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August 20, 2003 

Kenya-based UN agency chiefs mourn slain Iraq envoy de Mello

The Kenya-based chiefs of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and UN-Human Settlement

      (UN-HABITAT) on Wednesday mourned slain envoy to Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, and expressed deep

      sorrow at the bomb attack at the UN compound in Baghdad.

      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the attack was "deeply shocking" while his UN-HABITAT

      counterpart Ann Tibaijuka said she could "not understand why people resort to such cruel and meaningless

      acts." 

      Toepfer said in a speech read on his behalf by his deputy Shafghat Kakakheli in front of nearly 1,000 UN

      staffers and diplomats that de Mello was "a true servant of the people, whose enduring legacy will shine

      forever."

      Toepfer said the new UN library in Nairobi would be dedicated to de Mello.

      Tibaijuka said in a speech read by her deputy Daniel Biau, at a sombre memorial ceremony at UN offices in Nairobi's northern Gigiri surbub that she was devastated by de Mello's death.

      "I am devastated, tired and sad at the death of de Mello," she added.

      At least 24 people were killed and 107 wounded when a massive truck bomb ploughed into the lobby and

      shattered UN headquarters in Baghdad on Tuesday.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua News Agency

UNEP, UN-HABITAT mourn for UN staff members killed in Iraqi bombing

      NAIROBI, Aug. 20 (Xinhua) --The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and United Nations

      Human Settlements Program (UN-HABITAT) on Wednesday held memorial service for UN staff members killed in Baghdad on Tuesday.

      "Today is a particularity sad occasion as we mourn the loss of at least 17 of our United Nations colleagues

      who died yesterday in Baghdad," Eric Falt, director of UNEP Communication and Public Information, said at  the service held in Kenya's capital Nairobi, the headquarters of UNEP and UN-HABITAT.

      All people attending the service rose up and stood in silent tribute for the death of UN staff members at the

      beginning of the service, and all flags on this UN compound were flying at half-mast. 

      Representing UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer, Shafqat Kakakhel, deputy executive director of UNEP,  said at the memorial service that "the death of many of our colleagues has caused deep shock and sorrow  to all staff of the United Nations in Nairobi."

      Meanwhile, Daniel Biau, deputy director of UN-HABITAT, said at the service "we also know that a very small minority have been tried to undermine the organizations and its indispensable role of peace-builder and      develpment-promoter."

      "They will not prevail. On the contrary, I am sure that UN staff will be inspired by the memory of our dear

      colleagues who give their lives for the future of Iraq. We will all continue more than ever, to stand firm for

      the mandate, values and ideals of the United Nations," Biau added.

      The United Nations headquarters in Baghdad was hit by a huge blast on Tuesday, leaving dozen of people

      killed, including the top UN envoy in Iraq Sergio Vieira de Mello, and over 100 others injured.  

      Topfer sent a letter to UN Secretary General Kofi Annan on Wednesday, saying "in honor of Sergio's memory,    I would like to suggest that we dedicate the proposed new United Nations Library in Nairobi to him. The  Sergio Vieira de Mello Library would, we hope, help perpetuate the legacy of a man who, among his      numerous achievements, did so much for peace and reconciliation in Africa."

________________________________________________________________________________________

East African Standard

3 Kenyans missing in Iraq blast

By Nancy Okong'o and Reuters

                   The fate of three Kenyans working for the United Nations in Baghdad, Iraq is still unknown, the UN headquarters at Gigiri in Nairobi said yesterday.

                   At the same time, the UN said it could not release their identities until their fate is established.

                   It said the trio's identifies will only be revealed once the respective families are consulted.

                   The three are among some 300 staff working for the UN in Iraq.

                   Addressing the UN staff in Gigiri during a memorial service in honour of their departed colleagues yesterday, UN Assistant Secretary General Mr Shafqat Kakakhel said the bombing was unjustified.

                   Kakakhel, who is also the Deputy United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) Executive Director read UN Secretary General  Koffi Annan's message.

                   The staff particularly mourned the death of the top envoy Sergio Viera de Melllo.

                   Meanwhile, a member of Iraq's Governing Council said the Council had warned US authorities that Saddam Hussein loyalists and Muslim militants had met to plan a major attack on a "soft target" in Baghdad.

                   Ahmad Chalabi, one of 25 members of the US-appointed Council, told a news conference that on August 14, the Council received intelligence that a meeting had been held at which Saddam supporters and militants discussed an attack either against the headquarters of an Iraqi political party or the United Nations. 

                   "It specifically said that this attack would take place using a truck to be detonated either through a suicide mechanism or through electronic detonation," Chalabi said.

                   He added that the information had been passed on to the Americans in Iraq. 

                   A suspected suicide truck bomb ripped through the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad on Tuesday, killing at least 20 people. 

                   Paul Bremer, the US governor of Iraq, said the main suspects are Saddam loyalists and groups linked to al Qaeda.

                   And four World Bank employees and a consultant are missing after the bombing, the bank said yesterday. 

                   Other World Bank staff were injured and the International Monetary Fund said some of its employees were also hurt. 

                   The World Bank was using the UN offices in Baghdad as a base for assessing the cost of rebuilding Iraq. The IMF also used the  building as a base for its work on monetary and fiscal issues in the country. 

                   "The World Bank has made contact with its staff members currently in Baghdad, who have reported that all but four local staff and one consultant are safe and have been accounted for," the bank said in a statement.   Several, however, sustained injuries in the blast. _________________________________________________________________________________________
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New Zealand Schools Answering Call To Reduce Rubbish 

Schools nationwide are doing their bit in the Reduce Your Rubbish Clean Schools Challenge, organised and run by the Clean Up New Zealand Trust. 

Organisers of the country's largest environmental event, Clean Up New Zealand Week September 15--21 2003, are calling for schools to reduce their rubbish. To date, over 140 schools have responded, with more than 36,500 children around the country taking part. 

Schools are being asked to extend their Clean Up activities and take part in this unique competition. The Reduce Your Rubbish Clean Schools Challenge focuses on rubbish reduction, an environmental initiative introduced earlier this year by the Ministry For The Environment. All schools are eligible for entry and are competing for $4000 cash towards an environmental initiative in the winning school. 

Schools nationally are undertaking a variety of rubbish reduction activities. For example, Riverview School in the Far North has set up recycling bins and a worm farm in an aim for zero rubbish in the school, and Alexandra Primary School, Otago, will be holding a funky fashion show using recycled materials. 

The only two schools in the Marlborough region also have some interesting and unusual rubbish reduction initiatives underway; as well as running a worm farm and waste reduction unit, Picton School is making art from recycled items, while Riverlands School, Blenheim, has a total rubbish reduction system. 

The Clean Up NZ Trust has offered seed funding to schools starting a rubbish reduction project for the first time and assistance to schools that are looking to sustain or develop existing environmental projects. 

Upper Hutt's Heretaunga College is one of the successful recipients of this sponsorship funding -- the school is recycling and developing new student--made rubbish reduction signage for use in and around the school. Also, with the benefit of Clean Up NZ funding, Russell School, Porirua has begun a worm farm to recycle food scraps. 

Further information regarding the Reduce Your Rubbish Clean Schools Challenge is available on Clean Up NZ's official website www.cleanupnz.org.nz. The website also highlights what activities are planned in each area for Clean Up NZ Week and allows groups, including schools, community groups and businesses, to register their clean up event. 

Alternatively, the Clean Up NZ Trust can be reached on the 0800 315 000 hotline for further information, including details about what schools in each area are doing. 

Clean Up NZ Week is part of Clean Up The World, an international community--based environmental programme run in conjunction with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which has motivated more than 40 million people annually in a range of activities to improve local environments.

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

EarthVision Environmental News

Wild Forests 'Living Museums' of Virtually Extinct Species

 CAMBRIDGE, U.K./NAIROBI, August 20, 2003 - Forests in Chile, made world famous by the series 'Walking with Dinosaurs', have been almost destroyed by fire, killing Monkey Puzzle trees up to 2,000 years old. 

 This ecological disaster has been brought to international attention by researchers at the Cambridge, UK-based

 World Conservation Monitoring Centre of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP-WCMC). Groundbreaking work by Chevening Scholar Cristian Echeverría, based at the Centre, has revealed how fragmentation of wild forests is threatening the extinction of the charismatic Monkey Puzzle tree (Araucaria araucana) beloved by Victorian gardeners. 

 The Monkey Puzzle is among 8,000 tree species under threat of extinction in the wild. It is one of only a handful for which a conservation plan exists. The environmental organization, Fauna & Flora International, and UNEP-WCMC are collaborating on the Global Trees Campaign, which aims to establish the management plans vital for the creation of sustainable forests. An important element of this is the development of a mapping programme leading to a proposed World Atlas of Threatened Trees. 

 The Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) are sponsors of a report "Towards a Global Tree Conservation Atlas" published this week, which highlights the plight of five "flagship" species that the Global Trees Campaign is working hard to save. Mark Collins, Director of UNEP-WCMC, is grateful for the support of DEFRA and Elliot Morley, Minster for the Environment and Agri-Environment. 

 Dr. Collins is concerned that the future of wild forests has worsened since the Centre published the first global

 assessment, the "World List of Threatened Trees" 5 years ago. It showed that over 8,000 tree species are facing extinction in the wild, with 976 in a critical situation. He comments: "New research, such as that on the Monkey Puzzle, is revealing that fragmentation of wild forest and the re-plantation with potentially invasive foreign species are major threats, demonstrating the urgency of managing forests sustainably." 

 Professor Peter Ashton, of Harvard and The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, supports his concerns: "In the

 tropics many rare tree species are already functionally extinct. The high diversity of plants in tropical rainforests means that specimens are naturally widely spaced, if forest cover is further fragmented then the probability of a pollinator being within range decreases. Some forests are becoming living museums." 

 Dr. Collins comments that surprisingly little is known about the status and distribution of tree species, including important timber species such as mahogany. "Our initial report demonstrates that conservation assessments are required for plant conservation targets to be achieved by 2010. In particular we need spatial data, which will help us to identify the most crucial areas for tree conservation and ensure that these eco-regions are managed effectively to provide the protection required." 

 UNEP-WCMC and FFI are seeking public and private sector funding for a proposed "World Atlas of Threatened Trees", which will provide photographs of the species, full colour maps showing their distribution and status reports compiled by workers in the field and an analysis of policy options to prevent extinctions. 

 Mark Rose, Executive Director of FFI, believes that further regulation of the timber trade is also required: "We estimate that almost 50 percent of the tropical timber in international trade has been illegally logged. One

 thousand globally threatened trees are threatened in part by unsustainable levels of felling. Accurate, objective

 information is required to strengthen international trade control mechanisms such as the Convention on

 International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES)." 

 The report "Towards a Global Tree Conservation Atlas" provides new information about flagship species such as Araucaria araucana (Monkey Puzzle), Swietenia macrophylla, (Brazilian Mahogany) Cinnamomum cebuense, (Cebu Cinnamon) Baillonella toxisperma, (Moabi used for decorative timber, animal feed and cosmetics) Caesalpinia echinata, (Pau Brazil, national tree of Brazil). 

 DEFRA is funding a conservation programme for the Monkey Puzzle under its Flagship Species Fund which

 includes the development of a nursery with indigenous people to establish cultivation techniques. These

 endemic evergreen conifer species may reach 2m in diameter, 50m in height and live over 1,500 years. They also take over 200 years to reach seed bearing maturity. Cristian Echeverría delivers the first progress report on the project this month. Copies of the preliminary report "Towards a Global Tree Conservation Atlas" are available on:

 www.unep-wcmc.org/resources/publications/treeatlas. 

 The report provides the case for a need to map the status and distribution of the world's threatened tree species. The report is a joint collaboration between UNEP-WCMC and FFI. Financial support was provided by DEFRAwith further support through the Flagship Species Fund. The main authors are Adrian Newton, Sara Oldfield, Gerardo Fragoso, Paul Mathew, Lera Miles, Mary Edwards. 

 * Case-study: Monkey Puzzle tree under threat, research by Cristian Echeverría, Chevening Scholar,

 UNEP-WCMC  Research by Cristian Echeverría has revealed the far-reaching implications of a recent forest fire in Chile, which destroyed 71 percent of Monkey Puzzle forest in Malleco National Reserve - some trees were 2,000 years old. 

 Mr. Echeverria is pioneering a technique for mapping the fragmentation of the forest. He is using remote sensing from satellite images of the last 25 years to assess the rate at which native forest is being removed. In one of the study areas 64% of the wild forest has been lost in 25 years and the continuous forest cover broken.

 Reconstructed maps show that in 1550, when the Europeans arrived, the entire country would have been forest. 

 The south of Chile is known by tourists for its amazing landscape and temperate rainforests. Ninety per cent of these trees are only found in Chile, including Araucaria araucana, the Monkey Puzzle tree, and Fitzroya

 cupressoides, which was named after the captain of Darwin's ship. 

 "After years of destruction the Monkey Puzzle tree is now found in two small areas in the Andes and on the

 coastal mountain range. Fires in the summer season (2001-2002) have destroyed 30,000 hectares of native forest, including 71 percent of the area of Monkey Puzzle and 61 percent of Nothofagus (native beech) in one of the three reserves affected. Many of the destroyed Monkey Puzzle trees were 2,000 years old. 

 In 1990 A.araucana was declared a protected species in Chile forbidding its logging. For other species such as

 Fitzroya cupressoides it is possible to gain a licence to exploit dead wood and as A.araucana is highly prized for

 its timber the Government is under pressure to permit logging of the burnt forest. Mr. Echeverría warns that if

 logging is allowed then man made fires may increase, as only a small proportion of the native forests are in

 protected areas. The Valdivian ecoregion, declared by the World Bank as being an area of outstanding

 biodiversity, currently has no protection. 

 Previously wooded private land has over the years been cleared and replaced with grazing or plantations of

 Monterrey Pine (Pinus radiata) and Eucalyptus. There are now 2 million hectares of pine compared to just one

 quarter of a million hectares of A.araucana forest. 

 A.araucana seeds are a source of concentrated carbohydrates for the Pehuenche people, whose culture is

 dependent upon the tree. A DEFRA-funded project set up after the fires is helping the people of Villas de

 Araucana establish a tree nursery. However, this involves experimentation to develop successful cultivation

 techniques and it will be 200 years before the trees mature and produce seed. 

 A.araucana forests in the Andes are adapted to survive in volcanic soils and support a unique community of

 other species such as the beautiful flowers of Berberidopsis corilinla, the Chilean lion, the small "pudu" deer, and a species of woodpecker. 

 Mr. Echeverría believes that education of the private landowners is key to the survival of wild forest. "Chile has a good transport infrastructure and is particularly inviting for ecotourists wanting to visit South America", he explains. 'The country stretches from the desert in the north through every type of climatic zone to the Antarctic in the south. The forests of the Andes have a rare beauty and could be a considerable attraction for travellers. 

 "Government and landowners need information upon which to make informed decisions and it is hoped that this research, made possible by funding from DEFRA and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office through the

 Chevening Scholarship, will support this." 

 In 1995 DEFRA supported a project in Chile to restore Fitzroya cupressoides, the second longest living species (3,625 years). The private landowner was at first bemused by the UK Government's support for the project, but soon became evangelical when it was realized that he was himself a descendent of William Wallace from Darwin's voyage. 

 It is often the case that people do not fully appreciate the true significance of biodiversity on their own doorstep. 

 Global Trees Campaign - www.globaltrees.org 

 Over 8000 tree species, 10% of the world's total, are threatened with extinction. Destruction of woodland and

 forest and unsustainable felling of valuable timbers are causing the loss of many important species. Very few of these endangered trees are being conserved in the wild. The Global Trees Campaign, developed by Fauna & Flora International in partnership with the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC), is drawing attention to this global problem and finding solutions. 

 The Global Trees Campaign aims to save the world's most threatened tree species and their habitats through

 information, conservation and wise use. The campaign focuses on trees as flagship species for conservation of

 ecosystems and landscapes, and enables local people to carry out rescue and sustainable use operations. The

 Global Trees Campaign works in partnership with organizations around the world to save endangered trees. 

 For further information , please contact: 

 Will Rogowski, Head of Marketing & Communications, World Conservation Monitoring Centre, 219 Huntingdon Road, Cambridge CB3 0DL, United Kingdom, Tel: +44-1223-277314, Fax: +44-1223-277136, E-mail: will.rogowski@unep-wcmc.org OR  Eric Falt, Spokesman/Director, United Nations Environment Programme, Division of Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya, Tel: +254-20-62-3292, Mobile: +254-733-682656, Fax: +254-20-62-3692, E-mail: eric.falt@unep.org. _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Xinhua

Sudanese youth demonstrate in Kenya, calling for peace

      NAIROBI, Aug. 20 (Xinhua) --Dozens of Sudanese youth living in Kenya demonstrated Wednesday outside  several embassies in Nairobi, calling for a final comprehensive peace agreement that will lead to an end of the 20-year-old civil war in the Sudan.

      The demonstrators, all from the southern part of the Sudan, also called upon the United Nations Security Council to pass a resolution to solve the Sudan problem in case that the current talks fail to reach a final  peace agreement.

      The youth who divided themselves in different groups demonstrated at the British High Commission, US  embassy, Italian embassy, Norwegian embassy, Kenyan Foreign Ministry and the United Nations  Environmental Program headquarters in Nairobi. 

      They called on the international community to put pressure on the Khartoum government and the southern  rebels to sign a comprehensive peace agreement in the ongoing peace talks in central Kenyan town of  Nanyuki.

      "We want to go back home to our country. We are tired of war," they chanted. "We support the IGAD  (Inter-Governmental Authority on Development) peace initiative. We support the Nakuru draft presented by the IGAD as the framework for the negotiations."

      The seventh Sudan peace talks opened in Nanyuki on Monday last week following intensive mediation from  countries in the region, the international community and the United States.

      But the Sudanese government and the southern-based rebels, Sudan people's liberation Movement/Army  (SPLM/A), are still far from compromising on the political status of the capital, power-sharing, security  arrangements, and the distribution of wealth.

      In Nanyuki, SPLM/A and IGAD mediators have insisted that the IGAD-proposed draft deal must be the basis  for negotiations attempting to reach a final agreement.

      On the other hand, the Sudanese government rejected proposals made by the mediators, saying the

      proposals call for the partition of the country and a retreat on Islamic law.

      However, Kenyan Foreign Minister Kalonzo Musyoka, whose country is the main mediator in the Sudan peace  talks, has expressed optimism that a deal could be clinched despite reports that the talks have reached an  impasse. _________________________________________________________________________________________
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Another U.S. war crime? Iraqi cities 'hot' with depleted uranium 

                       Has U.S. use of depleted-uranium weapons turned Iraq into a radioactive danger area for both Iraqis and occupation troops?

                       This question has already had serious consequences. In hot spots in downtown Baghdad, reporters have measured radiation levels that are 1,000 to 1,900 times higher than normal background radiation levels.

                       It has also opened a debate in the Netherlands parliament and media as 1,100 Dutch troops in Kuwait prepare to enter Iraq as part of the U.S./British-led occupation forces. The Dutch are concerned about the danger of radioactive poisoning and radiation sickness in Iraq.

                       Washington has assured the Dutch government that it used no  DU weapons near Al-Samawah, the town where Dutch troops will be stationed. But Dutch journalists and anti-war forces have already found holes in the U.S. stories, according to an article on the Radio Free Europe website.

                       DU-caused radiation had already raised alarms in Europe after studies showed increased rates of cancers, respiratory ailments and other disabilities of occupation troops from NATO countries stationed in Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghanistan.

                       In general, the health and environmental dangers of weapons made with DU radioactive waste have received far more attention in Europe than in the U.S.

                       In this year's war on Iraq, the Pentagon used its radioactive arsenal mainly in the urban centers, rather than in desert battlefields as in 1991. Many hundreds of thousands of Iraqi people and U.S. soldiers, along with British, Polish, Japanese and Dutch soldiers sent to join the occupation, will suffer the                     consequences. The real extent of injuries, chronic illness, long-term disabilities and genetic birth defects won't be apparent for five to 10 years.

                       By now, half of all the 697,000 U.S. soldiers involved in the 1991 war have reported serious illnesses. According to the American Gulf War Veterans Association, more than 30 percent of these soldiers are chronically ill and are receiving disability benefits from the Veterans Administration. Such a high occurrence of various symptoms has led to the illnesses being named Gulf War Syndrome.

                       This number of disabled veterans is shockingly high. Most are in their mid-thirties and should be in the prime of health. Before sending troops to the Gulf region, the military had already sifted out those with disabilities or chronic health problems from asthma, diabetes, heart conditions, cancers and birth defects.

                       A long-term problem  The impact of tons of radioactive waste polluting major urban centers may seem a distant problem to Iraqis now trying to  survive in the chaos of military occupation. They must cope  with power outages during the intense heat of summer, door-to-door searches, arbitrary arrests, civilians routinely shot  at roadblocks, outbreaks of cholera and dysentery from untreated water, untreated sewage and uncollected garbage, more than half the work force unemployed, and a lack of food--which before the war was distributed by the Baathist regime.

                       But along with these current threats are long-range problems.  Around the world a growing number of scientific organizations and studies have linked Gulf War Syndrome and the high rate of assorted and mysterious sicknesses to radiation poisoning from weapons made with depleted uranium.

                       Scott Peterson, a staff writer for the Christian Science Monitor, reported on May 15 about taking Geiger counter readings at several sites in Baghdad. Near the Republican Palace where U.S. troops stood guard and over 1,000 employees walked in and out of the building, his radiation readings were the "hottest" in Iraq, at nearly 1,900 times background radiation levels. Spent shell casings still littered the ground.

                       At a roadside vegetable stand selling fresh bunches of parsley, mint and onions outside Baghdad, children played on a burnt-out Iraqi tank. The reporter's Geige counter registered nearly 1,000 times normal background radiation.  The U.S. uses armor-piercing shells coated with DU to destroy tanks.

                       The Aug. 4 Seattle Post Intelligencer reported elevated radiation levels at six sites from Basra to Baghdad. One destroyed tank near Baghdad had 1,500 times the normal background radiation. "The Pentagon and the United Nations estimate that the U.S. and Britain used 1,100 to 2,200 tons of armor-piercing shells made of depleted uranium during attacks on Iraq in March and April--far more than the 375 tons used in the 1991 Gulf War," wrote the Post Intelligencer.

                       The Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle analyzed swabs from bullet holes in Iraqi tanks and confirmed elevated radiation levels.

                       Radioactive and toxic

                       The extremely dense DU shells easily penetrate steel armor and burn on impact. The fire releases microscopic, radioactive and toxic dust particles of uranium oxide that travel with the wind and can be inhaled or ingested. They also spread contamination by seeping into the land and water.

                       In the human body, DU may cause harm to the internal organs due both to its chemical toxicity as a heavy metal and its release of radiation.

                       An otherwise useless by-product of the uranium-enrichment process, DU is attractive to military contractors because it is so cheap, often offered for free by the government.

                       According to the Uranium Medical Research Center, the toxic and radiological effects of uranium contamination may weaken the immune system. They may cause acute respiratory conditions like pneumonia, flu-like symptoms and  severe coughs, renal or gastrointestinal illnesses.

                       Dr. Asaf Durakovic of UMRC explains that the initial symptoms will be mostly neurological, showing up as headaches,  weakness, dizziness and muscle fatigue. The long-term effects are cancers and other radiation-related illnesses, such as chronic fatigue syndrome, joint and muscle pain, rashes,  neurological and/or nerve damage, mood disturbances, infections, lung and kidney damage, vision problems, auto-immune deficiencies and severe skin conditions. It also causes increases in miscarriages, maternal mortality and  genetic birth defects.

                       For years the government described Gulf War Syndrome as a post-traumatic stress disorder. It was labeled a psychological problem or simply dismissed as mysterious unrelated ailments. In this same way the Pentagon and the Veterans Administration treated the health problems of Vietnam vets suffering from Agent Orange poisoning.

                       The cover-up

                       The U.S. government denies that DU weapons can cause sickness. But before the first Gulf War, where DU weapons were used extensively, the Pentagon's own internal reports warned that the radiation and heavy metal of DU weapons could cause kidney, lung and liver damage and increased rates of cancer.

                       Ignoring these dangers, the Pentagon went on to use these weapons, which gave it a big advantage in tank battles. But it denied publicly that DU use was related to the enormously high rate of sicknesses among GIs following the war.

                       Today the Pentagon plays an even more duplicitous role. It continues to assert that there are no "known" health problems associated with DU. But Army training manuals require  anyone who comes within 75 feet of any DU-contaminated equipment or terrain to wear respiratory and skin protection.

                       The manuals say that "contamination will make food and water unsafe for consumption." According to the Army Environmental Policy Institute, holding a spent DU round exposes a person to about 200 rems per hour, or twice the annual radiation exposure limit.

                       This March and April U.S. and British forces fired hundreds of thousands of DU rounds in dense urban areas. Superfine uranium oxide particles were blown about in dust storms. Yet the Pentagon refuses to track, report or mark off where DU was fired. There is no way Iraqis or the occupying soldiers can keep 75 feet away or use respiratory and skin protection in 120-degree heat.

                       The American Gulf War Veterans Association (AGWVA) reports that suffering veterans are receiving little, if any, medical treatment for their illnesses. "Whenever veterans become ill, the term 'mystery illness' seems to be the first and often the only diagnosis that is ever made. Veterans are then left to fend for themselves, sick and unable to work, with little hope of a normal life again."

                       Iraq's National Ministry of Health organized two international  conferences to present data on the relationship between the high incidence of cancer and the use of DU weapons. It produced detailed epidemiological reports and statistical  studies. This data showed a six-fold increase in breast cancer,                       a five-fold increase in lung cancer and a 16-fold increase in  ovarian cancer.

                       Because of the U.S.-imposed sanctions, Iraqi doctors and scientists were barred from presenting their research papers in  most of the world.

                       Doug Rokke of AGWVA, former head of the U.S. Army DU Project, who is seriously ill with respiratory problems, has been campaigning against the use of DU. Rokke reports that U.S. troops presently in Iraq are already falling sick with a series of Gulf War Syndrome symptoms.

                       The AGWVA says the Department of Defense has information regarding "mystery" deaths of soldiers in this latest war and the emergence of a mysterious pneumonia that has sickened at least 100 men and women.

                       U.S. position: no clean-up

                       While the U.K. has admitted that British Challenger tanks expended some 1.9 tons of DU ammunition during major combat operations in Iraq this year, the U.S. has refused to disclose specific information about whether and where it used DU during this year's campaign. It also is refusing to let a team   from the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) study the environmental impact of DU contamination in Iraq.

                       Despite this refusal, it is public knowledge that the U.S. made extensive use of weapons that can fire DU shells. These include the A-10 Warthog tank-buster aircraft with 30-mm cannons that can fire up to 4,200 DU rounds per minute; the AC-130 gunship; the "Apache" helicopter, and Bradley fighting vehicles that fire anti-armor 105-mm to 120-mm tank rounds containing DU.

                       The U.S. followed the same tactics in the wars in the Balkans. While claiming full cooperation with UNEP's Balkans studies,  the Pentagon delayed releasing target locations for 16 months. It gave misleading map information. Then bomb, missile and cluster-bomb targets were excluded. NATO                      allowed 10 other teams to visit or clean up sites before UNEP inspections started.

                       Washington refuses to acknowledge DU use anywhere or that it poses any danger. To acknowledge radiation poisoning would immediately raise demands for a cleanup.

                       According to Alex Kirby, BBC News Online environment correspondent: "The U.S. says it has no plans to remove the   debris left over from depleted uranium weapons it is using in  Iraq. It says no cleanup is needed, because research shows DU has no long-term effects."

                       Evidence of DU use

                       But in the information age, the Pentagon can't suppress all  the evidence. The Dutch example shows this. Though the U.S. government specifically denied any firing of DU weapons near the city of Al-Samawah, where Dutch troops were to be stationed, a simple Internet search by journalists undid this                       lie.

                       The Dutch government, to get a resolution through the parliament to authorize sending troops to Iraq, depicted the Al-Samawah region as a remote, barely inhabited desert where no noteworthy events had occurred.

                       In actual fact, Al-Samawah is strategically located on the road from Basra to Baghdad, providing access to a bridge over the Euphrates River. On its march to Baghdad, the U.S. Army                       encountered fierce resistance from Iraqi forces there, according to American officers. This was well covered by their embedded media.

                       It was more than a week before the town and the road were cleared of all pockets of resistance. Some 112 civilians, most of them inhabitants of Al-Samawah, were killed in battle.

                       DU ammunition was widely used during this operation. In a widely distributed field message, Sergeant First Class Cooper  reported that the weapons systems used by the 3rd Infantry, 7th Cavalry, en route to Al-Samawah and on to Najaf, were  performing well, especially the 25-mm DU and 7.62.

                       Of greater interest to Internet researchers was a letter a young soldier sent home to his parents, which they posted in their church bulletin on the Internet. In the letter E. Pennell, a crew member on a Bradley Fighting Vehicle of the 1st Infantry Battalion, 41st Infantry Regiment, described how his crew  fired a 25-mm DU round as they encountered seven Iraqi  troops in the town of Al-Samawah.

                       Pennell's letter has raised concern among groups like the United Federation of Military Personnel, a kind of labor union  for Dutch troops. It fears that its members might be at risk of contracting cancer or other diseases because of exposure to  DU ammunition.

                       Resistance: the only solution

                       Officers and politicians in imperialist countries have always treated rank-and-file soldiers as cannon fodder. These young  lives are totally expendable. The occupied or colonized people are not counted at all.

                       As a global movement against imperialist wars grew over the past century, military planners made great efforts to hide the true costs of war, especially the human cost. The nearly 60,000 U.S. casualties in the Vietnam War provoked a mighty mass anti-war movement. This time, long before U.S. casualties reached 100 soldiers, the movement to "Bring the Troops Home" had gained momentum.

                       This new movement must demand a true accounting of the enormous human costs of the war. The impact on the health and future of not only U.S. troops but the millions of people in Iraq must be part of the demand.

                       A growing international movement must demand full reparations for the Iraqi people. A cleanup of the toxic, radioactive waste is in the interests of all the people of the region. The cost of the war must be calculated in terms of  bankrupt social programs here in the U.S. and the health of  all the people who were in the region during the war and will be in the years to come.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Science Daily Magazine

Duke Ecologist Finds Devastation, Hope In Iraqi Marshes
DURHAM, N.C. -- An expedition by Duke University wetlands expert Curtis Richardson to evaluate damage to Iraq's storied Mesopotamian Marshlands revealed an environmental disaster of vast proportions. However, he also found the potential for restoring a significant portion of the marshes and with them the Marsh Arab culture.

On his June 16-26 trip, he encountered dust-bowl-level desiccation within the former wetlands, a destroyed date palm industry, a drinking water crisis, wrecked laboratories, and a pressing need to train a new generation of environmental researchers. Richardson is director of the Duke Wetland Center and a professor of resources ecology in the Nicholas School of the Environment and Earth Sciences. Richardson, the only university researcher on the trip, was joined by Peter Reiss, an anthropologist from Development Alternatives Inc. of Bethesda, Md., who served as team leader Azaam Alwash, a hydrologist and engineer with the Eden Again Project and Iraq Foundations, and Doug Pool, an agronomist with the U.S. Agency for International Development's (USAID) Iraq Office.

Together, they are developing with Iraqi experts a plan to restore a portion of the marshlands, which some legends identify as the site of the Garden of Eden. The formerly pristine wetland ecosystem of more than 20,000 square kilometers has been reduced by 90 percent, he estimated, through a combination of upstream damming, protracted warfare, and deliberate draining. The draining was done by Saddam Hussein's government, both for land development and to suppress an indigenous 5,000-year old Marsh Arab culture that opposed his regime. 

For Richardson and his colleagues who made the USAID-sponsored visit, there was potential danger starting with an early morning armed convey racing across the Iraqi border from Kuwait and continuing with his first night on the third floor of his hotel in Basra. "I was lying there hearing machine gun fire getting closer and closer, and wondering if we would ever get to see the marshes," he recalled in an interview 

The group traveled up to hundreds of miles daily, sometimes under the protection of armed U.S. military guards, occasionally under hired local Iraqi guards in the region north of Basra. Often unarmed, the four scientists were led by the Assisting Marsh Arabs and Refugees (AMAR) international charitable foundation into the small villages in marsh areas. There, they made initial damage assessments by collecting soil and water samples, many of which are now being analyzed at Duke's Wetland Center. 

"Saddam Hussein was a master 'brown field generator,'" said Richardson, referring to a term for environmental decimation. "He churned that country upside down. It looks like you let a child loose in a sand box with hand grenades." 

Of the three remnant marsh areas, he found the Central Marsh to be in the worst shape. "It's just a complete dust bowl," he said. Locals had broken a Hussein-built drainage dike in one area in an effort to return some water, but "nothing was growing there yet," except for a few remaining desert plants, he added. In another recently re-flooded area, too much salt had been drawn out of the long-dry soils to support freshwater vegetation, and this area was now turning into a salt-flat 

His group found the Hammar Marsh area, nearest Basra, to still have some remaining lush areas where some stately date palms are still in cultivation. But Richardson said Hussein, in his vendetta against the Marsh Arabs, "basically wiped out" the local date palm industry, once the world's largest exporter. The largest remaining wetland areas are the Haweizeh Marshes along Iraq's border with Iran. That's where Richardson and his colleagues reached a place where locals had reintroduced their traditional water buffalos and were seen fishing. 

While Marsh Arab villages are beginning to be reconstituted in areas adjacent to the Haweizeh marsh, in some cases reoccupying still-roofless former dwellings, "all of the communities we talked to are desperate for clean water," he reports. That's because rivers feeding the marsh areas are currently contaminated, and upstream utilities could take years to repair. 

"They're having all these problems with poor water, and they're surrounded by the answer," he said. That's because, with the proper knowledge, Iraqi scientists and engineers could build special "constructed wetlands" within marsh areas, he added. By so engineering nature there, the filtering properties of natural vegetation could be harnessed to clean some of the polluted water. 

First, however, Iraqis will have to overcome the aftermath of war and 30 years of neglect that has decimated the country's research infrastructure, Richardson said. He and his colleagues witnessed the destruction firsthand at the University of Basra's marine science center, where looters had stripped many classrooms of their contents as well as smashed vital scientific equipment. 

Richardson quickly learned that Iraqis also lack needed training "They have excellent marine biologists and zoologists who are very competent in what they're doing," he said. "But they had been completely out of the field of environmental science, which took off in the '70s. They are not trained in wetlands ecology and management. They've completely missed that. They have lost a generation of researchers. 

"We're developing a program with the USAID where we would help restore some of the marshes through some pilot projects," he said. "We know, for example, that we would use the Haweizeh Marshes as a seed source. 

"If this goes through and is approved, we're also going to work with some of the universities there to bring some Iraqi scientists to Duke for some environmental and wetland training," he added. "Then we're going to do some training in Iraq." 

In the end, Richardson predicted that Iraqis "will not be able to restore all the marshes, because they won't have enough water. There has been a long process of draining. Maybe they can get 15 or 20 percent back. 

"The trip gave me hope that we can make a difference in the marshes and give some of the marsh Arabs a chance to return to their culture. These people, like most rural populations, are survivors, and with a little help they will be able to return to their rice farming, fishing and mat-making from freshwater reeds."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

India's river plans spark furore 

     By Jyotsna Singh 

     BBC correspondent in Delhi 

     India's plans to link major rivers in the region to provide water to arid states are causing a furore among its neighbours and environmentalists. 

     Indian officials insist that the project is at a very early stage and that concerned neighbours will be consulted before the plans are firmed up. 

     But the proposals received new impetus recently when India's Supreme Court asked the government to speed up its plans to improve the management of water resources. 

     India set up a task force in November last year to develop a consensus within the country and with its neighbours. 

     A feasibility study is scheduled for completion in 2005, but given the concerns of other countries and Indian states it could take longer. 

             The Kosi river was once known as the sorrow of India's  eastern state of Bihar - but it has now become Nepal's  sorrow -     Nepalese journalist 

     The project aims to link 30 major rivers and would involve diverting the Ganges and the  Brahmaputra. 

     Bangladesh says diversion of water from these rivers would harm its interests - while environmentalists say the project would cause an ecological disaster. 

     Officials associated with the project blame negative reporting in the media. 

     Grain production 

     Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee is very keen to pursue the project. 

     In his Independence Day address, Mr Vajpayee said the scheme would "free India from the curse of floods and droughts". 

     He promised that work on it would start by the end of the year. 

     The project requires the construction of large dams within India, Nepal and Bhutan, requiring international agreements with these countries. 

     In order to store and transfer water, dams on the Manas and Sankhosh rivers in the  Brahmaputra basin in Bhutan, and Kosi Gandak, Ghaghra and Sarda in the Ganges basin in Nepal have been proposed. 

     Rivers will be linked in three areas - two in the north and one in the south, where Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Pondicherry, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu will benefit. 

     However, many Indian states with surplus water are apprehensive that the proposals could adversely effect existing systems of irrigation and power generation. 

     'Nepal's sorrow' 

     Environmentalists say large dams would flood forests and cultivated areas, and cause compulsory resettlement of people. 

     But India says it must enhance its irrigation potential to meet its demand for grain to feed an estimated population of 1.5 billion by 2050. 

     The river linking project was first devised in India in 1980 and has been under discussion ever since. 

     Water experts in Nepal have bitter memories of previous Indian water projects, and say their country should be extra cautious. 

     When India built a barrage on Nepalese soil to stop the Kosi river flooding, the problem was simply shunted upstream. 

     "The river was once known as the sorrow of India's eastern state of Bihar - but it has now become Nepal's sorrow," one Nepalese journalist told BBC News Online.

___________________________________________________________________________________
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General Environmental news

Grand Comore under threat of volcanic eruption 

Moroni, Comoros (PANA) - The Karthala Volcano Observatory has raised alarm in its latest bulletins over the likelihood of an eruption in Grande-Comore. From 1 to 17 August, the Observatory has recorded 1.659 seisms in the Karthala volcano, making a daily average of 98 seisms, which is high enough to warrant a red alert, specialists noted. At the end of June 1991, the number of daily tremors rose from 30 to 2,000, followed shortly afterwards by a seismic crisis that led to the eruption of 10 July. In view of the seismic activity observed in the last two days, specialists are not ruling out a new eruption, either magmatic or phreatomagmatic. They said the second hypothesis was justified by the presence of a lake at the peak of Karthala, which may turn magmatic activity into a phreomagmatic eruption. They did not specify the direction of lava flow in case of a magmatic eruption. Following last year's sacking of the country's highest performing observation station, technicians at the Comoran Documentation and Research Centre said they were unable to specifically determine the direction of lava flow in case of an eruption. To allay any fears, lab head Malory Leclerc said that "within less than 10 days, the station could be rehabilitated" to enable proper monitoring of the Karthala volcano.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng008871&dte=20/08/2003
Cape Town counts damage caused by major storm 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - Cape Town began moping up on Wednesday after a cold front brought gale force winds and lashing rains that caused extensive damage. All mountain passes in the vicinity of Ceres outside Cape Town are closed due to heavy snow. Some vehicles are trapped in the Trompbergpass while some roads in the area are closed due to heavy rains and flooding. Due to heavy sea currents, the mouth of the Kleinrivier has been blocked and the river is overflowing its banks, which might pose a threat to the town of Stanford. The Provincial Disaster Management Team which is currently dealing with the storm damage in and around the city said preparation and proper planning before the storms resulted in efficient management of problem areas.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng008801&dte=20/08/2003
Conference to Look At Sustaining Protection World Areas

BuaNews (Pretoria): The international nature conservation conference, which for the first

time, will be held in Africa will look at numerous issues such as whether people have any respect for national parks. The International Conservation Union's Fifth World Parks Congress in Durban next month will also be seeking solutions to minimizing the threats to the sustainable future of protected areas. About 2 500 delegates representing 170 countries are expected to attend the conference. South African National Parks and the government are hosting the event. Congress Communications Manager Xenya Cherny said this week that an exciting programme, including plenary sessions, workshops and field trips, had been planned around the overall theme of 'Benefits beyond Boundaries'.

Congress patrons Nelson Mandela and Queen Noor of Jordan will participate in a colourful opening ceremony at Durban's International Conference Centre on Monday 8 September. During the Congress, South African Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Mohamed Valli Moosa is scheduled to address the delegates on the progress made in Southern Africa with the establishment of transfrontier parks.

"The Congress will close on 17 September with the adoption of a statement, to be known as the Durban Accord, which will determine the future agenda for protected areas around the world, said Ms Cherny. The previous four summits were held in Seattle, National Yellowstone Park, Indonesia and Venezuela.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200308200185.html
________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news

UNDP to support Pakistan in achieving goals -- Detail Story
HI Pakistan, August 20, 2003 - ISLAMABAD: The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has reaffirmed its commitment to help Pakistan achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
The MDGs include reducing absolute poverty by 50 per cent by the year 2015. In a seminar held here on Tuesday, managers of all projects and programmes of UNDP in Pakistan were gathered to share experiences of their work and to plan ahead for the future. 
The UNDP has been working in the areas of poverty reduction, governance, crisis prevention and environment and ICT in order to support the government and people of Pakistan in achieving sustainable human development.
http://www.hipakistan.com/en/detail.php?newsId=en36133&F_catID=&f_type=source 

OSCE-UN workshop in Dushanbe discusses environmental security
DUSHANBE, August 18, 2003 -- Security-related environmental risks in Central Asia and the main difficulties in addressing them were the focus of a workshop held in the Tajik capital, Dushanbe.
Organized by the OSCE Centre in Dushanbe, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Office in Dushanbe, and the Tajik Ministry of Nature Protection, the event focused on the participation of the general public in environmental decision-making, difficulties of non-governmental organizations in addressing environment and security links, environmental co-operation and gaps between policies and their implementation.
… On top of the event's agenda was to discuss the components of the draft programme for the second phase of the joint OSCE-UN Environment and Security Inititative (ENVSEC) in Tajikistan, which will be conducted over the next three years. The ENVSEC Initiative was launched in September 2002 by the OSCE, UNEP and the United Nations Development Programme. 
http://ww.pennnet.com/Articles/Article_Display.cfm?Section=ONART&Category=ENVIR&PUBLICATION_ID=41&ARTICLE_ID=184812&VERSION_NUM=1 

General Environment News

Pakistan to seek compensation of oil spill by a Greek Tanker
Pakistan Link, August 20, 2003  - ISLAMABAD : Pakistan Tuesday stated to seek compensation for the losses suffered by the government and people at environment, beach and money losses due to wastage of oil resulting from an oil spill by a Greek tanker at the main port of Karachi.
…“Pakistan’s beach is damaged, environment is polluted and we will claim for these damages on the completion of a comprehensive assessment,” he said. The Greek-registered MV Tasman Spirit, owned by Assimina Maritime Limited of Malta, was carrying 67,000 tons of crude oil for the national refinery when it ran aground July 27 near the Karachi port. Cracks in its hull caused it to split in two on Thursday last, leaching oil into the surrounding waters and coastal areas while harming sea live, polluting environment and causing damages to the port.
http://www.pakistanlink.com/headlines/aug03/20/01.html  
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Invading Mollusks Come to Stay




By María Laura Mazza*
The introduction of exotic species is one of the biggest threats to freshwater and ocean ecosystems alike, say biologists.
MONTEVIDEO - Small mollusks from Asia and Africa have arrived in the South American estuary of the Río de la Plata, displacing local species, multiplying by the millions, blocking potable water networks, complicating navigation and damaging hydroelectric systems. They are impossible to eradicate, warn biologists. 

These shellfish travel as larvae in the bilge water that ships take on in ports as ballast in order to improve stability. The water is discharged when the ship reaches shallower waters, like the Río de la Plata, dumping the exotic species into new ecosystems. 
But adult mollusks are also brought from port to port, stuck to the ship's hull, chains or keel. 

Once introduced, these organisms can displace native species and alter local ecological conditions, warns a study by scientists from the Argentine Museum of Natural Sciences, Museum of La Plata, University of Mar del Plata and the Argentine Institute of Oceanography. 

With no natural enemies -- predators or competitors for resources -- and with a great capacity to adapt themselves to new surroundings, they multiply rapidly. 

In just a few years, exotic species of shellfish have expanded north to the rivers feeding into the Río de la Plata, like the Uruguay and Paraná rivers, reaching Brazil and Paraguay. They have also headed south along Argentina's Atlantic coast. 

Elimination of these intruding species is "absolutely impossible," says Argentine marine biologist Pablo Penchaszadeh, head of the study that is part of the Environmental Protection Project of the Río de la Plata and Its Sea Coast (FREPLATA), a joint Argentina-Uruguay initiative, with international backing. 

The most harmful is the golden mussel, or Limnoperna fortunei, a freshwater bivalve originating in China and Southeast Asia. It is not suitable for human consumption and measures just 10 to 25 millimeters long. 

"Since it was first detected in Argentina in 1991 it has advanced nearly 250 km per year. It has turned into a veritable plague," Penchaszadeh told Tierramérica. 

The golden mussel reproduces at an alarming rate. Each female lays thousands of larvae. Because it can adhere to any hard surface, it forms colonies that can completely block water pipelines, filters and irrigation canals. 

In 1996 this species invaded the Paraná and Paraguay rivers, by 1999 it had reached the Guaíba River basin in Brazil, and in 2001 it appeared in the Uruguay River. 

As the golden mussel takes over, the local fauna begins to change -- autochthonous species of mollusks are ousted from the habitat. 

Before the golden mussel arrived in the Argentine beach town of Bagliardi, on the Río de la Plata, three snail species were common: Heleobia piscium, Chilina fluminea and Gundlachia concentrica. 

But since the foreign species established itself there, the latter two snail species are only seen by chance, according to biologist Gustavo Darrigran, who spotted the limnoperna in 1991. 

The invasion expanded to the point of affecting the water supplies at Uruguay's state water company's purification plant, OSE, in Aguas Corrientes, in the south. 

This bivalve mussel has settled in all of the hydroelectric dams of the Mercosur region (Southern Common Market - Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay), dams like Salto Grande, on the Uruguay River, and Itaipú and Yaciretá, on the Paraná. 

As a result, maintenance and cleaning operations have been stepped up in order to prevent a general collapse of the systems. 

Corbicula fluminea, a mussel native to the waters of Turkey, Japan, Indonesia, Australia and Africa, lives buried in the sand -- and now obstructs pipelines and irrigation canals, although it does not adhere to surfaces. 

The mollusk accumulates toxic substances in its tissues, therefore may prove a threat to human health because they are a food resource for the fish that humans eat. 

There are other invaders, like the poliqueto Laeonereis, a worm-like species living inside sharp, narrow tubes that grow in colonies until they form a sort of reef. In Brazil, they reach a meter long and can cause serious injury to divers. 

Their fast rate of reproduction and the lack of means to prevent them from expanding or to eliminate them make these exotic species an explosive problem. 

FREPLATA proposes creating a system to process the bilge water of boats before it is dumped into the Río de la Plata. 

The authorities apply specific poisons and mollusk-repellant paint is used on ships, but these substances are toxic. One harmless method, but not very practical, is to extract entire colonies of mollusks from the estuary. 

"We are focusing on preventing invasions by new species and are attempting methods for controlling the organisms already established are not more harmful than the invaders themselves," said Penchaszadeh, a member of Argentina's National Council Scientific and Technical Research. 

The Argentine and Uruguayan governments have not conducted studies on the economic losses caused by the exotic mollusk species, and the local population is generally unaware of the phenomenon, but "the costs of maintenance and cleaning the installations is reflected in the service rates" for water and electricity, Hugo Roche, FREPLATA expert in economic and social issues, told Tierramérica. 

Economic globalization has made the problem of invading species a global occurrence. Marine biologists say it is one of the four major threats to continental bodies of water and to oceans, alongside contamination, overexploitation of fishing resources and the alteration or destruction of habitat. 

The International Maritime Organization has set up specific programs to help developing countries -- like Argentina and Uruguay -- to reduce the transfer of harmful organisms through ship bilge water. 
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Blast" ��East African Standard - 3 Kenyans missing in Iraq blast�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Rubbish" ��Scoop - NZ Schools Answering Call To Reduce Rubbish�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Museums" ��EarthVision Environmental News - Wild Forests 'Living Museums' of Virtually Extinct Species�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sudanese" ��Xinhua - Sudanese youth demonstrate in Kenya, calling for peace�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Uranium" ��Khilafah.Com - Another U.S. war crime? Iraqi cities 'hot' with depleted uranium�
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