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Environment News Service (ENS)

Adverse Climate Change Impacting Sustainable Development Worldwide

NEW YORK, New York, October 19, 2004 (ENS) - The number of people in the world struck by natural disasters has more than doubled over the last decade and economic losses have more than trebled, a top United Nations official told his counterparts in other UN agencies on Monday.

Jan Egeland, under-secretary-general of humanitarian affairs and emergency relief coordinator, told a committee of the UN General Assembly considering sustainable development that in 2003 alone, disasters had affected more than 254 million people. Locusts in Africa and tropical cyclones and floods in the Caribbean and Asia have already caused "immense losses" in 2004, he said.

Introducing a report from UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan on natural disasters and the El Niño phenomenon, Egeland urged governments to contribute to a new Early Warning Promotional Platform for natural disasters that has been set up in Bonn, Germany, under the auspices of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.

The report notes that 700 natural disasters occurred in 2003, killing 75,000 people, affecting 250 million people and resulting in $65 billion in economic losses. Among those catastrophes, the December 2003 earthquake in Bam, Iran, claimed 26,000 lives.

Floods in China this year killed 46 million people, and flash floods in the Dominican Republic and Haiti in May devastated thousands.

Poverty, environmental degradation and lack of preparedness played a major role in turning natural hazards into disasters, the report warns. Inexpensive and simple measures exist to handle the environmental and social impact of disasters, while political commitment, appropriate resource allocation and strong institutional structures are necessary to implement such measures.

The costs of dealing with the adverse impact of climate change are rising, said Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

The good news, she said, is that the Kyoto Protocol on limiting the emission of six greenhouse gases, will enter into force 90 days after the Russian Federation’s Parliament ratifies it, which would "launch a new phase of international cooperation to reduce climate change risks."

Waller-Hunter reported that the protocol's Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) is up and running. This innovative financial mechanism channels private sector investment into emissions reduction projects for developing countries while offering industrialized countries credits against their Kyoto targets.

Sixty-four countries have designated authorities that will endorse CDM projects for activities such as landfill gas capture and flaring, incineration of hydrofluorocarbon waste streams, fuel switching and renewable energy.

Emissions trading initiatives are gaining wide support, said Waller-Hunter, and the European Union’s regional emissions trading system is already operational.

Japan is poised to introduce a pilot emissions trading program.

The private sector is doing its part, she said, with large oil companies such as British Petroleum and Shell setting up internal trading systems. The Chicago Climate Exchange was operational and had facilitated carbon trading on the Chicago Stock Exchange.

Common obstacles to sustainable growth in developing countries are insufficient financial resources, technology transfer, and capacities said José Antonio Ocampo, under-secretary-general for economic and social affairs.

Ocampo introduced reports on Agenda 21, the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the International Year of Freshwater 2003, the Caribbean Sea area, and products harmful to health and the environment.

He explained to his colleagues that while funding is always tight it is most often provided by the public sector and there is "a lack of general commitment to sustainable development on the part of the private sector."

On the public sector side, Ocampo said that two years after the Johannesburg summit, governments are taking renewed action to pursue sustainable development goals. In the area of water and sanitation, ongoing efforts across the globe included measures to protect watersheds and construct latrines in elementary schools, which are dramatically improving the quality of life for poor people, he said.

Hamdallah Zedan, executive secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, said Thailand ratified the Convention this past year, bringing the total number of signatories to 188. A total of 108 countries as well as the European Union have ratified or acceded to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said environmental problems are the greatest threat to humankind and stressed that sustainable development is a security imperative.

"Environmental degradation, social instability and war are interconnected," Topfer said.

Much has to been done for early warning assessment, he said, and the African Summit on Remote Sensing that was held Monday in Nairobi is important in that regard.

The outcome of the special session of UNEP’s Governing Council had concentrated on the water agenda and the fact that adequate environmental services, especially effective water resource management, were necessary to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.

UNEP has partnered with the World Bank, the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Human Settlements Programme to achieve water resource management targets, Toepfer said.

Effective chemical management is crucial to achieving the Millennium target of eliminating human health risks caused by chemicals by 2020, he said. There is a close relationship between the environmental and agricultural agendas in that regard and an agreement on organic pollutants management is necessary, said Toepfer. A first meeting of parties will be held in Uruguay next year to develop a strategic approach to chemical concerns.

In terms of environmental program financing, more that 100 countries are contributing and others were urged to do the same.

Anwarul Chowdhury, under-secretary-general and high representative for the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing states, said the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction is particularly relevant to these countries that are ravaged by natural disasters, overwhelming their uphill efforts towards sustainable development.

Implementation of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, he said, is linked to implementation of the UN Climate Change Convention and the Convention on Biodiversity. Together they can assist efforts to eradicate poverty and bring about sustainable human development, especially in countries that are vulnerable to desertification, climate change and diminishing biological diversity.
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As the Second Committee (Economic and Financial) took up sustainable development this morning, key United Nations officials highlighted efforts to tackle natural disasters, desertification, climate change and other developmental hazards, emphasizing the need to increase public and private support for sustainable development goals.

Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General of Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, said that the number of people struck by natural disasters had more than doubled over the last decade and economic losses had more than trebled. In 2003 alone, disasters had affected more than 254 million people, with locusts in Africa as well as tropical cyclones and floods in the Caribbean and Asia having already caused immense losses in 2004.

Introducing a report on natural disasters and the El Nino phenomenon, he urged governments to contribute to a new Early Warning Promotional Platform for natural disasters that had been set up in Bonn, Germany, under the auspices of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction. Regional disaster reduction outreach programmes in the African, Asian and Latin America and Caribbean regions had supported national and regional strategies for disaster reduction as well as partnerships to raise public awareness. 

Addressing the same theme, Anwarul Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and SmallIslandDevelopingStates, said the International Strategy was vital for the least developed, landlocked and small island developing countries, which had been ravaged by natural disasters. The horrendous destruction wrought by cyclones and hurricanes in the Caribbean and Pacific during 2004 in particular had underscored the social, economic and environmental vulnerabilities of small island developing States.

Focusing on the developmental effects of climate change, Joke Waller-Hunter, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, noted the steadily increasing economic costs of dealing with the adverse impact of that phenomenon. The good news was that the Kyoto Protocol on carbon dioxide emissions would enter into force 90 days after the Russian Federation's Parliament ratified it, which would launch a new phase of international cooperation to reduce climate change risks. In addition, 64 parties to the Convention had designated authorities to endorse projects in such areas as landfill gas capture and flaring, incineration of hydrofluorocarbon waste streams, fuel switching and renewable energy.

Regarding sustainable development, Jose Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, said that while governments were taking renewed action, overall progress towards that goal remained inadequate. Introducing reports on Agenda 21, the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the International Year of Freshwater 2003, the Caribbean Sea area, and products harmful to health and the environment, he said that common obstacles to sustainable growth in developing countries included insufficient financial resources, technology transfer, and capacities. The persistence of poverty, low levels of community participation and inadequate participation by women had continued to hinder efforts to supply basic services.

During a discussion period that followed the presentation of reports, speakers addressed the concerns of delegates over disaster prevention, the effectiveness of early warning assessment programmes and partnership funding. Mr. Egeland said that the disaster that had recently struck Haiti was a good example of inadequate prevention and how much could have been done to decrease that country's vulnerability. Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), underscored the need for a common approach to coordinating improvements to early warning assessment systems and interaction when natural disaster did in fact occur.

Mr. Ocampo, noting that partnership funding was often provided, directly or indirectly, by the public sector, stressed the need for a significant increase in private sector contributions, which could be seen as pre-investments in areas that could have long-term impacts on private businesses.

However, there was a lack of general commitment to sustainable development on the part of the private sector.

Also speaking this morning were Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification; and Hamdallah Zedan, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity.

Aicha Bah Diallo, Assistant Secretary-General for Education with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), also made a statement.

The Second Committee will meet again at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Tuesday 19 October, to continue its discussion of sustainable development.

Background

The Second Committee (Economic and Financial) met this morning to begin its consideration of sustainable development. Before it was a report of the Secretary-General on implementation of Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (document A/59/220), which reviews global efforts to implement and follow-up sustainable development goals.

According to the report, the Commission on Sustainable Development has reviewed water, sanitation and human settlements and identified key implementation obstacles.

Governments have shown strong commitment in such areas as water, sanitation and human settlements; partnerships are becoming effective instruments for implementation; and major groups, including business and industry, are increasingly contributing to sustainable development.

The report recommends that the General Assembly should urge governments to continue implementing Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation; call on governments to enhance support for regional initiatives and major group participation in the Commission's work; and call on donors and international financial institutions to fund developing countries in priority areas identified by the Commission, including integrated water resources management and water efficiency plans, as well as national strategies for sustainable development.

Also before the Committee was a report of the Secretary-General on products harmful to health and the environment (document A/59/81-E/2004/63), which gives an overview of United Nations activities in environmentally sound chemicals management since 2001, including publication of the Consolidated List of Products Whose Consumption and/or Sale Have Been Banned, Withdrawn, Severely Restricted or Not Approved by Governments. Issued every three years through the Economic and Social Council, the report also highlights major developments in international chemicals management as regards children's safety, occupational safety and health, hazard data availability, risk management and reduction of acutely toxic pesticides and capacity-building projects. It discusses progress in the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) initiative to create a Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) by 2005 to achieve effective risk management of chemical production, use and disposal by 2020.

The report suggests that the Economic and Social Council use the online version of the Consolidated List as its permanent reference and print report updates in other official United Nations languages every two years. It suggests that the Council call on multilateral and bilateral agencies to strengthen capacity-building and technical assistance in developing countries and urge donor agencies to increase financial assistance for national efforts toward environmentally sound toxic chemical management. The report also urges full participation of Member States in SAICM to minimize the adverse effects of chemicals on human health and the environment.

Also before the Committee was a report of the Secretary-General on implementation of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (document A/59/228), which provides an update on preparations for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction from 18-22 January in Kobe, Japan, and the ongoing review of the 1994 Yokohama Strategy for a Safer World: Guidelines for Natural Disaster Prevention, Preparedness and Mitigation and its Plan of Action. It also summaries activities of the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction, and includes a section on natural disasters and vulnerability.

The report notes that 700 natural disasters occurred in 2003, killing 75,000 people, affecting 250 million people and resulting in $65 billion in economic losses. Among those catastrophes, the December 2003 earthquake in Bam, Iran, claimed 26,000 lives. Floods in China this year killed 46 million people, and flash floods in the Dominican Republic and Haiti in May devastated thousands. Poverty, environmental degradation and lack of preparedness played a major role in turning natural hazards into disasters. Inexpensive and simple measures are available to address the environmental and societal impact of disasters, while political commitment, appropriate resource allocation and strong institutional structures are necessary to implement such measures.

Members States and regional organizations should develop national disaster reduction strategies and programmes, which the African Union and Pacific Forum have already done.

Also before the Committee was a note by the Secretary-General on implementation of United Nations environmental conventions (document A/59/197), which transmits reports of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, and the Convention on Biological Diversity, as well as a joint submission on cooperative activities of the three secretariats.

The Committee also had before it a report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme at its eighth special session (document A/59/25, Supplement No. 25), which contains reports of the work of the Environmental Management Group (29-31 March 2004, Jeju Island, Republic of Korea). It also had before it a report of the Secretary-General on the universal membership of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum of the United Nations Development Programme (document A/59/262), outlining the legal, political, institutional, financial and system-wide implications for establishing such membership.

In addition, the Committee had before it a report of the Secretary-General on activities undertaken during the International Year of Freshwater, 2003, and further efforts to achieve the sustainable development of water resources (document A/59/167); and a report of the Secretary-General on promoting an integrated management approach to the Caribbean Sea area in the context of sustainable development (document A/59/173).

Introduction of Reports

JOSe ANTONIO OCAMPO, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, introduced reports on implementation of Agenda 21 and the outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (document A/59/220); the International Year of Freshwater 2003 (document A/59/167); integrated management to the Caribbean Sea area (document A/59/173); and products harmful to health and the environment (document A/59/81-E/2004/63). He said that two years after the Johannesburg Summit, governments were taking renewed action to pursue sustainable development goals. In the area of water and sanitation, ongoing efforts across the globe included measures to protect watersheds and construct latrines in elementary schools, which were dramatically improving the quality of life for poor people. Several non-governmental stakeholders were contributing to those efforts, using pilot approaches for their strategies before implementing them.

Preliminary estimates suggested that about $872 million had been committed through those partnerships, with the total likely to rise.

He observed that the United Nations had formed inter-agency collaborative agreements to tackle water and sanitation issues, including the establishment of United Nations Energy to address energy-related issues, and that the United Nations regional commissions were making unique contributions.

Recently, the High-Level Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation had been set up to galvanize global action by all stakeholders to meet the Millennium Development Goals in that area.

Noting, however, that overall progress to reach sustainable development goals had remained inadequate, he said common obstacles included a lack of financial resources, technology transfer, and capacities in developing countries. Several countries were not on track either to halve the proportion of people without safe drinking water or to improve the lives of slum-dwellers by 2015. Also, sanitation issues had received far less attention than water. The persistence of poverty, low levels of community participation and inadequate participation by women had continued to hinder efforts to supply basic services.

JAN EGELAND, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs,introducing the report of the Secretary-General on the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction and on international cooperation to reduce the impact of the El Nino phenomenon (document A/59/228), said that over the last decade the number of people affected by natural hazards had more than doubled and the ensuing economic losses had more than trebled.

In 2003 alone, such hazards affected more than 254 million people. This year, locust infestation in Africa, tropical cyclones and floods in the Caribbean region and Asia had already caused immense losses.

Under the auspices of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), he said, a new Early Warning Promotional Platform had been set up in Bonn, Germany, intended to sustain dialogue and foster the creation of a more systematic approach to early warning. Regional ISDR outreach programmes in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean had supported national platforms and regional strategies for disaster reduction as well as partnerships to raise public awareness.

He said the report recommended that governments and other stakeholders create national voluntary targets and incorporate disaster risk reduction programmes into national development schemes; give specific suggestions for addressing vulnerability and risk in small island developing States at the January 2005 World Conference on Disaster Reduction; and further explore ways to ensure adequate long-term financing for natural disaster reduction.

Questions and Answers

Responding to a question about partnerships, Mr. OCAMPO said partnership funding often came from the public sector, either directly or indirectly, including some of the funds available to non-governmental organizations. There was a need for a significant increase in private sector contributions, which could be seen as pre-investments in areas that could have long-term impacts on private businesses. Another problem was the lack of general commitment in the private sector to sustainable development.

Mr. EGELAND said, in response to a question about disaster prevention, that Haiti's recent natural disaster was a good example of inadequate preparation, compared to other States, and how much could have been done to decrease the country's vulnerability. The humanitarian sector was working with development partners to reduce vulnerability and had been successful in setting up the Inter-Agency Task Force on Disaster Reduction, which comprised 26 bodies from the United Nations, regional organizations and civil society. Early warning was fundamental to prevention and the scientific community as well as Member States must work together on disaster prevention. Some donors were trying to direct 15 per cent of their ODA towards preventative work.

Introductory Statements

JOKE WALLER-HUNTER, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, said the economic costs of dealing with the adverse impact of climate change were increasing steadily. Turkey had recently acceded to the Convention, bringing the total number of ratifications to 189. A total of 126 parties had ratified the Kyoto Protocol, including developing countries accounting for 44.2 per cent of carbon dioxide emissions. Ninety days after the Russian ratification of the Protocol, as the Russian Duma Parliament was expected to do, it would enter into force. That would launch a new phase of international cooperation to reduce climate change risks. The Clean Development Mechanism -- an innovative financial mechanism to channel private-sector investment into emissions reduction projects for developing countries while offering industrialized countries credits against their Kyoto targets -- was up and running. Sixty-four parties had designated authorities that would endorse projects in such areas as landfill gas capture and flaring, incineration of hydrofluorocarbon waste streams, fuel switching and renewable energy.

She said the Special Climate Change Fund would provide resources for adaptation and technology transfer and relevant capacity-building while the Least Developed Countries Fund would begin financing national adaptation programmes of action in all 48 least developed countries (LDCs). Emissions trading initiatives were also gaining wide support and the European Union's regional emissions trading scheme was already operational. Japan was poised to introduce a pilot programme.

The private sector was also doing its part, with large oil companies such as British Petroleum and Shell setting up internal trading systems. The Chicago Climate Exchange was operational and had facilitated carbon trading on the Chicago Stock Exchange.

HAMA ARBA DIALLO, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, said the Convention secretariat was primarily concerned with providing assistance to countries afflicted with desertification, and preparing for the third session of the Committee for review implementation of the Convention at the national and regional levels. The secretariat had also assisted the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), which had identified desertification as a disaster within the African region, in launching actions to prevent it. Such assistance had included identifying and formulating priority activities in combating desertification.

The Conference of the Parties had invited parties to submit their views on policies, strategies and priorities in combating desertification, he continued, and consultations were currently being held between the Global Environment Facility and the parties. The Convention secretariat had also improved the coordination of its activities with the conventions on Climate Change and Biodiversity to maximize activities in each case.

HAMDALLAH ZEDAN, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, said Thailand had ratified the Convention this past year, bringing the total number of signatories to 188. A total of 108 countries as well as the European Union had ratified or acceded to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. All non-signatory States were encouraged to accede to the Protocol as soon as possible. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention had made progress towards slowing the rate of biodiversity losses as called for in its strategic plan and it was negotiating an international regime on access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing. It had adopted a programme of work on protected areas, including hot spots, ecological networks and corridors; programmes on mountain biodiversity and technology transfer; and would develop a programme on island biodiversity.

The first meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol resulted in the successful launch of an operational framework to implement the Protocol, he continued. The parties had established procedures and mechanisms to facilitate decision-making; an action plan for capacity-building, including indicators to monitor progress; procedures to promote compliance; and a process to develop international rules and procedures on liability and redress for damages due to transboundary movement of living modified organisms. That process should be completed in four years.

AICHA BAH DIALLO, Assistant Secretary-General for Education, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), speaking about the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, 2005-2014, stressed the importance of identifying links between the Decade and other educational initiatives. The Decade recognized that sustainable development was not only a complex concept but a complex practice involving society, the environment and the economy. The challenge was to take that complexity and translate it into useful activities. Education about sustainable development was about values, respect for human life, biological diversity, the environment and the planet's resources. It was also about justice, rights, human dignity and equality. The Decade was a world where everyone would have an opportunity to benefit from education and sustainable development.

KLAUS TOEPFER, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), said environmental problems were the greatest threat to mankind and stressed that sustainable development was a security imperative. Environmental degradation, social instability and war were interconnected.

Much had to been done for early warning assessment, and the African Summit on Remote Sensing being held today in Nairobi was important in that regard. The outcome of the special session of UNEP's Governing Council had concentrated on the water agenda and the fact that adequate environmental services, notably effective water resource management, were necessary to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. UNEP had partnered with the World Bank, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) to implement programmes to achieve water resource management targets.

Effective chemical management was also crucial to achieving the Millennium target of eliminating human health risks caused by chemicals by 2020, he said. There was a close relationship between the environmental and agricultural agendas in that regard and an agreement on organic pollutants management was necessary. A first meeting of parties would be held in Uruguay next year to develop a strategic approach to chemical concerns. In terms of environmental programme financing, more that 100 countries were contributing and others were urged to do the same.

Questions and Answers

Responding to a delegate's question about the prospects for cooperation among working groups to protect biological diversity in areas outside national jurisdictions, Mr. ZEDAN said the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity had called upon the United Nations General Assembly and international organizations to take measures to eliminate destructive and illegal practices.

The Conference was working with international civil authorities, UNEP, the United Nations Division of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea on the legal aspects of protecting biodiversity in areas outside national jurisdiction. The General Assembly was expected to create a working group.

Regarding greater measures needed to address desertification and land degradation, Mr. DIALLO said that was crucial to achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Seventy-five per cent of the world's poor lived in rural areas and it was impossible to address rural poverty if the bulk of water resources were being sent elsewhere. In the Mediterranean, desertification was a threat to peace and security, and in Africa it was the most pressing concern. Combating it was key to poverty eradication. Migration from rural areas would not occur if those living in drylands were given the opportunity to improve their productive capacity. The Monterrey Consensus must be implemented in a timely fashion, using existing tools.

On funding for environmental protection initiatives, Mr. TOEPFER said that greater funding was indeed required and that UNEP had held intense discussions with donor countries last week in that regard. As for the need to improve early warning assessment systems and interaction when natural disaster did in fact occur, a common approach was needed to coordinate activities and there was broad capacity-building in that regard. UNEP and its partners had conducted extensive post-conflict assessment and investigators at UNEP, UNDP and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) had noted that instruments were needed to single out early action. In the Central Asian republics, investigators had linked environmental burdens and certain migrations.

Statements

ANWARUL CHOWDHURY, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, said the social, economic and environmental vulnerabilities of small island developing States (SIDS) were glaringly demonstrated by the horrendous destruction wrought by cyclones and hurricanes in the Caribbean and Pacific during 2004. Next January's international meeting in Mauritius and Kobe world conference must give high priority to helping those countries to build greater resilience and enhanced preparedness in facing the overwhelming frequency of natural disasters. The Mauritius outcome should not only generate a renewal of global commitments to the development of SIDS, but also bring about positive, tangible and qualitative changes to the lives of their peoples.

He said the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction was particularly relevant for the least developed, landlocked and small island developing countries, which were particularly ravaged by natural disasters, overwhelming their uphill efforts towards sustainable development. Clearer directions and priorities for action should be issued at the international, regional, national and local levels to ensure implementation of the International Strategy and support the objectives of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, as well as the Millennium Development Goals.

Implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, he said, was linked to implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Convention on Biodiversity in assisting efforts to eradicate poverty and bring about sustainable human development, especially in countries that were vulnerable to desertification, climate change and diminishing biological diversity. Dwindling land, marine and agricultural resources had exacerbated existing social and economic obstacles to development.

(M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com).
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CTV.ca News

UN names Nova Scotia town world's most livable

Staff

It's often called the cradle of Canada, where Samuel de Champlain settled four centuries ago. Now, the Nova Scotian town of Annapolis Royal is being recognized as the perfect little town. 

According to the International Awards for Livable Communities, a contest endorsed by the United Nations Environment Program, the coastal town along the shore of southwestern Nova Scotia is the "most livable" small town in the world for 2004. 

The community was awarded first place in the category of communities with a population of less than 10,000. It won the award based on the beauty of its landscape, preservation of local heritage and environmental stewardship. 

Annapolis Royal Mayor John Kinsella says the reason his town won is simple. 

"I can walk down the street without fear or any concern anytime of day or night," he says. 

"My child walks to school every day. I walk to buy my groceries. I have a lifestyle that other people that live in big cities that have to commute 45 minutes to their jobs on highways. They would love to do that." 

At last count, there were 525 people living in Annapolis Royal, so size wasn't a factor in this contest. The town's deputy mayor says the distinction is something the entire province should be proud of. 

"Nova Scotia should be proud of the area because we're nothing without the people around us," says Trish Fry. "And the province has every bit as much a right to brag about this as we do." 

The town has a long and proud history. Champlain chose the site, the first permanent European settlement in North America north of St. Augustine, Fla., in 1605 after exploring the area the year before. 

The town still has a notable arts community and tourists flock to the area to visit the national historic park that recreates Champlain's settlement. 

Attracting tourists has never been a problem; what has been is getting people to live here. 

Now, being designated the most livable small town in the world could change that. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Globe and Mail

Annapolis Royal king of small towns, U.K. agency decrees

By MICHAEL TUTTON

Canadian Press

Wednesday, October 20, 2004 - Page A9

HALIFAX -- French explorer Samuel de Champlain was right all along: Annapolis Royal, N.S., is a good place to settle.

According to an international contest endorsed by the United Nations Environment Program, the bucolic town, home to 525 people along the shore of southwestern Nova Scotia, is the "most livable" small town in the world for 2004.

The first permanent European settlement in Canada and the first permanent European settlement in North America north of St. Augustine, Fla., was awarded first place in the category of communities with a population of less than 10,000 by the International Awards for Livable Communities.

Winners are chosen from a list of towns and cities that apply to the British-based non-profit agency, based on the beauty of their landscape, preservation of local heritage and environmental stewardship.

United Nations spokesman Nick Nuttall wasn't sure exactly where Annapolis Royal is, but praised it as an example of a community that put environmental and historical values above crass commercialism.

"We're delighted that they've won this award, and we hope they carry that sense of pride they got from winning this award into the wider world," Mr. Nuttal said in a telephone interview from Nairobi.

Sharon McAuley, marketing manager for the town, noted it has 136 registered heritage buildings. "We take our historical value and historical buildings seriously."

"The award is validating what we believe about our community. We've always looked on our community as being livable," she said.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Globe and Mail

Annapolis Royal rated tops among small towns:

Wednesday, October 20, 2004 - Page A15

Halifax -- French explorer Samuel de Champlain was right all along -- Annapolis Royal, N.S., is a good place to settle.

According to an international contest endorsed by the United Nations Environment Program, the coastal town, home to 525 people along the shore of southwestern Nova Scotia, is the "most livable" small town in the world for 2004.

The community, the first permanent European settlement in Canada and the first permanent European settlement in North America north of St. Augustine, Fla., was awarded first place in the category of communities with a population of fewer than 10,000 by the International Awards for Livable Communities. CP
580 CFRA Radio

Nova Scotia Town a Good Place to Settle 
Josh Pringle 
Wednesday, October 20, 2004 

French explorer Samuel de Champlain was right all along -- Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia is a good place to settle. 

An International contest endorsed by the United Nations Environment Program calls the community of 550 people, the “most livable” small town in the world for 2004. 

The International Awards for Livable Communities chooses winners from a list of towns and cities based on the beauty of their landscape, preservation of local heritage and environmental stewardship.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
 The Tri-City News 
PoMo wins 4 liveability awards

Port Moody was named the third most liveable city in the world in an international competition Tuesday.

At the international Awards for Liveable Communities banquet in Niagara Falls, the city won gold in planning for the future, gold in environmentally-sensitive programs, silver for heritage preservation and community involvement, and a bronze in landscaping.

The medal tally meant the city was third overall among participating communities. "We beat out Seattle and Honolulu, we're number one in the world for planning for the future,"said Mayor Joe Trasolini, who couldn't attend the awards ceremony because of other commitments.

But Trasolini was on hand for the city's presentation Saturday and said he was both honoured and moved by the recognition.

He said the decision to dedicate 200 acres on the city's north shore to Bert Flynn park instead of housing, and put growth in already developed areas, appealed to the judges. "They asked for copies of those plans," he said.

According to its website, The International Awards for Liveable Communities, formerly Nations in Bloom, was launched in 1997 and is endorsed by the United Nations Environment Program. It's the world's only awards competition focusing on Best Practice in the management of the local environment. Some 50 countries from around the world participate in the competition.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Environmental Progress 
Workshop examines whether voluntary actions or mandatory regulations are best for clean environment   
CHERYL HOGUE   
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In the past decade or so, many businesses have evolved in their outlook on protecting human health and the environment. Increasingly, many parts of industry—including chemical manufacturing firms—are establishing systems to anticipate and prevent environmental and health problems and are voluntarily producing hazard data for some of their products.

An Oct. 13–14 workshop, sponsored by the Institute of Medicine’s Roundtable on Environmental Health Sciences, Research & Medicine, probed the status and future direction of voluntary corporate programs and how they relate to government regulation. The workshop examined voluntary programs such as corporate environmental management systems and industry codes like the American Chemistry Council’s Responsible Care program.

The wide-ranging discussion also examined the U.S. chemical manufacturers’ voluntary efforts, coordinated with the Environmental Protection Agency and an environmental group, to test the safety of substances they manufacture in the greatest amounts. In addition, participants discussed the European Union’s pending legislation on the registration, evaluation, and authorization of chemicals (REACH) and precautionary approaches to regulating pollution.

In recent years, many businesses have adopted environmental management systems. The workshop began by examining these systems, which are designed to help ensure compliance with mandated environmental standards and to cut waste.

Environmental management systems incorporate environmental considerations into the day-to-day operations throughout an organization, explained Edwin Piñero, the White House’s Federal Environmental Executive. These systems are aimed at promoting continual improvement in environmental performance, he said. They work by correcting root causes of environmental problems, not merely identifying and mitigating an immediate issue.

For example, Piñero said, if an organization, whether a government agency or a company, discovers an unlabeled drum of hazardous waste, its environmental management system would ensure that the container would get properly labeled. In addition, the management system would also determine why the drum had not been labeled, which might include reasons such as a simple employee error or the lack of worker training on proper handling of hazardous waste.

Deanna H. Matthews, a researcher associate in civil and environmental engineering at Carnegie Mellon University, has studied environmental management systems in depth. She told the workshop that these systems are typically focused on ensuring that a company adheres to environmental regulatory requirements.

But her research has found that businesses with environmental management systems have compliance records that are nearly the same as companies without these systems. Companies with environmental management systems, for instance, do not differ significantly from firms without them in toxic releases, major air pollutants, or generation of hazardous waste, Matthews said.

THIS MEANS that organizations with environmental management systems in place are likely to have a limited potential to go “beyond compliance” and perform with less pollution than allowed by regulatory standards, she noted.

Matthews suggested that environmental management systems should be designed to flag potential environmental and health problems, especially the creation and release of currently unregulated chemicals that bioaccumulate. An effective environmental management system also should include charting the materials and energy inputs and outputs of a company’s operations. By doing so, a company can identify specific substances in its outputs that could become problematic, she said.

Environmental management systems can fit into voluntary corporate strategies for limiting a business’s emissions of carbon dioxide or managing the amount of water and energy it uses, Matthews added.

Cary Coglianese, associate professor of public policy at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government, said other research has shown that facilities with environmental management systems do make improvements to their environmental performance, including more efficient use of energy. However, these gains are realized in the short term, and continuous improvements are not realized, he said.

Even though some research suggests that environmental management systems can make a difference, no one has determined whether having these systems provides a greater benefit than other policies, including prescriptive pollution control regulations, Coglianese said.

Richard P. Wells, president of the consulting firm the Lexington Group, told the workshop that environmental management systems need to penetrate into corporate research and development departments. This permeation would impact the design of products and processes, and thus lead to continuous improvements in environmental performance, he said.

Using less hazardous solvents could save money in the R&D departments in many pharmaceutical firms, said Berkeley W. Cue Jr., a consultant with several technology companies that serve the pharmaceutical industry. Cue told the workshop that R&D operations at many drug companies spend more to dispose of certain solvents, which are classified as hazardous waste once they are used, than to purchase those solvents in the first place.

Cue advocated that pharmaceutical companies move from fossil-fuel-based chemical synthesis to biomass-based materials, that they make more extensive use of environmentally benign solvents, and that they involve chemical engineers early in the development of chemical synthesis processes.
The workshop also scrutinized ongoing voluntary efforts by the chemical industry to produce data on commercial substances.

One of those initiatives is the High Production Volume (HPV) Challenge Program. This initiative, launched in 1998, is a joint effort by EPA, ACC, and Environmental Defense to produce and make public basic toxicity information—such as health and environmental effects, environmental fate, and physical properties—for thousands of HPV chemicals. These substances are made in or imported into the U.S. in amounts exceeding 1 million lb per year. HPV substances comprise 90% of the volume of chemicals in commerce, said Gregory G. Bond, corporate director of product responsibility for Dow Chemical.

John M. Balbus, senior scientist and director of the testing program for Environmental Defense, said the HPV Challenge Program shows that industry can deliver data on chemicals faster than if the government issued a regulation requiring companies to produce this information. However, assessing the quality of data produced by the HPV Challenge Program is difficult, he said.

Thus far, companies have pledged to produce data on more than 2,200 of the approximately 2,800 HPV substances in U.S. commerce, and EPA is beginning to receive this data. Balbus attributes success of the HPV program to its focus on basic hazard data. The program does not involve collection of exposure information. Both hazard and exposure data are needed to assess the risk posed by a substance.

Balbus also discussed the Voluntary Children’s Chemical Evaluation Program, launched in 2001, in which EPA is asking chemical manufacturers to voluntarily test 23 widely used substances that children are exposed to in everyday life. Participating companies are also collecting exposure data for these substances. The industry sponsors will integrate both types of information in a risk assessment.

Companies doing risk assessments in the Voluntary Children's Chemical Evaluation Program face a conflict-of-interest situation because the information they provide will reflect on the safety of their products, Balbus argued. He said the job of assessing risk should remain in the hands of the government.

Meanwhile, Balbus called on industry to form a voluntary testing program on nanomaterials. This program would form a “road map for trust” of nanomaterials, especially if it included ecological studies as well as basic toxicity testing, he said.

PRECAUTIONARY VERSUS risk-based approaches to regulation of chemicals was also examined at the workshop.
Bernard D. Goldstein, dean of the University of Pittsburgh’s Graduate School of Public Health, said risk assessment, viewed as the antithesis of the precautionary principle, has precautionary aspects. For example, risk assessments rely on conservative “default assumptions” when needed data are not available, he noted, and they often use safety factors to ensure the protection of sensitive groups such as children or people with compromised immune systems.

While precautionary approaches are often criticized for lacking a scientific basis, risk assessment has its down sides too, Goldstein said. Risk assessment tends to encourage companies to adopt the least expensive available pollution control technology that will ensure their compliance with environmental standards, rather than encouraging pollution prevention, Goldstein said.

The proposed REACH legislation, which would change how chemicals are regulated in the 25 countries of the EU, figured prominently in discussions of precaution versus risk assessment.

Robert H. Donkers, environment counselor at the EU office in Washington, D.C., said REACH would require producers to show that their chemicals are safe for the uses to which they are put. This involves assessment of risk, not precaution, he said. REACH would only invoke precautionary measures if industry does not provide data on hazard and exposure for a substance, he said.

Donkers attacked industry criticism that the REACH program demands too much data, especially about how chemicals are employed by downstream users. If chemical makers do not know how their products are used, “how can you say Responsible Care has product stewardship?” Donkers asked, referring to ACS’s industry performance initiative.

Lynn R. Goldman, professor at the Johns Hopkins University’s Bloomberg School of Public Health, expressed concern to the workshop that if or when REACH takes effect, the U.S. could become a “dumping ground” for chemicals no longer acceptable in the EU. John Buccini, a consultant to the United Nations Environment Programme, suggested that a global approach to chemical management is needed. Otherwise, chemical risks will just get redistributed throughout the world when one country or region restricts or bans a substance.

Overall, workshop participants came to no definitive conclusions about its title, “Global Environmental Health in the 21st Century: From Governmental Regulation to Corporate Social Responsibility.” But its discussions are likely to serve as a springboard for further explorations of the link between command-and-control regulations and voluntary industry actions on environmental protection.          
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BBC
Aid agencies' warning on climate

By Alex Kirby

Environment correspondent, BBC News website

The effects of global warming have been "critically overlooked"

The greenhouse effect could wreck attempts to lift the world's poorest people out of poverty and reverse human progress, campaigners say.

A report by a coalition of environment and aid agencies calls for urgent action to avert the threat.

The Working Group on Climate Change and Development says industrialised countries must cut carbon emissions massively by mid-century.

They must also help developing nations adapt to climate change, it argues.

The impacts of climate change will fall disproportionately upon developing countries and the poor

Dr RK Pachauri, The Energy and Resources Institute

A report by the coalition, Up In Smoke, says global warming threatens to make the Millennium Development Goals unattainable.

They are the internationally agreed targets for halving world poverty by 2015. The report says the warming could "even reverse human development achievements".

The coalition's 17 members include ActionAid, Christian Aid, Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace, Oxfam and WWF.

Two other members, the International Institute for Environment and Development and the New Economics Foundation (Nef), organised the report's production, with the involvement of all the rest.

Climate nexus

The foreword to the report is by Dr RK Pachauri, director-general of The Energy and Resources Institute (Teri), India, who also chairs the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

He writes: "Most notable as a major issue of concern is the nexus between climate change and the widespread prevalence of poverty in the world.

"As the Third Assessment Report of the IPCC clearly indicates, 'The impacts of climate change will fall disproportionately upon developing countries and the poor... within all countries.'"

Plans for human development must be "climate-proof"

Among those endorsing the report is Desmond Tutu, winner of the Nobel peace prize and former Anglican archbishop of Cape Town.

He said: "I urge governments, development and environmental organisations to work together to find sustainable solutions to avert a catastrophe that will exacerbate human suffering to a magnitude that perhaps the world has not yet seen."

The report's author, Andrew Simms of Nef, said: "Thousands of people are aiming to make poverty history, but global warming has been critically overlooked...

"To rescue the situation we need a global framework to stop climate change that is based on equality, and we have to ensure that plans for human development are made both climate-proof and climate-friendly."

Litmus test

The report says this means "every policy decision at every level must pass the test of whether it will increase or decrease vulnerability to the effects of climate change... planners must view all development decisions through the lens of risk reduction."

In his foreword Dr Pachauri writes: "It is unlikely that development can... be made climate-proof. But integrating the impacts of climate change in the form of adaptation measures within development strategies can certainly minimise the cost of such impacts."

The coalition says help for developing countries to adapt must acknowledge that "rich country subsidies to their domestic fossil fuel industries stood at $73bn per year in the late 1990s".

It says industrialised countries must cut their greenhouse gas emissions to 60-80% below their 1990 levels "to stop climate change running out of control".

It wants to see plans to relocate communities threatened by climate change, and a global risk assessment of the likely costs of adaptation in poor countries.

Faced by "the intertwined challenges of obscene levels of poverty and a rapidly warming global climate", it says, humanity has no choice.

"There is no either/or approach possible: the world must meet both its commitments."

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London, England)

October  20, 2004 Wednesday

HEADLINE:  Global warming 'threatens poverty goal'

   Global warming may make it impossible to achieve the millennium development

goal of halving global poverty by 2015, according to a report to be published

today.

   The report, called Up in Smoke, claims that climate change that affects

delicate environments or poor areas of the world risks destroying the gains that

aid workers and development charities have made in such areas in recent decades.

   It takes as its starting point several notably destructive spells of weather

in recent years, such as the spate of hurricanes this summer that caused

extensive damage across the Caribbean, and the severe flooding in Bangladesh. 

   The report - from a coalition of groups including the New Economics

Foundation and several development charities, and with a foreword by RK

Pachauri, chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - argues

that these destructive events are likely to be the result of global climate

change.

   The report calls for a global assessment of the likely costs of adaptation to

climate change in poor countries, and for cuts in the emission of greenhouse

gases beyond those demanded under the  United Nations -brokered Kyoto protocol

on climate change.

   It also calls for more small-scale renewable energy projects, funded by

governments around the world, which can help both to tackle poverty and to

reduce climate change.

   The report has received the endorsement of Desmond Tutu, the South African

human rights campaigner and retired Anglican archbishop, who said: "I am deeply

concerned that the physical trends that are evident in our changing environment

are going to be detrimental to humanity at large and especially to the most

vulnerable of the world's communities."

   Separately, the atmospheric chemist James Lovelock will publish today in the

journal Atmospheric Science Letters his arguments in favour of nuclear power as

an alternative to fossil fuels, which are blamed for releasing the greenhouse

gases that are believed to cause global warming and climate change.

   Dr Lovelock is the author of the highly influential Gaia hypothesis, which

states that the Earth behaves as if it were a living organism.

www.ft.com/science www.neweconomics.org
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Danger From Depleted Uranium Is Found Low in Pentagon Study

October 19, 2004

 By MATTHEW L. WALD 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 18 - A Pentagon-sponsored study of weapons made from depleted uranium, a substance whose use has attracted environmental protests around the world, has concluded that it is neither toxic enough nor radioactive enough to be a health threat to soldiers in the doses they are likely to receive. 

In a five-year, $6 million study, researchers fired depleted uranium projectiles into Bradley fighting vehicles

and Abrams tanks, in a steel chamber at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds in Maryland, and measured the levels of

uranium in the air and how quickly the particles settled. 

The conclusion, said Dr. Michael E. Kilpatrick, deputy director of the Deployment Health Support Directorate of

the Defense Department, is that "this is a lethal but safe weapons system." 

The new study did not seek to measure how depleted uranium traveled through the environment or its potential for entering drinking water or crops. 

But it did measure how quickly uranium that is inhaled was passed through the body. Lt. Col. Mark A. Melanson, the program manager for health physics at the Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive Medicine, said that the aerosolized particles of depleted uranium were "moderately soluble," and that inhaled particles would dissolve in lung fluids and eventually pass through the kidneys and enter the urine, with half the uranium being excreted in 10 to 100 days. Uranium that is eaten would pass through far faster and with little absorption, Colonel Melanson said. 

He said the long-term risks were tiny compared with the risk of being killed outright by the weapon. 

The study, conducted by contractors led by the Battelle Memorial Institute, is scheduled to be released Tuesday.

Dr. Kilpatrick said the test results and the findings would be publicly posted for peer review. 

But opponents of using depleted uranium, who have not yet seen the study, were skeptical of the findings. 

"We do know that depleted uranium is radioactive and toxic," said Tara Thornton, of the Military Toxics Project,

a nonprofit group in Lewiston, Me., which seeks to clean up military pollution. "Studies have shown health impacts on rats and other things." Depleted uranium is a byproduct of nuclear weapons production. It is almost entirely a form called Uranium 238, which is left after the more valuable Uranium 235, the kind useful in bombs and reactors, has been removed. Depleted uranium is 1.7 times more dense than lead and penetrates armor easily. 

The United States military has never confronted an opponent that used depleted uranium. Most exposure to American military personnel has been a result of fire from their own forces.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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An 'Oh, Wow, Great, Yea' Moment

When the phone rings in Kenya, you don't expect a call about the Nobel Peace Prize.

By Mia MacDonald

Mia MacDonald is a policy analyst and writer who works on environment, development, gender and population issues. She has taught in the human rights program at Columbia University's School of Internat

October 17, 2004

NAIROBI, Kenya — On the morning of Oct. 8, Wangari Maathai was, as usual, behind schedule. A radio interview had run long, and then we hit Nairobi's notorious rush-hour traffic, which meant she would be late for a meeting in the town of Nyeri, where she was born and whose district she represents in Kenya's parliament. As we bounced along the rutted road leading out of Nairobi, the cellphones of Maathai and her assistant began ringing.

Had she heard, a local journalist asked, that she'd been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize? Another caller said she was on the short list.

No, Maathai replied with a laugh, she hadn't heard anything. A combination of amusement and bemusement played across her face. 

I'd read a story on the Nobel Prize the night before, which talked about nominees like Mohamed ElBaradei, George W. Bush and Tony Blair. There was no mention of Maathai the environmentalist, women's rights activist and democracy campaigner. Maathai the Nobel winner must be a crazy rumor, I said to myself, and I put it out of my mind. I've been a friend and supporter of Maathai's since 2001, and I was trying to tape an interview with her for a book about culture and the environment. I didn't need any more distractions.

I'd switched off my recorder when the Norwegian ambassador to Kenya called. Her assistant said Maathai wasn't available. She was setting up the public address system for her meeting in Nyeri. The ambassador asked that professor Maathai, as she's known in Kenya, call the Nobel Foundation in Norway. She couldn't, though, because her phone can't call abroad.

I asked Maathai about the ambassador's call, and we looked at each other. She made a familiar gesture that translates to "How about that?" I suggested that Maathai call the ambassador back. His number was on her assistant's pad. By now, I could feel my heart beating. 

Maathai's phone rang — the ambassador again. She took the call.

"Mr. Ambassador?" she asked, straining to hear the caller's voice on the staticky line. Her eyes narrowed, then dramatically widened. She laughed and thrust her hand in the air. "Oh, wow, great, yea!" she repeatedly said. She turned to me. "We won!" The Nobel Foundation would be calling. 

Kenya's deputy minister for the environment and natural resources; founder of the Green Belt Movement, an organization that has planted nearly 30 million trees across Kenya through networks of rural women; first woman in East and Central Africa to receive a PhD; first woman to chair a department at the University of Nairobi; and a hero to Kenyans had been awarded the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize. I was stunned.

We hugged for what seemed like a long time. Then Maathai said, her eyes tearing, "I didn't know anyone was listening." 

The cellphones began jingling. No doubt the media. We pulled into the small hotel in Nyeri where we'd planned to take a break. A handful of mostly local journalists clapped at the sight of Maathai. It was 15 minutes to noon — and a whole new world. 

As I watched the announcement of the prize live on CNN in the hotel's deserted bar, I thought about Maathai's work. For decades, she had fought to restore Kenya's degraded environment, especially its forests, and to give poor women a voice in a region of the world where men dominate government. Maathai's persistent calls for democracy and the rule of law had earned her beatings, harassment and jail — as recently as 2001. But she was never deterred. She has inspired civil rights and green movements all over East Africa. 

To celebrate, Maathai urged people to "plant a tree. Imagine the millions we can plant around the world."

The hotel manager brought Maathai a tree to plant. Despite mounting media requests for an interview, Maathai then went to her scheduled community meeting. Not even a Nobel Prize was going to interfere with her commitment to meet with the townspeople. The meeting was cut short, though, when Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki sent a helicopter to take Maathai back to Nairobi. I rode along. The ground below looked very green. After a news conference at State House, it was a long night of interviews, little food and some rushed, tepid tea. 

The next morning I was up early. Pictures of a smiling Maathai in Nyeri appeared on the front pages of Kenya's newspapers. The sun was out. As I moved around the city, it looked as if Nairobi's roadside nurseries had been freshly stocked, overnight, with all manner of trees.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Still championing chimps

Jane Goodall at 70 crusades for apes and Africa Primatologist says there's no chance she'll ever retire

ROS COWARD

SPECIAL TO THE STAR

BRISTOL, ENGLAND—There are not many 70-year-old women who take on extra commitments and get deeper into public controversy. 

But Jane Goodall, the world's leading primatologist, is not like other women. 

While most people her age draw pensions, she is "on the road 300 days a year." 

She criss-crosses the world giving lectures, meeting conservationists and pouring energy into her chimp sanctuaries and the environment youth movement she recently founded. 

She returns whenever she can to the Tanzanian forest home of the chimps that made her famous. 

She was here recently for the Wildscreen, the international wildlife film festival, and to take on critics who say her beloved apes are an expensive lost cause. 

In Bristol, Goodall faced critics who say it's selfish to protect human-like species — flagship favourites — while neglecting more vital but less charismatic creatures. After all, American evolutionist Edward O. Wilson has argued that what's really vital to the ecosystem are not cuddly chimps but ugly bugs. 

Goodall disagrees: "We've got everything still to learn from them. The more we learn, the more we understand ourselves." 

She is a rare species herself, a woman scientist who is a household name. 

Her high profile perhaps owes something to the ethereal beauty she still possesses, which made her bond with chimpanzees so poignant, and to the good fortune of marrying one of the greatest wildlife photographers, Baron Hugo van Lawick, who recorded her work. 

Her years in Gombe's forests produced a quantum leap in understanding primates. We now know that chimps catch human diseases like polio, use tools and express a range of human behaviours and emotions. 

"Her work with chimpanzees," said the late evolutionary scientist Stephen Jay Gould, "represents one of the Western world's greatest scientific achievements." 

Goodall is modest about her fame: "It was because the chimps are so eye-catching, so like us and teach us so much, that my work was recognized worldwide. I was privileged to see behaviour never before witnessed or understood — the dark side that can lead to war and the altruistic, compassionate and loving side." 

Yet, in one small concession to her age, she is now philosophical about the purpose of this pre-eminence. 

"When I look back over my life, it's almost as if there was a plan laid out for me — from the little girl who was so passionate about animals, who longed to go to Africa and whose family couldn't afford to put her through college. 

"Everyone laughed at my dreams. I was supposed to be a secretary in Bournemouth." 

Fate intervened when a family friend invited her to come to Kenya and she looked up Louis Leakey, the great paleoanthropologist. 

"He gave me a job," says Goodall, "and then realized I really did care about the animals and really did want to live in the jungle. Somehow, he got money for this uneducated English girl." 

Leakey was following a hunch that paid off spectacularly. 

"He thought women made better observers," says Goodall. 

Leakey also sent Birute Galdikas to study orangutans and Dian Fossey to study gorillas. 

With Goodall, they became the "trimates," the founding mothers of primatology. 

Goodall met and married van Lawick, who was filming in Africa, and they had a son, known as Grub. He was brought up in Gombe and Goodall applied what she had learned from chimps, who keep their babies close at all times and breast-feed on demand. 

By the 1980s, Goodall's work was world famous. Controversially, she insisted the chimps were individuals, expressing recognizable emotions and behaviours — love, grief, alliances, conflict and collaboration. 

In the mid-1980s, the main problem facing the chimps was habitat loss. 

Recalls Goodall: "In Gombe, there was a sudden influx of refugees from eastern Congo and Burundi. They were starving and went through the area like a swarm cutting down the trees. 

`I had a vision then of being old and having children sitting around me' 

Jane Goodall, remembering her childhood 

"Together with expanding local communities, there was a population explosion. Everywhere there was deforestation, soil erosion and human suffering. I realized we couldn't take care of the chimps unless we took care of the humans." 

So, Goodall started Tacare —"a project to improve the lives of local people in an environmentally sustainable way." 

But now, she says, the bushmeat trade is driving apes to the point of extinction. 

"Dealing with this is massively harder. There's so much money involved. This isn't indigenous people hunting for subsistence. It's commercial exploitation. Loggers open up the forests with roads and commercial hunters follow. 

"They kill everything — monkeys, antelopes, birds — everything. The meat is smoked and the urban elite pays good prices. Some comes to Western restaurants. It's killing on a scale we've never seen before. It's raping the forests." 

Goodall has four sanctuaries burdened with the aftermath of slaughter. 

"At Brazzaville alone, there are 120 orphans," she says. "Many are traumatized after seeing their mothers killed. You can't rehabilitate them into the wild and many live to 60." 

This has led some conservationists to ask: Why pour resources into rescuing chimps that will never be released? 

"Why? Because I value them as individuals," says Goodall. 

"That's what my work has been about. When you meet chimps, you meet individual personalities. When a baby chimp looks at you, it's just like a human baby. We have a responsibility to them." 

She returns to a preoccupation — how clearly chimps demonstrate that early experience, especially the quality of mothering, affects adult behaviour. 

"One mother, Flo, was very patient and tolerant. She was supportive, affectionate and playful. All her offspring grew up assertive and high-ranking. 

"Passion was the opposite: cold, unsupportive and unplayful. All her offspring grew up tense and nervous in social interactions. None was high-ranking. What gives confidence to offspring is the attentive, patient mother who also uses discipline. 

"In human society," Goodall continues, "there's an erosion of this kind of parenting. With family breakups and daycare, many children are deprived of that time and attention." 

About her own family there's an air of wistfulness. 

Goodall divorced van Lawick and married Tanzanian politician Derek Bryceson, who died soon afterward. 

Her son has yet to fully embrace the conservationist cause. 

Home, such as it is, is Bournemouth, her birthplace, where her sister lives. 

Goodall talks about her "group of brothers" — younger men with whom she has close, "not sexual" relationships. 

Her time is mostly devoted to Roots & Shoots, her environmental youth movement active in 67 countries and her "only hope for the future." 

With her beloved chimps on the brink of extinction, how does she fend off despair? 

"If I think about tackling all of it, I give up," she says. "All I can do is the bit I can do and try to inspire others." 

Will she ever retire? 

"I can't. I have no choice. I have to talk about the plight of the apes and the plight of Africa. There may come a moment where I won't be able to travel. 

"Then, I'll spend more time writing. 

"I used to love listening to old people when I was a child. I had a vision then of being old and having children sitting around me. Perhaps that was prophetic." 

The Observer
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General Environment News

Hot Spring: Experts Now Warn of Lurking Danger

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Danger lurks in a remote village in Baringo District where a geyser erupted several months ago. Geothermal experts have warned that the geyser might have disappeared from the surface but was still very active underground. A manager with KenGen, Mr. Silas Simiyu, said the geyser disappeared from the surface after it caved in. The 80-metre geyser erupted in Chepkoyo village in April about 150 meters from the main road leading to Lake Baringo. Simiyu said investigations done by the company's experts revealed that the geyser collapsed internally. He said the soil and rocks blocked the opening from which the hot water was jetting out. "The soil and rocks reduced the pressure that was pushing the water out. The materials might have partially or completely blocked the opening," he said. He warned that the caving in of the geyser might lead to the ground sinking in. Simiyu warned residents and tourists from venturing near the geyser, as it was dangerous. He said the collapse was as a result of erosion on the walls of the borehole. The hot water from the geyser shot up before the casing of the borehole was complete thus eroding the remaining part. He said the water from the geyser was also eroding the soil on its surface, weakening the wall of the borehole. Simiyu at the same time said KenGen was conducting a major survey and analysis in the area to see whether they could establish a power station. Simiyu said they had to ascertain how big and deep the geothermal zone is before establishing a power station. Should the area not be viable for a power station, he said, the company would look for any other uses if any. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410200308.html
Kenya seeks partnership in environmental management
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Kenyan government is keen to partner with the private sector in order to better manage forests and wildlife sustainably, Environment and Natural Resources Minister Kalonzo Musyoka has said.  The minister noted that the private sector continued to actively participate in other socio-economic activities and it was vital that they also be brought on board in environmental conservation and management. Musyoka observed that Kenya had over the last few years witnessed a worrisome reduction in the amount of forest cover which now stood at 1.7 per cent of the country's land area as opposed to the internationally accepted standards of 10 per cent. The minister was speaking Monday night during the launch of a subsidiary company of the giant cement manufacturing company, Bamburi Cement. The company, Larfarge Eco Systems, will be involved in the rehabilitation and restoration of wastelands that resulted from quarrying activities of the Bamburi cement manufacturers. He lauded the initiative by the Cement manufacturing firm for its success in environment conservation, which had resulted into a world famous restored quarry known as Haller Park, which has become a popular tourist attraction site on the Kenyan coast. The park attracts close to 1,000 visitors daily.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng060247&dte=19/10/2004
NCF Raises Alarm Over Deforestation

Daily Champion (Lagos): NIGERIAN Conservation Foundation (NCF) has expressed worry at the level of deforestation still taking place in the country. According to Professor Emmanuel Obot, NCF's Executive Director, in a report presented in Lagos at the 15th annual general meeting (AGM) of the Foundation, "data from our research efforts still indicate massive deforestation around the country, especially in Rivers and Akwa Ibom states." The Foundation which accused several state governments of being reckless in granting licence for logging, lamented the level of poverty among the people and the irreversible damage caused by deforestation to all key life support systems. For instance, Prof. Obot noted that even though over 30 billion dollars worth of oil and gas had been extracted from the Niger Delta since 1956 when mineral oil was discovered in Oloibiri, "the people still live in miserable poverty." The unaddressed prolonged environmental degradation in the area had further impoverished the people. He therefore suggested the development of renewable natural resources, noting that the rural poor depend on such resources like fish, shellfish, non-timber-forest products as well as environmental services for food, shelter and healthcare delivery. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410200574.html
Clean-Up Operations to Remove Oil Spill

BuaNews (Pretoria): Officials have today begun implementing a series of measures to remove oil that leaked from the grounded German owned vessel, BBC China, on the Wild Coast These include the mobilization of equipment in preparation for oil transfer of the vessel's 120 tones of oil, which comprise 50 tones heavy fuel, 60 tones gas oil and ten tones lubricant.  The vessel got stranded last Saturday about 150m off Port Grosvenor shore. It was sailing from Port of Spain in the Caribbean to Durban and from there to Dar-es-Salaam in Tanzania. Oil from the stricken vessel had leaked and washed up on to the adjacent rocks and into the tidal pools but there was no concern of any significant pollution as much of the oil had been dissipated by wave action, said the Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism. The department is working together with a team from the South African Maritime Association (SAMSA) and the salvage company, SMIT Marine to deal with the mess. A response team arrived on the scene on Monday and was monitoring the casualty. The local municipality and workers from the community are also assisting with the cleaning of the rocks. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410200235.html
Nuclear Energy Summit Postponed to Next Year

Cape Argus (Cape Town): The government will still host a major summit on the controversial issue of using more nuclear energy, but not before next year. The summit had been scheduled for just before this year's elections but was cancelled at the last minute, leading to strong criticism from some environmentalists who accused the African National Congress of being scared to tackle the issue for fear of losing votes.  The announcement on the timing of the summit was made yesterday at the same time as senior Department of Minerals and Energy officials painted for parliamentarians a rosy picture of nuclear power, including the controversial Pebble Bed Modular Reactor (PBMR) project which Eskom wants to build at Koeberg. Also, a senior Environmental Affairs and Tourism official warned that South Africa would probably face increasing international pressure to reduce its emissions of "greenhouse gases" which cause global warming - most of which result from its coal-fired power stations - and that the country would have to reconsider its energy-generation options. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410200072.html
Tanzania to Destroy 50,000 Tones of Obsolete Pesticides

The East African (Nairobi): TANZANIA IS among six African countries, and the only country from the East African region to benefit from an international programme that aims at cleaning up an estimated 50,000 tones of obsolete stockpiles of pesticides in Africa. According to the Director General of the National Environmental Management Council (NEMC), Dr Magnus Ngoile, the country has been chosen on the basis of its successful completion of a national inventory on the pesticides' locations and quantities. "Past and recent inventories undertaken in the country have placed us among the six countries in the first phase of a major drive on the continent. This is one of several high-profile initiatives in the spirit of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) to unite Africans in finding common solutions to problems," said Dr Ngoile. The six countries targeted for the Phase I clean up activities are Ethiopia, Mali, Morocco, South Africa, Tanzania and Tunisia, while Nigeria and eight other countries will begin prevention and preparation activities. Dr Ngoile said that previous assessments indicated a widespread problem of obsolete agro-chemicals. "This was part of a project designed to address a severe, widespread problem with international dimensions. It was followed by a plan for the disposal of the obsolete agro-chemicals," he said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410190739.html
CITES Convention Ends, Adopts Measures to Strengthen Wildlife Management
Vanguard (Lagos): A two-week meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) has ended with decisions to strengthen wildlife management, combat illegal trafficking and update the trade rules for a wide range of plant and animal species. "The Bangkok conference has crafted solutions to meet the particular needs of many wildlife species that are either endangered or that could become so if traded unsustainably," said Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers of CITES, whose secretariat is administered by the UN Environment Programme. "These solutions seek to conserve the earth's rich heritage of biological diversity while supporting the sustainable development of local communities and national economies," he said. The conference decided to place ramin (a Southeast Asian tree that produces high-value timber) and agarwood (which produces "agar" oil) on Appendix II. By requiring the use of CITES export permits, these listings will improve the ability of the ramin and agarwood range states to manage tree stocks. It will also allow both exporters and importers to ensure that trade is sustainable and to tackle illegal trade. The great white shark and the hump head wrasse - two fish species of great commercial value - were also added to CITES and can now only be traded with permits. Another marine species, the Irrawaddy dolphin, was transferred from Appendix II to Appendix I, which forbids all commercial trade. "In recent years CITES has started to list commercially valuable fish species such as sturgeon, seahorses, and the basking and whale sharks. The addition of more listings this week suggests that governments believe CITES can contribute to the goal agreed at the 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development of restoring fishery stocks to sustainable levels by 2015," said Mr. Wijnstekers. The African elephant was the subject of extensive debate. The conference agreed to an ambitious action plan for cracking down on unregulated domestic markets in elephant ivory.  Trade rules were also strengthened for a number of medicinal plants, including hoodia, used in diet pills; the desert-living cistanche, a natural tonic; and the Chinese yew tree, which boasts cancer-fighting properties. Decisions that will promote the practical implementation of the Convention were taken on economic incentives, guidelines for sustainable use, and synergies with the Convention on Biological Diversity, the rules for personal and household effects, the budget and related issues. Still other decisions seek to strengthen the conservation of threatened or endangered species already controlled by CITES, including the Saiga antelope, sharks, and the hawksbill turtle. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410190255.html
Kagame invited to Brazzaville confab on biodiversity

Kigali, Rwanda (PANA) - Rwandan President Paul Kagame Wednesday received an invitation from his Congolese counterpart Denis Sassou Nguesso to attend an upcoming conference on biodiversity billed for Brazzaville, official sources said here. Congolese environment and forests minister Henri Djombo delivered the invitation during an audience with the president, the sources said. The conference, devoted to environmental protection and biodiversity in Central Africa will bring together heads of state of the sub-region and experts from America and Europe, the Congolese minister said. He did not state the date of the meeting. Djombo, however, told journalists later that President Kagame had agreed to participate in the conference.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng060477&dte=20/10/2004
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General Environment News

United Indonesia Cabinet line up 
JAKARTA (JP): President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono announced on Wednesday at the State Palace his cabinet line up. 
The line up was announced at 11:50 p.m. after being postponed from the original schedule at 8 p.m. 
Following is the United Indonesia Cabinet line up: 
Adm. (ret) Widodo A.s. : Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal and Security Affairs 
Aburizal Bakrie : Coordinating Minister for the Economy 
Alwi Shihab : Coordinating Minister for People's Welfare 
Lt. Gen. (ret) Muh. Ma'aruf: Minister of Home Affairs 
Hassan Wirajuda : Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Juwono Sudarsono : Minister of Defense 
Hamid Awaluddin : Minister of Justice and Human Rights 
Yusuf Anwar : Minister of Finance 
Purnomo Yusgiantoro : Minister of Energy and Natural Resources 
Adung Nitimiharja : Minister of Industry 
Mari E. Pangestu : Minister of Trade 
Anton Apriyantono : Minister of Agriculture 
M.S. Ka'ban : Minister of Forestry 
Hatta Radjasa : Minister of Transportation 
Freddy Numberi : Minister of Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
Soegiharto : Minister of Cooperatives, Small and Medium Enterprises 
Fahmi Idris : Minister of Manpower and Transmigration 
Joko Kirmanto : Minister of Public Works 
Bambang Soedibyo : Minister of Education 
Bachtiar Chamsyah : Minister of Social Services 
M. Maftuh Basyuni : Minister of Religious Affairs 
Jero Watjik : Minister of Culture and Tourism 
Kusmayanto Kadiman : State Minister for Research and Technology 
Suryadarma Ali : State Minister for Cooperatives and Small and Medium Enterprises 
Rachmat Witoelar : State Minister of Environment 
Meutia Hatta : State Minister for Women Empowerment 
Taufik Effendi : State Minister for Administrative Reform 
Syaifulah Yusuf : State Minister for Acceleration of Development in Backwards Regions 
Soegiarto : State Minister for State Enterprises 
Sofyan A. Djalil : State Minister for Information and Communication 
M. Yusuf Anshari : State Minister for Public Housing 
Adyaksa Dault : State Minister for Youth and Sports Affairs 
Yusril Ihza Mahendra : Minister/State Secretary 
Sudi Silalahi : Cabinet Secretary 
Sri Mulyani Indrawati : Chairperson of the National Development Planning Agency (Bappenas) Abdurrahman Saleh : Attorney General 
The new cabinet will be sworn in on Thursday at 10 a.m. at the State Palace. (nvn) 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detaillatestnews.asp?fileid=20041021005659&irec=0 
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	''In Argentina there is environmental masquerading''

	



By Francesca Colombo*
Argentine biologist Raúl Montenegro, winner of the ''Alternative Nobel Prize'', spoke with Tierramérica about his environmental achievements.
BUENOS AIRES - Argentine biologist Raúl Montenegro will receive in December the Right Livelihood Award, known as the ''Alternative Nobel Prize'', for his ''outstanding and wide-ranging work with local communities and indigenous peoples to protect the environment and conserve natural resources in Latin America and elsewhere.'' 

The prize, whose name refers to the principle that ''each person should follow an honest occupation'', recognizes people who provide practical answers to major contemporary problems. It was founded in 1980 and includes an award of 268,000 dollars. Montenegro will receive it in a ceremony in the Swedish Parliament. 

Montenegro is a professor of evolutionary biology at the University of Córdoba, in central Argentina, and president of that province's Environmentalist Foundation, FUNAM. He has dedicated his life to anti-nuclear activities, creating protected nature areas, fighting chemical contamination, combating deforestation, and protecting water resources. 

He has worked in Latin American and African countries, as well as India, and says he learned in his travels that knowledge is to be found closer to the earth, far from urban lights. 

In 1992 the activist received the Austrian Nuclear-Free Future Award; in 1989 the Global 500 prize from the United Nations; and in 1971 the scientific research award given by the University of Buenos Aires. 

Q: What does receiving the Alternative Nobel mean to you? 
A: It is an international pat on the back for the soul. When one experiences so many struggles, many of them difficult and fruitless, and one receives so many threats and pressures, the prize is like a shield that I can be thankful for and enjoy. 

Q: What are the leading environmental problems in Argentina? 
A: Corruption, inept officials, and the selfishness of companies and of many citizens. The result is a country that has increasingly less natural environment, and more and more contamination. More than 80 percent of the native forests have been destroyed. There is no environmental management; there is environmental masquerading. 

Q: The Mbya tekoa yma and Tekoa kapii yuate communities have been thrown off their lands in the Yabotí reserve, in Misiones province (northeast), by private companies that are logging hundred-year-old trees and destroying habitat. What has FUNAM achieved in defense of these communities? 
A: A lot, but it's not enough. It has revealed the four leading culprits in that silent genocide: the Mocomá Forestal company, Misiones' Governor Carlos Rovira, Ecology Minister Luis Jacobo and director of Guaraní affairs Arnulfo Verón. FUNAM won a yearlong moratorium on tree extraction, though it isn't strictly enforced, and it established that (indigenous) communities must be owners of the territories where they live. 

Q: Is it possible to halt the genocide and the chainsaws with e-mail and fax campaigns like FUNAM is conducting? 
A: Yes, because their impact is tremendous. Governments fear that sort of international pressure and the publicity of how they are responsible (for environmental problems). 

Q: Another FUNAM campaign calls for a ban on the hunting and trade of iguanas. Has that produced results? 
A: We won for an undetermined amount of time an end to hunting without quotas. We also publicized ties between the governor of Córdoba, Eduardo Angeloz, and La Unión tannery. The scandal and the subsequent bankruptcy of the firm led to a drastic reduction in iguana hunting. 

Q: In 1994 FUNAM was in Guatemala to fight the construction of a Canadian nuclear reactor. What was that experience like? 
A: Exceptional. We explained to the national environmental agency the risks of that reactor, and we convinced them to take a stance against its entry into the country. Years later we led a similar campaign in Zimbabwe and they shelved an initiative to buy an Argentine nuclear reactor. 

Q: Why do you say that FUNAM is ''truly Third World''? 
A: Because we work without pay, and with ridiculously low budgets. In 23 years we have hardly used any external funds. Despite our limited financial capacity, we are a headache for many governments and corporations. But the communities respect us. 

Q: Must an academic like you have his feet in the dirt in order to achieve change? 
A: It's important, but also to know how to step out when one is always in contact with the earth. I bring the technical tools to the community, but also in the field I obtain ideas and knowledge that is important for academia. Ivory towers are as dangerous as getting down to the dirt. The challenge is to have humility and to never stop learning. 

http://www.periodico26.cu/
Acuerdan en la Habana importante Programa de Cooperación Sur-Sur

Representantes de varios países latinoamericanos y del Caribe acordaron en esta capital un programa de Cooperación Sur-Sur para enfrentar los principales problemas ambientales que afectan a la región.

Los participantes de la Primera Reunión de Altos Funcionarios para la Cooperación Sur-Sur, declaró a Prensa Latina Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, Director Regional del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), lograron identificar un conjunto de siete áreas en las cuales la colaboración puede ser más fructífera.

Hemos concretado ideas sobre como comenzar a trabajar para, con el papel catalizador de las agencias de la ONU, lograr impactos objetivos específicos en el desarrollo sostenible de los pequeños estados insulares del Caribe, explicó el funcionario.

Tras la cita, aseguró, los países de la región estamos en excelentes condiciones para avanzar en esa dirección, así como de responder al Foro de Ministros de Medio Ambiente de América Latina con resultados bien representativos de lo que puede ser la colaboración Sur-Sur.

La reunión, explicó por su parte Jorge Fernández Chamero, Director de Colaboración Internacional del Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio Ambiente de Cuba, responde a la Decisión 4 de la XIV Reunión del Foro de Ministros de Medio Ambiente de América Latina y el Caribe celebrada el pasado año en Panamá.

Ese acuerdo se refiere a la implementación de un Programa de Pequeños Estados Insulares en Desarrollo del Caribe.

Particular relevancia se le dio a la necesidad de la movilización de recursos para el Programa de Acción de Barbados (1994), tanto por la vía de los proyectos GEF, como por las donaciones bilaterales y multilaterales.

En la cita, Chamero expuso en nombre de Cuba la urgente necesidad de continuar demandando el cumplimiento por parte de los países desarrollados de la ayuda en recursos financieros que requiere la implementación de ese plan.

Cuba propuso en ese sentido que los acuerdos de la reunión de América Latina y el Caribe, sean llevados al encuentro mundial de Mauricio, en el 2005, como un ejemplo de procesos construidos desde nuestra región, en función de contribuir a resolver o mitigar problemas de la comunidad de pequeños estados insulares del Caribe.

En particular las áreas en las cuales las naciones reunidas trabajarán de inmediato son Energías Renovables, Cambio Climático, Manejo de Desastres, Recursos Acuíferos, Biodiversidad (incluyendo pesquerías y bosques), Manejo sostenible de los recursos de tierra, Comercio y Medio Ambiente, Gestión Integrada del Mar Caribe, y Bioseguridad.

En esta primera reunión de su tipo en el área estuvieron presentes Barbados, Belice, Brasil, Trinidad y Tobago, Argentina, Chile y Venezuela.

Además se encontraban el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Desarrollo, la Comisión Económica para América Latina (CEPAL) y el Centro Agronómico Tropical de Investigación y Enseñanza.

Asimismo asistieron la Organización de Estados del Caribe del Este, la Red del Caribe para el Desarrollo Rural Integrado y las Universidades de Belice, Guyana, y de las Indias Orientales.

www.ansa.it
PROGRAMA DE COOPERACION SUR-SUR PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
LA HABANA, 20 (ANSA) - Representantes de países de América Latina y el Caribe acordaron un programa de cooperación sur-sur para enfrentar los problemas relacionados con el medio ambiente que afectan a la región.
    "Hemos concretado ideas sobre cómo comenzar a trabajar para, con el papel catalizador de las agencias de la ONU, lograr impactos específicos en el desarrollo sostenible de los pequeños estados insulares del Caribe", afirmó Ricardo Sosa, director regional del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).
    En particular las áreas en las cuales las naciones reunidas trabajarán de inmediato son energía renovable, cambio climático, manejo de Desastres, Comercio y Medio Ambiente y Bioseguridad, entre otras. 

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/
Reunión regional del Parlatino para el proyecto de Ciudadanía Ambiental Global del PNUMA

Del 20 al 22 se realizará la reunión regional del Parlatino para el Programa de Ciudadanía Ambiental Global auspiciado por el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA). 

A este taller han confirmado su participación parlamentarios de México, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Perú, Argentina y Chile y durante el mismo será presentado el proyecto cubano de "Ciudadanía Ambiental". 

El proyecto cubano es parte del programa regional de Ciudadanía Ambiental Global que será aplicado por tres años a través de seis "redes ciudadanas", en siete países latinoamericanos bajo la coordinación de la Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe del PNUMA. 

La asistencia financiera estará a cargo del Fondo Mundial para el Medio Ambiente (GEF-PNUD). 

Cuba ha seleccionado siete municipios "piloto" para la aplicación de la estrategia del Programa Ciudadanía Ambiental Global, que son parte de un plan nacional de mejoramiento ambiental y trabajan en proyectos o programas regionales.

www.tierramerica.net
	Furry Moths Invade Northern Venezuela

	




By Yensi Rivero*
An explosion in the population of a moth species, fomented by Hurricane Ivan last month, has triggered allergic reactions in at least 3,000 Venezuelans.
CARACAS - Thousands of residents in Venezuela's northeastern coastal villages seek refuge in their homes at nightfall. They close the doors and windows, turn off the lights, and even pray for salvation from a plague of hairy moths, the Hylesia metabus, which are attracted to light and leave a wake of allergic reactions. 

Already some 3,000 people have been affected by allergic reactions to the tiny hairs -- or setae -- that come off the bodies of the moths, according to reports from health centers in Sucre, Delta, Amacuro and Monagas states. 

''These are insects measuring about five centimeters, brown, whose adult life -- in which they actively release the harmful hairs -- lasts one week. Each female can produce up to 400 eggs,'' researcher Frances Osborn, of the Venezuelan Universidad de Oriente, told Tierramérica. 

The Hylesia genre of moths ''is neotropical, native to the Americas, ranging from the United States to Argentina, while the metabus species is found in eastern Venezuela and the neighboring Guyanas. It inhabits mangroves, particularly the red mangrove,'' said Osborn. 

Health reports for recent decades indicate numerous cases of epidemic dermatitis caused by the Hylesia in Argentina, Brazil, the southern United States, Mexico and Peru. 

In Venezuela, the first reports of allergies to this furry moth date to the late 1930s, when the crews of oil tankers were affected and, when they received treatment, were diagnosed with ''papillonite'' (named for ''papillon'', or butterfly, in French). The name originated in French Guyana. 

Strong winds generated by Hurricane Ivan, which passed near Venezuela's Caribbean coast in September, carried the moth larvae from isolated mangrove forests to populated areas. 

The Hylesia metabus spread first through the towns of the Gulf of Paria, which separates Venezuela from Trinidad, and this month reached Caripito, 100 km from the coast and home to several thousand people. 

With the spread of the moths came allergic reactions, including hives, conjunctivitis, headaches and other reactions, varying in intensity, depending on the individual's sensitivity. ''Children are the most vulnerable because of their sensitive skin,'' said Osborn. 

''Not all of the moths hatch at the same time and their life cycle lasts three months, so the problem is prolonged,'' a health ministry official told Tierramérica. 

Once the larval phase -- lasting some 58 days -- is complete, and the moth enters its adult phase, females begin to release hairs to protect their eggs. 

The concentration of lights in towns and villages attracts more moths to populated areas. 

''All socioeconomic activities have been affected, because as soon as night falls, people avoid turning on lights in their homes -- even opening refrigerators -- so they won't attract the moths. Businesses have been forced to close their doors earlier, and that has caused important economic losses,'' said the health official after visiting the area. 

Health centers report allergic reactions such as severe inflammations that look like magnified mosquito bites, particularly on the neck and arms. 

Medical treatment entails antihistamines to counteract the effects triggered by the moth setae, said Carlos Villalobos, director of environmental health for Fundasalud, an institute in Sucre. 

Many villagers opt for home remedies, including compresses of vinegar and camphor to reduce the burning and itching sensation. This improvised remedy also creates a protective layer over the skin, protecting it from the allergic effects of the moth hairs. 

''The hive-inducing proteins of the hairs are inhibited a bit upon contact with the acids of those substances, but we are still engaged in studies to determine concrete results,'' said Osborn. 

While the experts continue their studies, officials are enacting health measures, such as installing ''light traps'' on town lampposts to attract the moths. The traps contain the moth hairs. 

Other efforts include aerial fumigation, using organic substances, but also high-pressure gasoil spraying where there are heavy concentrations of the moths. 

Every day, 9,000 liters of gasoil and 15,000 liters of insecticide are applied, at a cost estimated to reach ''some 260,000 dollars over the period of these operations,'' which could last three weeks, said Fundasalud's Villalobos. 

________________________________________________________________________________
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In the headlines:

• Fiji to provide security detail for UN officials in Iraq

• Joint UN-Sudan panel to meet on worsening security in Darfur

• UNICEF adviser says rape in Darfur, Sudan continues with impunity

• Most complaints on Afghan elections concerned voter-marking ink, UN says

• Georgia-Abkhaz peace process ‘perilously close’ to standstill, Annan reports

• Insecurity prevents UN from sending staff to Iraq, UN regional official says

• UNESCO chief condemns assassination of journalists in Iraq

• UN health agency calls for better prevention and treatment of epilepsy

• About a third of West African children have no access to iodized salt - UNICEF

• Liberia: UN-run disarmament tops expectations but aid needed to help ex-fighters

• UN forecasts mixed picture for Latin America and Caribbean forests

• Robots are taking an increasing number of jobs, new UN report says

Fiji to provide security detail for UN officials in Iraq

20 October - Fiji has agreed to provide a protective security detail for senior United Nations officials in

Iraq, as well as a guard unit for UN facilities in Baghdad, a spokesperson for the world body said today.

In addition, Australia has confirmed that it will provide most of the equipment to the Fijians, Marie Okabe said in New York.

Voicing gratitude to the two governments for their "critical" contribution, Ms. Okabe said this would

"make it possible for the UN to consider expanding its activities in Iraq, as circumstances permit."

Asked about the number of Fijians in the force and the timing of its deployment, Ms. Okabe said about 130 would be heading to Iraq as soon as logistical preparations and training are completed, perhaps by next month. She added that the UN is in talks with the United States regarding the provision of a unit of the multi-national force (MNF) dedicated to UN perimeter security, as well as armed escorts for UN personnel as they travel outside the international zone in Baghdad.

As for whether circumstances would allow an increase in UN staff, Ms. Okabe said security conditions were being monitored daily. She also noted that the current staff ceiling - set by the UN Security Coordinator - remained at 35, but would change once circumstances permit.

Meanwhile in Iraq, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, held a series of meetings in Baghdad with representatives of Iraqi civil society, diplomats and others on means to advance the political process and the role the UN can play in promoting national dialogue, Ms. Okabe said.

The talks also focused on national elections planned for next January, security and the human rights situation as well as efforts to encourage a broad based-dialogue and reconciliation in Iraq, she added.

Mr. Qazi reiterated the UN's commitment to fulfil its mandate under Security Council resolutions and to serving the Iraqi people, highlighting the support the UN is providing to the country's Independent Electoral Commission and the rebuilding process, according to the spokesperson.

Responding to a question about comments by the Iraqi Foreign Minister that the UN had not sent enough electoral workers, Ms. Okabe affirmed that the Secretary-General "has been doing his best to try to give as much support to the Iraqi Electoral Commission, and to the process, and as circumstances permit, we would obviously want to increase the assistance to the best of our ability."

Joint UN-Sudan panel to meet on worsening security in Darfur

20 October - Deteriorating security in Sudan's Darfur region and its impact on humanitarian operations and the safety of aid workers will be discussed tomorrow at a meeting bringing together United Nations and Sudanese Government officials.

The session of the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM) in the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, will be the

seventh since it was set up after the UN and Sudan signed a joint communiqué in July on addressing the

conflict in Darfur. Participants are also slated to discuss the upcoming peace talks on Darfur in Abuja, Nigeria, according to the UN Advance Mission in Sudan (UNAMIS).

Meanwhile, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, is scheduled to attend the negotiations in Abuja between the Government and Darfur's two rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM). In meetings with the delegations he is expected to discuss the UN's role in Darfur.

In a related development, the African Union's Peace and Security Council will meet tomorrow in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to consider and decide on the size and mandate of the proposed expanded AU Mission to Darfur. The Council will consider recommendations presented to it by the Union's Military Commission.

The AU currently has some 350 monitors in the vast region, and Mr. Annan has recommended that the expanded AU force be given the power to protect internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees, including those living in makeshift camps, monitor the activities of the local police, and disarm fighters, including the Janjaweed militias accused of committing most of the attacks against civilians.

UNICEF adviser says rape in Darfur, Sudan continues with

impunity

19 October - Armed militias in Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region are continuing to rape women and girls with impunity, an expert from the United Nations children’s agency said today on her return from a mission to the region. Pamela Shifman, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) adviser on violence and sexual exploitation, said she heard dozens of harrowing accounts of sexual assaults – including numerous reports of gang-rapes – when she visited internally displaced persons (IDPs) at one camp and another settlement in North Darfur last week.

“Rape is used as a weapon to terrorize individual women and girls, and also to terrorize their families and to terrorize entire communities,” she said in an interview with the UN News Service. “No woman or girl is safe.” Stressing that greater political will from the Sudanese Government, the African Union (AU) and the UN system is necessary to stop the practice, Ms. Shifman said the sexual violence will not end until there is recognition that it is deliberate and not  some accidental by-product of war.

Ms. Shifman said every woman or girl she spoke to had either endured sexual assault herself, or knew of someone who had been attacked, particularly when they left the relative safety of their IDP camp or settlement to find firewood. “They know this is a treacherous trip and they fear the trip. But they have absolutely no choice; they must go out,” she said, explaining many families fear that if the men were to seek firewood instead, the militias would kill them. At least 1.45 million people are internally displaced within Darfur since militias, known colloquially as the Janjaweed, began attacking villages in response to an armed uprising by two local rebel groups against Sudanese Government forces last year. Another 200,000 people have fled to neighbouring Chad. Ms. Shifman said the women and girls always identified their attackers as Janjaweed or soldiers, and victims fall into every age category.

In one example, a 16-year-old girl who was raped, along with her aunt, when they recently searched for firewood, told Ms. Shifman she is now too afraid to leave her hut under any circumstances, and relies on other people to bring her essential supplies.

Yet none of the women and girls Ms. Shifman knew of a single case where an attacker had been punished or brought to justice for his crimes.

“The perpetrators must be held accountable,” she stressed. “There are Sudanese laws against rape and there are Sudanese courts, and they have to be used.”

Ms. Shifman also called for the political will to be translated into better security for the IDPs so that they feel it is safe to leave the camps and return home without being attacked or raped again by the Janjaweed.

The UNICEF adviser also warned that experience shows that whenever there is sexual violence during war, sexual health problems follow. UNICEF is concerned that some of the women and girls who have been raped may endure unwanted pregnancies, or contract sexually transmitted diseases such as HIV/AIDS. Ms. Shifman added that the needs of the women and children are not only physical. One 6-year-old girl, for example, told her: “I want my village to be good and I want the hate to disappear.”

Most complaints on Afghan elections concerned voter-marking ink, UN says

20 October - Most of the 285 formal complaints about Afghanistan's election concern ink used to mark

voters, the UN mission in the country said today. For about 180 of the complaints, action has either been taken or has started, or is not required, Manoel de Almeida e Silva, spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said at a press briefing in the capital Kabul.

More than 45 per cent of the complaints to the Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB) concerned the application of indelible ink, he said. Other grievances were of a general nature about the process itself, dealt with polling personnel, a shortage of polling material, multiple voting, under-age voters or insufficient voter education. Meanwhile, the three-member panel of experts looking into the complaints were at a counting centre in Gardez, where ballot boxes that were deemed problematic were isolated. They have already visited the station in Kabul.

Georgia-Abkhaz peace process ‘perilously close’ to standstill,Annan reports

20 October - Warning that the Georgia-Abkhaz peace process has come “perilously close” to a standstill,

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has urged both sides to resume political contacts and to

continue pursuing a negotiated settlement to the conflict. “I remain deeply convinced that further progress in the peace process is possible only through participation of both sides in genuine negotiations,” Mr. Annan says in a report to the Security Council on the situation in Abkhazia, Georgia.

He notes that while his Special Representative, Heidi Tagliavini, is still in close and frequent contact with both sides, they have not met at the political level since July, and even the regular working level contacts have been suspended.

The Secretary-General voices hope that after the October “elections,” the Abkhaz side “will muster the political will” to return to the UN-led peace process without preconditions and to seek solutions at the negotiating table. As for the Georgian side, Mr. Annan urges it to maintain its commitment to pursuing settlement of the conflict in Abkhazia and other internal disputes exclusively by peaceful means.

The Secretary-General also stresses again the importance of sec urity for personnel with the UN Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOMIG), which was established in 1993 to verify compliance with the ceasefire agreement between the Government and the separatist authorities in Abkhazia. Its mandate has since been expanded to deal also with policing, human rights and humanitarian issues.

He urges both sides to identify and bring to justice the perpetrators of criminal acts, including those responsible for the ambush of a UNOMIG bus in the Abkhaz capital of Sukhumi in September 1998, the shooting down of a UNOMIG helicopter in October 2001 and those involved in hostage-taking incidents.

Insecurity prevents UN from sending staff to Iraq, UN regional official says

20 October - The United Nations commission for the Middle East is eager to respond to requests by Iraqi

officials seeking a stronger presence by the world body in the country, but the security situation remains

too unstable, a senior UN official based in the region said today.

"The news coming from Iraq is disturbing - a lot of casualties, a lot of attacks, and it doesn't stop," said

Mervat Tallawy, Executive Director of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

(ESCWA). Numerous Iraqi ministers were calling for an expanded UN presence, she noted, but Secretary-General Kofi Annan had to protect his staff. For its part, ESCWA is hoping to go to Iraq, "but every time the situation is not allowing us, it is deteriorating, so we also cannot risk losing our colleagues." Away from Baghdad, it is difficult to measure the impact of the reconstruction effort, she said in response to questions, adding "Anyway, we are hoping that the situation would calm down so we can be in a position to answer the requests by the Iraqis."

Currently, ESCWA is working to train students from Iraq in Amman, Jordan, and other neighbouring capitals. "We are doing our best under circumstances where we cannot go in," she said.

Ms. Tallawy also reported on the recent ESCWA-supported Arab-International Forum on Palestine which aimed to galvanize action to benefit Palestinians living under occupation. Multi-million dollar initiatives were announced to help improve the situation in Gaza, rehabilitate the agricultural sector and replant olive trees that had been uprooted during Israeli incursions.

More important than the final pledges, she said, was the opening of channels of communication between those inside the occupied territory and those on the outside. "There was a lot of enthusiasm and support which moved the Palestinian representative," she said.

UNESCO chief condemns assassination of journalists in Iraq

20 October - The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has condemned the murder of two journalists last week in Iraq, decrying the “intolerable” death toll of media professionals in that country. Dina Mohammed Hassan, a correspondent for Al-Hurriya TV, was killed last Thursday in Baghdad, and photographer Karam Hussein of the European Pressphoto Agency was murdered Friday in Mosul. Their deaths add to the more than 50 journalists who have been killed in Iraq over the past 18 months, according to the International News Safety Institute (INSI). “I cannot find words strong enough to condemn the deliberate killing of Dina Mohammed Hassan and of Karam Hussein,”Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said in a statement yesterday. “The sheer number of deaths endured by the journalistic profession in Iraq is intolerable, all the more so considering the essential role journalists have to play in the reconstruction of the country as a pluralistic democracy.”

Stressing that the democratic values of dialogue and open debate cannot thrive without free and independent media, he said, “The cowardly actions of those resorting to murder to deter the professionals who feed such debate must be stopped.” Both journalists were gunned down by unidentified assailants as they were leaving their homes. According to the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Ms. Hassan received unspecified threats to stop working for Al- Hurriya, which is backed by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. She is also said to have been warned to wear an Islamic headscarf. Before working for Pressphoto, Mr. Karam contributed photographs to the Associated Press.

UN health agency calls for better prevention and treatment of epilepsy

20 October - Urging governments to improve the prevention and treatment of epilepsy, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) is spotlighting the neurological disease, which induces seizures in at least 50 million people worldwide, with a new report on its occurrence in the Western Pacific region. The First Beijing International Forum for Epilepsy will launch the regional report tomorrow, entitled Epilepsy in the Western Pacific Region: A call to action, with a call for more action in support of public education, community-based prevention programmes, anti-epilepsy organizations, legislative reform, research, and better information exchange within and among countries.

While epilepsy is preventable and treatable with relatively safe and inexpensive drugs, in developing countries about 70 to 90 per cent of people with the disease do not receive appropriate treatment or care, said WHO's Dr. Wang Xiangdong. Meanwhile, "epilepsy imposes enormous physical, psychological, social and economic burdens on individuals, families and countries, especially due to misunderstanding, fear and stigma."

Cost-efficient treatments were available to help up to 70 per cent of epileptics live fulfilling, productive, seizure-free lives, Dr. Wang said.

About a third of West African children have no access to iodized salt - UNICEF

20 October - Though programmes are in place to provide all families in West Africa with iodized table salt by next year, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) today said about 3 million children in the region still have no access to the treated condiment which could protect them against some forms of brain damage. "As a priority, the region's iodized salt production needs to be ramped up and quality-controlled," UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in an address to the West African Consultation on Universal Salt Iodization, being held in Dakar, Sengal. "And at the same time we need to reach out to the households still at risk to build understanding and demand for iodized salt."

Iodized salt protects children against the devastating effects of deficiency, including brain damage, mental retardation and reduced learning ability, that could ruin the lives of up to 30 per cent of West African children annually, UNICEF said. Iodine deficiency in adults can also lead to goitres and miscarriages. According to UNICEF, iodine deficiency can lower the intelligence quotient of a population by as many as 13 points. West Africa imports about 925,000 tons of iodized salt each year, it said. UNICEF provides potassium iodate to some local

manufacturers for inclusion in the similar amount made in the region, a New York spokesperson for the Fund said. Nonetheless, in Mauritania only 2 per cent of families use iodized salt, compared to 95 per cent in Nigeria, 80 per cent in post-conflict Liberia, 74 per cent in Mali and 68 per cent in Guinea. The ratio is not the same across a single country, either, with 94 per cent of families having access to iodized salt in Mali's capital, Bamako - a figure that drops to 27 per cent in the rural north.

"Closing this gap must be a first priority not a final step," Ms. Bellamy cautioned. "For children born into a world of unfair disparities, universal iodization of salt is one of the cheapest and most effective ways of improving their lives. With such effective tools and strategies at our disposal, we cannot be satisfied with anything less than 100 per cent coverage."

Liberia: UN-run disarmament tops expectations but aid needed to help ex-fighters

20 October - Over 95,000 former fighters in Liberia - including 10,000 children - have turned in weapons to United Nations peacekeepers as the end of the process approaches, but more funds are needed to ensure their safe reintegration into society, the top UN envoy to the country said today.

With 31 October set as the deadline for ex-combatants to give up their arms, available resources have not

matched promises, Jacques Paul Klein told the UN News Service. Of the $520 million pledged at a major

UN donors' conference in February, only $354 million has been received.

While the disarmament process is largely finished, reintegration and rehabilitation are taking on greater importance, especially in a country which already has an 85 per cent unemployment rate. Reintegrating some 100,000 young people into Liberian society will be "an awesome task," Mr. Klein said.

The envoy pointed out that long-term support is needed to lift Liberia out of turmoil and poverty. "Liberia is a failed State," he observed. "We've put out the fire, but we must also have the assets and take the time to rebuild the house." Youngsters who have disarmed are taken to interim care centres run by the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), where they receive not only physical but also psychological support, which is particularly important "because many of these children are traumatized, quite a few of the girls have been raped or are pregnant," Mr. Klein noted.

Over 90 per cent of the children concerned have been reunited with families - an exceptionally high figure in a country where the communications infrastructure is barely functional. "United Nations radio is the only 24 hour a day radio station that reaches into some of the hinterlands," Mr. Klein said, attributing the success to a word-of-mouth campaign propelled by dedicated efforts.

Mr. Klein said original estimates of 38,000 weapons had been "totally wrong" because it was based on misinformation from former combatants. "None of the warring factions have ever given us the complete and honest list," he said, explaining that they had been trying to "keep the disarmament process in abeyance, so they would still have some residual firepower" to take military action.

In addition to the distorted information from combatants, Liberia "was awash with weapons from prior conflicts," he added. "The failure last time was not everybody was demobilized, not everyone was demilitarized, not all the weapons were turned in, weapons caches stayed buried," the envoy cautioned. "This time we want to avoid replicating the failure of the past." In order to tackle the root causes of proliferation, the UN is recording serial numbers of arms before destroying them in a large machine stationed in the capital Monrovia. Mr. Klein said this documentation "is very important to preclude future

shipments of weapons coming this way." After 31 October, he emphasized, those fighters who miss the deadline will still have the opportunity to disarm. "We'll have to have one camp somewhere available to take them in and to process them," he said. "We certainly don't want to deny anyone who is a truly eligible, former combatant, the opportunity to disarm, demobilize and have some help returning to a

useful civilian life."

UN forecasts mixed picture for Latin America and Caribbean

forests

20 October - By the end of the next decade, Latin America and the Caribbean will have less natural

forest cover, but more woodland areas will be protected and more trees planted, according to

projections released today by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

Those developments should result in an increased share of international trade in forest products by

2020, say the FAO forecasts, which are being presented this week to the Latin American and

Caribbean Forestry Commission in San José, Costa Rica.

"The challenges and opportunities of the expected changes call for greater participation of communities and local government in forest management, better property rights regulations, improved intra-regional trade and development of systems for a better flow of information," Merilio Morell, an FAO forestry expert, said at the meeting. The study says natural forest cover is expected to continue shrinking, down to 887 million hectares by 2020 from 964 million hectares in 2002.

Meanwhile, planted forests are expected to grow to over 16 million hectares from 12 million, and protected areas are also likely to expand. Between 1950 and 2003, protected areas increased to 397 million hectares from 17.5 million hectares, reaching 19 per cent of the region's total area and 23 per cent of the world's protected areas. FAO says that with appropriate means it is possible to turn back deforestation. "With proper mechanisms to finance sustainable forest management, it will be possible to reverse the deforestation trend and conserve forest ecosystems," Mr.Morell said. "Latin America and the Caribbean are at the forefront of implementing such innovative financial mechanisms."

Robots are taking an increasing number of jobs, new UN report says

20 October - The chances of having an obedient robot do unwelcome or dangerous jobs have increased tremendously, with orders for industrial robots rising to a record 18 per cent in the first half of this year, a new report co-sponsored by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) says.

In the home, by the end of 2003, about 610,000 autonomous vacuum cleaners and lawn-mowers were in operation, the report says. Between 2004 and 2007, more than 4 million new units could be added, it adds. The survey, called World Robotics 2004 and produced by the ECE and the International Federation of Robotics (IFR), says the prices of the robots in proportion to human labour costs has fallen from 100 in 1990 to 15 for "radically improved robots" in Germany and to 12 of similarly high quality in North America. The report was produced for a conference at the UN complex in Geneva today called "A Robot in Every Home?" accompanied by a robot exhibition on the lawn there.

"Falling or stable robot prices, increasing labour costs and continuously improved technology are major driving forceswhich speak for continued massive robot investment in industry," says Jan Karlsson, who is responsible for the annual survey.

Right now Japan uses about 320 robots of all sorts per 10,000 employees, while Germany uses 148 industrial robots per 10,000 robots, Italy 116, Sweden 99 and between 50 and 80 each in the United States, Finland, France, Spain, Austria, Denmark and Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg.

In the car industry, there is one robot per 10 workers in Japan, Italy and Germany, it says.

Among the service robots, "medical robots, underwater robots, surveillance robots, demolition robots and many other types of robots for carrying out a multitude of tasks are doing very well," the report says.

In the long run, service robots will be everyday tools for mankind, the ECE and IFR say. "They will not only clean our floors, mow our lawns and guard our homes but they will also assist old and handicapped people with sophisticated interactive equipment, carry out surgery, inspect pipes and sites that are hazardous to people, fight fire and bombs and be used in many other applications."
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

and The Spokesman For The General Assembly President

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.  Following my briefing, we will have the General Assembly briefing and, following that, we have several guests today.  Joining us are Under-Secretary-General Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director of the UN Human Settlements Programme, and member of the Commission for Africa, which is also known as the Blair Commission, and Mr. Myles Wickstead, head of that Commission.  They are here to brief you on the work of that Commission.

**Myanmar
Let me start with a statement attributable to the spokesman, on Myanmar:
“The Secretary-General is concerned about the events that have unfolded in Yangon overnight, including the report that Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt has been dismissed and put under house arrest.
“Noting the change in the top leadership of the Government, the Secretary-General calls on the Myanmar authorities to remain committed to the process of national reconciliation and democratization.  To that end, he urges the Myanmar authorities to resume as soon as possible substantive dialogue with the National League for Democracy (NLD) and other political parties, as well as furthering its dialogue with ethnic nationality ceasefire and non-ceasefire groups.
“The Secretary-General is also concerned about the welfare of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her deputy, U Tin Oo, who have been kept under house arrest since May 2003.  He reiterates his call on the Myanmar authorities to release them without further delay.”
**Secretary-General in London
Turning to the Secretary-General, this morning he met with UK Foreign Secretary Jack Straw.  They talked to the press afterwards, saying they had discussed Iraq, Iran, Sudan, Israel and Palestine, and UN reform, among other topics. 
Asked about elections in Iraq, the Secretary-General said that, “for the moment, we believe we are on track”, and should be able to have the elections if the environment holds.
Asked whether the situation in Darfur, Sudan, is a lost cause, he said that we need to give the African Union the support to go in there, and press the parties to find a political solution.  We have the transcript of that encounter upstairs.
The Secretary-General then met with roughly 17 leaders of non-governmental organizations, who asked him what they could do to further his agenda to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.
The Secretary-General next went to BuckinghamPalace for an audience with The Queen.
And, at midday, he had a working lunch with Prime Minister Tony Blair.  They discussed Iraq, Sudan, African development, climate change, Iran, and the Middle East.  The two of them met briefly with the press afterwards. 
Asked about Iraq, the Secretary-General said that any government with capacity and ability to help should do what they can to help stabilize Iraq so that the Iraqis can get on with their lives.
He also met with the Secretary of State for International Development, Hilary Benn, and met with about a dozen Members of Parliament.
Yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General and U.K. Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown discussed the follow-up to the Doha round of trade negotiations.  Other topics included the status of funding for the Global Fund on HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the current world economy, the impact of oil prices and the role of emerging economies among developing countries.
And we just received the transcript of the press encounter after his meeting with the Prime Minister, and that’s upstairs.
**Sudan
Turning to Sudan, the UN mission in Sudan reports that the security situation remains tense in the three States of Darfur. 
Security incidents, including possible cease-fire violation, an attack on a village, an attack on a convoy of World Food Programme-contracted vehicles, militia activities and rapes, cases have been reported.
Meanwhile, on the humanitarian front, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees reports that UNHCR mobile-protection teams are working in western Darfur near the Sudan-Chad border to monitor internal displacement, as well as mapping and assessing the condition of abandoned and destroyed villages.
This work, UNHCR says, is vital in trying to help a complicated mix of internally displaced people, recent returnees from Chad, and even Chadian refugees who are still in Darfur.
**Security Council
Earlier today, here at UN Headquarters, the Security Council adopted a presidential statement on the implementation of resolution 1559.
That resolution, you will recall, called for all foreign troops to withdraw from Lebanon.  It also called for the disbanding and disarmament of all Lebanese and non-Lebanese militias.
With this statement, Council members note with concern that the requirements set out in the resolution have not been met, as reported by the Secretary-General.  And Council members request that the Secretary-General report back every six months on the implementation of that resolution.
**Security Council - CTC
The Council is currently holding an open meeting on the work of the Counter-Terrorism Committee.
The Chairman of that Committee, Ambassador Andrey Denisov of the Russian Federation, briefed about its work over the past three months.  Over that time, he said, the Counter-Terrorism Executive Directorate has been consolidated.  The Committee also has been able to speed up the process of reviewing reports by Member States.
The Directorate’s Executive Director, Javier Ruperez, also addressed the Council.
The open meeting is continuing now, and a presidential statement is expected at its conclusion.
**Somalia
Two documents to point out on the racks to the Security Council:  The Secretary-General’s report on Somalia is out.
At this stage of progress in the Somali peace process, the Secretary-General says, there will likely be a call for an expanded peace-building role and presence for the United Nations, in order that it may assist the Somali parties in implementing their agreement. 
At the same time, it is clear that the enhanced role for the Organization in Somalia must be incremental, and should be based on the outcome of discussions with the new Government, he says. 
Pending his recommendations in this regard and the decisions by the Council, the Secretary-General proposes that the resources available to the UN Political Office for Somalia for 2004-2005 be maintained at the current level.
He reiterated the crucial importance of progress in the political arena being accompanied by serious efforts on the part of Somali leaders to bring about tangible improvements in the security situation on the ground. 
He also appealed for generous support by the international community to the Somali people at this critical juncture in its history.
**Security Council – Women, Peace and Security
The report of the Secretary-General on women and peace and security is out as a document today.
Despite significant achievements, he says, major gaps and challenges remain in all areas.  Some of the gaps the report cites are in relation to women’s participation in conflict prevention and peace processes; the integration of gender perspectives in peace agreements; attention to the contributions and needs of women in humanitarian and reconstruction processes; and representation of women in decision-making positions.
It also reports increased incidents of sexual and gender-based violence in recent years and the failure to provide adequate protection.
An open debate on this subject is scheduled for next Thursday in the Security Council. 
**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan reported that, yesterday, a vehicle was destroyed in an explosion in a southern province, killing five people:  an electoral worker, a driver and three others.  The area where the incident happened is known to have many mines and improvised explosive devices.
**Haiti Update
The UN Mission in Haiti reports that following the recent tension and violence in Port-au-Prince, the situation in the capital has been relatively calm for the past week.  Children are back in school, shops have reopened and port facilities are functioning.  UN and Haitian national police continue their joint patrols.  Police activity has been strengthened by the arrival over the weekend of a formed police unit from China.  The 125-strong unit is well equipped and especially trained in crowd control.
On the humanitarian side, a World Food Programme convoy taking supplies from the capital to the flood-damaged city of Gonaïves left this morning.  The convoys, which now function every other day, are protected by UN troops, and take food aid to three distribution points in the city.
**Press Conference Tomorrow
Just a couple more announcements.  At 3 p.m. tomorrow, the U.S. Mission will be sponsoring a press conference in this room on human trafficking and the child sex-tour industry.  Speakers will include musician and child advocate Ricky Martin, and officials from the US Department of State and Department of Homeland Security. 
**Guest at Noon Tomorrow
Our guest at the noon briefing will be Mervat Tallawy, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, known as ESCWA.  She’ll brief on the priority areas of the Commission, namely, the programme in Iraq and Palestine, and its efforts to achieve Arab regional integration.
**Background Note on UN Peacekeeping Operations
And a new background note on UN peacekeeping operations is now available in the Spokesman’s Office and posted on the UN Web site.  The facts in the note point out that there are currently 16 peacekeeping operations with 102 countries contributing over 62,000 military and civilian police personnel.  There is also some 3,900 international civilian and almost 7,300 locally recruited staff.
The note, prepared by the Department of Public Information, says that this is the first time that the number of contributors of military and civilian police personnel passed the 100 landmark, with the addition of two more countries by the 30th of September.  And that’s Madagascar and Sierra Leone.
**FAO/Hunger and UNICEF/Ethiopia Drilling-Rigs
We have a couple of press releases upstairs:  One from the FAO on hunger eradication and poverty alleviation programmes.  And then one from UNICEF regarding shallow-well drilling rigs in Ethiopia. 
**DSG – Inter-Parliamentary Union
And one speech to flag to you:  in remarks delivered this morning to the annual UN hearing of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette reminded parliamentarians that they can do much to help the world deal with the challenges it is facing.
She focused on the work of the High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, and on the Millennium Development Goals.
We have the full text of her speech upstairs.  And that’s all I have for you.  I’d like to turn to Djibril.  But, before that, yes?
**Questions and Answers
Question:  What exactly is the UN’s role in the forthcoming AU peacekeeping mission to Darfur?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General, as well as the Security Council, have put the current priority on getting the security situation in Darfur under control by helping the African Union, which is about to take a decision in the coming days.  It’s the Peace and Security Council that is about to take a political decision in the coming days on the force.  You’ve seen press reports on the size of the force, anywhere ranging from 3,500 to about 4,000.  These are press reports.  The Council will, the AU Council will be taking a decision on this.  The Secretary-General, in his daily encounters with the press these few days, has been appealing for countries to help support this AU force -- logistically, with resources, with anything it can, because it lacks capacity to engage in the deployment on its own.  The Secretary-General has also deployed a small cell on Darfur, in Addis Ababa, and that cell is assisting the AU in its planning for this expanded force, which we hope will serve as a deterrent to prevent further attacks on the people on the ground.

Question:  How big is the cell?  Which department of the UN is actually in charge of the UN’s policy in Darfur, because I understand there’s a bit of a confusion whether it’s DPK or DPA, or whoever?  And, to what extent does the AU actually want the UN’s help in making the plan, because I understand that in several occasions the AU has basically gone a different way to the way the UN has recommended?

Spokesman: Well, as I said, the AU has yet to take its final political decision on the dispatch of the force.  But, in the recent public statements, as you’ve seen, by Mr.(AU Chairman Olusegun) Obasanjo, who was here recently, talking to you and to the Security Council.  They have taken their lead on this matter, and the UN is there in a supportive role.  Who is in the cell?  Well, currently, I believe there are up to about six, and let me confirm the exact number, of personnel dispatched from the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, and they include the usual support cell:  planning, logistics, and, in this case, I believe, police specialists as well.  Who is in charge of the UN operation in Darfur, Sudan?  As you know, it’s the Secretary-General.  He has a special representative, Jan Pronk, who has been briefing the Council every 
30 days on the progress of the Sudanese Government’s commitments to the communiqué that it has signed, and the mission is a comprehensive one, looking at everything from the security, to the humanitarian, to the political.

Question:  And one last question:  Is part of the UN’s job to do the advocacy and force generation on behalf of the AU?  Otherwise, you know, what is the UN’s role in that?  Is it up to the UN to go around to European and other governments in order to say “We need this, that, and the other”?  Or, is that for the AU to do?

Spokesman:  The African Union would have to, first, take the decision to deploy and only after it’s done that can the UN then come up with specific ways in which it can help.  But, it needs to come up with the plan, and it needs to identify what exactly it needs to deploy the troops that have been committed to the African Union -- the troops, military observers, police, whatever configuration that this operation is going to take.  Yes?

Question:  First of all, was the Secretary-General’s report on Somalia released today, or was it, when was it, you said it’s out on the racks, but I just wanted to know when it was released, first?  And, second of all, has he received correspondence from the Somali Government about adding peacekeeping troops?

Spokesman:  The report came out as a document today.  It was posted on the Internet yesterday, and the last time I checked, and I think I got back to you, we had not received any correspondence from the new Somali Government on assistance.  But, if we get something like that, and there’s something to announce, we’ll let you know.  Okay, Djibril?  Thank you for your patience.

Spokesman for the General Assembly President
Good afternoon.  The General Assembly is continuing its consideration in a joint debate of Agenda items 38:  New Partnership for Africa’s Development, Progress in Implementation and International Support, and its sub-item, 
2001-2010, Decade to Roll Back Malaria in Developing Countries, Particularly in Africa.  As I mentioned before, in this connection, there will be a briefing to give an update on the work of the Commission for Africa, and the new agenda for Africa’s development today, from 1:15 to 2:45 p.m., in Conference Room 2, organized by the Office of the Special Adviser on Africa.

A very quick overview for your attention, on topics discussed in the main committees, by way of story ideas.  Second committee:  discussion on sustainable development issues, which will go on until next week.  In the context of those discussions, there will be an information session on the newly released draft international implementation scheme for the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.  As you know, this Decade will go from 2005 to 2014 and, as I mentioned yesterday, UNESCO is the lead agency in this connection, and UNESCO is organizing this meeting in cooperation with the Permanent Mission of Japan.  It will take place at 1:30 to 2:45 p.m. in Conference Room 6.

Third Committee Agenda item 101, promotion and protection of the rights of children.  This item will be considered until Thursday morning.  The Third Committee will then take up the issue of programme of activities for the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People.  The Decade being 1995 to 2004.  The Decade ends this year.  There is a possibility of a consideration of an extension of a decade through another meeting of the Committee.

Fifth Committee Agenda item 113, scale of assessment.  Item 110, which is improving the financial situation of the United Nations, and the financing of some of the UN peacekeeping missions, namely, East Timor, Sierra Leone, Burundi, Côte d’Ivoire and Haiti.

Sixth Committee, will continue its discussion on measures to eliminate international terrorism.  That discussion is taking place today.  Tomorrow’s discussion will focus on the scope of legal protection under the Convention on the Safety of UN and associated personnel.  And, Thursday and Friday, this is in response to questions that many of you have asked me, Thursday’s discussion will be on the international convention against the reproductive cloning of human beings.

President Jean Ping is speaking at three panels today.  This morning, he chaired a panel on malaria and the Millennium Development Goals, organized by the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the Millennium Project, and the World Health Organization.  Panellists included Professor Jeffrey Sachs; Mr. Kul Gautam, the Deputy Executive Director of UNICEF; and Dr. Fatouma Nafo-Traore of WHO.  President Ping’s remarks are available upstairs in our Office.

He also addressed the meeting organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union that was referred to earlier.  This meeting has become an annual hearing between the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the United Nations.  In this specific instance, President Ping took note of the statement by the Inter-Parliamentary Union referring to the Secretary-General’s report, the Cardoso report, whereby the Inter-Parliamentary Union called for a clearer distinction to made between civil societies and parliaments.  And it also, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, called for a parliamentary dimension to be respected within the work of the United Nations system.

Finally, in his statement, President Jean Ping talked about the importance of paying special attention to the proliferation of arms of destruction and smaller arms and, in this connection, he called for specific action by parliaments in their countries of origin, for collective and efficient action in this connection.

Third item was on the role of civil society in the prevention of armed conflicts.  For the sake of brevity, I’ll just have his statement available upstairs to you.  And, that’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes, please.

Questions and Answers
Question:  Is there any clarity on when you might, at this stage, have a [inaudible]

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  The item, as I said, is being discussed on Thursday and Friday.  And, depending on the number of speakers, we’ll say how far we go.

Question:  Do you think there’s any chance of a vote on Friday?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  No idea at this stage.  But, if there is one, I’ll get back to you.

Question:  What role is the President playing, the President of the General Assembly, playing in the work of the High Level Panel on reforms of the United Nations?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  As you know, the High-Level Panel is a panel appointed by the Secretary-General that will report to the Secretary-General in early December, I believe on the first of December.  At the same time, as the President mentioned during his briefings here, many, many delegations spoke on this panel, in support of the panel, so obviously the President takes note of the interest that Member States have in the outcome of the work of the panel, and then we’ll try to move the process forward once the panel delivers its own findings to the Secretary-General.  Yes?

Question:  One of the general criticisms of the General Assembly is that it spends an inordinate amount of time discussing very trivial agenda items, and this is part of the whole reform of the General Assembly’s streamlining.  [inaudible] Is there a sense that this year’s General Assembly, what items have been knocked off the Agenda from last year that basically demonstrates that the General Assembly is taking this seriously?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Well, off the top of my head, I can’t give you items, but I can come back to you bilaterally.  But, I can tell you that from students of United Nations affairs perspective, there has been a sense of the business-like perspective of the General Assembly affairs, ranging from what might appear to you as small items, like the time allocated to Heads of State, as recommendation to the time allocated to individual delegations, to trying to deal with items in different committee levels or bilateral levels, there is a whole streamlining of General Assembly affairs that has been done.  But, without prejudice to the capacity of Member States to have all the information that Member States need in order to be able to conduct their affairs in a coherent and most informed manner.

Question:  [inaudible] at this stage, has there been any analysis done on the success or non-success of actually streamlining the General Assembly?  Has there been, is there any monitoring, evaluation, or anything of that, is it something that we have to take through anecdotal evidence?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Anecdotal evidence, no, because the whole issue of the reform of the United Nations system is about strengthening the efficiency, the capacity of the United Nations, on the understanding that the General Assembly, with 191 Member States, is the only democratic forum on this planet where, no matter what the size of the countries, they have a way of coming to try and resolve global issues in a global platform.  At the same time, we’ve had several discussions here on the reform of the Security Council, the work, the closer working relationships between the General Assembly, ECOSOC, the Security Council, and so on.  All of those measures should 

be taken as part of this concerted effort to strengthen the work, the efficiency, not just of the General Assembly, but the whole working of the United Nations system.

Question:  Are there any studies or evaluation being done on the streamlining right now to see how effective it is?  What’s actually, what changes are actually occurring?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Well, I would, if you’re talking about specific studies, I will have to get back to you on them.  But, if you’re talking about efficiency over time, then obviously that is something that I can say that it is happening.  But, I’ll get back to you if I find any kinds of studies.  Yes?

Question:  A follow-up to my question.  This morning, the Deputy Secretary-General, speaking to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, spoke about the panel, High-Level Panel on Reform, and she said, and I quote, “They have to [inaudible] as they have to [inaudible] with their work”.  Have these consultations taken, include the President of the General Assembly?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  The President of the General Assembly is a parliamentarian himself, in his country of origin, Gabon.  So, he mentioned in his statement this morning that, in fact, there is nobody which is more geographically representative than the Inter-Parliamentary Union.  And he has had interaction with the Inter-Parliamentary Union even before he was president, and he has had also consultations with the Inter-Parliamentary Union during this General Assembly. 

Question:  Has the President been consulted by the members of the panel, the High-Level Panel, regarding their work and the preparation of the report?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  The Secretary-General’s panel?

Question:  Yes.

Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Yes, the President has had meetings with some members of the panel. Any other questions? 
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� HYPERLINK "Adverse" ��ENS – Adverse Climate Change Impacting Sustainable Development Worldwide�


� HYPERLINK "top" ��M2 Presswire - UN: Top United Nations officials tell Second Committee of efforts to combat disasters, desertification�


� HYPERLINK "livable" ��CTV.ca News - UN names Nova Scotia town world's most livable�


� HYPERLINK "decrees" ��Globe and Mail - Annapolis Royal king of small towns, U.K. agency decrees�


� HYPERLINK "towns" ��Globe and Mail - Annapolis Royal rated tops among small towns:�


� HYPERLINK "settle" ��580 CFRA Radio - Nova Scotia Town a Good Place to Settle�


� HYPERLINK "awards" ��The Tri-City News - PoMo wins 4 liveability awards�


� HYPERLINK "clean" ��Chemical and Engineering News - Workshop examines whether voluntary actions or mandatory regulations are best for clean environment� 








Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
2

_1159857294.unknown

_1159857299.unknown

_1159857301.unknown

_1159857302.unknown

_1159857300.unknown

_1159857296.unknown

_1159857297.unknown

_1159857295.unknown

_1159857289.unknown

_1159857291.unknown

_1159857292.unknown

_1159857290.unknown

_1159857286.unknown

_1159857288.unknown

_1159857284.unknown

_1159857285.unknown

_1159857283.unknown

_1159857280.unknown

