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Other Environment-related News
· Financial Times - EU fails to agree on genetic crop imports
· UN News Centre - UN-backed climate change conference ends with package of new measures
· Panama News - Annan calls for deeper South-South cooperation
· Financial Times - UN puts its future up for debate in biggest challenge yet
· Reuters - Saudi Government Approves Kyoto Climate Protocol

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions
·  ROE


Other UN News

•       UN Daily News of  20 December 2004

•
S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 20 December 2004

	
	

	
	


The Nation (Nairobi)
OPINION
December 19, 2004 
Posted to the web December 20, 2004 

DR Peter Mwaura
Nairobi 

Dr Peter Mwaura, a former editor-in-chief of the Nation, captures the essence of having the UN in Nairobi, and explains it's not just a matter of jobs and money - it has changed a whole lot of socio-economic systems and way of doing business
The United Nations contribution to the Kenyan economy is estimated to be in excess of $350 million annually, which is four times more foreign exchange than coffee brings in.

	


A study by UN Development Programme shows that in the late 1990s, a time marked by bad governance and falling commodity prices, the UN provided the only steady source of foreign exchange, bringing in more money than even horticulture or tourism. The UN contribution was equivalent to 3 per cent of the gross national product, or 19 per cent of exports, and was second only to tea.

This year horticulture - mainly vegetables and cut flowers - has increased in value to $387 million while tourism earnings have risen to $376 million. But tea continues as the number-one foreign exchange earner, bringing in $443 million annually. The UN, as a catalyst in development, contributed to the growth of these major cash crops and tourism promotion.

The economic significance of the UN presence in Kenya is also reflected in numerous other areas of socioeconomic development, including real property rental values. For example, the country receives approximately $10.34 million in rental premiums from residential houses in areas popular with the UN international staff, such as Muthaiga, Gigiri, Runda, Nyali and Riverside.

In fact, less than half of the $350 million contributed by the UN annually comes from direct programme assistance. The rest accrues from payments made by UN employees for goods and services, including such items as wages for domestic servants, gardeners, guards and drivers. The numerous spin-offs make the UN a profitable cash cow for Kenya.

Dr Klaus Toepfer, director-general of the United Nations Office at Nairobi (Unon), said the UN system is focusing on poverty eradication, the achievement of the millennium development goals (MDGs) and the delivery of the targets and timetables of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) drawn up in South Africa two years ago.

The MDGs are a set of eight achievable goals, with a target date of 2015, adopted by the UN General Assembly in September 2000. They range from the eradication of extreme poverty and achieving universal primary education to combating HIV/Aids, malaria and other diseases.

Dr Toepfer said he believed the Narc Government keenly recognises the value of the UN presence in Kenya in terms of what it brings - prestige, projects, scientific research, employment and the fermentation of ideas.

The Nyayo government did not seem to appreciate the value of the UN presence in Kenya, said Paul Andre de la Porte, the UN resident coordinator in Kenya. However, Mr de la Porte, who also heads UNDP, also feels frustrated by the security situation in the country as well as the apparent inability of the government to move forward with the enactment of the new constitution. UNDP has invested significantly in the promotion of good governance in the country. UNDP was involved in the runner-up to the multiparty politics.

Targeting mainly law reform, voter education and the electoral process, devolution of powers, the Judiciary and Parliament, UNDP helped to transform the country's political landscape and to pave the way for a new political dispensation.

The agency spent more than $2.2 million helping the Attorney-General's Chambers to review penal and rights-based laws. Such reviews led to the abolition of detention without trial and repeal of the notorious aspects of the Chiefs Act.

But perhaps the most visible UN contribution to Kenya's economy is the employment. Currently the UN employs 1,864 national staff and 779 international staff. Of these, 1,661 are based in the UN Gigiri complex while 982 are outside the complex, including around 200 who are upcountry, according to Barnabay Jones, the chief for the Support Services of Unon. The total wage bill, which has an unmistakable ripple effect on the national economy, is in excess of $150 million.

Most of the Kenyans are classified as general staff and include messengers, drivers, clerks, secretaries, administrative assistants, accounts clerks. The general staff jobs are reserved for the nationals of the host country, according to UN rules, and 98 per cent of them are in fact Kenyans, said Mr Paul Okwaro, president of the staff union.

These employees work for the 26 UN agencies in Nairobi as well as the global headquarters of Unep and UN-Habitat. The agencies in Nairobi include such household names as Unicef, UNDP, Unesco, FAO and WHO.

However, Mr Okwaro is concerned about the perception of the public about the UN and its workers. He said many members of the public think the UN staff are "overpaid for doing nothing . . . Some people even think we are given free cars."

To correct such misconceptions, Mr Okwaro would like to reach out and promote the UN's corporate image. "The Union has a duty to build the image of the UN, to get Kenyans to better understand what we do and to take pride in the fact that Nairobi is the only UN headquarters in the developing world".

The UN in Kenya provides enormous business opportunities to businessmen. In 2003, the UN spent nearly $76 million in procurement, according to Mrs Jose Villamin, the deputy chief for Support Services for Unon. The UN purchases office equipment and supplies and contracts out such basic services such as catering, cleaning and gardening, electrical and mechanical works. Firms in Kenya rake in more than $20 million of this procurement business.

The outsourcing is done through competitive bidding. The UN maintains a computerised roster of vendors of more than 1,000 supplies from all over the world. A committee on contracts reviews submissions. However, many people complain competitive bidding tends to favour certain big businesses. They argue that the UN should institute some affirmative action to encourage small businesses owned by indigenous citizens.

Another stimulant for the local economy is the UN conference services. These indirectly promote tourism and generate employment. For example, in 2003 the UN hosted 1,544 meetings, bringing in a total of 28,720 participants. The benefits that accrue to the hotel, travel and tourism sectors are substantial.

Unon alone conducts on average 90 conferences a year, two-thirds of which are held in Nairobi. The others are held in various parts of the world, according to Augustine Aghaulor of the Division of Conference Services. The division currently employs 118 regular staff members, of whom 43 are Kenyans and the rest from 20 other countries.

"The division also employs short-term conference service staff to complement its own regular staff. These include local interpreters, translators, report writers, conference assistants, technicians and messengers," he said.

The division spends about $11 million a year, which includes salaries, operational expenses and equipment costs. Approximately 66 per cent of this amount is spent locally. However, this amount does not include the funds spent directly by Unep, UN-Habitat and UN agencies based in Kenya and elsewhere that sponsor participants from developing countries to attend the conferences. Nor does it include payments by participants from developed countries who are sponsored by their governments.

"The UN has invested in Kenya and we are proud to have our base here in Nairobi," commented Eric Fault, director of the United Nations Information Centre. "Our presence has a direct impact on the economy - and benefits a very wide range of companies, construction, food industry, retail industry, travel agency, the hotel industry and much more."

The UN in Nairobi also coordinates activities in Sudan, Somalia and the Great Lakes. As a result, it draws a lot of additional business to Kenya, commonly in the form of humanitarian supplies and contracts to provide such items as food, drugs and blankets as well as transport and haulage. Such activities are set to increase as the United Nations and its partners have proposed to spend $1.5 million to support humanitarian, recovery and development activities in the war-torn Sudan in 2005

The meteoric rise of Lokichogio is an illustration of this side benefit. Lokichogio has grown from a small cattle boma 11 miles south of the border with Sudan into Kenya's second busiest airport, housing hundreds of UN and NGO workers. Operation Lifeline Sudan, the relief operation based at Lokichogio, spends as much as $1 million a day feeding people. Over the last 10 years, the aid operation has cost $1billion.

The UN presence in Kenya acts as magnet to other international organisations. It attracts diplomatic missions, NGOs and consultancy firms.

Yet the presence of the UN in Nairobi is not just about money. It is also about development ideas, standards setting and ethics. A good manifestation of this UN characteristic is its personnel and procurement policies, which set standards for employment and labour practices in Kenya and the world.

In 2002, the UN signed up with the Aga Khan Hospital for a specialised one-stop clinic for HIV/Aids patients. Dubbed the "Three C's policy", the scheme guarantees that all staff have access to confidentiality, counselling and care, including full and free anti-retroviral treatment for all HIV-positive employees. Through an ingenious system that uses codes rather than patients' names, all HIV-positive staff, plus up to six of their dependants, receive free anti-retrovirals, counselling and dietary advice at the Aga Khan Hospital's special HIV clinic - safe in the knowledge that no administrator at the UN or the hospital will ever see their name.

	
	

	


The UN is big on ideas but short on funds given its enormous responsibilities. The proposed regular budget for the UN globally is $2.9 billion for 2004-2006. This is a small sum compared to most government budgets. It is only slightly higher than Kenya's domestic debt in 2001.

The UN money comes mainly from its members who now number 191. The members are assessed on a scale approved by the General Assembly. Kenya, which joined the UN in 1963, is currently assessed to contribute $148,440 Ð a small price to pay for the scores of benefits it derives from the presence of the UN in Nairobi.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Africa News

December 19, 2004 Sunday

HEADLINE: Kenya;A Special Honour to Have the UNEP Here

BYLINE: The Nation

BODY:
"Nairobi is too far? Too far from where?" That was Mr Donald Kaniaru's reply to this Western diplomat who objected to the idea of establishing Unep in Nairobi, arguing it was too far away. "I asked him, too far from where? That silenced him for good."

Mr Kaniaru was the second secretary at Kenya's UN mission in New York when the country was campaigning to bring Unep to Nairobi.

Mr Kaniaru, a lawyer by training, played a critical role in making history: On December 15, 1972, the UN General Assembly voted for Unep to be established in Nairobi, with all 120 members voting in favour. 

The Unep headquarters came to Nairobi in 1973, first housed in Uchumi House, and then at KICC until 1975 when it relocated to Gigiri. At that time Unep was the only global UN agency in Nairobi. In 1996 the United Nations Office at Nairobi (Unon) was established in Gigiri. This is the umbrella office for all the UN activities in Nairobi.

Thus Nairobi became the first capital in the developing world to host the headquarters of a global UN body. Unep then became the nucleus of the UN headquarters in Nairobi, which today hosts 26 UN agencies and another UN global body, UN-Habitat. Indeed, Kenyans might be forgiven for thinking that Unep-emblazoned on the number plates of numerous cars that ply the United Nations Avenue in Gigiri is the second name of the United Nations.

The campaign to bring Unep to Nairobi was teamwork, Mr Kaniaru says humbly. The team included Njoroge Mungai as the Foreign Minister, Dawson Mramba as the Permanent Secretary, and Joseph Odero-Jowi as the Kenya's Permanent Representative to the United Nations. Mr Kaniaru was Mr Odero-Jowi's right-hand man. The ambassador gave him broad powers and he acted as his "courier" in the diplomatic foray to bring Unep to Nairobi.

Mr Odero-Jowi sent Mr Kaniaru back to Nairobi in advance of a team that was dispatched by the UN to investigate the suitability of Nairobi. Mr Kaniaru showed the UN team places and made a big impression. The team wrote a favourable report, which also set out the financial implications of establishing Unep in Nairobi.

However, Nairobi was only one of four Third World capitals competing for the honour. The others were New Delhi, Mexico and Cairo. So the battle was far from being won. Odero-Jowi moved the African Group at the UN to sponsor a resolution that Unep should be located in a developing country. But he did not stop there. The Kenyans had learned their lesson well. Last time they had made a bid for a UN body D the Industrial Development Organisation (Unido) D the act collapsed miserably. The Kenyans had not done their homework properly, and the General Assembly instead chose Vienna. On December 16, 1966 the UN secretary-general nominated Ibrahim Helmi Abdel-Rahman of Egypt as the first Unido executive director.

In Nairobi, President Kenyatta was in touch with Mrs Indira Gandhi, the Indian Prime Minister, and in New York the Kenyans made no secret of the discussions between Nairobi and New Delhi. In due course, Indian diplomats in New York told their Kenyan counterparts that India was withdrawing in favour of Kenya, following instructions from New Delhi.

The next move for the Kenyans was to rope in the Group of 77, the largest Third World coalition in the United Nations. This was critical, as the Group of 77 articulates and promotes the collective position and interests of Third World at the UN. China, a permanent member of the UN Security Council with veto powers, is an influential member of the Group of 77. When the Group of 77 agreed to support Kenya, Mr Kaniaru heaved a sigh of relief. "I was overjoyed. History was about to be made".

Consequently, Egypt agreed to withdraw, as India reiterated its position that it was backing Kenya in the spirit of Third World solidarity and brotherly relations. Mexico reluctantly soaked the solidarity.

Mr Kaniaru, who was involved in the early stages of the preparation of the 1972 Stockholm Conference, which gave birth to Unep, recently retired from the UN after 28 years of service. He was first offered a job by Unep in 1974 but did not take up the offer with the world environmental body until 1975.

"I was on Unep's salary from February 1975, but on the subject of the environment, its intellectual satisfaction, its practical scope and importance, I was on board from before the organisation was born," he recalls.

However, down the line, the establishment of Unep in Nairobi did not go down well with some critics, particularly in North America. During the 1990s there were many calls for the organisation to be moved away from Nairobi. The proponents said, among other things, that Unep was isolated from other UN agencies and that it was difficult to hire experts to work in Nairobi. The reluctance of the Kenya Government at that time to allow the UN to have its own independent satellite communication did not help matters. Neither did the security situation in Nairobi.

But, as Mr Kaniaru reiterated, the decision to locate Unep to Nairobi was a decision of the UN General Assembly. Only the General Assembly can reverse it. The critics are well aware of this. One of them, Marc Levy, a professor at Williams Colleges in the United States, who in 1997 wanted Unep moved out of Nairobi and set up in either Europe or North America, admitted that such a decision "would be a political hot potato".
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Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire

December 20, 2004

HEADLINE: KEY ENVIRONMENT MEET ACTED ON CLIMATE CHANGE CHALLENGES

BODY:


Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said Monday that the UN Conference on Climate Change which ended in the Argentinean city of Buenos Aires Saturday adopted far reaching measures aimed at helping countries to prepare for climate change.

The conference, the UNEP explained, also adopted the Buenos Aires Programme of Work on Adaptation and Response Measures on climate change due to what the UN body termed as "growing evidence that climate change impacts are already being detected (globally)".

The Programme includes further scientific assessments of vulnerabilities and options for adaptation and support to the National Action Plans on Adaptation of the least developed countries. 

Also in the programme are new workshops and technical papers on various aspects of climate change risk and adaptation and support for mainstreaming adaptation into sustainable development planning.

"The Buenos Aires conference marks ten years of action under the Climate Change Convention to address a problem that will be with us for decades if not centuries to come," Joke Waller Hunter, the Executive Secretary of the Convention, said.

"This was a conference of hope, sparked by the momentum generated by the upcoming entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol on 16 February 2005. The meeting succeeded in bringing adaptation into the mainstream of the intergovernmental process," she added.

The conference also asked the Convention secretariat to convene a seminar of governmental experts next May in Bonn, Germany.

The seminar will, among other issues, promote an informal exchange on actions relating to mitigation and adaptation to assist parties to continue to develop effective and appropriate responses to climate change and policies and measures adopted by their respective governments that support implementation of their existing commitments under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol.

Other decisions welcomed the concrete progress made by the Protocol's clean development mechanism (CDM).

The conference opened the way for new types of CDM projects related to small-scale forestry, thus adding to existing possibilities such as projects that reduce methane from landfills or that promote renewable energy.

In a move strongly supported by business observers, it also gave strong backing to a strengthening of the CDM's Executive Board.

Other key decisions relate to the rapidly evolving carbon market where allowances and credits from projects that reduce emissions can be bought and sold.

"In a few days, on 1 January 2005, emissions trading will become a reality for 12,000 companies in the European Union. The sophisticated system ensuring reliable accounting was presented to ministers present in Buenos Aires," Hunter explained.

Meanwhile, several countries, namely Indonesia, Liechtenstein and Nigeria, joined the Protocol during the conference, bringing the total Kyoto membership to 132 Parties.

Several others announced that their ratification was underway.

Some 6,200 government officials, UN and NGO observers and journalists attended the Buenos Aires conference. The next annual conference will be held from 7-18 November 2005.

JOURNAL-CODE: WPNA
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The Star 

Joint efforts against global warming obstructed by US refusal to cooperate

By MARY MILLIKEN

Global warming is set to continue and bring with it an increase in extreme weather such as hurricanes and droughts, scientists from the United Nations’ World Meteorological Organisation warned last week. 

In its annual report, the WMO said that 2004 would be the fourth-hottest since record-keeping began 150 years ago and global warming would continue with more extreme weather like hurricanes or droughts.  

An unidentified woman placing flags in rubber boots at the main entrance of the 10th International Convention on Climate Change in Argentina, last week. Activists had demonstrated saying rubber boots will not be enough to cope with global warming if the Ministers attending the climate convention do not commit to massive cuts in carbon dioxide emissions.

Natural disasters will end up costing insurers a record US$35bil (RM133bil) this year, after hurricanes lashed the Caribbean and south-eastern United States and a record 10 typhoons soaked Japan, the UN’s Environment Programme said.  

“It is, I believe, unquestioned that climate change is happening now and it is happening at an even higher speed than we expected before,” said UNEP director Klaus Toepfer. 

Overall destruction costs in 2004 will surge to US$95bil (RM361bil) worldwide compared to an average of US$70bil (RM266bil) a year during the last decade. 

The alarm bells came as environment ministers from 80 countries concluded a UN conference on climate change in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

The conference of nearly 200 nations ended Saturday with few steps forward as the United States, oil producers and developing giants slammed the brakes on the European Union’s drive for deeper emissions cuts to stop global warming.  

Although negotiators brokered an 11th-hour agreement on two items, the deal fell short of goals to get talks rolling for after 2012, when the Kyoto protocol to cut greenhouse gases runs out.  

Just two months before Kyoto goes into force thanks to Russia’s recent ratification, the United States has made it very clear it will not sign up for Kyoto’s mandatory caps on emissions after President George W. Bush withdrew from the agreement in 2001. 

The US delegation has also said repeatedly over the two-week conference that it is “premature” to negotiate anything for when Kyoto expires in 2012.  

That stonewalling has earned the United States few friends at this 10th UN meeting, where many of the 6,000 participants wear cords around their necks saying: “No to Bush, Yes to Kyoto”. 

The Argentine hosts and the EU found a compromise in the form of a seminar for 2005 for an informal exchange of information rather than talks on a post-Kyoto regime.  

British Prime Minister Tony Blair will be working to soften Bush on climate change during its G8 presidency next year, but analysts believe he will be unsuccessful. Although responsible for 25% of the world’s emissions, the United States rejects legally binding rules that could hurt economic growth.  

The US position got a boost from Italy in Buenos Aires as it called for an end to the binding agreements of the Kyoto protocol after 2012 in favour of voluntary targets that would entice the United States, China and India.  

Kyoto, which will reduce emissions by 5% in industrialised nations, is only a first step and excludes developing countries like China and India, who are already among the top five polluters.  

The European Union, the world leader in the fight to cut heat-trapping gases, tried to quell notions of dissent in its ranks. “What the Italian minister said is quite right. We have to involve the fast-growing developing countries and the United States in the after-2012 regime,” said Dutch Environment Minister Pieter van Geel, heading the EU delegation.  

EU commissioner for the environment, Stavros Dimas, refused to comment on Italy’s suggestion that countries should not be forced to cut down emissions but said that “targets are very important especially for industrialised countries because they can be used to measure results. So in the future we should consider them.” 

Environmental activists, meanwhile, are exasperated by the lack of urgency at the conference, which they blame on excessive deference to an unwilling United States.  

“We could be leaving this city without any achievement,” said Gurmit Singh of the Climate Action Network in South-east Asia. – Reuters
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Climate Talks Inch Forward Obstructed by United States 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, December 20, 2004 (ENS) - The 10th anniversary UN Conference on Climate Change ended Saturday after adopting a package of measures aimed at helping countries to prepare for climate change. Calling it a conference of hope, Joke Waller Hunter, executive secretary of the convention, said, “The Buenos Aires conference marks 10 years of action under the Climate Change Convention to address a problem that will be with us for decades if not centuries to come." 

The Buenos Aires conference was attended by some 6,200 government officials, United Nations and NGO observers and journalists. 
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Joke Waller Hunter serves as executive secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB))

“This was a conference of hope, sparked by the momentum generated by the upcoming entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol on February 16, 2005. The meeting succeeded in bringing adaptation into the mainstream of the intergovernmental process,” said Waller-Hunter. 

Three new countries - Indonesia, Liechtenstein and Nigeria - joined the Kyoto Protocol during or just before the conference, bringing the total Kyoto membership up to 132 Parties. Several others announced that their ratification was underway. 

Other highlights of the conference included the submissions by the large developing countries Brazil and China of their first national communications outlining their strategies for addressing climate change. 

In the face of growing evidence that climate change impacts can already be detected, the conference adopted the Buenos Aires Programme of Work on Adaptation and Response Measures. 

The Programme includes more scientific assessments of vulnerabilities and options for adaptation, support to the National Action Plans on Adaptation of least developed countries, new workshops and technical papers on various aspects of climate change risk and adaptation, and support for mainstreaming adaptation into sustainable development planning. 

Adaptation to global warming that is increasingly viewed as inevitable, was a key theme of this meeting. But reaching agreement on an “adaptation package” was a struggle. Immediate help for the most vulnerable countries such as small islands and low lying least developed countries was not forthcoming. 

Greenpeace expressed disappointment at the outcome and anger at the United States and Saudi Arabia for "their deliberate tactics of obstruction and delay." 

"We hope that everyone has taken note of the bullying and blocking tactics of the USA at these negotiations. As a result we have a deal that is that barely keeps the process moving," said Greenpeace spokesperson, Steve Sawyer. 

"This agreement ensures that there will not be the kind of progress we need on negotiations of future emissions cuts during the next 12 months, and the adaptation package is far from adequate." 

The complex agreement originally contained plans for a series of informal meetings to discuss the future of the climate regime. At the insistence of the United States, this was reduced to one "seminar." 
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U.S. negotiator Trigg Talley, (left) Mohammed Al-Sabban, Saudi Arabia and Khalid Mohammed Abuleif, Saudi Arabia (Photo courtesy ENB)

U.S. insistence that the agenda not contain any discussions of future cuts or be reported back at the next negotiations was finally amended to allow one informal seminar of governmental experts to go ahead next May in Bonn. 

The seminar will promote an informal exchange on actions relating to mitigation and adaptation to assist Parties to continue to develop effective and appropriate responses to climate change; and policies and measures adopted by governments that support implementation of their existing commitments under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol. 

The seminar is to be conducted “without prejudices to any future negotiations, commitments, process, framework or mandate under the Convention and the Kyoto Protocol.” 

The United States is not a party to the Kyoto Protocol because its requirements for mandatory cuts in greenhouse gas emissions could threaten economic growth, according to the Bush administration's analysis. The United States is addressing climate change through development of a new generation of nuclear reactors, clean coal technology and methods to capture and sequester emissions of carbon dixoide, the primary greenhouse gas. 
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Violet Wolf Saena of Samoa’s Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, said her ministry is responsible for developing Samoa's National Adaptation Program of Action, a time consuming and expensive process for a small island nation. (Photo courtesy ENB)

Many delegates supported providing financial help for small island developing states and least developed countries to assist them in adapting to the sea level rise, extreme weather events, and spread of tropical diseases that are among the devastating impacts of climate change, but a deadlock resulted due to the demands of oil producing countries to address impacts to their economies as the world moves away from fossil fuels. 

Saudi Arabia blocked progress by imposing conditions on making financial assistance available for adaptation in developing countries. Saudi egotiators demanded compensation for loss of oil revenues. 

"For Saudi Arabia to hold out a begging bowl whilst the least and poorest developed countries in the world struggle to cope with floods, droughts and extreme events, is obscene," said Sawyer. 

Debate continued through Friday night and into Saturday morning. In the end, without enthusiasm, exhausted delegates adopted an adaptation package that facilitates some measures for adaptation to the adverse effects of climate change and facilitates activities on modeling and economic diversification regarding the impacts of response measures. 
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Jafrul Islam Chowdhury, minister of environment and forests of Bangladesh must cope with rising sea levels that already inundate his low lying country. (Photo courtesy ENB)

Least developed countries failed for the second year in a row to obtain a commitment for full-cost funding of adaptation through the Global Environment Facility (GEF), an important failure since all financial resources for the Least Developed Countries Fund are channeled through the GEF. 

Adaptation issues overlap with other development activities, and they are viewed as part and parcel of other over-arching development projects. The GEF could supply only partial funding, leaving the rest up to other donors, who sometimes fail to step up with their donations. 

The Least Developed Countries have little bargaining power compared to oil producing countries and the emitters of large amounts of greenhouse gases, sso again this year, they went home unsatisfied. 

Still, the GEF highlighted the programs it is funding such as renewable energy installations on four of Ecuador's Galapagos Islands, and a wind farm in Tunisia that is expected to produce 100 megawatts of power. 

The Fuel Cells Financing Initiative, a global GEF program, is using structured learning and technology transfer to introduce stationary fuel cells. Fuel cells can produce electricity at higher conversion efficiencies than most other currently tested technologies. The initiative, through its structured capacity building and technology transfer approach, is a unique attempt to bridge technological gaps between developed and developing countries. 

Working with 130 countries, the GEF's National Communications Program for Climate Change will contribute directly to education, public awareness, and a policy enabling environment in the area of climate change. 

National projects include stakeholder consultations to formulate the national work plans, technical assessments, workshops, and monitoring and evaluation using capacity indicators and benchmarks. 

Global activities include providing technical backstopping to national teams, creating training workshops, establishing knowledge networks, and disseminating information and lessons learned. 

Other decisions in Buenos Aires welcomed the concrete progress made by the Kyoto Protocol’s clean development mechanism (CDM). The conference opened the way for new types of CDM projects related to small-scale forestry, adding to existing possibilities such as projects that reduce methane from landfills or that promote renewable energy. In a move strongly supported by business observers, it also gave strong backing to a strengthening of the CDM’s Executive Board. 

Joaquín Nieto Sáinz, representing global unions that cover 200 million unionized workers, supported more ambitious greenhouse gas emission reductions as long as civil society representatives are involved in the decision making process. 
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Union leader Joaquín Nieto Sáinz said his members are in favor of steeper cuts in greenhouse gas emissions. (Photo courtesy ENB)

Other key decisions relate to the rapidly evolving carbon market where allowances and credits from projects that reduce emissions can be bought and sold. In a few days, on January 1, 2005, emissions trading will become a reality for 12,000 companies in the European Union. The sophisticated system ensuring reliable accounting was presented to ministers present in Buenos Aires. 

James Wolf, speaking on behalf of the Business Council for Sustainable Energy, stressed the importance of market based approaches to limiting emissions. He emphasized the need to create opportunities for companies from nonsignatory countries to participate in the global response to climate change. 

In addition to adopting formal decisions, the conference has evolved into a global forum for businesses, environmental groups and others to exchange ideas, make contacts and present new reports and findings. Some 60 exhibits and over 150 seminars and events were held on the sidelines of the intergovernmental talks. 

One new report offered in Buenos Aires by the global conservation organization WWF presented evidence that the impacts of climate change on wildlife and nature are worse than scientists had previously feared. 

Commissioned by the WWF, the report "Extreme Weather, does nature keep up?" reveals that nature is struggling against the impacts of extreme weather and that many species and ecosystems will die out, as their natural responses to global warming will be inadequate. 

The report goes one step further than previous studies by analyzing the impact of increased extreme weather events on nature. The combination of an increase in temperature and increased variability of severe weather events place species and ecosystems at an even greater risk than feared. 

"Our report shows for the first time that it is the weather extremes that determine how nature experiences climate change and not just the average temperature increases," said Arnold Van Vliet, the author of the report. 

Leaders of South Pacific Island nations who may lose their homelands as sea levels rise. From right: Masao Nakayama, Micronesia; Enele Sopoaga, Tuvalu; Martin Puta Tofinga, Kiribati; and Redley Killion, Micronesia (Photo courtesy ENB)

To avoid the worst impacts of climate change, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has recommended a ceiling for global temperature rise of two degrees Celsius. The report's authors now recommend this rise be kept to 1.5 degrees - underlining the long held position by the EU and WWF that temperature rises must be kept well below two degrees Celsius and that deep cuts in CO2 emissions should be made around the world to achieve this. 

"Worrying signals continue to reach us about the impacts and risks of climate change," UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan told the meeting in a message delivered by UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has already showed us that the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events may increase," he said. 

"As we mark the 10th anniversary of the Convention's entry into force, we can say with a sense of achievement that our 'child,' so to speak, is growing up," Annan said in his message. "But much more needs to be done as it comes of age, so that we can feel confident that the problem is being adequately addressed." 

Waller-Hunter noted that the past 10 years had seen a strengthening of the science on climate change not least through the IPCC efforts. "We increasingly witness the possible impacts of climate change identified by the IPCC: droughts, floods, hurricanes and the melting of icecaps and glaciers in various regions of the globe." 

Australian Environment Minister Ian Campbell. Australia stands with the United Statesin declining to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, but is still attempting to keep pace with the Kyoto target it would have had if it had ratified. (Photo courtesy ENB)

With these grim forecasts in mind, some 85 ministers along with heads of delegation exchanged views in four panel discussions during the final high-level segment. The discussion themes were “The Convention after 10 years: accomplishments and future challenges;” “Impacts of climate change, adaptation measures and sustainable development;” “Technology and climate change;” and “Mitigation of climate change: policies and their impacts.” 

The next annual conference next Novemberwill see the Kyoto Protocol countries meeting as a group for the first time. The United States will have observer status only at this and future Kyoto Protocol meetings until it ratifies the protocol. 

The United States will participate fully in all meetings on the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change to which the Kyoto Protocol is an amendment.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Fair.org

Journalistic Balance as Global Warming Bias

Creating controversy where science finds consensus

By Jules Boykoff & Maxwell Boykoff

A new study has found that when it comes to U.S. media coverage of global warming, superficial balance—telling "both" sides of the story—can actually be a form of informational bias. Despite the consistent assertions of the United Nations-sponsored Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) that human activities have had a "discernible" influence on the global climate and that global warming is a serious problem that must be addressed immediately, "he said/she said" reporting has allowed a small group of global warming skeptics to have their views greatly amplified.

The current best climate research predicts that the Earth's temperature could rise by as much as 10.4° F by 2100. Studies show that this temperature increase could contribute to a sea-level rise of up to 35 inches by 2100—threatening to flood tens of millions of inhabitants of coastal communities. Warming on this scale would extend the range and activity of pests and diseases, and force land and marine life to migrate northward, thereby endangering ecosystems, reproductive habits and biodiversity.

Moreover, climate forecasts include more and higher-intensity rainfall in some regions, leading to greater flood and landslide damage. In other regions, forecasts call for increased droughts, resulting in smaller crop yields, more forest fires and diminished water resources. These climate shifts threaten the lives and livelihoods of people around the globe, with a greater impact on the most vulnerable.

These gloomy findings and dire predictions are not the offerings of a gaggle of fringe scientists with an addiction to the film Apocalypse Now. Rather, these forecasts are put forth by the IPCC, the largest, most reputable peer-reviewed body of climate-change scientists in history. Formed by the United Nations in 1990 and composed of the top scientists from around the globe, the IPCC employs a decision-by-consensus approach. In fact, D. James Baker, administrator of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and undersecretary for oceans and atmosphere at the Department of Commerce under the Clinton administration, has said about human contributions to global warming (Washington Post, 11/12/97) that "there's no better scientific consensus on this on any issue I know—except maybe Newton's second law of dynamics."

The idea of balance

In 1996, the Society of Professional Journalists removed the term "objectivity" from its ethics code (Columbia Journalism Review, 7-8/03). This reflects the fact that many contemporary journalists find the concept to be an unrealistic description of what journalists aspire to, preferring instead words like "fairness," "balance," "accuracy," "comprehensiveness" and "truth." In terms of viewpoints presented, journalists are taught to abide by the norm of balance: identifying the most dominant, widespread positions and then telling "both" sides of the story.

According to media scholar Robert Entman, "Balance aims for neutrality. It requires that reporters present the views of legitimate spokespersons of the conflicting sides in any significant dispute, and provide both sides with roughly equal attention."

Balanced coverage does not, however, always mean accurate coverage. In terms of the global warming story, "balance" may allow skeptics—many of them funded by carbon-based industry interests—to be frequently consulted and quoted in news reports on climate change. Ross Gelbspan, drawing from his 31-year career as a reporter and editor, charges in his books The Heat Is On and Boiling Point that a failed application of the ethical standard of balanced reporting on issues of fact has contributed to inadequate U.S. press coverage of global warming:

    The professional canon of journalistic fairness requires reporters who write about a controversy to present competing points of view. When the issue is of a political or social nature, fairness—presenting the most compelling arguments of both sides with equal weight—is a fundamental check on biased reporting. But this canon causes problems when it is applied to issues of science. It seems to demand that journalists present competing points of view on a scientific question as though they had equal scientific weight, when actually they do not. 

We empirically tested Gelbspan's hypothesis as we focused on the human contribution to global warming (known in science as "anthropogenic global warming"). In our study called "Balance as Bias: Global Warming and the U.S. Prestige Press"—presented at the 2002 Conference on the Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change in Berlin and published in the July 2004 issue of the journal Global Environmental Change—we analyzed articles about human contributions to global warming that appeared between 1988 and 2002 in the U.S. prestige press: the New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times and Wall Street Journal.

Using the search term "global warming," we collected articles from this time period and focused on what is considered "hard news," excluding editorials, opinion columns, letters to the editor and book reviews. Approximately 41 percent of articles came from the New York Times, 29 percent from the Washington Post, 25 percent from the Los Angeles Times, and 5 percent from the Wall Street Journal.

From a total of 3,543 articles, we examined a random sample of 636 articles. Our results showed that the majority of these stories were, in fact, structured on the journalistic norm of balanced reporting, giving the impression that the scientific community was embroiled in a rip-roaring debate on whether or not humans were contributing to global warming.

More specifically, we discovered that:

    * 53 percent of the articles gave roughly equal attention to the views that humans contribute to global warming and that climate change is exclusively the result of natural fluctuations.

    * 35 percent emphasized the role of humans while presenting both sides of the debate, which more accurately reflects scientific thinking about global warming.

    * 6 percent emphasized doubts about the claim that human-caused global warming exists, while another 6 percent only included the predominant scientific view that humans are contributing to Earth's temperature increases. 

Through statistical analyses, we found that coverage significantly diverged from the IPCC consensus on human contributions to global warming from 1990 through 2002. In other words, through adherence to the norm of balance, the U.S. press systematically proliferated an informational bias.

Global Warming 101

Building on earlier climate science work by William Herschel, John Tyndall and Joseph Fourier, investigations regarding humans' role in global warming began in 1896, when Nobel Prize-winning physicist Svante Arrhenius examined contributions of carbon dioxide emissions to increases in atmospheric temperature. In the 1930s, meteorologist G.S. Callendar gathered temperature records from more than 200 weather stations around the world and attributed temperature increases to greenhouse gas emissions from industry.

In the 1950s, Gilbert Plass' research on atmospheric CO2 and infrared radiation absorption added to a growing scientific consensus that humans contribute to global warming. In 1956, Plass announced that human activities were raising the average global temperature.

Also, beginning in 1958, Charles David Keeling began to document atmospheric carbon dioxide levels from Mauna Loa volcano in Hawaii. His findings of a dramatic increase in CO2—referred to as the "Keeling Curve"—are considered some of the most important long-term data relating to humans' role in global warming. Additionally, 1966 and 1977 United States National Academy of Sciences reports made clear links between human activities and global warming.

NASA scientist James Hansen's 1988 testimony to the U.S. Congress marked solidified scientific concern for human-caused global warming. He said he was "99 percent certain" that warmer temperatures were caused by the burning of fossil fuels and not solely a result of natural variation and that "it is time to stop waffling so much and say that the evidence is pretty strong that the greenhouse effect is here."

Since the formation of the IPCC in 1988 by the United Nations Environment Program and the World Meteorological Organization, a steady flow of IPCC reports have continued to support the notion that humans are contributing to global warming. For example, in 1990 at the World Climate Conference in Geneva, over 700 scientists from around the world gathered to review the IPCC First Scientific Assessment Report in order to set the stage for the crafting of the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). After their review, they released the Scientists' Declaration, which focused on human-caused global warming, and read, "A clear scientific consensus has emerged on estimates of the range of global warming that can be expected during the 21st century.... Countries are urged to take immediate actions to control the risks of climate change." Another salient assertion regarding human contributions to warming manifested in the Second Scientific Assessment Report, released in 1995. The consensus statement strongly asserted that there has been "a discernible human influence" on the global climate.

Balanced to a fault

Specific examples abound that demonstrate a contrast between "balanced reporting" in newspaper coverage and this scientific consensus on human-caused global warming. For example, an article that appeared on the front page of the Los Angeles Times (12/2/92) reported:

    The ability to study climatic patterns has been critical to the debate over the phenomenon called "global warming." Some scientists believe—and some ice core studies seem to indicate—that humanity's production of carbon dioxide is leading to a potentially dangerous overheating of the planet. But skeptics contend there is no evidence the warming exceeds the climate's natural variations. 

Pitting what "some scientists believe" against what "skeptics contend" implies a roughly even division within the scientific community. And putting the term "global warming" in scare quotes serves to subtly cast doubt on the reality of such a phenomenon.

Another front-page Los Angeles Times article (2/8/93), "An Early Warning of Warming: If the 'Greenhouse Effect' Exists, the Arctic Will Be the First to Experience It," provides another example of balance as bias. After stating that "many climate experts are convinced that the world is warming up, probably because of increased atmospheric levels of 'greenhouse gases' given off by the burning of fossil fuels," the article goes on to imply a roughly even division within the scientific community:

    Such a weather log [for the Arctic] will be of tremendous help to the many scientists who are trying to find out whether the current warming trend is merely part of the natural variation in climate—or whether it is the more worrisome result of runaway fossil-fuel consumption. For those caught up in the global-warming debate, this is the threshold question. The evidence so far is inconclusive.

    Scientists agree that the levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere have increased by about 25 percent over the past century. And credible statistics support a finding that not only is the Earth warming but that the past decade was, on average, the warmest since record-keeping began in the latter part of the 19th century. . .

    But is there a clear connection between the rise in carbon dioxide concentrations and the warming temperature? That's where many competent researchers admit they are stumped. They point out that the Earth has gone through other warm spells down through the eons, none of them brought on through human deeds. Today's rising temperatures, they say, may just be another one of those natural fluctuations. 

Aside from the title's insinuation that the greenhouse effect, as a scientific process, may not exist—even though this is a completely uncontroversial piece of science that explains why atmospheres tend to warm planets—the article also portrays a balanced debate on whether global warming is caused by fossil-fuel emissions.

Yet another example of this balance-as-bias phenomenon comes from a 1995 Washington Post article (3/28/95) that previewed the First Conference of the Parties (COP1) to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change in Berlin. The article described "the lack of international consensus on the causes and hazards of global warming" before turning to the concerns of residents of the Maldive Islands, a low-lying country that could be submerged if rising tides from global warming continue. After citing the distress of the Maldive president, the article closes by saying:

    On the other hand, some skeptical meteorologists and analysts assert that global warming reflects a natural cycle of temperature fluctuation and cannot be decisively tied to human actions. "As far as we are concerned, there's no evidence for global warming, and by the year 2000 the man-made greenhouse theory will probably be regarded as the biggest scientific gaffe of the century," Piers Corbyn, an astrophysicist at London's Weather Action forecasting organization, told the Reuters news agency. 

As a final example, a Los Angeles Times article from 2001 (4/13/01) stated:

    The issue of climate change has been a topic of intense scientific and political debate for the past decade. Today, there is agreement that the Earth's air and oceans are warming, but disagreement over whether that warming is the result of natural cycles, such as those that regulate the planet's periodic ice ages, or caused by industrial pollutants from automobiles and smokestacks. 

These articles all demonstrate that adhering to the journalistic norm of balanced reporting can, in the end, lead to biased coverage.

Dueling scientists

As we have seen, the "dueling scientists" became a common feature of the prestige-press terrain in the United States. Late in 1990, a coherent and cohesive group emerged to challenge the claims that were made in the IPCC reports. S. Fred Singer, Don Pearlman, Richard Lindzen, Sallie Baliunas, Frederick Seitz, Robert Balling Jr., Patrick Michaels and others began to speak out vociferously against the findings of the IPCC. This group is what Jeremy Leggett's book The Carbon War dubbed the "Carbon Club," describing them as "the foot soldiers for the fossil-fuel industries."

Scientists from the Carbon Club consistently found their way into the news. For example, in a Washington Post article headlined "Primary Ingredient of Acid Rain May Counteract Greenhouse Effect" (9/17/90), the skeptics were afforded prominent billing. Discussing the relative role of sulfur dioxide, the article stated:

    If the role of sulfur cooling proves to be large, and this is still far from certain, some researchers say it could be necessary to continue burning fossil fuels in order to produce sulfur dioxide to fight the carbon dioxide-driven warming. "I would not be surprised if somebody suggested concentrating fossil fuel power plants on the eastern margins of continents, which would put a lot of sulfates into the atmosphere, which would rain out over the oceans, which have a tremendous capacity to absorb acidity," [Patrick] Michaels [of the University of Virginia] said. "This plan would make sense because the prevailing winds blow from east to west." 

In another article from the New York Times (4/22/98), another global-warming skeptic, Dr. Frederick Seitz, was portrayed as supporting a supposedly scientific study pushing the idea that carbon dioxide emissions were not a threat to the climate, but rather "a wonderful and unexpected gift from the Industrial Revolution."

These global warming skeptics deflect attention away from the IPCC's consensus on the human contributions to global warming, thereby providing space for politicians to call for "more research" before tinkering with the status-quo consumption of fossil fuels. Through "balanced" coverage, the mass media have misrepresented the scientific consensus of humans' contribution to global warming as highly divisive, what the Washington Post (10/31/92) once referred to as "the usual fickleness of science." Such coverage has served as a veritable oxygen supply for skeptics in both the scientific and political realms.

Time for a currency transfer

To the surprise of many, the George W. Bush administration released a report in late August 2004 stating that carbon-dioxide emissions and other heat-trapping greenhouse gases are the most plausible explanation for global warming. Contrary to previous presidential proclamations, the report indicated that rising temperatures in North America were attributable in part to human activity and that this was having detectable effects on animal and plant life. New York Times environment reporter Andrew Revkin (8/26/04) dubbed this "a striking shift in the way the Bush administration has portrayed the science of climate change."

Yet despite this recent report, the Bush administration did not flinch in its stance on the issue of global warming. It continued to spurn the Kyoto Protocol, oppose actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from automobiles and emphasize uncertainties in the underlying climate-change science, calling for more research before taking action to curb human contributions to warming (New York Times, 11/13/02). In fact, John H. Marburger, Bush's science adviser, said (Washington Post, 8/27/04) that the most recent report has "no implications for policy." Marburger asserted, "There is no discordance between this report and the president's position on climate."

So why has the United States government—from President George H.W. Bush to Bill Clinton to George W. Bush—been so reluctant to seriously address global warming? A number of factors have contributed to this spectacular inaction: the oil and coal industries' tanker-load of annual campaign contributions to national politicians, these industries' well-connected cadre of lobbyists working Capitol Hill with aplomb, the crucial disjuncture between a scientific community that deals in a language of uncertainty and probability and a political culture that barks "If it ain't certain, it ain't real," the Bush administration's long-standing relationship with the energy industries, and so on.

But a much subtler mechanism is also at work: the journalistic norm of balanced reporting, widely considered one of the traditional pillars of good journalism. By giving equal time to opposing views, the major mainstream newspapers significantly downplayed scientific understanding of the role humans play in global warming. Certainly there is a need to represent multiple viewpoints, but when generally agreed-upon scientific findings are presented side-by-side with the viewpoints of a handful of skeptics, readers are poorly served. Meanwhile, the world dangerously warms, conservative think tanks gut the precautionary principle, and humankind—from the Carbon Club to the Boys and Girls Club—faces a dire future.

This critique is not meant as a personal attack on individual journalists. In fact, adhering to the norm of balance is a sign of professionalism, and, let's not forget, approximately 35 percent of the articles in our sample got the story correct. There are a number of journalists, such as Andrew Revkin of the New York Times, who are providing sound coverage of this important issue. We are more concerned with the institutional features and professional norms and practices of the mass-media system than we are with naming names of questionable journalists. Of course, these features will change when individual journalists, editors, publishers, scientists, policy makers and citizens work effectively to change them.

Clearly, the notion of balance is much more complex than it appears on the conceptual surface. Journalists have already begun the appropriate excavation of the term "objectivity." Similar archaeological work should also be carried out on "balance."

Jules Boykoff is a visiting assistant professor of politics at Whitman College in Walla Walla, Washington, where he teaches courses on U.S. politics, foreign policy and mass media. Maxwell Boykoff is a doctoral candidate in the department of Environmental Studies at the University of California—Santa Cruz, where he teaches a natural—science course on climate change and a social science course on political economy and the environment.
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Bloomberg

Vail, Cie. des Alpes Go Year-Round, Buy Rivals as Climate Warms 

Dec. 21 (Bloomberg) -- As Michel Hofstetter sees it, skiing in the Alps hasn't been the same since the late 1970s. 

``Back then, we were skiing in Chamonix by November, and sometimes even October; things now start later and finish earlier,'' recalls the 61-year-old former ski instructor who runs Hofstetter Sports in Geneva. What's bad for skiers is creating an opportunity for the world's biggest ski resort operators. 

Rising temperatures are helping Intrawest Corp., Vail Resorts Inc. and Compagnie des Alpes increase their share of the market as lower-altitude slopes are forced to invest in snowmaking or shut down. The companies are buying ski areas and creating four-season playgrounds to reduce their dependence on snowfall in one area. 

Lifts in Chamonix, the French valley that hosted the first Winter Olympics in 1924, are opening this week, two weeks behind schedule. Cie. Des Alpes, which runs the Chamonix ski areas, in September bought 20 percent of Swiss lift operator Aletsch Riederalp. It plans to buy resorts in central Switzerland that are above 1,500 meters and have guaranteed snow, says Eric Guilpart, the Boulogne, France-based company's marketing director. 

Global temperatures will increase 1.4 to 5.8 degrees Celsius (2.5 to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit) by 2100, threatening lower- elevation ski areas, the Nairobi, Kenya-based United Nations Environment Program said in a report released last year. 

In the Swiss Alps, snow levels below 1,500 meters (4,920 feet) showed a statistically significant drop from 1981 to 2000, says Christoph Marty of the Institute for Snow and Avalanche Research in Davos, Switzerland. 

`Closer to Christmas' 

``We are skiing closer and closer to Christmas and so, with a shorter season, ski operators have to boost profitability to survive,'' says Georges Ducel, who helps manage sports-related stocks for Paris-based Tocqueville Finance SA, with 1.5 billion euros ($2 billion) in assets, including shares of Cie. des Alpes. 

Fifteen years ago, European resorts could count on snow above 1,200 meters, says Rolf Buerki, a professor of economic geography at the University of Zurich. That elevation has risen to 1,500 meters, meaning only 63 percent of Switzerland's 230 ski areas can rely on adequate snow, he says. The snow level may climb to 1,800 meters by 2030, guaranteeing skiing at just 44 percent of the resorts. 

``The consolidation process is unavoidable and means fewer stations, but with more options and greater profitability for the operators,'' Buerki says. 

Vancouver-based Intrawest has stakes in 11 ski areas, including Whistler Backcomb in western Canada. Net income jumped 75 percent to $59.9 million in the 12 months through June. The company's shares have risen 8.4 percent this year and closed yesterday at C$25.90. The 27-member Toronto Stock Exchange Consumer Discretionary Index, which includes Intrawest, gained 5.3 percent in the period. 

`Perceived Risk' 

``There is a perceived and an actual risk to weather fluctuations,'' says Daniel Jarvis, 54, head of Intrawest's leisure and travel unit. ``We earn most of our income in a three- month time frame, but it is difficult to achieve a higher market capitalization if we are saddled with this perception of risk. We have to break out of that trend.'' 

Intrawest and Toronto-based Manulife Financial Corp. plan to invest about $400 million over the next 10 years to expand the Mont Tremblant ski resort in Quebec's Laurentian Mountains, the companies said in August. 

North American ski resorts are less vulnerable to warmer temperatures because they began investing in snowmaking equipment 20 years ago, says Daniel Scott, a professor of geography at the University of Waterloo in Canada. Companies with several resorts are better able to profit as weather patterns change. 

Bad Years 

``The Intrawests of the world, with resorts in Quebec and the Rockies, are better able to absorb some bad years that would put a mom-and-pop operation out of business,'' Scott says. 

Vail, Colorado-based Vail Resorts in 2002 bought the Heavenly Valley ski area, which straddles the border between California and Nevada in the Sierra Nevada, for $99 million to expand beyond the Rocky Mountains. A year earlier it bought a majority stake in Rockresorts International LLC, which owns hotels in California, Florida, New Mexico, Vermont and Washington, as well as Wyoming and Colorado. 

The company's net loss narrowed to $5.96 million dollars in the year ended July 31, from $8.53 million a year earlier. Its shares closed yesterday at $22.72, bringing their gain for the year to 34 percent. Bloomberg U.S. Entertainment Index, which has 27 members, including Vail, rose 10.8 percent in the period. 

Prices Rise 

The French government helped found Cie. des Alpes in 1989 to modernize tourism in the French Alps. The company made an average of one acquisition a year from 1990 to 2002 and now has interests in 14 ski areas, including Saas-Fee in Switzerland and Courmayeur in Italy, as well as Chamonix. In 2002, the company bought Grevin & Cie., operator of the Parc Asterix theme parks. 

``External growth is an essential element to our strategy,'' says Guilpart, 47. 

Net income fell 23 percent to 18 million euros in the year through September, though revenue jumped 85 percent to 428 million euros. The company's stock is up 4.1 percent this year and closed yesterday at 63.90 euros. The 13-member Bloomberg Europe Entertainment Index has gained 42 percent since Jan. 1. 

Cie. des Alpes' lift prices have risen 2.5 percent to 3 percent a year, and a one-day adult pass at Chamonix now costs 43 euros, according to Guilpart. Skiing has become more expensive because customers get better service than they used to, he says. The improvements include faster lifts, more snowmaking, better trail grooming and automated lift check-in. 

Nature Tours 

Smaller ski resorts are scrabbling to afford these upgrades, says Ducel of Tocqueville Finance. Snowmaking equipment typically costs about $600,000 for every kilometer (0.62 mile) of piste and operating costs are about $30,000 a season for the average slope, according to the University of Zurich's Buerki. 

``It's the medium-sized resorts that can neither offer a family skiing niche nor have the means to invest that are being squeezed,'' Ducel says. 

Faced with rising expenses, a gloomy environmental prognosis and an aging population that is less inclined to hit the slopes, smaller hills are also trying to diversify. 

``If there isn't enough snow by Christmas, we will offer different activities like cross-country skiing, our adventure fort and nature tours where you can still get fresh air and relax,'' says Christian Brevet, manager of Les Rousses, an independent ski resort at 1,110 meters in France's Jura Mountains. 

In Geneva, 50 kilometers away, Hofstetter is less sanguine about the coming ski season. His family has run Hofstetter Sports since 1934. 

``We used to be able to ski at Les Grands Montets in Chamonix until mid-June,'' he says. ``Now it's more likely to be mid-May.'' 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times

EU fails to agree on genetic crop imports

By Fiona Harvey, Environment Correspondent, in London

European Union environ- ment ministers on Monday moved to clamp down on toxic materials in batteries and to strengthen the involvement of citizens in environmental issues, but left some other issues, including global climate change, dangling.

ADVERTISEMENT

In their last meeting of the year, the ministers failed to agree on importing genetically modified crops, and the EU's biggest environmental concern - climate change - remained in the balance.

The United Nations conference on climate change ended on Saturday with the EU's position under threat from the US and developing nations.

The US tried to block discussions of the future of the UN-brokered Kyoto protocol on climate change, and, with the backing of some oil- producing countries, succeeded in significantly watering down an agreement to hold a seminar next year on climate change issues.

As a result, the seminar on climate change that will take place in Bonn in May will do so "without prejudices to any future negotiations, commitments, process, framework or mandate under the [United Nations framework] convention [on climate change] and the Kyoto protocol", according to the final wording agreed by the conference.

Developing countries expressed concern that their growth should not be inhibited by having to adopt reductions in their greenhouse gas emissions.

The US is the world's biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, blamed for causing climate change, but developing nations are catching up.

A report from the Pew Centre on Climate Change found that China produced 14.8 per cent of the world's greenhouse gases, behind the US at 20.6 per cent but above the European Union, which accounted for 14 per cent of emissions. India produced 5.5 per cent and Brazil 2.5 per cent. The Kyoto protocol binds developed nations to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions to below 1990 levels by 2012.

Opposition from the US to UN action on climate change, and developing nations' reluctance to embrace carbon curbs, leaves EU climate change strategy in some difficulty.

Developing the next stage of the Kyoto protocol, the main provisions of which only last to 2012, will require more widespread agreement than the EU appears able to command at present.

The EU's carbon reduction scheme, which will cap industrial greenhouse gas emissions and implement tradeable permits for carbon emissions, is scheduled to begin in January, but a handful of EU countries are unlikely to be ready.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

UN News Centre

UN-backed climate change conference ends with package of new measures
18 December 2004 – The tenth-anniversary United Nations Conference on Climate Change concluded today in Argentina after adopting a package of measures aimed at helping countries to prepare for climate change.

“The Buenos Aires conference marks ten years of action under the Climate Change Convention to address a problem that will be with us for decades if not centuries to come,” said Joke Waller Hunter, Executive Secretary of the Convention.

“This was a conference of hope, sparked by the momentum generated by the upcoming entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol on 16 February 2005,” she said. “The meeting succeeded in bringing adaptation into the mainstream of the intergovernmental process.”

The conference adopted the Buenos Aires Programme of Work on Adaptation and Response Measures, which includes further scientific assessments of vulnerabilities and options for adaptation, new workshops and technical papers on various aspects of climate change risk, and support for mainstreaming adaptation into sustainable development planning.

The conference also asked the Convention secretariat to convene a seminar of governmental experts next May in Bonn to continue discussions on the issue. 

Meanwhile, Indonesia, Liechtenstein and Nigeria joined the Protocol during or just before the conference, bringing the total Kyoto membership up to 132 Parties. Several others announced that their ratification was underway.

Other highlights of the conference included the submissions by Brazil and China of their first national communications outlining their strategies for addressing climate change.

In addition to adopting formal decisions, the conference has evolved into a global forum for businesses, environmental groups and others among the thousands of participants to exchange ideas, make contacts and present new reports and findings. Some 60 exhibits and over 150 seminars and events were held on the sidelines of the intergovernmental talks.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Panama News

Annan calls for deeper South-South cooperation

- -

New York: UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called for deeper south-south cooperation but warned that without a partnership between the industrialized and developing nations, the goal of halving extreme poverty by 2015 would not be met.

Political solidarity within the developing world over the past several decades has helped put development at the heart of the global agenda," Annan said in his message on the occasion of observance of Day for South-South Cooperation. But today policies and other steps are needed that would give more practical expression to that solidarity so that people in all countries can benefit form globalization and improve their standard of living, he added. In developing countries, which form the majority of the UN membership, "some of the leading challenges of our time -- such as poverty, environmental degradation and the spread of infectious disease -- are most acute," he said.

In preparing next September's UN summit to review global progress towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of reducing poverty, he called for recognition that "the role of South-South cooperation has never been more critical." "And let us all pledge to do our utmost to harness that great power in or shared battle against poverty and insecurity," he said.

As part of the observance of the Day, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) invited 2004 Nobel peace Laureate Wangari Maathai of Kenya to address UN delegates and staff members.

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN puts its future up for debate in biggest challenge yet


By Mark Turner in New York 
Published: December 20 2004 22:03 | Last updated: December 20 2004 22:03
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After an extremely difficult 24 months, 2005 could prove to be a make-or-break year for the United Nations. 
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In September, world leaders will gather in New York to debate how to make the UN capable of meeting the challenges of the new century, 60 years after its foundation in San Francisco.

At issue is the UN's ability to address the security concerns of its most powerful members, as well as demands for a fairer global economic system from its weakest.

Calls for reform came to a head after the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003. Kofi Annan, the secretary-general, called this moment as important as 1945 itself, and Gerhard Schröder, the German chancellor, said recently that strengthening the UN was “the most important task that we have before us in the coming times”.

This month, a panel of 16 veteran politicians and diplomats offered 101 recommendations on how to make “collective security”, in its broadest sense, work. Their report covered the whole field: weapons of mass destruction and terrorism, Aids, environmental degradation, poverty, how to maintain peace, and when to go to war.

The panellists also pressed the UN to update its institutions, by enlarging the UN Security Council, reforming the secretariat and establishing a new peace-building commission to deal with failed states.

Mr Annan hoped the report would launch a difficult but constructive debate on saving the one thing all countries agree is essential: an international forum dedicated to collective security, comprising all nations, bound by rules and driven by a sense of common interest. Successful reform would be the crowning achievement of his tenure.

But the week the report was released, another challenge came to a head. Buoyed by electoral success and infuriated at the UN's positions on Iraq some US Republicans launched a full frontal assault on Mr Annan's leadership.

The attack focused on the UN's management of Iraq's oil-for-food programme, an unprecedented attempt to police a country's entire economy, in order to stop its leadership from obtaining weapons of mass destruction without hurting its people.

Over the course of this year, US and other investigators have shown that through kickbacks, bribes and smuggling, Saddam Hussein was able to divert billions of dollars to fund his regime. Accusations mounted that UN officials were complicit in the fraud. Under pressure, the UN launched its own independent, investigation, headed by Paul Volcker, former chairman of the US Federal Reserve.

The hardliners were bolstered by several other scandals. Allegations emerged that Mr Annan's own son may have abused his position. Meanwhile, Sudan, accused of genocide at home, was elected to the UN Human Rights Commission.

Investigations into alleged sexual harassment by the head of the UN Refugee Agency led to no action, while evidence was found of sexual exploitation by UN peacekeepers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Iraq continued to be a constant thorn in the UN's side. Amid rising insecurity, Mr Annan was unable to deploy his staff in large numbers to help oversee the country's transition. He infuriated the US by calling the Iraq war “illegal” shortly before the US elections, and by sending a letter warning against military action in the rebel-held town of Falluja.

“A spectacular failure, as well as a great mediocrity, Annan is looking increasingly ineffectual and isolated,” wrote Nile Gardiner, a senior fellow with the Heritage Foundation, in the National Review. As one UN ambassador suggested recently, it all added up to “the perfect storm”. The attack came to a head when Norm Coleman, a Republican senator from Minnesota, wrote an article in the Wall Street Journal calling for Mr Annan to resign.

Mr Annan began to show the strain. In an interview with the Financial Times, he insisted he would stay on to oversee the UN's reform process, but was concerned that could be undermined.

Over recent days, however, supporters of Mr Annan including many world leaders have rallied to his defence and John Danforth, the US ambassador to the UN, insisted that the White House retained its confidence in the secretary-general despite earlier indications to the contrary.

US advocates for the UN suggest that the administration has realised it still needs the organisation. “It is very difficult to think of an exit strategy from Iraq, even in the long-term, without the UN,” notes William Luers, head of the United Nations Association in the US. But the next few months still promise to be tempestuous. UN members will hold a series of meetings to discuss the high-level panel's reform proposals. They are likely to be difficult.

In March, Mr Annan will issue his own proposal, weaving together questions of UN reform, how to meet the Millennium Development Goals (to halve poverty by 2015) and how to raise new financing for developing countries. By September, the UN hopes, world leaders will be able to take some decisions. But success is far from assured.

The oil-for-food scandal will also continue to overshadow the talks. Next month, Mr Volcker's commission will issue a preliminary report. In June his full report will be released. Both will almost inevitably refuel the UN attack.

And even if Mr Volcker's report does allay criticism, the next set of fights over who should get new seats on the UN Security Council, how to turn reform proposals into practice, and who will pay for them may well make the current round look like a warm-up before the main event.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Saudi Government Approves Kyoto Climate Protocol

SAUDI ARABIA: December 21, 2004

RIYADH - Saudi Arabia, the world's biggest oil exporter, gave its approval on Monday to the Kyoto protocol which aims to stem global warming, the official Saudi Press Agency said.

It said the decision was taken by ministers at a weekly cabinet meeting and a royal decree is being prepared to formally endorse the step.

As a developing country, Saudi Arabia would not be subject to emissions cuts under Kyoto, a requirement only binding 30 industrialised nations. Some 135 nations have formally given their support to the pact.

Saudi Oil Minister Ali al-Naimi, speaking in Argentina on Thursday, said his country hoped to sign the protocol but expects to lose billions of dollars in oil sales as developed nations implement the pact.

"By the year 2010, Saudi Arabia will lose at least $19 billion a year as a result of the policies the industrialised nations will adopt to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions," Naimi told a UN climate change conference.

The oil giant, which sits on the world's biggest reserves of crude, expects to lose even more money after 2012 when the Kyoto protocol's requirements are seen getting stiffer, he said.

Along with the United States, Saudi Arabia has been accused by environmentalists of resisting global climate change efforts.

The OPEC leader is accused of blocking talks to create a new fund to help poor nations adapt to global warming by demanding compensation for oil export losses.

Saudi Arabia has called for research to improve technology to recover greenhouse gases at the point of production of fossil fuels, easing the impact of environmental measures on oil exporters.

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE

____________________________________________________________________________________________
ROE MEDIA UPDATE   - 20 DECEMBER 2004
On COP Climate Change

FT, 20 December : UN debate to focus on poor nations’ emissions

The role of developing nations in tackling global climate change will be highlighted when talks on the United Nations' response to global warming resume in May.

As diplomats tried to assess the results of the UN conference on climate change, which finished in Buenos Aires at the weekend, the biggest unanswered question was whether developing nations would have their greenhouse gas emissions capped in future stages of the UN-brokered Kyoto protocol on climate change. The main provisions of the protocol last only until 2012.

http://news.ft.com/cms/s/780f9bbe-522d-11d9-961a-00000e2511c8.html
Le Figaro, 20 décembre : Conférence climat: un accord byzantin pose les jalons de l'"après-Kyoto"

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) - Un accord byzantin a posé samedi matin à Buenos Aires les jalons d'une discussion sur les suites à donner au protocole de Kyoto à l'échéance en 2012 de cet accord de lutte contre le changement climatique(…..)

Sa prochaine entrée en vigueur (16 février) va conduire à l'ouverture en novembre 2005 de négociations en vue de nouveaux engagements après 2012, comme stipulé par le protocole.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/041220064327.vpin7kwz.html
Libération, samedi 18 décembre : Effet de serre. Echec des négociations à Buenos Aires. Les Etats-Unis refusent d'aborder l'après-Kyoto.
La conférence sur le climat fait un four (Translation : the Climate conference,  a  flop)

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=262621
Les Echos, 20 décembre : 
La conférence sur le climat de Buenos Aires frôle l'échec   [image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]




La conférence sur le changement climatique s'est terminée samedi matin dans une atmosphère de forte tension. La seule décision a été d'organiser un séminaire informel en mai

(NB: Web-link not available unless subscribed)

Le Monde, 20 décembre : Protocole de Kyoto: l'Australie prend ses distances avec les Etats-Unis (presse)

L'Australie, pourtant fidèle alliée des Etats-Unis, s'est distancée de la stratégie américaine pour tenter de retarder les actions internationales sur les émissions de gaz à effet de serre, a rapporté lundi la presse.
http://www.lemonde.fr/web/dh/0,14-0@14-0@2-3244,39-24159078,0.html
Other environmental news

Le Figaro, 20 décembre : Le Brésil crée une zone protégée de la taille de la Belgique en Amazonie

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) - Le gouvernement d'Amazonas (nord du Brésil) a crée vendredi une zone protégée de la taille de la Belgique au sud-est de cet Etat afin de contenir les déboisements effectués dans la région. 

"C'est l'une des zones les plus stratégiques de la frontière agricole", la région où s'ouvrent les nouvelles plantations de soja, a indiqué à la presse Virgilio Viana, secrétaire du développement soutenu d'Amazonas, l'un des neuf Etats qui forment "l'Amazonie Légale" qui recouvre près de 60% du territoire brésilien.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/041217160711.xt8t3kod.html
Le Monde, 19 décembre : Et si certains récifs coralliens tiraient profit du réchauffement climatique...

Le réchauffement climatique fait-il peser une menace supplémentaire sur les récifs coralliens, déjà durement touchés par les activités humaines, pollution et pêche à l'explosif notamment ? C'est ce que concluait une déclaration, dite d'Okinawa, sur la conservation et la restauration à l'échelle mondiale des récifs coralliens en péril, rendue publique en juillet, à l'issue du Congrès international tenu sur ce thème.

http://www.lemonde.fr/web/article/0,1-0@2-3238,36-391457,0.html
____________________________________________________________________________________________
UN Daily News – 20 December 2004
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Fighting in eastern DR of Congo that forced thousands to flee appears to have stopped, UN says
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Tens of thousands of civilians flee clashes, attacks in eastern DR Congo - UN
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UN seeks $183 million in 2005 to aid Darfur refugees in Chad
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Guinea-Bissau faces challenges but donors must remain committed, Annan says
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Haiti: UN helps remove ex-soldiers occupying Aristide house
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UN school shelters 600 Gaza families displaced by Israeli offensive

• 
Drought, locusts, war hit food production in sub-Saharan Africa – UN report

• 
Near-record global production of rice still falls below need, UN says

• 
New UN publication advises how to reduce deaths from cervical cancer

• 
UN telecommunications agency cited among top 10 most enduring institutions

Annan recommits UN to help Iraq hold elections after deadly terror attacks 

20 December - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today pledged anew full United Nations support for the Iraqi people in holding elections following yesterday's terror attacks that killed over 60 people, including three election workers, while in Baghdad his top envoy took the symbolic step of determining which parties would head the ballot list. 

"No cause can justify the killings of innocent civilians and the cold-blooded murder of election workers whose only purpose is to help the Iraqi people exercise their democratic right to vote," Mr. Annan said in a statement issued by his spokesman in New York, condemning "in the strongest possible terms" the attacks in the two holy cities of Najaf and Karbala, as well as in Baghdad, in which more than 120 people were also wounded. 

"The United Nations will continue to do everything possible to assist the Iraqi people in holding elections and in completing their political transition in an orderly way," the statement added, calling on all Iraqis not to be deterred by these attacks and to come together in a spirit of national reconciliation. 

Meanwhile at a ceremony in Baghdad to determine the order on the ballots for the elections, scheduled for 30 January, Mr. Annan's Special Representative Ashraf Qazi pulled out the first three numbered balls from a rolling barrel containing 256 balls, each corresponding to one of the groups running. 

"It is truly in the interest of every Iraqi citizen, whatever their political views, to participate in this electoral process," Mr. Qazi said, expressing confidence that the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq will be able to organize a credible, fair and transparent poll. 

He added that the UN was privileged to have assisted the commission in preparing the ballot. Over 20 UN electoral experts have been working with the commission inside Iraq, and many more from outside the country, helping to draft regulations and procedures as well as in training. 

Mr. Qazi discussed preparations for the vote with Interim President Ghazi Al Yawer and Prime Minister Iyad Alawi in separate meetings. The talks also dealt with efforts to encourage broader participation in the political process as well as the security situation. 

In both meetings, Mr. Qazi said the UN would continue to do everything it can to support Iraq through the transitional process both on political and humanitarian fronts. 

Fighting in eastern DR of Congo that forced thousands to flee appears to have stopped, UN says 

20 December - Fighting last week that caused tens of thousands people in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to flee their homes appears to have stopped, the United Nations peacekeeping mission there said today. 

According to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), fresh fighting that broke out Sunday in the Lubero area of North Kivu was due to efforts by one faction of the national armed forces' 8th Military Region to push back another one from its positions. 

Thirty-thousand people already had been driven out of Kanyabayonga last week, prompting the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) to issue a statement yesterday warning that unless the fighting stopped, the massive displacement could have disastrous consequences for civilians, as it was too dangerous for relief organizations to deliver food aid. 

MONUC has sent teams to investigate the latest developments on the ground. 

Tens of thousands of civilians flee clashes, attacks in eastern DR Congo - UN 

19 December - Fighting between armed groups and attacks against civilians have caused tens of thousands of people in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to flee their homes in parts of North Kivu along the Rwandan border, where instability is preventing relief supplies from reaching those in need. 

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in the territory of Lubero reports that the populations of entire villages there – tens of thousands of people – have fled their homes near Kanyabayonga. 

Helicopter reconnaissance flights confirmed that several villages along the road from Kanyabayonga to Lubero are 80 per cent empty today. This new displacement is in addition to the 30,000 people who fled their homes in Kanyabayonga earlier this week. 

“People have had no choice but to run,” said Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator. 

“Unless the violence stops immediately, this massive displacement will have disastrous consequences for civilians,” he warned. “It is too dangerous to deliver aid to them at this point.” 

A joint mission between OCHA, Agro Action Allemand and the European Commission's Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO), managed to access the area north of Kanyabayonga and found towns and villages empty. Few displaced people were seen on the main road. Witnesses report that the population has taken to the forest, fearing attacks in the area. 

Humanitarian organizations had been forced to withdraw from there earlier in the week due to the deteriorating security situation. The civilian population is fleeing not only direct military action, but also constant harassment from armed groups. “Witnesses report that troops arrived in the area with little or no logistical support and are now taxing the population for food and other goods” said Mr. Egeland. 

The inhabitants of Kanyabayonga fled their homes last week when it became clear that their town was to become the front line in fighting between Government troops and mutinous elements of the DRC Army's 8th Military Region. The populations of several other nearby towns and villages fled over the next few days. 

OCHA also reported that tens of thousands who had fled fighting earlier in the year were forced to flee the places in which they had sought refuge. 

“The longer people are displaced, the greater their needs will become. People have fled with no more than they could carry,” Mr. Egeland said. 

According to the International Rescue Committee, the number of people displaced by the last six years of conflict in the DRC is now estimated at 3 million – 2.5 million in the east alone. That non-governmental organization estimates that 3.8 million people have died as a direct or indirect result of the conflict over the last six years. 

UN again calls on Sudan's Government and rebels to cease hostilities in Darfur 

20 December - In a yet another effort to implement a ceasefire in Sudan's western Darfur region, the United Nations and its partners have called on both the Government and rebels to cease hostilities in the latest deterioration in a conflict that the UN has termed the world's worst humanitarian crisis. 

The Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM), a body consisting of the UN, the Government and diplomats set up during Secretary-General Kofi Annan's official visit to Sudan in July to deal with the crisis - including the disarming of government-sponsored militias responsible for attacks on civilians - met yesterday in Khartoum, the capital, at the UN's request following the recent upsurge of violence. 

The UN and its partners voiced concern over the recent fighting in breach of an April ceasefire agreement and the Abuja Protocols, a series of humanitarian and security accords signed last month in the Nigerian capital to end the conflict in Darfur, where 1.65 million people have been displaced since rebels took up arms last year to demand a greater share of economic resources. Janjaweed and other pro-government militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers. 

At the meeting the UN and its partners also expressed concern at the scale and nature of the military offensive by the Government "to clear" the roads, and its impact on civilians. It was agreed that the government would immediately cease hostilities while the UN and the African Union (AU), which has a monitoring mission in the area, would request the rebel groups to do the same. 

The UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS) reported that the Government agreed also to withdraw its forces to the lines of 8 April 2004, when the Government and the two rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), signed a ceasefire agreement. 

During the meeting, the Government reported that the SLA attacked an oil field in Sharif between South Darfur and Kordofan on Saturday, killing 10 soldiers and injuring 5 civilians. The Government indicated that it reported the attack to the AU. 

A number of trucks from a company hired by the UN World Food Programme (WFP) to transport food were reported to have been hijacked by the SLA east of Nyala. The AU secured the release of some of them. There were also reports that the SLA yesterday stopped a commercial convoy carrying relief supplies to Nyala and took drums of diesel and fuel. 

UN seeks $183 million in 2005 to aid Darfur refugees in Chad 

20 December - Faced with a large-scale influx into Chad of refugees from the fighting in Sudan's Darfur region and the prospect of new waves fleeing across the border, the United Nations is calling for nearly $183 million to cater for a whole list of urgent needs in 2005, a 10 per cent increase over this year. 

During the last 16 months, some 200,000 people have fled into eastern Chad, leading to growing tensions between the refugees and the local population as the two groups increasingly compete for scarce water, food and land, and endangering the economic and political stability of the impoverished country as a whole. 

"Unless the conflict in western Sudan is resolved, new waves of refugees must be anticipated," the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said. "This additional demographic pressure would exacerbate the already precarious security and humanitarian situation, including increased food insecurity." 

Among its priorities OCHA listed the essential needs of both refugees and the local population, including water, agriculture, animal rearing and food security and basic services such as health and education. 

The Consolidated Appeal (CAP) launched last month totals $182,691,840 to implement 64 projects, compared with the revised 2004 figure of $166 million, of which $129,430 603 or 78.2 per cent had been funded as of October. It is part of an overall $1.6 billion requested by the United Nations to fund its worldwide relief programmes next year. 

The 2004 CAP initially sought just $30.1 million but as the situation continued to deteriorate, requirements were revised to enable organizations to better address the needs of a growing number of refugees. 

Some 1.65 million people overall have been displaced by the Darfur conflict, in which Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after rebels took up arms last year to demand a greater share of economic resources. In May this year, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Humans Rights (OHCHR) presented a report to the Security Council revealing violations of human rights consisting of war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

The report indicated evidence of abuses committed by the Sudanese Government and the Janjaweed militia including forced displacements, assassination of civilians and rape. The violence in Darfur included attacks by the Janjaweed in the border areas between Sudan and Chad. 

Guinea-Bissau faces challenges but donors must remain committed, Annan says 

20 December - With emergency United Nations funding for Guinea-Bissau running out by the end of this month and despite a military mutiny in October, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan is appealing for continued political, financial and technical assistance to the West African country so that it can be stabilized and carry out sustainable development plans. 

The $18.3 million Emergency Economic Management Fund, created by a panel of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and administered by the UN Development Programme (UNDP), paid some salary arrears to Government workers and provided basic social services. 

The Transitional Government had improved revenue collection and paid current salaries, "partially alleviating hardship in many households," Mr. Annan said in a report to the Security Council on developments in Guinea-Bissau and the activities of the UN Peacebuilding Support Office there (UNOGBIS). 

Nonetheless, "the socio-economic situation remains critical. The Government does not have the resources to meet recurrent expenditure and clear the huge backlog of salary arrears inherited from the previous Government," he says. 

Meanwhile, the mutiny of 6 October has "increased the danger of polarization of Guinea-Bissau along ethnic lines, especially given the widespread perception that the revolt was inspired by Balanta elements in the armed forces, intent on assuming control of the military establishment," he says. 

The population comprises 30 per cent Balanta, 20 per cent Fula, 14 per cent Manjaca, 13 per cent Mandingo, 7 per cent Papel and less than 1 per cent European and mixed race. 

The mutiny, which led to the assassinations of the Chief of General Staff and the military spokesman, was led by officers complaining of the Government's failure to pay salaries, especially for tours of duty as UN peacekeepers, corruption and poor living conditions. 

They got their nominee, Maj. Gen. Tagme Na Waie, appointed Chief of General Staff and he has announced the military hierarchy's readiness to carry out a long planned reform of the military structure, Mr. Annan says. 

There is "growing exasperation that recurrent military interventions are preventing the resumption of development assistance, economic opportunities and improvement in living conditions," he says. 

Haiti: UN helps remove ex-soldiers occupying Aristide house 

20 December - United Nations peacekeepers took less than an hour last Friday to move an armed group of demobilized soldiers who were squatting in the house of former Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a UN spokesman said today. 

"At the request of Haiti's interim government, peacekeepers from the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) helped remove the former soldiers. No one was hurt in the operation, which lasted less than an hour," Fred Eckhard said at the daily UN Headquarters press briefing in New York. 

"The removal followed failed attempts at mediation by members of political parties and civil society groups and the UN Mission." 

MINUSTAH said the use of force was a last resort. 

The Mission was pleased that the transitional Government was going to address the grievances of former soldiers, such as pension payments and their re-integration into civil society, Mr. Eckhard said. 

Meanwhile, the World Bank said it signed two grants totalling $1.36 million to implement two of Haiti's projects: one for solid waste management and another for community-managed rural water supply and sanitation services. 

The projects are included in a $6.4 million grant programme approved by the World Bank in September and financed by the Low-Income Countries Under Stress (LICUS) Trust Fund, the Bank said. 

According to UN World Health Organization (WHO) estimates for 2000, only 51 per cent of rural households in Haiti had access to a minimum of clean water and only 23 per cent had adequate sanitation. 

"These grants will help meet the urgent basic social and infrastructure needs of some of the most vulnerable populations in Haiti," said Caroline Anstey, World Bank Country Director for the Caribbean. 

"They are part of a larger grant program designed in close collaboration with the Government of Haiti and international partners which aims to have a quick impact on the ground and support government efforts to launch reforms and strengthen institutions." 

UN school shelters 600 Gaza families displaced by Israeli offensive 

20 December - Following a two-day offensive by Israeli forces into the Khan Younis refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, the main United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees has opened one of its schools to provide temporary accommodation to 600 families displaced by the fighting. 

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) immediately served the families hot meals and water in addition to providing mattresses, blankets and mats. 

Meanwhile as Christmas approaches in Bethlehem, two UN bodies have published a report on the devastating impact that Israeli policies have had on the little hilltop town, where according to the New Testament, Jesus Christ was born 2,000 years ago. 

Once a bustling cultural and spiritual centre hosting tourists and pilgrims from around the world, Bethlehem has become an isolated town, with boarded up shops and abandoned development projects, according to the report - "Costs of Conflict: The Changing Face of Bethlehem" - released by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the UN Office of the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process (UNSCO). 

"The age-old link between Jerusalem and Bethlehem is nearly severed as a result of Israeli policies including settlements, a host of physical barriers and roads restricted to Israelis," it says of the Israeli restrictions imposed after the outbreak of the Palestinian intifada uprising four years ago. 

"Without a political settlement that can remove the host of physical obstacles, including the barrier, and the influence of Israeli settlements, the future for Bethlehem residents looks bleak." 

It adds that restricting access to Jerusalem's and Bethlehem's holy sites risks aggravating religious divisions in an area that has historic and religious importance for Christians, Muslims and Jews alike as well compounding the economic crisis, since tourism has the potential to bring in outside sources of income. 

Drought, locusts, war hit food production in sub-Saharan Africa – UN report 

20 December - Drought, invasions by crop-devouring locusts and civil conflicts have seriously affected food security in sub-Saharan Africa, with 23 countries facing emergencies, aid deliveries way below the previous period and needs increasing in the coming year, according to the latest United Nations report on the region released today. 

Despite normal or above-average production in some countries, food aid needs amounted to 3.1 million tons in the just-ending 2003-2004 period, of which 2.8 million tons have been delivered, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Africa Report. This compares with 4 million tons delivered in 2002-03. 

In 2004-05 food aid needs are expected to increase in view of production shortfalls in several countries, but the actual aid requirements will only be known once the ongoing harvests in eastern and western Africa are completed. 

In West Africa, assessment missions by FAO and the UN’s World Food Programme (WFP) have found that aggregate cereal production for 2004 will remain within the five-year average of 11.6 million tons, but droughts and locust invasions have caused severe localized damage to crops and pastures in many countries. 

In Mauritania, the most-affected country, cereal production is set to drop 44 per cent compared to last year. Cape Verde has also been badly affected by poor rainfall and locusts and will be facing a larger-than-usual food deficit in 2004-05. To the south, an escalation of violence in Côte d’Ivoire has displaced thousands of people into Liberia since early October, making them dependent on food aid. 

Several countries in East Africa have had below-average crop production due to erratic seasonal rains and civil conflict, exacerbating the already precarious food situation in the region. In Sudan, more than 4 million people are estimated to be in need of humanitarian assistance, mainly due to the conflict in Darfur, which has drastically disrupted agricultural production. 

A “well-below average” maize crop in Kenya, coupled with poor rains in pastoral areas, has resulted in a precarious food situation, with nearly 2.7 million people needing humanitarian aid. 

In the Central Africa Republic, a strong agricultural recovery is being constrained by persistent insecurity, while the volatile situation in the Republic of Congo continues to hamper humanitarian assistance there. Increased tensions between Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have raised the spectre of renewed armed conflict and subsequent impacts on food production. 

In southern Africa weather conditions for the main 2004-05 agricultural season, which has just begun, are forecast to be normal but the region’s food security situation remains precarious. In Zimbabwe high prices and shortages of maize grain are causing serious food security concerns and widespread shortages of key agricultural inputs such as seeds, fertilizers and fuel are expected to continue. Some 4.8 million people – about 40 per cent of Zimbabwe’s population – are in need of emergency food assistance. 

In a related development FAO announced today that Morocco will send 22 farming experts and technicians to Djibouti in the Horn of Africa to work with local experts, as part of the agency’s South-South Cooperation Programme, a global initiative that aims to strengthen cooperation among developing countries at different stages of development to improve agricultural productivity and ensure access to food for all. 

The $1.2 million project will be financed by the Islamic Development Bank, the Governments of Saudi Arabia and Djibouti and FAO. 

Near-record global production of rice still falls below need, UN says 

20 December - Global rice production this year almost hit the 1999 record, but was inadequate for projected consumption and left little available for trade, the United Nations agricultural agency says. 

Global paddy production reached an estimated 611 million tons, 27 tons higher than 2003, with most of the increases taking place in Asia, especially China and Indonesia, the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) says in its "Rice Market Monitor - December 2004." 

The United States was expecting a record-breaking harvest, while recovery was expected to push output over 2003 in Australia and the European Union, it says. 

Production was set to rise in Africa, with particularly large crops expected in Egypt, Madagascar and Guinea-Bissau, and in Latin America, with excellent crops in Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay. 

Rice inventories would rise to only 99 million tons, 4 million tons less than in 2003, and consumption would have to be supplemented from stockpiles, it says. 

Bad weather was expected to result in smaller harvests in eight Asian countries, including India and Thailand, and in the hurricane-battered Caribbean, it says. 

Export prices have slid since September and the forecast for exports have dropped by 400,000 tons to 26.1 million tons in 2004 and was forecast to slump by 900,000 tons to 25.2 million tons in 2005, FAO says. 

New UN publication advises how to reduce deaths from cervical cancer 

20 December - Many of the quarter of a million deaths a year from cervical cancer worldwide could be avoided if women got affordable early screening and treatment of pre-cancerous lesions, according to a new manual endorsed by the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO). 

The 255-page "Manual for Planning and Implementing Cervical Cancer Prevention Programmes," outlines low-cost ways of visually inspecting the area at the base of the womb, freezing pre-cancerous lesions and giving follow-up treatment. 

It says about 80 per cent of the half a million new cases of cervical cancer that occur annually are found mainly in Latin America, the Caribbean, sub-Saharan Africa and the Indian sub-continent. 

The manual was compiled by the Pan-American Health Organization, WHO's division in the Americas and a member of the Alliance for Cervical Cancer Prevention (ACCP), and four other organizations. 

The World Health Assembly next March will discuss a resolution on reinforcing comprehensive cancer policies and strategies of member states, PAHO said. 

UN telecommunications agency cited among top 10 most enduring institutions 

20 December - The United Nations global telecommunications agency, whose roots go back 80 years before the world body was founded, today joined the United States Constitution as one of the world's top 10 most enduring institutions selected by a panel of distinguished scholars from US universities. 

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU), which brings together government and the private sector and has been instrumental in building global telecommunication networks through the advent of telephone, radio, television, satellite communications and Internet technologies, was cited in the category of Government Institution as "notable for its effective information flow." 

The awards were announced by Booz Allen Hamilton, a global strategy consulting firm, in order to celebrate institutions that "have reinvented themselves time and again - and remained market leaders - as the unique circumstances of their founding have given way to changing conditions." 

Founded in 1865 as the International Telegraph Union, ITU became a specialized agency of the UN in 1947 and most recently held the first World Summit on the Information Society, at which 175 countries pledged to bring the benefits of information and communication technologies to all of humanity by 2015. 

UN expert welcomes Italian veto of bill seen as infringing judicial independence 

20 December - A United Nations legal expert has welcomed Italian President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi's veto of a judicial reform bill, seen as "a worrying limitation" of the independence of the judiciary. 

The Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers of the UN Commission on Human Rights, Leandro Despouy, expressed his satisfaction at Mr. Ciampi's decision to send the bill back to the lawmakers. 

Mr. Despouy had earlier written Mr. Ciampi a letter detailing his concerns. "The reforms represent a worrying limitation to the guarantees of independence that, for over a decade now, have been considered to be key features of the Italian judiciary and have conferred upon Italy an enviable international prestige and moral authority, and served as a model to other countries," he declared. 

Among his concerns were the role of the Justice Ministry in nominating a chief prosecutor, paving the way for possible Government interference; the weakening of the powers of the Higher Judicial Council, the independent body in charge of controlling the judiciary; and powers attributed to the Executive over the Judiciary that are in conflict with the independence of the judiciary and are likely to result in undue Executive interference in the disciplinary process and decisions affecting judges. 

Cooperation among poor States is vital for reaching development goals, Annan says 

19 December - Without a partnership between the industrialized and developing countries, otherwise known as the North and the South, the United Nations goal of halving extreme poverty by 2015 will not be reached, “but deeper South-South cooperation is also vital,” UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said on the first Day for South-South Cooperation today. 

“Political solidarity within the developing world over the past several decades has helped put development at the heart of the global agenda,” Mr. Annan said in his message. 

“Today we need policies and other steps that will give more practical expression to that solidarity, so that people in all countries can benefit from globalization and improve their standards of living.” 

In developing countries, which form the majority of the UN membership, “some of the leading challenges of our time – such as poverty, environmental degradation ad the spread of infectious disease – are most acute,” he said. 

In preparing next September's UN summit to review global progress towards meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of reducing poverty, he called for recognition that “the role of South-South cooperation has never been more critical.” 

“And let us all pledge to do our utmost to harness that great power in or shared battle against poverty and insecurity,” he added. 

As part of the observance of the Day, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) invited 2004 Nobel peace Laureate Wangari Maathai of Kenya to address UN delegates and staff members on Monday. 

As an exemplar of South-South cooperation, Ms. Maathai's 27-year-old, Nairobi-based Greenbelt Movement has helped groups in 15 African countries undertake afforestation projects and offer environmental and sustainable land-ause education. 

Annan calls for broader accession to convention on migrant rights 

18 December - Noting that only 27 governments have acceded to or ratified the convention on migrant rights, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on the other 164 United Nations Member States to ratify the international pact and to work with the committee recently established to monitor adherence. 

The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families calls for international cooperation “to prevent and eliminate illegal or clandestine movement and employment of irregular migrants and thus combat exploitation,” he said in a message to mark International Migrants Day today. 

He also urged governments to report to the treaty's monitoring committee on the measures they have taken to implement the Convention's provisions, while meeting their obligation to consider claims from individuals that their rights have been violated. 

With an estimated one in 35 people a migrant, the Day offers an opportunity to reflect on the contributions they have made to economies, societies and cultural advancement around the world, Mr. Annan said. 

UN-backed climate change conference ends with package of new measures 

18 December - The tenth-anniversary United Nations Conference on Climate Change concluded today in Argentina after adopting a package of measures aimed at helping countries to prepare for climate change. 

“The Buenos Aires conference marks ten years of action under the Climate Change Convention to address a problem that will be with us for decades if not centuries to come,” said Joke Waller Hunter, Executive Secretary of the Convention. 

“This was a conference of hope, sparked by the momentum generated by the upcoming entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol on 16 February 2005,” she said. “The meeting succeeded in bringing adaptation into the mainstream of the intergovernmental process.” 

The conference adopted the Buenos Aires Programme of Work on Adaptation and Response Measures, which includes further scientific assessments of vulnerabilities and options for adaptation, new workshops and technical papers on various aspects of climate change risk, and support for mainstreaming adaptation into sustainable development planning. 

The conference also asked the Convention secretariat to convene a seminar of governmental experts next May in Bonn to continue discussions on the issue. 

Meanwhile, Indonesia, Liechtenstein and Nigeria joined the Protocol during or just before the conference, bringing the total Kyoto membership up to 132 Parties. Several others announced that their ratification was underway. 

Other highlights of the conference included the submissions by Brazil and China of their first national communications outlining their strategies for addressing climate change. 

In addition to adopting formal decisions, the conference has evolved into a global forum for businesses, environmental groups and others among the thousands of participants to exchange ideas, make contacts and present new reports and findings. Some 60 exhibits and over 150 seminars and events were held on the sidelines of the intergovernmental talks. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
20 December 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon,

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of Iraq:

“The Secretary-General condemns in the strongest possible terms the latest series of attacks in the two holy cities of Najaf and Karbala, as well as in Baghdad, in which more than 60 people, including three election workers, were reportedly killed and more than 120 wounded.  No cause can justify the killings of innocent civilians and the cold-blooded murder of election workers whose only purpose is to help the Iraqi people exercise their democratic right to vote.

The Secretary-General once again calls on all Iraqis not to be deterred by these attacks and to come together in a spirit of national reconciliation.  The United Nations will continue to do everything possible to assist the Iraqi people in holding elections and in completing their political transition in an orderly way.

The Secretary-General extends his sincere condolences and deepest sympathies to the families of all the victims of these callous attacks.”

**Iraq
Meanwhile on the ground, at a ceremony earlier today in Baghdad organized to determine the order of political parties and entities on the ballots for the upcoming elections, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, expressed confidence the Independent Electoral Commission of Iraq will be able to organize credible, fair and transparent elections.

Qazi was given the honour of pulling out the first three numbered balls from a rolling barrel which contained 256 balls, each corresponding to one of the political entities or coalitions running in the elections.  The final tally is available upstairs.

At the ceremony, Qazi said the United Nations is privileged to have assisted the Independent Electoral Commission in preparing for the polls.

Over 20 UN electoral experts have been working with the Commission in Iraq, supported by many more from outside the country, and have helped the Commission in drafting regulations, procedures, and modalities, as well as training.

“It is truly in the interest of every Iraqi citizen”, Qazi said, “whatever their political views, to participate in this electoral process”.

Preparations for the elections were the major topic of the discussions Qazi had today with Iraqi Interim President Ghazi Al Yawer and Prime Minister Iyad Alawi in separate meetings.

Talks also addressed efforts to encourage broader participation in the political process as well as the security situation in the country.

In both meetings, Qazi said the UN will continue to do everything it can to support Iraq through the transitional process, both on political and humanitarian fronts.  He is scheduled to have similar discussions later today with Interim Deputy Prime Minister Barham Saleh.

**MONUC -- Update
Turning to developments in the Democratic Republic of the Congo:

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says that tens of thousands of civilians have fled renewed fighting in the territory of Lubero, in the eastern province of North Kivu.

The new displacement is in addition to the 30,000 people who fled the locality of Kanyabayonga, also in North Kivu, last week –- after fighting between what’s reported to be factions of the DRC’s national army.

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs warns that unless the fighting stops, the massive displacement could have disastrous consequences for civilians, as it’s too dangerous to deliver food aid.

OCHA’s Humanitarian Coordinator in the DRC is calling on the military authorities to provide a neutral humanitarian space in this area so that humanitarian aid can be delivered to the displaced population.

In its latest update, the UN Mission in the DRC says that fighting appears to have halted around Kanyabayonga, and that the fighting on Sunday was due to efforts by one faction to push back another one from its positions.

The Mission has sent teams to investigate the latest developments on the ground, and we hope to update you when we get more information.

**Sudan
The United Nations has expressed its concern about recent fighting and ceasefire violations in Darfur.

The Joint Implementation Mechanism, consisting of the United Nations, the Government of the Sudan and diplomats, met yesterday in Khartoum at the request of the United Nations and its partners to discuss the situation in Darfur.

The United Nations and its partners expressed concern about the recent fighting in violation of the ceasefire agreement and the Abuja Protocols.  They expressed concern also about the scale and nature of the military offensive by the Government of the Sudan “to clear” the roads and its impact on civilians.  At the end of the meeting, it was agreed that the Government will immediately cease hostilities.

The United Nations and the African Union are requesting that the rebel groups do the same.

The UN mission in Sudan also reported that the Government agreed also to withdraw its forces to the lines of 8 April 2004.

Here in New York, a briefing on recent developments in Sudan has been requested in the Security Council and is expected at 10 a.m. tomorrow.

**Guinea-Bissau
The Security Council held consultations on Guinea Bissau this morning.

Briefing the Council on the latest report by the Secretary-General was Joao Bernardo Honwana, his Representative for Guinea Bissau.

In that report, which is out on the racks today, the Secretary-General notes that Guinea-Bissau has made important progress since the 1998/1999 conflict.

As the country moves towards the completion of the ongoing transitional process, new challenges emerge, as evidenced by the military mutiny of 6 October 2004, he says.  It is regrettable that since the beginning of the transition, qualified optimism has been replaced by growing scepticism.

He also notes an enhanced perception that the military poses the greatest obstacle to the consolidation of democracy and peace.

**Haiti
In Haiti, last week's armed stand-off between authorities and an armed group of demobilized soldiers, which had taken over the house of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, came to an end late Friday.

At the request of Haiti’s interim government, peacekeepers from the UN Mission helped remove the former soldiers.  No one was hurt in the operation, which lasted less than an hour.

The removal followed failed attempts at mediation by members of political parties and civil society groups, as well as the UN Mission in Haiti.

The Mission says the use of force was a last resort, but was pleased at the lack of bloodshed in the operation.

In addition, the Mission welcomes initiatives taken by Haiti’s transitional government to address the legitimate claims made by the former soldiers over the payment of pensions, as well as moves to reintegrate them into civil society.

We have more on that upstairs.

**UNRWA
After a two-day offensive by Israeli forces into the Khan Younis refugee camp in Gaza, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees –- known as UNRWA –- opened one of its schools to provide temporary accommodation to 600 families displaced by the fighting.   The Agency immediately served these families with hot meals and water, in addition to providing mattresses, blankets and mats.

For more information, you can see an UNRWA press release upstairs.

**Bethlehem
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the Office of the Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process have published a report on Bethlehem.

The report takes a look at the economic and social impact of the conflict on this city of importance for Jews, Christians and Muslims.

And the report is available online as well as in our office.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan estimates that more than 30,000 military personnel have been disarmed in that country.  About 1,000 troops were scheduled for disarmament yesterday alone, the Mission says.

Yesterday’s briefing notes from Kabul provide details, including the fact that, as the demobilized soldiers are being taught non-military skills, one activity that has proved very popular is tailoring.  We have copies of the briefing notes upstairs.

**SG Message -- South-South Cooperation
Yesterday was the UN Day for South-South Cooperation.  And the Secretary-General issued a message, saying that such cooperation is still not as wide-ranging and effective as it could be.  At the same time, he acknowledged that political solidarity among countries of the South has helped put development at the heart of the global agenda.

We have the full text available upstairs.

At 4 o’clock this afternoon, Zepherin Diabre, the Associate Administrator of the UN Development Programme, will be joined by Wangari Maathai, the 2004 Nobel Peace Laureate, at a press conference in this room to brief you on the UN Day for South-South Cooperation.

And there will be a related commemorative event at 3 this afternoon in Conference Room 2.  And we have more information on that in my office.

**Climate Change Conference
The tenth anniversary of the UN Conference on Climate Change concluded over the weekend, after adopting a package of measures aimed at helping countries to prepare for climate change.

The Conference also considered the carbon market -- which allows for companies to sell or trade credits that they have earned by reducing their emissions, and which will come into force in the European Union on 

1 January.

The next meeting on climate change will be a seminar of governmental experts, to be held in Bonn next May.  And we have a press release with more on that.

**SG Press Conference
The Secretary-General will hold his year-end press conference tomorrow.  And we will get back to you with a specific time later this afternoon.  I assume it will be in the morning.

**Serge Beaulieu
And finally, it is with great sadness that we learned of the death on 12 December of Serge Beaulieu, of the Caribbean Network System, after a two-and-a-half year battle with lung cancer.

I’m sure you all will join us in extending to his wife and family our condolences, as we remember fondly his two decades of covering the United Nations from this house.

That’s all I have for you, thank you.

Yes, Warren?

Questions and Answers
Question:  With regard to that briefing on Sudan tomorrow Fred, will that be done by Jan Pronk or somebody else?

Spokesman:  I don’t have that detail.  I don’t think Pronk is in New York any more.  But we’ll check for you and let you know afterwards.  Yes, Massoud? 

Question:  Fred, over the weekend, Mr. (inaudible), I think, a UNDP official who is preparing this report for UNDP I think, on Arab affairs and the Middle East, said that the report is not liked by the United States and that the United States may cut off $100 million of UNDP funds.  This is a Reuters report.  He said that over the weekend.

Spokesman:  You’ll have to ask the UN Development Programme about that.  My understanding is that that report is still in the editing stages.  But any details, I think, you should get from UNDP.  I’ve not heard anything about withholding funds.  You’ll have to ask UNDP.

Yes, Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Fred, the three election workers that were killed in Iraq, are they local workers, Iraqi workers or are they international staff?

Spokesman:  They’re Iraqis.  Yes?

Question:  On behalf of the UN Correspondents Association, I have to lodge a strong protest at the appalling secrecy of events last week.  I’m referring, of course, to you tying the knot.  On behalf of us all, congratulations. 

Spokesman:  Thank you very much.  Thank you to UNCA.




	UNEP and the Executive Director in the News








•	Daily Nation – Having UN in Nairobi


•	Africa News - Kenya;A Special Honour to Have the UNEP Here


•	PANA - HEADLINE: KEY ENVIRONMENT MEET ACTED ON   CLIMATE CHANGE   CHALLENGES


•	The Star  - Joint efforts against global warming obstructed by US refusal to cooperate


•	ENS - Climate Talks Inch Forward Obstructed by United States


•	Fair.org - Journalistic Balance as Global Warming Bias


•	Bloomberg - Vail, Cie. des Alpes Go Year-Round, Buy Rivals as Climate Warms












































Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
2

