[image: image3.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





[image: image4.jpg]


 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday 21, June  2004

[image: image5.jpg]




Other Environment-related News

· BBC - 'Worst' sea bird breeding season 
· AP - U.N. Warns Aral Sea Could Dry Up
· The Guardian - Are we ready for when the oil runs out? 
· AllAfrica News Agency - Evacuation Drill Causes Panic At UN Offices
· Reuters - Monsanto withdraws GMO wheat from all but US FDA

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROE
· ROWA

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   18 June 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  18 June 2004
The Star Online

21 June 2004

A thousand words
Think that the pictures you take tell a green tale? As part of the annual World Environment Day celebrations in Barcelona, Spain, the United Nations Environment Programme is launching its fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment.  

WHILE there is power in the pen, the power of images too should not be underestimated. Even if you feel you cannot write, surely you can use a camera to record pictures of your environment – no matter what your age.  

Acknowledging that images can help to inspire a renewed sense of responsibility for the global environment and contribute to the political and social changes that are needed to achieve a sustainable future, the United Nations Environment Programme recently launched a worldwide photography competition to draw attention to the issue.  

The fourth UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) International Photographic Competition on the Environ-ment 2004-2005 will run from June 5 (World Environment Day) to Oct 24 and is open to all nationalities and ages. The theme for this year is: Celebrating Diversity.   
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	Cholera Epidemic, Goma, by Tom Stoddart (Britain), Gold Prize, Professional Division, 1994-95.


A Gold Prize of US$20,000 (RM76,000) will be awarded to the winner of the General Category, which is open to applicants aged 25 years and above. There are also separate categories and cash prizes for youth and children.  

To restore Earth, its people, wildlife and ecosystems back to health requires sound science, assessments and policies, said Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s executive director. “But it also requires an unleashing of the human spirit with its capacity for compassion, fairness and respect. Images have, since primitive times, been sources of inspiration and contemplation able to reveal the joy and tragedy of our place in the world.  

“I hope the pictures submitted for the fourth competition will, like those from the previous ones, help catalyse the political and social changes needed to reach our goals and targets on issues from water and sanitation to wildlife, waste and poverty reduction.”  

He said the images from the three previous competitions provide an insight into the issues of sustainable development in a way that written words rarely can.  

“They describe the full range of human-kind’s stewardship of the planet’s natural resources, from wise use to profligate waste. They celebrate the wonders of biological diversity and bear witness to our callous condemnation of billions of people to lives of poverty and despair,” he said.  

Fujio Mitarai, president and CEO of Canon Inc, the company sponsoring the competition, said the guiding force behind Canon companies is the corporate philosophy of kyosei, which means living and working together for the common good.   

“The kyosei concept focuses on contributing prosperity to the world and the happiness of humanity through our corporate activities. Putting kyosei into practice requires that we maintain good relationships with not only our customers and local communities but also with nations and the environment. It demands that we fulfil our social responsibilities,” he said.  

Also supporting the competition are Japan Airlines, Time magazine, National Geographic Society, and Earth Report/Television Trust for the Environment.  

The competition will be awarding Gold, Silver and Bronze prizes in each of the General, Youth and Children’s categories. The youth category is open to young people aged 15 to 24 years and the children’s category is open to anyone aged 14 and below. Submissions will be judged on how well they illustrate the competition theme.  

This year’s competition will not distinguish between analogue and digital submissions. They will be judged side by side. The awards ceremony will be held in Japan in March next year.  

Full details of the competition’s rules and regulations, information on how to submit photographs in both hard and electronic formats, and an application form can be read and downloaded at www.unep-photo.com.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Channel News - Asia

Singaporeans take environment too much for granted
By: Tay Tsen-Waye
First published: 21 June 04, TODAY 

On June 5, millions of people around the world marked World Environment
Day (WED) with rallies, marches, bicycle parades, concerts, forums, tree-planting projects, clean-up campaigns and public pledges to save the
environment.

However, the most important environmental event of the year seemed to barely register on the nation's psyche here. Indeed, had it not been for the efforts of local environmental groups, the WED would have been forgotten.

Green issues' advocate Howard Shaw said apathy towards the future of the
environment is "symptomatic" of an ignorance of existing problems. "We take our environment for granted. There is very little motivation to improve," he said.

This is apparently reflected in the way Singaporeans maintain environmentally-unsustainable lifestyles, said Mr Shaw, the executive director of the Singapore Environment Council.

"Our waste is removed so efficiently that most of us have no idea how much we generate," he said, revealing that each person in Singapore throws out about 1.3kg of waste every day. Enough rubbish is generated to fill 1,100 garbage trucks a year.

Environmental activist Grant Pereira, who leads beach and mangrove clean-ups twice a month, estimated that volunteers collected as many as 80 "large" bags of litter each time.

The National Environment Agency (NEA), though, was optimistic about achieving a 60-per-cent recycling rate by 2012, up from the current 47-per-cent rate.

Since the national waste-recycling programme started in 2001, Singapore has produced 10 per cent less waste - thus extending the lifespan of the Semakau landfill for 10 years.

But what about Singapore's long-term capacity for environmental sustainability?

Over the next eight years, Singapore's environmental blueprint for sustainable development, the Singapore Green Plan (SGP) 2012, will aim to fulfil 155 action programmes under six action-programme committees (APC).

Launched in August 2002, the green plan updates the original 1992 version and combines the efforts of the NEA and other statutory boards such as the National Parks Board (NParks) and the Public Utilities Board (PUB).

The NEA chief executive officer Lam Joon Khoi said the state of Singapore's environment was something to be proud of and was pleased with the SGP's achievements over the past 12 years.

"Our air quality is one of the best in the world, our tap water is safe to drink, our waste is collected daily and disposed of properly and we enjoy a high standard of public health," he said.

Environmentalists lauded the principle of the green plan, but bemoaned its over-emphasis on brown issues. Conservation objectives read more like a "report card" than a serious action plan, said Mr Pereira. "Where are the detailed programmes and precise targets?" he asked.

The Nature Society of Singapore's conservation chairman Dr Ho Hua Chew
said progress had been too slow: "We are way behind on action programmes."

Twelve years since the first SGP was implemented, there are still no park rangers and management plans in place. And this is not possible until the area size and boundaries of official nature areas are demarcated.

"Nature is identified as important, but it can't just be left and forgotten," he said. "What if people start poaching or trapping animals or the areas are developed? Nobody will be the wiser."

Dr Ho proposed designated nature areas to double to 10 per cent of the total land area. Besides the Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve, Bukit Timah, Central Catchment and Labrador Nature Reserves, the other 18 nature areas should also be legally protected, he said.

Aquatic habitats such as Pulau Hantu and Chek Jawa, which are threatened by reclamation and dredging activities, should also be gazetted as marine reserves, he said.

Already, 60 per cent of the coral reefs have been lost through reclamation and only 1 per cent of the original mangrove remains today.

"Singapore ratified the United Nations Biodiversity Convention in 1992, but one of the serious faults of the Green Plan has been weak biodiversity conservation," he added.

The NParks chief executive officer and the Conserving Nature APC chairman
Dr Leong Chee Chiew preferred not to make any promises regarding land use.
In an email reply, he told Today that the NParks would only make "informed
decisions … where necessary" after a list of areas "with high biodiversity" had been compiled.

However, marine biologist Loh Tse-Lynn said the NParks might be good at
spearheading environmental initiatives, but action plans set for marine conservation in the SGP 2012 were "weak" and "non-committal".

The research assistant at the National University of Singapore added that having to deal with a host of statutory boards responsible for Singapore's marine environment further complicated conservation work.

"Hypothetically, to preserve Pulau Hantu, one has to go through the Singapore Land Authority, the Maritime and Port Authority, the NParks and the PUB. Sometimes, what one agency does may not be transmitted across all levels."

But, rather than depend on the Government to ensure the continued survival
of the environment, it is Singaporeans who wield the power to make a difference. Take the most cited example of collective will, Chek Jawa on Pulau Ubin. In 2001, a public outcry from nature lovers halted a reclamation project days before work was to begin.

Urged Dr Ho: "Everything lies in the hands of the people. Singaporeans should be more active, speak up and voice their concerns publicly."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Weekend Australian
June 19, 2004 Saturday All-round Country Edition

Science warms to the cause

SOURCE: MATP

BYLINE: Leigh Dayton

BODY:
If scientists disagree on the greenhouse effect, how do laymen find the truth, asks science writer Leigh Dayton

IN 1990, the largest consortium of climate scientists ever gathered delivered a clear, if not uniformly welcome, message. Global warming was real and significant changes to Earth's climate were inevitable.

Three assessment reports down the track, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change -- established in 1988 by the UN Environment Program and the World Meteorological Organisation -- went further. After sifting, sorting and analysing all the scientific clues they could gather, in their 2001 report the IPCC experts pointed the finger of blame squarely at Homo sapiens. 

"There is new and stronger evidence that most of the warming observed over the past 50 years is attributable to human activities," they concluded in the three-volume report, covering the science along with the effects of the resulting climate change. The report also canvassed steps that nations could take to reduce global warming and set out information for decision-makers.

The climate-changing activities cited in the most recent report include humanity's propensity to burn fossil fuels, clear land and engage in intensive agriculture. Such practices release a host of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, particularly carbon dioxide, methane and artificial chemicals called halocarbons.

The gases prevent heat from escaping into space, thereby turning up the planet's average temperature and triggering a cascade of atmospheric, meteorological and oceanographic changes. The result, claim the scientists, will be extensive destabilisation of Earth's climate system.

Referring to the report, UNEP executive director Klaus Topfer wrote: "[It] presents a compelling snapshot of what the Earth will probably look like in the late 21st century, when a global warming of 1.4C to 5.8C will influence weather patterns, water resources, the cycling of the seasons, ecosystems, extreme climate events and much more. Even greater changes are expected in the more distant future."

Although, as Topfer notes, the IPCC process engages hundreds of the world's leading experts in reviewing the most up-to-date, peer-reviewed literature on the scientific and technical aspects of climate change, it is not without detractors.

Early critics, such as meteorologist Richard Lindzen of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, pointed to disagreement between computer simulations of future climate. If scientists couldn't agree on details, their findings should be discounted, the argument ran.

Such reasoning has, and continues, to miss the point, counter IPCC participants, including Penny Whetton, a climatologist with the CSIRO atmospheric research division in Melbourne. All three reports have clearly outlined the nature and magnitude of uncertainty and sketch alternative futures based on scientific knowns and unknowns, as well as developments in areas such as technology, government action and population growth.

Whetton says the nature of criticism has shifted. "We hear less than we did a few years ago that the science is all wrong and climate change isn't happening," she says. "The critics seem to accept global warming much better."

Today, critics such as self-proclaimed environmental sceptic and statistician Bjorn Lomborg focus on the magnitude of expected change and the social and economic value of countering change. Additionally, a small group of geologists claim the IPCC has ignored the geological record.

For instance, the University of Melbourne's Ian Plimer and Bob Carter of James Cook University and the University of Adelaide have argued in The Australian that cores drilled deep into the ocean, the Antarctic and Greenland show that climate change occurred repeatedly in the geological past. According to Whetton, this is exactly the sort of data that will be included in the next assessment report, which is just getting under way. "But just because there have been changes in the geological past, that doesn't make it any easier for us to deal with now and it [didn't happen] with 6 billion people on the planet," she says.

A goal of the fourth assessment, due in 2007, will be to tighten up regional climate change forecasts and the rates of predicted change, areas of the greatest uncertainty. At least eight Australian experts, including Whetton, have signed on to the IPCC team.

Meanwhile, observations cited in the third IPCC report suggest that global climate is indeed changing. Some examples are that the warmest decade of the millennium was the 1990s and 1998 the warmest year; the mean sea level rose 10cm to 20cm; snow cover in the northern hemisphere declined about 10 per cent since the late '60s; rainfall increased from 0.5 per cent to 1 per cent per decade during the 20th century; the concentration of carbon dioxide increased by about 30 per cent over pre-industrial levels; and recent El Ninos are more intense, frequent and persistent than those of 100 years ago.

Despite more and better science, one enormous climate change uncertainty remains: what -- if anything -- humanity will do about it. Not even the best and biggest scientific panel can predict that outcome with 100 per cent certainty.

LOAD-DATE: June 18, 2004 __________________________________________________________________________________________
ENS

Creeping Desertification: the Cause and Consequence of Poverty 
BONN, Germany, June 18, 2004 (ENS) - Sixty million people are expected to migrate from the desert areas of sub-Saharan Africa to North Africa or Europe by the year 2020, the United Nations body responsible for stemming the spread of deserts warned on Thursday. But when they arrive they may find a drier Mediterranean region than the one that exists today. 

Marking its 10th anniversary, the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), took up the theme of the social dimensions of the drying up of formerly fertile lands - migration and poverty. 

Since 1990, the UN said, about six million hectares of productive land have been lost every year around the world as the land becomes degraded and less fertile. 

The World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought is commemorated each year on June 17. It is part of a UN led international campaign to increase awareness of land degradation. 

Girls carry buckets of water from a waterhole near Kuluku, Eritrea. (Photo by Evelyn Hockstein courtesy WFP)
With an estimated 135 million people at risk of being driven from their lands because of continuing desertification, the world must focus more on reversing this trend, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a statement. 

The Convention now has 191 signatories, and Annan says the governments of member states must cooperate with civil society, business and international organizations to promote more sustainable development so that land remains arable and does not become desert. 

The secretary-general says desertification can reduce productivity in some regions by as much as half. “It contributes to food insecurity, famine and poverty, and can give rise to social, economic and political tensions that can cause conflicts, further poverty and land degradation,” Annan said. 

Creeping desertification, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, is inducing large migration movements as locals who once farmed in what are now arid areas seek a living elsewhere. 

The UNCCD Secretariat estimates that more than one billion people and one-third of the Earth’s surface are threatened by desertification. 

"It is widely recognized that environmental degradation has a role to play in considerations of national security as well as international stability. Therefore, desertification has been seen as a threat to human security," says the Convention's Executive Secretary Hama Arba Diallo. 

He agrees with security experts gathered at a NATO workshop in Valencia, Spain last December, who emphasized desertification in the Mediterranean region as an issue of military security. 

In America, every year, between 700,000 and 900,000 Mexicans leave their rural dryland homes to find a living as migrant workers in the United States, Diallo points out. 

Many villages have been lost in China to expanding deserts, sand drifts, dune movement and sandstorms in the last few decades. 

Men building barriers to prevent advance of sand dunes at Gour, Niger. When sand dunes have been fenced, grass is grown on them. (Photo by P. Cenini courtesy FAO)
From the Central Qurnah marsh in Iraq, between 80,000 and 120,000 people are estimated to have crossed the border into Iran, and another 200,000 are thought to have dispersed throughout Iraq, becoming refugees in their own country. 

In Haiti, as a result of land degradation which reduced the per capita grain production to half what it was 40 years ago, compounded with chronic political unrest, 1.3 million Haitians have fled their island over the past two decades. 

Among practical measures that can be taken to prevent and restore degraded land are prevention of soil erosion; improved early warning system and water resource management; and sustainable pasture, forest and livestock management. 

Many techniques exist such as aero-seeding over shifting sand dunes; narrow strip planting, windbreaks and shelterbelts of live plants; agroforestry ecosystems; afforestation and reforestation; introduction of new species and varieties with a capacity to tolerate salinity and dryness; and environmentally sound human settlements. 

The Secretariat recognizes that desertification is both the cause and consequence of poverty. 

Because poverty forces the people who depend on land for their livelihoods to overexploit the land for food, energy, housing and source of income, any effective strategy must address poverty at its very center. 

Strategies must take into account the social structures and land ownership of affected people, the UN says, as well as pay proper attention to education, training and communications in order to provide the fully integrated approach which alone can effectively combat desertification.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ "Genesis II" : histoire d'une renaissance 

par Josette MICHY

PARIS, 17 juin 2004 (AFP) - France 5 propose cet été de vivre la renaissance d'un parc national kenyan à

travers une série documentaire baptisée "Genesis II"  (sept épisodes), diffusée tous les samedis du 17

juillet au 28 août à 18H00.

Réalisée par Jean-Baptiste Erreca et Laurent Frapat, écrite et produite par Frédéric Lepage, cette série a

été réalisée avec l'appui du gouvernement kenyan, comme le marquait la présence mardi soir lors de la

présentation à la presse à Paris de l'ambassadrice du Kenya en France Mme Raychelle Arvuor Omamo. Elle a 

déclaré que son pays était "fier" d'avoir été associé à ce projet.

Frédéric Lepage, auteur et producteur a estimé qu'il s'agissait d'un "sujet probablement prophétique qui

pourrait passer pour un sujet d'anticipation" puisqu'il s'agit de "la disparition des espèces".

"Plus qu'un document animalier, il s'agit d'une réflexion sur les sciences de la nature, sur la recréation d'un éco-système" a expliqué le directeur  général de France 5 Daniel Goudineau. Le programme des Nations Unies pour l'Environnement (PNUE) dont le siège international se trouve au Kenya a été un  des partenaires de "Genesis II", ainsi que l'Agence française de développement dont le directeur general Jean-Michel Severino a souligné la contribution "à la  préservation des biens communs de l'humanité".

Le parc animalier de Meru qui s'étend sur plus de 5.000 km2 au nord du Kenya a été dévasté par les

braconniers, les incendies et les milices armées après avoir été florissant dans les années 70. Mark Jenkins,

directeur du parc qui a auparavant été cow-boy, skipper et pilote d'hélicoptère, s'est vu confier la

lourde tâche de réintroduire la faune sauvage dans cet éden perdu.

Le premier épisode "Au premier jour" montre de quelle manière les animaux réintroduits sont prélevés dans le

parc du lac Nakuru situé à 300 km de Meru, comme le rhinocéros blanc qui s'y trouve en surnombre. Il faut

endormir l'animal, placer un émetteur dans sa corne, reboucher et parvenir à le transporter vers son

nouveau lieu de vie.

Les éléphants réapparaissent aussi à Meru, pour la première fois depuis 25 ans, un peu désorientés et

ayant perdu leurs marques. Les gracieux impalas (petites antilopes) subissent le même sort, jaillissant du camion par dizaines vers leurs nouvelles pâtures, préparées par des brûlis de végétation et clôturées contre les intrusions de braconniers et de pasteurs.

France 5 diffusera en complément des sept épisodes de 26 minutes des coulisses de ce tournage. Le

commentaire de la série est dit par le comédien Lambert Wilson. 

"Genesis II" a bénéficié d'un budget total de 2.150.000 EUR (la part de France 5 s'élevant à 552.000

EUR) et est une coproduction France 5/TéléImages Nature/Look film et TV en association avec Vox et

Discovery Channel Betriebs GMBH.

BBC

'Worst' sea bird breeding season 
Britain's sea birds are heading for their worst breeding season on record due to a decline in the small fish they eat, according to a BBC investigation. 
BBC One programme Countryfile has found the fish are becoming smaller - forcing birds to work harder for a catch with less protein. 

Scientists believe warmer waters have depleted plankton stocks, which form the basis of food for many such fish. 

Environmentalists argue that tackling climate change is the only solution. 

Scientists examining bird populations on islands like the Shetlands say the number of kittiwakes has halved in the past five years. 

They fear that with vital catches of fish such as sand eels getting smaller, breeds like puffins and guillemots may also decline in the future. 

Plankton 
Marine scientists have been monitoring plankton in Plymouth for 70 years. 

These microscopic creatures are at the heart of the ocean food chain, and all sea life depends on them. 

Rising water temperatures have led to sudden and dramatic changes - with the plankton breeding at the wrong time, and in the wrong place, threatening species like cod. 

Fewer plankton make it harder for the fish, and therefore the birds, to survive. 

Countryfile is broadcast on BBC One at 1130 BST, Sunday 20 June. 
__________________________________________________________________________

U.N. Warns Aral Sea Could Dry Up
Associated Press Writer

June 18, 2004, 11:32 AM EDT

GENEVA -- One of the world's largest saltwater lakes could dry up completely unless neighboring countries in Central Asia work together to increase its water supply, the United Nations warned Friday. 

The Aral Sea, formerly the world's fourth-largest inland body of water, now receives only a tenth of the water it once did, according to a report by the U.N. Economic Commission for Europe in cooperation with the U.N.'s economic and social commission for Asia and the Pacific. 

"You may say that the Aral Sea has already disappeared," said Bo Libert, a regional adviser for the U.N. commission. "It will never again be as it used to be." 

The Aral Sea -- between the former Soviet states of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan -- has shrunk to half its original size because of a regional drought and the excessive use of its main feeder rivers, the Amu Darya and Syr Darya. 

"If present trends continue, the Aral Sea will disappear altogether in the not-so-distant future despite the many piecemeal efforts to save it," the 106-page report says. 

It would cost an estimated US$275 billion (euro228 billion) to return the sea to something of its former size, possibly by diverting other rivers to feed the salt lake, said Yevgeny Nadezhdin, another adviser who helped to compile the U.N. report. 

Central Asian countries need to cooperate, as the region faces "daunting environmental problems and a deteriorating infrastructure in the water sector," the report says. 

"It is ... essential to develop the legal framework for water and energy cooperation, to strengthen national and regional institutions, to improve monitoring and information on water resources, and to protect water and energy resources," it says. 

Four of the five former Soviet nations in the region -- Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan -- have approved the U.N. cooperation strategy contained in the report. The fifth, Turkmenistan, did not participate. 

Countries have long diverted waters flowing to the Aral for irrigating crops, such as cotton, though poor infrastructure prevents large volumes of the water from even reaching the fields. 

The problem is compounded by conflicting interests among the Central Asian countries, which have had trouble reaching new water-sharing agreements since the 1991 break up of the Soviet Union. 

Kyrgyzstan, for example, uses water to generate electricity, reducing the amount of water available for countries downstream to irrigate their crops. 

"In order to get energy from hydropower, they need to discharge the water in winter time when they need the electricity," Libert explained. "Downstream countries want the water in spring and summer." 
The Guardian
Are we ready for when the oil runs out? 
Jeremy Leggett
Saturday June 19, 2004
Shell's chairman, Lord Oxburgh, hit the front page this week when he told the Guardian that oil- and gas-burning threatens the planet, and that unless emissions can be captured and stored below ground or under the sea, there is "very little hope for the world". Quite a confession from the head of one of the world's largest oil and gas companies. 

I agree about the magnitude of the threat - global warming is an inspector-proven weapon of mass destruction - but I have a big question about the survival mechanism. Why didn't Lord Oxburgh mention the words "renewable energy"? It is a strange omission, given that Shell also owns one of the biggest renewable energy companies in the world. 

Renewable energy can replace oil, gas and coal completely, and power the world without the emissions that cause global warming. Vehicles can be powered by hydrogen and batteries. Hydrogen can be derived from renewable electricity by passing a current through water. There is no need to face the costly, tricky, perhaps impossible challenge of pumping greenhouse gases underground. 

The renewable energy family is big, varied and packed with promise. Take solar. Launching the government's energy white paper, Tony Blair concluded: "Solar energy alone could meet world energy demand by using less than 1% of land currently used for agriculture." Solar cells could generate all global electricity demand using an area of the Sahara desert 600km square. Even the cloudy UK could supply more electricity than it currently consumes simply by putting solar rooftiles on every household. 

By mixing and matching renewable technologies any aspect of modern life could be powered reliably by renewables. All we need is imagination, the will government's usually reserve for waging war, the leadership from responsible companies and time to make the switch. 

Shell tells us the topping-out point for oil depletion lies far away in the 2030s. Until that point is passed, we can expect growing amounts of our drug of choice at cheap prices. Just as well, most economists say, because the world economy has evolved to a dependence on oil and gas that is akin to the animal kingdom's dependence on oxygen. Between now and 2030, they say, we have time to develop alternatives and enable a smooth transition. But suppose peak-depletion is not in 2030 but 2007, as the Association for the Study of Peak Oil and Gas now says. If this group of pessimistic ex-oilmen and academics is right, we are close to permanent high-and-rising oil prices, with no time to develop alternatives. Global depression is around the corner. 

If sober Shell can sink so low as to lie about its reserves, then who else? Could the pessimists be right? Shareholders, governments, or both, need to force the oil industry to open its books. 

And has Shell been sitting on the survival technologies, ensuring that they stay locked up in tiny markets for the foreseeable future? At the very least, Shell has not been showing the entrepreneurial zeal for renewable energy that it has shown for a century on the frontiers of the hydrocarbon age. Shareholders, consumers and governments must force them, and all the oil companies, to change course. Unless we do, there will indeed be little hope for the world. 

· Dr Jeremy Leggett is the chief executive of solarcentury and a member of the government's Renewables Advisory Board 

AllAfrica News Agency
Evacuation Drill Causes Panic At UN Offices 

 NEWS
June 18, 2004 
Posted to the web June 18, 2004 
Nairobi 
A mock bomb evacuation drill at the United Nations headquarters in Gigiri yesterday threw the complex into panic and pandemonium. 

Ambulance sirens, bomb alerts and alarm bells disturbed the morning calm as staff in the usually quiet environment were rushed out of their offices to "safety" in an exercise meant to test the preparedness to possible bomb attack. 

The drill, jointly organised by the UN and the Agha Khan Hospital, Nairobi, was also meant to test the hospital's medical capacity to handle possible bomb casualties. 

According to United Nations Environment Programme Information Officer Mr Nick Nuttall, twenty-six "victims" were rushed to the hospital in the simulated incident that caught many of the UN and hospital's staff unawares. 

"It was a medical evacuation exercise intended to test the level of preparedness of both the staff and emergency response teams. Only the top management in the UN and Agha Khan knew of the exercise," Nuttall said. 

Local security agents including police and armed forces were reportedly left out of the picture as part of the "test", he said. 

The exercise, the first of its magnitude and seriousness, is motivated by mounting security concerns that the UN is a potential target of deadly terrorist attacks. Although meant to be strictly neutral and apolitical, the global reconciliatory body has been dragged into bloody conflicts provoking anger and resentment in some quarters. 

It is especially seen as vulnerable to Islamic-inclined terror groups such as Al Queda and other organisations with a bone to pick with the West- specifically America. 
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Monsanto withdraws GMO wheat from all but US FDA


WINNIPEG, Manitoba - Monsanto Co. (MON.N: Quote, Profile, Research) has formally withdrawn submissions for its genetically modified wheat from all regulatory agencies except the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, a company spokeswoman said. 

The withdrawal is the last step in Monsanto's announcement last month that it would shelve plans to introduce the world's first GMO wheat, spokesman Chris Horner said. 

"It's a natural part of the process that we announced last month," Horner said. 

Monsanto had asked for government approvals for the GMO wheat in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Russia, South Africa and Columbia, Horner said. 

The company and regulators in the countries "mutually agreed" that Monsanto should withdraw its submissions, he said. 

Monsanto had planned to commercialize the wheat for growth in Canada and the United States, but ran into opposition from export buyers who worried their consumers would reject it. 

Canadian and U.S. farm groups and exporters worried that the modified wheat could not be kept separate from their traditional crops, putting other grain at risk of rejection from buyers. 

Environmental groups around the world also demonstrated against the wheat because of safety fears. 

Monsanto has said it would wait to resume work on the wheat, designed to resist applications of its Round Up weed killer, until other types of GMO wheat are commercialized. 

In the United States, the company withdrew submissions it had made to the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Environmental Protection Agency, but decided to proceed with an application at the Food and Drug Administration. 

The FDA review is believed to be almost complete, Horner said. Approval from the agency would establish that the wheat is safe for human and livestock consumption. "It would establish the safety for food and feed consumption, and it would be be one less regulatory approval to obtain, if and when that day ever comes," Horner said. 

Approval from the FDA alone would not be enough to allow Monsanto to commercialize the wheat, Horner added. 

"It doesn't change the commercialization status at all, but from a regulatory perspective it (would) indicate that there are no issues with this product from a food and feed safety perspective," he said. 

The U.S. wheat industry agrees with Monsanto's decision to proceed with FDA approvals, said U.S. Wheat Associates, a trade group that promotes U.S. wheat overseas. 

"We appreciate that FDA will complete its reviews of health aspects of Roundup Ready wheat, so that the concerns of critics can be answered," the group's president Alan Tracy said in a release. 

Monsanto withdrew all its feed, food and environmental safety regulatory applications in Canada, where the Canadian Wheat Board, which exports most of the country's wheat, had threatened to sue the company if it received approvals. 

"Monsanto has made the right decision," said Louise Waldman, a spokeswoman for the wheat board. 

The CWB continues to lobby the Canadian government to change its regulatory process to consider the market impact of future GMO wheat varieties before granting them approval, Waldman said. 

Story by Roberta Rampton 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROAP Media Update – 21 June 2004

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

Science warms to the cause - If scientists disagree on the greenhouse effect, how do laymen find the truth, asks science writer Leigh Dayton
The Australian – Australia - June 19, 2004 - IN 1990, the largest consortium of climate scientists ever gathered delivered a clear, if not uniformly welcome, message. Global warming was real and significant changes to Earth's climate were inevitable.
Three assessment reports down the track, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change -- established in 1988 by the UN Environment Program and the World Meteorological Organisation -- went further. After sifting, sorting and analysing all the scientific clues they could gather, in their 2001 report the IPCC experts pointed the finger of blame squarely at Homo sapiens.
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5744,9884327%255E30417,00.html 

SAARC ministers approve regional forestry centre
Kuensel – Bhutan, Posted on Saturday, June 19 @ 12:54:19 CDT BST - Thimphu : 19 June, 2004 - Bhutan will be home to a regional forestry center which will facilitate exchange of information on sustainable management and conservation of forest among the SAARC countries.
….Dasho Nado Rinchhen said the plan of action on environment would reflect the regions’ collective voice once it was included in the United Nations environment programme’s (UNEP) global environment outlook report. 
http://www.kuenselonline.com/article.php?sid=4194 

General Environment News

‘Hidden jewels’ on piracy-infested islands – Treasure trove of rare bird, plant live found
Bangkok Post, June 19, 2004 (Kuala Lumpur) – Malaysian scientists said Friday they had discovered ecological treasures on remote islands in the piracy-prone Malacca Straits, one of the world's busiest shipping lanes and a focus of terrorism fears.
…Malaysia has pledged increased security and last week announced that it would deploy a new paramilitary force in its territorial waters, including the straits. 
Industrial waste, development along the coast, shipping and fishing activities have already polluted the narrow waterway, which slices peninsular Malaysia and Singapore from the Indonesian island of Sumatra, she said.
also: TerraDaily - Jun 18, 2004 -http://www.terradaily.com/2004/040618080018.5p4ptdce.html 


Cabinet Allocates Rls 600b For Natural Disasters Headquarters 
TEHRAN (MNA), June 17, 2004 - The Cabinet approved on Wednesday to earmark 600 billion rials for the Natural Disasters Headquarters in the quake-stricken provinces, news reports said here Wednesday.
…A devastating earthquake with a magnitude of 6.3 degrees on the Richter scale rocked the historical city of Bam on December 26, 2003, killing over 30,000 people and injuring tens of thousands of others. According to the reports, the earthquake in Bam was the fourth largest in terms of victims since 1970.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=6/17/2004&Cat=9&Num=6 

*****************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP media update –21 June 2004

General Environment News

52 firms shut down for river pollution
China Daily2004-06-21

52 polluting factories in the Huaihe River basin were closed in order to stop serious water contamination in the region, the State Environmental Protection Administration announced yesterday in Beijing. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-06/21/content_341049.htm
Regional environmental cooperation system urged

Xinhuanet 2004-06-19

East China's Yangtze River Delta region and South China's Pearl River Delta Region should cooperateto promote the regional environmental protection, officials said on the International Forum on Regional Environmental Cooperation held in Hangzhou, capital of east China's Zhejiang Province on Friday. By sharing costs in environmental protection, both regions of China's most developed economy, will make contributions to the sustainable development of China," said Chen Qingtai, Deputy Director of the Development Research Center of the State Cou

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP or UN in the News

Le Figaro, 18 juin : ENVIRONNEMENT L'ONU a lancé un message alarmant, hier, lors de la Journée mondiale de lutte contre la désertification 
La Chine rongée par ses déserts

On estime aujourd'hui que 135 millions d'habitants risquent d'être chassés de leurs terres en raison de la désertification. Le Fonds pour l'environnement, un organisme conjoint du Programme des Nations unies pour le développement (PNUD) et la Banque mondiale, devrait dégager de nouveaux financements afin d'aider les pays les plus menaces.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20040618.FIG0292.html
Environment related news

Le Figaro, 18 juin : Un label pour les sites touristiques à développement durable

SAINT-VALERY-SUR-SOMME (AFP) - Le ministre de l'Ecologie Serge Lepeltier a annoncé jeudi à Saint-Valéry-sur-Somme la création d'un label "grand site de France" pour les sites touristiques respectant les principes du développement durable. 

Ce label, renouvelable tous les six ans, a été déposé à l'Institut national de la propriété industrielle 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040618065802.e20ejqw9.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Oman 

Oman to participate in RAK meet on marine environment

MUSCAT — The Sultanate, represented by the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources, will participate in the meeting of coasts and marine environment in the Gulf due to commence in Ras al Khaimah today.

The meeting will shed light on experiences of the region’s countries in protecting marine environment against pollution and depletion and the projects implemented to safeguard resources of the marine bio-diversity.

The Sultanate will present a working paper on various marine environment systems such as natural marine reserves at Ras al Hadd and Al Damaniyat islands and Dhofar creeks. It also reviews the programmes to clean coral reefs and protect mangrove trees.

Thurayah bint Said al Sariri, environmental affairs specialist and Badr bin Yusuf al Balushi, environmental affairs technician, will represent the ministry at the meeting. — 

http://www.omandaily.com/
http://www.alwatan.com/dailyhtml/local.html#1
http://www.omanobserver.com/
Palestine 
Vandals undermine sewage operation 6/17/2004  

The Municipality of Gaza recently warned local, international and environmental media from the expected collapse and destruction of one of the strategic serviceable establishments in Gaza. The collapsing of the sewage treatment water tank will convert Gaza province into a catastrophic area that will affect the Palestinians’ health and environment.

The municipality’s representatives said that some vandals were able to remove ( steal) the sand surrounding these huge establishments for commercial use. The Palestinian general manager in Gaza municipality, Mohammed Akram Halas, sent an SOS call to different Palestinian security sides for the vast necessity to interfere to stop the continuous attacks on these important establishments that are located in south of Gaza near the new municipal slaughter house. 

The project of the sewage waster water and treatment reservoir tank was established to serve the Palestinians in general and it was considered as an important comprehensive project to reserve and treat the sewage waster water and use it in feeding the under ground wells, irrigate the citric yards and general gardens, in which this project cost more than $ 10,0000, including great efforts that took 10 years.

Halas said that this huge sewage waste water tank is considered as a national priority and called on the local Palestinians to stop from removing and transferring the sand surrounding the tanks, in which these sand retaining walls were erected to protect the reservoirs from possible collapsing of the tanks to reduce possible risks on the Palestinians. The tanks also allowed to hold the quantity of treated water to allow its feeding to the natural underground reservoirs.

Halas continued to warn that those people who are unaware of the danger do not care but for their own sake. Some of the people who are benefiting from selling the sand ignored the values and principles of the society and also ignored the general interests for few financial benefits. 

Halas demanded those people to think of the services that these establishments are offering and the damage that could result if destroyed. Halas said that the removing of the sand surrounding the tanks reached a dangerous level that it will allow the tank to collapse within the coming period.

Halas said that the municipality’s continuous concern forced the police to enforce law and order concerning that case and allowed it to follow up on those people and were able to confiscate several trucks and a bulldozer that were found near the tanks during removing the sand.

The Palestinian general manager of the water and sewage waste water department in the Gaza municipality, Engineer Hazem Tarazi, mentioned that the tank is considered a vital part for using the waste water and treating it. The tank was established to acquire large amount of treated sewage waste water, then the treated water was fed into the underground reservoir to raise the level of the water inside it. 

Several studies and experiments also were made to allow to use it to irrigate the citrus trees, gardens and plants to reduce the lack of the problem of treated waster water. Tarazi warned the residents who are involved in removing the sand around the tanks and asked concerned sides to control it.

The Palestinian manager of projects in the Gaza municipality, Engineer Daoud Tarazi, said that this huge establishment that is facing collapsing was constructed from huge enforced steel cement tank that is equipped with side filtering basins with integrated system to use and treat the waste water. Its construction cost much money and great efforts were exerted to finish this project and continuing to remove the sand will lead to a total collapse of the tank and induce environmental and health risks in Gaza. Al-Ayyam

http://www.jerusalem-times.net/article/news/details/detail.asp?id=267&edition=534
UAE 
Training course on environment awareness ends

SHARJAH - The Environment and Protected Areas Authority recently concluded a training course that featured a number of lectures, sessions, as well as workshops on environment awareness issues.

The course also included some lectures on protection of society from criminal acts, role of the human rights department at Dubai Police, danger of narcotics on society, adverse health impacts of smoking, dangers posed by reckless drivers, among others.

Representatives of Sharjah and Dubai Police Departments have also participated in the course by delivering some of the lectures.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/june/theuae_june507.xml
Efforts on for conservation of houbara

ABU DHABI - The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) took a number of steps during the year 2003 in breeding houbara in captivity and has been a leader in breeding them outside their natural habitat and in designing artificial environment houses simulating the natural habitat of the houbara with the control of the temperature, lights, humidity and night-day succession.

The agency mission includes promoting bustards, falcons and bird conservation and reconciling traditions of Arab falconry with a sustainable use of the resources throughout the bustards and falcons range. ERWDA annual report says that the Asian houbara population suffers from hunting and poaching pressures high enough to explain the massive decline that ERWDA has been monitoring for years.

It was calculated by ERWDA scientists that the maximum sustainable yield is about 7 per cent of the adult size houbara population but that about 21 per cent is currently taken by falconers and poachers.

At the current pace, the houbara population declines by 15 per cent every year. In its global strategy for the conservation of the falcons and houbara, ERWDA has proposed the implementation of a series of conservation measures aimed at preserving the remaining wild houbara populations in their ecological, migratory, physiological and genetic diversity.

The ERWDA houbara strategy proposes a substantial reduction in the hunting and poaching pressure on wild birds on a global scale through management of the breeding and hunting grounds and through management of the wild houbara populations.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/june/theuae_june483.xml
Measuring corporate sector's eco-concerns 

Some 600 UAE-based companies will participate in a project that measures the corporate sector's concern for the environment. 

"There is very little research of this kind in the region, although there is a need to tackle the environmental issues from a corporate perspective," said Tito Gronow, deputy head of mission at the Embassy of Finland, who is conducting the research.

"The project offers the company leaders an opportunity to express their views on corporate environmental issues in the UAE and can encourage other academic research projects in this field."

He said the 600 selected companies have been asked to answer a series of questions on their environmental policies. 

The survey, the first of its kind in the UAE, will lead to a statistical analysis of the policies and the technologies adopted. 

It will also assess the concern for environmental issues in the corporate world and outline environmental policies and awareness programmes.

"Environmental concerns and awareness might lead to technological innovations and alternative solutions, which finally help companies save raw materials and energy, among other things." 

The companies representing oil and gas, petrochemicals, metals, tourism, printing, information and communication technology have been asked to submit the questionnaires to the Finnish Embassy in the next two weeks. 

The questionnaire addresses environmental issues from different angles, such as management's attitude to the environment, resource availability, environmental innovation and environmental performance.

Gronow said all replies will be kept confidential and no participating companies or respondents will be named. Participants will receive a summary of the study.

The project is held under the patronage of Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research.

http://www.gulf-news.com/
Yemen 
What’s being done for the environment?

SANA’A - Natural resources and biological diversity aren’t just part of the beauty of nature to be enjoyed. Environmental conservation is the conservation of all humankind, and it is not only the responsibility of one person; it is the responsibility of all without exclusion. 

Environmental conservation should start with the cleanliness of the person himself, his house, neighborhood, street, school, and city, ending with the whole country. 

Environmental conservation started internationally in the sixties, after many factors began pitting serious threats against the environment. While environmental conservation in Yemen started only in the nineties, it has made great progress. Some days ago, Yemen celebrated International Environment Day. The ceremony drew the greatest deal of attention to the conservation of the marine environment.

The Yemen Observer attended this ceremony and met with several representatives, in which it concentrated on the plans and efforts that have been put forward to conserve the environment.

Dr. Mohammed Al-Hamdi, the Deputy Minister of Environment & Water, spoke about the official efforts. He said, “Yemen has attained tremendous steps in the legislative and institutional fields; it established the Water Resources Authority, the Environment Protection Authority and later a ministry that takes care of the environment.” 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1044.html
Waste disposal under evaluation

SANA’A - The Environment Protection Authority is currently implementing a field study to evaluate conditions of waste disposal all over the country, said Ali Al-Dobhani, Director of the EPA’s Waste Unit. 

Al-Dobhani pointed out that the aim of the study is to evaluate and improve garbage dumps in twelve governorates.

According to Al-Dobhani, there are 20 main waste disposal areas in the country; the impacts of pollution at these dumps is to be evaluated by the study.

“There are no main places for dumping waste in Hajjah, Al-Jawf and Al-Dhala’,” he added.

Outcomes of the study will include registration and delimitation of waste disposal areas as well as classifying kinds of waste and possibly designating special places for the disposal of each.

Al-Dobhani added that the results of the study will be submitted to donors for the funding of future projects. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1042.html
Hope for water lies in the coastal plains

SANA’A - Dr. Mohammed Lutf Al-Eryani, Minister of Water & Environment, emphasized the importance of protecting groundwater in coastal areas from depletion, saying that the coastal plane is the key to the country’s future development. 

“The water basins in the highlands are suffering from increased demand, but our hopes lie in the coastal areas, especially in developing a way to desalinate seawater.” 

He made the remarks at a workshop to discuss the status of the water basins in Yemen, attended by about 40 representatives from around the country.

The minister indicated that the real challenge in coastal regions is achieving a balanced and equitable system for distributing water between highlands and valleys.

He urged the Ministry of Agriculture & Irrigation to plant crops that bring economic revenue and usable in manufacturing products. He mentioned mango as an example of a suitable crop for the region.

Dr. Jamal Abdul-Bari presented a review at the session of hydrology of Yemen’s coastal basins.

Lawyer Fuad Bahamish presented a working paper about the legal aspects related to the problem of mixing sea and ground water in Yemen according to a number of basic standards related to the Environment Law of 1995 and the Water Law of 2002. 

http://www.yobserver.com/news/article_1040.html
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Beheading of US hostage in Saudi Arabia ‘tragic’ – Annan
*
UN watchdog agency deplores Iran’s lack of cooperation on nuclear programme
*
Security Council commends democratic progress in Guinea-Bissau

*
Annan calls on Somali leaders to meet July reconciliation deadline

*
Security Council mission heads to West Africa to observe peace operations

*
Former Dutch environment minister named UN envoy for Sudan
*
Rocket-propelled grenades fired at UN refugee agency’s office in Afghanistan
*
UN trade conference ends with pledge to eliminate poverty and hunger
*
UN electoral team wraps up assessment mission to Haiti

*
No place like home, as UN to observe World Refugee Day on Sunday

*
DR of Congo refugees in Burundi now number 25,000, UN agency says

*
UN agency says despite security concerns, refugees still returning home to Iraq
*
UNICEF thanks Italy for €1.8 million donation to end female genital mutilation

*
Views of ordinary people on Middle East peace count too, senior UN official says

*
Olympic torch relay to make stop Saturday at UN Headquarters

*
UN health agency says Ebola outbreak in southern Sudan appears under control
* * * *

Secretary-General

18 June 2004 – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said the execution in Saudi Arabia of a hostage from the United States was tragic, and called for the perpetrators to be brought to justice.

“It’s really tragic. These kinds of brutal acts do not help anybody,” the Secretary-General said during an encounter with the press about reports that hostage Paul Johnson was beheaded.

“My sympathies go to his family and loved ones, and I hope the perpetrators will eventually be brought to justice, because we cannot tolerate this kind of behaviour in today’s world,” he added.

The Secretary-General, speaking to reporters after his monthly luncheon with the members of the Security Council, was also asked what kind of signs he was getting from them regarding his comments about the International Criminal Court (ICC).

Yesterday, Mr. Annan said a “blanket exemption” from potential prosecution by the ICC for peacekeepers participating in UN operations was “wrong” and would discredit both the Security Council and the UN itself.
“I indicated that the Council, which was divided hopelessly last year, has come together, and everybody was excited that the last resolution [on Iraq] was voted unanimously,” he said.

“We have some very difficult challenges ahead of us, and the Council needs to be able to work together and to speak with one voice. It is when they do that that they have greater impact. And I posed the question, if we want the Council to be divided by this issue of the ICC, because it will divide the Council. And I asked everyone to reflect on that,” he said. 

* * *

Iran

18 June 2004 – The International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Board of Governors adopted a resolution today deploring the fact that, overall, Iran’s cooperation with it has not been as “full, timely and proactive” as it should have been.

The resolution unanimously approved by the 35-member Board underlined that, with the passage of time, “it is becoming ever more important that Iran work proactively to enable the Agency to gain a full understanding of Iran’s enrichment programme by providing all relevant information.”

The resolution also called on Iran to urgently take all necessary steps to help resolve all of the IAEA’s outstanding questions, including those related to uranium contamination found at various locations in the country, and the nature and scope of its P-2 centrifuge programme.

“Make no mistake we have been making very good process in understanding the nature and extent of Iran’s nuclear programme,” IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei said at a press conference in Vienna.

“But at the same time, as I have indicated and the Board confirms that, we still have an important, central question, and that is has Iran declared fully to us its enrichment program? That is really the issue which is still before us. The issue that I would like to see accelerated, [with] active corporation on the part of Iran,” he added.

* * *

Guinea-Bissau

18 June 2004 – The United Nations Security Council today commended the Government of Guinea-Bissau for completing a phase of the transitional process leading to the 2005 presidential election, but said it was concerned about the West African country’s structural weaknesses.

“The Council expresses its satisfaction regarding progress made by national authorities towards restoring constitutional order,” especially the completion of the first phase of the transitional process by installing a new National Popular Assembly and a new Government, the Council President for June, Ambassador Lauro L. Baja of the Philippines, said in a statement read in an open meeting.

The transitional process was scheduled to end with presidential elections to be held by March 2005, he said.

“The Security Council expresses, nonetheless, its concern with the fragility of the democratization process in Guinea-Bissau, due mainly to the country’s deep-rooted structural problems, including the weakness of State institutions and structures, as well as persistent economic and social crisis,” he said.

The Government had committed itself to paying all salary arrears, especially those of the military, which, otherwise, could be a potentially destabilizing factor, he said.

The Council also commended the work of the UN Peace-Building Support Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS) and other UN offices in the country for contributing to the political normalization of Guinea-Bissau.

* * *

Somalia

18 June 2004 – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has called on Somali leaders to show the political will needed to agree on procedures leading to reconciliation and the establishment of a transitional federal government by the end of July, a deadline set by East Africa’s Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD).

The active engagement of the UN Security Council and the putting in place of the Arms Embargo Monitoring Group could provide much-needed support for peace and national reconciliation, he says in a new report on the Horn of Africa country.

“The two-month time frame, given by the IGAD Ministers to conclude the Conference, places extraordinary pressure on the Somali parties and the region,” Mr. Annan says.

“Somali leaders have until the end of July to reach agreement on several contentious issues and form an inclusive transitional federal government for Somalia. It is incumbent upon them to demonstrate the necessary political will and make difficult decisions,” he says.

Those Somali politicians, businessmen and faction leaders who have established armed control over their fiefdoms “continue to demonstrate a lack of vision and political will to positively dialogue for peace” and to enhance national reconciliation and development, he says.

This could make the task of helping to implement any agreement in Somalia particularly challenging, Mr. Annan says.

The Somali region known as “Puntland” hosts some 70,000 internally displaced persons, the largest concentration of which is about 25,000 based in Bosasso, where the capacity to provide for them is limited, he says. Meanwhile, a significant increase in threats to and attacks on international and national aid workers has caused serious concern within the international community.

Despite the absence of governance structures and other difficulties, however, Somalis have created an informal banking system, initiated university programmes, established education facilities and built a modern communications system, he notes.

In the context of those achievements, he urges the international community to make up the $91.2 million shortfall in the 2004 Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for Somalia of $119 million, “so as to allow the effective implementation of a full, coherent and balanced humanitarian and peace-building programme.”

* * *

West Africa

18 June 2004 – With the United Nations Security Council spending at least half of its time on African issues, the Ambassadors of 14 of the 15 Council members will leave New York on Sunday for a 10-day fact-finding visit to seven West African countries, the leader of the group said today.

Among the mission’s goals was to observe the UN peacekeeping operations in Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia and Sierra Leone, Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom said at a press briefing. The other countries in the itinerary are Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau and Nigeria.

The Russian Federation was not being represented, according to a list Mr. Parry issued, but the Chairman of the UN Economic and Social Council’s Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Guinea-Bissau, South African Ambassador Dumisani Kumalo, would join them in that country.

The 20 to 29 June mission would raise awareness of all UN activities in the region and ensure that the removal of a problem in one country did not result in its arrival in another, Ambassador Jones Parry said.

In Nigeria, the group would discuss West African issues with President Olusegun Obasanjo, but would not meet with exiled former Liberian President Charles Taylor since the Council’s views on the need to bring Mr. Taylor to justice were fairly clear.

In Côte d’Ivoire, the Council would deliver a tough message that all signatories of the Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement must live up to their responsibilities and keep the national reconciliation process on track.

In Liberia, the Council would discuss the criteria the Transitional Government needed to meet to have Security Council sanctions lifted.







* * *
Sudan

18 June 2004 – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has informed the Security Council that he intends to appoint Jan Pronk of the Netherlands his Special Representative for Sudan and head of the peace support operation that may soon be authorized by the Council, a UN spokesperson said today.

A response from the Council was expected soon, spokesperson Marie Okabe added.

In addition to having been Environment Minister and three-time Minister of Development Cooperation in the Dutch Government, Mr. Pronk also has served in various capacities with the United Nations, including as Deputy Secretary-General of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Assistant Secretary-General in the UN Secretariat, Chair of the UN Conference of Parties of the Convention on Climate Change, and the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy to the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development.

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said for security reasons more than 106,000 Sudanese refugees have moved from the Chad-Sudan border to eight camps deeper inside Chad. The move was being made quickly to beat the rainy season which would make the roads impassable for the agency’s trucks.

At Iridimi camp, some of the 15,008 refugees began moving into five-person tents from the transit centre part of the camp this week.

UNHCR was also transferring 66 tons of corn, soya blend, rice, oil and beans provided by the UN World Food Programme (WFP) to Am Nabak, where the agency was planning to open a camp. Some 3,000 refugees had already arrived at the site on their own and on foot from the border towns of Ogona and Tine, it said.

So far this year, UNHCR said, it has brought in 1,700 tons of aid for the refugees in eastern Chad on flights from Tanzania, Pakistan, Denmark, Germany and Gibraltar.
* * *

Afghanistan
18 June 2004 – Several rocket-propelled grenades were fired at an office of the United Nations refugee agency in southern Afghanistan today.

The firing at the office in Kandahar of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) caused little, if any, damage and no casualties, according to a UN spokesperson.

The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) noted that the attack was a matter of grave concern, as an attack on UN premises. An investigation into the incident has begun.
* * *

UNCTAD

18 June 2004 – The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) ended its 11th session this week in São Paulo, Brazil, by adopting a declaration pledging to eradicate poverty and hunger while achieving fair and equitable multilateral trade negotiations.

Its plan of action, called the “São Paulo Consensus,” said that despite the encouraging signs of growth in the South, the gap between developing and developed countries has continued to widen. It needed to focus on the plight of the least developed countries and using global trade to eradicate poverty.

UNCTAD Secretary-General Rubens Ricupero, making his last speech to the Conference before his retirement, said UNCTAD must be used to help integrate the world’s poorest people into the global economy because it was one of the few forums where weak and strong nations could talk with one another straightforwardly about key human development concerns.

Looking at the innovations of the session, he said it was the first time that a UN general debate had been broadcast live on the Internet.

UNCTAD XI had addressed trade and poverty reduction, trade and gender and the role of creative industries – music, film, publishing and software production – in fostering development. In the creative industries, the poor had a great deal to contribute because of the richness of their cultures, Mr. Ricupero said.

UNCTAD was proud of being the voice of the least developed countries, he said.

* * *

Haiti

18 June 2004 – A United Nations electoral team has wrapped up a visit to Haiti, where it held 10 days of wide-ranging talks on the logistical, technical and administrative support the UN can provide to the Transitional Government in organizing free and fair elections next year.
The mission led by Nguyen Dong of the UN Electoral Assistance Division, in close coordination with the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), held consultations with the Provisional Electoral Council (CEP), Haitian authorities, the diplomatic community in Haiti as well as representatives of political parties, religious leaders and civil society.

Mr. Nguyen said discussions revolved mainly around the conduct of elections, particularly on the modalities of the technical assistance the international community could provide. They also touched on the functioning and professionalization of the CEP as the institution in charge of the electoral process as well as on the Council’s key priorities such as the electoral registry, voting procedures and budgetary estimates, he added.

“All interlocutors unanimously emphasized the need to hold presidential elections in accordance with the constitutional timeline,” Mr. Nguyen said. “The United Nations role will consist of providing technical assistance and in coordinating the bilateral assistance so as to ensure an effective and streamlined electoral process.”
* * *

World Refugee Day
18 June 2004 – World Refugee Day on Sunday will celebrate the efforts of the United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees (UNHCR) and its partners to find homes for displaced people through repatriation, integration in the country of asylum, or resettlement in a third country.

“All of us need a place to call home – a place where we belong. But for the millions of refugees and displaced people around the world today, home is little more than a distant dream,” said UNHCR chief Ruud Lubbers.

This year’s theme is “A Place to Call Home.”

Mr. Lubbers was scheduled to join UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador Angelina Jolie on Sunday in Barcelona, Spain, to take part in a discussion on “Conflicts: Prevention, Resolution and Reconciliation,” and present the annual Nansen Refugee Award to the Russian Memorial Human Rights Centre.

Ms. Jolie joined Secretary of State Colin Powell of the United States to launch World Refugee Day celebrations Wednesday at the National Geographic Society in Washington, D.C. They presented awards to three winners of a student poster competition.

“If you’ve never met a refugee, you don’t know what you are missing. They are some of the most amazing people you could ever meet,” Ms. Jolie said, describing her trip to help refugees who fled into Chad from militia attacks in Darfur, western Sudan.

“I continue to be in awe of their courageous spirit and their ability to go on despite the difficulties they face. It is that strength of spirit we celebrate today,” she said.

The Oscar-winning actress donated $500,000 to UNHCR to establish a National Legal Resource Centre that will work in partnership with the Office of Refugee Resettlement within the US Department of Health and Human Services to provide lawyers for children arriving alone in the United States after fleeing from desperate circumstances.

The United States is the largest donor to UNHCR and the largest resettlement country in the world.

* * *

DR of Congo
18 June 2004 – Conflict in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo has led to a refugee flood of 25,000 into neighbouring Burundi, an increase of 8,000 since Tuesday, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

The Government of Burundi has agreed to provide more land for refugees who have been arriving almost daily, the refugee agency said. One camp at Karurama already houses 3,000 people and will be expanded to house 6,000 refugees.

Thousands more have entered Rwanda since insurgents started fighting on 26 May and the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has been operating mass feeding programmes for Congolese refugees in both countries.

UNHCR said it planned to start moving the refugees away from the border tomorrow. The first convoy would travel from Rugumbo to Songore transit camp, which has a capacity of 800 refugees and had previously been used for returning Burundi refugees.

Some 2,000 refugees would go to Gasorwe camp, which already houses around 8,000 Congolese refugees who had fled in previous years, UNHCR said.
* * *

Iraq

18 June 2004 – Despite security concerns, refugees continue to return to Iraq from neighbouring countries ahead of the transfer of power at the end of the month to the Iraqi Interim Government, the United Nations refugee agency said today.

A spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said the agency is not encouraging Iraqis to return, but is facilitating convoys in cooperation with the Iraqi authorities for those who wish to return home.

According to spokesman Kris Janowski, more than 350 Iraqis returned in June to Basra, in southern Iraq, in two separate convoys from Iran, bringing to some 11,500 the total number of returnees. Most have been coming from Iran, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon.

Elsewhere in the region, 170 Palestinians who fled Iraq last year have now left the Jordanian border and returned to Baghdad, Mr. Janowski told a press briefing in Geneva. “The refugees said they had given up hope of finding a new home in the Middle East and preferred to return to Baghdad. UNHCR is providing all the returnees with transport assistance and various relief items,” he said.

In Baghdad UNHCR is helping 450 Palestinian families with rental support, medical care and other relief items, and is relocating Palestinian families who had been forced out of their homes a year ago, the spokesman added. “Last year, we registered some 23,000 Palestinians in Baghdad but the total number in the Iraqi capital is estimated at around 30,000,” he said.

* * *

UNICEF

18 June 2004 – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has received a €1.8 million (euro) donation from the Italian Government aimed at putting an end to female genital mutilation and cutting (FGM/C), a procedure that is still performed on some 2 million girls each year.

“This is a very welcome and important contribution to UNICEF’s efforts towards stopping this harmful practice. FGM/C is not only a violation of every child’s rights, it is physically harmful and has serious consequences for the health of millions of girls and women,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said today.

The agency estimates that more than 100 million women and girls around the world have suffered from some form of FGM/C, a procedure that causes irreparable physical injury. It can also cause psychological harm and can be potentially life threatening. The procedure is mainly performed on children and adolescents between six and 15 years of age; in some countries, however, up to half of FGM/C is performed on infants under one year old.

In 2002 governments around the world committed themselves to ending FGM/C by the 2010. “UNICEF salutes the Italian Government for putting resources behind the promise to end FGM/C,” Ms. Bellamy said. “We hope that this donation will energize others to mobilize their efforts to meet the promise of ending FGM/C by 2010.”

.


* * *

Middle East
18 June 2004 – When it comes to bringing about a just and lasting peace in the Middle East, the views and actions of ordinary people counted, a senior United Nations official said at the conclusion of a recent international seminar on how civil society and the media can promote dialogue between Israelis and Palestinians.

Summing up two days of intense discussions on the role of civil society in the Middle East peace process, UN Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information Shashi Tharoor said while political leaders might make policy decisions, those decisions must have the respect and endorsement of ordinary people if the desired outcomes were to be achieved in the long term.

Mr. Tharoor, who moderated the International Media Seminar on Peace in the Middle East held in Beijing, noted that participants had talked about how best to inform the world at-large and the people of the region, through the media, about what was happening.

Discussion had also focused on how civil society initiatives, such as the Geneva Accords and the Ayalon-Nusseibeh Initiative, had challenged the accepted political wisdom by addressing thorny issues that could not be avoided if a just and lasting peace were to be attained, he said.

Clearly, Mr. Tharoor said, there was some way to go before the question of Palestine would be answered. Those at the United Nations believed that the Road Map would serve as a sound basis for that journey, but its implementation would require the political will, not only of political leaders, but also of the people.

In addition, civil society had much to contribute in that regard, he said, adding that he hoped the press would use its creativity and professional skills to contribute to peace in that long-embattled region, by giving the world information it needed, as well as hope.

The seminar, which ended yesterday, was the 12th since 1991 in a series organized by the UN Department of Public Information (DPI) in response to General Assembly resolutions. The series discusses how civil society and the media can promote Israeli-Palestinian dialogue and the overall peace process, as well as the current state of the Road Map peace plan.

* * *

Olympics
18 June 2004 – As the Olympic torch winds its way through New York this weekend it will make a stop at United Nations Headquarters for a special ceremony in honour of the Olympic Truce, which calls on warring parties to lay down their weapons on behalf of the athletes participating in this year’s competition in Athens.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan will light a cauldron from the torch’s flame at around at 8:30 p.m. Saturday. Joining him at the event will be General Assembly President Julian R. Hunte of St. Lucia, as well as the Greek Alternate Minister for Culture, Fanny Palli-Petralia, and the head of the Athens Organizing Committee, Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki.

Among the 140 relay runners in New York are Toni Jones and Daniel Mejia, two young people whose lives have been deeply affected by conflict and chosen by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to carry the torch into and out of the UN complex.

Ms. Jones, 18, was born in Monrovia, Liberia. After being forced to flee the country in 1990 because of political conflict, she and her family spent three years living in a UNICEF-supported refugee camp. During that time, her eight-year-old friend was kidnapped, forced to become a child soldier, and later killed in the conflict, inspiring Ms. Jones to become an influential voice against the use of children as soldiers.

Daniel, 17, was born in Queens, New York, after his parents emigrated from Colombia 20 years ago. Daniel’s uncle was the victim of a political assassination in Colombia in 1994. Many of his relatives have received asylum in the United States and now live in Miami and New York City.
* * *

Ebola

18 June 2004 – Health authorities in southern Sudan say that an outbreak of Ebola – which has killed seven people since it was first reported last month – appears to be under control, according to the United Nations lead health agency.

Laboratory testing of samples is continuing and further results will be available soon, the World Health Organization (WHO) said yesterday in a statement.

As of last week, the seven fatalities were among 30 reported cases of Ebola haemorrhagic fever in Yambio County in Western Equatoria Province.

The Ebola virus was first identified in Sudan and what is now the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) in 1976. It is a contagious disease and causes death in many cases.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Sudan
In a letter to the President of the Security Council, the Secretary-General has informed Council members of his intention to appoint Jan Pronk of the Netherlands as his Special Representative for the Sudan.  He would also head the peace-support operation that may be authorized by the Security Council at the end of the conclusion of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement between the Government of the Sudan and the Sudan’s People Liberation Movement.

A response from the Council President is expected shortly.

Turning to Darfur, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees says it has now transported more than 100,000 Sudanese refugees from the border into camps inside Chad.  

The movement continued as the rainy season, which would render the roads impassable, draws nearer.  

UNHCR also says it now completed its latest airlift into Chad.  So far this year, it has brought in 40 flights from Tanzania, Pakistan, Denmark, Germany and Gibraltar with over 1,700 metric tons of aid for the refugees in eastern Chad.

**Security Council
Here at the Security Council this morning, Council members received a briefing on the situation in Guinea-Bissau from Tuliameni Kalomoh, Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs.  Once consultations end, the Council is expected to go into a formal meeting to adopt a presidential statement on Guinea-Bissau.

In its consultations, the Council also received an update from Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Hédi Annabi on the security conditions in Afghanistan.

Also today, Council members will hold their monthly luncheon with the Secretary-General.

**West AfricaMission
And a reminder, at 12:45 p.m. shortly after  this briefing, Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom will be here to brief on the Security Council’s visit to West Africa, which is scheduled from 20-29 June. 

A Security Council document with the delegation’s composition and terms of reference of the mission is now available. 

**Somalia
The Secretary-General, in a report that is out on the racks today, says that in large parts of Somalia, politicians, businessmen and faction leaders have charted out armed control over their fiefdoms.  They continue to demonstrate a lack of vision and political will, he informs the Security Council in the report.

The Secretary-General says that the active engagement of the Security Council, and the putting in place of the Arms Embargo Monitoring Group, could help to support peace and national reconciliation in that country.  The report also notes the response by aid agencies to the humanitarian crises in the country.

**Afghanistan
Turning to Afghanistan, several rocket-propelled grenades were fired on an office of the UN Refugee Agency in the city of Kandahar, in southern Afghanistan, today.  The firing caused little, if any, damage and no casualties. 

The UN Mission notes that the attack nevertheless is a matter of grave concern, as an attack on UN premises.  An investigation is ongoing into the attack.

**IAEA - Iran Resolution
The board of governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency has adopted a resolution deploring the fact that, overall, Iran’s cooperation with it hasn’t been as “full, timely and proactive” as it should have been.

The resolution underlines that, with the passage of time, it’s becoming ever more important that Iran work proactively to enable the IAEA to gain a full understanding of Iran’s enrichment programme by providing all relevant information.

The resolution also calls on Iran to urgently take all necessary steps to help resolve all of the Agency’s outstanding questions.  We have full copies of the resolution upstairs.

**UNCTAD XI - Wrap-Up
Today is the last day of the 11th session of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), currently underway in São Paulo, Brazil.

The Conference was expected today to adopt three documents.  These are:  a political declaration, an operational text and an annex on the partnerships that were created during the Conference.  These documents are expected to be adopted around noon in São Paulo, and once that’s done, you’ll be able to find them on the UNCTAD website.

Also, the closing ceremony of the conference can be seen on the website.

**DRC/Burundi
From Burundi, the UN refugee agency reports that refugees fleeing from the Democratic Republic of the Congo continue to cross the border into Burundi, where an estimated 25,000 have already sought safety since 9 June.  

The sites where the Congolese refugees are being sheltered are too close to the border to become permanent.  Tomorrow, UNHCR plans to start moving the refugees away from the border to transit areas further inland.  The Government of Burundi has agreed in principle to provide additional land where Congolese refugees could be sheltered and consultations to this end are under way.

There is more information in UNHCR’s briefing note from Geneva.

**Iraq - Refugees
Also on refugees, despite security concerns, refugees continue to return to Iraq ahead of the 30 June handover of power to the Iraqi Interim Government.  

While the UN Refugee Agency is not encouraging Iraqis to return, it is facilitating convoys in cooperation with the Iraqi authorities for those who wish to go home. 

To date the total number of returnees to Iraq has reached 11,500 with most coming from Iran, Saudi Arabia and Lebanon.  

For more information on UNHCR’s activities, you can also look at the briefing notes.

UNICEF - Italian Donation
UNICEF, the United Nations Children’s Fund, has received a 1.8 million euro donation from the Italian Government, aimed at putting an end to female genital mutilation and cutting.  UNICEF says that this procedure is still performed on some two million girls each year -- and that to date, there are more than 100 million women and girls who have suffered some form of it.

There is more in a UNICEF press release on this subject.

**Civil Society Report
Looking ahead, the Panel of Eminent Persons on UN-Civil Society Relationships, headed by former Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso, will present its report on the ways the United Nations can build on its links with civil society, and that will take place next Monday.

Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette will open a briefing to Member States in Conference Room 4, which will begin at 10 a.m., at which President Cardoso will introduce the panel’s report.

President Cardoso will also be the guest at the noon briefing, when he and two other panel members -- Kumi Naidoo of South Africa and Bagher Asadi of Iran -- will talk to you about the report.

**Olympic Torch Reminder
And a quick reminder that the Olympic Flame will arrive tomorrow at UN Headquarters for a special ceremony in honour of the Olympic Truce. 

Two young people chosen by UNICEF will bring the Olympic Flame to the United Nations.  The torch is expected to arrive here at around 8:30 p.m.

The speakers at the event will include the Secretary-General and the President of the General Assembly.

We have more information on that upstairs in the Spokesman’s office.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
Finally, we also have the “Week Ahead” that will help you plan your next week’s work.

**Access
And just a housekeeping matter, over the last three days we’ve had two incidents where a journalist with a television crew -- from the same network -- went up above the fourth floor without an escort or an appointment in an effort to interview a UN official.

As you are well aware, the ground rules for the press at the United Nations grant unhindered freedom of movement to all accredited journalists from the basement up to the fourth floor. 

Journalists are not permitted above the fourth floor without an escort from the Media Liaison office or, at a minimum, an appointment. 

The current system is based on journalists being able to police themselves. 

We would hope that the current approach will be respected so we don’t have to change that.

And that’s all I have for you.  Any questions for me?  Yes, Serge?

**Questions and Answers

Question:   Yesterday we raised the question of immunities for American troops in the peacekeeping operations.  Until the Secretary-General had answered yesterday; I wonder if you have anything to elaborate, because the question was not answered yesterday.  It seems to me this thing is still vague.  So, can you elaborate a little bit more?

Associate Spokesman:    I don’t know what you mean by vague.  The Secretary-General was asked about the... (interrupted).

Question:   The Spokesman here yesterday, he didn’t know anything about anything as of yesterday.  But Secretary-General answered the questions, in a way, and we wonder what will happen to the other troops in the framework of the peacekeeping operation?  The Americans without immunities; they don’t have the immunities.  What type of immunities will the Secretary-General ask for them?

Associate Spokesman:    I think the Secretary-General yesterday, in response to a question at the press encounter, was responding to a move by a MemberState to introduce a resolution on the matter that you’re talking about.  And I think he was answering on the matter of principle, and he did not go into further elaboration of that because I think he wanted to respond clearly on the principle that should a resolution exempting peacekeepers go through the Security Council, that it would discredit the United Nations and the Security Council.  It was, as I said, a matter of principle and a point that he just wanted to articulate clearly.

In terms of what further may be discussed on this matter, there is, as I mentioned, a Security Council luncheon today that the Secretary-General will be having in a short while, and you may want to ask them later if there were further discussions on the matter.

Any other questions? If not, have a pleasant weekend, thank you. 

* *** *
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