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Press Association

April 21, 2004, Wednesday

CAMPAIGN AIMS TO CURB POLLUTION

BYLINE: Amanda Brown, Environment Correspondent, PA News

BODY:
Cabinet ministers will spearhead a bid today to try to encourage the public to do more to curb pollution and save precious natural resources.

The move - first promised as part of the Government's environmental strategy in 1999 - follows the publication last month of the Quality of Life indicators, which looked at progress towards solving problems like poor air quality, rising crime, falling wild bird populations and other other key issues.

And it comes only a week after the Government's green guru, Sir Jonathon Porritt, chairman of the Sustainable Development Commission, warned that although the Government wanted to address these difficulties, it was reluctant to take the necessary risks. More needed to be done to improve housing and health, he said. 

Sir Jonathon is to attend today's London launch, along with Environment Secretary Margaret Beckett, Education Secretary Charles Clarke, International Development Secretary Hilary Benn and ministers from the Foreign Office, Northern Ireland Office, the Welsh Office, the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and Klaus Toepfer of the United Nations Environment Programme.

They will unveil a UK-wide consultation which will lead to a new sustainable development framework.

Four core themes will cover climate change, sustainable consumption and production, social justice, and helping communities to help themselves.

Defra also aims to publish an energy saving strategy next week as a follow-on from its Energy White Paper.

According to Government sources "the aim is to try and get to local people over the next three months, as many as possible, real people in their neighbourhoods at community level and get them to focus on the meaning of sustainable development.

"We want to see what they think we should be doing about it and what they can be doing about it themselves".

But climate change caused by fossil fuel burning remains a problem.

And the threat of more UK airport expansion, along with the growth in low cost airlines, has added to criticism from MPs and environmental groups alike.

The Commons all-party Environmental Audit Committee last month said in a report on the Budget that if aviation emissions increase on the scale predicted by the Department for Transport, the UK's 60% carbon emission reduction target which the Government set last year "will become meaningless and unachievable."

The MPs said the most the UK could hope to attain would be about 35%.

Friends of the Earth Aviation campaigner Richard Dyer said: "Allowing aviation to grow on the scale proposed will make it impossible for the Government to meet its promises to reduce greenhouse gas emissions."

Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Margaret Beckett said "The UK government recognises the challenge we face in "taking it on."

"Our own assessment published last month, made clear that while we had done a lot, we as government and we as society, have much more to do.

"Last week, the Sustainable Development Commission challenged us to "try harder."

"That is a challenge we are determined to rise to collectively.

"Top of our domestic Sustainable Development agenda is climate change.

"The UK has shown leadership both domestically and within Europe.

"But we have to remember that those who will suffer worst from climate change are those who start with least.

"A two degree change in climate here, would mean a four degree change in Africa. The economic and humanitarian consequences in a continent already suffering the burden of AIDS and malaria are potentially catastrophic.

"We need to understand the impact on Africa and on the world's ability to deliver the Millennium Development Goals and commitments made at other major UN summits.

"Today, I am announcing that DfID and Defra will jointly commission a report on climate change in Africa, which will provide the evidence base to inform international action."

Liberal Democrat Environment spokesman Norman Baker MP said "It is good that the words "sustainable development" are finally crossing Ministers' lips.

"But the suspicion must be that yet more consultation is simply there to give the appearance of activity, while hiding the reality of inaction.

"We already know what the problem is. We had the Sustainable Development Commission Report only last week.

"That report showed up serious failings by the Government, particularly in transport and waste.

"Margaret Beckett should be spending her time rectifying the glaring problems already identified rather than attempting to buy time with more frothy consultations."
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The Nation (Thailand)
April 21, 2004, Wednesday

Mekong atlas uses old information, say critics

BYLINE: The Nation.

BODY:
Mekong atlas uses old information, say critics

The first ever atlas of the Greater Mekong Sub-region was launched in Bangkok last week, but not everyone was happy with the new book.

The publication, developed by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), was criticised by some observers, who claimed it consisted of out-of-date information and failed to include recently-compiled data. 

Some of the data was compiled as far back as 1999, they said.

The atlas, the first of its kind for the sub-region, was launched at the Foreign Correspondents Club of Thailand (FCCT).

The atlas includes country profiles and information on the area?s natural resources, environment, people, development trends and biodiversity. Its six chapters also cover geographical, economic and social profiles, as well as development trends and statistics. The book?s 216 pages include colourful pictures and information about the five countries in the region ? Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Burma and Vietnam ? and China?s Yunnan province.

Once participant said she was glad that the publication highlighted sustainable development as a key to economic growth and poverty reduction in the Mekong countries. But she said the book did not suggest a clear path.

?Is it intended for general readers or academics? Some of the technical presentations were hard to follow,? another observer said.

Kamol Sukin</P>The Nation
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April 20, 2004, Tuesday

Int'l geothermal meeting opens in Kenya

DATELINE: NAIROBI, April 20

BODY:
The Third International Geothermal Conference opened in Kenya on Tuesday to discuss ways on how to harness geothermal energy for economic gains.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, Kenyan Assistant Minister for Energy Mwangi Kiunjuri said that the world is now focusing on geothermy as a resource that can be developed to accelerate industrialization and economic growth which is especially a tool of poverty reduction on the African continent. 

"This is the first time where a strategy for project development and finance of geothermal energy is the primary focus of discussions (in Africa)," said Tom Hamlin, project officer with the United Nations Environment Program's Division of Technology, Industry and Economics.

The two-day meeting has brought over 200 scientists, experts, decisionmakers, financiers and investors from geothermal producing countries from all over the world.

LOAD-DATE: April 21, 2004 
Reuters

US Keen to Rejoin Global Warming Debate
PARIS - The United States wants to rejoin the global warming debate after rejecting the Kyoto protocol but the world's largest polluter is adamant that its lone approach to environmental issues is a success. 

Mike Leavitt, the new head of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of the Bush administration, is meeting this week with environment ministers at an Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) forum in Paris. 

"(I will) make clear that the United States continues to have an interest in success of the OECD and that we want to be full participants in matters relating to the environment," Leavitt told Reuters on Monday ahead of the OECD meeting. 

Relations between the U.S. and most other industrialized countries on environmental issues have deteriorated since President Bush's administration withdrew in 2001 from the Kyoto treaty limiting greenhouse gas emissions saying it was too expensive and unfairly excluded developing nations. 

Leavitt said the Bush administration was maintaining its stance against mandatory rules to reduce its emissions of greenhouse gases represented by the 1997 United Nations protocol. 

"Given the president's and the country's position on Kyoto, I don't have more to add. But we are moving on what I would deem to be an aggressive and deliberate strategy and we are seeing substantial impact and progress and I am optimistic we will see more," Leavitt said. 

He reiterated President Bush's target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions per dollar of gross domestic product (GDP) by 18 percent by 2012 from 2002 levels. This means in practice that if GDP were to grow by more than 18 percent over those 10 years there would be an actual increase in emissions. 

The Kyoto commitment by the U.S., responsible for 36 percent of the world's greenhouse gases, would have been to reduce its emissions by seven percent of 1990 levels by 2012, but these have steadily increased over the last decade. 

But Leavitt said the U.S. has boosted investment in the emissions reduction for this year to $4.3 billion, compared to over $20 billion over the past 13 years. 

The EPA is also implementing five rules that will reduce ozone, haze or fine particles, mercury, sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxide emissions from power plants and diesel pollution from construction, farming and industrial engines. 

"Between these five rules, we have begun the next chapter on the American commitment to clean air, which will be one of the most productive periods of air quality improvement in our nation's history and will make a substantial contribution to clean air worldwide," Leavitt said. 

Leavitt said he will be the first EPA administrator to tackle mercury pollution from the largest unregulated source, coal-fired power plants, which emit mercury through their smokestacks. He defended the EPA, which has been bitterly criticized for relaxing pollution rules to benefit various industries with the attorney-generals of 10 states and 45 U.S. senators asking it to write stronger rules. 

"It's important to clarify some fictions that have crept in ... those critics who say that we don't see mercury as a toxin. The fact is we do and we regulate it as such," Leavitt said. 

"Another fiction is that we are standing back from our previous commitments. The fact is that mercury has never been regulated from power plants before and that we will implement it for the first time in American history and will reduce it by 70 percent, depending on how quickly technology becomes available." 

Story by Marguerita Choy 

Story Date: 21/4/2004 
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Kerry: Bush 'Playing Dirty' on Environment


TAMPA, Fla. - Democratic challenger John Kerry accused President Bush yesterday of "playing dirty" on the environment, a new line of attack on an issue that ranks low among most voters' priorities. 

As two new polls showed Bush's numbers climbing despite several tough weeks in Iraq, controversial testimony from the panel investigating the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks and revelations about the war in two new books, Kerry launched a three-day, three-state campaign swing focusing on the environment. 

"In three short years, this president has put the brakes on 30 years of environmental progress," Kerry told supporters gathered on the sun-splashed shores of Tampa Bay. 

"He thinks that empty slogans like the 'Clear Skies' initiative and the 'Healthy Forest' initiative - that somehow names that would make George Orwell rise up and cheer - that those names will make people forget what is really happening in our country." 

Almost on cue, a dolphin slipped through the water. "There he is over there," Kerry said. "He says, 'help, help, help."' 

A report released by the Kerry campaign claimed that Bush's environmental record had resulted in 21 million more tons of air pollution, 100,00 premature deaths, 112,000 uncleaned toxic waste sites and lakes and streams that were too polluted for fishing or swimming. 

"We all know when it comes to this administration and the environment, they're playing dirty," Kerry said. 

The presumptive Democratic presidential nominee dismissed the argument that a clean environment and a strong economy were mutually exclusive. 

"We don't have to choose between having a job and protecting the environment," he said. "It can go hand-in-hand." 

Bush campaign spokesman Steve Schmidt dismissed Kerry's remarks, say the Democratic candidate's "false attacks on the president's strong environmental record are purely political and ignore the progress that has been made under President Bush." 

NOT A MAJOR POLITICAL CONCERN 

In pressing clean water and clean air issues in Florida yesterday, Louisiana on Wednesday and then marking Earth Day in Texas on Thursday, the four-term Massachusetts senator risks providing ammunition for Republicans to paint him as a liberal, environmental extremist. During the 2000 White House election, Democrat Al Gore, whose political career was built to a great degree on his passion for the environment, did not make it a major part of his campaign. 

Polls show that the economy, health care, the Iraq war and homeland security rank much higher on voters' lists. 

"We need to recognize that being responsible about the environment is not some cuckoo, do-gooder, silly notion that you embrace once a year on Earth Day," Kerry said. "It's important to life itself." 

He offered a plan to keep oceans healthy and beaches safe that included unspecified new protections for the shoreline, targeting toxics that contaminate fisheries and endanger public health, and creating federal-state partnerships to address pollution threats. 

"We are going to do better than this president," Kerry said. "We are going to protect our rivers and our bays and our oceans because we want our children to enjoy them." 

"We don't want them to get sick because George Bush and (Vice President) Dick Cheney think their friends at the energy companies deserve to make a buck at the expense of our kids' health, our kids' future," Kerry said. 

Kerry said he supported oil drilling, but insisted there was no way the United States could drill its way out of dependence on foreign energy from places like Saudi Arabia. 

Story by Patricia Wilson 

Story Date: 21/4/2004 
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CITY'S KEY ROLE IN WORLD TREATY 
11:00 - 20 April 2004 
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The city of Bath is building on its reputation as a leading player on the environmental stage. A conference has been held at Claverton Down to cement the commitment of local organisations to the United Nations's Global Compact - a treaty that encourages signatories to pay more attention to the world in which we live.

And one of the figures behind Bath's role in the compact has met her international counterparts to discuss how countries could achieve a greater movement towards sustainable behaviour.

The Bath conference was held earlier this month at the headquarters of Wessex Water, and was attended by 17 members and potential members of the Bath Global Compact, who explored how the city could progress.

Some of their ideas were to help businesses work together, to ask firms to apply for Global Compact accreditation, and perhaps to encourage the city to produce its own energy.

Delegates included Colin Skellett, chairman and chief executive of the water firm, John Everitt, chief executive of Bath and North East Somerset Council, Carole Bond, sustainable development adviser for Bath-based Carbon Data, and chair of the environmental charity Envolve, and Nicky Rylance, a director of Business West.

The guest speaker was Malcolm McIntosh, a special adviser on Global Compact for the UN, who lives in Bath.

Later Ms Bond attended another event in France to discuss sustainability with representatives of European countries and the US.

Mr Skellett, who chairs the Initiative for B &NES, which administers Global Compact in Bath, said: "The concept of corporate social responsibility is about treating people properly, including staff, customers and suppliers. Global Compact is concerned with actually doing this, rather than just talking about it." 

Mr McIntosh said: "As a resident of this city, I am especially proud that Bath was the first UK city to sign up for an initiative that is all about writing new rules for the 21st century, as well as debating how to minimise some of the negative impacts on our planet.

"No other project brings together so coherently such vital issues as human rights, labour standards and the environment.

"When this started, it was primarily viewed as a way of linking the business world more closely with the UN - and as a means of the UN learning more about market activity.

"We didn't expect cities to join up, but why not?"

Mr Rylance, who sits on the Global Compact UK Forum, said: "These are still early days for the Bath initiative, but we were all most encouraged by the support for the seminar. It was clear that people are keen to engage their own companies in a positive way, and to support the city's overall approach."

Ms Bond said: "The first seminar was a grounding in the principles.

"There is an awful lot of activity going on in Bath. It was to acknowledge that and say: where are we going to go from here?"

Six months ago, Bath was one of only four cities worldwide signed up to the compact, alongside Melbourne, Nuremberg and San Francisco, and it received a letter of confirmation from the UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan.

As a member, it pledges to drive a development programme addressing nine core principles concerning the environment, human rights and labour.

In addition to the support of B &NES, groups that have signed up include Business West, Rotork plc, Wessex Water and Zenith International Ltd. 

The latest organisation to join is The Consortium, a Trowbridge- based procurement and fulfilment company, employing 220 people.

Supply chain director Mark Barnett said: "We already operated a sustainable development strategy within the business, but this really pulls together many of our ideas in a dynamic new way."

For more information, see www.unglobalcompact.org . 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Goldman Environmental Awards Celebrate Grassroots Action 

SAN FRANCISCO, California, April 20, 2004 (ENS) - Seven environmental activists from across the world who have led important grassroots efforts to protect the environment and public health were honored Monday in San Francisco with the 14th annual Goldman Environmental Prize. The award winners include Margie Eugene-Richard, a former middle school teacher who fought for environmental justice from Shell Chemical in her hometown of Norco, Louisiana, and who is the first African-American to receive the prestigious prize. 

The awards are given annually to grassroots environmentalists from six geographic areas: Africa, Asia, Europe, Islands and Island Nations, North America, and South and Central America. A $125,000 prize is awarded to each areas. 

The Goldman Environmental Prize is the largest of its kind and is considered by many to be the "Nobel Prize for the Environment." 

Richard, this year's North American winner, grew up only 25 feet away from the fence line of a massive Shell Chemical plant that releases more than two million pounds of toxic chemicals into the air each year. 

Four generations of her family have lived in the Old Diamond neighborhood of Norco, Louisiana, located within the area called Cancer Alley. [image: image6.jpg]



2004 Goldman Prize Winners: Rear, from left: Margie Eugene-Richard, Manana Kochladze, Richard Goldman, Demetrio de Carvalho, Libia Grueso. Front: Champa Devi Shukla, Rashida Bee. (Not pictured: Rudolf Amenga-Etego). (Photo courtesy Goldman Environmental Prize)
High rates of cancer, birth defects and other serious health ailments plague the town's 1,500 predominantly African-American residents. 

For more than 13 years, Richard led a community campaign that demanded fair and just resettlement costs from Shell for her family and neighbors too impoverished to relocate to a safe area. 

In 2002, the 62 year old Richard helped broker an agreement by Shell to cover relocation costs for Old Diamond's residents - the first community relocation victory of its kind in the Deep South of the United States. 

The oil and chemical giant also agreed to reduce emissions at the Norco plant by 30 percent. 

Richard was joined Monday by two grassroots activists - Rashida Bee and Champa Devi Shukla - from Bhopal, India, who share the prize for Asia for their efforts to hold Union Carbide and its new owner Dow Chemical accountable for the 1984 gas disaster that has claimed more than 20,000 lives to date. 

Billed as the world's worst industrial disaster, the Bhopal tragedy injured 500,000 people, and survivors and their children are impoverished and continue to suffer drastic long term effects in the absence of economic rehabilitation measures and appropriate medical care. 

The 46 year old Bee and 52 year old Shukla organized the first global hunger strike to draw international attention to Union Carbide's deadly legacy and have traveled the world to protest at Dow shareholder meetings. 

The duo are plaintiffs, and a driving force, in a class action suit demanding a clean up of the noxious factory site and damages to cover medical monitoring and costs incurred from years of soil and water contamination. 

This year's winner from Africa is public interest lawyer Rudolf Amenga-Etego. 

The 40 year old from Ghana, the founder and campaign coordinator for the National Coalition Against the Privatization of Water, has gained international recognition for suspending a major water privatization project backed by the World Bank. He carried out this action as 

[image: image7.jpg]


2004 Goldman Prize Winner Rudolf Amenga-Etego. (Photo by David Wendlinger courtesy Goldman Environmental Prize)
In 2001 the Ghanaian government, which owes a large debt to the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), raised water rates by 95 percent to help pay off this debt. Today, many Ghanaians spend 10 to 20 percent of their income on drinking water, forcing poor urban families to take their children out of school to help cover costs. Three out of four Ghanaians live in poverty and nearly 70 percent have no access to clean, piped water — a crisis that has been linked to 70 percent of all disease in the country, including typhoid, cholera and guinea worm. 

The World Bank and IMF have offered to loan Ghana $400 million to rebuild the publicly owned and controlled water system, but to get the money, the government must sell the water at full market rates, and abandon its practice of making wealthy and industrial customers subsidize the cost of water to poor communities. The water must be sold at full market rates. 

To fight the threat of water privatization, Amenga-Etego is leading a campaign to make safe, affordable drinking water accessible to all Ghanaians by 2010. His strategy has involved community Right to Water protest rallies as well as public forums that have compelled World Bank officials to confront and debate their critics. 

Colombian social worker and activist Libia Grueso has been awarded the Goldman prize for South and Central America for her work in securing more than 5.9 million acres in territorial rights for the country's black rural communities, including those in Colombia's Pacific rainforest. 

Grueso, a co-founder of the Process of Black Communities (PCN), is working to protect Colombia's Pacific Coast region. Today, up to 200,000 acres of Pacific rainforest are being destroyed each year by industrial gold mining in an area already devastated by heavy logging. 

The power struggle over the coast’s resources has resulted in the displacement of more than one million Afro-Colombians. In some cases, entire villages that have found themselves in the line of fire between government forces and armed outlaws in dispute over territory, agricultural and mineral profits and control of illicit crops. 

Libia Grueso in foreground, right, during a site visit along the Yurumangui River with board members of the Danish foundation S. (Photo courtesy PCN/Solstice Foundation)
Today, Grueso and 120 organizations that constitute the PCN are pressuring the Colombian government to take a stronger stand for sustainable development and against measures and militaristic organizations that exacerbate armed conflict. 

While in the United States to accept the Goldman Prize, Grueso plans to visit Capitol Hill again to express criticism of the Bush administration’s proposed $618 million in support of Colombia mostly in military aid. She is also critical of the U.S. backed counter drug measure of toxic herbicide fumigation for Colombia and six of its neighbors to eradicate coca. 

“Grueso and the PCN have been the most effective in putting into practice an innovative vision and strategy for sustainable development based on the marriage of ecology and culture,” said Enrique Leff Zimmerman, coordinator of the Environmental Training Network for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Environment Programme. 

The European winner of the 2004 Goldman Environmental Prize is Manana Kochladze, a 32 year old from Tbilisi, Georgia. ds in Georgia’s recent history. 

Kochladze's has battled plans by an international consortium to construct a $3 billion project that would establish the largest oil pipeline in the world, the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline. 

The route would run through the pristine Borjomi mountain gorge, a source of Georgia’s tourism dollars and the source of its culturally and commercially prized mineral water. 

Her tenacity in the face of widespread government corruption and multinational industry interests has won critical concessions to protect local villagers and the environment and has forced an examination of the project's environmental and health impact. 

The 2004 winner from Asia, Demetrio do Amaral de Carvalho, is considered a founding father and environmental hero of East Timor, the world's newest nation. 

Demetrio do Amaral de Carvalho of East Timor displays his Goldman Environmental Prize. (Photo courtesy Goldman Foundation)
A former resistance leader during the Indonesian occupation, the 37 year old de Carvalho is credited for spearheading the inclusion of environmental justice tenets in East Timor's constitution. He is now the head of the first and only environmental nongovernmental organization in East Timor. 

“It’s not just that Demetrio is heading an environmental group, Haburas is the leading group that has a handle on all of the major development and environmental issues facing East Timor,” says Tim Anderson, a professor of political economy at the University of Sydney who worked with de Carvalho during the country’s transition to independence. 

“Demetrio is the one steering the country in a direction of true sustainable development," said Anderson. "He is one of the new leaders of East Timor.” 

This is the 15th year for the Goldman Environmental Prize, which was created in 1990 by civic leaders and philanthropists Richard Goldman and his late wife, Rhoda Goldman. 

"More than 100 prize recipients from 61 countries have made the Prize representative of the growing environmental movement," said Richard Goldman. "We appreciate the sacrifices they make for all of us in order to gain understanding of the myriad of environmental issues facing us today." 

A survey of past recipients reveals that their combined work has positively affected an estimated 102 million people worldwide. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

21 April 2004

General environment news

Those Plastic Vessels Could Poison the Water You Drink

The Nation (Nairobi): Reusing of water bottles and chemical plastic containers for food and water storage is a common practice among Kenyans. But experts warn that this could be dangerous to health, writes BERNADETTE MURGOR. A common practice among Kenyans is to reuse empty plastic or metal pesticide or chemical containers as storage for fuel, food and even water. The beauty about these containers is that they provide easier, cheaper and convenient means for storage of food and water. However, some of these containers previously carried pesticides and other chemicals that are dangerous to human health. When buying such vessels it is important to differentiate between those that contained these substances and those that do not. It is also important to read the labels, which show how the containers should be handled. "The problem here is that it is usually impossible to remove all traces of chemicals from the containers," says Mr. David Kuria, a programme manager in Intermediate Technology Development Group (ITDG). And because of this they become a source of poison. The chief government chemist, Dr KipKerich Koskei, advises use of only those containers that have been specified as food and water storage material. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404191038.html
WWF boosts Kenya's conservation efforts 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) in conjunction with a Kenyan-based environmental group will spend about US$100,000 in afforestation and re-forestation programmes in the country's southern plains, famous for abundant flora and fauna. Areas earmarked are the sprawling and world famous Maasai Mara natural reserve and the Mau catchment area in Narok district bordering Tanzania, according to Doris Ombara, the head of the local NGO, the Mara River Basin Project. She told PANA Tuesday the campaign was aimed at conserving and protecting the Mara River -- a source of life to wild animals both in Maasai Mara (Kenya) and Serengeti (Tanzania) national reserves. "We aim at conserving and protecting the Mara river basin and consequently the Maasai Mara game reserve and other adjacent animal sanctuaries, whose survival is now threatened by wanton destruction of the Mau forest," Ombara said. She disclosed that the NGO had imported sufficient quality tree seedlings from Australia for the project.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng039157&dte=20/04/2004
Stakeholders mobilize to halt pollution on Lake Victoria 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - In an initiative dubbed the "Uhai  (Kiswahili for Life) Lake Forum," several organizations working with riparian fishing communities have mobilized to halt pollution and excessive exploitation now degrading Lake Victoria's biodiversity. The Forum is also demanding a say in ongoing discussions on the Nile Basin Treaty, which seeks to regulate the use of Lake Victoria's resources. The initiative also incorporates research organizations such as the Lake Victoria Environmental Programme (LVEMP) and the Kenya Agricultural Research institute (KARI), which provide technical and logistical support to conservation efforts. Welcoming the concerted approach, LVEMP field coordinator Stephen Njoka recalled Monday that "previous efforts targeted at conservancy were merely 'hit and miss' techniques, as all the players were working independently without any knowledge of what the other was doing." He said the Forum would work closely with Kenya's National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA) to prosecute companies polluting the water mass in the Lake Victoria basin.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng038911&dte=20/04/2004
Transfrontier Park Initiative Still On Track

The Herald (Harare): DESPITE the many challenges facing the implementation of the proposed Great Limpopo Transfrontier Park (GLTP), the initiative is still on track and providing a good learning curve for Zimbabwe as it seeks to support villagers living near the massive park. Addressing guests at the launch of a World Conservation Union documentary titled "From the Shade into the Sun" last week, the Secretary for Environment and Tourism, Mrs. Margaret Sangarwe, said Zimbabwe was yet to realize the full benefits of this unique experience. Mrs. Sangarwe said transboundary natural resources management initiatives like the GLTP were full of controversies because their science, economics, politics, cultural dynamics and practices were highly contested and complex affairs. "Part of the complexity is caused by the multiplicity of interests in stakeholders. This documentary explores some of the interests and contestations of TBNRM (transboundary natural resources management) in the GLTP," said Mrs. Sangarwe. Although the governments of Zimbabwe, Mozambique and South Africa and other stakeholders were fully behind the massive 100 000 square kilometre game park, wrangles among the three states and villagers living around the park threatened its speedy implementation.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404190655.html
Defaulting Forestry Companies Sanctioned

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé): The heavy axe of discipline yesterday fell on close to 50 forest exploitation companies following their inability to toe the line of the law. A decision signed by the Minister of the Environment and Forestry, Chief Tanyi Mbianyor Clarkson Oben, imputes defaulters in the sector obliging them to pay heavy amounts of money as prescribed by the law. The defaulters have been accused of non respect of exploitation norms, false declarations in exploitation registers, non payment of tax for unauthorized entry into exploitation factory, non respect of logging boundary, non respect of exploitation limits, and non presentation of documents on the transformation of Timber Forest products among others. Sanctions range from CFA 500,000 to CFA 2.5 billion. The heaviest sanction has been levied on the Hazim company, which has to cough out CFA 2.5 billion into the forestry fund. This particular company has been accused of exploiting non-authorized forest. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404200544.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROAP Media Update – 21 April 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

ADB and UNEP launch GMS Atlas

President Chino and Surendra Shrestha, United Nations Environment Programme Regional Director and Representative for Asia and the Pacific, yesterday launched the GMS Atlas of the Environment in the auditorium with ambassadors from the six GMS countries, GMS national coordinators, press, ADB staff, and other guests in attendance. "The Atlas is a landmark product of cooperation and shared concern for the environment in the Greater Mekong Subregion, by its six countries, UNEP and ADB," President Chino said in his words. A press conference followed the launch. NARO and UNEP co-hosted the North American launch at the National Press Club in Washington, DC. The GMS Atlas is on sale at the PIC at a 50% discount for staff at $15 (P825) for the softbound edition; $25 (P1,375) for the hardbound version; and $10 (P550) for the CD-ROM. Read the news release. Jacques Ferreira, 6138; Fred Basa, 5894
http://www.adb.org/Documents/News/2004/pr2004002.asp 
Environment atlas warns of poverty - Six governments urged to take note

Bangkok Post, April 21, 2004 – (Kultida Samabuddhi) - Rural people in the six countries of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) are likely to face harsher poverty in the near future due to rapid degradation of natural resources in the region, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) have warned.

…The UNEP’s Asia-Pacific regional information officer Tim Higham urged the six governments to use the information to formulate better environmental management policies.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/21Apr2004_news21.php 

Mekong atlas uses old information, say critics 
The Nation (Bangkok) Published on Apr 21, 2004 (Kamol Sutin) - The first ever atlas of the Greater Mekong Sub-region was launched in Bangkok last week, but not everyone was happy with the new book. 
The publication, developed by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep), was criticised by some observers, who claimed it consisted of out-of-date information and failed to include recently-compiled data. 
http://nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=3&id=112206&usrsess=1 
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan recommends proposed UN mission to Haiti begin sending troops in May

*
Iraq Oil-for-Food inquiry panel could be announced Wednesday – UN spokesman

*
Sudan: UN human rights fact-finding mission allowed to visit Darfur

*
UN official says leaders have chance to remove landmines ‘once and for all’

*
Progress made in closing files on Kuwaitis missing in Iraq – UN report

*
UN expert concerned by extrajudicial execution of Hamas leader Rantissi

*
Disarmament begins at Liberia’s second city Buchanan – UN mission


*
Funds flow in for emergency UN refugee work in Liberia, but more still needed


*
Citing security concerns, UN refugee agency to close 13 Afghan border camps 

*
Asian States set to begin signing deal on continental highway network – UN

*
UN rights commission to appoint expert on human trafficking

*
Contradictory laws undermine children’s right to education – UN report

*
Expert meeting at UN aims to encourage more accurate use of place names

*
Bush niece helps launch UN food agency’s student website against hunger

* * * *

Haiti

20 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has proposed sending United Nations military and police forces to Haiti’s capital, Port-au-Prince, beginning in the latter half of May as the vanguard of an 8,300-strong United Nations stabilization mission that will take over from the United States-led multilateral interim force (MIF) on 1 June.

“The phased relief of MIF forces in Port-au-Prince and other locations must be carefully coordinated and planned jointly between the MIF and United Nations Force headquarters; this will be followed by the deployment of additional troops to implement the broader range of tasks to be implemented by the United Nations force,” he says in a new report to the Security Council on Haiti and a future UN peacekeeping mission.

The Secretary-General says the multidimensional UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) will consist of 6,700 troops, 1,600 civilian police and additional international and local civilian staff, and have an initial mandate of 24 months.

Mr. Annan notes, however, that the situation in the Caribbean country, caught in a cycle of violence and impunity, looks more daunting now than it did when the UN sent earlier assistance missions to the Caribbean country, though positive changes can come about, based on transparency and consensus.

The UN, for its part, previously “failed to develop necessary sustainable partnerships with the Haitian society at all levels,” resulting in increased Haitian alienation, he says.

“Financial aid did not bear fruit to the extent expected because it was at times ill-targeted and did not take into account the deficiencies in local absorptive capacity,” Mr. Annan says.

These experiences have been taken into account in making the latest recommendations, which have been shared with the Haitian authorities, he says.

“The international community should seek to strike the right balance between Haitian ownership, on the one side, and accountability for results, on the other,” Mr. Annan says. “The international community should ensure that Haitian leaders have participated fully in the design of such assistance and assume responsibility for its implementation.”

While welcoming the recent Consensus on the Political Transition Pact that allows Haitian sectoral leaders to design a way forward in this transitional period, he notes, “However, this pact did not include all major political movements, as it could have.”

Prime Minister Gérard Latortue signed the Pact on 4 April on behalf of the 13-member transitional cabinet, as well as by the seven-member council of eminent persons, the leaders of civil society organizations and the representatives of political groups, “with the notable exception of Fanmi Lavalas,” Mr. Annan notes.

Fanmi Lavalas is the political party of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who was forced to leave the country on 29 February by the armed insurgency. The report shows that the group has objected to several developments since Mr. Aristide left and the United States-led MIF took up peacekeeping duties, but it is a member of the provisional electoral council.

Most Haitian stakeholders have agreed that municipal, parliamentary and presidential elections will be held before the end of 2005, with an elected President to be sworn in on 7 February 2006, the report says.

The reasons why Haitian authorities have been unable to redress human rights abuses effectively include the weakness of State institutions guaranteeing human rights and the lack of financial resources to pay compensation to victims, the report says.

A National Commission on Truth and Justice, established by Mr. Aristide in 1995, received 6,000 complaints about the 1991-1994 military regime, the report says. The commission’s recommendations in 1996 for institutional reform and reparations for victims, including rape victims who had been given HIV/AIDS, could not be carried out, however, due to lack of funds.

“Without putting an end to impunity, no genuine reconciliation or sustainable social peace can be attained,” Mr. Annan says, urging the international community to support capacity building in such areas as justice, human rights economic development and humanitarian aid.

* * *

Iraq panel

20 April – An official announcement that Secretary-General Kofi Annan will set up an independent inquiry to look into allegations of corruption in the United Nations Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq is expected on Wednesday, his spokesman confirmed today.

Asked about the official announcement of the Oil-for-Food Independent Inquiry, Fred Eckhard said letters of appointment for the members were going to go out today or tomorrow.

Last week, the UN confirmed, again in response to press questions, that three persons had been identified to serve on the panel: Paul Volcker, former head of the United States Federal Reserve Bank; Mark Pieth of Switzerland, an expert on money-laundering in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD); and Richard Goldstone of South Africa, former Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

Today, Security Council members were scheduled to discuss a draft resolution welcoming the inquiry.

* * *

Sudan

20 April – The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) announced today that its fact-finding mission has been given permission to travel to the troubled Darfur region of western Sudan, where a senior UN official has said there has been an ethnic cleansing campaign against the local black African population.

The five-person mission team from the OHCHR is expected to travel to Darfur – and to the Sudanese capital, Khartoum – within the next few days after the Sudanese Government gave the go-ahead, a UN spokesman said today.

Earlier this month the team spent nine days in neighbouring Chad, interviewing refugees who had escaped the civil conflict engulfing Darfur since early last year.

As many as 110,000 people are estimated to have fled to Chad after fighting broke out between the Sudanese Government, allied militias and rebel groups in the massive and remote Darfur region in the west of Africa’s largest nation.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) estimates that the number of Sudanese who are internally displaced within Darfur has swelled to one million, increasing pressure on aid agencies as their relief supplies dwindle.

In a statement issued today OCHA said all funds donated for relief efforts in Darfur have been used up, and it will have to revise its appeal well beyond the $115 million it requested recently.

OCHA staff said they were particularly concerned by the lack of shelter materials, as well as shortages of clean drinking water and overcrowding in camps for internally displaced people.

After briefing the Security Council on 2 April, Jan Egeland, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, told reporters that Arab Janjaweed militia groups were conducting a coordinated, “scorched earth” policy against local black Africans.

Mr. Egeland said there were frequent and credible reports of atrocities, including killings and the deliberate destruction of towns, villages, schools, wells and food supplies. He said those targeted were mainly from the Fur, Zaghawas and Massalit ethnic communities.

* * *

Landmines

20 April – Urging the world’s leaders to seize the opportunity to remove landmines forever, the head of the United Nations anti-mine service said today that countries must use a major conference later this year to map out the strategy towards reaching that target.

Five years after the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction – known as the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention – came into force, a conference to be held in Nairobi from 29 November to 3 December will review its performance.

So far 141 countries have agreed to adhere to the pact, which forbids the production and sale of landmines, and works towards reducing existing stockpiles.

Martin Barber, Director of the UN Mine Action Service, told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York that “tremendous progress” has been made in the battle against landmines since 1999.

The number of new victims of landmines – killed or injured – has dropped from about 26,000 per year to between 15,000 and 20,000; the number of States officially trading in landmines has fallen from 34 to zero; and the number of States where mines are used has dropped from 19 in 1997 to no more than five today. Mr. Barber added that stockpiles of at least 30 million mines have also been destroyed.

“Let’s get rid of this weapon once and for all,” he said. “We can consign the anti-personnel landmine to the dustbin of history. It’s an anomalous weapon. It should be eliminated.”

Mr. Barber said the language of the treaty is unlikely to come up for review at the Nairobi conference, but delegates from governments and civil society are likely to chart their strategies and targets for the next five years.

He said universalizing the treaty remains a key goal, as well as continuing to assist victims of mines and working towards clearing areas and returning them to agricultural use.

Last week Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a statement, after meeting with Ambassador Wolfgang Petritsch of Austria, the president-designate of the Nairobi conference, that the UN system would do its utmost to help in the goal of universalizing the anti-landmine treaty.

* * *

Iraq/Kuwait

20 April – While over 200 cases remain unresolved, appreciable progress has been made in identifying the remains of Kuwaiti prisoners of war as well as the nationals of other countries who have been missing since the 1990 invasion by Iraq, according to a United Nations report released today.

A total of 92 files have been closed, Secretary-General Kofi Annan writes in a report to the Security Council, although 240 sets of mortal remains had been brought to Kuwait for identification.

Reiterating his condemnation of the executions by the former Iraqi regime, Mr. Annan says, “The perpetrators of those despicable crimes should be brought to justice.”

Exhumation operations in Iraq have been hampered by insecurity there, the report states. In one instance, a Kuwaiti technical team was attacked on the road near Karbala.

Meanwhile, Mr. Annan’s High-level Coordinator, Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov, continues to consult with those concerned in a bid to bring closure to the issue. The Secretary-General recommends that the Council extend Mr. Vorontsov’s mandate to continue this work.

He also stresses the need for the Coordinator to travel to Baghdad to establish contacts with the new Iraqi authorities and confer with members of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA). So far, logistical constraints have forestalled a visit.

* * *

Middle East

20 April – Joining the chorus of condemnation over the assassination of Hamas leader Abdelaziz Rantissi, the United Nations expert on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions today called on Israel to stop using such tactics in accordance with international law.

Special Rapporteur Asma Jahangir issued a statement saying she was concerned at Saturday’s extrajudicial execution of Dr. Rantissi, in which two other civilians were also killed and several other passers-by injured, only 26 days after the Israeli military had killed another Hamas leader, Sheik Ahmed Yassin in the Middle East.

Ms. Jahangir reiterated her conviction that “aerial bombings or ‘targeted assassinations’ against civilian populations will only lead to escalating violence” and called on the Israeli forces “to immediately end this unacceptable practice so as to comply with international human rights standards.”

* * *

Liberia

20 April – Former combatants of the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) lined up in an orderly manner to hand over their weapons as the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) launched a disarmament programme today in the West African country’s second city of Buchanan, the UN spokesman said.

An earlier disarmament programme at Gbargna continued for ex-fighters of the Liberians United for Democracy and Freedom (LURD) movement, spokesman Fred Eckhard said at the daily press briefing.

Some 1,300 Liberian ex-combatants have been disarmed and demobilized since 15 April, he said.

* * *

Liberia


20 April – Following an urgent appeal last week for more funds to prepare for the return of an estimated 150,000 Liberian war refugees this year, the United Nations refugee agency announced today that it had received an additional $11 million from the United States but was still $25 million short of its goal. 


The arrival of thousands of spontaneous returnees, after a peace accord last year ended Liberia’s almost 15 years of civil war, has temporarily slowed, “but we expect it to rise again next week following food distribution in the camps in (neighbouring) Sierra Leone,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva.

Refugees tend to wait for the food distribution in Sierra Leone before making the return trip to Liberia, he added. UNHCR has so far helped 1,600 refugees with transport from the border to Monrovia, the Liberian capital, where a way station and a camp hold about 6,000 returnees who cannot go back to their home areas due to security concerns. 

The agency reported last week that it had received only $3 million of the $39.2 million it had sought for Liberia for 2004, as well as only $3 million of the $8.8 million needed for preparatory work in Sudan, where a potential peace accord in the two-decades old war between the government and southern rebels is expected to lead to a flood of more than half a million returnees.

No additional funds have so far been received for Sudan. “Although repatriation is not yet a reality in Sudan, we have deployed an emergency team in the south to prepare the ground, vehicles, trucks and telecom equipment, and pre-positioned relief material for 40,000 people,” Mr. Redmond said.

“All this needs to be funded if we want to be ready once the situation stabilizes and conditions are right for the return of some 600,000 Sudanese refugees from eight neighbouring countries,” he added.

* * *

Afghanistan


20 April – Citing security concerns in the Afghan-Pakistani border area and improved economic opportunities in Afghanistan, the United Nations refugee agency will close 13 camps by September and encourage their 200,000 Afghan residents to return home.


“We have to be more assertive, more clear on the need to end, close down certain camps,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers told a news conference in the Pakistani capital of Islamabad yesterday at the end of a nine-day tour of the region. Mr. Lubbers left for Geneva today after also visiting Afghanistan and Iran.


The 13 affected sites are the so-called “new” camps set up set up near the border inside Pakistan to receive people fleeing the war in Afghanistan after the 11 September, 2001, attacks on the United States.


Mr. Lubbers said there was a danger forces opposed to the current government in Afghanistan, both from the ousted Taliban regime and the al Qaida terror organization, could find sanctuary and recruit people from the border camps.

“We think it’s really not good to continue the situation there, it’s not good for the people who are living there, it’s not good for Pakistan, it’s not good for Afghanistan,” he said.


There are up to another 1 million Afghans, who fled during 25 years of civil conflict, now living in some 200 “old” camps in Pakistan. Unknown numbers are living elsewhere in Pakistan, for example in urban areas.

Nearly 2 million Afghans have returned from Pakistan since UNHCR started its voluntary repatriation programme in March 2002. This includes some 60,000 who have gone back in the last seven weeks. Returnees receive a travel grant ranging from $3 to $30 depending on their final destination, and an extra $8 instead of food and other assistance provided in previous years.

In all, UNHCR expects about a million Afghans to return home this year, mostly from Pakistan and Iran, but also thousands residing in other states, as well as up to 100,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

* * *

Asian highway


20 April – Asian countries are set to sign an agreement at a United Nations meeting next week in Shanghai that will set up a 140,000-kilometre network of roads linking St. Petersburg to Singapore and Seoul to Istanbul that supporters hope will spur economic development across the continent. 


The Asian Highway Agreement will enter into force 90 days after eight countries have signed – organizers of next week’s meeting of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), which starts Monday, expect that about 20 countries will sign up at Shanghai during the three-day gathering. 


Last November the 32 countries participating in the Asian Highway network agreed in principle to the inter-governmental agreement, but each country still has to individually approve it. 

The agreement is necessary partly to determine the details of the network, from their precise routes to ensuring that each one of the 55 approved routes meet standards and that signs are regularized.

ESCAP said it anticipates that Asia’s landlocked countries, including Bhutan, Laos, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Nepal and Uzbekistan, will benefit most from the new roads by gaining better access to ports.

ESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su said earlier this month the highway network should improve communication and understanding between peoples separated by mountains, deserts, water and disparate cultures and political traditions.

“The same way it has happened in Europe, because of their road and rail links,” Mr. Kim said, referring to the 1975 move by the UN Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) to establish a similar highway network.

The ESCAP meeting in Shanghai will also play host to the first-ever Asia-Pacific Forum, starting this Saturday and running for three days. The forum is expected to attract about 300 business executives from the region and will focus on partnerships between the public and private sectors.

* * *

Trafficking

20 April – With the numbers of women and children coerced into smugglers’ networks reaching into the hundreds of thousands per year, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights has voted to appoint a Special Rapporteur on trafficking in human beings to focus on protecting the rights of actual and potential victims.

During the three-year assignment, the Special Rapporteur would present an annual report to the Commission, starting with its next session in 2005, the panel said yesterday as it approved measures on economic, social and cultural rights.

A protocol preventing, suppressing and punishing global trafficking in human beings entered into force on 25 December 2003, as a supplement to the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, according to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

“Traffickers recruit victims through fake advertisements, mail-order-bride catalogues and casual acquaintances,” UNODC noted. “Upon arrival at their destinations, victims are placed in conditions controlled by traffickers while they are exploited to earn illicit revenues.”

The Geneva-based Commission, in a separate resolution, called on governments to criminalize human trafficking, wherever that was still necessary, and offer victims of such exploitation the possibility of recovering damages for their suffering.

Legal systems should not prosecute victims for illegally entering and living in the countries where the smugglers had left them, however, it said.

“Economic and sexual slavery is a highly lucrative global industry controlled by powerful criminal organizations, such as the Yakuza, the Triads and the Mafia,” UNODC said. “These groups amass an estimated $7 billion a year while making use of electronic technology to expand their networks in both developed and developing nations.”

The Commission said Governments should take steps to prevent human trafficking by encouraging the private sector, especially tourism industries and Internet providers, to develop codes of good conduct and strengthen self-regulation.

In this regard, it said, Governments should also actively “combat use of the Internet to facilitate trafficking in persons” and address the root causes of trafficking of human beings, especially of women and children.

* * *

UNESCO

20 April – The right of children to education is being seriously undermined in dozens of countries by contradictory laws that allow them to work, be married or held criminally responsible at an age when they are legally bound to be in school, according to a new United Nations report launched today.

“The goals of universal education and elimination of child labour are inextricably linked,” says the report, “At what age…are children employed, married and taken to court?”

“In the same country it is not rare to find that children are legally obliged to go to school until they are 14 or 15 years old but that a different law allows them to work at an earlier age or to be married at the age of 12 or to be criminally responsible from the age of seven,” the report’s author, Angela Melchiorre, concludes.

The study was launched in Geneva on the occasion of Education for All Week by the International Bureau of Education of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Right to Education Project, which includes a network of contributors from Brazil to New Zealand headed by UN Commission on Human Rights Special Rapporteur Katarina Tomasevski.

“Free and compulsory education of good quality secured until the minimum age for entry to employment is a critical factor in the struggle against economic exploitation of children, while child labour is a fundamental obstacle to the development and implementation of compulsory education strategies,” the report states.

It found that there is no compulsory education in at least 25 countries, 10 of them in sub-Saharan Africa, six in East Asia and the Pacific, four in the Arab States, three in South and West Asia and two in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Only 45 of 158 nations surveyed have equalized the school-leaving age and the minimum age for employment. In 36 countries, children can be employed full-time while they are still obliged to be in full-time education. At the other end of the scale, children in another 21 countries must wait at least a year, and sometimes three after completing compulsory education, before they can legally work.

There is no minimum age for marriage in 38 countries, 15 of which are in sub-Saharan Africa, seven in East Asia and the Pacific, six in Latin America and the Caribbean, four in South and West Asia, four in the Arab States and two in North America and Western Europe. In another 44, girls can marry at a younger age than boys. In addition, in many parts of the world, once girls marry they are considered to have attained majority, which means they may lose the protection offered by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

* * *

Geography

20 April – Some 150 experts, representing 22 linguistic or geographical divisions around the world, gathered today at United Nations Headquarters in New York to encourage the development of more consistency and accuracy in the use of place names, especially on maps and in gazetteers.

The UN Group of Experts on Geographical Names will meet for 10 days, during which they are expected to discuss and propose steps to standardize written forms of geographical names. This will include measures on how to Romanize place names being converted from languages that use non-Roman script.


William De Vries, Officer-in-Charge of the UN Statistics Division, said the last conference of experts on the issue, held in 2002 in Berlin, agreed to a set of recommendations that stressed that standardized place names form “part of a nation’s cultural and historical heritage.”


Mr. De Vries said consistent geographical names, especially when disseminated widely, helped the development of cartography, urban and regional planning, peacekeeping, tourism and commerce. They also strengthened the preservation of cultural heritage.


In a statement, the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) said consistent and accurate place names promote more effective communication worldwide.

* * *

Hunger

20 April – Describing the chronic hunger faced by more than 800 million people as “the most important humanitarian crisis in the world today,” one of the globe’s more famous students, Lauren Bush, today helped launch a campaign by the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) to encourage students to participate more in the fight against hunger.

Ms. Bush, a niece of United States President George W. Bush, has been named honorary spokesperson for WFP’s student campaign against hunger which, together with malnutrition, kills more people every year than AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis combined.

At UN Headquarters in New York, Ms. Bush launched a website – www.WarOnHunger.org – designed to give students up-to-date information on global hunger and suggested initiatives, such as letter-writing appeals or fundraising events.

The site is run by Friends of the WFP, set up to support the work of the UN humanitarian agency, which last year gave food to more than 100 million people worldwide.

WFP has labelled the global hunger issue as a “silent emergency,” with statistics showing that, on average, somewhere in the world a child dies every five seconds from hunger.

Ms. Bush, a 19-year-old student at Princeton University in the US, said her interest in the issue of global hunger had accelerated since a recent three-day fact-finding trip with WFP workers to Guatemala. She said she plans to make future trips to Africa to further spotlight the problem.

Ms. Bush also encouraged students to join WFP’s “19-cents-a-day” scheme, so-called because it marks the average cost of feeding a child in school in a developing countries. “For just $34 – the cost of two CDs – we can change a child’s life for an entire school year,” she said.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
With me at the podium here is Martin Barber, the Director of the UN Mine Action Service, and we’ll be saying a little bit more about what he will be talking to you about in a few minutes.

**Security Council
On the Security Council, the Council was holding consultations this morning on the issue of the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

And then, under other matters, the Council is expected to hear a briefing on the latest developments in Kosovo.

And then at 3 p.m., they will have consultations on Cyprus.

Following discussions amongst Council members yesterday, a resolution welcoming the appointment of the “oil-for-food” programme inquiry “went into blue”, as we say -- meaning it is ready to be voted –- and members are expected to discuss it under other matters today.

**Kosovo Statement
Yesterday afternoon, we put out a statement expressing the Secretary-General’s deep sadness at the loss of life of two UNMIK Correctional Officers from the United States, Kim Bigley and Lynn Williams, in an attack by a Jordanian UNMIK police officer on Saturday.

The Secretary-General conveyed his profound and heartfelt sympathy at these tragic deaths, and also expressed his concern at the injuries to another 10 US Correctional Officers, some of whom are in critical condition, and one Austrian Civilian Police Officer, during the same incident.  He wishes all these officers a swift and full recovery.

**Haiti – SG’s Report
The Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on Haiti is out today.  In it, the Secretary-General recommends the establishment of a multidimensional operation, to be known as the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti, for an initial period of 24 months.  He recommends that this mission should consist of up to 6,700 troops, as well as more than 1,600 Civilian Police and the required number of international and local civilian staff.

The Secretary-General calls for a partnership, first and foremost with the Haitian people, with important regional partners such as the Organization of American States and the Caribbean Community, as well as with other international actors, including within the UN system.  He stresses that this effort will need the sustained attention of all of its partners, especially the Haitian authorities and the Haitian people, if it is to be successful.

**Iraq Report
On Iraq, appreciable progress has been made since last December in closing the files of Kuwaiti prisoners of war and third country nationals held in Iraq, so reports the Secretary-General to the Security Council.

The Secretary-General writes that resolved cases have increased to 92 and more than 200 files are pending identification.

The Secretary-General calls on the Council to extend the mandate of the high-level coordinator, Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov, as a way to bring to closure this humanitarian issue.

He also stresses the need for Ambassador Vorontsov to travel to Baghdad to discuss these issues with the new Iraqi authorities.  The full report is available on the racks.

**Cyprus
On Cyprus, Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser for Cyprus, is just about to give a press conference in Nicosia.  And we will have his opening transcript, that is, the transcript of his opening remarks, available shortly.  And that will be followed later by a full transcript of the questions and answers.

**Sudan
On the Sudan, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva announced that the Sudanese authorities have granted permission for a UN human rights fact-finding team to visit Khartoum and the Darfur region.

On the humanitarian side, as the estimated number of internally displaced persons in Sudan’s Darfur region has risen to 1 million, shortfalls of shelter, clean water, food and health-care supplies are compounding the humanitarian situation there.  All funds contributed for relief efforts in Darfur so far have already been exhausted.  We have a press release on that.

**Liberia
On Liberia, the disarmament programme started smoothly this morning in the Liberian city of Buchanan for MODEL ex-combatants, who turned out in an orderly and peaceful manner, according to the UN Mission there.

The exercise, meanwhile, continues at Gbarnga for ex-combatants of the LURD faction.

So far, 1,300 ex-fighters have been disarmed and demobilized since the resumption of the programme on 15 April.  And we expect a press release out later today.

**Pakistan-Afghanistan
The UN Refugee Agency chief Ruud Lubbers ended his mission to the Afghanistan region by announcing the closure of all “new” camps near the Afghan-Pakistani border by September of this year.

Lubbers said that roughly 200,000 refugees in the camps, who fled into Pakistan following the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States, would be offered assistance to return home.  He said the camps needed to be closed because there was a danger that forces opposed to the current Afghan Government, including the Taliban and Al-Qaeda, could find sanctuary and recruit people from the border camps.  UNHCR has more details in today’s briefing notes from Geneva.

**Map Names
This concerns map names, which may not seem significant to you but in the UN system it’s a very interesting political exercise.

The twenty-second session of the UN Group of Experts on Geographical Names is taking place here at Headquarters today, and will run until 29 April.

Around 150 experts, representing 22 linguistic and geographical divisions are attending.  They’ll address issues relating to the national and international standardization of geographical names.  Correct use of accurate place names can provide benefits to local, national and international communities engaged in a wide range of activities, from trade and commerce to emergency preparedness and peacekeeping operations.  And we have a press release with more on that.

**Press Conference – Tomorrow
Press conferences, tomorrow at 11:15 a.m., the Permanent Representative of South Africa, Dumisani Kumalo, will brief you on a meeting which is scheduled to take place here at Headquarters on Tuesday of next week commemorating the role of the United Nations in bringing about freedom in South Africa.

**Press Conference – Today
And then, this afternoon at 5 p.m., the Permanent Mission of Germany will be sponsoring a press conference here in room 226, to launch the Final Report of the Global Water Scoping Process.  The report examines the merits of organizing a global multistakeholder review of private sector participation in water and sanitation.

**World Chronicle Television Programme
The Information Department asked me to tell you that World Chronicle programme no. 934, featuring “The UN Security Council – From the Cold War to the 21st Century”, with guests David Malone, the President of the International Peace Academy, and Kishore Mahbubani, Permanent Representative of Singapore to the United Nations, can be seen today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Sylviane?

Questions and Answers

Question:  What is the meaning of “Map names”?  Are you going to change some regional names and national and geographical names?

Spokesman:  Without mentioning any specific examples, there are disagreements among nations about how different places should be called or designated.  And so this group of experts tries to standardize geographical place names for international use.

Question:  Do you have an example?

Spokesman:  I said I don’t want to mention examples.  But I can give you one after the briefing, if you like.  Edie?

Question:  I could give you an easy example:  the Falklands and the Malvinas.

Spokesman:  That’s the one I was going to mention but I didn’t want to do that, stir anything up.

Question:  But, on another issue, on the oil-for-food resolution endorsing the panel, my consultations with Security Council members seem to indicate that they are waiting for the Secretary-General to appoint the panel before they adopt the resolution endorsing the panel because they don’t feel that they can endorse a panel that hasn’t been appointed.

Spokesman:  Yes, that is correct.

Question:  So is there going to be an official announcement of the panel?

Spokesman:  There will be.  The letters of appointment will be going out, probably by the end of today or latest early tomorrow morning.  So we would expect the official announcement of the creation of the panel, the commission, tomorrow at noon.  Yes?

Question:  Are the panel’s terms of reference public?

Spokesman:  We’d have to ask about that.  I don’t know.  I’d have to ask about that.  Yes?

Question:  About the Cyprus issue, what is the position of the Secretary-General after Great Britain’s proposition last night in the Security Council?

Spokesman:  After...?

Question:  After Great Britain’s proposition last night in the Security Council.

Spokesman:  I believe that you’re referring to something that took place in closed consultations.  So there is a draft that is informally circulating among members, I think, is my understanding –- a draft resolution based on the Secretary-General’s report.  So until it becomes a document, I don’t think we would want to comment on it.  And probably not even until after it is formally adopted as a resolution.  Yes, Charles?

Question:  Fred, can you tell us anything about the progress being made by the high-level panel appointed by the Secretary-General several months ago?  A high-level panel that is apparently supposed to avoid future occurrences like what happened a year ago and the Security Council lack of consensus on important issues?

Spokesman:  If you mean what we sometimes call the panel on reform or the panel on change, is that what you’re talking about?

Question:  It sounds like it. I don’t know what you call it.

Spokesman:  Yes.  Well, if that’s what you’re talking about, that panel is expected to report at the end of this year.  And what the Secretary-General has asked that panel to do is to look at new threats to international peace and security, including key questions like when can there be a humanitarian intervention?  Under what conditions?  Who will authorize it?  Who will participate in the intervention, et cetera?  And other issues such as Security Council reform.

So basically the big questions facing the United Nations as we begin a new century.  And he would take their recommendations at the end of this year and then formally re-formulate them himself and put them before the General Assembly for their consideration.  So, that’s a rather long-term process.  They are meeting; they are having regional meetings in different parts of the world.  They recently had one in China.  I’d have to find out where their next regional meeting with their most recent activities are.  But they’re very busy.  They have got a lot on their plate and they have got till the end of this year to finish their work.  Yes, Mark?

Question:  Hi.  I (inaudible) if you addressed this.  Is the OIOS conducting an investigation into its own staff at the moment?

Spokesman:  I would have to ask them.  I am not aware of that. [He later confirmed that OIOS has suspended a senior researcher on charges of misconduct.}

Question:  Okay.

Spokesman:  Talk about a pregnant question!  Yes, Sylviane?

Question:  Is there any reaction from the Secretary-General on the nomination of Ambassador Negroponte who was appointed officially to Iraq?

Spokesman:  Of course, he’s been working with Ambassador Negroponte for a number of years now, and holds him in high professional regard.  He looks forward to working with the ambassador in his new capacity in Baghdad.  They’ll have a lot of work to do together.  So, he is very comfortable with that appointment by President Bush.

Okay, if I can now turn to the anti-personnel mine-(ban) treaty that went into force five years ago, in December.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollution" ��Press Association – Campaign aims to curb pollution�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Atlas" ��The Nation (Thailand) - Mekong atlas uses old information, say critics�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Geothermameeting" ��XINHUA  - Int'l geothermal meeting opens in Kenya�
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