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         UN advises greens to cool the preaching

              NITED NATIONS --Would Jesus drive a Jeep? Or a Land Rover or a Land Cruiser or a

              monstrous Dodge Ram? Absolutely not, say some god-fearing members of the anti-SUV

              crowd. They may well be right, if one could ever know. Divine guidance might favor the

         likes of Meryl Streep, who tools around New York in a Prius, Toyota's groundbreaking

         gas-electric hybrid. She applauded it in a recent interview as a "great, great car" that delivers 51

         m.p.g. yet still can accelerate to 105 m.p.h.

         How effective are appeals to environmental conscience and consciousness? Not as great as

         advocates of the green life hoped, says Klaus Toepfer, the UN's leading expert on the subject.

         The traditional message from the greens as well as some environmentally aware governments

         --is too "guilt-laden," too judgemental and too disapproving, Toepfer thinks. Instead of turning

         folks on to the environment, it's turning them off, he has concluded.

         Toepfer, the former German environment minister who now heads the UN Environment Program,

         had this to say in a recent address on the subject. "Messages from governments exhorting

         people to drive their cars less or admonishing them for buying products that cause

         environmental damage appear not to be working. People are simply not listening. Making

         people feel guilty about their lifestyles and purchasing habits is achieving only limited

         success."

         Only 5 percent of citizens in developed countries in the Northern Hemisphere are hooked on a

         belief in sustainable lifestyles and sustainable consumerism, according to UN experts who have

         studied the numbers.

         "So," said Koepfer, "we need to look again at how we enlist the public to reduce pollution and

         live in ways that cause minimal environmental damage. We need to make sustainable lifestyles

         fashionable and cool. . . We also need to make it clear that there are real, personal benefits to

         living in harmony with the planet."

         Cited by UN officials as examples of an effective, nonpreachy approach to the issue are

         campaigns by KIA, the Korean automobile maker, and the household detergents industry in

         Europe. KIA is running a program in Britain -- which has essentially ceded its own auto

         industry to foreign manufacturers -- urging motorists not to get out their cars for short trips,

         only for longer distances. Every British buyer of a KIA auto gets a free mountain bike in the

         purchase package as an incentive to use foot pedals as well as the gas pedal.

         Also, the company is helping to promote networks of parents who walk their kids to school

         rather than roll out the family car for every little trip. Gasoline is very expensive in Britain and

         most of Europe, so campaigns like this resonate there much more than they would in the US or

         Canada. Too, distances from here to there are generally much shorter in much of Europe,

         certainly in the British Isles and the Low Countries.

         The detergent makers' "Wash Right" campaign, also praised by UNEP, extols the virtues of low

         temperature laundering, which results in lower energy consumption and, say the manufacturers,

         is easier on clothes.

         Jaccqueline Aloisi de Larderel, head of the UNEP division of technology, industry and

         economics which is spearheading the agency's sustainable consumption initiative, said this was

         not about consuming less but about consuming differently: doing so efficiently and at the same

         time improving the quality of life. "It also means sharing between the richer and the poorer," she

         noted.

         "Many rapidly industrializing developing countries, such as China, are keenly aware of the

         environmental threats posed by uncontrolled consumerism and the risks of not making

         products environmentally friendly," Aloisi de Larderel said. (China has incorporated sustainable

         consumption into law, with certifications of environment-friendly products and tax reductions

         for low-pollution vehicles.) 

         Praised by UNEP experts are Kluber, a leading German industrial lubricants company, which

         maintains a mobile laboratory to check on factories to make sure their equipment works

         efficiently, thus curbing toxic emissions as well as unhealthy machinery vibrations and noise;

         and Allegrini of Italy, which sells its detergent directly to household consumers from its own

         vans, reducing a homemaker's need to drive to a store for the product.

         "Many developing countries are keen to buy environmentally sound products and services but

         do not know where to go [to get them]," said Bas de Leeuw, coordinator of UNEP's sustainable

         consumption program. "We are developing an information network and Internet service so that

         if, say, they want to buy environmentally friendly [items], they know where to go."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Ski Resorts Get Creative to Battle Global Warming 

                      LAKEWOOD, Colorado, February 20, 2003 (ENS) - The ski resort industry is at risk from global warming as glaciers melt and snowfalls diminish. But the  industry has recognized the danger and is taking steps to limit its own    emissions of greenhouse gases responsible for climate change. Ski lifts are

                      powered by the wind, energy efficient building techniques are in use, and  resort vehicles are running on alternative fuels. 

                      Skier at Vail Ski Resort in  Colorado (Photo courtesy Ski  Resort USA)

                      The National Ski Areas  Association (NSAA), the  trade association for ski  area owners and operators,  started an environmental  program in June 2000 when  130 winter resorts adopted  an environmental charter to  voluntarily reduce their  environmental impacts.  This season the                      association has adopted a   new climate change policy to address global warming.  On Saturday, dubbed Sustainable Slopes Outreach Day, resorts will showcase  the efforts they are making to reduce carbon dioxide and other heat trapping   greenhouse gases. 

                      Skiers and snowboarders will have a chance to sign up for global warming  solutions of their own. "For diehard skiers and snowboarders, winter is  already too short," said NSAA's president, Michael Berry. "The ski business  depends on snow and we view global warming as a long term concern. We are                      doing our part to help fix the problem, and we're giving our guests an  opportunity to join in the fight." 

                      As part of the solution, NSAA ski resorts across the country have partnered  with the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), a national environmental organization based in Washington, DC, in a new campaign -   Keep Winter Cool - to highlight the impact of global warming on winter recreation. 

                      "Global warming is a tough challenge, but we know how to fix it," said Dr.   Daniel Lashof, deputy director and chief scientist for the NRDC Climate  Center. "The problem is pollution from cars and power plants, which traps  heat in the atmosphere. The answer is cleaner, smarter energy technologies that pollute less. The ski industry is calling attention to the threat, and more important, the solutions that exist right now to fight global warming." 

                      One retail electricity company is taking part in the Keep Winter Cool solution. Green Mountain Energy Company has purchased enough windpower to run  the main chair lifts of five ski resorts for the day. The 18,000 kilowatt-hours of  wind energy will offset more than 10 tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions at the five ski areas - three in New York: Gore Mountain, Holiday Valley, and   Peek 'n Peak, and two in Oregon: Mount Bachelor and Mount Hood  Meadows. 

                      On Saturday, representatives from Green Mountain Energy will be present at  seven ski areas - Gore Mountain, Greek Peak, Holiday Valley, Peek 'n Peak and  Whiteface in New York and Mount Bachelor and Mount Hood Meadows in Oregon - to help resort guests purchase wind power for their homes. 

                      "Making electricity emits billions of tons of carbon dioxide pollution into the air annually," said Thomas Rawls, CEO of Green Mountain Energy Company. "Many people don't know about this serious threat to our environment and  we're excited about the opportunity to educate skiers across the nation. We                      hope our efforts will have a snowball effect on building support for cleaner  energy sources like wind power." 

                      Mt. Hood Meadows is offering customers a chance to buy $2 Mini-Green Tags from the Bonneville Environmental Foundation to support electrical   production from renewable energy facilities. The average single car round trip   between Portland, Oregon and the resort produces 140 pounds of carbon dioxide. The purchase of a $2 Mini-Green Tag allows guests to offset those emissions. 

                                                        Skier at Jackson Hole Mountain  Resort (Photo courtesy JH Realty)

                                                        In Wyoming, Jackson Hole Mountain Resort  president Jerry Blann                                          serves as NSAA  Environmental Committee chairperson. The resort  purchases wind energy to                                                     power two of its chairlifts -  Moose Creek and Union  Pass. Jackson Hole is  planting trees to absorb                                                        carbon dioxide as an  offset to business air  travel. The resort is    testing less polluting  ethanol and biodiesel fuel  in summer vehicles, and  purchasing bus passes for all employees and all season pass holders to encourage the use of mass transportation. 

                      On Saturday, the Jackson Hole Mountain Resort will contribute a percentage  from each lift ticket purchased at the ticket window to the local chapter of The  Wyoming Nature Conservancy for a pond restoration project. An information  booth showcasing the work of local environmental groups will be set up in the  resort's base area. 

                      In California, Mammoth Mountain Resort is beginning to use solar heating for lift shacks. Mammoth recently installed a solar heating panel on the lift shack at the top of Thunder Bound Express and plans to install solar panels on more lift shacks within the next month. 

                      On Saturday, Mammoth will announce the use of renewable, biodiesel fuel  made partly from recycled cooking oil in its snowcats. 

                      Northstar-at-Tahoe is conducting a biodiesel test program with five of its  transportation buses. If successful, Northstar plans to run its entire  transportation fleet on biodiesel, a cleaner burning diesel fuel made from  renewable sources such as vegetable oils. 

                      Sierra-at-Tahoe will showcase the solar power that operates its Grandview Bar   & Grill. Anyone who drives a hybrid car to this resort gets free preferred parking for the day. 

                      California's Alpine Meadows resort will focus on local environmental issues,  presenting speakers from the Tahoe Rim Trail, the U.S. Forest Service, the Truckee River Watershed Council, and the National Weather Service to  address global warming. Sunfirst!, a solar power company, will give an                      interactive presentation on solar power. Ski and snowboard eco-tours will be  conducted, with the inaugural tour scheduled on Saturday to mark  Sustainable Slopes Day. 

                      Alpine Meadows currently uses biodiesel fuel in its snow grooming machines and transportation buses. A transit bus that runs on bio-diesel fuel will be on  display for guests on Saturday. 

                      In Colorado, Keystone Resort purchases 16,500 kilowatt-hours of wind power  per month, the maximum amount available from the local utility. Keystone's  River Run Information Center features natural lighting and is powered by a  new solar energy system. 

                      Vail Mountain purchases 300,000 kilowatt-hours per year of wind energy to   power the Wildwood Express Lift, preventing 300 tons of carbon dioxide  emissions. 

                      Skicarpool.com, a new website launched in Colorado to facilitate carpooling to  ski resorts, will join in Vail Mountain's outreach efforts on Saturday. 

                      Aspen Skiing Company purchases wind energy to power the Cirque Lift at   Snowmass and the Sundeck Restaurant on Aspen Mountain. Aspen Skiing is  offering free parking all season to guests driving low pollution hybrid  vehicles, such as gasoline-electric hybrid cars that cut CO2 emissions in half                      and do not need plugging in. On Saturday, Aspen will display a Toyota Prius   hybrid at the base of Snowmass and provide information on the environmental benefits of hybrid-electric cars. 

                      Snowboarder at Winter Park Resort (Photo courtesy Winter Park)

                      On Saturday, Colorado's Winter Park Resort will feature an interactive display of its AreaNET program, an integrated computer program designed by the  resort's electricians. The program saves                      energy by managing electrical power consumption at the resort for maximum  efficiency. Every killowatt-hour saved is  that much less coal, oil or gas that must  be burned, a saving of money and  greenhouse gas emissions. 

                      Also in Colorado, the NRDC will help staff environmental information booths  on Saturday at Keystone and Telluride resorts. 

                      In Vermont, Mount Snow Resort has cut energy consumption in half at the Main Base Lodge and Snow Lake Lodge by replacing hundreds of conventional light bulbs with compact fluorescents. 

                      Mount Snow has installed dozens of energy efficient snowmaking tower guns  which reduce the energy needed to pump water and compressed air to make snow. Mount Snow re-uses energy, using heat extracted from snowmaking   compressor systems to heat its Main Base Lodge and Clocktower buildings. 

                      Killington Resort in Vermont will offset all vehicle emissions from its guests  on Saturday. The resort expects about 4,000 cars and several buses at the  resort that day, resulting in about 500 tons of carbon dioxide emissions.   Killington is partnering with Clean Commodities, Inc. to give away "title" to                      500 tons of carbon dioxide emission reductions to skiers and boarders on  Saturday. Clean Commodities purchased the emission reduction rights from a renewable energy power producer. 

                      Keeping winter cooler by cutting greenhouse gas emissions may save their   businesses as these resorts battle droughts, less snow falling on their    mountains and earlier springtimes brought on by global warming. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Greenpeace wants EU to sue Spain over tanker wreck

  BRUSSELS - Greenpeace asked the European Commission this week to prosecute Spain over its handling of the Prestige tanker disaster,  saying it breached EU waste laws by letting the ship sink and release its toxic cargo. 

  The Prestige spilled around half its 77,000 tonnes of heavy fuel oil, causing devastating oil slicks on the Galician coast. 

  The environmental group said the heavy fuel oil, which continues to leak from the ship as it lies on the sea bed off Spain after sinking in  November, is waste which, under EU law, governments must ensure is properly disposed of. 

  "At the beginning of the crisis the Spanish government decided to order the ship to sail away from the Spanish coast in violation of (EU  waste law)," Greenpeace said in a letter to the EU Commission, which has the power to prosecute member states. 

  "It is clear that Spain has not taken the necessary measures to ensure an adequate removal or disposal of the waste." 

  The Commission confirmed it and was looking into the complaint, but that there was "no indication so far that we can establish a breach of  legislation", a spokeswoman said. 

  Spain ordered the ship be towed out to sea rather than risk it coming in to a safe harbour in the northwestern region of Galicia. But it broke  in half in rough seas and now lies 3,800 metres (12,500 ft) under the surface posing environmental problems for the coasts of Spain and  France. 

  A Spanish campaign group has also filed a suit in a Galician court over the government's handling of the affair. 

  Spanish Deputy Prime Minister Rodrigo Rato, appearing on TV yesterday, defended his government's actions. 

  "In similar cases in Spain and abroad, a ship leaking oil has never been put in a port or the mouth of a river. That's a decision no one would  take, for obvious reasons," he told Telemadrid. (Additional reporting by Adrian Croft in Madrid). 

________________________________________________________________________________________REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

        February 21, 2003

Nigerian Ogonis seek prompt action after oil spillage

Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) - Members of the Ogoni community in Nigeria's south-eastern Rivers State have urged Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC) to take urgent action after an oil well head burst spewed crude oil over large expanse of farmland and polluted water and creeks in the area. According to local press reports, the accident occurred Wednesday at Yorla oil field well 16 in the Kpean area of Ogoni. A similar incident occurred the area two years ago following an explosion in the Yorla field. The president of the Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP) Ledum Mitee has written to the SPDC's eastern division to demand a quick cleanup of the oil spill. "We should emphasize that the issue of technical assessments should not be used to delay a visible and effective response to contain this spill," Mitee said. Meanwhile, in a statement, Shell said it had already sent teams by road and air to evaluate the spill, and appealed to the community for calm. The company said it was taking steps to "do all that is necessary to bring the situation under firm and safe control." Charges of environmental degradation and neglect of the oil communities have pitched oil firms operating in the Niger Delta against local oil communities, sometimes resulting in kidnap of oil workers for ransom and outright clashes.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng041985&dte=20/02/2003
Mali moves to ratify Stockholm Convention 

Bamako, Mali (PANA) - The Malian government is in the process of ratifying the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POP), after a cabinet meeting approved a bill for transmission to Parliament recommending the ratification. Persistent organic pollutants are chemical substances, which are toxic for humans, animals and plants. The Stockholm Convention, signed in the Swedish capital on 22 May 2001, aims to eliminate the production and use of these pollutants.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng042065&dte=20/02/2003
BP Presses On With Its RollOut of lead-free Petrol

Business Day (Johannesburg): Petroleum group BP expected half of its customers, translating into about 10% of SA motorists, to have converted to unleaded petrol by year-end, BP Africa director Gerry Mahomed said yesterday. The government charter requires the phasing out of leaded petrol by 2006 in a bid to create a healthier environment. World Health Organization statistics indicate that 25% of miscarriages, 25% of abnormalities in unborn babies and 21% of growth problems in small children are caused by lead poisoning. Yesterday, BP expanded its rollout programme for lead-free petrol for older vehicles into KwaZulu-Natal. BP regional president Africa Fred Phaswana said the move formed part of a $1bn global programme to assist in cleaning 150 major cities around the world most affected by air pollution. Phaswana replacing hydrocarbon fuels was not a medium-term possibility. However, oil companies internationally were researching and developing more environment friendly fuels, particularly in the light of the principles agreed to during last year's World Summit on Sustainable Development. He encouraged developing nations to use science and technology to bridge the divide between environment degradation and economic growth, as the world would remain dependent on hydrocarbon fuels for another four decades. Phaswana suggested that other energy sources that included solar, gas and wind.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200302200284.html
Tinubu Gets Award for Environmental Sanitation

This Day (Lagos): Governor Bola Tinubu of Lagos State Monday emerged the best governor in environmental achievements by winning the "Green Crystal Award" instituted by Clean Up Nigerian, a non-governmental organization. Presenting the award, president of the group's governing council, Sir Alex Akinyele said Tinubu who emerged from the southwest zone defeated five other nominees from other geo-political zones. He explained that the award was a maiden edition, which covers from 1999 to 2003 and predicated on achievements in the area of waste management, advocacy and pollution control. Akinyele who described the award as one of international standard founded on transparency, objectivity and validity added that the initiative was to honour those who significantly enhance the value of the environment in concrete terms throughout their four years in office. Recipients, apart from getting automatic nominations into three international awards, will also be inducted into the Nigerian Environment Hall of Fame.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200302200315.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ُBahrain 

H.H. Shiekh Abdullah Bin Hamad Al-Khalifah, the head of the General Bureau for Fisheries, Environment and Wildlife expressed his gratitude to H.H. Shiekha Sebikah, the first lady of Bahrain and the President of the Higher Council of Woman for her support to the Southern Governate’s programme to study the health, social and environment conditions.

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/Articles.asp?Article=51698&Sn=BNEW
Palestine
The Palestinian Agriculture Minister declared that the loss in the agricultural sector in Palestine because of the Israeli practices from 29 Sep 2000 to 31 Jan 2003 was $877.451.300 million. The Ministry monthly report assured that the Israeli army still destructing the Palestinians farm, and the infrastructure. 

http://www.wam.org.ae/arabic.htm
_________________________________________________________________________________________

 DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Secretary-General at Africa-France Summit

           In Paris today, the Secretary-General addressed the Africa-France Summit, and told the heads of State and

     government gathered there that he will establish a high-level Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa.  That

     Commission, he said, will study the links between AIDS and governance in various sectors, including agriculture,

     youth and the military, and will provide advice on how to stem the tide of AIDS across Africa.

           He appealed to the African leaders to pay greater attention to the extraordinary proliferation of AIDS orphans,

     whose numbers have now reached 11 million.  And he asserted, “Since AIDS in Africa and around the world is more

     and more wearing a woman’s face, we will gain control of the pandemic only if women are the very centre of our

     strategies.  In short, if you want to save Africa, you must save Africa’s women first.”

           The Secretary-General noted the progress made since the last Africa-France Summit two years ago, with

     leaders agreeing to join an African Union, and democracy and the rule of law making further advances on the continent,

     but he added that “such progress merely sets the stage for the hard work to come”.

           He particularly drew attention to the crisis in Cote d’Ivoire, and he called on all Ivoirians, and particularly the

     country’s political leaders, to make the agreement they signed last month a concrete first step towards peace. 

     We have copies of that speech available upstairs and it is also on our Web Site.

           **Secretary-General in Paris

           After his speech, the Secretary-General participated in the first working session of the Africa-France Summit,

     on political partnership, security and peace.

           In the early afternoon, he had a private meeting with South African President Thabo Mbeki to discuss the

     situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), before he participated in an afternoon working session of the

     Summit on partnership and development priorities.

           He then met with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, for discussions about Iraq.  They talked about the need

     for Iraq to accept its obligation to disarm and to work proactively with UN inspectors to get the job done urgently.  They

     emphasized the Security Council’s central role and the need for the inspectors to press ahead with their important

     work.

           This evening, he is to meet with DRC President Joseph Kabila, Rwandan President Paul Kagame and South

     African President Mbeki for talks on the status of the DRC peace process.  In the evening, he is to attend a dinner

     hosted by French President Jacques Chirac in honour of the heads of delegation attending the Summit.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           The following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the statement of the Quartet Envoys on the Israeli-Palestinian situation

     issued in London earlier today.  It is a matter of vital interest to peace and security in Middle East that the Quartet

     maintains its efforts with the parties to achieve the two-state solution that is the cornerstone of international consensus

     on the comprehensive settlement of the Israeli-Arab conflict.”

           **Quartet

           The Quartet Statement I have just referred to is available upstairs.

           As you know, representatives of the Middle East Quartet -- the United States, the Russian Federation, the

     European Union, and the United Nations -- met at the envoys-level to review the current situation in the

     Israeli-Palestinian conflict and prospects for giving new impetus to peace efforts.  The UN was represented in London

     by the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed Larsen.

           During the meeting they discussed the next steps toward the adoption and implementation of the Quartet’s

     “Road Map”, as it is the means for progress toward the vision described by President Bush on June 24, 2002:  two

     democratic states living side-by-side in peace.  The envoys reaffirmed that the Road Map should be formally adopted

     and presented to the parties as soon as possible.

           In the statement, they also expressed very serious concern at the continuing acts of violence and terror

     planned and directed against Israelis, and at Israeli military operations over the past several days in the West Bank

     and Gaza, which led to Palestinian civilian fatalities. 

           Also meeting in London today and yesterday was the task Force on Palestinian Reform.  A statement issued

     following that meeting is also available upstairs.

           **Wednesday Statement on Middle East

           On the violence, we have the following statement issued yesterday.  I’ll just read it for the record:

           “The Secretary-General is concerned at the latest escalation of violence in the Middle East.  Since last

     Saturday at least 27 Palestinians and four Israelis have been killed, with many more injured.  This comes at a time

     when representatives of the international community are meeting in London to discuss ways to put the

     Israeli-Palestinian conflict back on a track of peaceful negotiations.

           “The Secretary-General remains convinced that there is no military solution to this conflict.  Violence is not

     going to produce either security or lasting peace.  It only feeds the terrible cycle which began in September 2000.  The

     Secretary-General urges the parties immediately to cease all forms of violence, abide by international humanitarian law

     and allow the international community to help them find a peaceful way out of this conflict.”

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding an open debate on “Threats to international peace and security caused by

     terrorist acts”.  The list of speakers has 26 Member States inscribed.  And today’s debate is a follow-up of the 20

     January high-level meeting on the issue of combating terrorism and allows non-Council members to participate in the

     debate.

           Also on the racks today is a report of the Secretary-General to the Security Council summarizing the

     proposals made at that high-level meeting.  Resolution 1456, to which was annexed the 20 January declaration on

     combating terrorism, requested the Secretary-General to do so.  The next consultations of the Security Council are

     scheduled for tomorrow.  The subject is Cote d’Ivoire.

           **Georgia

           At the invitation of the Secretary-General, high-level representatives of the “Group of Friends” of the

     Secretary-General have been meeting in the past two days in Geneva for a brainstorming on the way ahead on the

     Georgian-Abkhaz peace process.  The meeting, attended by representatives from France, Germany, Russian

     Federation, United Kingdom and United States, was chaired by the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for

     Peacekeeping.  The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Georgia was also in attendance.

           The Group of Friends reaffirmed their commitment to the principles for a political settlement of the

     Georgian-Abkhaz conflict, as contained in the Security Council resolutions and the “Paper on Competences”.  They

     agreed to recommend to the parties a set of proposals aimed at re-energizing the peace process.  The United Nations

     will reconvene a high-level meeting of the Group of Friends in a few months to assess progress made, and to consider

     the next steps to be taken.

           **Afghanistan

           The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, left Kabul today for

     Japan, where he will attend a special international conference on disarmament, demobilization and reintegration in

     Afghanistan. 

           The conference in Tokyo on Saturday, 22 February is called “Consolidation of Peace in Afghanistan”.  The

     Afghan President Hamid Karzai will also be attending the conference.  Countries will be invited to make pledges

     towards the financing of the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration process (DDR).  We have in our office the

     Briefing note from Kabul.

           **Secretary-General’s Report on Peacekeeping

           The Secretary-General’s annual report to the General Assembly on “Implementation of the recommendations

     of the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations” is out on the racks today.  This is a follow-up to the

     recommendations put forward by the so-called Brahimi Report on Peacekeeping.  The Secretary-General is pleased

     that the implementation is very much on track and he stresses that the implementation of the outstanding

     recommendations is very much a shared responsibility.

           **Child Nutrition in DPRK

           Malnutrition rates among children in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea have improved in the last four

     years, but UN agencies warn that the improvements could be lost if support from the international community is

     reduced.

           The results of a new assessment of child and maternal nutrition, carried out by the Government’s Central

     Bureau of Statistics and Institute of Child Nutrition, in collaboration with the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

     and the World Food Programme (WFP), show positive trends.  The number of underweight children is down to 21 per

     cent from 61 per cent in 1998 and acute malnutrition has fallen to 9 per cent from 16 per cent.  The Government

     attributes this in part to humanitarian assistance provided by the international community.  We have a joint press

     release from UNICEF and WFP with more details.

           **Iran

           Assistant Emergency Relief Coordinator Ross Mountain is in Teheran today, where he wrapped up a three-day

     visit to Iran, during which he met with senior Government officials on the humanitarian dimensions of the ongoing

     events in the region.  He also held talks with the UN country team in Iran, as well as other humanitarian groups, before

     heading back to Geneva.

           **Rwanda Tribunal

           A former camp commander in Rwanda, who was arrested over the weekend in the Democratic Republic of the

     Congo, was transferred yesterday to the Detention Facility in Tanzania of the International Criminal Tribunal for

     Rwanda, where he faces five counts of genocide, incitement to commit genocide and crimes against humanity,

     including rape.  We have more details in a press release from the Tribunal.

           **Press Releases

           The Food and Agriculture Organization says in its report “State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2002” that

     aquaculture is growing more rapidly that all other animal-producing sectors.  Aquaculture now accounts for more than

     29 per cent of the global supply of fish and other seafood, up from 3.9 per cent in

     1970.  China is the largest producer with 71 per cent of the total volume and 49.8 per cent of the total value.  We have

     a press release with more details.

           In another press release, the FAO announces an agreement with Libya to provide a total of $21 million for

     agricultural projects in Africa.  The first instalment of $9.3 million will finance projects in Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali,

     Niger and Sudan.

           **Budget

           And on the budget, we have another large contribution to the peacekeeping budget today.  Switzerland has

     made a payment of more than $10 million.

           **New Stamps

           And new stamps, and you can see we put them on the counter:  The United Nations Postal Administration

     today launched new stamps to commemorate the new headquarters of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), which has

     recently been granted observer status by the General Assembly.  The design for the stamps was decided by a

     competition that was won by Cyril Wursten of Switzerland.  The stamps are available in Swiss denomination.

           And that’s all I have for you.  Any questions?

           All right, have a good afternoon.  Thank you.

                                              * *** *


Prepared by News Services Section
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN anti-terrorism panel agrees on three-point action plan

*
Middle East Quartet voices ‘serious concern’ at continuing cycle of violence

*
Concerned at rising Middle East violence, Annan urges parties to pursue peace

*
Annan calls on world to help Africa battle AIDS and ensure peace

*
In Paris, Annan attends Africa-France Summit, meets with African leaders

*
Iraq: UN monitors continue inspections at Al Samoud 2 missile sites

*
UN renews efforts for Georgian-Abkhaz peace

*
Senior UN envoy to attend special Tokyo conference on Afghan disarmament

*
UN peacekeeping operations on track for speedier deployment, Annan reports

*
DPR of Korea: UN fears gains in child nutrition could be lost

*
Senior UN relief official in Iran for talks on humanitarian issues

*
Former Rwandan camp commander transferred to UN tribunal’s detention facility

*
Aquaculture growth now outpaces other food production industries, UN reports

*
UN agency, Libya team up to boost agriculture projects in Saharan countries

* * * * 

Terrorism

20 February – The United Nations Counter-terrorism Committee (CTC) has agreed on a three-point action plan to bolster member countries’ abilities to fight the menace, its chairman told the Security Council today.

In an open briefing, which also saw the participation of representatives of nearly 30 countries, Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom told the Council that the CTC had discussed the challenge set by foreign ministers in a Declaration adopted after the Council’s 20 January discussion on terrorism and had agreed on a set of actions.

He noted that those actions concentrate on three areas: working with Member States to raise their capacity to defeat terrorism in their country; promoting assistance programmes to accelerate the capacity-building process; and creating a global network of international and regional organizations.

The foreign ministers’ declaration called for all countries to take urgent action to prevent and suppress all active and passive support to terrorism, and to comply fully with Council resolutions dealing with the scourge.

Ambassador Greenstock said the special meeting of the Committee on 7 March will help take forward that global effort, as the CTC will continue to encourage States to become party as soon as possible to the international conventions and protocols relating to terrorism. The Committee also will remain aware of the links between its work and Member States’ obligations under international law, including international human rights and humanitarian law.

The Chairman said the CTC would write to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons to invite them to brief the Committee on activities related to counter-terrorism.

The Committee will also maintain and update a list of contact points in regional and subregional organizations to facilitate information-sharing and cooperation, as well as explore with regional organizations ways in which it could assist them to develop initiatives to further practical cooperation among the members.

In related news, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan today issued a report to the Security Council summarizing the proposals made at that 20 January ministerial-level meeting.

* * *
Middle East

20 February – Envoys for the diplomatic Quartet on the Middle East peace process – comprising the United States, Russian Federation, European Union, and United Nations – today voiced their “very serious concern” at the continuing cycle of violence in the region and repeated their call for an immediate ceasefire.

A statement issued by the Quartet in London said the Envoys “expressed very serious concern at the continuing acts of violence and terror planned and directed against Israelis, and at Israeli military operations over the past several days in the West Bank and Gaza which led to Palestinian civilian fatalities.”

The group reaffirmed their call in December for an immediate, comprehensive ceasefire. “All Palestinian individuals and groups must end all acts of terror against Israelis, in any location,” they said.

In New York, a spokesperson for UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan welcomed the Envoys’ statement. “It is a matter of vital interest to peace and security in the Middle East that the Quartet maintain its efforts with the parties to achieve the two-state solution that is the cornerstone of international consensus on the comprehensive settlement of the Israeli-Arab conflict,” Hua Jiang said.
The Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Terje Roed-Larsen, represented the UN at yesterday’s talks, which reviewed the current situation in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and prospects for giving new impetus to peace efforts. The meeting also focused on the next steps towards the adoption and implementation of the Quartet’s so-called road map, which the group reaffirmed should be formally adopted and presented to the parties as soon as possible.

Today’s statement reiterated the Quartet’s call for the Palestinians to build credible institutions to prepare for statehood and welcomed the Palestinians’ decision to appoint a Prime Minister as a significant step. The Envoys also underscored the importance of appointing a credible and fully empowered Prime Minister.

“They urged the immediate convening of the relevant legislative and executive Palestinian bodies to exercise their authority in this regard, and called on the Government of Israel to facilitate these meetings,” the statement said. “The Quartet also encouraged the Palestinians to continue the process of preparing a constitution that would form the basis for a strong parliamentary democracy.”

Noting Israel’s important role in facilitating the Palestinian reform process, the Quartet recognized the positive effect of the resumption of monthly revenue transfers and return of outstanding arrears.

“Likewise, the Quartet Envoys emphasized Israel’s obligation, consistent with legitimate security concerns, to do more to ease the dire humanitarian and socio-economic situation in the West Bank and Gaza, including facilitating freedom of movement and access, alleviating the daily burdens of life under occupation, and respecting the dignity of Palestinian civilians,” the statement said. “They welcomed the opportunity for direct discussions between the donor community and Israelis and Palestinians to address this critical issue.”

In related news, the Task Force on Palestinian Reform also wrapped up its latest meeting today in London, welcoming the “clear and considerable” progress made in several areas of Palestinian civil reform.

The Task Force is composed of the Quartet, Norway, Japan, Canada, the World Bank and International Monetary Fund.

* * * 

Middle East

 
19 February – Concerned at the escalating violence in the Middle East, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the conflicting parties to respect international law while settling their differences peacefully.

Since last Saturday at least 27 Palestinians and four Israelis have been killed, with many more injured, even as representatives of the international community are meeting in London to discuss ways to resume peaceful negotiations, a spokesman for Mr. Annan noted in a statement issued late Wednesday in New York.

“The Secretary-General remains convinced that there is no military solution to this conflict,” the spokesman said, stressing that violence – far from producing security or lasting peace – would only feed the “terrible cycle” which began in September 2000.

In the statement, the Secretary-General urged the parties to immediately cease all forms of violence, abide by international humanitarian law and allow the international community to help them find a peaceful way out of the conflict.

* * *

Secretary-General

20 February – Calling on the world to help Africa battle AIDS, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today announced a new a high-level commission to propose measures to stem the tide of disease and deal with the profound structural impact it has on the ability to tackle development challenges.

Addressing the Africa-France summit in Paris, the Secretary-General also called on the world to help Africa end conflicts in the continent by supporting African peacekeeping bodies, and to boost food production through the immediate launching of a “green revolution.”

Devoting most of his speech to the AIDS pandemic’s devastating impact in Africa, Mr. Annan said the high-level Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa will study the links between the disease and governance in various sectors, including agriculture, youth and the military, and will provide advice on how to stem the tide of AIDS across Africa.
The Secretary-General noted that AIDS was worsening the food crisis by taking away farming skills along with its victims, and tearing the social fabric because of the disproportionate toll on women, who care for the young, the old, the sick and dying and whose expert knowledge of alternative foods kept families going during times of drought.

“Nowhere is an effective African response more critical than in the fight against AIDS,” he said.

Mr. Annan also noted several recent initiatives like the UN Millennium Declaration and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development that provided mechanisms for the international community to assist Africa in responding to the AIDS crisis.

Turning to other issues confronting the continent, the Secretary-General called for all-out efforts to settle the conflict in Côte d’Ivoire, which has caused hundreds of deaths and large-scale displacement. But, he stressed, that crisis should not cloud the progress made in Angola, Burundi, Sierra Leone, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, where Africans are showing real determination to settle their conflicts, with tangible results.

“That makes it all the more important for the international community to provide strong support to Africa’s peacekeeping and peacemaking mechanisms and institutions – as set out, for example, in the G-8 Action Plan for Africa. Africa cannot afford further turmoil – but if it erupts, Africa must have the capacity to respond,” Mr. Annan added, referring to the plan drawn up at a summit of the world’s eight most industrialized countries last June in Canada.

* * *

Secretary-General

20 February – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan met with several African leaders in Paris today, including South African President Thabo Mbeki and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, to discuss top world and regional issues.

In the French capital to address the Africa-France Summit, where he urged the international community to help Africa deal with the scourge of HIV/AIDS, the Secretary-General participated in the meeting’s first working session on political partnership, security and peace, according to a UN spokesperson in New York.

He then had a private meeting with President Mbeki to discuss the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) before participating in an afternoon working session of the Summit on partnership and development priorities.

Afterwards he discussed Iraq with President Mubarak, including the need for Baghdad to accept its obligation to disarm and work proactively with UN inspectors to get the job done urgently. Both leaders emphasized the Security Council’s central role and the need for the inspectors to press ahead with their important work.

This evening, Mr. Annan is slated to meet with Presidents Mbeki, Joseph Kabila of the DRC and Paul Kagame of Rwanda for talks on the status of the DRC peace process.

He is then to attend a dinner hosted by French President Jacques Chirac in honour of the heads of delegation attending the Summit.

* * *

Iraq
20 February - Continuing the search for evidence of banned weapons in Iraq, teams from the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) today performed inspections at five separate sites, all related to the country’s Al Samoud 2 missile programme.  

A spokesman for UNMOVIC said one team placed additional tags onto Al-Samoud 2 missiles and warheads in the Baghdad area, while a second team returned to the Al Samoud Factory, where significant equipment involved in manufacturing was tagged. 

A third team went to Ibn Al Haytham, where the status of missiles being assembled was determined, while a fourth team inspected the Al Qudis factory, where research and development, assembly and testing of guidance and control systems are carried out. A fifth team inspected Al Wazariya, another site involved in the manufacturing of the Al Samoud 2 missile and significant equipment involved in the manufacturing was tagged. 

In addition, an UNMOVIC chemical team conducted a rebaseline inspection of the Al Aaela Factory for Sulfochemicals, a privately owned company west of Baghdad.

Two UNMOVIC biological teams performed aerial inspections. The first team inspected a site 25 kilometres west of Baghdad and another 70 kilometres southwest.  The second team flew by helicopter and inspected an alcohol-producing factory in the southeastern part of the country. 

An UNMOVIC multidisciplinary team conducted an air reconnaissance of several sites northwest of Baghdad, along the Tigris River, up to the city of Tikrit.  After about two hours, the team returned to the Rasheed Air Base in Baghdad due to bad weather.

Meanwhile, one International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) team inspected flow-forming equipment at several facilities around Baghdad. These facilities were: Al Karama, the Samood Company, Ghraib and Ibn Al Haytham. The team also visited the Shakyli Stores at Tuwaitha to inspect materials from Iraq’s past centrifuge programme.  

A second IAEA team had to break off a helicopter mission and return to the Rasheed Air Base airport due to bad weather, while a third team inspected the Al Eyz Company, northwest of Baghdad, which produces printed circuit boards and telecommunications equipment.  

A fourth IAEA team performed a car-borne radiation survey of the ElBasel Company- ElNahrawan, the Sabaa (Seven) Nisan General Company, a residential complex for workers in the oil industry, the Department of Oil Truck Maintenance, and an air defence unit in an area east of Baghdad.

* * *

Georgia

20 February – Renewing efforts to reach a peace settlement to the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict, the United Nations hosted a meeting of interested countries, which put forward a set of proposals on economic, humanitarian, political and security issues.

High-level representatives of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s “Group of Friends” on Georgia met in Geneva yesterday and today in a bid to move the peace process forward. Jean-Marie Guéhenno, UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, chaired the meeting and Heidi Tagliavini, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Georgia, also attended.

The Group – comprising France, Germany, Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United States – reaffirmed its commitment to the principles for a political settlement to the conflict and Ms. Tagliavini will convey the proposals to both sides. The countries also acknowledged the validity of the existing negotiation mechanisms, particularly the Coordinating Council and its Working Groups.

In January, the Secretary-General said talks on the future status of Abkhazia had made little progress in the last year and he recommended the continued presence of the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG) for another six months.

“The tone of the two parties has hardened, there is a deep mistrust between them and they show little sign of willingness to make the substantive compromises necessary for a meaningful peace process,” Mr. Annan said.

* * *

Afghanistan

20 February – The senior United Nations envoy for Afghanistan left Kabul today for Japan to attend a special international conference on disarmament in the Central Asian country, one of the world's most heavily armed.

This morning, Lakhdar Brahimi, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Afghanistan, left Kabul for Japan where on Saturday, he will attend an international conference on disarmament, demobilization and reintegration in Afghanistan, according to a spokesman for the UN Mission (UNAMA).

“The conference is called ‘Consolidation of Peace (DDR) in Afghanistan,’” David Singh said, adding that Afghan President Hamid Karzai will also be attending. Countries will be invited to make pledges towards the financing of the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration process.

After the conference, Mr. Brahimi will then go to Malaysia for a meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement in Kuala Lumpur.  Following that, he will make an official visit to Pakistan before returning to Afghanistan on 5 March.

* * *

UN peacekeeping

20 February – Recent reforms have put United Nations peacekeeping operations on track for speedier and more effective deployment on ever more complex missions throughout the world, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report released today.

But even though the past year registered significant and positive developments, there is still much to be done by Member States themselves, the Secretary-General says in the review, which was requested by the UN General Assembly’s Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations.

“Once the initiatives now under way are brought to fruition, the [UN] Secretariat will have greatly enhanced its ability to deploy traditional peacekeeping operations rapidly and effectively,” Mr. Annan says. “These initiatives will also facilitate the deployment of more complex operations…I genuinely hope that Member States will intensify their attention and response to these issues, particularly in the area of rapid deployment.”

As of 1 January there are 15 active UN peacekeeping and related operations, with a total of 32,500 troops, 1,180 military observers and 5,300 civilian police officers, as well as 3,672 international and 7,395 local civilian staff.

The Secretary-General lists a string of peacekeeping successes in 2002: establishment of provisional self-governing institutions in Kosovo; delimitation of the Ethiopian-Eritrean border; the birth of independent Timor-Leste; elections in Sierra Leone; progress towards a settlement in the Democratic Republic of the Congo; and the work of the UN mission in Angola and the assistance mission in Afghanistan.

The report stresses the importance of rapid deployment, noting that the Special Committee had welcomed proposals by the Panel on UN Peace Operations for a full deployment within 30 to 90 days of a resolution establishing peace operations, conditions on the ground permitting.

“Should a new operation need to be established in 2003, the Secretariat will be able to deploy it more rapidly than in the past, owing to the strengthening of the UN Logistics Base in Brindisi, Italy, and the employment of new standby arrangements for civilian support staff,” Mr. Annan says.

But whether the 30-to-90 day time-line can be met remains uncertain for several reasons, the report notes, including the existence of another concurrent mission, a lag in standby arrangements for civilian staff in substantive areas and, most importantly, Member States’ political will to deploy well-trained and equipped troops.

* * *

DPR of Korea

20 February – Though child malnutrition in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has fallen considerably over the past four years, according to survey findings announced today, United Nations relief agencies said the gains could be lost if humanitarian assistance to the country continues to slacken.

“The crisis is not over. If the UN can’t provide more medicine and food – and quickly – we will see malnutrition rates rise again, undoing much of the progress that has been made,” warned James T. Morris, Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP).

The assessment – the largest of its kind ever to be undertaken in the DPRK – covers both child and maternal nutrition and was carried out last October by the government’s Central Bureau of Statistics and Institute of Child Nutrition, in collaboration with the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and WFP.

The two UN agencies said clear positive trends are discernible from the assessment, including the proportion of children underweight, which fell to 21 per cent in 2002 from 61 per cent in 1998, and wasting, or acute malnutrition, which fell to 9 per cent from 16 per cent.

The DPRK Government attributed the improvement in part to the substantial humanitarian assistance provided by the international community in recent years. The exceptionally high levels of malnutrition recorded in 1998 also reflected the famine conditions that prevailed in the DPRK in the mid-1990s.

Despite these improvements, the wasting rates are still “high” and the stunting rates are “very high,” according to World Health Organization criteria. Moreover, the recent slump in external donations for food, medical and other assistance could compromise the gains.

The survey covered children under seven years of age and their mothers, from 6,000 randomly selected households in 10 of the country’s 12 provinces and municipalities. The youngest child from each household was weighed and measured, and the mother’s nutritional condition was assessed.

* * *

Iran

20 February – A senior United Nations relief official has wrapped up a three-day visit to Iran, during which he met with senior Government officials on the humanitarian dimensions of ongoing events in the region.

Ross Mountain, Assistant Emergency Relief Coordinator and Director of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Geneva, also met with the UN Country Team and representatives of the International Committee of the Red Cross and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in Iran during his visit.

Mr. Mountain is scheduled to return to Geneva tonight.

* * *

Rwanda

20 February – A former high-ranking camp commander in Rwanda facing charges of genocide and other war crimes has been transferred to the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) detention facility in Arusha, Tanzania.

Lt. Idephonse Hategekimana, former commander of the Ngoma Camp, was arrested on Sunday by authorities in the Republic of the Congo acting on an arrest warrant issued by the ICTR two weeks earlier.

According to the Tribunal, Lieutenant Hategekimana allegedly ordered, transported and led soldiers and militiamen to carry out attacks against Tutsi civilians. He is also said to have watched an attack while preventing his soldiers from intervening and conducted meetings to incite massacres. In addition, he is accused of deploying soldiers to stop escaping Tutsi civilians and bring them to the camp for slaughter.

Lieutenant Hategekimana is the third of nine principle genocide suspects named by the United States Government in its “Rewards for Justice programme” to be arrested. The programme is supporting the Tribunal’s efforts to apprehend high-ranking fugitives from justice.

* * *

FAO

20 February – Aquaculture – the farming and stocking of aquatic organisms including fish, molluscs, crustaceans and aquatic plants – is growing more rapidly than all other animal food producing sectors, according to a report compiled by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

The agency’s State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture 2002 report (SOFIA) states that worldwide, aquaculture has increased at an average compounded rate of 9.2 per cent per year since 1970, compared with only 1.4 per cent for capture fisheries and 2.8 per cent for terrestrial farmed meat production systems. China remains the largest producer, with 71 per cent of the total volume and nearly half of the total value.

The report will be presented next Monday when the 25th session of the agency’s Committee on Fisheries (COFI) – the only global technical forum for debating international fisheries issues – opens its weeklong meeting in Rome. It notes that global fish production remains pushed by aquaculture, with a contribution to global supplies of fish, crustaceans and molluscs that increased from 3.9 per cent of total production by weight in 1970 to 27.3 per cent in 2000. 

Amid facts and figures about aquaculture’s soaring worldwide production rates and, environmental fluctuations affecting capture fisheries, other, more sobering statistics reveal that global main marine fish stocks are in jeopardy, increasingly pressured by overfishing and environmental degradation, FAO says.

The report warns that nearly half of the world’s marine stocks offer no reasonable expectations for further expansion. “About 47 per cent of the main stocks or species groups are fully exploited and are therefore producing catches that have reached, or are very close to, their maximum sustainable limits,” the report says.

The report also warns against overfishing on the high seas. Although it is difficult to fully assess the situation because reports to FAO of marine catches make no distinction between those taken within the exclusive economic zones (EEZs) and those taken on the high seas, the report reveals that catches of oceanic species – particularly the oceanic tunas – nearly tripled, from 3 million tons in 1976 to 8.5 million tons in 2000. 

* * *

Libya

20 February – In a bid to bolster food security in the drought-stricken region bordering Africa’s vast Sahara desert, Libya and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today signed agreements totalling $21 million to finance agricultural projects in Sahelian and Saharan countries.
The first agreement, part of the FAO Special Programme for Food Security (SPFS), aims to advance agricultural production and enhance food security, alleviating hunger and poverty in Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Sudan and Niger – five of the 16 member countries of the Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD).

Libya will fund the $9.3 million project, according to Dr. Mohamed Al-Madani Al-Azhari, Secretary General of CEN-SAD and the Director of the Seeds Centre who signed the agreements in Tripoli on behalf of the Government of Libya. CEN-SAD – a regional development cooperative – will work with FAO as those funds will be divided among the five countries to help to ensure access to adequate food and help poor farm communities increase food production and productivity.

Projects in Burkina Faso and Mali will each receive $2 million in funding, the project in Sudan is set to receive $1.9 million and Niger and Chad will each receive $1.7 million for their projects, according to FAO.

The second agreement, Development of a Seed and Propagation Material System, is designed to develop and modernize the agriculture sector in Libya, and aims to improve national food security by enhancing the organization, promotion and diffusion of massive seed production.

The project will also help develop seed policy, legislation, regulation and standards, while advancing capacity building for a sustained seed programme. Libya has committed nearly $12 million and an additional 1,369,673 in Libyan dinars to fund the projects through trust fund arrangements with FAO.

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Preaching" ��Present Tense Magazine -  UN advises greens to cool the preaching�





Reference to - U.N. Meeting in Magglingen  - A three-day U.N. meeting on sports and development ended yesterday at Switzerland's Magglingen federal sports center. (Unavailable)
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