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Other Environment-related News

· Reuters - Russia Undecided on Kyoto on Eve of EU Summit
· Bloomberg News -   EU is close to backing Russia's entry in WTO
· AP – Mercury and tides climb, as climate change rises on global agenda
· ENS - European Market Opened to Transgenic Corn
· Reuters - White Rhinos on the Critical List – Conservationists
· Financial Times - UN’s advocacy of GM crops will not help feed poor people



Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA
· ROAP
· ROWA

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of   20 May 2004
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 20 May 2004
Xinhuanet

UN calls for greater recognition of women's role in conservation

     NAIROBI20 (, May Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has called for greater recognition of women's role in conservation and poverty reduction. 

    In a new publication, Women and the Environment, published on Thursday, the UNEP says that in developing countries, women are the farmers, the feeders and the carers in their communities relying on an intimate understanding of nature to fulfill their many and varied roles. 

    They are also the primary providers of water. In the mountain areas of East Africa, women may expend close to a third of their calorie intake in collecting and supplying this precious resource,it says. 

    The book, drawing on observations and research by numerous individuals and organizations including the UNEP and the UN Food and Agricultural Organization, contains numerous illuminating anecdotes and case studies that reflect the crucial and all too often ignored role of women in the environment. 

    It also highlights programs, often established by individual women or women's groups, to deal with environmental and development threats. Enditem 

    ________________________________________________________________________ 
ENN

Women in the Front Line in Quest for Sustainable Development


From UN Environment Programme
Thursday, May 20, 2004

NEW YORK/NAIROBI, 20 May 2004 - Women are the world's great unsung conservationists, often out-pacing men in their knowledge and nurturing of domestic and wild plants and animals.

That many species, some with important drought or pest resistant properties, survive and remain in cultivation is largely thanks to women and the key roles they play in society, a new publication by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) makes clear.

Women, especially in developing countries, are the farmers, the feeders and the carers in their communities, relying on an intimate understanding of nature to fulfil their many and varied roles.

They are also the primary providers of water. In the mountain areas of East Africa, women may expend close to a third of their calorie intake in collecting and supplying this precious resource.

Female members of a community often bear the brunt of a natural disaster, such as famine or drought, and are the ones who shoulder the responsibility for keeping offspring alive.

"In pastoral societies, when cattle die, men migrate to new pastures or shift to a different location where they pursue other activities. Women and children may also leave, but generally as a group to hunt famine foods as well as pods and other tree products to sell in distant markets", says the book, published in association with the Women's Environment and Development Organization (WEDO).

"Other scenarios that result from loss of livestock involves men turning to idling, gambling and drinking cheap brew, leaving women as the sole breadwinners", it adds.

The book, published with financial support from the United Nations Foundation (UNF), will be launched today at the third session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues taking place at UN Headquarters in New York.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: "Women, particularly in developing countries, are often in the front line in terms of overcoming poverty, managing the land and waterways and sustaining their communities. During times of stress and insecurity, it is generally the women who must forage further and further for food, water and fuel. During times of plenty, the fields and kitchen gardens they tend are mini-laboratories where domesticated and wild plants and animals are selected and tested for their agricultural and medicinal value."

"It is clear from this publication, that women have a central role as custodians of local and indigenous knowledge and as conservators of the natural world. It also clear that their role and their 'know-how' is often undervalued and ignored. Indeed, all too often women are treated as second- class citizens with less rights and a reduced status in respect to men. It is high time that national and international policies reflect gender differences and give far greater weight to the empowerment of women", he added.

"We must breathe life into the gender dimensions enshrined in the UN Millennium Development Goals; we must build on the outcomes of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, the 1995 Beijing Conference and the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development and cement these at the Beijing plus 10 Conference on Women and Development next year. For if we ignore the role of women, all our collective hopes and aspirations for a better and more stable world will be harder to achieve", said Mr. Toepfer.

The book, drawing on observations and research by numerous individuals and organizations including UNEP and the UN Food and Agricultural Organization, contains numerous illuminating anecdotes and case studies that reflect the crucial and all too often ignored role of women in the environment.

It also highlights programmes, often established by individual women or women's groups, to deal with environmental and development threats.

Thailand: Studies of 60 women-managed kitchen gardens in Thailand have chronicled 230 different vegetable and other species, many of which had been rescued from a neighbouring forest before it was cleared.

Pakistan: Village women in the Kanak Valley, Province of Baluchistan, Pakistan, can readily identify 35 medicinal plants they commonly use. They say that the plants "grow up with no masters", a reference to the fact that that the plants have no husbands to boss them around.

Sierra Leone: A study there found that women could name 31 uses of trees on fallow land and in forests whereas men could only name eight.

Kenya: Here men's traditional knowledge is actually declining as a result of formal schooling and emigration whereas women, given less access to formal education, are retaining the local indigenous knowledge and in many cases acquiring the men's. The Green Belt Movement in Kenya, conceived by the 50,000-strong National Council for Women and launched in 1977, has founded a network of 6,000 village nurseries and led to the planting of some 20 million trees in order to combat desertification and erosion.

Iran: In Yazd, known as the "desert capital" of Iran, it is women who have devised novel methods of agricultural production including food production in tunnels constructed underground.

Mexico: In south-east Mexico, women keep as many as nine breeds of local hens, as well as breeds of ducks, turkeys and broilers in their back gardens selecting the best breeds to suit local environmental conditions. In other words, women are actively conserving the genetic diversity of Mexican breeds and thus contributing to conservation.

China: Desertification afflicts up to half of China's population. In a dry and degraded area 1,000 km west of Beijing, communities have been mobilized by women to plant willows and poplars to halt the advancing deserts and create fertile land for vegetable production.

Philippines: The Green Health programme, set up by the University of the Philippines Los Banos Institute of Biological Sciences, is teaching women (and men) in communities on the north-eastern tip of Mindanao, to use herbal plants to cure ailments and to help them to earn income. 

Notes to Editors
The book, "Women and the Environment", is available on-line at www.unep.org or at EarthPrint, www.earthprint.com 

For more information, please contact: Eric Falt, Spokesperson/Director of UNEP's Division of Communications and Public Information, tel: +254-20-62-3292, mobile: +254-733-682656, e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org or Nick Nuttall, UNEP Head of Media, tel: +254-20-62-3084, mobile: +254-733-632755, e-mail: nick.nuttall@unep.org

In New York, please contact Jim Sniffen, UNEP Information Officer, tel: +1-212-963-8094, mobile: +1-917-742-2218, e-mail: info@nyo.unep.org

At WEDO, please contact: Marcela Tovar, tel: +1-212-973-0325, e-mail: marcela@wedo.org


_________________________________________________________________________________________

PANA Press

New book credits women with better conservation

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Women are the world's great unsung conservationists, often outpacing men in their knowledge and nurturing of domestic and wild plants and animals, according to a new book just published by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in association with the Women's Environment and Development

Organisation (WEDO).

The book acknowledges that women, especially in developing countries are the farmers and feeders in their communities, relying on an intimate understanding of nature to fulfil their many and varied roles.

The book, published with financial support from the UN Foundation (UNF), will be launched Thursday at the 3rd session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues taking place at the UN headquarters in New York.

"Women, particularly in developing countries, are often in the front line in terms of overcoming poverty, managing the land and waterways and sustaining their communities. During times of stress and insecurity, it is generally the women who must forage further and further for food, water and fuel," notes UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer.

"During times of plenty, the fields and kitchen gardens they tend are mini-laboratories where domesticated and wild plants and animals are selected and tested for their agricultural and medicinal value," he acknowledges.

"It is clear from this publication, that women have a central role as custodians of local and indigenous knowledge and as conservators of the natural world. It also clear that their role and their 'know-how' is often undervalued and ignored," Toepfer affirms.

"If we ignore the role of women, all our collective hopes and aspirations for a better and more stable world, will be harder to achieve," the UNEP executive cautions.

The book, drawing on observations and research by numerous individuals and organizations, including UNEP and the UN Food and Agricultural Organisation contains numerous illuminating anecdotes and case studies that reflect the crucial and all too often ignored role of women on the environment.

It also highlights programmes, often established by individual women or women's groups to deal with environmental and development threats.

In Sierra Leone, for instance, a study there found that women could name 31 uses of trees on fallow land and in forests, whereas men could only name eight.

In Kenya, men's traditional knowledge was actually declining as a result of formal schooling and emigration whereas women, given less access to formal education were retaining the local indigenous knowledge and in many cases acquiring the men's.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Environmental Media Service

After the Fighting Stops, How Do We Heal the Earth's Battle Scars?
Pekka Haavisto Discusses UNEP's Post-Conflict Environmental Assessments at the Wilson Center
War can devastate the environment, leaving a dirty legacy that threatens survival even after the fighting ends. Deforested land, polluted water, poisonous weapons, and other environmental problems can prevent a nation from recovering from conflict and its citizens from rebuilding healthy, sustainable livelihoods. Whether from "scorched earth" bombing or floods of refugees, a degraded environment threatens not only the survivors' wellbeing but also long-term strategies for development. Since 2001, the United Nations Environmental Program's (UNEP) Post-Conflict Assessment Unit has investigated some of the world's most war-torn environments: Afghanistan, Liberia, the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Iraq, Bosnia, Kosovo, Albania, Serbia and Montenegro, and Macedonia.

In Iraq, UNEP found serious environmental problems that require immediate attention, including looting of sites holding nuclear and toxic materials, environmental contamination exacerbated by military actions, and the ongoing destruction of the Mesopotamian Marshlands. In the Balkans, UNEP assessed pollution "hotspots" at bombed or abandoned industrial sites, the impact of air strikes on biodiversity, and contamination by depleted uranium. Join us as Pekka Haavisto, the former Minister of Environment and Development Cooperation for Finland, discusses how UNEP and its partners integrate environmental issues into recovery and rehabilitation to promote cooperation, good governance, and sustainable development in the aftermath of war.

**This meeting will be webcast live at www.wilsoncenter.org/ecsp.**
What: "UNEP Post-Conflict Assessments: A New Tool for Improving the Environment in Post-Conflict Countries"

Who: Pekka Haavisto, Chairman, Post-Conflict Assessment Unit
United Nations Environment Programme

When: May 25, 2004, 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Where: Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 6th Floor Flom Auditorium. The Wilson Center is located in the Ronald Reagan Building at 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue.

The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars is the living, national memorial to President Wilson established by Congress in 1968 and headquartered in Washington, D.C. The Center establishes and maintains a neutral forum for free, open, and informed dialogue. It is a nonpartisan institution, supported by public and private funds and engaged in the study of national and world affairs. 

Media planning to cover the event should contact Sharon McCarter at mccarters@wwic.si.edu or (202) 691-4016.
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BusinessWorld

May 21, 2004, Friday

Small town best in the world

BYLINE: Beverly T. Natividad

BODY:
 How do you picture a most livable community? Is it a community much like in the pictures - trimmed landscapes, full of lush green forests, clean bodies of water, and sturdy houses lined up in perfect rows?

What are the chances of a small town in a third world country besting 235 other countries in an international contest that focuses on good environmental management and the creation of livable communities?

Calbiga is a small town in Western Samar, 52 kilometers from the provincial capital town of Catbalogan in the north and around 55 kilometers from Tacloban City.

It is often described as an obscure town - unknown, unseen and unheard of. But for an obscure town of about 20,000 inhabitants, it is gifted with natural wonders like a river, caves, Lulugayan falls and Literon rapids - all potential eco-tourism destinations. 

On Oct. 6, 2003 at Apeldoorn, Netherlands, Calbiga became the center of the international environmental map after winning the much-coveted Bursary Award.

The award is a category of the prestigious Nations in Bloom international competition that focuses on good environmental management and the creation of livable communities.

It is the only global contest that recognizes the major issue of management of the environment.

Among the objectives of the competition are the improvement of the quality of life through the creation of livable communities, exchange of good practices relating to the management of the environment and encouraging new initiatives.

The award is endorsed by the United Nations Environment Program and it is also the largest international competition for livable communities.

A total of 25 communities worldwide made it to the finals from the original 236 entries from 15 countries.

They were nominated by Ecotopia, a nongovernmental organization based in The Netherlands, through the Dutch couple Joop and Rianne van Hezik.

The Van Heziks had been to Calbiga three times prior to the competition to help the local government draft a management plan for the Calbiga caves.

"Our struggle for a livable community was appropriately given as the title of the Powerpoint presentation of the Calbiga delegation to the competition. We wanted to be to be very candid about our situation," said Calbiga Mayor Melchor F. Nacario.

"This is how we are and we have many problems that we are struggling to address," he added.

Their presentation centered on the premise that their town is not a Garden of Eden. Their landscape, while it may not be as well tended as the others, is their own peaceful home that provides for their needs.

They struggle to defend it against eminent threats brought about by illegal logging, mining and blast fishing.

Through a presidential proclamation, a portion of Samar island, or about 460,000 hectares, is considered a protected area wherein no logging nor mining could be done.

This affects about 37 municipalities. Around 54,000 hectares of the land area is now threatened to be excluded from the protection due to strong lobby from the mining sector to be given permission to mine the area.

The people of Calbiga fear that mining activities might affect their 25 major river systems and their own drinking water.

Eighty percent of Calbiga itself is a watershed area and the people fear that mining might poison the irrigation system for their farms.

Calbiga is said to be rich in bauxite, a mineral used to make aluminum. The mining of this mineral is also said to provide the local economy around $25 million in 25 years.

But the Samarenos are not about to exchange all that amount for permanent environmental damage. Some of the area threatened to be allotted for mining include parts of the Calbiga caves, which were classified as the second largest of cathedral caves in the world.

The local government is drafting management plans for the enhancement of the caves in line with eco-tourism. The caves, in their state, are not yet safe for tourists. Speleologists (cave scientists), especially from Italy, have visited these caves and have offered to provide cave structural safety assessment so that these caves might be opened for public viewing.

The people of Calbiga have also been lobbying to get support from the National Government for the project. Protecting this town treasure would also give them a means of livelihood.

Mr. Nacario himself said in his acceptance speech in The Netherlands, "People who live in so-called modern communities think us so impoverished and deprived. Our houses are not lined with aluminum sidings. Our snacks are not packaged in aluminum foils. Our drinks are not contained in aluminum cans. But we are not poor, nor deprived. We are sufficiently provided for by Mother Nature. We derive sustenance from our forests, our farms, our rivers and our seas. That's why we care for them, and take care not to abuse them. This is our livable community."

LOAD-DATE: May 20, 2004  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mas Noticias

Preparado Municipio para el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente. 
	* Del 2 al 4 de junio se llevaran a cabo Conferencias.
	 




Por: Edith Nevárez.- El Director de Desarrollo Urbano y Ecología, Mario Roberto Chaírez Almanza informó que del 2 al 4 de junio se llevaran a cabo Conferencias del Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente, en la Biblioteca Pública Central (CIDECH), ubicada en la Avenida Universidad y División del Norte.

Algunos de los temas que se manejaran son:

*Sanitarios Secos: Una Tecnología Viable Para el Saneamiento Ecológico.
Conozca como la tecnología puede a un nivel domestico usar sanitarios secos, siendo una de las practicas aplicadas no solo en área urbana sino que también en la zona rural.

*Construcción de Invernaderos Pequeños Para Uso Familiar.
Los huertos familiares pueden ser desarrollados de diferentes alternativas, sin embargo los invernaderos se han convertido en una posibilidad para muchas familias que destinan un espacio en su hogar para producir alimentos de autoconsumo e incluso para apoyar su economía.

*Manejo de Residuos Domésticos.
La diversa variedad de residuos generados en los hogares propicia un impacto no solo a nivel local, por lo tanto se hace necesario tomar medidas de manejo. Algunos ejemplos son la reutilización, así como la recolección de botes de aluminio y cartón para posteriormente venderlos y obtener un ingreso familiar disminuyendo el impacto al medio ambiente.

*Proyectos Ambientales Productivos: Financiamiento y Desarrollo.
Se conocerán algunos ejemplos de investigación y aplicación de tecnología para aprovechar los recursos naturales, haciendo énfasis en la importancia de gestionar el financiamiento y desarrollo de proyectos que contribuyen al progreso de las comunidades.

Los temas serán impartidos por los conferencistas German Cuevas Rodríguez del CIMAV, Julio Flores Torres del DGETA /SEP, Juan Manuel Rascón del GEN y Santos Escamilla Sánchez del DGETA /SEP; comentó el Director de Desarrollo Urbano y Ecología, Roberto Chaírez Almanza.

Quien señalo que en la resolución 2994 (XXVII), del 15 de diciembre de 1972, la Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas designo el 5 de Junio Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente, para sensibilizar la opinión pública respecto a la necesidad de preservar y mejorar el medio ambiente.

La fecha elegida fue el día de apertura de la Conferencia de las Naciones Unidas sobre el Medio Ambiente Humano (Estocolmo, 1972), que condujo al establecimiento del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente; enfatizó.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Russia Undecided on Kyoto on Eve of EU Summit
MOSCOW - Russia will resist European Union pressure and will not agree to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on the environment at Friday's summit with EU leaders, high-ranking sources said Thursday. 

A government source said Energy and Industry Minister Viktor Khristenko had asked for an extra three months to draw up a report on the pact, which can only come into force if Russia approves it. 

It was now "highly unlikely" that Russia would make any announcement at the EU-Russia summit. Another high-ranking source said the issue would not even figure on the agenda. 

"Mr. Khristenko has signed a request to the government to extend the deadline for examining Kyoto by three months," the source told Reuters. The government had previously intended to decide by Thursday. 

"There will be no unified position so it is very unlikely that there can be an announcement at the summit." 

Russia has controlled the fate of the environmental pact since Washington pulled out in 2001, but says it needs more time to check whether approval would rebound on its economy. 

Diplomats think the decision is complicated for Russian President Vladimir Putin because approval would offend Washington -- a major opponent of the pact -- while rejection would upset the European Union, Russia's top trading partner. 

Over the course of recent meetings, the European Union has pressured Russia to ratify the treaty, which seeks to cut emissions of the gases that cause global warming. 

EU leaders have been optimistic Russia might be nearing a decision, but a separate high-ranking source said none would be forthcoming at the summit. 

NOT ON AGENDA 

"The Kyoto Protocol is not even on the agenda, although this does not mean that this question will not be discussed," the other high-ranking source said. 

"There won't be any decision taken tomorrow." 

The government source said the delay was caused by differences between the Ministry of Energy and Industry, which drew up a report approving the treaty, and the Russian Academy of Sciences, which says it has no scientific foundation. 

"Khristenko does not want to fall out with the Academy of Sciences," this source said, adding the ministry's report backing the treaty would now have to be rewritten. 

A senior Russian diplomat said differences of opinion were holding up progress in coming to a conclusion. 

"At the moment, there are different points of view among politicians and among Russia's scientists," Vladimir Chizhov, a deputy foreign minister, told reporters. "There are a mass of factors weighing on whether we actually sign." 

But foreign diplomats still thought there was hope for the pact, saying a Russian government reorganization in the last two months could have held back discussions. 

"I do not think this is the end. I think the bureaucracy has never got to grips with the issue, and it was stymied by the reshuffling," one diplomat said. "There are still quiet supporters of the protocol in the government." 

Under the treaty's complex weighting system, developed nations responsible for 55 percent of greenhouse gas emissions must ratify for it to come into force. So far, nations accounting for 44 percent have approved the treaty -- meaning its future depends on Russia's 17 percent. 

(Additional reporting by Tom Miles) 

Story by Oliver Bullough 

Story Date: 21/5/2004 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

 Bloomberg News 
  EU is close to backing Russia's entry in WTO 
  Friday, May 21, 2004
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The European Union is close to an agreement to back Russia's decade-long effort to join the World Trade Organization, the EU trade commissioner, Pascal Lamy, and Economy Minister German Gref of Russia said on Thursday. 

.

"My sense is that today's discussions are trying to work out the final package," Lamy said at the opening of daylong talks at the Economy Ministry in Moscow. The two sides have to "keep on going to the finish line." 

.

An agreement with the EU, Russia's biggest trading partner, would be a victory for President Vladimir Putin. It may drive foreign investment in Russia's $434 billion economy and signal that the country's entry into the 147-nation WTO could be approved this year, though Russia still needs accords with the United States, Japan and China. 

.

Lamy and Gref, who are responsible for the negotiations, met over lunch on Thursday after negotiators worked through the night to resolve outstanding differences, including pricing of gas and electricity. Putin will be the host of an EU-Russia summit meeting in Moscow on Friday with the EU's top officials, including the European Commission's president, Romano Prodi. 

.

Russia wants to join the WTO to gain better access to world markets and an international method for resolving trade disputes, while making it easier for foreign companies to invest in the country. The WTO, in turn, has long hoped to bring the world's seventh-most populous country into its group to strengthen global talks on trade issues. 

.

The EU says Russian prices for natural gas should be raised to reflect production costs, while Russia says that its low domestic prices are justified by its natural advantage as the world's largest producer of natural gas. 

.

Lamy and Gref did not mention natural gas prices as they opened the talks on Wednesday. 

.

Gazprom, Russia's only exporter of natural gas, sells the energy source to Europe for roughly five times what it sells for in the domestic market. 

.

Russia's fast-growing economy, ample natural resources and 145 million people make the country attractive for European companies. 

.

Moscow said on Thursday that direct foreign investment increased 43 percent in the first quarter from a year earlier, to $1.48 billion. 

.

"Once it joins the WTO, Russia will have to comply with international legislation on brand protection - and, more importantly, to implement this legislation," said Lars Olofsson, Nestlé's executive vice president for Europe. "Counterfeited goods are a big problem that we're closely monitoring." 

.

The two sides will probably reach an agreement on natural gas that would gradually raise prices for Russian industries, said Anders Aslund, director of the Russia and Eurasia program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Washington. 

.

Entering the WTO has been a priority for Putin, who may try to join as early as 2005, provided Russia's main trading partners, the EU, the United States and China, agree to the move by the end of this year. 

.

Conditions for WTO membership may force Moscow to ease price controls on the natural-gas industry, "the black hole of Putin's record," said Christopher Granville, an at United Financial Group, a Moscow-based investment group co-owned by Deutsche Bank. 

.

"For Russia not to get into the WTO would be a real political failure for Putin," Granville said. 

.

The EU is still pressing Russia to act on other issues, including the signing of the Kyoto Protocol, which would limit greenhouse gas emissions; the resolution of border disputes with Estonia and Latvia; and the liberalization of its telecommunications industry. 

.

The Union is also maintaining pressure over human-rights violations in the breakaway republic of Chechnya, a subject considered by the Russian government to be an internal matter. 
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.

The two sides will probably reach an agreement on natural gas that would gradually raise prices for Russian industries, said Anders Aslund, director of the Russia and Eurasia program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Washington. 

.

Entering the WTO has been a priority for Putin, who may try to join as early as 2005, provided Russia's main trading partners, the EU, the United States and China, agree to the move by the end of this year. 

.

Conditions for WTO membership may force Moscow to ease price controls on the natural-gas industry, "the black hole of Putin's record," said Christopher Granville, an at United Financial Group, a Moscow-based investment group co-owned by Deutsche Bank. 

.

"For Russia not to get into the WTO would be a real political failure for Putin," Granville said. 

.

The EU is still pressing Russia to act on other issues, including the signing of the Kyoto Protocol, which would limit greenhouse gas emissions; the resolution of border disputes with Estonia and Latvia; and the liberalization of its telecommunications industry. 

.

The Union is also maintaining pressure over human-rights violations in the breakaway republic of Chechnya, a subject considered by the Russian government to be an internal matter. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

AP

Mercury and tides climb, as climate change rises on global agenda

EDITOR'S NOTE _ Global temperatures are climbing, glaciers retreating, oceans expanding. ``It's getting dangerous,'' says a 75-year-old man watching his Pacific island beach disappear. This is the first story in a

three-part series on the impact, science and politics of climate change.  By CHARLES J. HANLEY= AP Special Correspondent=   FUNAFUTI, Tuvalu (AP)

_ The rising sea is eating at the shores of low-slung Funafuti, a spit of coral and coconut palms in the remote

Pacific. Unseen fingers of ocean even reach beneath the sands, surfacing inland in startling places, among nervous islanders.

``It used to be puddles. Now it's like lakes,'' said Hilia Vavae, local meteorologist.

Far to the north in the Marshall Islands, 1,250 miles (2,000 kilometers) away, trees are toppling before aquamarine waves. Watching, perplexed, from the edge of a lagoon, teenager Ankit Stephen asked a visitor, ``Why is this happening?''

Six hundred miles (1,000 kilometers) west, on tiny Kosrae, Alokoa Talley pondered the same question. Neighbors are moving their homes up the lush slopes, away from the encroaching Pacific. ``I don't know,'' a government worker said, ``but I think it's because of `green' something.''

The ``greenhouse effect,'' climate change, has languished on the world's agenda since the 1970s, a seemingly distant threat. But year by year, inch by inch (centimeter by centimeter), it is rising to the top _ as ocean

islets flood, glaciers retreat, Arctic permafrost melts, and leading voices raise new alarms.

``We may already be seeing _ in the increased incidence of drought, floods and extreme weather events that many regions are experiencing _ some of the devastation that lies ahead,'' U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in March, when he urged all governments to ratify the Kyoto Protocol to reduce the world's ``greenhouse gas'' emissions.

That long-stalled 1997 accord is opposed in Washington, where U.S. government and industry object that emission controls would handicap the U.S. economy. Now only ratification by Russia can revive it, making this a critical year on the political front in a long, difficult debate over what to do about climate change.

On the scientific front, meanwhile, signs of global warming mount.

Like the glass of a greenhouse, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and some other gases in the atmosphere let sunlight in but tend to warm the Earth by trapping heat it emits back toward space. That's scientific fact;

the scientific puzzle involves other factors that might lessen _ or worsen _ the warming and what it does to the planet.

Concentrations of carbon dioxide, a byproduct of fossil fuels burned in everything from automobiles to electricity plants, reached record levels in the atmosphere this past winter, a Hawaii observatory reported in March.

Then, in April, other U.S. scientists reported NASA satellite readings showed an average increase in the globe's land surface temperatures of 0.77 F (0.43 C) between 1981 and 1998. This reinforced earlier findings, from ground stations, that global temperatures rose 1 F (0.6 C) over the 20th century.

These rising curves, of greenhouse gas and global temperature, parallel the analysis of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a U.N.-organized network of hundreds of climatologists and other scientists worldwide.

In a pivotal 2001 report, the IPCC listed as a key finding: ``Most of observed warming over last 50 years likely due to increases in greenhouse gas concentrations due to human activities.''

If emissions are brought under control too slowly, temperatures could rise an additional 10.4 F (5.8 C) by the year 2100, the IPCC said. Even with quick rollbacks in smokestack, tailpipe and other emissions, temperatures

could rise 2.5 F (1.4 C) by the end of the century, the scientists said.

Warming is expected to be unevenly distributed and to change regional climates in powerful ways, shifting climate zones hundreds of miles (kilometers), possibly making farmlands drier, deserts wetter; melting ice

caps; intensifying storms; spreading diseases to new areas; and raising ocean levels _ by anywhere from 3.5 inches to almost 3 feet (9 to 88 centimeters) by 2100, depending on emission controls, the IPCC said.

The seas would rise because water expands as it warms, and because of the runoff of ice melt from the continents.

In fact, the oceans have expanded, rising an average 1 to 2 millimeters a year _ up to one inch (2.5 centimeters) every 12 years _ during the 20th century, as measured by tide gauges.

More recently, satellites show ``the rise has been highly accelerated,'' to 3 millimeters a year, said Walter Munk of San Diego's Scripps Institution of Oceanography.

Pacific islanders aren't alone. Rising seas are a growing threat from Alaska, where Eskimos are relocating an Arctic island village, to New Orleans and to Shanghai, China _ near-coastal cities already below sea

level, sinking on their own, and further endangered by expanding oceans.

Prevailing winds, tidal peculiarities and other factors can make sea levels vary from place to place. Here at Funafuti, capital of a mini-nation midway between Hawaii and Australia, the gauges have shown the sea rising 5 to 6 millimeters a year since 1993, meteorologist Vavae said.

But some islands also are subsiding, sinking under their own weight. ``In many islands, I think the answer is that both are happening _ subsidence and rising levels,'' said University of Hawaii oceanographer Roger Lukas.

Similarly uncertain: What will a swelling ocean do to a Funafuti?

One rule of thumb, disputed among specialists, holds that each millimeter rise in sea level can claim 1.5 meters _ 5 feet _ of shallow ocean beach.  Some theorize, however, that a moderately higher Pacific would

``rearrange,'' but not obliterate, an atoll like Funafuti _ a ring of islands around a central lagoon.

Rearrangement would be bad enough for Lototele Malie, 75, whose pastel-blue concrete house, with 15 adults and children inside, sits at the edge of Funafuti's dwindling ocean beach.

``A month ago the tide came right here,'' the sarong-clad old man said, pointing 3 feet (90 centimeters) away to the lip of his concrete-slab patio. ``It's getting dangerous,'' he said, with the thunder of waves as a

backdrop.

The Malies and others along Funafuti's fringe have little room to maneuver.  Just 300 yards from their rear doors, the choppy waters of the 9-mile-wide (14-kilometer-wide) lagoon are rising. In between sit other salt-caked plywood or cinderblock houses, beside gaping pits dug in the island's coral foundation long ago, by U.S. troops in World War II.

Those pits, filling now with seeping seawater, supplied the crushed material for Funafuti's airport, where today some of Vavae's ``lakes'' have begun to appear at peak tides.

``People got especially worried when the runway flooded. That's new,'' Margaret Bita, 45, told a visiting reporter after Sunday church services.

The church and little airport lie on the broadest part _ 600 yards (meters) across _ of slender, steamy, 7-mile-long (11-kilometer-long) Funafuti, home to about half the 11,000 people of Tuvalu, an impoverished nation getting by on fees from foreign fishing fleets, international aid and money sent home by Tuvaluan merchant seamen.

This main island narrows elsewhere to a mere 50 yards of sand, swaying palms and roadway between lagoon and sea. Its elevation is seldom more than a few feet (a meter). When February's ``king'' tides washed out a small causeway, children swam to school.

``I think it would be better if my kids were somewhere else,'' said hospital worker Beia Fetau, 40, preparing to help with Sunday school in shirt, tie and traditional male ``sulu,'' or skirt.

As recently as the 1980s, Vavae said, the peak king tides came only in January and February. Now, she said, they crash ashore from September to May. But it's the quiet seepage from below that most alarms Tuvaluans.

Because of intruding saltwater, many have abandoned their gardens of deep-rooted ``pulaka,'' a tuber crop grown in pits here for centuries. On the nearby islet of Vasafua, the coconut trees are dying. Another small

uninhabited island, Tepuka Savilivili, has vanished beneath the waves.

``It went under water in the cyclone in 1997,'' Vavae said. Disentangling long-term climate change from short-term natural variability is a challenge at the local level, especially in the Pacific, where the periodic climatic

phenomenon El Nino raises and lowers ocean levels, causes droughts and stirs up severe storms. But people across the Pacific feel sure something unusual is happening.

In Kiribati, another mini-state north of Tuvalu, they've also lost an islet in the main atoll of Tarawa. On Majuro, the Marshalls' capital, the lagoon outside Ankit Stephen's home has undercut dozens of towering coconut palms, as islanders futilely try to stop the waves with piles of debris.

On Kosrae, a ``high island'' of volcanic peaks in the Federated States of Micronesia, the people have always lived along a flat coastal strip, but some are now dismantling their simple homes and heading for the hills, as

recommended by the government.

``Nobody remembers such tides before. The sea is actually moving inland,'' said Simpson Abraham, head of Kosrae's Resources Development Authority. Some offshore islets have vanished, he said.

Here in Tuvalu, devoutly Christian since missionary days, many talk not of greenhouses, but of Genesis, reminding each other of God's promise to Noah:  As long as rainbows cross the sky, there will be no more great floods.  ``God will protect us,'' one woman churchgoer assured a visitor.

Saufatu Sopoanga, as Tuvalu's prime minister, must look into the future, not the Bible. He is talking to New Zealand about a kind of 21st century Noah's ark _ a standby plan for a mass migration there.

``In 50 or 100 years, the islands are expected to go under water. What can we do?'' Tuvalu's leader asked, on a day when a tropical morning downpour soon gave way to a rainbow in a blue, very warm sky.

   ___

   NEXT WEEK: A look at the science in the study of global warming.
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ENS

European Market Opened to Transgenic Corn 
BRUSSELS, Belgium, May 20, 2003 (ENS) - The European Commission has authorized the placing on the market of sweet corn from Syngenta's genetically modified maize line Bt11. This decision, announced Wednesday, is the first new genetically modified food approved in Europe for over five years. 

Any imports of the canned vegetable will have to show clearly on the labeling that the corn has been harvested from a genetically modified plant. 

Grain from the GM maize line Bt11 has been authorized for import into Europe since 1998 and is widely used in the EU in feed and in derived food products such as maize oil, maize flour, sugar and syrup, snack foods, baked foods, fried foods, confectionary and soft drinks. 

An authorization for cultivation for Bt11 maize is pending and has not yet been granted. 

[image: image5.jpg]


(Photo courtesy Illinois Maize Breeding & Genetics Lab)
The authorization, valid for 10 years, covers the specific use for imports of canned or fresh sweet corn. The labelling will have to show clearly that the corn is a GMO in line with the new EU legislation. 

David Byrne, Commissioner for Health and Consumer Protection, said, "GM sweet corn has been subject to the most rigorous pre-marketing assessment in the world. It has been scientifically assessed as being as safe as any conventional maize. Food safety is therefore not an issue, it is a question of consumer choice." 

The environmental campaign group Friends of the Earth said the decision to approve the controversial GM sweet corn is likely to strengthen consumer opposition to genetically modified food and crops. 

Friends of the Earth Europe’s GM campaigner Adrian Bebb said, “The European Commission is gambling with the health of European consumers. Member states remain divided over the long term safety of this GM sweet corn, yet the Commission wants to force it down our throats. The public won’t swallow this arrogance. Hostility to GM food and crops is likely to grow, and public confidence in EU decision-making will be damaged.” 

Bt corn in the field (Photo courtesy URI)
The group also criticized the UK government for supporting the application. Friends of the Earth’s GM Free Britain Campaigner, Clare Oxborrow said, “The Commission has let EU citizens down, as has the UK government which has consistently backed this GM food against the wishes of the British public. But there is no future for GM foods or crops in the UK or in Europe." 

"The new EU rules on GMOs require clear labeling and traceability," said Commissioner Byrne. "Labeling provides consumers with the information they need to make up their own mind. They are therefore free to choose what they want to buy." 

Friends of the Earth says there is virtually no market for genetically modified foods in Europe as consumers have overwhelmingly rejected them. Official opinion polls show that 94.6 percent of EU citizens want the right to choose and 70.9 percent simply do not want genetically modified food. 

Bt 11 sweet corn has been harvested from a plant genetically modified to produce Bt toxin, which is similar to that produced by bacteria and widely used as a natural insecticide for years. Critics fear genetically modified foods could trigger allergies in sensitive people. 

Syngenta explains how the engineered corn works to stop corn loving insects. Specific strains of Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) produce a protein, referred to as Bt protein, or Cry1Ab. When eaten by the European corn borer or corn earworm, two important sweet corn pests, the Bt protein is broken down by digestive enzymes in the larva’s alkaline intestine, generating a shorter protein that binds to the wall of the intestine. This damages the cell membrane, making it leaky, and stops the larva in its tracks, the company says. 

Bt 11 sweet corn is engineered to resist the European corn borer (Photo courtesy USDA)
The Netherlands’ competent food assessment body came to the conclusion that Bt11 sweet maize is as safe as conventional sweet maize as did the EU Scientific Committee on Food. 

The Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health has not given an opinion. 

The Bt 11 sweet corn proposal was considered by the Agriculture Council on April 26, 2004. At that meeting Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Finland, Sweden and the UK voted in favor. Denmark, Greece, France, Luxembourg, Austria and Portugal voted against. Belgium, Germany and Spain abstained. 

Since the Council did not act within the required time limit, the decision goes to the Commission. Byrne said, "The Commission is acting responsibly based on stringent and clear legislation.” 

Bt 11 sweet corn has been assigned a unique identifier to allow traceability and will be entered in the Community Register of genetically modified food and feed. 

Dozens of other genetically modified corn, soy, tobacco, rapeseed, potato and sugar beet products are awaiting approval from the European authorities. 

Bt-11 sweet corn is approved for food use in the United States, Canada, Argentina, Switzerland, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, the Philippines, Russia, South Korea, China, Uruguay and South Africa. Additionally, Bt-11 sweet corn has been approved for cultivation in the United States, Canada, Argentina, Japan, Uruguay and South Africa. It is currently grown on a small number of acres in the United States, Canada and Argentina.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

White Rhinos on the Critical List - Conservationists
LONDON - The northern white rhino, one of the world's most endangered animals, could be extinct in the wild within months unless poaching by Sudanese rebels stops, conservationists said Thursday as they launched an urgent appeal for funds. 

The world's 25 or so remaining wild white rhinos all live in the Garamba National Park, a United Nations World Heritage Site on the northern border of the Democratic Republic of Congo with Sudan. 

Kes Hillman-Smith, a coordinator of the Garamba National Park project, said poaching had increased as Sudanese rebels said to be from the area of conflict around Darfur hunt down the rhinos for their valuable horns and tusks. 

"It is the first time they have come into Garamba," said Hillman-Smith, in London for a meeting organized by the UK Save The Rhino group. "It's a worrying situation if the poaching continues at such an alarming rate," he told Reuters. 

"Unless there is a major level of support, we are going to lose the last population of northern white rhinos," Hillman-Smith said. "We urgently need more funds to bring in better equipment." 

The rhino numbers have dwindled from almost 500 in the late 1970s. Last week, two park rangers were killed by a group of poachers, Hillman-Smith said. 

Once out of the park, the poachers are thought to head to the southern Sudanese town of Yambio, where traders buy ivory and rhino horn from the Congo and Central African Republic. 

The Garamba National Park has long been a magnet for poachers who prey on its rich wildlife, which also includes elephants, hippos, buffaloes and chimpanzees. 

The U.N. cultural heritage body UNESCO runs a project to protect wildlife from the effects of violence in Congo, which is struggling to emerge from a devastating five-year regional conflict that killed at least three million people, mostly from starvation and disease. 

The United States has been involved in efforts to reach a peace deal between Sudan's government and the Sudanese People's Liberation Army, which has been fighting for 20 years for autonomy for the mainly Christian and animist south. 

Story by Astrid Zweynert 

Story Date: 21/5/2004 
​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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UN's advocacy of GM crops will not help feed poor people

BYLINE: By CHARLIE KRONICK

 BODY:

   From Mr Charlie Kronick.

   Sir, Greenpeace shares one conclusion with the  United Nations  Food and Agriculture Organisation ("UN urges state funding for GM research", May 18) - that ownership of genetically modified crops is dominated by large chemical companies, whose primary interest is unsurprising: selling GM crops and the chemicals that are designed to be used with them. 

   But while the ownership of the technology is important to investors, it has little impact for the 1bn people (largely from rural areas) who live on less than Dollars 1 per day. Yet, in spite of the enthusiasm of the FAO for high-technology solutions to the problems of world hunger, the truth about food and hunger remains unacknowledged by the GM advocates: people go hungry because

they are poor, powerless, or both, or have no land on which to grow food.

   Genetic engineering and GM crops will do nothing to solve these problems and show every likelihood of making them worse. The failure of GM Bt cotton in India and the collapse of entire ecosystems in Argentina, where GM soya dominates agriculture, show the real potential of GM in the developing world.

   The FAO has a valuable role in supporting sustainable agriculture in the developing world, but promoting GM crops that benefit multinational chemical companies in Europe and North America will not address hunger in the southern hemisphere.

   Charlie Kronick, Chief Policy Adviser, Greenpeace, London N1 2PN

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP/UN in the news

New book credits women with better conservation

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Women are the world's great unsung conservationists, often outpacing men in their knowledge and nurturing of domestic and wild plants and animals, according to a new book just published by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) in association with the Women's Environment and Development Organisation (WEDO). The book acknowledges that women, especially in developing countries are the farmers and feeders in their communities, relying on an intimate understanding of nature to fulfil their many and varied roles. The book, published with financial support from the UN Foundation (UNF), was launched Thursday at the 3rd session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues taking place at the UN headquarters in New York. "Women, particularly in developing countries, are often in the front line in terms of overcoming poverty, managing the land and waterways and sustaining their communities. During times of stress and insecurity, it is generally the women who must forage further and further for food, water and fuel," notes UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. "During times of plenty, the fields and kitchen gardens they tend are mini-laboratories where domesticated and wild plants and animals are selected and tested for their agricultural and medicinal value," he acknowledges. "It is clear from this publication, that women have a central role as custodians of local and indigenous knowledge and as conservators of the natural world. It also clear that their role and their 'know-how' is often undervalued and ignored," Toepfer affirms. "If we ignore the role of women, all our collective hopes and aspirations for a better and more stable world, will be harder to achieve," the UNEP Executive cautions. The book, drawing on observations and research by numerous individuals and organizations, including UNEP and the UN Food and Agricultural Organisation contains numerous illuminating anecdotes and case studies that reflect the crucial and all too often ignored role of women on the environment. In Sierra Leone, for instance, a study there found that women could name 31 uses of trees on fallow land and in forests, whereas men could only name eight. In Kenya, men's traditional knowledge is actually declining as a result of formal schooling and emigration whereas women, given less access to formal education were retaining the local indigenous knowledge and in many cases acquiring the men's.
African pop stars commit themselves to UN goals for continent 

Agence France-Presse English Wire Date: May 20, 2004 - DAKAR- Popular musicians from across Africa have gathered in Senegal and made a joint commitment to work in song, concerts and interviews to promote an ambitious UN goal of halving dire poverty on the continent by 2015. Several of the most famous artists on the African musical scene on Wednesday signed a declaration in which they agreed to "work with great urgency" to help the UN Development Progamme (UNDP) bring about its Millennium Development Goals. Meiway from Ivory Coast, Chiwoniso of Zimbabwe, Koffi Olomide of Democratic Republic of Congo, Jaojoby Eusebe of Madasgascar, Saintrick from Republic of Congo, Kenya's Achieng Abura, Mahmoud Ahmed of Ethiopia, Mauritania's Malouma and Salif Keita, Habib Koite and Boncana Maiga from Mali were among them. They joined Senegalese musicians Baaba Maal, Coumba Gawlo Seck, Didier Awadi and Bill Diakhou to record a song urging other Africans to do everything in their power to halt and reverse the spread of AIDS and halve extreme poverty. "This isn't just a one-off operation, it's a commitment right through until 2015," Djibril Diallo, Director of the UNDP Communications Office, said of the gathering, which began on Sunday and ended Thursday. UNDP officials said that other star performers were to join the campaign, including Cameroon's Manu Dibango, Myriam Makeba of South Africa, Tiken Jah Fakoly of Ivory Coast, Angelique Kidjo of Benin, and Femi Kuti, Nigeria's son of the late great Afrobeat artist Fela. Their song, Africa 2015, will be released on October 17. The stated ambitions of the UNDP are "to reduce poverty and hunger by at least half by the year 2015, provide primary education for all, reverse the spread of AIDS and other diseases, and manage the environment for the benefit of present and future generations." 
General Environment News

Burkina Faso: Cloud Seeding Could Be Expanded Across the Sahel

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Cloud seeding, the practice of firing salt-based chemicals into pregnant clouds to force them to shed rain, has proved so successful in Burkina Faso that the programme could soon be extended to other semi-arid countries in West Africa, the Inter State Committee Against Drought in the Sahel (CILSS) has said. Burkina Faso began using light aircraft to seed clouds in 1998, and its positive experience persuaded the CILSS heads of state to look at ways of using this technology to enhance rainfall across the region when they met in the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott in January. "All CILSS countries are from the Sahel where water remains a crucial problem and rainfall levels are a major source for concern and are set to become even worse in coming years according to projections," Issa Martin Bikienga, the major policies programme coordinator of CILSS told reporters in Ouagadougou on Wednesday. "That is why we need to make efforts to artificially modify the weather," Bikienga continued. "It is our responsibility at CILSS to explore all existing technologies that will help to make water fill our reservoirs or feed our plants when there is a shortage of rains." The Burkinabe government has estimated that cash earnings from agriculture have increased by 10 to 15% since it began the cloud seeding programme eight years ago. The additional rainfall created has helped to fill reservoirs, allowing irrigated cultivation to continue during the dry season in many areas that were previously only able to grow one crop a year during the rainy season. The first two countries expected to follow Burkina Faso's lead are Mali and Niger, where cloud seeding is expected to begin in 2005 at the latest. However funding has yet to be secured. CILSS is organising a meeting in Ouagadougou next week with potential donors to seek the US$ 60 million needed to extend the programme across all nine countries for five years. The meeting will also be used by CILSS as a forum for extolling the benefits of cloud seeding.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405200627.html
Kenya moves to protect world famous game sanctuary 

Mombasa, Kenya (PANA) - The Kenyan authorities Thursday moved fast to save the flora and fauna in the country's world famous Maasai Mara Game reserve, bordering Tanzania, when they announced a freeze on any land developments in the game reserve. Environment Minister Newton Kulundu expressed concern that, in the recent past, large portions of the reserve had been cut off and allocated to individuals in total disregard to the country's declared wildlife conservation efforts. It had now been necessary that the government intervene by authenticating the original boundaries of the reserve with a view to repossessing any land that is under private ownership, the official told a wildlife utilisation and management forum in Mombasa. Participants drawn from both the public and private sector are expected to come up with contributions towards enriching the new wildlife policy, the wildlife bill and the wildlife management and conservation Act whose review the ministry is co-ordinating. Kulundu said encroachment of land belonging to the Mara has denied the government and local civic body that manages the natural heritage, the Narok County Council, of millions of shillings in revenue. The minister expressed concern on the lack of accountability of resources by the local authority, and threatened that government may take over the management of the Maasai Mara if the situation did not improve.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng043301&dte=20/05/2004
Zambia: Failure to Manage Urban Waste

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Heaped garbage, a choking smell and pools of stagnant water sum up the state of Soweto market, the largest open-air trading area in Zambia's capital, Lusaka. The unhygienic conditions are a sign of how urban waste management has failed in what was once called the "garden city" but is now cynically referred to as "garbage City". Lusaka, with a population of 1.2 million, generates about 290,000 kilograms of waste every year, or roughly half a kilogram per person, of which 70 percent is domestic and 30 percent commercial and industrial. "Waste management has been one of the most blatant failures of the local authorities in Lusaka in particular," lamented Chishimba Milonga, a resident of Lusaka's Northmead suburb. Although garbage collection has taken place in the recent past, the city still remains extremely dirty. Cholera outbreaks are frequent during the wet season, resulting in the deaths of hundreds of Zambians. Local government and housing minister Sylvia Masebo closed Soweto during an outbreak in February this year, which militant marketeers resisted. The closure affected about 2,500 traders, who were advised to use alternative markets. At the time, Lusaka had already recorded 2,482 cases of cholera and 110 deaths. The council collects Kwacha 1,000 (US 21 cents) every day from each trader for rehabilitation of the market. " To address the problem of waste management, the LCC has now begun waste collection and transportation on the basis of franchised contracts, with contractors selected through a competitive tender. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200405200007.html
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UN and UNEP in the news

UN calls for greater recognition of women's role in conservation
Xinhua - China NAIROBI, May 20 (Xinhuanet) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has called for greater recognition of women's role in conservation and poverty reduction. 
    In a new publication, Women and the Environment, published on Thursday, the UNEP says that in developing countries, women are the farmers, the feeders and the carers in their communities relying on an intimate understanding of nature to fulfill their many and varied roles. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-05/20/content_1481429.htm 

The 5th meeting of APFED to be held in Astana
Kazinform, Kazakhstan, Almaty. May 20. KAZINFORM. On May 25-26 the 5th meeting of the Asia-Pacific Forum for Environment and Development (APFED) will take place. The Forum consists of executives of governments and big international, scientific and public organizations, Ecopravda informs. The APFED is the only top-level inter-sectoral council. It is headed by ex- PM of Japan. The members of the Forum are UNEP executive director, Asian Bank President, ESCATO executives, PM of Mongolia and others. 
The task of the APFED is to develop a single viewing of APR development. In this regard in 2005 ministries of region will discuss most urgent problems, such as poverty, education, public health, security and others. 
The fact that the APFED meeting is going to be held in Kazakhstan demonstrates he meaning and important role of the Central Asia in the APR.
http://kazinform.com/showarticle.php?lang=eng&id=78905 

Japanese folk singer visits CEE
Express News Service -  Ahmedabad, May 19: WELL-KNOWN Japanese folk singer Tokiko Kato, who preaches environment protection through her songs, was on a day’s visit to the Centre for Environment Education on Wednesday.
The Japanese delegation, comprising Kato and three others, visited CEE to promote awareness about environment and assist in mobilising support to address the issue. The delegation was in Delhi last week and had been to Korea and South Africa earlier. 
Kato has been awarded the Checalier Medal for Culture by the French Government. In her career spanning 40 years, she has helped raise awareness for conservation in her roles as Councillor and Panda Amabassador for WWF, Japan. She was also appointed as special envoy for the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in Bangkok in October 200 0. 
http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=85115 

GM foods safe: UN report

ABC Newsonline (Australia), May 19, 2004 - The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) says the promise of biotechnology for agriculture is not being delivered to developing countries.

The organisation's annual report on the state of food and agriculture, has declared genetically modified (GM) crop foods safe to eat.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s1111455.htm 

General Environment News

IMO Offers Protection To New Zealand Marine Reserve Area 
UN Wire, Thursday, May 20, 2004 - The Poor Knights Islands off New Zealand's east coast, renowned for the 


ROWA NEWS BRIEFING

JORDAN
AMMAN (JT) — A Jordan Youth Forum will be held between May 20-22 for 100 young Jordanians aged 18-32, most of who will come from the northern universities of Jordan. 

The forum, organised by the National Forum for Youth and Culture in cooperation with Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) and the Community Development Service Centre/Jordan University of Science and Technology (JUST), aims at raising youth awareness on their rights. 

Several activities will focus on introducing youth to the concept of political participation and the role of youth in this process, a KAS statement said. 

Based on a participatory approach, the young people will be working through the 3-day event in groups to discuss different topics within the main theme. 

The forum will also include training on human rights, especially civil and political rights, in addition to participatory decision making in groups and communication skills (learning by doing). 

Participants will also have the chance to discuss their concerns regarding youth and political participation with politicians and decision makers during the last day of the forum, which will be concluded by a marketplace for youth NGOs who will present their programmes and share their activities and experiences with potential volunteers.

 http://www.jordantimes.com/thu/homenews/homenews9.htm
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan concerned about split in Côte d’Ivoire’s reconciliation government

*
Security Council urged to consider how UN missions can operate across borders

*
Independent panel has begun inquiry into UN’s Oil-for-Food, chairman says

*
Brahimi meets Red Cross envoy on state of detainees in Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison

*
UN human rights expert voices ‘horror’ at Israeli action in Gaza

*
Annan calls on Mano River Union to speed up socio-economic development

*
UN officials express concern over fighting in Somali capital

*
Georgia: UN holds new meeting in bid to resolve separatist conflict

*
UN envoy urges donors to support rebuilding Afghanistan’s police force

*
New UN book lauds women’s key role in quest for sustainable development

*
Special UN committee on decolonization wraps up Pacific regional seminar

*
UNICEF praises soccer’s world body for helping improve lot of neediest children

*
‘Biodiversity for Food Security’ to be theme of this year’s UN World Food Day

*
African musical stars record anti-HIV song for UN development agency

*
Chinese piano virtuoso Lang named UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador

* * * *

Côte d’Ivoire

20 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said the recent announcements by Côte d’Ivoire President Laurent Gbagbo suspending support of opposition ministers and by the opposition Forces Nouvelles that they would move their staff in Abidjan to their stronghold Bouaké in the north were a disturbing turn of events.

“The Secretary-General wishes to reiterate his appeals to all Ivorian parties to stop mutual recriminations, to implement faithfully their commitments under the (2003) Linas-Marcoussis Agreement and to immediately resume political dialogue, with a view to ensuring the effective functioning of the Government of National Reconciliation,” he said through spokesman Fred Eckhard.

Mr. Annan also urged both sides to avoid any actions that might bring on further violence and confrontations with tragic consequences for the people of Côte d’Ivoire and West Africa.

All parties in the country should cooperate with the Monitoring Committee, established under the Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement, and with Mr. Annan’s Special Representative, Albert Tévoédjré, so as to re-establish dialogue and resolve outstanding issues, Mr. Eckhard said.

President Gbagbo’s move followed the UN Security Council’s condemnation of human rights violations in Côte d’Ivoire, especially those that occurred during deadly confrontations between civilians and government forces at banned opposition demonstrations in late March.

* * *

Refugees

20 May – With today’s conflicts sparking huge flows of terrified civilians and armed militia moving across borders, the head of the United Nations refugee agency today urged the Security Council to develop a “cross-border peacekeeping” formula for UN missions operating in war zones.

Briefing the Council in an open meeting, UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers drew attention to the humanitarian crises in Darfur, Sudan, and parts of West Africa as examples of how lines of conflict frequently run across state boundaries. Conflicts that generate refugee movements inevitably involve neighbouring states, he said, noting the impact of forced displacement on regional stability.

Given the nature of conflicts today, greater attention must be devoted to finding a formula for peacekeeping missions that operated in cross-border situations, where appropriate and where endorsed by the affected governments, he said.

All too often, conflicts became regional but the response remained country-based; Chad was a good example, he said. While spotlighting West Africa’s troubled Mano River region, with a near-constant cross-border flow of arms and rebel groups that often circulated among its many refugee camps, Mr. Lubbers was greatly concerned by the current situation in Sudan and the spill-over effect on Chad.

In southern Sudan, encouraging peace talks have increased hopes for the return of 60,000 Sudanese refugees currently exiled in neighbouring countries, he said. “Yet those developments were increasingly overshadowed by the situation in Darfur” in the west, where at least a million people have been displaced as a direct result of government-allied Arab militia’s campaign of violence against the black African population.

And while UNHCR is working with partners to assist affected populations in and around Darfur to create the conditions for their eventual return, Mr. Lubbers said he feared that if the situation did not improve, “We will see further refugee flows into Chad…where the humanitarian situation is [equally] appalling.”

Mr. Lubbers said the concept of multidimensional peace operations had worked well in Afghanistan and Sierra Leone and was coming together in Liberia, despite the enormous challenges placed upon the UN mission there. In cross-border conflict zones, the critical factor would be to determine the conditions for the safe and sustainable return of refugees their homes, he emphasized. “Peacekeeping alone can not sustain peace; it can only create the space in which peace may be built,” he said.

The Council’s influence and ability to take decisive political action was critical in helping to avert humanitarian catastrophe, Mr. Lubbers said. It was important that the Council continue to provide leadership and direction in bringing together the different domains of the United Nations system. He said he hoped that continued cooperation between the various UN missions in West Africa on a number of cross-border issues could be now developed into a broader strategy for the future.

* * *

Iraq: Oil-for-Food

20 May – Work has begun by an independent panel investigating the United Nations Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq, and its focus is to “get after” allegations of corruption and misconduct within the UN itself and, more broadly, the question of possible maladministration of the humanitarian operation, its Chairman said today.

In the event of maladministration, questions related to why that maladministration occurred, where responsibility for it lay, and what lessons learned could be drawn would also be addressed, Paul A. Volcker told a press briefing at UN Headquarters in New York.

The longest and most difficult aspect of the investigation by the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC) would relate to what went on in Iraq itself in terms of contractors, overcharging and undercharging, kickbacks and smuggling, he added. Although they were peripheral to the investigation itself, the panel could not help but touch upon those phenomena.

Mr. Volcker, a former Chairman of the Board of Governors of the United States Federal Reserve System, stressed it was crucial for the panel to establish a degree of control over the very important records held in Iraq, if its investigation was to be satisfactory.

A team had been sent to Baghdad to make contact with the Bureau of the Supreme Auditor, which had responsibility for collecting and consolidating those records. That team would explore ways of achieving and maintaining sufficient influence over and accessibility to those records.

The Oil-for-Food programme began operating in 1996. Under its terms, sanctions-bound Iraq was allowed to use a portion of its oil revenues to purchase humanitarian relief. The effort was monitored by the Security Council “661” committee, which included representatives from all 15 countries on the Council.

Until its termination in November 2003, the programme was the largest-ever, in financial terms, administrated by the UN. It oversaw the delivery of some $39 billion worth of humanitarian assistance to about 22 million people, many of whom were largely dependent on outside aid to survive since normal economic activity was severely constrained by sanctions imposed after Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990.

* * *

Iraq

20 May – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, today discussed with the Baghdad envoy of the International Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC) the situation of Iraqi detainees in Abu Ghraib and other prisons following reports of abuse and humiliation by United States and other coalition forces.

Due process rights, the whereabouts of the detainees and the conditions of their detention were among the issues on the agenda of the meeting with ICRC representative Pierre Grassmann. Mr. Brahimi urged the ICRC to engage with the new Iraqi caretaker government, due to take over sovereignty from the Coalition Provisional Authority on 30 June, to find solutions to all the outstanding problems regarding the detainees.

The UN envoy, who has been in Iraq for two weeks for talks with all sectors of society as part of his efforts to set up the proposed interim government, said he was concerned about the situation of the detainees and had raised these issues publicly, both in Baghdad and in his report to the Security Council last month.

Early this month, after the media aired reports on atrocities at Abu Ghraib, near Baghdad, Mr. Annan said the United States and the United Kingdom must “take a strong and firm stand to ensure that those kinds of activities are not repeated.”

Mr. Brahimi also met today with a group of Iraqi former political prisoners jailed for over 10 years by Saddam Hussein’s ousted regime, who briefed him on the specific problems facing ex-political prisoners and the lack of progress in the rehabilitation and compensation of victims of past human rights abuses.

Also today he met with representatives of the Turkmen community as he continued to gather the views of hundreds of Iraqis regarding the composition of the caretaker government, the idea of holding a national conference and the process for elections scheduled for the end of January.

Mr. Brahimi said he “trusts there is a good basis for consensus on a government that will effectively serve the interests of the Iraqi people for the forthcoming period of transition.” He will continue this process of broad consultation until consensus is achieved on the composition, structure and powers of the interim government.

* * *

Middle East

20 May – A United Nations human rights expert has expressed his “horror” at the ongoing Israeli military action in Gaza, where some 30 Palestinian have been killed, nearly 200 homes have been destroyed and 2,200 people left without shelter since the beginning of May.

John Dugard, the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel since 1967, issued a statement yesterday calling the Israeli actions “a violation of international humanitarian law” and constituted war crimes under the Geneva Convention relative to the protection of civilians in times of war.

“They also amount to collective punishment, which violates both humanitarian law and international human rights law,” the statement added. “It is impossible to accept the Israeli argument that these actions are justified by military necessity. On the contrary…they are ‘carried out unlawfully and wantonly,’”

The Special Rapporteur called on the Government of Israel to desist from such activity and to observe its international obligations. He also called on the UN Security Council to take appropriate action to stop the violence, if necessary by the imposition of mandatory arms embargo on Israel of the kind that was imposed on South Africa in 1977.

Mr. Dugard reminded Council members, especially its permanent members, of their obligations to take action to restore international peace and security in the region. “The Special Rapporteur sees no reason why an arms embargo should not be an appropriate measure,” the statement said, urgently calling on all Council members “to behave responsibly, in accordance with their international obligations, and not to allow domestic political considerations to undermine their international obligations.”

* * *

Mano River Union

20 May – The Mano River Union, blessed by nature, could become the engine of growth for the West African region if the leaders of the three member states would exercise the necessary political will to accelerate the development of their countries, according to United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

The Heads of State of the 30-year-old Mano River Union (MRU), comprising Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, are meeting in Guinea’s capital, Conakry.

In a message delivered by Daudi Ngelautwa Mwakawago, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sierra Leone, Mr. Annan called on them “to cut off the flow of small arms and light weapons, to curtail the use of child soldiers, to stop the smuggling of goods and the trafficking of drugs and people, and to address, decisively, the culture of impunity.”

Trans-border collaboration, including deploying border patrols, should be considered, he said.

The region has suffered from war, deprivation and misrule, while the people have yearned for peace, stability, democracy and an environment in which their talents and energies can be used for socio-economic development, he said.

“The Mano River Union is blessed with fertile soil, rich forests and mineral resources, and an abundance of water, rivers and streams. If adequately harnessed, these assets could make the sub-region the breadbasket of ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States) countries,” Mr. Annan said.

Meanwhile, the UN launched two of the world’s largest peacekeeping operations in Sierra Leone and Liberia and is deploying a force in Côte d’Ivoire, he said. The UN’s humanitarian personnel are present throughout the region assisting, especially, with refugees and displaced people, while UN development agencies are helping to raise standards of living.

“And we are working closely with MRU leaders and the MRU Secretariat to reactivate the Union itself,” Mr. Annan said.

* * *

Somalia

20 May – With sporadic shooting continuing in the tense atmosphere of Somalia’s capital, Mogadishu, United Nations officials based in the Horn of Africa country today called on leaders responsible for the fighting to bring it to an end.

The Secretary-General’s Representative for Somalia, Winston Tubman, and UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator Maxwell Gaylard said the leaders should also resolve their differences peacefully, as agreed in the on-going Somali peace and reconciliation process.

The clashes began on 9 May in the northern part of the city and continued for days, killing at least 60 people. Some 200 people, mainly civilians, were injured and thousands more have been displaced, while militia members were reported to have violated the human rights of civilians, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said.

While extending condolences to bereaved families and sympathies to the displaced, Mr. Tubman and Mr. Gaylard said, “We are shocked by reports of the scale and ferocity of the recent fighting in Mogadishu and deeply concerned over the plight of the many civilian inhabitants of the city who have been struggling for many years to achieve a measure of peace and normality.”

* * *

Georgia

20 May – In a further effort to resolve the 10-year-old Georgian-Abkhaz separatist conflict in north-western Georgia, the top United Nations envoy in the country today chaired a meeting of both sides on security guarantees.

Both parties at the talks, the third in the series and chaired by Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Georgia, Heidi Tagliavini, reiterated their commitment to the non-resumption of hostilities and the settlement of all disputes exclusively by peaceful means.

The UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG), consisting of about 115 military observers monitoring the ceasefire lines and a civilian component seeking to forge peace, was established in 1994 after an accord reached in Moscow ended fighting that had forced nearly 300,000 people to flee their homes.

At today’s meeting held in Sukhumi, where the Abkhaz have their headquarters, the two sides discussed concrete aspects of implementing existing agreements on the Kodori Valley and expressed their readiness to study new approaches and proposals. A UN helicopter was shot down in the Kodori valley in 2001 and all nine people on board were killed.

Both sides welcomed Ms. Tagliavini’s initiative to convene a special high-level Georgian-Abkhaz meeting on maritime issues, and agreed to hold the next meeting on security guarantees on 15 September in Tblisi, Georgia’s capital.

In his latest report to the Security Council last month Mr. Annan said progress in resolving the conflict remained “painfully slow” although there was “reason for cautious optimism in the longer term.” He said that “disappointingly there was no movement by the Abkhaz side on the core political question,” referring to its refusal to receive a paper on distributing “competences” between the two sides and its continued invocation of its unilateral “declaration of independence” of 1999.

* * *

Afghanistan

20 May – The top United Nations envoy for Afghanistan has urged international donors meeting in Doha, Qatar, to support the development of an Afghan police force that was better able to restore law and order and combat the misrule of local militias.

Speaking at a two-day conference on police reconstruction in Afghanistan, which wrapped up yesterday, Jean Arnault, the head of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), said there was a common consensus among Afghans for an expanded and better trained security force.

He added that, although much has been accomplished over the past two years, building a police force in Afghanistan remained a key task for the Afghan Government and its international partners.

* * *

Sustainable development

20 May – Women are the world’s great unsung conservationists, often outpacing men in their knowledge and nurturing of domestic and wild plants and animals, and it is thanks to them that many species survive while men sometimes turn to idling, gambling and drinking, according to a new United Nations book released today.

The book, Women and the Environment published by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), highlights the key role women play, especially in developing countries where they are the farmers, the feeders and the carers in their communities, relying on an intimate understanding of nature to fulfil their many and varied roles.

“Women, particularly in developing countries, are often in the front line in terms of overcoming poverty, managing the land and waterways and sustaining their communities,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said in remarks on the launching of the book at the third session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at UN Headquarters in New York.

“During times of stress and insecurity, it is generally the women who must forage further and further for food, water and fuel. During times of plenty, the fields and kitchen gardens they tend are mini-laboratories where domesticated and wild plants and animals are selected and tested for their agricultural and medicinal value,” he added.

Noting women’s central role as custodians of local and indigenous knowledge, Mr. Toepfer said their know-how is often undervalued and ignored. “Indeed, all too often women are treated as second-class citizens with less rights and a reduced status in respect to men. It is high time that national and international policies reflect gender differences and give far greater weight to the empowerment of women,” he added.

The book, published in association with the Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO), stresses that in pastoral societies, when cattle die, men migrate while women and children generally leave to hunt famine foods as well as pods and other tree products to sell in distant markets. “Other scenarios that result from loss of livestock involve men turning to idling, gambling and drinking cheap brew, leaving women as the sole breadwinners,” it adds.

Examples cited of women’s key role include Pakistan where women in the Kanak Valley can readily identify 35 medicinal plants; Sierra Leone where women can name 31 uses of trees on fallow land and in forests whereas men could only name eight; and Kenya where men’s traditional knowledge is actually declining as a result of formal schooling and emigration while women, given less access to formal education, are retaining the local indigenous knowledge and in many cases acquiring the men’s.

* * *

Decolonization

20 May – The United Nations General Assembly’s Special Committee on decolonization wrapped up its Pacific regional seminar after hearing some 51 conclusions and recommendations regarding the situation in the world’s 16 remaining non self-governing territories.

The three-day gathering in Papua New Guinea coincided with the Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories, and focused on practical steps to advance the decolonization process in Pacific-based territories. The case of Tokelau, which is making progress towards decolonization, was a chief topic of discussion.

Many of the recommendations and conclusions centred on role of the Special Committee, including a mid-term five year review of the implementation of the plan of action of the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, suggested for 2005. The seminar further recommended the Committee play a catalytic role in the search for a specific solution for each of the remaining non-self governing territories.

The participants also affirmed the need to jump start an awareness campaign aimed at fostering an understanding among the people of the territories about the options for self-determination. The role of UN information centres, particularly those in the Pacific and Caribbean regions, was highlighted as a way to disseminate information, promote public awareness and mobilize support for the United Nations work in the field of decolonization.

* * *

Soccer

20 May – On the 100th anniversary of FIFA, soccer’s international governing body, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today paid tribute to the organization for harnessing the power of a little leather ball to improve the lives of the world’s neediest children.

“FIFA has really stepped up for children by recognizing that soccer is more than just a game,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “In a world where far too many children suffer from poverty, armed conflict and AIDS, soccer can help rescue the part of childhood that includes the right to play.”

The alliance between UNICEF and the Fédération Internationale de Football Association began in 1999, and in 2002 FIFA dedicated the World Cup to UNICEF’s Say Yes for Children campaign. Nearly 95 million children and adults from around the world pledged their support during the campaign for the things all children need and should have.

This year UNICEF and FIFA will focus on bringing attention to the security of children affected by conflict. Football will be used to help build a protective environment for children – bringing communities together, rehabilitating former soldiers, providing safe places for children to vent frustrations and stress through play.

“Soccer is one of the few things that children adore that is actually good for them,” Ms. Bellamy said. “It teaches them peaceful ways to resolve conflicts, brings some normalcy to the lives of children affected by violence and natural disasters, and encourages physical and emotional development.”

In many countries, UNICEF uses soccer to educate children about HIV/AIDS, such as in Futbol para la Vida (Football for Life), an AIDS education programme in Honduras. In Colombia, UNICEF supports Futbol para la Paz (Football for Peace), a country-wide programme using the game to bridge communities. And during the armed conflicts in Afghanistan, Sierra Leone, Georgia, Sudan and the Balkans, football helped children cope with the stress and insecurity of conflict.

The FIFA Women’s World Cup in 2003 was dedicated to UNICEF’s education campaign and FIFA donated more than 600 “sport-in-a-box” kits containing everything needed for a game to support UNICEF worldwide programmes to help get as many girls as boys into school. In Guinea and Djibouti, for example, UNICEF is using the kits as a way of empowering girls and changing attitudes towards them.

* ** 

World Food Day

20 May – With biodiversity providing the key element for feeding some 800 million malnourished people in developing countries, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) announced today that “Biodiversity for Food Security” would be the theme of this year’s World Food Day.

“Biodiversity, essential for agriculture and food production, is threatened by urbanization, deforestation, pollution and the conversion of wetlands,” FAO said.

“This year’s World Food Day/TeleFood campaign will emphasize the importance of biodiversity for agriculture, food security and rural livelihoods, and especially for those populations living in marginal and harsh environments,” it added.

World Food Day, regularly observed in about 150 countries on 16 October, marks the founding of FAO in 1945.

About three-quarters of the genetic diversity found in agricultural crops have been lost over the last century, and of 6,300 animal breeds 1,350 are endangered or already extinct, giving rise for concern, FAO said. A dozen species of animals provide 90 per cent of the animal protein consumed globally and just four crop species provide half of plant-based calories in the human diet, it noted.

“Global efforts to conserve plants and animals in gene banks are vital,” it said. “But it is also important to maintain biodiversity on farms and in nature, where it can evolve and adapt to changing conditions or competition from other species.”

* * *

HIV/AIDS

20 May – Celebrated African musicians have come together to record a song in the hope of ending the spread of HIV/AIDS on the continent and helping to halve extreme poverty by 2015, the deadline by which the United Nations hopes to see marked improvements in the lot of the poor worldwide.

The musicians who gathered in Senegal’s capital, Dakar, from 16 to 20 May for the recording included Salif Keita of Mali, UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Goodwill Ambassador Youssou N’Dour and UN Development Programme (UNDP) Youth Emissary Baaba Maal, both of Senegal, Malouma Mint Meidah of Mauritania, Salif Keita of Mali and Cheb Mami of Algeria.

The artistes, cooperating under UNDP’s “Africa 2015 initiative,” will carry the message that Africa must mobilize urgently to meet new and old challenges not only in the group song – called “Africa 2015” and set for release in October – but also through new songs added to their individual repertoires.

UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown said only a general social mobilization could overcome the continent’s major problems. “We are at a critical juncture and can no longer afford the luxury of looking at the challenges of our world and continuing to do tomorrow what we did yesterday,” he stressed.

“Africa has immense talents, not only artistic but also intellectual and technical, as well as vast natural riches,” Djibril Diallo, Director of the UNDP Communications Office said. “It is therefore possible to approach the goal of having a new generation free of HIV/AIDS by the year 2015.”

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), endorsed at a UN summit in 2000, aim to reduce poverty and hunger by at least half, provide primary education for all children, reverse the spread of AIDS and other major diseases, manage the environment for the benefit of present and future generations and reduce child and maternal mortality, all by 2015.

* * *

Goodwill Ambassador

20 May – Hailed around the world as perhaps the most exciting keyboard talent to come along in years, Chinese pianist Lang Lang today joined the ranks of Goodwill Ambassadors who travel the world advocating human rights and a better life on behalf of youngsters and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Lang Lang joins the UN agency’s roster of current international Goodwill Ambassadors which also includes Shakira, Richard Attenborough, Roger Moore, Vanessa Redgrave, Harry Belafonte, Jessica Lange, Whoopi Goldberg, Leon Lai, Mia Farrow and Youssou N’Dour.

Celebrating Lang Lang’s appointment, UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy presented the Steinway Peace Piano, created by Steinway & Sons to benefit UNICEF through concerts and advocacy events.

Just 21, Lang Lang is considered to be one of the most exciting pianists of our time. He has played with all the major orchestras in the United States and was the first Chinese pianist to be engaged by the Berlin Philharmonic.

“We are thrilled that Lang Lang will devote his time and talents to improving the lives of children who live far from the concert halls of the world’s capitals,” Ms. Bellamy said. “Lang Lang has been an amazing ambassador for classical music, and I have no doubt that he will be an extraordinary ambassador for children as well.”

* *** *

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest
Our guest at today’s briefing is Paul Volcker, the Chairman of the Independent Inquiry Committee into the Iraq “oil-for-food” programme.  And he will be coming up here in just a few minutes after I finish my briefing to update you on the work of the Inquiry.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General
We’ll start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman on Côte d’Ivoire:

“The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by the disturbing turn of events in Côte d’Ivoire over the past few days, in particular with regard to the recent announcement by the President of suspension of support to the opposition ministers and the announcement by the Forces Nouvelles that they are withdrawing their remaining staff from Abidjan to Bouaké.

“The Secretary-General wishes to reiterate his appeals to all Ivorian parties to stop mutual recriminations, to implement faithfully their commitments under the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement and to immediately resume political dialogue, with a view to ensuring the effective functioning of the Government of National Reconciliation.  He calls on all parties concerned to desist from any action that may lead to further violence and confrontation, which would have tragic consequences for the people of Côte d’Ivoire and the West African region.

“The Secretary-General urges all parties in Côte d’Ivoire to cooperate with the Monitoring Committee and his Special Representative in the resumption of a meaningful dialogue and the resolution of outstanding issues on the basis of mutual respect and accommodation.”

**Brahimi
From Iraq, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, today met the representative in Iraq of the International Committee for the Red Cross, Pierre Gassmann.

Their discussion focused on the situation of detainees being held in Abu Ghraib and other prisons and detention centres in Iraq.  In this connection, a number of issues were discussed including due process rights, the whereabouts of the detainees and the conditions of their detention.

Brahimi said he was concerned about the situation of the detainees and had raised these issues publicly, both in Baghdad and in his report to the Security Council last month (27 April).  He urged the ICRC to engage with the new caretaker government to find solutions to all the outstanding problems regarding the detainees.

Brahimi also met a group of Iraqi former political prisoners, who had been imprisoned for over 10 years by the previous regime.  They briefed him on the specific problems facing former political prisoners and the lack of progress in the rehabilitation and compensation of victims of past human rights abuses.

He also met a group of representatives of the Turkmen community.

Brahimi and his team have been in Iraq for two weeks to assist with the formation of the new interim government to which sovereignty will be transferred on 30 June 2004.  He has been listening to the views of hundreds of Iraqis regarding the composition of this caretaker government, the idea of a national conference, and the electoral process.

Brahimi said he “trusts there is a good basis for consensus on a government that will effectively serve the interests of the Iraqi people for the forthcoming period of transition”.  Brahimi will continue this process of broad consultation until consensus is achieved on the composition, structure and powers of the interim government.

**Security Council
UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers gave an open briefing to the Security Council on the state of the world’s refugees, drawing attention to the humanitarian crises in Darfur, Sudan and West Africa.

He focused on how lines of conflict frequently run across State boundaries and in that context, urged the Security Council to pay greater attention to finding a formula for peacekeeping missions to operate in cross-border conflict situations, where appropriate and where endorsed by governments.  He cited as an example Chad, where there are strong indications that armed elements are operating on both sides of the border with Sudan.  Copies of his briefing are available in my office.

Ruud Lubbers said he would be available after the meeting at the stakeout microphone to take questions on his Council briefing.

**Security Council – Middle East
Late yesterday afternoon, the Security Council adopted a resolution expressing its grave concern at the destruction by Israel of homes in the Palestinian refugee camp of Rafah.

The resolution, which was adopted by a vote of 14 in favour, with 1 abstention, from the United States, calls on Israel to respect its obligations under international humanitarian law and insist that it not destroy homes contrary to that law.

The text also calls on both parties to implement their obligations under the “Road Map”.

**Security Council - Yesterday
In consultations yesterday, a draft resolution on the International Criminal Court was introduced.  Also on the subject of draft documents, a resolution on Burundi has been turned into “blue”.

**ManoRiverUnion
In a message to the Summit of the heads of State of the Mano River Union in Conakry, Guinea, the Secretary-General notes that as peace is being consolidated in Sierra Leone and gradually restored to Liberia, the time has come for the three-nation Union’s leaders to exercise the necessary political will to accelerate the development of their countries.  He asked them to cut off the flow of small arms and light weapons, to curtail the use of child soldiers, to stop the smuggling of goods and the trafficking of drugs and people, and to address, decisively, the culture of impunity.

**Somalia
Senior UN officials dealing with Somalia today expressed their deep regret and concern about recent factional fighting in Mogadishu, which has claimed the lives of dozens of innocent civilians, including women and children.

Winston Tubman, the Secretary-General’s Representative for Somalia, and UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator Maxwell Gaylard said they were shocked by the scale and ferocity of the fighting in Mogadishu.  At least 60 people are reported to have been killed and 200 injured, most of them civilians.

**Georgia
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Georgia, Heidi Tagliavini, chaired the third meeting of the Georgian and Abkhaz sides on security guarantees, today in the Georgian city of Sukhumi.

The Georgian and Abkhaz sides reiterated their commitment to the non-resumption of hostilities and the settlement of all disputes exclusively by peaceful means.  The sides discussed some concrete aspects of the implementation of existing agreements on the KodoriValley and expressed their readiness to study new approaches and proposals.

Both sides welcomed Tagliavini’s initiative to convene a special high-level Georgian-Abkhaz meeting on maritime issues.

And they agreed to hold the next meeting on security guarantees in Tblisi on 15 September.

**Afghanistan
A two-day conference on police reconstruction in Afghanistan wrapped up yesterday in Qatar.  The Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Jean Arnault, said that there is a common consensus among Afghans for a strong central government to be created to restore law and order and combat the misrule of local militias.

He added that, although much has been accomplished over the past two years, building a police force in Afghanistan remains a key task for the Afghan Government and its international partners.  We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Kabul.

**Environment – Women, The Great Conservationists
On the environment, women are the world’s great unsung conservationists, often outpacing men in their knowledge and nurturing of domestic and wild plants and animals.

This is the focus of a new book published by the UN’s Environment Programme (UNEP).  It notes that many species survive and remain in cultivation largely thanks to women who, especially in developing countries, are the farmers, the feeders and the caretakers in their communities.

The book, which contains case studies and anecdotes, will be launched today in the framework of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  And that event will take place in Conference Room 2 at 1:15.

**UNICEF - Soccer
Soccer:  To mark the 100th anniversary of FIFA, soccer’s international governing body, the head of the UN Children’s Fund, Carol Bellamy, said that FIFA has helped children by recognizing that soccer is more than just a game.

She says, “Soccer is one of the few things that children adore that is actually good for them.  It teaches them peaceful ways to resolve conflicts, brings some normalcy to the lives of children affected by violence and natural disasters, and encourages physical and emotional development”.

In 2004, UNICEF and FIFA will focus on bringing attention to the security of children affected by conflict.  Football will be used to help build a protective environment for children -– bringing communities together, rehabilitating former soldiers, providing safe places for children to vent frustrations and stress through play.  We have more in a press release upstairs.

**UNICEF – Goodwill Ambassador
Lang Lang, the 21-year-old Chinese pianist who has dazzled audiences throughout the world with his musical brilliance and youthful exuberance, was appointed UNICEF’s newest Goodwill Ambassador today.

**Sexual Harassment
Some unfinished business from yesterday:  I was asked yesterday how the UN defines sexual harassment.  The administrative instruction issued to every staff member of the United Nations in 1992 reads as follows: 

“Sexual harassment is defined as any unwelcome sexual advance, request for sexual favours or other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature, when it interferes with work, is made a condition of employment or creates an intimidating, hostile or offensive work environment.  It is particularly serious when behaviour of this kind is engaged in by any official who is in a position to influence the career or employment conditions (including hiring, assignment, contract renewal, performance evaluation or promotion) of the recipient of such attentions.”

**Iraq External Auditors
The second item yesterday asked about external auditors.

The External Board of Auditors is selected by the General Assembly.  Three Member States are selected every two years, who provide the staff for that Board, which does a range of audits, including of the oil-for-food programme.  In terms of the oil-for-food programme, the External Board of Auditors was required (under resolution 986) to audit the programme every six months, and send the results to the Secretary-General.  The Secretary-General would then share those results with the Government of Iraq and with the Security Council.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
Finally, a press conference tomorrow:  At 10:00, the Permanent Mission of Germany will be sponsoring a press conference by the NGO Coalition for the International Criminal Court.  And that regards Security Council resolution 1422 and 1487.

**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
And then our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Catherine Bertini, the Under Secretary-General for Management.  And she will be here to update you on Organization’s financial situation.

Any questions before we go to Paul Volcker?  Yes, Jim?

Questions and Answers

Question:  Very quickly, the draft resolution of the Security Council on the International Criminal Court, is that going to be discussed in the Council tomorrow?

Spokesman:  I’d have to check for you.  I don’t know.  Mark?  [The Spokesman later announced that the President of the Council confirmed that the resolution was expected to be discussed in consultations tomorrow.]

Question:  Does the Secretary-General support moves to roll over immunity for UN peacekeepers from the International Criminal Court?

Spokesman:  He is not going to interfere in the Council’s deliberations on that matter.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, Ahmad Chalabi has again today accused the UN and Lakhdar Brahimi, in particular, of trying to re-Baathify, as he said, Iraq.  How important is the re-Baathification of Iraq to the success of Brahimi’s mission?

Spokesman:  Mr. Brahimi is trying to encourage consensus among Iraqis for a representative interim government.  He has said in the past he thought that the de-Baathfication of Iraq was too extreme.  But he has no formula for how many former Baathists should be included.  He just thinks that he has to reach out to all factions in Iraq and put together an interim government of competent and honest people to carry though the transition until elections next January.

Question:  One more on de-Baathification and re-Baathfication.  To what extent would you say that Brahimi is convinced that future democratization of Iraq has to be sacrificed for the sake of stability by re-Baathifying Iraq?

Spokesman:  I don’t think that he would say that re-Baathification is necessarily a key to stability or that it undermines the future independence and integrity of Iraq.  Let him get on with his work.  He is doing this work behind the scenes.  He is trying to get Iraqis to choose their leaders.  He is just helping.  He is not naming names.  He is asking them to agree on names.  And let’s see if they can succeed by the end of this month, which is his goal.  Yes?

Question:  Do you know when the report on the investigation on the sexual harassment complaints against the High Commissioner will be finished?  The report, when will it come out?

Spokesman:  No.  They never say when they expect those things to be finished.  I know the High Commissioner has said he hopes it’s completed quickly.  But the work is ongoing.

Question:  And will he discuss it today in his meeting with the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  The purpose of that meeting is primarily to discuss the Darfur region of Sudan.  I can’t exclude that this will come up.  Yes, Mr. Abbadi?

Question:  Fred, is the Secretary-General concerned about the proliferation of the investigation panels and commissions at the United Nations?

Spokesman:  He has created panels as necessary.  And he will create more if necessary to see that this Organization’s integrity is protected both against unsubstantiated allegations, which we hope some of these investigations will clarify, clear up, and where there is guilt, he is prepared to take decisive action.

Mr. Volcker, do you want to come up?

* *** *
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Womensrole" ��Xinhuanet - UN calls for greater recognition of women's role in conservation�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sustainabledevelopment" ��ENN - Women in the Front Line in Quest for Sustainable Development�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Conservation" ��PANA – New book credits women with better conservation�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Fighting" ��Environmental Media Service - After the Fighting Stops, How Do We Heal the Earth's Battle Scars?�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Town" ��BusinessWorld - Small town best in the world��� HYPERLINK  \l "DiaMundial" ��Mas Noticias - Preparado Municipio para el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente��
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