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Oneworld - POTABLE Water Gets Polluted at the Source
UNEP 
Albania is a country rich in water resources, but they are endangered from the environment pollution, reports the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in the report "Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment-Albania". According to the Report, there is no treatment of waste and sewage water in Albania. Instead, they they get to the waste-water collector systems together with the industrial refuse and waste. 

The experts of the Ministry of Environment are concerned about the continuing polution of the water sources in our country. “Industrial waste waters are not monitored and the real values are not known” say the experts, adding that “monitoring of the surface and ground waters is not done on regular basis.” 

"With the decrease of the industrial production during the last several years, the urban waste water and refuse is becoming increasingly problematic in terms of water quality” says the UNEP report. One estimate holds it that over 50 % of Tirana water is lost in the distributiuon networks of the city. The uncontrolled construction work, the growth of the city and the illegal intervenitons have influence on the problem of water supply. 

In addition, the leaks and the sifting of sewage water from the waste water network causes polution of the drinking and pottable water every now and then. There are only three water processing plants in Albania, two of them in Tirana and one in Durres. In 1997 the potable water standards were renewed in order to be compatible with the criteria established by the World Health Organisation and the European Union. The monitoring is done for 15 physical and chemical parametres, while levels of pesticides, heavy metals, stable organic and hydro-carbonite polution are not done regularly. 

There is also the additional problem of the other water sources, such as the lakes and rivers, for which experts demand that a national strategy for protection of the water resources is designed and implemented in Albania. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________

UN Information Service

United Nations Holds Open Informal Session On Education and Outer Space 

VIENNA, 20 January (UN Information Service) -- An open informal session on “Education and training in space-related areas: challenges and opportunities in the UN system”, will be held on the afternoon of 23 January at the headquarters of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in Geneva, Switzerland. The session will take place immediately after the 24th annual session of the United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities, to be held from 21 to 23 January. 

The purpose of this first informal open session is to exchange views and information between Member States of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) and the United Nations agencies, on how to strengthen the activities of the United Nations in space-related areas. The session will include presentations by United Nations agencies and Member States on their respective space-related education and training programmes. The session will also include an open discussion on the topic of “Contributions of the space community to the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development”. 

Member States will have the opportunity to familiarize themselves with training programmes offered by the United Nations system, such as the UNESCO Space Education Programme and the WMO Space Programme. The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs will present its programme of seminars and workshops on space applications, regularly organized for the benefit of experts, scientists, engineers and policy makers from developing countries. 

Representatives from the following countries and United Nations entities will participate in the informal session: China, France, Germany, Greece, Indonesia, Mexico, Peru, Poland, Republic of Korea, Sierra Leone, South Africa, United States, United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, United Nations Office for Project Services, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Secretariat for the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, United Nations Environment Programme, United Nations Institute for Training and Research, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, International Civil Aviation Organization and World Meteorological Organization. 

The United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities convenes annually to discuss the coordination of and cooperation in current and future activities, and to report to the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 

The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (OOSA) implements the decisions of the General Assembly and of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its two Subcommittees, the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and the Legal Subcommittee. The Office is responsible for promoting international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space, and assisting developing countries in using space science and technology. Located in Vienna, Austria, OOSA maintains a website at http://www.oosa.unvienna.org. 

United Nations Information Service Vienna (UNIS) P.O.Box 500, A-1400 Vienna, Austria Tel.: (+43-1) 26060 4666, FAX: (+43-1) 26060 5899 Email: UNIS@unvienna.org 

OTS

New global award initiative launched in Mumbai and Davos
[20.01.2004 - 10:21 Uhr]
   Mumbai/Davos (ots) - In India, a network of women slum dwellers is collaborating with UK engineers and a French water company to improve water delivery in their communities. In South Africa, a small

business owner is working with women's cooperatives and the government to test market solar technologies in rural areas.

   Such stories are the type of innovative "partnerships" that will be the focus of a new global award initiative, the seed awards, launched today at the World Social Forum and the World Economic Forum. The initiative aims to reward people and organizations that are working together in partnership, the innovators in our world that are forging new strategies for the sustainable use of our natural resources.

   "We are not trying to set-up an international standard for ideal partnerships," said Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). "But, rather, to honor, support and promote the entrepreneurial spirit of those working in partnerships that contribute to the achievement of the UN's

Millennium Development Goals and the World Summit for Sustainable Development's Plan of Implementation."

   A key aspect of the new initiative is that it will not award outcomes, but rather innovative partnership proposals. Award winning partners will receive support in developing business plans, seeking

funding and setting up partnerships.

   Partnerships build bridges between diverse interests and organizations. In this spirit the seed awards are being launched today in parallel sessions at the World Social Forum and the World Economic Forum. A video-linked panel discussion will take place between participants in both locations.  Participants include the

German Minister for Environment, Jürgen Trittin; the Norwegian Minister for the Environment, Børge Brende, and the Co-CEO of the World Economic Forum, Jose Maria Figueres, among others.

   the seed awards, to be presented every two years, were initiated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), IUCN - The World Conservation Union, and the UK-based NGO Stakeholder Forum for Our Common Future. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has announced today that it will join the initiative as a founding partner.  The scheme will be run in collaboration with PartnershipsCentral and the German think tank Global Public Policy Institute (GPPi). Financial support to date has been provided by the German government. The initiative is also supported by the United Nations Global Compact.

ots Original Text Service: Global Public Policy Institute, e.V. Internet: http://www.presseportal.de
For more information on the launch event, please contact Jan Martin Witte (in Davos, Cell +49 179 783 9590) or Minu Hemmati (in Mumbai, Cell +49 172 162 0010).

 __________________________________________________________________________

BOSTON GLOBE

 Scientists use creativity to fight global warming                        

 By Fred Pearce, Globe Correspondent, 1/20/2004                             

 CAMBRIDGE, England -- At a meeting here this month top climate scientists  and technologists from both sides of the Atlantic reached an extraordinary   consensus: Ideas for curing global warming that were once dismissed as  screwball now need to be taken seriously.                                  

 Technical fixes like filling the stratosphere with billions of silver  balloons to reflect the sun's rays, or spraying the oceans with iron to     make them suck up the gases causing global warming, should be developed as  a safety net, they said. Some even felt the technology should be adopted   regardless of need, because it would create a better world in which we    could twiddle with the planet's temperature like a domestic thermostat.    

 "I fully expect that one or more of these technologies will be deployed in   the near future," said Ed Boyle of MIT, a co-organizer of the conference.    "In the event of an unanticipated climatic catastrophe, we may need a      

 rapid fix."                                                                

 Many of the two-dozen researchers concluded that they shouldn't just sit    back and wait for their governments to belatedly realize the earth is   getting too hot. But others feared that developing a safety net would send  the wrong signal to politicians.                                           

 About to board a plane to discuss climate change with the Bush  administration last week, Britain's chief scientist, David King (who   recently described global warming as a bigger threat than terrorism),  said: "I am in favor of having every weapon at our disposal to fight  climate change. My only reservation is that you might provide a fig leaf   for those who say we don't have to bother to reduce emissions of    greenhouse gases. That still has to be the first priority."                

 The technologies come in two types. The first aims to capture and bury pollution gases such as carbon dioxide (CO2) so that they do not build up   in the atmosphere, where they trap heat and raise temperatures. The second  shades the earth from solar radiation, keeping us cool.                    

 So far the world has heard more about the first type. The US Department of  Energy has a research program on capturing CO2 in waste gas from fuel  processing plants. And geologists from American oil and gas companies have  been investigating ways to bury compressed CO2 underground.                

 Julio Friedmann, a former ExxonMobil geologist now at the University of     Maryland, said: "We have the technology. All we have to do now is scale it  up to a billion-ton global business."                                      

 Worldwide, there may be space underground for a trillion tons of carbon --  or 150 years of current global emissions. There could be even more space    for pouring compressed CO2 into the deep ocean, said Ken Caldeira of the    Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory in California. Some will bubble   

 back to the surface, but 80 percent should stay there permanently.         

 But burying CO2, whether beneath the ground or the waves, is likely to    face environmental opposition. What if the CO2 leaked? Eighteen years ago,  1,700 people in the African state of Cameroon died of asphyxiation after a  huge bubble of natural carbon dioxide erupted from Lake Nyos.              

 Meanwhile, as Caldeira admits, nobody quite knows the biological   consequences of pouring CO2 into the ocean. Two years ago,  environmentalists and fishermen scuttled a US government research project  

 off the coast of Hawaii that had been designed to find out.                

 Instead of stripping CO2 from waste, Klaus Lackner from Columbia University in New York offered the prospect of designing a windmill-sized  machine that could scrub CO2 out of the air by passing it over a chemical   like limewater that would absorb the gas. It's too costly for now, he admits, but one day, we might place such machines in every town to bring   CO2 concentrations down to pre-industrial levels -- the ultimate           

 atmospheric cleanup.                                                       

 Others, more immediately, wanted to use biology to soak up CO2. Planting  trees as a "carbon sink" is already standard practice, but how about doing  the same in the oceans?                                                    

 Victor Smetacek of the Alfred-Wegener Institute in Bremerhaven, Germany,  has tried sprinkling the southern ocean round Antarctica with iron    filings. Plankton grows much faster there with a bit of added iron. As it  

 grows, it absorbs more CO2, which gets replaced from the atmosphere.       

 Smetacek thinks ocean currents then take the plankton to the ocean depths,  burying the CO2 forever. But others are not so sure. This "cheap and easy"  system, which has recently attracted a lot of commercial interest, was      voted the carbon-capturing technology least likely to succeed by the Cambridge meeting.                                                         

 Instead, the scientists backed more way-out systems for reflecting the   sun's rays back into space. Plan A would float thousands of bubble-making  machines across the world's oceans to send huge amounts of salt spray into  the atmosphere. The trillions of tiny droplets would make the clouds  bigger, whiter, and more reflective -- enough, in theory, to shut down several decades worth of global warming.                                   

 Plan B would flood the stratosphere with billions of tiny metal-coated balloons, "optical chaff" to backscatter the sun's rays. Most  sophisticated of all, Plan C would assemble giant mirrors in orbit, ready   to be positioned at will by a global climate controller.                   

 Reconfigured to reflect solar heating onto the earth, the mirrors could in a future millennium halt the next ice age, said Lowell Wood, of Lawrence Livermore.                                                                 

 Controlling the sun's rays also for the first time offers us the chance to independently manipulate temperatures and CO2. Wood argued that crops would grow faster in a CO2-fertilized atmosphere, without the downside of  

 droughts caused by rising temperatures. Millions of people could be better fed.                                                                       

 The question marks surrounding such technologies are, of course, legion.   

 "I find the willingness of some to monkey around with a system as complex  and poorly understood as the earth's climate rather appalling," said MIT's  Boyle.                                                                     

 Even if the technology worked as billed, who would be in charge? Who would  tilt the solar reflectors or deploy the optical chaff or sprinkle the iron? Who would decide what the optimal global temperature should be, and   whether to tilt the mirrors to warm Siberia a bit, or cool New England?  The scientists adjourned without deciding whose hand should be on the   global thermostat.                                                         

                          ________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Opinion: Senator John Kerry's Environmental Policy 
DES MOINES, Iowa, January 20, 2004 (ENS) - Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts won the 2004 Iowa Caucus Tuesday, beating his challengers for the Democratic presidential nomination in the first important primary test of the 2004 election campaign. 

At precincts across Iowa, Democrats voted 38 percent for Kerry, 32 percent for Senator John Edwards, 11 percent for former Vermont Governor Howard Dean, and 11 percent for Congressman Dick Gephardt of Missouri, who now has dropped out of the race. 

Now the country's attention turns to New Hampshire where the Democratic primary takes place January 27. 

Kerry detailed his environmental policy in a speech at the University of New Hampshire on October 20, 2003. Here is his address in its entirety. 

* * *
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I’m here today to lay out a comprehensive vision for how we create a cleaner and greener America. How we can repair the environment today and protect it for tomorrow. This is a cause that I care about a great deal and one that I’ve fought for all my life. But this isn’t just my fight. I’m here on this campus because the fight for our environment is a fight for young people’s future. The decisions we make today are going to have more of an impact on your lives than on mine. You need to be on the frontlines of that fight – and you deserve a President who is leading the way. 

Some candidates seem only to discover the cause of the environment only on election years. These politicians figure endangered species don’t vote; our forests don’t give campaign contributions; WorldCom has more political muscle than the White Mountains. 

But for me, protecting the environment isn’t just the cause of a campaign. It’s been the commitment of a lifetime. My mother was a true environmental activist. She started a local recycling program long before it was cool. And when I was a young boy, she would wake me up in the early hours of the morning, take me into the woods and simply say “listen.” At the time, I wasn’t so happy about being woken up. Now, I understand she was teaching me about our responsibility to this world better than you found it. 

And when I wasn’t much older than some of the students here today, I was honored to speak at the first Earth Day in Massachusetts back in 1970. As a young person, I was angered at what we were doing to our country – rivers on fire from pollution, our forests being clear-cutted every day. Since that time, we have made progress: removing lead from gasoline, reducing air pollution, reclaiming waterways, renewing land that had been lost to toxic waste, defending and expanding our national parks – and we have even saved our national symbol, the bald eagle, from extinction. 

But George W. Bush is taking us in the wrong direction. He is the kind of politician who would cut down a tree and then climb on its stump to give a speech about conservation. Since he has made it easier to clear cut acres of forests, we can expect plenty more campaign speeches about the environment. But the American people won’t be fooled by his rhetoric. They know his record. 

This President has not only refused to act, he has set back the cause of environmental protection. President Bush broke a campaign promise to reduce the harmful carbon dioxide emissions that contribute to global warming. Instead of enforcing the law, he’s taking environmental cops off the beat and letting power plants hundreds of miles away pollute New England’s air. Instead of renegotiating the Kyoto Treaty to improve it, he simply repudiated it – and isolated America in the world. He’s made taxpayers instead of polluters pay for clean ups. He’s stood in the way of our efforts to make cars cleaner and more fuel efficient. And despite all our efforts to stop him, he continues to want to open up our most pristine and sacred national parks and resources to destructive development and drilling. 

The difference between us and George Bush is one of vision. Where we see a pristine wilderness or a scenic coast, George Bush sees an oil field. Where we see a beautiful mountaintop, George Bush sees a strip mine. Where we see a pristine old growth forest, George Bush sees toothpicks. And where we see an opportunity to join the global community to fight global warming, George Bush sees a chance to curry favor with his buddies in the oil business. 

They don’t think you are going to notice. They think that the American people can be misled by false names. Chop down mountainsides of old growth trees and call it Healthy Forests. Increase the pollution in the air and call it Clear Skies. They believe as long as they use the right words, the American people can be deceived. But we don’t get fooled that easy. 

George Bush has put pollution ahead of preservation, campaign contributions ahead of conservation, special interests ahead of America’s special places, Exxon ahead of the environment, parking lots ahead of parks. It’s time we put George Bush and Dick Cheney out of work – and on a bus back to Texas. 

Under President Bush, America’s environment has become threatened, endangered, and imperiled. I’m running to keep clean the water we drink, the air we breathe, the yards and parks in which children play and laugh, and the communities in which we live. This is our commitment – and we won’t back down. 
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Senator Kerry outlines his environmental policy at the University of New Hampshire (All photos courtesy John Kerry for President )
For thirty years, I have been fighting to protect the environment – and I’ve won important battles. I pledge today that I will be “the true environmental President,” but when I say it, its not just rhetoric – I have the record to back it up. Over and over again, I’ve found myself at the forefront of the battle against the powerful corporations and their revolving door government friends who want to turn back progress on fuel efficiency, oil spills, and drilling. I have pushed for America to take the lead in guarding the last pristine open spaces in the world like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, to slow the destruction of coral reefs, and to stop the extinction of ocean life. I’ve been a leader in battling global warming and worked with Senator John McCain to make America’s cars cleaner and safer. 

It’s been an honor and a fight I’ve loved to stand up for the environment in the U.S. Senate. But I’ve also seen that real progress takes a President who will shine a spotlight on the special interests that sneak behind the scenes to get what they want. A President who will call powerful corporations on the carpet and call the American people to action. 

The members of this administration may only know how to dismantle and destroy, but we need a President who knows that Americans have the power to imagine and build. 

If I am your President, it’ll mean the end of secret meetings for energy industry special interests. I’ll have a simple message for the lobbyists and polluters that call the Bush White House home: Don’t let the door hit you on your way out. 

As soon as I step into the Oval Office, I will transform the White House into a hub of inspiration and innovation and lead America on the great endeavor of creating a cleaner and greener nation. 

Today, I am releasing a comprehensive plan for how to take our environment back. Within the first six months of my taking office, here’s what we will be able to accomplish: We will reverse the damage of the Bush assault on our environment and take aggressive steps to clean our air and water. We will restore America’s leadership on combating climate change and set America on a course to energy independence. 

But we won’t just fix what they did wrong, we’ll do even better. We will begin building a clean and prosperous and beautiful nation in the twenty first century by supporting smart growth policies for every community and by creating a Conservation Covenant to preserve those unprotected parts of America’s natural beauty for the generations to follow. 

As President, I will build a coalition for environmental progress and protection – with every worker, every business executive, every parent, every student helping us move forward – together. We will enlist farmers and ranchers, hunters and fishermen, as stewards of the land and the water on which they depend on for their livelihoods. 

We’ll reward those who innovate, and charge those who pollute. We’ll give America’s most powerful companies green lights and greenbacks to pull advanced technology out of the lab and off the shelf and put the American people back to work. 

We will bring the technologies of tomorrow to the roads and rails and homes of today. Instead of vast subsidies for dirty industries and obsolete technologies, we’ll invest in a cleaner tomorrow. 

We will return America to its rightful role as a leader in the global battle against climate change, poverty, and the spread of disease. Global problems know no boundaries. The earth is a small planet where wind and water, poison and pollution know no borders. 

Senator John Kerry smiles on Iowa voters in Waterloo, Iowa January 18. (Photo by Lou Dematteis)
If we care about the national security of America, we can settle for nothing less than energy security for America. The dollars we spend at the pump can too easily be diverted to finance the very terrorists that would seek to destroy us. The threats that America faces today don't just come from gun barrels, they come from oil barrels - and we need to disarm that danger. I have a comprehensive plan to end America’s reliance on Mideast oil within the next decade. It’s right for our security. Right for our economy. Right for our environment. 

We have the technology to manufacture cars with far better gas mileage – and we can and must do it now. Not a single American needs to give up driving an SUV or a pick-up truck. But at the same time, we need to repeal the outrageous one hundred thousand dollar tax break for the purchase of luxury gas-guzzlers like Hummers. Americans have the right to drive whatever car they want – but they don't have the right to have the government pay for more dependence on foreign oil. 

As President, I will put environmental justice center stage. For too long, poor and minority communities have been overlooked when it came to the environment. And for too long, polluters thought they could get away with breaking the law as long as it was in someone else’s back yard. Those days need to end. Under a Kerry Administration, no community will have their environment overlooked. They will have the power to fight back. And the polluters won’t get away with it any more. 

What will America look like when we are done? We will have pollution-free cars drawing their energy from redesigned fueling stations. We will see gleaming high speed trains carrying passengers from city to city. Our oceans and rivers and forests will move out of intensive care and back into health, so that they are once again teeming with life. In rural America, people will be as connected as anyone living in the city; and our cities will see almost as much green as out in the country. 

America faces a choice: do we wish to be remembered as the last generation of the foolish – those who believed that the earth could be stripped without conscience – or as the first generation of the wise? 

George Bush has offered his answer – time and again. 

We need to offer a better answer. We need to unlock the force of invention and imagination. We need a President who will lead the country and the world in tackling the challenges we face. We need a President who’ll protect our rivers and lakes, our oceans and forests. We need to make sure our children’s children know the true meaning of “America the Beautiful.” 

When it comes to our environment, George Bush and Dick Cheney have broken the trust of all Americans – but especially young Americans. They’ve thrown a party for their friends – but left your generation to clean up the mess and stuck you with the bill. 

I ask you to lead the way to a brighter future. Enlist in the cause of protecting the environment. Join my campaign for a clean, green America. Go to johnkerry.com and learn more about the issues and how you can make a difference. Your courage to do what’s right can change the world and save the world for the young people of tomorrow. I ask for your support in that commitment and that cause.

___________________________________________________________________________BBC

20 January 2004

Earth 'entering uncharted waters' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The Earth has entered a new era, one in which human beings may be the dominant force, say four environmental leaders. 
In the International Herald Tribune, they say the uncertainty, magnitude and speed of change in many of the Earth's systems is without precedent. 

The four, who include Margot Wallstrom, the European environment commissioner, say uncertainty cannot excuse inaction. 

They believe humanity may cross some critical thresholds unawares, setting off changes which cannot be reversed. 

Change at a gallop 
The other authors are Professor Bert Bolin, founding chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change; Professor Paul Crutzen, winner of the 1995 Nobel prize for chemistry; and Dr Will Steffen, director of the International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP). 

There are significant risks of rapid and irreversible changes 
IHT authors 

Their article, The Earth's Threatened Life-Support System: A Global Wake-Up Call, marks the publication of an IGBP book, Global Change And The Earth System: A Planet Under Pressure. 

They write: "Our planet is changing fast. Change is a fact of life, but in recent decades many environmental indicators have moved outside the range of variation of the last half million years... 

"It is the magnitude and rate of human-driven change that are most alarming. 

"The human-driven increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide is nearly 100 parts per million and still growing - already equal to the entire range experienced between an ice age and a warm period such as the present. 

"And this human-driven increase has occurred at least 10 times faster than any natural increase in the last half million years." 

They envisage the possibility, beyond 2050, of "rapid regional climate change, as would be caused by changes in ocean circulation in the North Atlantic, and irreversible changes, such as the melting of the Greenland ice sheet and the concomitant sea-level rise of six metres". 

No compass 
The authors write: "The Earth has entered the so-called Anthropocene - the geologic epoch in which humans are a significant and sometimes dominating environmental force. 

"Records from the geological past indicate that never before has the Earth experienced the current suite of simultaneous changes: we are sailing into planetary terra incognita." 

They argue for a precautionary approach, partly because natural systems can flip very rapidly from one stable state to another. 

The writers say: "We are unsure of just how serious our interference with Earth system dynamics will prove to be, but... there are significant risks of rapid and irreversible changes to which it would be very difficult to adapt." 

Dr Steffen told BBC News Online: "It would take about a millennium for the Greenland ice sheet to melt. But we could reach the trigger point that makes the process unstoppable within the next century. 

"The book makes the point that this is global change - it looks at the range of effects, at how they're happening simultaneously, and at how they're reinforcing each other. 

"It's a synthesis of the science, the best consensus - and it honestly acknowledges the unknowns." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

___________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Gorillas in the Mist Breed Back from the Brink 
NEW YORK, New York, January 20, 2004 (ENS) - So few mountain gorillas exist today that each endangered animal one is counted as precious by conservationists. Unlike their more numerous lowland cousins that are falling victim to bushmeat hunting and disease, mountain gorillas have been slowly increasing in number over the past 14 years. 

Mountain gorillas survive in two distinct populations in the mountain ranges of Central Africa. Now the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), based at New York's Bronx Zoo, has released the encouraging results of a census taken late last year of one of those populations. 

The census of the Virunga Volcanoes mountain gorilla population has found that the animals have increased their numbers by 17 percent since 1989, according to conservation authorities in Uganda, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and WCS scientists. 

The results indicate a total of 380 gorillas, up from 324 individuals in 1989, the last time conditions were stable enough to conduct such a census. 

Between September and October of 2003, the census was conducted by staff from the Uganda Wildlife Authority, the Office Rwandais de Tourisme et Parc Nationaux, the Institut Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature, each of which manages a portion of the Virunga landscape, and other organizations. 

Gorillas in the Virunga Mountains (Photo courtesy Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International)
Six teams covered the mountain gorilla's entire range across three national parks - the Mgahinga Gorilla National Park in Uganda, the Parc National des Volcans in Rwanda, and the Parc National des Virunga in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Participants recorded data on all gorilla nests and other signs, which were then used to establish the current estimate of 380 gorillas. 

Facing the threats of sporadic wars and poaching, the mountain gorillas of the Virungas have climbed back from a low of approximately 260 individuals in 1978, when many believed the mountain gorilla would become extinct. These are the animals made famous by the film "Gorillas In The Mist," about the long term research of Dr. Dian Fossey in the 1970s and 1980s, a time when the gorilla population declined due to poaching and habitat loss. 

When considered against the backdrop of regional instability during the past 10 years, the increase is even more encouraging for conservationists. 

"This success would not be possible without an effective, collaborative effort across international borders," said WCS Conservationist Dr. Bill Weber, author of "In The Kingdom of Gorillas" and leader of the 1978 census. 

"To successfully protect this population under such challenging conditions speaks volumes about the commitment and determination of park personnel in conserving their natural heritage," he said. 

There are two main species of gorilla, which include five subspecies, explains the Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund which helped to support the census. The western gorilla includes two subspecies and numbers approximately 100,000, located in west and central Africa. The western lowland gorilla is the species commonly found in zoos. 

The eastern gorilla species includes three subspecies and is found in Rwanda, Uganda, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. One of the eastern gorilla subspecies, the eastern lowland gorilla, numbers about 12,000, with very few in captivity. 

Two populations of mountain gorillas exist, one in Virunga, and another of 320 mountain gorillas in Uganda's Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, which brings the current worldwide total of mountain gorillas to 700 individuals. 

Although far fewer in number than their western relatives, mountain gorillas have had a profound effect on both the public and the naturalists who have encountered them. 

While collecting specimens in Africa for the American Museum of Natural History in the early 20th century, U.S. explorer Carl Akeley became concerned about the future of the mountain gorilla. To secure their future he helped to establish Africa's first national park, now Parc National des Virunga, in 1925. 

In 1959, George Schaller, senior vice president of WCS's Science and Exploration Program, conducted the first ecological study of mountain gorillas, estimating the total population at that time to be 450 individuals. 

In 1979, WCS's Weber and Dr. Amy Vedder helped establish the Mountain Gorilla Project, the forerunner of the International Gorilla Conservation Programme, that combined pioneering ecotourism and education programs, with a more traditional anti-poaching effort. 

WCS continues to protect mountain gorillas through applied research on key conservation challenges, and by providing support for the national protected area authorities and the Institute of Tropical Forest Conservation in Uganda. 

"The continued recovery of the mountain gorilla in the Virunga Volcanoes is great news at a time when it is desperately needed," said Weber. "It is also a remarkable example of effective conservation during times of both war and peace." 

Additional supporters of the census were Berggorilla und Regenwald Directhilfe, the Mountain Gorilla Veterinary Project, and the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology.

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

21st January 2004

General environment news

South Africa: 15 Million Could Be Affected By Drought

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: As many as 15 million South Africans could be affected by one of the worst droughts in 10 years. According the head of the country's National Disaster Mangement Centre, "Of those ... at least four million are in need of immediate assistance." Among them are three million communal or subsistence farmers and their dependants. "We have worked out an average of five dependants per household, which, multiplied by three, gives us the 15 million figure," he told IRIN. The communal farmers, who live in South Africa's former apartheid homelands, are worst-off. "As the former homelands did not have a good infrastructure in place, the communal farmers, who now constitute our rural dwelling population, do not have access to water or to primary health facilities. They have been growing vegetables and other food crops for their subsistence - with no rainfall, many of them now need urgent assistance," he said. The farmers are spread over seven provinces - Limpopo, KwaZulu-Natal, Northern Cape, Free State, Mpumalanga, North West and Eastern Cape - which have all been declared disaster areas. South Africa's previous serious drought was in 1992, when more than seven provinces were declared disaster areas. Mokgethi said the centre was drawing up a drought profile of the country, which would also give an indication of the impact on the country's water resources.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401200870.html
Flood Levels 'Worse Than 1934'

The Namibian (Windhoek) "A FREAK of nature". This is how both the developers of the Acacia housing scheme in Windhoek's Dorado Park suburb and the Windhoek Municipality yesterday described the flood that ravaged newly built houses over the weekend. "We have found that the factors [that caused the flood] were not consistent with normal flood scenarios. Nobody is to blame. The municipality can't be blamed. We can't be blamed. With more than 100 mm of rain falling in each of the two catchment areas feeding the Arrebbusch River, officials say the water level rose way above the flood level of Windhoek's worst known floods in 1934. According to local authority legislation, development may only proceed taking into consideration the one to 50 year floodline [the magnitude of a flood expected to occur once in 50 years].

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401200595.html
Firm Asked to Destroy Dykes

The East African Standard (Nairobi): An environmental lobby wants a leading flower firm to pull down dykes allegedly erected illegally on Lake Naivasha. The group said they supported Environment minister Newton Kulundu's decision to have the dykes by Sher Agencies destroyed. In a statement yesterday, the Lake Naivasha Riparian Association secretary, Mrs. Sarah Higgins, dismissed claims by the Sher Agencies managing director, Mr. Marco Van Sajdik, that his firm had not put up the dykes. Higgins said her organisation had, on several occasions, attempted to have it pull down the structures. "We know the dykes are there and they have even built a residential house in the lake," she said. The association has been mandated by the Government to protect the fresh Water Lake from pollution.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401200372.html
__________________________________________________________ROE MEDIA UPDATE 

UNEP in the News
Khaleej Times, DUBAI, 19 January: Youth urged to take the lead
DUBAI - A six-day international gathering for youth, organised by the Dubai Naturalisation and Residency Department (DNRD) under the patronage of General Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and UAE Defence Minister, and in association with the Emirates Diving Association, the United Nations Environment Programme - Regional Office of West Asia and BP, began on Saturday at the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry, with the participation of around 60 youths under the age of 30 from 30 countries around the globe……….

The inaugural ceremony featured speeches by Dr Mahmood Yousef Abdulraheem, Director and Regional Representative, United Nations Environment Programme - Regional Office of West Asia, followed by the first keynote speech addressed by Theodore E. A. Oben, Head- Children and Youth/Sport, and the Environment Unit, UNEP Division of Communications and Public Information……Dr Oben made a reference to the UNEP's new children and youth strategy called Tunza, an African word meaning 'to treat with care and affection'. "Care, affection, respect: these must be our bywords in looking after our environment," he said, adding that sustainable development is not the choice of governments and organisations, but an individual one.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle.asp?xfile=data/theuae/2004/January/theuae_January363.xml&section=theuae
Other environment news

IHT, Editorial, 20 January: A Global Crisisby Margot Wallström, Bert Bolin, Paul Crutzen 

Our planet is changing fast. In recent decades many environmental indicators have moved outside the range in which they have varied for the past half-million years. We are altering our life support system and potentially pushing the planet into a far less hospitable state. 

.

Such large-scale and long-term changes present major policy challenges. The Kyoto Protocol is important as an international framework for combating climate change, and yet its targets can only ever be a small first step. If we cannot develop policies to cope with the uncertainty, complexity and magnitude of global change, the consequences for society may be huge.

http://www.iht.com/articles/125605.html
Le Figaro, 20 janvier : Les gorilles de montagne: 17% de plus qu'en 1989

PARIS (AFP) - Les rares gorilles des monts Virunga, en Afrique centrale, remontent doucement la pente: ils sont aujourd'hui 380, soit 17% de plus qu'en 1989, date du dernier recensement, ont annoncé les responsables d'une opération de terrain internationale dans un communiqué reçu lundi à Paris.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040119142219.9rhpb1lm.html
Libération, 20 janvier :Inondation. Un ancien marais a été aménagé en Alsace pour juguler les crues du fleuve.

L'Allemagne se fait opérer du Rhin

Faire d'une pierre deux coups. C'est l'objectif annoncé du polder d'Erstein (Bas-Rhin), à vingt kilomètres au sud de Strasbourg, qui a été mis en eau pour la première fois le 15 janvier. Le bassin de 600 hectares, pouvant contenir jusqu'à 7,8 millions de m3, s'inscrit dans un vaste dispositif franco-allemand de lutte contre les crues du Rhin (lire ci-dessous), dont les effets dévastateurs sont surtout sensibles au-delà de la frontière. Toutefois, ce polder  qui n'en est pas vraiment un puisqu'il ne s'agit pas d'une surface gagnée sur l'eau mais d'un immense bassin de rétention, ceinturé de digues et installé sur une ancienne zone inondable  a aussi une portée écologique. A terme, il doit permettre à la zone naturelle protégée sur laquelle il est installé de retrouver son fonctionnement ancestral de forêt alluviale.
http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=172272
___________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan urges parties in Somalia to show restraint as peace talks enter critical phase

*
Liberia: Annan names experts to serve on panel for follow-up sanctions mission

*
Israeli operation destroys 36 buildings in Gaza refugee camp – UN agency

*
Gabon and Equatorial Guinea set terms of UN mediation over disputed islands

*
Annan urges States to show more flexibility in negotiations on disarmament

*
Former UN force commander testifies at Rwanda genocide trial

*
UN gears up for possible return to Burundi of more than 300,000 refugees

*
Senior UN official to lead talks on improving conditions in small island countries

*
Closure of Chechen refugee camps could endanger safe haven principle – UN

*
UN agency to help Nicaraguan coffee growers hit by low world prices

*
UN agency looks to expand cooperation with Libya in battle against drugs and crime

*
Boosting use of space technology for development to be focus of UN meeting

* * * * 

Somalia

20 January – With the Somalia peace process entering a critical phase, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan voiced concern today over rising tension between the administrations of “Puntland” and “Somaliland” over claims to the Sool region.

Calling on the two self-declared autonomous regions “to exercise utmost restraint and to refrain from the use of force,” Mr. Annan, in a statement read by his spokesman, urged them to seek a solution through political dialogue and reminded them to protect their civilian populations.

Tensions between “Puntland” (Northeast Somalia) and “Somaliland” (Northwest Somalia), have been growing in recent weeks, with both claiming the same territory.

The Secretary-General called on “all Somali parties to reach agreement on national reconciliation that would put an end to all the fighting and bloodshed in the country.”

Somali officials have been involved in peace talks in Kenya for over a year.

Conflict and the collapse of many institutions over the last decade have compounded the shortage of basic services all over Somalia, the World Bank and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) say in a new report based on a nationwide household survey.

The new Socio-Economic Survey of Somalia – the first such report in over two decades – shows the difficulties people face without a central government, the joint report says.

The survey estimates that 43 per cent of Somalis live in extreme poverty, surviving on less than a dollar a day, and finds that nearly half the workforce is unemployed.

The World Food Programme (WFP) said late last month that it had delivered 732 tons of mixed food commodities to 39 drought-stricken villages in “Somaliland” – 15 of them through the “Puntland” port of Bossaso. It was enough food to last the people about a month, it said.

* * *
Liberia

20 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has named five experts to conduct a follow-up mission to Liberia and its neighbours to assess the effectiveness of sanctions against the export of certain natural resources and the import of illicit arms.

Four of the individuals served previously on a UN Liberia sanctions panel: timber expert Arthur Gregory Blundell of Canada, civil aviation engineer Atabou Bodian of Senegal, police captain Damien Callamand of France, and conflict diamonds trade analyst and anthropologist Caspar Fithen of the United Kingdom. Environmentalist Tommy Stephen Garnett of Sierra Leone was named as a new member.

Mr. Bodian will remain the chairman of the panel, Mr. Annan said in a letter to the Security Council.

The previous panel on Liberia reported to the Security Council on the sanctions last October, recommending that they remain in place. The report said that Liberia, ruled then by now-exiled President Charles Taylor, used false end-user certificates to get around the weapons embargo.

There was little evidence of violations of the timber sanctions, the panel said. The decline in the prohibited export of diamonds, however, was due more to sharper internal security than the efficient observance of international sanctions.

* * *

Middle East

20 January – Israeli armoured vehicles and bulldozers destroyed 36 buildings in a Gaza refugee camp during an operation that began in the early hours of this morning, according to the main United Nations agency helping Palestine refugees.

The buildings housed some 81 families, or approximately 400 people, the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) reported.

Israeli forces and Palestinian fighters exchanged fire throughout the operation. Israeli soldiers took up sniper positions on the roofs of homes and heavy machine gun fire was directed at houses in the area from the armoured vehicles, UNRWA said.

Not including today’s operation, 56 buildings in the Rafah camp had already been destroyed in January, UNRWA said.

Meanwhile, the Agency’s Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen, has completed official visits to China, Japan and the Republic of Korea to raise financial and political support for UNRWA’s work.

All three countries expressed support for the Agency and acknowledged the difficult conditions in which it operates, a UN spokesman reported.

Operating since 1950, UNRWA now provides basic social services to over 4.1 million registered Palestine refugees in the Middle East. The Agency has faced chronic budgetary shortfalls as contributions fail to keep pace with refugee needs.

* * *

Gabon/Equatorial Guinea

20 January – The Foreign Ministers of Gabon and Equatorial Guinea have agreed to the terms of United Nations mediation to peacefully resolve their dispute over a number of strategic islands.

Meeting at UN Headquarters in New York yesterday with mediator Yves Fortier, the parties signed a communiqué outlining several procedural steps to be taken in future talks on sovereignty over the oil-rich islands of Mbanié, Coctotiers and Congas in the Corisco Bay. 

The two sides also pledged to spare no effort in reaching a fair and peaceful resolution of their dispute.

The mediation effort stems from July when, during a meeting with UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, the leaders of Gabon and Equatorial Guinea agreed to accept his good offices. Mr. Annan then named Mr. Fortier, a former Canadian Ambassador to the UN with extensive diplomatic experience, to conduct the talks.

* * *

Disarmament

20 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the countries participating in the Conference on Disarmament to demonstrate the necessary political will to break their current deadlock and make progress this year.

In a message delivered by Sergei Ordzhonikidze, Secretary-General of the Conference, to its opening session of the year in Geneva, Mr. Annan said recent world events highlight how important it is to strengthen international arms control and disarmament agreements.

Mr. Annan congratulated the efforts of Conference delegations last year to narrow their differences on what should form their programme of work. Last year marked the fifth in a row that delegates were unable to reach consensus on a work programme – a necessary precondition for tackling substantive issues.

The Secretary-General said it was “encouraging” that the Conference has addressed emerging threats and challenges, including new forms of terrorism and their potential impact on proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, while also exploring ideas on how to strengthen compliance with arms control and disarmament agreements.

Mr. Annan cited several achievements of the last year, which he said proved that progress in arms control is possible. They included the fourth anniversary of the convention against landmines, a new protocol in the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons on explosive remnants of war, and the start of a process to strengthen the convention on biological weapons.

* * *

Rwanda

20 January – The former head of a United Nations peacekeeping force in Rwanda has begun giving evidence in the case of four military leaders facing charges at the UN international criminal tribunal set up to prosecute crimes stemming from the country’s 1994 genocide.

The retired Lt. Gen. Romeo Dallaire, who was Force Commander of the UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda (UNAMIR) from October 1993 until August 1994, testified about his encounters during that period with Col. Theoneste Bagosora, the Rwandan Defence Ministry’s former Director of Cabinet.

General Dallaire told the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), which is hearing the case in Arusha, Tanzania, that Colonel Bagosora attended all important government meetings during the period of the genocide and always spoke on behalf of the Government.

The former Force Commander also told the court that Colonel Bagosora threatened his life twice over the issue of evacuating orphaned children.

Colonel Bagosora, Lt. Gen. Anatole Nsengiyumva, Maj. Aloys Ntabakuze and Brigadier Gratien Kabiligi – all former members of the Rwandan military – face charges of genocide, conspiracy to commit genocide, complicity in genocide, incitement to genocide, murder, extermination, rape and persecution.

The trial, which began in April 2002, is being heard before Presiding Judge Erik Møse from Norway, Judge Serguei Aleckseievich Egorov from the Russian Federation and Judge Jai Ram Reddy of Fiji.

Some 800,000 Rwandans were killed between April and July of 1994 in a systematic campaign of slaughter, which decimated the country’s Tutsi population while also targeting moderate Hutus. The Security Council, determined to put an end to such crimes and to bring those responsible to justice, created the Tribunal later that year.

* * *

Burundi

20 January – An emergency team from the United Nations refugee agency left Geneva today for Burundi to take steps towards re-establishing field offices in key provinces for the possible return of more than 300,000 people who fled the Central African country’s civil war to Tanzania.

Facilitated voluntary returns to other parts of Burundi have increased since the signing of a ceasefire and power-sharing agreement between the transitional government and the National Council for the Defence of Democracy-Forces for the Defence of Democracy (CNDD-FDD) in late 2003.

“An expanded UNHCR presence would enable us to begin facilitating returns to additional provinces in the south and east of the country,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Kris Janowski told a news briefing in Geneva.

Security permitting, the team will look into possible new offices in Ruyigi province along the central stretch of the border and Makamba in the south, and possible expansion of the existing UNHCR presence in Muyinga in the north. UNHCR closed its office in Ruyigi and reduced its presence in Muyinga in 2002 due to insecurity and has not had a presence in Makamba for decades.

The return operation will focus on the more than 300,000 Burundian refugees still living in camps in western Tanzania. Another 470,000 Burundian refugees – so-called “old caseload” refugees who left Burundi in 1972 – live outside the camps in towns and villages. Various factors, including the availability of land for those who left Burundi over three decades ago, remain impediments to their return.

* * *
Small Island States

20 January – A senior United Nations official today outlined plans to foster agreement among various international partners attending talks later this month in the Bahamas on how to improve conditions facing small-island developing States.

“I am working with my colleagues throughout the UN system as well as civil society and private sector organizations to come in and support the small islands,” said Anwarul K. Chowdhury, Secretary-General of the International Ministerial Conference of Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries and Donor Countries and International Financial and Development Institutions on Transit Transport Cooperation. That meeting will be held from 30 August to 4 September in Mauritius.
Briefing reporters in New York on an interregional meeting set to run from 26 to 30 January in Nassau, Mr. Chowdhury called attention to the special vulnerabilities of small-island developing States, which often suffer from factors associated with remoteness, size, limited economic opportunities, vulnerability to natural disasters and HIV/AIDS.
When it comes to island nations, “we generally associate our thinking of them with their idyllic natural beauty but we do not consider how fragile their economies are, how fragile their ecosystems are, how vulnerable they are to natural disasters,” said Mr. Chowdhury, who is also UN High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.
The Nassau conference will consolidate the results of previous regional gatherings with a view to producing a strategy paper for consideration at a meeting in April to finalize preparations for the Mauritius talks.

Ambassador Chowdhury pledged to galvanize participants in the Bahamas event, which will involve not only representatives of small island countries but also other development partners such as regional organizations and donor States.

“As the Secretary-General of the Conference, I’m trying to have an informal exchange among all stakeholders in the Bahamas to see what each other are thinking of for the Mauritius outcome,” he said. “So this is intended to really start the dialogue very early in the process.”

With development cooperation facing numerous challenges, he called for a prioritized approach to key points. “We need to focus on issues that are of utmost importance,” he said.

“My effort is to get a good outcome which is implementable, which is focused, which gets the partnership – and effective partnership – of all stakeholders,” he added.

* * *

Chechnya, Russian Federation

20 January – The United Nations refugee agency has warned that the possible closing of three tented camps in the Russian republic of Ingushetia, where more than 7,000 Chechens are being sheltered, would seriously jeopardize the principle of safe haven if no realistic alternative shelter is provided.

In a meeting yesterday in Geneva with Ingushetia’s President, Murat Zyazikov, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers voiced his concern over a recent announcement by Russian officials that the three remaining tented camps will be closed prior to presidential elections in the Russian Federation in March.

Mr. Lubbers was reassured by Mr. Zyazikov, who said he was personally committed to respecting the principle of voluntary return, UNHCR spokesman Kris Janowski told a news briefing in Geneva today.

Nearly 66,800 people fleeing the fighting in neighbouring Chechnya are registered for assistance in Ingushetia, with most of them in temporary settlements or private accommodation, but 7,069 people are still registered in three tented camps.

Mr. Lubbers reiterated his wish to promote a positive engagement of the international humanitarian community through a two-pronged approach in which safe haven would be guaranteed in Ingushetia for those not wishing to return, while those returning of their own free choice would receive increased support from humanitarian agencies operating at a higher level in Chechnya.

Representatives of the Chechnya administration have been soliciting applications for compensation for destroyed housing and lost property in Chechnya. Planned at approximately $10,000 per family, such compensation – if actually paid – would constitute a major incentive for return, but the authorities acknowledge that a number of refugees will choose to remain in Ingushetia or elsewhere.

While the refugees continue to cite insecurity in Chechnya as their primary reservation to return, lack of shelter there is also a major constraint, Mr. Janowski said.

* * *
Coffee

20 January – Moving to aid small-scale Nicaraguan growers hit by the steep global drop in coffee prices, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) announced plans today to help feed those worst-affected while promoting longer-term crop diversification and the production of more competitive varieties.

“Bearing in mind that coffee cultivation in Nicaragua accounts for almost a third of agricultural employment, the consequences of this crisis are devastating for a country where external debt is 10 times larger than the total value of export earnings,” said Loy Van Crowder, FAO’s representative to Nicaragua.

The agency will help feed 3,000 of the worst-affected families – about 17,000 people – in the Central American country, where falling international prices have hurt an economy largely dependent on coffee by reducing income and employment.

In order to prevent food shortages, the agency will distribute 110,000 kilogrammes of black bean seeds, 270,000 kilogrammes of fertilizer and 9,000 basic tools. It is hoped that by the end of the project each farmer will have planted just under a hectare of black beans for their own consumption and to sell locally, a method aiming to open the way towards much-needed agricultural diversification.

The international crisis in global coffee prices has highlighted the need to diversify production to balance out the risks of growing solely one crop, FAO said. The agency plans to help the Nicaraguan authorities in drawing up an income-generating programme both to diversify agricultural outputs and to steer coffee production towards more competitive varieties.

* * *

Libya

20 January – A senior United Nations official heads to Libya this week in a bid to boost cooperation with the North African country in the region’s battle against illegal drugs, crime and terrorism.

Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), will start his three-day visit to Libya tomorrow. While there, he plans to hold talks with the country’s most senior leaders and administrators from the city of Tripoli, as well as to visit detention facilities and drug treatment centres.

“We will explore ways to expand our cooperation with Libya, especially in light of the country’s announced commitment to fully contribute to international efforts against illicit drugs, crime and terrorism,” Mr. Costa said today. “Libya can play a prominent role in these efforts both in North Africa and in the Arab world in general.”

Libya is party to all UN conventions against drugs, and has ratified the UN treaty against organized crime as well as all 12 universal instruments for the prevention and suppression of international terrorism. Last December, the country also signed the new UN Convention against Corruption.

“UNODC stands ready to assist Libya in fighting corruption, which has been the government’s priority. Trafficking in human beings is another problem we would address together,” Mr. Costa said. “We strongly support Libyan leadership’s commitment to face the threat of drug abuse.”

Voicing “serious concern” about HIV/AIDS, he also pledged to work with the authorities to reduce its impact.

Vienna-based UNODC has been working in the country since 2001, running an ongoing project worth $2.8 million – funded fully by Libya – to provide training to 85 drug law enforcement officers. Several prevention workshops and seminars have taken place to increase awareness among youth and to train policy makers.

In addition, equipment and other types of assistance have been provided to the border control officers, forensic laboratories, and drug abuse treatment and rehabilitation centres. The Office is also carrying out an assessment of the prevalence of drug abuse and HIV/AIDS in order to develop a national drug demand reduction strategy.

The National Postal and Telecommunication Authority has decided to join forces with UNODC in combating illicit drug trafficking and money laundering. A new, $1.4 million specialized technical assistance project is being designed to strengthen the national postal control and inspection systems in Libya.

* * *

Outer space

20 January – Representatives from a dozen countries are set to meet with United Nations agencies later this week for talks on how to strengthen the world body’s efforts to bring civilian adaptations of space-related technology to the developing world.

The informal session on education and outer space is scheduled for Friday in Geneva and will include presentations by UN agencies and members of the Vienna-based UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) on their space-related education and training programmes.

In addition to an open discussion on “Contributions of the space community to the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development,” Member States will have the opportunity to familiarize themselves with such offerings by the UN system as the Space Education Programme of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Space Programme of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO).

The UN Office for Outer Space Affairs (OOSA), which is responsible for promoting international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space and assisting developing countries in using space science and technology, will also present its programme of seminars and workshops organized regularly for the benefit of experts, scientists, engineers and policy makers from developing countries.

Representatives from China, France, Germany, Greece, Indonesia, Mexico, Peru, Poland, the Republic of Korea, Sierra Leone, South Africa and the United States are expected to join OOSA, UNESCO and WMO at the session.

Other UN agencies scheduled to participate include the UN Office for Project Services (UNOPS), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), the UN Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) and the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Joining us shortly I hope at the briefing today will be Ambassador Anwarul Chowdhury, the Secretary-General of the Barbados +10 Conference on Small Islands to be held in Mauritius from 30 August to 4 September 2004.  Ambassador Chowdhury will brief you on the interregional preparatory meeting to be held in Nassau, Bahamas from 26 to 30 January.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman
I have a statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning the situation between Somaliland and Puntland:

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by the increased tension between the Administrations of “Puntland” and “Somaliland” over Las Anod in Sool region, which threatens the outbreak of hostilities at a critical time in the Somali peace process.

“The Secretary-General calls upon the parties to exercise utmost restraint and to refrain from the use of force.  He urges them to seek a solution through political dialogue and reminds them of their responsibility to protect the civilian population located in their respective areas, as well as to ensure unimpeded access for humanitarian assistance.

“The Secretary-General calls on all Somali parties to reach agreement on national reconciliation that would put an end to all the fighting and bloodshed in the country”.

**Security Council -- Yesterday
Going back to yesterday, the Security Council, as you know, held a private meeting yesterday afternoon with Adnan Pachachi, the current chairman of the Iraqi Governing Council, which followed a morning of talks here between the Secretary-General, members of the Governing Council and officials of the Coalition Provisional Government.

We have upstairs available the full transcript from the Secretary-General’s press conference yesterday following his morning meetings.

The Security Council meeting on Iraq came after the Security Council wrapped up an open meeting on small arms.  That meeting ended with the adoption of a Presidential Statement encouraging arms-exporting countries to exercise “the highest degree of responsibility” in small arms transactions.  In that statement, which is out on the racks, the Council called on all Member States to implement arms embargoes and other sanctions measures effectively.

**SG in Germany
And following the end of yesterday’s activities, the Secretary-General left New York to start a two-week trip to Europe.  He arrived today in Baden-Baden, Germany, where, tomorrow, he is set to receive the German Media Prize, and meet with German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer.

**Security Council -- Today
Turning to today in the Security Council:  The struggle to ensure the protection, rights and well-being of children exposed to armed conflict has reached a watershed moment, said Olara Otunnu, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative dealing with that issue, in today’s open debate in the Council.

Otunnu noted concrete and significant progress in protecting children in terms of advocacy, the development of standards and innovative initiatives, but warned that the general situation for children on the ground remains grave and unacceptable.  Parties to conflict continue to violate children’s rights with impunity, he told Council members.

Carol Bellamy, the head of the UN Children’s Fund, agreed, saying that last year, from Liberia to Nepal, from the Democratic Republic of the Congo to Colombia, girls and boys continued to be caught up in war.  She noted particular problems for children in areas where humanitarian access has been denied, and pointed to examples of ways to demobilize child soldiers and to provide children in war zones with education.

The Council also viewed a video in which children from around the world shared their experiences of hardship during wartime.  The meeting, which is being chaired by Chilean Foreign Minister Maria Soledad Alvear, is continuing as we speak.

**Security Council -- Liberia
On Liberia:  The Secretary-General has appointed a five-member Panel of Experts on sanctions against Liberia to undertake several tasks, including a follow-up assessment mission to Liberia and neighbouring States in order to investigate and compile a report on sanctions implementation and any violations.  The appointment is contained in a letter to the Security Council President, which is out on the racks today.  And we expect to have the biographies of the panel members available upstairs shortly.

**Lebanon
On Lebanon:  The UN peacekeeping force in southern Lebanon, known as UNIFIL, continues to investigate the serious incident that took place yesterday afternoon on the Blue Line, during which an Israeli soldier was killed.

In further developments today, the UN force reports that the Israeli Defence Forces have carried out air raids into south Lebanon, apparently targeting Hizbollah positions.  UNIFIL continues to monitor the situation closely.

**Libya
On Libya, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Mohamed ElBaradei yesterday met with senior US and UK disarmament officials to coordinate their respective efforts in implementing Libya’s decision to abandon any nuclear-weapons-related programme and activities.

ElBaradei called the meeting “constructive” and indicated that the sides had “reached agreement on what needs to be done”.  He said the IAEA will perform its verification responsibilities under the Non-Proliferation Treaty, while the US and UK will undertake certain logistical activities, particularly with regard to the movement of equipment, material and other sensitive items outside of the country.

All sides agreed on the importance of moving fast.  The Agency expects to field a team of inspectors to Libya this week.  And we have a press release from the IAEA upstairs with more details.

**Bam Update
Two items updating you on the ongoing UN efforts to support the recovery efforts in Bam in Iran.

Today the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization announced the arrival tomorrow in the devastated city of the head of the agency’s World Heritage Site Committee, Francesco Bandarin.  He will assess the damage to the city’s historic sites in order to prepare a rehabilitation plan.

And yesterday, the UN Children's Fund said the first group of children returned to school –- less than a month after the earthquake.  The first 26 temporary schools housed in inflatable tents provided by UNICEF, welcomed 50 primary school children yesterday.

An estimated 20,000 school-age children remain in Bam, and since the 26 December quake, most have been living in tents with little access to recreation and educational opportunities, says UNICEF.  And we have more information on those items upstairs.

**UNRWA
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) reports today that during an operation which began in the early hours of this morning in the Rafah refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, Israeli armoured vehicles and bulldozers destroyed 36 buildings.  These buildings housed some 81 families or approximately 400 people.

Throughout the operation there were exchanges of fire between Israeli forces and Palestinian fighters.  Israeli soldiers took up sniper positions on the roofs of homes and heavy machine-gun fire was directed at houses in the area from the armoured vehicles, according to UNRWA.  Not including today’s operation, 56 buildings in Rafah had already been destroyed in January.

And on a related note, Peter Hansen, the Agency’s head has completed official visits to Japan, China and South Korea to raise financial and political support for the work of UNRWA.  All three countries expressed support for the agency and acknowledged the difficult conditions in which it operates.  And more detail is available upstairs.

**Gabon/Equatorial Guinea
We also have upstairs available in French and Spanish a communiqué following the daylong talks yesterday between the Foreign Ministers of Gabon and Equatorial Guinea at UN Headquarters with UN mediator Yves Fortier to discuss their territorial disputes.

**Georgia/SG Report
Turning to Georgia:  In his report on Abkhazia and Georgia, released yesterday, the Secretary-General said that, while progress has been made in the peace process it remains “painfully slow”.   Nevertheless, the Secretary-General encouraged both sides to continue implementing recommended peace-building initiatives, such as the opening of a human rights office in the conflict-affected Gali district.  He also recommended a six-month extension of the mandate of the Mission until 31 July this year.

Also on the topic of Georgia yesterday, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative there, Heidi Tagliavini, chaired a meeting between the sides on security in the Gali district.  They agreed to take every measure to ensure the strict observance of a 1994 ceasefire agreement and refrain from any action which may destabilize the zone of conflict.

**Disarmament
On disarmament, the Secretary-General today urged the nations sitting on the Conference on Disarmament to show the political will to overcome their current impasse and resume the Conference’s substantive work this year.

In a message delivered today in Geneva, the Secretary-General said it was encouraging that the Conference last year addressed a number of emerging threats, such as new forms of terrorism and their potential impacts on weapons proliferation.  We have copies of that message available upstairs.

**Rwanda
On Rwanda, the former head of UN peacekeepers in Rwanda yesterday told the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda that an accused genocide suspect had played an important role in the Rwandan Government during the 1994 genocide, and had personally threatened his own life twice.

Gen. Romeo Dallaire, who had been Force Commander of the UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda, told the Tribunal that Colonel Theoneste Bagosora had played an important role in the day-to-day running of the country, particularly after the Rwandan President died that April.  Bagosora, Dallaire added, threatened his life twice over the issue of evacuating orphaned children during the genocide.  We have more details in his testimony in a press release from the Tribunal upstairs.

**Burundi Refugees
The UN refugee agency today announced it was dispatching a team to Burundi to begin the first steps toward re-establishing field offices in provinces bordering Tanzania for the possible return of more than 300,000 Burundian refugees remaining in camps in Tanzania.

**FAO/Coffee
And the Food and Agriculture Organization said today it will work with the Nicaraguan Government to help small-scale coffee growers hit by the global slump in coffee prices.  Until recently, coffee cultivation represented around 30 per cent of Nicaragua’s agricultural sector’s gross domestic product.  And we have a press release upstairs with more information.

**New Baby
And lastly, on a much happier note.  For your information, our colleague Colum Lynch of the Washington Post is now the very proud father of a little girl, Lucinda, who was born last night.  And according to our sources she weighs “something like eight pounds”.  And we look forward to her first question.

That’s it from me.  Any questions from you?

Questions and Answers

Question:  A couple of questions.  One on Iraq.  Is there a follow-up today from yesterday’s meetings on Iraq?  And on Libya.  The deal between the US and the UK on one hand and the IAEA on the other, is there clearer determination of each party’s jurisdiction, if you will?

Spokesman:  I think on your second question I will refer you to the IAEA.  On the first, the technical contacts on the electoral issues are going to continue, whether in person or over the phone with the UN and the other interested parties.  So, it’s an ongoing process. Yes, go ahead.

Question:  Is there any sense that a decision on whether or not to send a technical team to Iraq could come by the end of the week?  Do you have a better sense of the time...?

Spokesman:  You know, I don’t want to be pegged to any deadline.  It’s a very serious matter.  These talks are ongoing.  I think the Secretary-General said yesterday he was not going to drag the process out.  And he is very much aware of the time issue.

Question:  Just one more question:  Can you confirm whether the United Nations has specifically asked for, if it returns to Iraq, to have their headquarters within the green zone?

Spokesman:  No.

Question:  I’d just like for housekeeping purposes to get straightened.  We have got a few things that we’re expecting.  One of them is the dispatch of the security assessment team to Iraq.  Another one is this possibility of sending another group that was announced yesterday.

Spokesman:  Right.

Question:  We also have a couple of other things.  There is this panel on reform.  Could you give us a little bit of a background?  When can we start to see some of these?  Are these going to be mostly postponed until after the Secretary-General returns?

Spokesman:  Are you talking about the high panel on threats and challenges?

Question:  Yes.

Spokesman:  My understanding had been that their report, their work was going to be ongoing for at least a year, if that’s the one you’re referring to.

Question:  Yes.

Spokesman:  On the various teams, as I said I don’t want to be boxed into any time limit.  Whether the Secretary-General is here at Headquarters or on the road he remains in contact and he can make those decisions, whether here or outside of Headquarters.  So I don’t think you should look to his absence from Headquarters as any indication as to whether or not a decision will be made.

Question:  Would those be made where the Secretary-General is, or here?

Spokesman:  I assume they would be made here.  They may be made by him, but they first need to be made.  Betsy?

Question:  I was curious if you can shed any more light on the security team.  I know that they were accepted by the CPA.  The Secretary-General said it was practically a done deal.  When are they leaving and have you identified them yet?

Spokesman:  They will be leaving, I am told, in the near future.  And I don’t know specifically which persons are going to go as part of that team.  Anybody else before we turn to Ambassador Chowdhury?

Sir, welcome to the briefing.  Nice to see you.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Water" ��Oneworld - POTABLE Water Gets Polluted at the Source�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Education" ��UN Information Service - United Nations Holds Open Informal Session On Education and Outer Space�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Initiative" ��OTS - New global award initiative launched in Mumbai and Davos�
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