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November 20, 2002 

        Environmental visionary, Ashok Khosla, presented with United Nations Environment Programme Prize at gala ceremony in New York 

Environmental visionary Ashok Khosla, who has created jobs for thousands of rural and urban poor in India,      was presented this evening with the prestigious 2002 United Nations Environment Programme Sasakawa      Environment Prize. 

      Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, called him a legend in the realm of sustainable development and  an individual who personifies the hopes and dreams of billions trapped in the indignity of acute depravation. 

      Dr. Khosla, who was presented with the $200,000 award at an evening gala at the American Folk Art      Museum in New York City, said that sustainable development cannot be achieved by "economic policies that  only nurture big, centralized, transportation-intensive, energy-guzzling, resource-wasting production      systems, it also needs local-level innovation". "By providing holistic solutions to development questions which  are rooted in improving people's livelihoods, and by showing how bridges can be built between civil society,  government and business, Dr. Khosla has made a major contribution to charting a path towards a sustainable  future, not just for the people of India, but worldwide", said United Nations Under-Secretary-General Iqbal  Riza, upon presenting the Award on behalf of Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 

      "Dr. Khosla's promotion of environmental research, impact assessments and management plans not only      helped the Government and people of India to address the environmental issues of a developing economy",      said Mr. Toepfer. "It helped bring some of the root causes of environmental problems - such as imbalances in global trade - onto the international agenda." 

      The prize monies will be used by Dr. Khosla to sustain the activities of Development Alternatives and      TARAhaat.com - the Internet portal for rural India - and help pave the way for their replication in other      parts of the developing world. 

      "His generosity as well as the ingenuity of his vision has made Dr. Khosla a worthy addition to the      distinguished list of UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize laureates", said Mr. Toepfer. 

      The evening's keynote address - the annual Pastrana Borrero Lecture - was delivered by Jan Pronk, former      Minister for the Environment of the Netherlands and Special Representative of the United Nations      Secretary-General to the World Summit  on Sustainable Development. Mr. Pronk spoke on the theme of "Security and Sustainability", exploring why  the Johannesburg Summit did not meet the expectations of so many. He called for a new vision of security  and sustainability that "implies mutual trust that justice will be maintained and secured for all people,  without any discrimination". 

      The UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize, sponsored by the Nippon Foundation and founded by the late Ryoichi Sasakawa, has been awarded annually since 1984 to individuals who have made outstanding global      contributions to the management and protection of the environment. 

      For more information, please contact: Eric Falt, Director/Spokesman UNEP Division of Communications and  Public Information, Tel: +254-2-623292, e-mail: eric.falt@unep.org or Jim Sniffen, UNEP Information Officer,   in New York, tel: +1-212-963-8094, mobile: 1-917-742-2218, e-mail: sniffenj@un.org. 

      For more information on the Sasakawa Environment Prize and complete texts of all of this evening's remarks,  please visit the UNEP Web site at www.unep.org/sasakawa2. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

November 20, 2002 Wednesday 

Uganda;  Tanzania Pays Price for Its Forests 

There is a noted increase in exploitation, pollution and contamination of the environment in both developing      and underdeveloped countries. 

      Presently, Africa suffers most due to these. To alleviate poverty, a people's participation and empowerment      based on a sound knowledge of their environment is necessary. 

      Located just below the equator, in the East African region, Tanzania covers an area of 946,087sq km.      Tanzania houses the show-capped Mt. Kilimanjaro with 5,950M above sea level, on the north. 

      With struggling economic conditions, her national economy is based on small- holder farmers with 80 percent active population who produce the bulk of food and export crops, under the dictates of tropical soils and  climate.       Farmers in Tanzania have developed skills and found ways to derive their livelihoods from the bio-diversity on  land, water and air bodies. 

      Indeed, there is an international growing concern over the unprecedented loss of biological diversity      throughout the world. 

      Coastal and catchment forests, protected and semi-arid areas and wetlands, are some of the five areas in      Tanzania identified (under UNEP'S 1994 guidelines for the country's bio-diversity studies) as being sensitive      areas. 

      They are critical zones for providing breeding / feeding, protection of threatened or rare species, regulating      and purifying water flow, and providing protection of steep slopes. 

      Species diversify is a concept of variety of living organism on earth as measured by accounts, for host of     wild and domesticated plant and animals, aquatic life and products and by - products of plants and animals. 

      The conservation of biological diversity is a common concern of humankind and an integral part of any      country's development process. 

      Generally, Tanzania's biological diversity is under threat. Poverty is regarded as both a cause - and -effect      factor to this threat to her biological diversity. 

      Often than not, the human impact and interference on bio-diversity supersedes natural forces. 

      Most African governments are blind to the fact that conservation is not simply putting aside natural areas on  their own devices. It requires care and is thus an expensive programme. 

      This is probably why when investment in the environment declines, the degree of biological diversity falls,      hence an increase in environmental problems - triggering a vicious circle of poverty and resource degradation. 

      There's need for African governments to closely harmonise both development goals and ecological      conservation, with economic and social decisions 

      . 

      Further escalation of environmental damage into widespread and irreversible socio-economic and      environmental disaster should be prevented. 

      In Africa, the importance of environmental education is slowly becoming a necessity as individuals gain      awareness of their environs by acquiring knowledge, values, experiences and appropriate skills. 

      The good lesson Tanzanians are learning is that bio-diversity conservation can be achieved through      effective environmental education. 

      Tanzania's current conservation initiatives are aimed at capacity building, restoration, rehabilitation, creation of awareness and facilitation/enhancement of sustainable utilisation. 

      In the East African region, environmental education is seen as that type of development that doesn't      threaten the survival of future generations as it meets the needs of the present one. 

      Tanzanians view environmental education as based on better understanding of the relationship between      development and the environment, especially biological resources. 

      Environmental education concepts, skills and values, are therefore strictly undertaken as a means of      improving the quality of her citizenry's life. It provides a continuous process of conserving environment. 

      Consequently, it will (in effect) help protect and manage dwindling Tanzania's resources. 

      Tanzania's erosion of resources has resulted into a state of deprivation. These set into motion factors like      illiteracy, inadequate water supply, poor malnutrition, unemployment, environmental degradation and low      incomes. 

      The refugee crisis in recent years has also affected Tanzania's socio- economic and environmental standing.  A behavioural change towards the environment needs to be inculcated in the country's citizens. Of priority,  perhaps, should be the conservation of nature, wildlife and genetic resources. 

      Most of Tanzania's bio-diversity conservation programmes are sector -administered at ministerial, regional or district levels. Leading sectors include: agriculture, forestry, fisheries, wildlife, water and lands. 

      The National Environment Management Council (NEMC) is the leading institution charged with the      responsibility of incorporating other institutions to promote, oversee, catalyse and co-ordinate environmental      issues in national education system at all levels.

_______________________________________________________________________________

ENS

World Heritage Biodiversity Hot Spots to Get $15M 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, November 20, 2002 (ENS) - Places that are the richest in  their variety of unique animals and plants are often the places most  jeopardized by development, even though they may be designated as World  Heritage sites by the United Nations. 

                      To protect and conserve these most threatened biodiversity hot spots,  Conservation International and the United Nations Foundation have formed a  new three year, $15 million partnership. 

The southern muriqui Brachyteles arachnoides is  one of the most threatened primates in Brazil's                                                Atlantic Forest. (Photo by Haroldo Palo, Jr. courtesy Conservation International)

                                                The partnership was announced Friday in Venice at an international congress                                                entitled "World Heritage 2002: Shared Legacy, Common Responsibility"  hosted by the UN Educational,                                                Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to marks its 30th anniversary. 

                      As presented jointly by president of the UN Foundation, Timothy Wirth, and president of Conservation International, Russell Mittermeier, the partnership  aims to enhance the impact of the 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention,  which works with UN member countries to identify and protect sites of natural or cultural heritage. 

                      Working with UNESCO, the UN Foundation and Conservation International  (CI) seek to collaborate on the development of projects in proposed or existing natural World Heritage Sites. Of the 730 designated World Heritage  Sites, 144 have been inscribed as natural sites. 

                      UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said, "By partnering with the  World Heritage Centre, the UN Foundation has strengthened our capacities to  reach our objectives and attract new partners for World Heritage conservation." 

                      The principle aim of the World Heritage Congress was the development of  just such targeted partnerships for site protection and preservation, Matsuura  said. 

                                       UN Foundation president Timothy Wirth spent more than 20 years serving in the U.S. Congress, first as a Congressman and  then as a Senator, representing Colorado. (Photo courtesy UN                                      Foundation)

                                       Wirth said, "These partnerships help sustain both communities and the future of humanity by  preserving our world's most treasured resources." 

                                       Created to administer Ted Turner's $1 billion pledge  in support of the United Nations, the UN Foundation  promotes replicable conservation approaches, builds greater public awareness about the need to protect  biodiversity, and creates effective partnerships to bring additional resources  to World Heritage sites. 

                      The UN Foundation has identified the conservation of biodiversity as one of its top priorities, and is supporting World Heritage sites through strategic  grant making. 

                      Primate scientist Russell Mittermeier is president of Conservation International. (Photo courtesy CI)

                      "With 16 out of 25 global biodiversity hotspots  having World Heritage Sites, this partnership will be tremendously beneficial in providing the essential on-the-ground work to protect them," said CI's                     Mittermeier, a primatologist who chairs the Primate Specialist Group of the IUCN-World Conservation                     Union Species Survival Commission 

                      CI's strategic focus emphasizes protection of the  world's 25 global biodiversity hotspots, where more  than 60 percent of all terrestrial species diversity is found within just 1.4 percent of the Earth's land surface. 

                      "This is exactly the kind of important partnership Conservation International  welcomes to successfully implement our global ecosystem approach of conserving biodiversity," said Mittermeier. 

                      Nearly half the world's vascular plant species and one-third of terrestrial vertebrate species are endemic to 25 hotspots of biodiversity, but none of  these hotspots has more than one-third of its habitat remaining intact, says  CI. Once these hotspots covered 12 percent of the earth's land surface, but  today they cover only 1.4 percent. 

                      The Everglades National Park in the United  States was inscribed on the List of UNESCO                      World Heritage in Danger in 1993. It has suffered extensive damage due to urban growth, pollution from fertilizers, mercury poisoning of  fish and wildlife, and a fall in water levels caused by flood protection measures. (Photo courtesy UNESCO)

                      Up to $15 million will support initiatives developed collaboratively by the UN  Foundation, Conservation International, and UNESCO's World Heritage Center. They will target regions where focus could generate significant  conservation results. 

                      A recent collaboration between the UN Foundation, CI, and Flora and Fauna International led to the Cambodian government's decision to designate a  1,000,000 acre (402,000 hectare) area in southwestern Cambodia's Central Cardamom Mountains as a protected area. 

                      The Cardamoms, which Cambodia plans to nominate as a World Heritage site,  are inhabited by most of Cambodia's large mammals and half of the country's  birds, reptiles and amphibians. 

                      Visit each of the 25 biodiversity hotspots at:  http://www.biodiversityhotspots.org/ 

                      The UN Foundation is found online at: http://www.unfoundation.org/ 

                      UNESCO's World Heritage Sites are online at:   www.unesco.org/whc/heritage.htm ___________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

OECD targets Australia soil acidity, barrier reef
  SYDNEY - The OECD has thrown an international spotlight on threats to Australia's Great Barrier Reef caused by increased soil acidity  stemming from vast sugarcane plantations along the eastern Pacific coast. 

  A meeting of international experts in the tropical east coast town of Ballina last week highlighted soil acidity as an Australian problem serious enough to rival the better-known blight of dryland salinity, conference organisers said. 

  The meeting of scientists, economists and other experts highlighted a gap between sugarcane growers, who farm the 2,000 - kilometer  (1,200-mile)-long coastal strip that runs parallel to the Barrier Reef, and conservationists who claim runoff from farmed land is damaging the coral barrier. 

  "Some farmers saying you can't be green when you're in the red' became the key focus of the workshop," said conference organiser Alice  Woodhead, referring to cane farmers who are reeling from the global sugar market slump. 

  However, specialists from the Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development said the gap between growers and  conservationists was narrowing. 

  "Some cane growers...are really trying to do something about it," said Professor James Lynch of the co-operative research programme at  the Paris-based OECD. "Everybody knows that pH (acidity) has got to come down." 

  Eighty percent of the Great Barrier Reef catchment supports agricultural production, which has resulted in destruction of wetlands,  nutrient runoff, erosion and stress to the coral, said Sheriden Morris of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority. 

  DRYLAND SALINITY TOO 

  "There's a rather specific situation in Australia, particularly with acid soils which are causing problems," Lynch told Reuters this week.  "We will continue to monitor that from the headquarters in Paris." 

  Up to 24 million hectares (59 million acres) of surface soil in Australia are extremely acidic, while up to six million hectares have both  extremely acidic surface and subsoil layers, according to the government body the National Land & Water Resources Audit. 

  This is five to six times the area affected by dryland salinity, a focus of concern as salt rises to the surface from underground water tables,  destroying crops. 

  Both soil acidification and dryland salinity increase when land is developed for agriculture. 

  Soil acidification can result from excessive leaching of soil nitrate, harvesting plants and animals that would otherwise have a neutralising  effect on the soil, and adding organic acids. 

  It can be managed through applying lime and growing acid tolerant plants. 

  The OECD did not intend to move into regulation, Lynch said. 

  But the Ballina conference would increase international observation and cooperation on the issue of Australian soil acidification and the  barrier reef, he said. 

___________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Bad weather stalls oil salvage

               It is hoped the thick fuel oil will solidify on the sea bed  Poor weather has been hampering efforts to prevent oil  from the tanker, Prestige, from causing more  environmental damage. 

               Heavy seas and strong winds have disrupted plans by  fishermen on Spain's north-west coast to form a  makeshift boom with their boats to prevent oil slicks  from reaching the shoreline. 

               Larger vessels, equipped  to scoop up oil out at sea,   have also been forced back into port. 

               More than 80 kilometres  (50 miles) of coastline in   the province of Galicia  have already been               blackened by oil since the   Prestige was damaged and   began losing its cargo   during a storm last               Wednesday. 

               A second slick formed on Tuesday, after the tanker  split in two and began to  sink about 210km off the  Spanish coast. 

               The BBC's Nick Adcock, reporting from the port of  Finisterre, says the storm conditions could be beneficial  in that they will help to disperse the slicks and clear oil  from some of the polluted headlands. 

               But environmentalists are warning that  underwater pressure may rupture the fuel containers which went down with the tanker,  releasing thousands more tons of oil into the  ocean. 

               Fishing ban 

               About 90 beaches have been affected so far  and Spain says it will cost more than $40m to clean them. 

               Fishing has been banned for at least one month along  the 100km stretch of  coastline from Roncudo to Cape Tourinan. 

               Ecologists, soldiers and  volunteers are working to  rescue tar-coated sea birds  and clear the sticky sludge which is blackening the  coastline. 

               The accident has prompted urgent international calls for  tighter controls on the  movement of single-hulled  oil tankers like the Prestige in coastal waters. 

               Winds forecast 

               Reconnaissance planes are flying over the area where the tanker sunk - which is 3.5km deep - to monitor the  second slick. They are expected to determine the size of the spill which emerged on Tuesday. 

               Salvage workers believe it  is the Prestige's own fuel that has leaked into the  Atlantic Ocean, rather than its cargo. 

               It remains unclear if the oil  inside the Prestige will disperse if the ship breaks  up further. So far, Spanish officials say, there have   been no new leaks. 

               Environmentalists warn that  if the entire cargo of some 77,000 metric tons spills,  the resulting damage could   be double that caused in   the Exxon Valdez disaster  off the coast of Alaska in 1989 - one of the worst  ever. 

               There have been other  spills of greater volume, but their impact has been lessened by such factors               as severe weather conditions. 

               Experts say the low sea  temperature may delay the  seepage of oil from the  compartments that split               and might even solidify the cargo. 

               The Spanish Prime Minister,  Jose Maria Aznar, has vowed  to make whoever is  responsible pay for Spain's  worst shipping disaster in 10  years. 

               But the Chief Executive of Smit Salvage, the Dutch  company which tried to save  the ship, has riticised the Spanish Government for its  decision to move the ship away from the Spanish coast.

               "The structural damage was  certainly not improved by the  five days of towing into  heavy seas," Hans van Rooy  said. 

               Single-hulled tankers are not  due to be outlawed in Europe  for another 13 years, but  Spain has said it will push for  the proposed European Union ban to be brought forward.

______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Kazakhstan eyes EU  N-waste

               Nuclear wastes excite passions, as here in Germany

Kazakhstan, a country deeply scarred by the legacy of  the nuclear arms race, plans to import other countries'               civil nuclear waste. 

               It hopes to earn enough from the trade to pay for the disposal of its own waste stockpile. 

               But it has no depository able to accept any waste consignments from abroad. 

               And it appears ready to flout international regulations on nuclear waste treatment. 

               To the dismay of many Kazakhs, the country's Parliament is to be  asked to amend the existing law               banning the import and burial of  foreign radioactive waste. 

               The company responsible for running the import programme, assuming it is  approved, is Kazatomprom,  the national nuclear company. 

               Its president, Mukhtar Dzakishev, says cleaning up the country's own nuclear waste mountain of more than 220  million tonnes will cost $1.1bn, a sum Kazakhstan says  it cannot afford. 

               He believes importing waste could earn Kazakhstan  $30-40bn over the next 30 years. 

               Risk refuted 

               Mr Dzakishev said: "We will charge $5,000 per 200-litre  barrel of waste, giving us a profit of $4,000. 

               "We'll be dealing only with low- and intermediate-level waste,  which will become harmless in     1,000 years. 

               "None of the wastes will  contain plutonium, and we can bury them temporarily in shallow pits, old uranium  mines, until a depository is  built for them at Aktau on  the Caspian." 

               Nirex, the UK's nuclear  waste disposal company,  says intermediate waste   may include spent reactor fuel which contains  plutonium. 

               That has a half-life of 200,000 years, and in the UK any such waste must be buried in deep depositories. 

               The main Soviet nuclear test site during the Cold War was in Kazakhstan, at Semipalatinsk. 

               Nearly five-hundred nuclear bombs were detonated at Semipalatinsk, the world's biggest nuclear testing  ground, during its working life, and the Kazakh Government estimates that more than a million people  were exposed to radiation as a result. 

               Many people living near the site suffered birth defects or cancers because of the tests, although they were not  told what was happening at the site. 

               International controls claim 

               Semipalatinsk, which was so secret that it did not even    appear on maps of Kazakhstan, was closed in 2000. 

               Mr Dzhakishev said cancer rates in Kazakhstan had  risen by 8.3% in the last five years. 

               He told BBC News Online: "It  will take six months to a year before parliament can amend  the existing legislation on waste  imports. 

               "Then we shall be able to announce we have sites  conforming to international standards for these               categories of waste. 

               "The trade will be  controlled by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The imports could start within a  year of the parliamentary  vote." 

               Russian rival 

               The IAEA, which is based in Vienna, said it had  discussed the issue of importation with the Kazakh              Government, but added: "It cannot be said that the IAEA has encouraged Kazakhstan to pursue importing               radioactive waste." 

               The role at the IAEA was to explain the international  safety regime and the requirements for disposal, the  agency said. 

               Professor Alexei Yablokov is a member of the Russian  Academy of Sciences, and president of his country's Centre for Environmental Policy. 

               He said he thought Kazakhstan's neighbours would  refuse to allow waste imports to cross their territory. 

               He said: "It's a big problem. You will look in the eyes of  the entire world not only eccentric, but half-witted." 

               Last year, the Russian president, Vladimir Putin, signed  a controversial law on nuclear imports, paving the way

               for thousands of tonnes of spent fuel to enter Russia.  But Kazakhstan hopes to beat him to it.

______________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

November 21, 2002

Flash floods displace 3,000 in southern Somalia 

Mogadishu, Somalia (PANA) - Some 3,000 people have been rendered homeless by floods from heavy rains in Somalia's southern Juba region. A resident Engineer said Wednesday the worst hit areas were Buale, Afmadow, Jamame and Gelib. He said food shortage was looming amid fears of outbreak of diseases because of lack of medical care. The floods have also washed away farm crops and a major road linking Kismayu and the Somali capital, Mogadishu. The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) office has warned, "if the rains continue as predicted, Somalia will face a serious humanitarian situation."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng028101&dte=20/11/2002
Our Whales Are On the Right Track

Cape Argus (Cape Town): RIGHT on! Our Right whale population is doing brilliantly and proving that whatever birds and bees do, they can manage just as well. This was proved by last month's aerial survey of Southern Right whales off the Cape coast led by marine scientist Peter Best, a programme he started back in 1979. This year, Cape Town-based Best of Pretoria University's Mammal Research Institute, and colleague Simon Elwen spotted an incredible 845 Southern Rights, including 239 cow-calf pairs. This is 20% more than last year, and an analysis of these figures confirms that the population of this species is increasing at about 7% - close to the maximum biologically possible. The latest increase puts the South African population at about 3 000.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211200248.html
Ministry Organises Workshop On Pollutants

Daily Trust (Abuja): A training workshop of Task Teams of Inventories of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) aimed at building capacity for data generation and analysis for sound management of POPs was held in Abuja recently. The workshop was a follow-up to the National

Inception Workshop on the Enabling Activities to facilitate early action on the implementation of Stockholm convention on POPs held in Abuja in August this year. According to Dr. Okopido the ministry of environment is presently undertaking various projects which include integrated waste management facilities studies in fifteen Nigeria cities, studies on efficient treatment facilities in four cities, as well as provision of incineration facilities at the National Orthopaedic hospital and the National institute for Medical Research, Lagos. The ministry, in conjunction with UNEP chemicals is executing dioxin and Furan inventory project in Nigeria worth $15,000, and also jointly executing a $39,000 biomedical and hospital wastes project with the secretariat of the Basel convention and WHO. Last month, the minister said, the ministry received approval for a $25,000 grant from UNEP chemicals to commence action on the African stockpile project (ASP)

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211200480.html
Lion's Fate Rests With High Court

The Namibian (Windhoek): THE fate of a young lion accused of killing a Namib Desert farm worker a month ago is now up to the High Court. Judge Sylvester Mainga has reserved judgement in a case in which the almost two-year-old male lion and a three-year-old female leopard played the central roles late yesterday afternoon. That was after he had heard a day of legal arguments on whether a previous court order on the animals' stay on a farm in the Namib Desert should be revoked or not.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211200372.html
______________________________________________________________________________________

ROE  MEDIA  UPDATE

General Environment News

Le "Prestige" a entièrement coulé avec ses 70 000 tonnes de fioul

Le Monde, 20 novembre: Le pétrolier libérien Prestige a complètement coulé mardi dans l'Atlantique avec sa cargaison de quelque 70 000 tonnes de fioul, par 3 500 mètres de fond et à 270 km des côtes de Galice (Espagne), risquant de provoquer une très importante catastrophe écologique.

http://www.lemonde.fr/article/0,5987,3214--298868-,00.html
UK, Spain and troubled waters

Financial Times, 20 November: The Rock of contention between Britain and Spain hoves into view again. Loyola de Palacio, Spain's European commissioner, was quick to criticise Gibraltar over the environmental disaster threatened by the stricken oil tanker, Prestige, off Spain's coast - infuriating British diplomats in the process.

http://news.ft.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=FT.com/StoryFT/FullStory&c=StoryFT&cid=1035873376422&p=1012571727092
Race to contain tanker disaster

An armada of tugs and clean-up vessels from around Europe has approached the scene, about 210 kilometres (130 miles) off the Spanish coast, but huge waves have prevented them containing surface oil.

The Spanish Prime Minister, Jose Maria Aznar, has vowed to make whoever is responsible pay for Spain's worst shipping disaster in 10 years. 

Single-hulled tankers are not due to be outlawed in Europe for another 13 years, but Spain has said it will push for the proposed European Union ban to be brought forward. 

The French President, Jacques Chirac, called for "draconian measures" to prevent such shipping disasters. "I am horrified by the inability of those in charge, politically, nationally and particularly at European level, to take action to stem the laxity which permits these ships fit only for the dustbin to carry on," he said.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2494013.stm
Rich ecosystem in jeopardy

The slick has hit one of the most sensitive maritime ecosystems around the Spanish coast, affecting sea mammals such as dolphins as well as birds, fish and shellfish and one of Europe’s richest coral reefs. 

The shoreline between Cape Finisterre and La Coruña, known as the Coast of Death because of its many shipwrecks, is home to one of Europe’s largest populations of black-legged kittiwakes, as well as other seabirds such as cormorants and gannets, all of which are at risk from the smothering effect of emulsified oil and a poisoned food chain. 

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,3-485407,00.html
FACTBOX - Deadline for phasing out Prestige-style tankers

BRUSSELS - Following the partial sinking of the oil tanker Prestige off the Galician coast, the Spanish government said on Tuesday it would push for an accelerated ban on that type of single-hull vessel. 

This is the current timetable for phasing out such ships, agreed by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) in May 2001 after the Erika oil spill off northern France in December 1999, compared with previous phase-out dates. (Source: European Commission). Former IMO New IMO 

Category 1 2007/2012* 2005/ 2007* (if CAS - see notes) 

Category 2 2026 2010/ 2015* (if CAS) 

Category 3 No deadline 2015 

* The later deadline applies to vessels of that category that have passed a Condition Assessment Scheme (CAS). 

Category 1: Crude oil tankers of 20,000 tonnes dwt (dead weight tonnes) and above and oil product carriers of 30,000 tonnes dwt and above not equipped with segregated ballast tanks. (The Prestige is a Catergory 1 vessel) 

Category 2: Crude oil tankers of 20,000 tonnes dwt and above and oil product carriers of 30,000 tonnes dwt and above equipped with segregated ballast tanks. 

Category 3: Crude oil tankers of 5,000-20,000 tonnes dwt and oil product carriers of 5 000-30 000 tonnes dwt. 

Category 2 and 3 tankers that are partly equipped with double sides or double bottoms may operate internationally beyond 2015, but only to the age of 25 years or to 2017, but countries can ban these vessels from their ports. 

The 15 EU Member States declared they would implement that right from 2015, banning single-hull oil tankers from EU ports. Cyprus and Malta, candidate countries to join the EU in 2004 made similar commitments in the IMO, the Commission said. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18684/story.htm
Law on adverse environmental effect

Oreanda, Moscow, 18 November, Russian State Douma prepared a draft law on adverse environmental effect.  The draft law provides for compensation for environmental damage caused by economic activities.  The notion "adverse environmental effect" includes polluting atmospheric emissions, waste water discharge, waste discharge, electromagnetic, radioactive, vibration action. The draft law also provides for economic measures encouraging reduction of adverse environmental effect.

http://www.oreanda.ru/newsline/free/2002/11/18/110391_17.html
Viagra may help to save endangered species

LONDON - Viagra, the anti-impotence drug that has pepped up the sex lives of humans, may also help to save endangered animal species - Conservationists say the popularity of Pfizer's Inc blockbuster drug could reduce demand for animal parts used in traditional Chinese medicines to treat impotence.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18675/story.htm
British otters make comeback in urban waterways

LONDON - Britain's recovering otter population is venturing from the countryside into urban rivers, attracted by plentiful food supplies and improving water quality, a survey has found.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18665/story.htm
______________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR  THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by the Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General, Hua Jiang, and the Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly, Richard     Sydenham.

           Briefing by Deputy Spokesman for Secretary-General

           Good Afternoon.

           **Statement on Cyprus

           The following statement was issued yesterday, and I'd like to read

     it into the record.

           "Last November the 11th, when the Secretary-General conveyed to the Cypriot leaders his proposal to bridge the gaps between them and  break the deadlock in negotiations, he asked them to convey their reaction     to Mr. de Soto, his Special Adviser, within a week.

           "On Monday, the Secretary-General received a letter from Mr. Clerides expressing his readiness to begin negotiations without delay on  the basis of the document that is before the two leaders.  He has not yet     received such an indication from the Turkish Cypriot side.

           "We understand that Mr. Denktash remains hospitalised in New York and that he requires consultations before he can provide the United Nations with the reaction that was requested.

           "The Secretary-General is very concerned.  A way to get  negotiations under way needs to be found urgently, because further delay could result in the disappearance of the opportunity that is at hand.  The     plan the Secretary-General has submitted has a calendar designed to allow the parties to seize this opportunity, and that requires the main  issues to be resolved prior to the Copenhagen European Council.  The  calendar is part and parcel of the plan.

           "The Secretary-General has asked Mr. de Soto, his Special Adviser, to meet him in Europe at the end of the week so as to take stock and examine what the United Nations can do to bring the process forward."

           **Cyprus

           Out on the racks is the Secretary-General’s latest report on UN operations in Cyprus. In it he reviews the operations of the UN  peacekeeping force, including its many humanitarian activities which have     brought together thousands of Greek and Turkish Cypriots in the buffer zone.  UN peacekeepers also performed humanitarian tasks in support of  Greek Cypriots and Maronites living in the north and Turkish Cypriots living in the south.

           Despite the recent calm along the ceasefire lines, the Secretary-General recommends a further extension by six months of the force’s mandate.  He considers the UN force’s presence on the island as  essential to the maintenance of the ceasefire between the two sides.

           We expect the Security Council to hold closed consultations on Friday morning to discuss the mandate renewal.

           **UNMOVIC

           Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission, and Mohammed ElBaradei, the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency, and some of     their colleagues left Baghdad at  8 a.m. local time this morning for     Larnaca, Cyprus.  Shortly after arriving, the two paid a courtesy call to the  President of the Republic of Cyprus, Glafcos Clerides.

           Mr. Blix will then leave Larnaca today for London, where he is to chair another meeting of the European Bank of Reconstruction and Development’s Chernobyl Shelter Fund, on Thursday, 21 November.  On  Friday, 22 November, Mr. Blix is expected to have meetings at the British  Foreign Office. 

           **Statement on Latest Mideast Violence

           We have a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           "The Secretary-General deplores the violence that killed at least seven Palestinian civilians, including three teenage children, and wounded  a dozen more yesterday and today in the West Bank town of Tulkarem.      Six of the deaths came during an Israeli military raid last night which killed  a suspected militant.  The Secretary-General once again urges the Government of Israel to desist from the use of excessive force in civilian areas.

           "The Secretary-General calls on the parties to refrain from acts of violence, provocation and retaliation.  He remains convinced that the use of force, irrespective of its target, will not yield victory for either side of this  terrible conflict.  Violence only deepens anger, bitterness and distrust,  while making more distant the prospects for peace between Israelis and     Palestinians.  In accordance with their obligations under international law, both sides must adopt every possible measure to protect civilian life.

           "The Secretary-General once again emphasises that a political settlement remains the only viable solution to the conflict."

           **Secretary-General’s Travels

           The Secretary-General is in Croatia today, where, upon arriving at Zagreb International Airport, he dedicated a memorial to the members of the UN personnel who had lost their lives while serving in the former     Yugoslavia, and said that a new era was emerging in the region since their sacrifice.  He said, in comments that we have available upstairs, “Even at  the darkest hour of the conflict, it was the hope of a new era, based on     tolerance, diversity and human rights, that sustained our peacekeepers.”

           He then met with President Stjepan Mesic, and the two held a  press encounter following their meeting; and we hope to receive a  transcript of that encounter later today.

           In the afternoon, the Secretary-General met with Croatian Prime  Minister Ivica Racan.  The Secretary-General welcomed Croatia’s efforts to  improve its relations with its neighbours.  The Prime Minister told him that  he expected a final agreement on the Prevlaka peninsula in a matter of days.  The two also discussed refugees, internally displaced persons and  the missing.

           After a brief meeting with Parliament Speaker Zlatko Tomcic, the Secretary-General then addressed the Croatian Parliament, saying that it  was encouraging for him to return to Croatia to see how much has     changed in the seven years since he last saw the country.  He noted that Croatia was now at peace with all its neighbours and voiced his confidence

     that it will live up to its other international obligations and be “a factor of stability in the region”.  He then met with Foreign Minister Tonino Picula,  who thanked the UN for its peacekeeping and humanitarian work that has been done over the past decade.  And he is also to meet with UN staff in Zagreb.

           Earlier today, the Secretary-General met privately in Belgrade with the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, Carla Del Ponte, and also chatted with Tribunal staff in   Belgrade, pointing out that its work does not target a nation or a people, but individual criminals.  He also met with the heads of UN agencies and UN staff in that city, before leaving for Croatia.

           Yesterday, after the Secretary-General met with Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica in Belgrade, he spoke to the press and said  he believed that Yugoslavia was making progress in creating a nation  based on the rule of law, democracy and human rights.  He said that he and Kostunica had discussed the relationship with the Tribunal, and he  added, “We both hope that this issue will be settled as quickly as  possible.”  We have the transcript of his comments upstairs.

           Today, Nane Annan, the Secretary-General's wife, visited the main  children's hospital in Zagreb, where she spoke with staff about their trauma  work to help young victims of child abuse and violence.  She also met     volunteers who take and refer child abuse calls from the public, as well as  young people working as peer educators to warn their friends and peers of  the dangers of HIV/AIDS.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council has not scheduled any meetings or consultations today. Tomorrow, it has scheduled an open meeting to discuss Bougainville,  Papua New Guinea.

           **State of World’s Vaccines and Immunization

           The World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Bank today launched "The State of the World’s Vaccines and Immunization" in Dakar, Senegal.  The report     shows that, while vaccines are the cheapest way of controlling the spread of infectious diseases, they are not reaching those that need them most.   Low donor investment is cited by the report as a major reason for the huge gaps in immunization coverage between rich and poor countries.  While children in developed countries have access to newer, more expensive vaccines for major childhood diseases, in sub-Saharan Africa only half the children have access to basic immunization against common diseases like  tuberculosis and measles.  Measles alone causes the deaths of more than 700,000 children a year.

           The report says the current external aid to developing countries for immunization is $1.6 billion, but with the addition of $250 million a year at least 10 million more children would be reached with basic vaccines.  A  further $100 million a year would cover the cost of newer vaccines.

           We have more information in the press kit available upstairs.  A  copy of the report is included in the kit.

           **Universal Children’s Day

           Today is Universal Children’s Day, the day on which the  anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child is observed.  To  mark the occasion, Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of UNICEF, said this     year’s celebrations would be dedicated to the idea that children everywhere have the right to play.  “The idea that many children grow up with no  memory of play in their lives at all”, she said, “ is a staggering reminder of how badly we have failed our children.”  We have a press release with more  information.

           **Award

           Yesterday evening, the Secretary-General issued a message, delivered by Chef de Cabinet Iqbal Riza, congratulating the winner of this  year’s UN Environment Programme Sasakawa Prize, Ashok Khosla, who  founded in India the first national environmental agency in the developing  world.  In congratulating Khosla, the Secretary-General stressed the challenge to implement what was agreed at this summer’s World Summit     on Sustainable Development, to achieve “a safer, more equitable future for all people”.

           The message is available upstairs, as is another message delivered late yesterday on a new exhibition remembering veteran US diplomat Ralph Bunche.

           Press Releases

           The Food and Agriculture Organization today warned that, despite  recent progress in the eradication of rinderpest –- a devastating livestock disease -– there is still a risk of the disease breaking out of its last

     stronghold in north-eastern Kenya and southern Somalia.  The disease cannot be transmitted to humans, but can contribute to famine by wiping out whole herds belonging to small-scale farmers or tribal herders who     depend on cattle for their livelihoods.  And we have a press release with  more details.

           **Panel Discussion

           There are two panel discussions tomorrow to which I’d like to draw your attention.

           First, at 10:30 a.m. in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium,  there will be a discussion to mark the observance on 3 December of the  International Day of Disabled Persons, dealing with the theme of     “Independent Living and Sustainable Livelihoods”.  Then, starting at 1:15   p.m. in Conference Room 6, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and  Social Affairs Nitin Desai will moderate a panel discussion on the ethical  approaches to global problems advocated in a new book, Candles in the  Dark, and several contributors to that book will speak.

           **Signing

           This morning, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines signed the  Protocol on Trafficking in Persons and the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants, both supplementing the UN Convention against Transnational     Organized Crime.  The event was postponed from last Friday.

           World Chronicle

           World chronicle programme number 875 with Andras Szollosi-Nagy, Deputy Assistant Director-General for Natural Sciences and  Coordinator of Environmental Programmes, UNESCO, will be shown today     at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

           UNCA

           This is an UNCA reminder, the executive committee will meet at 2  p.m. today to prepare for the forthcoming elections.

           And that is all I have got for you, any questions?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Can you tell us when Mr. Denktash would give an answer to the Secretary-General?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I have no information on that.

           Question:  Yesterday, he sent a letter asking for an extension.   Are you going to give him the extension?

           Deputy Spokesman:  The Secretary-General said in the statement that was issued yesterday that he is very much, really very concerned and he did mention that the calendar is an important part and parcel of the     plan.  So, as was said yesterday, the clock is ticking.

           Question:  Can you tell us where and when he is going to meet with Mr. de Soto?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I have no information on that, at the  moment.  [The Spokesman's Office announced later that the meeting will be held on Friday in The Hague.]

           Question:  Do you have any response on US Secretary of Defense

     Rumsfeld’s comments on the Secretary-General's comments on US-British bombings of Iraq?

           Deputy Spokesman:  I don’t think the Secretary-General is going  to respond to that remark.

         Briefing by Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           In his remarks in the General Assembly plenary today on Africa Industrialization Day, President Kavan notes that the United Nations family observes the Day, “with the collective spirit of supporting and promoting the  development of the African continent”.  He also observes that over 30 of the 48 least developed countries are located in Africa.  The theme for this Day is New Information and Communications Technologies (NICT).  “NICT  would facilitate human development, accelerate intra-Africa trade and improve access to markets of developed countries. Furthermore, NEPAD  foresees the crucial role of NICT in the context of Africa’s recovery and  calls for concrete and practical steps to develop a proper information and technology infrastructure.”  The NICT would assist Africa in creating  awareness and building capacity for national information networking  activities and in facilitating public-private partnerships.  The message is available as a press release and on the President’s Web site.

           The General Assembly plenary then took up the item:  cooperation between the UN and regional and other organizations in a joint debate.  This debate is likely to continue tomorrow, as there are a number of draft     resolutions being introduced and some 70 speakers so far inscribed on the list.

           The Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization, Wolfgang Hoffman, presented the report of the Preparatory Commission, and the     Director-General of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical  Weapons, Rogelio Pfirter, presented the report of that organization.  Following their speeches, a number of draft resolutions were presented and     the debate will continue this afternoon.

           The Second Committee considers draft resolutions on sustainable development and international economic cooperation, including  implementation of Agenda 21: Protection of Global Climate and Training     and Research.

           And the Third Committee takes action on draft resolutions on human rights questions, rights of children and report of the Economic and Social Council.

           Today also marks Universal Children’s Day and, in his message,  President Kavan particularly welcomes the fact that 191 Member States  have ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  “This Convention”,  he says “reflects consensus amongst all nations that it is important to  guarantee fundamental rights and freedoms to children.”  He concurs with  Mary Robinson, the former High Commissioner for Human Rights, when  she stated that “The adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child    in 1989 reflected the international consensus on a new vision of children;  no longer as mere objects of protection who have needs, but human beings     who enjoy rights.”

           President Kavan, in his message, urges “all Member States and  other actors involved with children to accord their priority to the needs of  children.  We all share the responsibility for our children.  Let us do our     best to guarantee a better future for them”.  His message is available on  the President’s Web site.

           On a question about the number of closed meetings yesterday, I  am waiting for some official figures, so that we might be able to see  whether there is a  trend here.  But, in talking to people I get the impression that there is not  anything unusual in the number of meetings going on.  We are in the stage when delegates are negotiating the wording in the Main Committees, in the Second and Third Committees, which usually takes place in small informals.  So, I don’t get the impression that there is an increased number of meetings that are closed. There are, of course, dozens of informals  going on pretty much everyday, both here in the Building and at missions.  But, I would get back to you with some official figures when I get them.

           Any questions?  Thank you.

· *** * 

___________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *

Iraq

20 November – The senior United Nations weapons inspectors arrived back in Cyprus today after two days of talks in Baghdad with Iraqi officials, who pledged cooperation with the full team of UN arms experts arriving next week to begin their probe into the country’s weapons programme.

Yesterday, Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), and Mohammed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), held a press conference following their meeting with the Iraqi delegation headed by General Amir Al-Sa’adi, Adviser at the Iraqi Presidency, according to a UN spokesman travelling with the team. They had also met earlier in the day with Iraqi Foreign Minister Naji Sabri at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Mr. Blix told reporters that he and Mr. ElBaradei had discussed with Iraqi officials how to implement Security Council resolution 1441, and stressed that what was needed by Iraq was to ensure that it had no weapons of mass destruction (WMD). If there were any WMD programmes, Iraq should declare them; if not, Iraq must show with documentation that nothing was remaining.

Meanwhile, the meetings with the Iraqi delegation looked at the remaining practical arrangements and the two sides agreed on the need for a mechanism for direct contact in case of trouble, Mr. Blix said, adding that the first team of inspectors would arrive on 25 November, with inspection work starting shortly afterwards.

Mr. ElBaradei said that his team was in Iraq to start a new phase with full authority of the Security Council and that they would work with competence, professionalism and impartiality. All Iraqi officials he met had committed themselves to full cooperation, he added.

In response to questions, Mr. Blix said that the Iraqi side was ready to implement the Council’s resolutions, and that the first test would be the Iraqi declaration, which would be submitted by 8 December. There were still many open questions on Iraq’s WMD capabilities, he said, adding that he impressed upon them to look into their stocks and check them further.

As for the inspection procedures, Mr. Blix said that no advance warning would be given to the Iraqis on inspections. The “no-notice” procedure gave high credibility and might in fact increase credibility, which would be in the interests of Iraq, too.

Asked about whether firing at allied aircraft in the no-fly zone constituted a “material breach,” Mr. Blix said that this was a matter not related to weapons inspections.

* * *

Middle East

20 November – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today deplored the recent violence in the West Bank town of Tulkarem and urged Israel again to stop the use of excessive force in civilian areas.

The violence, which killed seven Palestinians and wounded a dozen more yesterday and today, came during an Israeli military raid in which a suspected militant was killed. Three of the dead were teenage children.

A statement issued by a spokesman for the Secretary-General said Mr. Annan called on the parties to refrain from action of violence, provocation and retaliation. “He remains convinced that the use of force, irrespective of its target, will not yield victory for either side of this terrible conflict,” the statement said. “Violence only deepens anger, bitterness and distrust, while making more distant the prospects for peace between Israelis and Palestinians.”

Emphasizing that a political settlement remains the only viable solution to the conflict, the statement called on both sides to honour their obligations under international law and adopt every possible measure to protect civilian life.

* * *

Secretary-General

20 November – Secretary-General Kofi Annan arrived in Croatia today for talks with senior government officials, wrapping up his official visit through the Balkans.

Upon arriving at Zagreb International Airport, the Secretary-General dedicated a memorial to remember the UN personnel who had lost their lives while serving in the former Yugoslavia, a UN spokesperson said in New York.

In his remarks to the dedication ceremony, Mr. Annan said that a new era was emerging in the region since their sacrifice. “Even at the darkest hour of the conflict, it was the hope of a new era, based on tolerance, diversity and human rights, that sustained our peacekeepers,” he said.

The Secretary-General then met with President Stjepan Mesic before holding talks with Croatian Prime Minister Ivica Racan, during which he welcomed Croatia’s efforts to improve its relations with its neighbours, spokesperson Hua Jiang said. Mr. Raca told the Secretary-General that he expected a final agreement on the Prevlaka peninsula in a matter of days, and the two also discussed refugees, internally displaced persons and the missing.

After a brief meeting with Parliament Speaker Zlatko Tomcic, the Secretary-General then addressed the Croatian Parliament, saying that it was encouraging for him to return to Croatia to see how much has changed in the seven years since he last saw the country. Mr. Annan noted that Croatia was now at peace with all its neighbours, and voiced his confidence that it will live up to its other international obligations and be “a factor of stability in the region.”

Afterwards, the Secretary-General met with Foreign Minister Tonino Picula, who thanked the UN for its peacekeeping and humanitarian work in Croatia over the past decade.

Before departing Yugoslavia earlier Wednesday, the Secretary-General met privately in Belgrade with the Prosecutor of the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, Carla Del Ponte, and also with Tribunal staff, pointing out that its work does not target a nation or a people, but individual criminals, Ms. Jiang said. He also met with the heads of UN agencies and UN staff in the Yugoslav capital before leaving for Croatia.

Today, the Secretary-General’s wife, Nane, visited the main children’s hospital in Zagreb, where she spoke with staff about their trauma work to help young victims of child abuse and violence, Ms. Jiang said. She also met volunteers who take and refer child abuse calls from the public, as well as young people working as peer educators to warn their friends and peers of the dangers of HIV/AIDS.
* * *

Cyprus

20 November – Although the situation along the ceasefire lines in Cyprus has remained calm over the past few months, the United Nations Peacekeeping Force (UNFICYP) should remain on the island until 15 June 2003, Secretary-General Kofi Annan recommends in a new report released today.

“Despite the present calm on the island, I consider the presence of UNFICYP essential to the maintenance of the ceasefire between the two sides,” the Secretary-General writes in his latest report to the Security Council on the UN operation in Cyprus.

As for his mission of good offices, the Secretary-General notes that he met with the Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot leaders on two occasions, in September and in October, and that he shared with them his growing concern that the talks were not producing the kind of progress that was needed “if the opportunity at hand was to be seized.”

He also points out that on 11 November he submitted a proposal to the two leaders, which, in his opinion, could provide a “sound basis for agreement” on a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem.

“I am awaiting the reaction of the parties, and hope it will be possible to bring the effort to a decisive conclusion in the coming weeks,” he says.

* * *

Vaccines and immunization

20 November – Old diseases and new infections will re-emerge unless urgent action is taken to close the gaps in funding, research and global immunization coverage, according to a new report jointly produced by the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Bank.

Entitled “State of the World’s Vaccines and Immunization”, the report points out that while vaccines have saved billions of lives in the past century, and are still the least expensive way of controlling the spread of infectious diseases, they are not reaching the populations that need them most.

Carol Bellamy, UNICEF Executive Director and Chair of the joint initiative, the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI), said vaccines are among the most cost-effective public health interventions. “Today, no child should die from a vaccine-preventable disease,” she said.

The report cites low donor investment as one of the major reasons for the huge gaps in coverage, stating that external aid to developing countries for immunization currently stands at approximately $1.56 billion annually. “With an additional investment of $250 million a year, at least 10 million more children would be reached with basic vaccines [while] a further $100 million a year would cover the cost of newer vaccines,” including hepatitis B and Hib vaccines, which together kill 970,000 children each year.

The report also says low-income countries spend as little as $6 per person per year on health, including immunization, while access to vaccines has been limited by the countries’ poor economies and market situation for vaccines. “For instance, while a vaccine with some efficacy for HIV/AIDS is now seen as possibly achievable within the next 10 years, only one clinical trial for this vaccine has been conducted in Africa, the continent that bears 70 per cent of the world’s HIV burden.”

According to a joint statement issued today in Dakar, Senegal, by the producers of the report, while children in developed nations have access to additional, newer and more expensive vaccines to protect them against major childhood diseases, only half of the children in sub-Saharan Africa have access to basic immunization against common diseases such as tuberculosis, measles, tetanus and whooping cough. “In poor and isolated areas of developing countries, vaccines reach fewer than one in 20 children,” the statement said.

“In many regions of the world it is more the rule than the exception for children to die of common childhood conditions such as measles, which alone causes about 700,000 deaths a year,” said WHO Director-General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland, adding that access to life-saving vaccines was the only way of avoiding major epidemics of new and old diseases.

For his part, James Wolfensohn, World Bank President and GAVI board member, said the key to a well-functioning immunization and health system is in building financial sustainability from the outset, and bridging the gap between rich and poor countries in terms of access to vaccines.

* * *

Vaccination

20 November – About 10.5 million children in developing countries have been vaccinated against hepatitis B, which causes liver diseases and cancer, as part of a United Nations-supported initiative that has helped 55 nations to improve their immunization services.

According to the progress report of the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI), there is clear evidence that a public-private alliance, along with significant financial backing from the Alliance’s financing branch, known as the Vaccine Fund, can create a new interest in vaccines for the poorest countries.

Partners in the Alliance include public institutions such as the UN World Health Organization (WHO), UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Bank; bilateral aid and non-governmental agencies; the vaccine industry; new partners such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, and developing country governments.

“Our times require new solutions, including new partnerships – with private industry, developing country governments, and new ways of financing. The Alliance has helped us to deliver more and faster than if any of the partners had gone it alone,” said Dr. Tore Godal, Executive Secretary of GAVI.

The report, released today in Dakar, Senegal, at a gathering of global health leaders from more than 60 countries, including more than 30 health and finance ministers, says that since the program started, 130 million vaccine doses have been delivered to countries. Meanwhile, preliminary estimates by WHO say those vaccines have already saved more than 100,000 lives.

The report notes, however, that war, political turmoil, failing economies and natural disaster have impeded the transfer of GAVI/Vaccine Fund assets to local governments in some countries, while in others, the introduction of a complex new vaccine has over-stressed fragile health systems.

* * *

Africa

20 November – A devastating livestock virus is on the verge of breaking out of its last stronghold from northeastern Kenya and southern Somalia, threatening recent progress in eradicating the disease, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned today.

Experts are increasingly confident that recent national eradication campaigns have freed three of the last remaining reservoirs of the rinderpest – in Sudan, Pakistan and Yemen – of the disease. But while the virus persists in the southern part of the so-called Somali pastoral ecosystem, not only nearby areas of Africa are at risk from reinfection by the movement of cattle, but trade in cattle could carry the virus across the Red Sea to the Arabian Peninsula or, according to recent reports, even further afield to Southeast Asia.

“The Somali pastoral ecosystem is our great challenge now,” said Dr. Peter Roeder, Secretary of the FAO Global Rinderpest Eradication Programme, which is working to eradicate the disease by 2010. “It is almost certainly the last refuge of the rinderpest virus in the world.”

The rinderpest, which human beings cannot catch, kills entire herds that belong to small-scale dairy farmers or tribal herders who depend on cattle for their food and livelihoods. An outbreak in Africa in 1982 to 1984 caused losses of $2 billion.

“The world is very vulnerable to a devastating resurgence of rinderpest should progress falter,” Dr. Roeder warned. He noted that the virus has repeatedly broken out of the Somali ecosystem before and spread as far as eastern Kenya and into Tanzania, most recently in the mid 1990s, affecting cattle and killing wildlife.

“Recent reports that traders are arranging to start exporting cattle to southeast Asia are also most disturbing, raising fears that the virus may reinfect a part of the world free from the disease since the 1950s,” he added.

* * *

Universal Children’s Day

20 November – Although youngsters have an inherent need to play, this simple right is denied to millions of children whose lives are enmeshed in conflict, lost in exploitation, or stolen by preventable disease, the head of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today.

In a statement issued to mark Universal Children’s Day, Executive Director Carol Bellamy described the idea that many children grow up with no memory of sports in their lives as “a staggering reminder of how badly we have failed our children” and dedicated this year’s celebration to the right of all youngsters to play. “Sports and games and athletics are crucial to every child’s healthy development, and we must recognize them as more than just child’s play,” she said.

Ms. Bellamy added that UNICEF has always embraced sports in a number of ways, including using soccer to promote AIDS awareness in Kenya, Honduras and Ethiopia, as well as sponsoring sports in a Brazilian detention centre and along the border between Tajikistan and Afghanistan, where Afghan children play soccer as part of educational activities.

In his message to commemorate the Day, the President of the General Assembly, Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, urged the international community to guarantee a better future for all children. He said youngsters need protection from degrading living conditions, violence, prostitution, trafficking, armed conflicts and child labour.

Mr. Kavan noted that all of the basic human rights convention guarantee fundamental rights and freedoms to everyone without distinction. “Recognition of the equal status of children as individuals in enjoying their fundamental rights and freedoms is vital,” he said.

The ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child by 191 countries was an indication of the global consensus that it is important to guarantee fundamental rights and freedoms to children, he added.

* * *

Industrialization

20 November – Underscoring the rising importance of communications technologies, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today encouraged the world’s poorest countries to embrace the digital revolution in a message marking Africa Industrialization Day.

“Information technologies are a fundamental part of industrial development,” said Mr. Annan, in emphasizing this year’s theme, “The Industrialization of Africa and the New Information and Communication Technologies (ICT).” ICT, he said, can increase productivity and bring distant locations together by reducing communications and transportation costs.

In addition, ICTs can simultaneously make valuable market information available to African producers and improve the ability of Africans to market their products by “linking African industrial and trade centres with their counterparts in the rest of the world,” said Mr. Annan.

He urged African governments to do their utmost to help their peoples to seize opportunities offered by the digital revolution and assured that the “UN system and the UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) will likewise do their part to ensure that ICTs serve the continent’s efforts towards industrial development and the wider quest for progress and peace.”

For his part, the President of the General Assembly, Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic, said that since by the year 2025 it is expected that more than half of the African population will be living in cities, new ICT is the key to rapid sustainable development.

“ICT would facilitate human development, accelerate intra-African trade and improve access to the markets of developed countries,” Mr. Kavan said, calling for a renewal of the commitments by all parties –including the African Union, the UN Economic Commission for Africa, the Conference of African Ministers for Industry and specific public and private partnerships – to the sustainable development of the continent.

* *** *
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