a press conference at 6:30 p.m. in Conference Room 4, where President Lula will speak, along with President Ricardo Lagos of Chile, President Jacques Chirac of France and Prime Minister José Luis Rodrigues Zapatero of Spain.

Also on Monday, at 11 a.m. in the ECOSOC Chamber, world leaders from the North and South, in collaboration with the International Labour Organization, will launch a global discussion on how to create a fair globalization.  The Secretary-General will speak at that event.

He will also inaugurate the renovated GA-200 room, that’s just behind the General Assembly Hall, in a ribbon-cutting ceremony at noon that day, along with the President of Switzerland.

Then on Tuesday morning at 8:30, the Secretary-General, accompanied by Messengers of Peace Muhammad Ali, Anna Cataldi and Jane Goodall, will ring the Peace Bell to mark the International Day of Peace, which coincides with the start of the general debate.

After that, we’ll have the beginning of the general debate, and the Secretary-General will focus, in his speech, on the importance of the rule of law.  And we are arranging a background briefing by a senior UN official on Monday.  We had hoped to do it today, but it will be now on Monday at 10 in the morning.  And the comments of the speaker will be embargoed until midnight Monday, so that they can appear in Tuesday’s newspapers.  And we’ll also be making available embargoed copies of the speech today with the provision that you listen to its delivery very carefully because changes might be made between now and delivery.  And that text of course is embargoed until delivery.

And I also want to point out that Tuesday is the start of “Focus 2004”, a four-day treaty event during which Member States are encouraged to sign, ratify or accede to treaties involving the protection of civilians, including the Genocide Convention and the Convention against Torture.

**Press Conference on Monday
There will be a press conference on Monday, at 3 in the afternoon.  Foreign Minister Tozoun Kokou Biossey of Togo will be in this room to talk to you.

And that’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Mark?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Just a quick one to clarify on the clarification about the Iraq elections.  Just to get it clear, if, to understand, what is the Secretary-General’s position if security continues as it is now?  In his view will it be possible to hold elections by the end of January?

Spokesman:  Well, his comment, that this statement that I’ve read is in part in reaction to, was that if there is no improvement in security, it would be very difficult if not impossible to hold credible elections.

Question:   And he still stands by that?

Spokesman:  He stands by that.  We collectively though, hope that the security situation will gradually improve; that the political process in Iraq will become gradually more inclusive and that this will support a return to normalcy.

Question:   I want to follow up on this.  Does the UN have any indications that the security situation would improve?

Spokesman:  We only have hope.

Question:   Do you have any (inaudible)... find out the security situation at all?

Spokesman:  Any what?

Question:   Indications about (inaudible)... assessment of how you view the security situation in this evolution at all?  Have you made an assessment...(interrupted).

Spokesman:  We’re not in a very good position ourselves to assess the security in Iraq countrywide.  Our presence there is too limited.  So, we rely on the assessments of the people on the ground.  And as you can see from news reports everyday, the situation isn’t good.  And I think that’s what the Secretary-General was responding to in his comments made in that interview earlier this week.  But as I said, the UN system as a whole is working with Iraqis.  We helped set up the legal framework for elections, we’re going to do our best to work with them, if necessary from outside the country with a modest presence in Baghdad, to conduct the elections and we hope the security situation will improve.

Question:   And my last follow-up, if I may.  Given that we’re getting closer and closer to that time and the security situation isn’t improving, and given that even the US’s own assessment is that it won’t improve and that it will get worse, despite your hope, is there any plan B the UN has in terms of dealing with the electoral process?

Spokesman:  Not that I am aware.  I think the plan that’s in place is one that was drawn up with our advice and our input which, if the security situation permits, could result in fair and credible elections.  That’s what we went there to set up.  If the security situation doesn’t permit, I am not aware of any other plan that might be on the table.  Mohamed?

Question:   If the people on the ground, that you refer to...(interrupted)

Spokesman:  What?

Question:   People on the ground...

Spokesman:  In Baghdad?

Question:   Yes.

Spokesman:  Yes?

Question:   Who are they?

Spokesman:  Who are they?

Question:   Yes.

Spokesman:  The political office of the Special Representative, a number of electoral officials, a number of humanitarian workers, the elements of the office of Ross Mountain, the Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, and security.  We have our own security planners there.  Yes?

Question:   I heard you saying that the situation in Baghdad, in Iraq, will not be secured, that’s why they’re saying it might be not...(interrupted).

Spokesman:  No, that’s not what I said.  I said that...  I repeated the Secretary-General’s statement that if the security situation doesn’t improve, it will be difficult to hold credible elections.  It’s our hope that the security situation will improve.

Question:   But Fred, for your information, according to what I have, the people who are actually fighting; they have demands.  Unless their demands are met by the UN, I don’t think the situation will be better.

Spokesman:  I am not aware of demands made on the UN.  Yes, sir?

Question:   Fred, does the Secretary-General have any comment on the attack Afghanistan President Karzai yesterday?  So, do you think it will affect the next election in Afghanistan?

Spokesman:  As far as I know, the plans for the elections in Afghanistan remain unchanged.  I have nothing to give you from the Secretary-General on the attack on President Karzai.  You should look at the briefing notes from Kabul to see if the UN spokesman there said anything.  I have nothing from him today.  Yes?

Question:   The Secretary-General’s speech, that’s available now in your office?

Spokesman:  I think we’ll have it right after the briefing.

Question:   And the briefing on Monday, the backgrounder at 10, is that here, or where will that be?

Spokesman:  Backgrounder here in this room at 10 a.m. Djibril, come on up.

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Spokesman for General Assembly President:Thanks.  Good afternoon.

The fifty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly is under way.  This week has been used very much to put the system in place.  And the plenary started this morning at 10 to review the different agenda items.

As I was mentioning yesterday, the General Assembly being an association of Member States, considers items on the agenda in a number of ways through the General Committee:  items that are approved as a recommendation to the General Assembly; items that are not approved, or sometimes items that are deferred to future sessions.  So, this is what happened.

And I mentioned again yesterday that this report is included in a document, document A/59/250, which deals with aspects of the organization of the Assembly.

As Fred mentioned, to help you with your planning of the week, we will try very much, working very closely with the Office of the Spokesman, to provide you with as much advance notice of the leaders speaking and trying to take on ourselves to facilitate some of your contacts in that connection.

And within that framework, as of 10 this morning, this is the update that I have:  there are 64 heads of State, 25 heads of Government, two Vice-Presidents, one Crown Prince, two Deputy Prime Ministers, 86 Foreign Ministers and one Deputy Foreign Minister and so on.

At my previous briefing, I had mentioned that of all the Member States, only one had not registered to speak.  It has registered now.  That is Somalia.  So, now we have 193 speakers registered.  The 191 MemberStates and the two observers, namely, the Holy See and Palestine.  This has made the President of the General Assembly express satisfaction with the interest that Member States have taken to the General Assembly, because he said that global challenges can only be resolved with everyone’s participation, from the smallest to the biggest countries.  And he added that global problems require global solutions.  And that only the General Assembly can address these issues in a democratic, effective and efficient manner.  Within that framework, he emphasised the importance of the revitalization of the General Assembly, so that the General Assembly could be equipped to fulfilling its mandate to the fullest extent.

That’s all I have for you.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Okay, no questions?  Thank you very much.  Enjoy the weekend.  Probably be here Saturday.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Toxicmaterials" ��Channelnewsasia - More toxic materials set to join global trade watch list�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��Europa World - UN Redoubles Efforts To Protect World's Cancer-Preventing Ozone Layer�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Pesticide" ��Hindustan Times – UN seeks limits on pesticide harming ozone layer�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Chemicals" ��The International Herald Tribune -  Keeping agricultural chemicals safe ;Old problem, new solution��� HYPERLINK  \l "Watchlist" ��Xinhuanet - UN agencies add 15 hazardous chemicals to trade "watch list"�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Crisis" ��The Observer - Fight to the last resort as Alpine crisis looms� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Treaty" ��BBC - Chemical treaty to extend scope�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Hurricaneseason" ��Corvallis Gazette-Times (Oregon) - Intense hurricane season prompts questions��


* Sunday Nation – Laws will criminalise garbage dumping 
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