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Shop until the world drops? Not if we sell greener lifestyles as groovier 

July 21 2003 

Environmental causes have an image problem - they just aren't cool enough. A rebranding campaign to make them seem sexier might be the answer, writes Emma Young. 

The environment has been diagnosed as a long-term sufferer of insufficient sex appeal. It seems CFCs, CO2 and green trees just don't cut it in the competitive market of personal and political ideologies. 

Now the green movement is seeking to woo a public that continually spends and votes against the down-to-earth, depressing realities of environmental degradation. Planet Ark used from-the-bust-up pleas from Mimi Macpherson and Dannii Minogue to spread their recycling doctrine. The Forest Stewardship Council employed the media-friendly faces and bodies of Pierce Brosnan and J.Lo in poster campaigns to promote the preservation of the world's forests. Earth Day even pushed Leonardo DiCaprio forward to make things pretty. 

These initiatives are part of a new type of environmental campaign that has realised that oil slicks and guilt just aren't sexy.

Earlier this year, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) launched an initiative aimed at funking up the image of green living. As UNEP's executive director, Klaus Toepfer, explained: "We need to tap into what really drives consumer choice - and that is price, quality and image. Consumers, especially the young, are often confronted with the seemingly contradictory choice of wanting to help the planet and the hedonistic desire to buy the latest 'must-have' brands. But, what can be more modern, more fashionable, than caring about our planet?" 

UNEP's "Shopping For A Better World" campaign, devised to forge associations between the $US7 trillion global retail industry and green ideals, is exactly the type of partnership intended by this new agenda.

In Australia to attend the University of NSW's Eco-Innovative conference last week, Toepfer went global with the news: environmentally friendly behaviour and products are not just morally advisable, but cool. While he also hopes to see the Australian Government remedy its shameful resistance to the Kyoto Protocol, Toepfer politely avoided this issue in his meeting with the federal Environment Minister, David Kemp, in favour of the campaign for the consumer-conscious rebranding of an eco-friendly ethic. 

In some parts of the world, the association between cool and environmental awareness is already being cultivated. The activist group NYPD, or New York Pranks Division, made a valid point on Manhattan streets by ticketing sports utility vehicles (four-wheel drives). Finding offence with the oversized suburban vehicle, the group gave tickets for "Polluting twice as much as regular cars", "Holing self up in two-tonne fortress", and the ever-relevant "Increasing US reliance on foreign oil". Perhaps someone should stick one on President George Bush's behind.

In times of global disarray, many are willing to follow the lead of the greens in a cluster of protest movements, ranging from war and oil spills to local motorways. But the mood of T-shirt wearing and slogan shouting that characterises fad causes is rarely long lasting. Very little progressive action is sustained after the initial mobilisation of concern. 

Sure, in poll after poll, green issues rank high in the concerns of the general public, but this is akin to singles ranking "sense of humour" as the most favoured characteristic in a potential sexual partner. It's what people like to say, rather than do. This failure, acknowledged by Toepfer, is one he hopes to combat with the new easy-to-use approach for the concerned consumer. As he explains: "It must be in line with [people's] way of life, so what we must do is harness their purchasing power." In other words, it may not be the perfect solution, but it's the right approach for now. 

This is why the UNEP campaign makes sense. While it is depressing to suggest environmental protection requires "cool" to make it digestible, it seems to be true. Of course, governments could make this unnecessary with sensible preservationist policies, but this seems unlikely - certainly in Australia. Marketing a product or lifestyle as sexy is the tried and true method to sell anything, ethical or otherwise, and it seems that UNEP is ready to spread the word. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The People Daily

China's Growth No Threat to the World: Opinion
Vigilance against collateral environmental damage is crucial to sustainable growth nowadays, especially for a huge and fast-growing economy such as China's. 

But jumping to the conclusion that environmental challenges alone will deflect China on its voyage to greater prosperity shows a failure to grasp the country's true situation. 

Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment Programme, claimed on Wednesday that China's ambitious plan to quadruple its year 2000 gross domestic product by 2020 is environmentally unachievable because the world does not have enough resources to accommodate another 1.3 billion Western-style consumers. 

He fleshed out his argument by saying that, if China had the same number of private cars per capita as Western countries, it would have to produce 650 million vehicles. 

It is a matter of fact that such an astronomical number of cars would consume more metal and oil than the world can supply and is a horrific prospect. 

It is also true that the UN official's environmental concerns are well grounded and weigh heavily on the Chinese Government. 

What Toepfer was driving at was perhaps the need for consumers to be more environmentally friendly in their buying habits. That is undoubtedly an important message that the Chinese people, as well as the Westerners, should take to heart. 

However, by basing his doubt merely on a theoretical deduction, Toepfer crossed the line of prudence that is essential for an official in his position. 

China's development strategy was mapped out after it summed up its own experience and examined its current conditions in the light of global conditions. 

The country had successfully quadrupled its economy in about two decades by the end of last century. As China deepens its reforms and opens up more widely, it is natural that the Chinese people become increasingly confident in the new development goals. 

However, while aggressively pursuing economic growth, the public have continually increased their environment awareness. 

The Chinese Government has obviously come to grips with the severity of the environmental hurdles to its development ambitions. 

The China Agenda 21 - the country's white paper on population, the environment and development - explicitly pointed out that China must take the path of sustainable development if it is to ensure its future growth. 

Both developed and developing countries have to follow such a path. However, for a developing country such as China, the prerequisite for sustainable development is development in the first place. 

China's rapid growth has aroused a love-hate complex in many outsiders. 

Toepfer's hypothesis about 650 million vehicles serves as a case in point. The tremendous potential of the Chinese market is attracting all of the world's major car makers. On the other hand, environmentalists are watching this market explosion with concern. 

Admittedly, such worries are, to a certain extent, constructive because they can act as a necessary alarm. But they should be supported by concrete evidence instead of simple if not unrealistic hypotheses. 

There has been ample skepticism over China's capabilities. "Who will feed China?" was a question asked in the 1990s and "When will China devalue its currency?" was asked during the 1997 Southeast Asian financial crisis. 

The Chinese economy has shown it is surprisingly tough. It has not only managed to feed one-fifth of humanity with less than one-tenth of the world's cultivated land but also played a stabilizing role during the regional financial turmoil of 1997. 

In fact, the defining dynamic of the Chinese economy lies not in its sheer size but in its increasing efficiency, unleashed by market-oriented reforms. 

The adherence to "Chinese characteristics" by Chinese decision-makers displays their desire to pursue a development model that best suits China's own situation. There is an increasing consensus in this country that Western-style modernization is not a ready-made model for China. 

The country is still on the fast track of reform and opening-up right now. 

So, China's ability and resolve to press ahead with its own approach to overall development should not be underestimated. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Associated Press Worldstream

UN in Nairobi to offer AIDS drugs to workers who clean floors and serve food

      The United Nations will offer AIDS drugs to cleaners, gardeners and other workers at the organization's

      sprawling Nairobi campus who are not full-time U.N. employees, the top U.N. official in Kenya said Friday.

      The new policy will offer anti-retroviral drugs for 390 workers who spend more than half their working week  at the 140-acre complex in Nairobi, Klaus Toepfer told reporters. The workers are employed by 17

      subcontractors.

      The U.N. complex is in an upmarket residential neighborhood on the outskirts of Nairobi and is the

      headquarters for the U.N. Environment Program and U.N. Habitat.

      The new policy - a first for the U.N. in Africa - will apply to all future contracts, Toepfer said.

      For the 390 workers, that means the latest they will receive such benefits is February 2004, when the last

      of the current contracts comes up for renewal, said Nick Nuttall, a spokesman for the environment program.

      The U.N. began offering AIDS medication to its 1,600 full-time staff in 1992.

      The U.N. will also insist subcontractors increase wages, cover the cost of transportation to and from work

      and provide four months maternity leave.

      Toepfer said it will not be clear how much the new policy will cost until all the contracts are renewed.

      An estimated 2.2 million Kenyans out of a population of 30 million are infected with the HIV virus, which

      causes AIDS. About 700 people in Kenya die each day from AIDS and related diseases.

      More than 24 million Africans are infected with HIV but most cannot afford expensive drugs designed to slow its effect.

________________________________________________________________________________________The East African Standard

July 19, 2003 Saturday 

UN Contractors to Offer Aids Medical Cover to Workers 

United Nations agencies based in Nairobi yesterday released tough new regulations that will require all their  contractors to offer their workers HIV/Aids medical cover. 

      United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) Director-General Klaus Toepfer, at the same time,      said the contractors will also have to offer a minimum guaranteed wage of Sh6,000, transport, four month maternal leave and lunch allowance for their staff. The UN Nairobi office, employs over 400 indirect staff  through 17 contractors, who Toepfer said are "currently poorly remunerated."       

The new initiative is the first for the UN in Africa and the developing World as a whole.       

It also requires that contractors comply with Kenya's Employment Act and other statutory requirements.       

The contractors offer services in landscaping and gardening, cleaning, electrical works, general building  maintenance, travel agency services, catering operations, shipping and forwarding and courier services. 

      "Contractors must enrol their employees in medical insurance scheme such that they can access and receive  appropriate treatment for HIV/Aids," he said. 

      Toepfer who was accompanied by UN resident Co-ordinator Paul Andre de la Porte, United Nations      Development Program Deputy Resident Representative Adams Zampalgre and Administrative Division chief  Alexander Barabavov also said a new medical cover for staff was in the offing. 

      He said the UN expected a higher budget following the new measures as more than 3,000 employees will be     affected.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Xinhua

July 18, 2003, Friday

UN announces new welfare for contract staff in Kenya

An eight point health and welfare package, which will boost the pay and conditions of staff employed by contractors working for the United Nations in Kenya, was announced here Friday.

      The new initiative is believed to be the first for the UN in Africa and the developing world as a whole, said  Klaus Toepfer, director general of the United Nations Office in Nairobi, capital of Kenya. 

      Addressing a news conference, Toepfer said under the policy, all contractors will be required to make

      provisions for healthcare including HIV/AIDS, a minimum guaranteed wage of at least 6,000 Kenyan shillings  (about 81 US dollars) and transport for their employees.

      "The UN takes its responsibilities in its host countries seriously and we sincerely believe we have come up  with a fair and balanced package that reflects the social, health and economic realities of Africa," Toepfer  said.

      "We hope these new pay and conditions, that will affect all future contracts with the UN here in Kenya, will   become a blueprint for improved terms and conditions for the employees of UN contractors across Africa and   the developing world," he added.

      Speaking on the same occasion, resident representative of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP)  Andre De La Porte said the UN hoped the employment package will not only improve the lives of contract  staff but also increase the efficiency and the smooth running of the UN's day to day operations in Kenya.

      The package, De La Porte said, is a result of discussions between UN agencies in Kenya including those such as the UN Environment Program, the UN Development Program and the UN-HABITAT. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gulf News 

July 18, 2003 

POPULATION, ENERGY NEEDS TO BE FOCUS OF AWARD 

      Zayed International Prize for the Environment 2004 will focus on the growing global population and the  effects of its escalating energy needs. 

      The five-day event from February 21, will take place at the Jumeirah Beach Hotel, under the theme 'Air Quality for Better Life in the Third Millennium.' The Zayed International Prize for the Environment is worth $ 1  million. It was established in recognition and appreciation of the environmental achievements of President His  Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan. 

      The prize was founded in 2000 by General Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai  and the UAE Minister of Defence, who remains its patron. 

      Explaining the importance of the subject Dr. Klaus Topfer, executive director of the United Nations

      Environment Programme, said a precondition for peaceful coexistence in the world is for people to

      conserve energy. 

      "The Zayed International Prize for the Environment is directly reflecting whatever is happening globally. The conference looks at problems expected in the future and aims to identify solutions at a regional and   international level." 

      Topfer, who is also the chairman of the international jury for the prize said the conference would focus on  ensuring recommendations are pursued by decision-makers. 

      Dr Mohammed bin Fahad, chairman of the organising committee, said the papers presented at the

      conference would mainly enhance people's understanding of atmospheric change as a result of urban and  industrial emissions. 

      "A declaration will be formulated at the end of the conference and a series of workshops are also planned on the sidelines of the conference."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Statesman (India) 

July 20, 2003 

CLASH OF BUCCANEERS 
A critical opportunity in the war against terror has been lost, and Iraq is now testimony to a failing

      international system By AD MODDIE Behind the events of the day, week, and month, what is the world  witnessing at the beginning of the 21st century around Iraq and Al Qaida? Behind the apparent clash of  civilisations, is it witnessing a Texan Caesarism, an American Republican hegemony, and a failing of the  international system; which America itself built up since the days of Woodrow Wilson (the League of  Nations) and of Franklin Roosevelt (the UN); especially since Kyoto, Johannesburg, and Iraq War II? Is it  witnessing an attempt at hegemonic imperialism without the old empires of territory holding? Caesar's legions  don't seem to want to stay long in distant Gaul, or today's Afghanistan and Iraq. What sort of a crusade  around fundamentalisms do we have when (a) the Christian West is so divided between the Anglo-Saxons  and the EU, with a fading Pope; and (b) a Saladin is fighting from the rat holes of Pakistan and Afghanistan?

      The battles are not on battlefields, but in minds, in technologies, in oil. Or are we just seeing the rise of a   generation of large and small buccaneers in the failures of mature international systems, destroyed by the leaders of both sides of the clash of civilisations? Bush Sr acted under the legitimacy of the international  system. The Texan warrior, Bush Jr, with a dubious Presidential election called "a judicial coup" behind him,   cared a damn for the international heritage since Wilson and Roosevelt, destroying long, hard-won global agendas in economic and ecological development. As the American commander admitted at the start of Iraq  War II, never had there been a war with such diverse - and one may add dubious - objectives. First, the still   dubious existence of WMD, long after UN inspection teams and the war, the main reason given for that war.

      Second, the removal of Saddam Hussein and the Baath regime. As after Afghanistan, so after Iraq, bin Laden  and Saddam have mysteriously disappeared. The undestroyed power of their legacies have yet to be coped  with. After the West destroyed and carved up the centuries-old Caliphate nearly a century ago, they sowed  dragons' teeth in the lands of Islam, where lie the roots of the clash of civilisations. The foreign and editorial  offices of the world need to understand and rethink Islamic fundamentalism in that historic context of a loss  of power and self-esteem. The clash of civilisations is in history and in minds. Is American Texan imperialism  compounding the problems left by European Middle East imperialism? Is the mind behind missiles and dollars  weak? There can be a longer list of Caesar Bush's objectives. The protection of Iraq's precious oil fields, the  richest after Saudi Arabia. The hopeful liberation and democratisation of Iraq, after (a) half a century's US  dalliance with Islamic military dictators from Egypt to Pakistan; (b) the forgotten post 9/11 war against   fundamentalist terror; (c) the dubious, ballot-box tampering of voters' lists in Bush's own Florida; not to  speak of the 1400 year authoritarian history of the Arabs from the non-democratic traditions of caravan  leaders in harsh deserts far beyond parliaments and debates. And now the world wonders whether one of  the main mysterious objectives of Iraq War II wasn't the destruction of Saddam's Iraq - far from WMDs and  terror - as the main threat to Israel, with the removal of the failed Arafat. Maureen Dowd, a noted columnist, summed up the American dilemma: "For the first time in history, America is searching for the reason we went to war after the war is over." So are the British. And what is the legacy of the clash of buccaneers? First, a severely wounded UN system of international legitimacy, development, and peace; the   wounding of 80 years of hard international work on many fronts from war and peace to global trade (WTO),   health (WHO), and a wide swathe of global environmental issues (UNEP). Second, the apparent sidelining of a mature international attack on the roots of fundamentalist terror, beginning from its heartlands between the Indus and the Mediterranean. By a cloak of a legitimate and limited election, Colin Powell's border guard   Musharraf has, wittingly or unwittingly, introduced an Al Qaida regime in half of Pakistan - the NWFP and  Baluchistan. That's a major reversal of the objectives of the Afghan Al Qaida War. Third, the division of the  West, as never since the end of World War II - the threat of the Euro to the dollar; Bush's ally, Blair,  struggling for his political life over the legitimacy of Iraq War II; and the coming squabbles over the spoils of   Iraq's economic rehabilitation. Fourth, the dangerous future of Iraq itself between Shias, Sunnis and Kurds;

      in the heart of the collapsing legacies of the old caliphate, including the dubious regime of the Saudis as the  guardians of Islam, now directly challenged and attacked by bin Laden and Al Qaida terrorists. Not to speak  of small buccaneers in seats of power in Palestine, Israel, Pakistan and North Korea. Is Bush's America a  bungling Caesar heading for the Ides of March in a 21st century context? If so, America itself may well be   global problem number one. Is the single super power the super global problem? Between the two Iraq wars,  in the mid-90's, that most professional American diplomat, Kissinger, with a European mind for world views,  called for a debate "to devise and conduct a global foreign policy, with a situation for the first time in US   history, without an overwhelming ideological enemy, without a clear cut strategic plan, and a world it can never dominate, nor withdraw from." A critical warning to Bush and his Republicans, especially "a world it can  never dominate, or withdraw from," with all its geo-political implications. Kissinger recommended the US, EU and other democratic states (Japan, India, Brazil), "fashion a global policy geared not to enemies - the  security danger linked to potential threats - but to global opportunities." So relevant to global trouble spots  like Israel and Palestine, Pakistan and India, North and South Korea, India and China. But the US could not  bring itself to such a debate. The buccaneers in the US and the world took over, with the formidable   consequences of today's confused, conflicting world, with no historical insights. Leaders of the world seem   to pounce on the madness of the moment. Quoting a Mexican President, the writer Carlos Fuentes said   sadly: "Poor Mexico, so far from God, so close to America." Could we now say, "Poor America. So close to a  global Caesar and the Ides of March. So far from God and Global Sense." 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

GM crops 'low risk' for humans 

     Human health is at a "very low" risk from the current generation genetically

     modified (GM) crops, the government's scientific review is set to conclude. 

     The report by 25 scientists, to be published on Monday, will say the crops are in

     all likelihood safe to eat. 

     It is also expected to say GM crops are unlikely to lead to the creation of

     "superweeds". 

     But BBC science correspondent Pallab Ghosh says the scientists - many of

     whom are from anti-GM pressure groups - will admit there are doubts about the

     effect on wildlife in the countryside. 

     They are also expected to express concerns about the flow of genetic material

     to non-GM crops, saying it may be difficult, if not impossible, to grow certain

     crops because the GM genes would spread too far. 

     Different genetic modifications may stack up in one plant leading to

     unpredictable effects, they are set to say. 

     The review, chaired by the government's chief scientific adviser Professor Sir

     David King, is the most thorough ever undertaken into GM technology. 

     It is part of a number of measures being used by the government to help it

     decide whether or not to allow GM crops to be commercially grown in the UK. 

     A decision is expected later this year. 

     'Safeguards needed' 

     A public debate has also been held on the issue, with about 25,000 giving their

     views at meetings or through the internet. 

     The public consultation ended on Friday, and the findings are due to be

     published in September. 

     Earlier this month, a report on the economic impact of GM crops, by the Cabinet

     Office Strategy Unit, concluded the commercial growing of the crops would bring

     little short-term benefit to the British economy. 

     Anti-GM group Friends of the Earth said on Monday the scientists needed to

     acknowledge there jad not been sufficient research into the environmental

     impact of GM crops. 

     "Over recent days it has become clear that there is no economic benefit from

     growing GM crops, mainly because people don't want to eat GM food," GM

     campaigner Clare Oxborrow said. 

     "The government should safeguard our environment and help UK farmers meet

     the considerable demand for GM-free ingredients by refusing to allow GM crops

     to be commercially grown in the UK. " 

 _________________________________________________________ _______________________________

ENS

European Ministers Plan to Limit Climate Change 

                      MONTECATINI, Italy, July 18, 2003 (ENS) - Energy and environment

                      ministers from the 15 European Union member states and 10 accession

                      countries kicked off a three day joint session in Montecatini today. The

                      informal council is organized by the European Union's Italian presidency

                      which assumed the reins of power for a six month period on July 1. 

                      The meeting takes place as Italy is gripped by drought and an energy crisis,

                      and Europe is parched by a heatwave attributed to climate change by the

                      World Meteorological Organization. 

                      In a paper prepared for the meeting the Italian presidency sets out challenges

                      for integrating energy and environmental policies. The ministers will also

                      debate the implications of liberalization of energy and environmental markets. 

                      Senior EU policy makers underlined the gravity of the policy challenge facing

                      Europe and the world in their opening remarks. Both EU Environment

                      Commissioner Margot Wallstrom and the European Environment Agency's

                      new chief Jacqueline McGlade pointed out that most member states are

                      moving away rather than towards their Kyoto Protocol greenhouse gas

                      limitation targets. 

                      Environmental scientist Jacqueline McGlade became head of the

                      European Environment Agency on June 1. She is a dual citizen of

                      the United Kingdom and Canada. (Photo courtesy UK Environment

                      Agency)

                      The protocol, an agreement under the UN Framework

                      Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), requires 37

                      industrialized countries to reduce their emission of six

                      greenhouse gases during the first five year

                      committment period 2008 to 2012. The EU and all

                      member states have ratified the protocol, which

                      requires that each country cut its emissions by eight

                      percent. 

                      The main greenhouse gas, carbon dioxide, is produced by the combustion of

                      coal, oil and gas to produce electricity and to power vehicles. 

                      The annual emissions inventory released in May by the European

                      Environment Agency shows that EU greenhouse gas emissions in 2001

                      increased for the second consecutive year, moving the EU further away from

                      meeting its commitment to achieve a substantial emissions cut by the

                      2008-2012 period. 

                      At this week's meeting, the ministers are preparing for the next meeting of

                      UNFCCC Parties to be held in Milan, Italy December 1 through 12. Their

                      discussions will cover climate and energy policy beyond 2012, when the

                      current Kyoto Protocol committment period ends. 

                      According to an observer present at the talks, Wallstrom called for the

                      European Union to set a target of boosting renewable energy to 25 percent of

                      energy consumption by 2020. 

                      This is more than twice the European Union's current target of 12 percent to

                      be achieved by 2010 under a renewable energy law passed in 2001. Renewable

                      sources of power, such as wind, solar, and geothermal energy, do not emit

                      greenhouse gases. 

                      German environment minister Juergen Trittin called for robust action to

                      counter the threat of global warming, according to the source. In particular,

                      Trittin called for international agreement to aim to limit any rise in average

                      world temperatures to no more than two degrees Celsius. 

                                                Power lines transmit energy generated by

                                                England's Arable Biomass Renewable Energy

                                                Power Station which burns willow wood grown

                                                on farmland across the north of England. (Photo

                                                courtesy FreeFoto)

                                                The Italian Presidency, too, has

                                                proposed that long term climate and

                                                energy policy should stick to the goal

                                                of limiting climate change below a two

                                                degree Celsius increase in temperature. 

                                                But WWF, the conservation

                                                organization, warns that permitting

                                                such a two degree increase would mean

                                                "more frequent and intense extreme

                                                weather events such as droughts and

                                                floods and 50 to 120 million more

                                                people at risk from hunger." 

                      "We must stay well below a two degree increase in temperature to prevent

                      serious damage," said Germana Canzi, WWF climate and energy policy officer.

                      The WWF supports Wallstrom's objective that 25 percent of all energy

                      should be derived from renewable sources by 2020, and in addition supports a

                      one percent annual reduction in energy consumption within the European

                      Union. The potential in Europe for energy savings throgh energy efficiency is

                      "enormous," the WWF says. 

                      “There is no effective EU wide policy to boost energy conservation,” said

                      Stephan Singer, head of WWF’s European Climate and Energy Policy Unit.

                      “Energy conservation is perhaps the most widely overlooked policy in the

                      EU," he said June 25 as the WWF released its policy paper calling for an

                      annual increase in energy efficiency. 

                      To help reduce Europe’s dependency on fuel imports as well as limit climate

                      change, the WWF proposes legally binding product standards, including

                      reduction of stand-by losses of electrical appliances, which consume up to 13

                      percent of all household electricity use in Europe. In addition, the group

                      proposes mandatory efficiency standards for all electric appliances in

                      households, offices, and industry. 

                      {ENDS Environment Daily contributed to this report. Environmental Data

                      Services Ltd, London. Email: envdaily@ends.co.uk; Website:

                      http://www.ends.co.uk} 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

EU pressures Russia on Kyoto 

     Member states of the European Union have urged Russia to ratify the Kyoto

     protocol on greenhouse gases. 

     As European Union ministers met in Italy, the Union's environment

     commissioner Margot Wallstroem said Russia would gain economically from

     ratification. 

     Since the United States rejected the Kyoto agreement two years ago, Russia's

     ratification has become vital to reach the threshold needed for it to take effect. 

     Moscow announced last September that it would ratify the Kyoto protocol, but

     has not yet done so. 

     Economic costs 

     Mrs Wallstroem said western countries would invest in emission-cutting

     technology in Russia. 

     "What we can do at the moment is... to demonstrate that we are also

     interested in providing them with clean technology," she told the meeting in

     Italy. 

     Delegates said they believed that Russia's uncertainty was due to economic

     factors, rather than any objection to the agreement in principle. 

     The United States has said that the cost of implementing Kyoto would be

     damaging to its economy. 

     To come into effect, the Kyoto protocol must be ratified by at least 55 countries,

     including those responsible for 5% percent of global greenhouse gas emissions

     in 1990. 

     Once Russia signs, the protocol will come into effect. 

     The prime ministers of Japan and Britain, Junichiro Koizumi and Tony Blair, made

     their own appeal to Russia after their talks on Saturday. 

     Emissions cut 

     The Kyoto protocol, agreed in 1997, is the first serious international attempt to

     tackle the greenhouse effect. 

     The vast majority of environmental scientists believe that gases emitted from

     industry, transport and domestic heating are warming up the Earth's

     atmosphere, and so threatening to change our climate. 

     Rising sea levels could endanger low-lying areas and submerge some small

     Pacific island nations. 

     Kyoto requires industrialised countries to cut their emissions to 8% below their

     1990 level. 

     Story from BBC NEWS:

     http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/3081017.stm

     Published: 2003/07/20 02:09:47 GMT
_________________________________________________________

BBC

Caribbean coral suffers 'phenomenal'  loss 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     Coral reefs across the Caribbean have declined by 80% in three decades,

     UK scientists say. 

     They believe the causes are both natural and human, but found no evidence of

     climate change damage. 

     Reefs in some areas appear to be recovering, but there are doubts about how

     well new coral formations will cope. 

     The scientists say this "dramatic" rate of loss appears not to have slowed since

     1975. 

     The team, from the University of East Anglia (UEA) and the Tyndall Centre for

     Climate Change Research, report their findings in the online journal Science

     Express. 

     Foundations destroyed 

     They write: "We report a massive region-wide decline of corals across the

     entire Caribbean basin, with the average hard coral cover on reefs being

     reduced by 80%, from about 50% to 10% cover, in three decades." 

     Hard coral is the main component of a reef: it is the substance on which soft

     corals like sea fans, and other species, are able to grow. 

     The authors analysed the results of 65 separate studies of 263 sites. Their

     results showed patterns of change in coral cover varied across time periods,

     but were largely consistent across sub-regions. 

     They say this suggests that local causes have operated at more or less the

     same time across the region. 

     Economic penalty 

     Suspected causes of the decline include natural factors like hurricanes and

     disease, and others of human origin, including overfishing, pollution, and

     smothering by sediments released by deforeastation. 

     Coral loss can have serious consequences, including the collapse of reef

     fisheries, a reduction in tourism, and increased coastal damage from

     hurricanes. 

     Although most of the loss occurred in the 1980s, there is no evidence the rate

     of loss is slowing. There is obviously less coral to be lost, simply because most

     has gone already. 

     The team said: "The feeling among scientists and tourists has long been that

     Caribbean corals are doing badly, since many people have seen reefs degrade

     over the years. 

     "We are the first to pull information together from across the region and put a

     hard figure on coral decline. The end result has surprised us. 

     "The rate of decline we found exceeds by far the well-publicised rates of loss

     for tropical forests." 

     Dr Isabelle Cote, a tropical marine ecology specialist in UEA's School of

     Biological Sciences, said: "The good news is that there are some areas in the

     Caribbean that appear to be recovering. 

     Uncertain future 

     "The bad news, however, is that the new coral communities seem to be

     different from the old ones. 

     "We don¿t know how well these new ones will be able to face the challenges

     of rising sea levels and temperatures that result from global warming." 

     While the authors say their analysis shows "a clear and dramatic decline in

     absolute coral cover", it also reveals significant variations from year to year. 

     Dr Cote told BBC News Online: "The year-on-year changes provide a more

     fine-scale picture of what is happening. 

     "In 1983-84, for example, there was a massive sea urchin die-off across the

     Caribbean, which corresponded with a very rapid coral decline. 

     "We're fairly certain the death of the urchins, probably from a pathogen,

     caused the loss of the coral. 

     Uncharted waters 

     "Urchins eat the algae which normally compete with the coral in a very limited

     habitat, and without the urchins to control them the algae simply won." 

     The authors say there are suggestions this pattern of decline in many areas of

     the Caribbean "is unprecedented within the past few millennia". 

     The situation looks unlikely to improve in either the short or the long term, they

     believe. 

     They conclude: "The ability of Caribbean reefs to cope with future local and

     global environmental change may be irretrievably compromised." 

     Images courtesy and copyright of William F. Precht 
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ROAP Media Update – 21 July 2003

UN or UNEP in the news

Shop until the world drops? Not if we sell greener lifestyles as groovier

Sydney Morning Herald, July 21 2003 - Environmental causes have an image problem - they just aren't cool enough. A rebranding campaign to make them seem sexier might be the answer, writes Emma Young. 

The environment has been diagnosed as a long-term sufferer of insufficient sex appeal. It seems CFCs, CO2 and green trees just don't cut it in the competitive market of personal and political ideologies. 
…Earlier this year, the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) launched an initiative aimed at funking up the image of green living. As UNEP's executive director, Klaus Toepfer, explained: "We need to tap into what really drives consumer choice - and that is price, quality and image. Consumers, especially the young, are often confronted with the seemingly contradictory choice of wanting to help the planet and the hedonistic desire to buy the latest 'must-have' brands. But, what can be more modern, more fashionable, than caring about our planet?" 

http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/07/20/1058639659013.html
China's Growth No Threat to the World: Opinion
People's Daily Online, July 20, 2003 - Vigilance against collateral environmental damage is crucial to sustainable growth nowadays, especially for a huge and fast-growing economy such as China's. But jumping to the conclusion that environmental challenges alone will deflect China on its voyage to greater prosperity shows a failure to grasp the country's true situation.
…Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment Programme, claimed on Wednesday that China's ambitious plan to quadruple its year 2000 gross domestic product by 2020 is environmentally unachievable because the world does not have enough resources to accommodate another 1.3 billion Western-style consumers.
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/200307/20/eng20030720_120649.shtml 
Environmentalists say, connect to the world

Taipei Times, Taiwan (By Chiu Yu-tzu) - 16 Jul 2003 - DAY OF ACTION: A dozen environmental groups and communities yesterday held a press conference to raise their voices against local incinerator-use policies 
Environmentalists and residents against incineration of waste yesterday urged the government to prevent the public from being poisoned by persistent organic pollutants (POPs) by updating environmental and health regulations.

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2003/07/17/2003059728
China's plans `unsound'
Taipei Times, Taiwan - Thursday, Jul 17- China's ambitious economic growth plans are environmentally unachievable because the world does not have enough resources to allow its 1.3 billion people to become Western-style consumers, a UN official said yesterday. 
Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Program, said China's aim of quadrupling its economy by 2020 can only occur if developed nations radically change their consumption habits to free up scarce resources for the world's poor.
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/worldbiz/archives/2003/07/17/2003059796
China growth aims environmentally impossible - UN 
Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand, 17 July 2003 - SYDNEY: China's ambitious economic growth plans are environmentally unachievable because the world does not have enough resources to allow its 1.3 billion people to become Western-style consumers, a UN official said yesterday. Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN Environment Programme, said China's aim of quadrupling its economy by 2020 can only occur if developed nations radically change their consumption habits to free up scarce resources for the world's poor. 


http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,2571441a6026,00.html 

Aust's resource consumption among world's highest

Australian Broadcasting Corporation -  The United Nations Environment Program says Australia's consumption of natural resources is one of the highest in the world.

UNEP chief executive Klaus Toepfer says the world is unable to sustain such consumption levels.

Mr Toepfer met with the Federal Environment Minister David Kemp today and raised the issue of consumption. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s903697.htm 


General environment news

Earth Summit to call for global data sharing 
Yomiuri Shimbun, July 20, 2003 - Delegates at an upcoming Earth observation summit will call for the establishment of a global meteorological and environmental observation system to allow governments of participating countries to share their data, The Yomiuri Shimbun learned Sunday. 
The system is designed for the international community to enhance its capability of predicting environmental changes in the atmosphere, oceans and other entities. 
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/newse/20030721wo71.htm
Floods close in on capital - Situation gradually improves elsewhere
The Daily Star, Bangladesh, July 21, 2003 (Staff Correspondent)  - Lowlands in and around the capital were hit by more flooding yesterday, but the situation in north and northwestern districts has slightly improved in gradual recession of floodwaters. 
"The rivers around the Dhaka city are flowing almost steadily close to the danger level," said the Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre (FFWC). 
The FFWC also said the water levels in major rivers, including the Brahmaputra, Jamuna and Ganges, are dwindling.

http://www.thedailystar.net/2003/07/21/d3072101088.htm 

________________________________________________________________
ROE MEDIA UPDATE
UN in the News

Financial Times, 18 July :
(1)Russia calls for new UN resolution

Russia on Thursday urged the US to consider a new United Nations resolution on Iraq, which might authorise international help to stabilise the country amid increasingly organised resistance to the US-led occupation… His comments followed a conversation on Wednesday with Kofi Annan, UN secretary-general, in which Mr Ivanov reportedly called for a broadening of the UN's mandate in Iraq. Officials say Mr Annan detected more appetite in Washington than expected for wider UN involvement.

http://news.ft.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=FT.com/StoryFT/FullStory&c=StoryFT&cid=1057562516695&p=1012571727092
(2)UN action plan fails to improve poorest nations

The plight of the world's poorest countries has shown little improvement overall since a new United Nations plan of action was launched in Brussels in May 2001, the UN admitted yesterday. Presenting a report on implementation of the action plan to the UN economic and social council meeting in Geneva, Anwarul Chowdhury, UN high representative for least developed countries (LDCs), singled out Aids, debt and rich countries' farm subsidies as the major obstacles to reducing poverty.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030718000297&query=UN+action+plans+fails&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
News from Central and Eastern Europe

New Minister of Ecology in Ukraine

Kiev, 15 July Mr. Leonid Kouchma, President of Ukraine, nominated 15 July Mr. Sergei Poljakov Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine. Mr. Poljakov was born 23 January 1953.  From December 1995 up to July 1996 he was a Minister of Coal Industry of Ukraine, from 1997 up to 1999 – Head of the Regional Administration of Donetsk region. Before this nomination Mr. S. Poljakov was a Member of the Parliament of Ukraine, National Democratic Party.

http://rian.ru/rian/info.cfm?nws_id=407251
http://ufs.com.ua/news/index.php?NewsID=4d203cc113379aab4854fb7132f7e78
Oil traces near Kaliningrad (Russia)

Moscow, 17 July.  Traces of an important oil spill were detected near Kaliningrad (Baltic sea).  Specialists believe that there are at least some 3 hundred kilos of oil spilled.  This oil spill is particularly dangerous

for the unique fauna and flora of the Kursiu Nerija National Park .  The source of the pollution has not been found yet.

http://lenta.ru/russia/2003/07/15/ecology/_Printed.htm
Russian Minister of Environment Approved an Action Plan

Moscow, 16 July.  Mr. V. Artukhov, Minister of Environment of Russia, approved an action plan of the Ministry to implement provisions set forth in the President Putin's message to the Federal Douma.  The plan covers a

period of 2003-2004.  In particular it pays attention to the request to delimit functions and responsibilities of the federal, regional and local authorities in the field of environment protection  and nature use legislation, improve standardization, classification, control in the area of environment protection and use, introduce payments for use of natural resources and negative environmental impact.  The action plan also concerns rational use and sustainable development of natural resources and provides for development and implementation of specific environmental programmes.

http://finmarket.ru/news.asp?cod=241757&tp=1
Gorbatchev awarded with Euronatur prize

Bonn, 15 July.  Mikhail Gorbatchev arrived in Germany on Monday to attend the conference organized on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Federal Ministry of Environment, present his new book "My manifest to the Earth" and to receive an award from Euronatur for his environmental activities.  The main subject of his book is environmental security and sustainable development.  Mr. Gorbatchev will also meet Mr. J. Trittin,

Minister of Environment.

http://www.dw-world/dwelle/cda/detail.drucken/0.3820,2230_AD_920798_A,00.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council

           This morning, the Security Council unanimously adopted resolution 1492, approving the recommendation of the Secretary-General that the drawdown of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone should proceed according to the “modified  status quo” option towards withdrawal by December 2004.

           Following that, the Council held an open meeting on the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), which was attended by the Secretary-General.

           Jean-Marie Guéhenno, the Under Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations first briefed the Council on  the situation in Bunia in the north-east of the DRC.  He underscored that, despite encouraging initial steps toward normalizing life in Bunia, many challenges lie ahead.  “Above all, the most difficult task will be to end the pervasive  culture of war and impunity”, he said.  He appealed to the international community to increase its efforts to assist the  Ituri Interim Administration to restore basic services in Ituri, especially police, judiciary and corrections.

           Amos Namanga Ngongi, the former Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the DRC and Head of

     the UN Mission in the Congo, then briefed the Council on the developments related to the Transitional Government,  whose swearing-in on 17 July was, he said, “a landmark event, and a decisive moment in the four-year-old peace  process”.

           There are 29 inscribed speakers on the list, including Javier Solana, the High Representative for the Common  Foreign and Security Policy of the European Union.  And he intends to speak to you at the Council Stakeout in just a  few minutes.

           **Liberia

           Turning to Liberia, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says it is very concerned

     about the latest reports of fighting on the outskirts of the Liberian capital, Monrovia.  Yesterday afternoon, UNHCR staff  in Monrovia said that renewed fighting had been reported in Sastown, about 25 kilometres from the capital, provoking  more people to flee the conflict area toward the centre of Monrovia.

           UNHCR is worried that any further deterioration will affect the emergency evacuation of Sierra Leonean  refugees, which began earlier this month and has to date assisted nearly 1,250 Sierra Leoneans to return home.

           We have more details in today’s UNHCR briefing notes, which also mentions the return home of more than 5,300 Angolan refugees since an organized return movement began on June 20.

           **North Korea

           Turning to North Korea, the Chargé d’affaires of China, Ambassador Zhang Yishan, informed the

     Secretary-General yesterday about the encouraging results of the recent visit by China’s special envoy to the

     Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.  The envoy is currently in Washington for consultations.

           The Secretary-General praised the efforts of China’s leadership to encourage and promote a diplomatic

     solution of the current nuclear controversy.  He is hopeful about the early resumption of the Beijing talks.  There is a  similar approach between the United Nations and China in terms of nuclear-weapon-free Korean Peninsula and the  need to resolve the matter peacefully.

           The Secretary-General and China will remain in close touch regarding further developments.

           **Iraq

           On Iraq, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, is spending his second day in northern Iraq,   as part of an eight-day, four-nation tour of the region.  One of the main issues discussed was finding possible solutions  for the hundreds of thousands of people, mostly Kurds, who were forcibly displaced by Saddam Hussein's  "Arabization" policy.

           In comments earlier today, the High Commissioner said that, while the major challenge now was to reverse  this policy so that the Kurds who were expelled could return to their homes, fair solutions were also needed for the Arab families who were resettled by Saddam Hussein in the Kirkuk area.

           Lubbers said that UNHCR is ready to work on this issue but responsibility lies primarily with the new

     authorities in Iraq, and particularly the Provisional Authority.  “While the liberation of Kirkuk was done in an exemplary  way, we now need to follow up on this, and to follow up quickly, to prevent disillusionment and renewed conflict”, Ruud  Lubbers said.

           This afternoon, the High Commissioner will visit a site for internally displaced people in a suburb of

     Sulaymaniyah in the north, in order to get a first-hand look at the problems they face.

           We have more details upstairs.

           **Timor-Leste

           In Timor, there has been an exchange of letters between the Secretary-General and the Security Council

     regarding the new Force Commander of the UN Mission in that country.

           The Secretary-General informed the Council of his intention to appoint Lieutenant General Khairuddin Mat Yusof of Malaysia to succeed Major General Huck Gim Tan of Singapore as the new Force Commander of the UN  peacekeeping forces in Timor-Leste; and that appointment will come into effect on 31 August.

           **Terrorism

           Out on the racks is the Counter-Terrorism Committee’s latest 90-day report which looks ahead at the

     Committee’s work until September.

           In the report, Ambassador Inocencio Arias of Spain, the Committee’s chair, says the objectives will continue

     to be to raise the international committee’s awareness that every terrorist act is a threat to international peace and  security.  Special emphasis will be given to practical measures designed to help member States combat terror.

           **ICTY

           The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) yesterday issued a subpoena for Milorad  Dodik, a former Prime Minister of the Republika Srpska in Bosnia and Herzegovina, to appear as a witness in an  ongoing case.  Under the terms of the subpoena, he is ordered to appear and testify, starting on 31 July, and a wilful  failure to comply would constitute contempt.

           We have a press release upstairs with more details, as well as other releases from the Tribunal on the release from detention of one suspect who has served his sentence and on a plenary session held yesterday in The Hague.

           **WFP Ambassador

           Two more mentions for you.

           The World Food Programme (WFP) today announced that Cesária Évora, one of Africa’s greatest voices, became WFP Ambassador against hunger and in favour of school feeding.

           We have a press release with more details on that.

           **Mandela

           And lastly, in a letter he sent to Nelson Mandela to mark the former South African President’s eighty-fifth birthday, which is today, the Secretary-General asked how can one properly congratulate someone who is probably  the single most admired and respected international figure, as well as a tireless worker for peace and reconciliation?

           The only adequate way to express one’s gratitude, the Secretary-General writes, is for every one of us to try to  follow Nelson Mandela’s example.  “If we could live up to just one fraction of the standards you have set for yourself,  then Africa, and the world, would be a far, far better place”, he wrote Nelson Mandela in the letter.

           The full text of the letter, as well as a message, which is to be included in a book on Nelson Mandela, is  available upstairs.

           **Week Ahead at United Nations

           And today being Friday, we do have the Week Ahead for you.

           Any questions?  Yes, Akram?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Concerning these Kurds -- there are not only Kurds; there are also Arabs who have been...

           Associate Spokesman:  Yes.

           Question:  are they included in the return to the..?

           Associate Spokesman:  Well, I think Mr. Lubbers’ intent is to make sure that a solution is found to the people  who were forcibly removed from their homes and also that a just and humane solution be found for the people who were  relocated by the Government in homes that were not theirs.  So, it’s a complicated problem, which he’s actively working on.

           Question:  I have a question about Cyprus.  Mr. Denktash, the Turkish leader sent a letter to the

     Secretary-General, and he learned that today the Greek leader, Mr. Papadopoulos also sent the answer to the Secretary-General, and there is still no reaction after one week.  Is there any reaction to both these letters?

           Associate Spokesman:  No, I do not have anything for you on that matter.  But I will check up on you right after the briefing.  Anybody else?

           Thank you.  Enjoy your weekend.  Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *

__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Lifestyles" ��Sydney Morning Herald - Shop until the world drops? Not if we sell greener lifestyles as groovier� �� HYPERLINK  \l "Growth" ��The People Daily - China's growth, no threat to the world�


� HYPERLINK  \l "drugs" ��Associated Press Worldstream - U.N. in Nairobi to offer AIDS drugs to workers who clean floors and serve food�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Workers" ��The East African - UN Contractors to Offer Aids Medical Cover to Workers�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UN" ��Xinhua - UN announces new welfare for contract staff in Kenya�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Award" ��Gulf News - Population, energy needs to be focus of award�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Buccaneers" ��the statesman (india) - clash of buccaneers�
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