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Greenwire

September 20, 2004 Monday

HEADLINE: Chemicals: Signatories Meeting On Additions To Rotterdam Convention

BODY:


Representatives from more than 100 countries will begin meeting in Geneva today to discuss adding new substances to the list of those regulated under the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade.

The conference will focus on 15 substances considered for addition to the treaty, including forms of asbestos, gasoline additives and pesticides (BBC News online, Sept. 19). 

The treaty, which the United States and a host of developing countries adopted and signed in September 1998, will enable importing countries to decide which potentially hazardous chemicals they want to receive or exclude. When trade is permitted, chemicals must be labeled and include information about potential health and environmental effects.

The convention now includes 27 chemicals and pesticides. Five additional pesticides have been flagged for inclusion, and it is likely that many more substances will be added in the future, according to the U.N. Environmental Programme (UNEP) (Greenwire, Dec. 1, 2003).

In an International Herald Tribune op-ed, United Nations Environment Programme Executive Director Klaus Topfer and United National Food and Agriculture Organization Director Jacques Diouf write, "Much more needs to be done to allow humanity to reap the many benefits that chemicals and pesticides provide without burdening present and future generations with unwanted dangers. The good news is that the world's governments are clearly committed to working together through the United Nations system to ensure that hazardous chemicals and pesticides will one day deserve to be taken off the global agenda" (Sept. 17). -- CD
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Financial Express 

September 20, 2004

Headline: Kerala Industry, Unions Get The Pollution Message

BODY:

It was a severe jolt for industry in Kerala when the Pollution Control Board issued immediate closure of 189 units for failing to comply with norms. The Kerala government has bought three months from the Supreme Court Monitoring Committee (SCMC). But the good thing is that the shock tactics forced industry, trade unions and different industry organisations to come together to find a way out. The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) Kerala region convened a meeting of industry, the environment groups and trade unions and is working on a participatory approach. It is set to knock at the doors of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) for detoxification of sites contaminated by hazardous wastes. It is readying a blueprint with stakeholders to minimise the generation, proper handling and disposal of hazardous waste. The hue and cry initially raised against the order seems to have died out, with trade unions too joining in the call for implementing the norms as ordinary people would be the worst affected by toxicity. The Supreme Court Monitoring Committee had found that little had been done to implement the verdict of October 14, 2003. It held the industry and health departments responsible, and recommended penal action against the secretaries. The PCB then issued a blanket order to the 'rogue' companies to shut down operations till the norms were met. Among them were majors like FACT, Kochi Refineries Ltd, Travancore Cochin Chemicals, Binani Zinc and OEN India. SCMC chairman G Thyagarajan told FE that pollution was being taken lightly. These norms had been implemented in several states, including Gujarat. Given Kerala's good economic and social indicators, it should have led others, he felt. According to past chairman of the Institution of Engineers and expert on pollution control methods MP Sukumaran Nair, it is the responsibility of the state government to identify the site and ensure that it is adequately safe. Even in the event of disaster, the extremely toxic material does not leak out. It now remains to be seen how a government that sat idle for 11 months after an SC verdict would act in six months to set up the facility.
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Swissinfo


Tuesday 21.09.2004, CET 07:01

States seek better antidote to industrial poisons

Pesticides have poisoned millions of people, says the UN (Keystone)

Ministers and officials from over 100 countries are meeting in Geneva this week for a high-level conference on the import and export of hazardous chemicals.

Pesticides and industrial chemicals have poisoned millions of people in recent decades and killed tens of thousands, according to the United Nations.

RELATED ITEMS

Environment agency sounds alarm

Pesticides pollute 50% of Swiss groundwater

New pollutants prove hazardous for alpine lakes

“Every human being on Earth carries in his or her body traces of various hazardous chemicals, many of which have been linked to cancer, birth defects and other health problems,” the UN’s Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a statement.

The five-day meeting, which begins on Monday, is being chaired by the head of the Swiss environment agency, Philippe Roch.

It marks the debut of the so-called Rotterdam Convention, which aims to reduce the health and environmental risks of hazardous chemicals by regulating the import and export of such products – especially in developing nations.

“Increasing human and environmental security is one of the most important anticipated outcomes of this convention,” Roch told swissinfo.

Toxicity

“It will also give underdeveloped countries an effective tool to judge the toxicity of the products they sell and to better control the import of certain products,” Roch added.

Some 70,000 different chemicals are available on the market today and around 1,500 new ones are introduced every year, making it difficult for many countries to monitor and manage potentially dangerous substances.

According to the UNEP, many pesticides that have been banned or severely restricted in industrialised countries are still marketed and used in developing nations.

Roch said he hoped the Rotterdam Convention would provide a means to better protect people living in rural areas by "helping countries learn from each other and increase their understanding of the risks of hazardous chemicals”.

First line of defence

 The UNEP blames accidents, misuse and inadequate controls of hazardous chemicals for poisoning millions of people and the agency hopes the treaty will provide a “first line of defence” for human health and the environment.

“The winners created by this new convention will range from subsistence farmers to nursing mothers to wildlife,” said the UNEP’s executive director, Klaus Töpfer.

“Another beneficiary will be the ambitious agenda for sustainable development and poverty alleviation set out two years ago this month in Johannesburg by the World Summit on Sustainable Development,” he added.

Under the provisions of the convention, authorisation to export the most hazardous chemical pesticides and products will no longer be granted unless the importing country gives its prior informed consent (PIC).

At present, 22 pesticides and five chemical products are subject to the PIC procedures, including the insecticide, DDT, and polychlorinated biphenyls or PCBs, which are used in transformers.

Carcinogenic asbestos and highly toxic mercury compounds are also covered by the treaty.

Roch said one of the aims of this week’s conference was to add 14 new substances to the “watch list” as well as to define ways to ensure the convention’s long-term effectiveness.

Swiss role

The decision on the site of the permanent Secretariat of the Convention is also expected to be taken at the end of the conference.

Geneva and the Italian capital, Rome, have managed the secretariat together since 1998 and have submitted a joint candidature for the permanent seat. They are up against the German city of Bonn.

Both the Swiss and Italian governments argue that a vote in their favour would underscore the international community’s desire to achieve greater coherence and synergy when it comes to international agreements.

“The experience of the past five years has show that the dual seat of the secretariat is a workable and effective solution,” the Swiss environment agency said in a statement.

“This is a very important decision for Switzerland,” Roch added.

swissinfo, Anna Nelson in Geneva

Key Facts

-

The Rotterdam Convention applies to chemical products that are banned or severely restricted as well as to extremely hazardous pesticides.

-

There are 22 pesticides and industrial chemicals on the Convention’s watch list.

-

These include the insecticide, DDT, carcinogenic asbestos and highly toxic mercury compounds.

-

At least 14 more substances are expected to be added to the list during the conference.

In Brief

Nearly 450 delegates from more than 100 countries are taking part in a five-day conference on hazardous chemicals in Geneva.

The meeting marks the debut of the Rotterdam Convention, which aims to improve human and environmental security by reducing the risks of industrial chemicals and pesticides.

Participants are also expected to decide whether Geneva and Rome will share the permanent seat of the Convention or whether it will be moved to Bonn.
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Reuters

UN Seeks Limits on Pesticide Harming Ozone Layer

NORWAY: September 20, 2004
OSLO - The world should crack down further on the use of the pesticide methyl bromide which is damaging the ozone layer, the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) said.

UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer said in a statement that there were "significant knowledge gaps" on the worldwide usage of methyl bromide, which is meant to be phased out in farming under a U.N. pact to help repair the ozone layer.

It urged nations to "redouble efforts to assess the quantities being used to kill pests on shipments of rice, maize, nuts and other big commodity export crops."

The ozone layer is a 20 mile high shield filtering harmful levels of the sun's ultraviolet rays. A number of chemicals, such as refrigerants and aerosols, have been phased out under the 1987 Montreal protocol.

But UNEP said there were lingering loopholes for methyl bromide, which kills everything from beetles to moths, with some experts estimating that a fifth of worldwide usage was excluded from controls.

"Pest-control purposes, involving exports of commodity crops, animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets, are exempted from the international phase out," UNEP said in a statement. Even so, Toepfer said that "efforts to repair the ozone layer have been one of the great environmental success stories."

"Scientists estimate that, by the middle of the century and as a result of the phasing out on numerous ozone damaging chemicals, the ozone layer will be repaired. But this is far from guaranteed," he said.

Under the Montreal protocol, developed countries are due to end use of methyl bromide on farms by the end of 2005.

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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Reuters
Treaty Curbs Trade in More Dangerous Chemicals

SWITZERLAND: September 21, 2004

GENEVA - The United Nations added 14 pesticides and chemicals, including lead additive for petrol, to a growing list of toxic substances in which trade is restricted. Under the Rotterdam Convention, such substances can only be exported from one country to another with the permission of the government of the importing state.

"This is going to reduce the risk of people's exposure to a number of dangerous chemicals that are still in widespread use," said Jim Willis, executive secretary of the U.N. treaty.

The decision takes to 41 the number of products, including several types of asbestos, regarded as a major agent of cancer, which cannot be moved freely across borders under the treaty.

But chrysotile, the most common form of asbestos, was again dropped after producing countries, including Canada and Russia, blocked its inclusion at a preparatory meeting on Saturday.

Decisions under the 1998 treaty - officially the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure - are taken by consensus.

Conservationist group WWF reacted angrily to its exclusion, saying chrysotile, which represents some 94 percent of world consumption, met all the requirements for being listed.

The convention, which has been ratified by over 70 states, allows for global restrictions on any substance which is already the subject of limitations or bans in any two U.N. regions.

In the case of chyrysotile, three regions - represented by Australia, Chile and the European Union - had taken action based on findings the chemical is carcinogenic, WWF noted.

"Canada and Russia's objections to listing chrysotile asbestos are embarrassingly self-interested, protecting domestic exporters interested in selling this dangerous chemical abroad," said Clifton Curtis, director of WWF's Global Toxics Program.

Story by Simon Denyer

REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
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UN News Centre

UN-backed treaty on hazardous chemicals to get teeth at Geneva meeting
	

	


17 September 2004 – Officials from more than 100 countries are to meet next week in Geneva to give teeth to a United Nations-backed treaty aimed at helping developing countries more effectively manage hazardous chemicals and pesticides that have poisoned hundreds of thousands of people in recent decades and killed thousands through accidents, misuse and inadequate controls.

The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade prevents shipment of these chemicals - many of them linked to cancer, birth defects and other health problems - into developing nations unless these nations have explicitly agreed to their import.

Jointly supported by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), it enables Member States to alert each other to possible risks. Whenever a government anywhere in the world bans or restricts a chemical for health or environmental reasons, this is reported to all member countries.

Next week's meeting will decide whether to add up to 15 new chemicals and pesticides to the 27 already on the PIC list and will seek to establish mechanisms and systems to ensure the Convention's long-term effectiveness. It must also agree on a home for the Convention's permanent secretariat, currently located at FAO headquarters in Rome and UNEP's chemicals office in Geneva. Italy and Switzerland have offered to maintain this arrangement, while Germany has offered to host the secretariat in Bonn.

"The Rotterdam Convention will provide a first line of defence for human health and the environment against the potential dangers of hazardous chemicals and pesticides," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said ahead of the meeting. "The winners created by this new convention will range from subsistence farmers to nursing mothers to wildlife."

Although chemicals are necessary to meet increasing productivity demands to feed the more than 800 million hungry people in the world, as shown by the current locust infestation in West Africa where pesticides are needed to prevent crop losses, FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said all efforts were being made to reduce the effects on people and the environment.

"The Rotterdam Convention provides a means to better protect people living in rural areas by helping countries to learn from each other and to share experiences in the management of hazardous chemicals," he added. "The treaty allows for a more sustainable intensification of crop production supporting our battle against hunger and poverty."
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The China Post

19 September 2004

More than 50,000 devote day to cleaning up Taiwan mess

More than 50,000 people, including many from 222 organizations, participated in the annual "Clean Up the World" campaign yesterday at 656 nationwide locations in an effort to clean up Taiwan.

The concept of "Clean Up the World" was inspired by Ian Kiernan, an Australian. Seventeen years ago, Kiernan initiated the "Clean up Australia" campaign after he participated in a sail boat competition and witnessed a garbage-strewn ocean.

Kiernan's campaign was strongly supported by UNEP, short for United Nations Environment Program, and in 1993 expanded to a worldwide campaign. Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of UNEP, once commented that "Clean Up the World is an inspirational example of community spirit and international cooperation."

More than 125 nations and 40 million people worldwide participated in the campaign annually.

Taiwan's fourth annual campaign started yesterday at 656 locations and lasted from 7:00 a.m. to noon. A total of 50,399 people nationwide volunteered for the event, a 14,000 increase from last year.

In Taipei, volunteers congregated at campaign headquarters early in the morning. Two day care centers brought 500 children to participate in the event, the youngest child was only three.

The oldest participant, 89, was a resident from Nantou County and also a victim of the 9-21 Earthquake. He organized 42 people, also 9-21 victims, to contribute for the good of their community.

A total of 15,000 bags of trash was collected and processed for recycling at the end of the event.
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New Scientist

September 18, 2004

The UN Environment Programme is coordinating Iraqi ...... methyl mercury fungicide,

BODY:
MMR in the clear

The combined measles, mumps and rubella vaccine does not cause autism, according to the most powerful study yet. Researchers from London and Montreal studied 1200 children with autism and 4400 unaffected children. They found that the autistic youngsters were in fact slightly less likely to have been vaccinated.

Fruit fight

Papaya wars have broken out across the Pacific. In Hawaii on 10 September organic farmers protested against the discovery that half the papaya seeds tested from their fields contained genes from plantations of genetically modified papaya. Two days before, Thai fruit exporters had complained that European importers were rejecting their tinned fruit because of rumours that it contained GM papaya.

Plasma risk

Haemophiliacs in the UK will be told if they might have been infected with variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, the human form of mad cow disease. The Health Protection Agency announced on 9 September it will notify those given blood products possibly contaminated with material from vCJD victims.

IBM giveaway

Computer giant IBM is releasing the computer code for its voice-recognition software to the open source movement, so other programmers can use and improve it. The company hopes to boost the amount of software that relies on voice recognition, a strategy it hopes will generate more long-term business.

Clean-up in Iraq

Iraqi pollution police are to swoop on contamination "hotspots" around the country. The UN Environment Programme is coordinating Iraqi scientists' efforts to clean up sabotaged oil pipelines, a giant sulphur mining and processing works where fires have polluted groundwater, and a seed store tainted by methyl mercury fungicide, UNEP said on Tuesday.
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YubaNet

UNEP and Iraqi Environment Ministry to Assess Key Polluted Sites

Published: Sep 18, 2004

Environmental "hot spots" in Iraq are to be investigated as part of a long-term plan to clean up the country after well over a decade of instability and conflict, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) announced today.

Iraqi scientists, trained in the latest laboratory and field testing skills, will be carrying out tests at a handful of contaminated sites in order to assess their threats to human health, wildlife and the wider environment.

Under the project, coordinated by UNEP in close cooperation with the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment, the scientists will share samples with UNEP's Post Conflict Assessment Unit (PCAU) in Geneva so that testing can be carried out both in Iraq and in independent and reputable laboratories in Europe.

The new initiative underlines the Iraqi Government's commitment to put environmental issues in the centre of the reconstruction efforts, despite the continuing difficulties prevailing in the country.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: "We estimate that there are more than 300 sites in Iraq considered to be contaminated to various levels by a range of pollutants. This pilot project will focus on up to five of them. Importantly, UNEP will be training Iraqi experts to carry out the tests in order to build the skills and technical-know how in the country. This is part of our long-term aim of creating a fully independent Iraqi team of first class environmental assessors."

"This new project, which has been given generous support from the Government of Japan, will also be assisting the Iraqi Ministry of the Environment to strengthen its skills in other areas including environmental law, natural resources management and taking part in multilateral environmental agreements on everything from protecting the ozone layer to trade in endangered species", he said.

Ms. Mishkat Moumin, the Iraqi Environment Minister, said: "My country is faced with a wide range of pressing issues that must be addressed if the Iraqi people are to enjoy a stable, healthy and prosperous future. Delivering a clean and unpolluted environment is a key piece in this jigsaw puzzle towards a better future. So we warmly welcome our growing cooperation with UNEP and their commitment to strengthen our ministry and help deliver meaningful change on the ground."

The $4.7 million project has been approved in the framework of UN Iraq Trust Fund.

UNEP/PCAU has developed a great deal of expertise in the area of post-conflict assessment after carrying out projects and in some cases clean-ups in regions and countries ranging from the Balkans and the Occupied Palestinian Territories to Afghanistan and Liberia.

The new project, the second involving UNEP and Iraq with funding from Japan to be announced in the past few weeks (see "Restoring Iraqi Marshlands Project Launched by UN Environment Programme", 23 July 2004), has pinpointed 10 priority sites from which five are likely to be chosen.

These include the Al-Mishraq Sulphur State Company site where sulphur mining, sulphuric acid and aluminium sulphate manufacturing has been carried out.

Assessments are urgently needed to evaluate the impact of sulphur fires on surrounding soils, vegetation and surface and groundwaters. There are also environmental concerns about air pollution and discharges of effluents.

The Midland (Al-Doura) Refinery Stores are also of concern. The Iraqi Ministry of the Environment want to assess the impact of chemical spills of more than 5,000 tonnes of chemicals, including tetra-ethyl lead, on nearby soils, vegetation and water sources.

Investigations are also planned at the Al Suwaira Seed Store where seeds have been coated with methyl-mercury fungicide. Around 50 tonnes of contaminated seeds were stolen during the recent conflict with the potential to contaminate food supplies such as bread. Assessments are also expected to focus on the impact of fungicide residues on soils and water sources.

The project will also identify an oil pipeline site where recent attacks have led to explosions, oil trench fires and oil discharges into the surrounding environment.

There have been recent concerns surrounding recycling of scrap metals from stockpiles of damaged and destroyed military vehicles. It is planned to assess one scrap metal site in order to evaluate possibly uncontrolled releases of contaminants such as halons, asbestos and engine oils to nearby soils and water sources.

Once the precise threats have been established, the UNEP/Iraqi team will be in a position to recommend remedial action if this is considered necessary.

The training of Iraqi experts in areas including scientific and environmental assessment will build on recent training workshops on modern laboratory techniques held in Switzerland and Jordan, funded in this case by the Government of Germany and the United Kingdom' s Department for International Development.
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Africa News 
September 20, 2004 Monday

HEADLINE: Liberia;Avert Environmental Disasters Education Minister Warns
BODY:

Education Minister Dr. Evelyn Kandakai has pointed to the need for Liberians to adapt a posture that is environment-friendly in order to avert environmental disasters and recurrent hazards relative to the depletion of the ozone layer.

Education Minister Dr. Evelyn Kandakai has pointed to the need for Liberians to adapt a posture that is environment-friendly in order to avert environmental disasters and recurrent hazards relative to the depletion of the ozone layer.

Ozone is an allotropic form of oxygen that is formed naturally when Nitrogen dioxide reacts with other chemicals in the presence of sunlight. Chemically, it is more active than oxygen gas and has three atoms per molecule.

The ozone layer surrounds the earth's atmosphere and plays a critical role in the maintenance of life on the earth. The main role of the ozone layer is to protect us on the earth from harmful rays of the sun known as ultraviolet rays (UV-rays).

Liberia joined several countries in the world on Thursday to celebrate the United Nations International Ozone Day. This year's program was held under the theme, "Save our Sky: Ozone Friendly Planet, Our Target." It was organized by the National Ozone Unit of the Environmental Protection Agency of Liberia in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP).

In her keynote address, Dr. Evelyn Kandakai realized the important role the ozone layer plays in the protection of mankind, and called on Liberians to exert efforts to stop the production and use of chemicals that are causing the depletion of the ozone layer.

"We can be smarter consumers rather than victims of unfortunate circumstances and unwitting compliance to ozone depletion by continuing to do nothing," she said.

Hence, the Education Minister said it was time for the Government and its people to take environmental problems seriously.

Dr. Kandakai, praised the organizers for creating awareness across the Country on the dangers of ozone depletion.

She however noted that education and awareness program are the best solution. "Even if possible, the Ministry of Education could include environmental education in the science curriculum," she said amid applause from her audience.

In brief remarks, Harrison Slewion, Chairman of the Legislative Committee on the Environment and Natural Resources, expressed the Assembly's commitment to enacting laws aimed at protecting the environment and natural resources.

At the same time, Dr. Fodee Kromah, Executive Director of the Environmental Protection Agency of Liberia spoke of how his Agency was working in collaboration with local and international partners to create the necessary awareness on the danger the depletion of the ozone layer poses as well as other environmental problems.
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Deutsche Presse-Agentur 

September 20, 2004, Monday

HEADLINE: International conference on dangerous chemicals opens in Geneva

DATELINE: Geneva

BODY:

The first high-level international conference on the world wide trade with dangerous chemicals began in Geneva on Monday, with delegates of about 120 countries attending.

The weeklong meeting of member states to the United Nations Rotterdam Convention, which came into force in February this year, is due to discuss ways of protecting countries involved in handling and trading hazardous chemicals and pesticides.

It aims especially to facilitate developing countries in attempts to ban hazardous materials from their markets. Many such substances are already outlawed in the industrial world but are still used in the developing world.

Up to five million people suffer illnesses related to such toxins per year, according to U.N. estimates.

The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade was initally agreed in 1998. dpa hpd emc

LOAD-DATE: September 20, 2004

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________Bottom of Form

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Financial Times (London, England)

September 21, 2004 Tuesday

HEADLINE: Russia and Canada block curbs on known carcinogen

Fourteen pesticides and industrial chemicals were yesterday added to an existing 27-strong list of hazardous substances that cannot be exported to developing countries without their knowledge and agreement.

However, member states of the Rotterdam convention, meeting this week in Geneva, were unable to put chrysotile asbestos on the convention's "prior informed consent" list after Canada and Russia blocked the necessary consensus.

The move drew protests from environmentalists, while the European Union said it would set a negative precedent.

"The failure to list chrysotile asbestos is a bad omen for the convention, risking serious harm by sending a signal that the convention's requirements do not need to be taken seriously," said Clifton Curtis, director of World Wildlife Fund's global toxics programme.

Chemicals qualify for the "pic list" if they are restricted or banned on health grounds by countries in at least two regions. In the case of chrysotile asbestos, which is known to be carcinogenic, restrictions have been imposed by governments from three regions - Australia, Chile and the EU.

However, chrysotile asbestos is a sensitive economic issue for Russia and Canada, where production is concentrated in the French-speaking province of Quebec. India, China and several other developing nations also spoke in their support.

Supporters of the inclusion of chrysotile asbestos on the list are nevertheless expected to keep up the pressure. "A lot of countries have banned it so I think it will come up again," Jim Willis, joint executive secretary of the Rotterdam convention, said.

Among the 14 pesticides and chemicals put on the list yesterday were parathion, tetraethyl and tetramethyl lead, and four other types of asbestos.

The 75-member Rotterdam convention, which came into force in February, aims to ensure that dangerous chemicals are not exported to poor nations that cannot handle them safely. Mr Willis said last week the "pic" list could expand to about 100 hazardous substances.
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BBC
Haiti flood death toll nears 600

Most of Gonaives is submerged

At least 556 people died after floodwaters raged through Haiti in the wake of tropical storm Jeanne, a UN spokesman says.

Aid agencies counted some 500 bodies in the northern coastal city of Gonaives, the spokesman for the UN peacekeeping mission, Touissant Kong-Doudou, said.

Another 56 people died in the nearby town of Port-de-Paix, officials said.

There is particular concern about the island of La Tortue, which is said to be barely visible under the water.

I lost my kids and there's nothing I can do

Haiti resident

Storm: Your experiences

Peacekeepers from the UN Stabilisation Mission in Haiti (Minustah) warned that the death toll could would rise further.

"The water is high. As it goes down, we expect to find more bodies," Mr Kongo-Doudou said.

The storm earlier reportedly killed 11 people in the neighbouring Dominican Republic, and has since moved north into the Atlantic.

Despair

Two days of steady rain sent torrents down the mountains of northern Haiti, causing a river to burst its banks, officials said.

Haiti's interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue called for international help, describing the flooded area as "a vast sea".

Mr Latortue said 80,000 people were without food and water in Gonaives, the biggest city in the area.

People were left huddled on rooftops, while roads around the city were transformed into rivers.

Many others were reported missing and injured in the country, prone to floods due to massive deforestation. Hospital workers there say medical supplies are also urgently needed.

"I lost my kids and there's nothing I can do," Jesner Estimable, whose daughter was killed and another of his five children was missing, was quoted as saying by the Associated Press news agency.

"All I have is complete despair and the clothes I'm wearing," Mr Estimable said.

Some local residents said they were completely unprepared for the deluge which filled some houses with 4m (13ft) of water.

Emergency aid

UN peacekeepers are helping the relief effort, as are international aid agencies.

The UN World Food Programme said its first convoy of 12 trucks carrying emergency food aid was heading towards the city of Gonaives.

"This area is really poor and people are already suffering from the impact of political unrest and natural disasters - it is really not what this country needed," Anne Poulsen told BBC News Online from the Haitian capital, Port-au-Prince.

Waters have begun to subside, allowing road access to Gonaives, but half of the area remains underwater, she said.

"People are in dire need of help - they need food, medical attention and rehousing," she said.

Floods can be particularly devastating in Haiti because it is almost entirely deforested.

In May, a storm killed about 3,000 people on the country's border with the Dominican Republic.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Le Figaro

Les résultats convaincants de la taxe d'embouteillage de Londres

[lundi 20 septembre 2004 - 09h31 heure de Paris] 
Signalisation indiquant le début de la zone payante, dans la centre de Londres 

© AFP/Archives Nicolas Asfouri 

LONDRES (AFP) - Dix-huit mois après son entrée en vigueur, la taxe d'embouteillage appliquée au centre de Londres s'avère un succès dans la lutte contre la pollution et pour améliorer les transports publics dans la capitale britannique, au point que le doublement futur de la zone fait peu de doutes.

La circulation dans un hyper-centre de 20 km2 comprenant la City et une partie de Westminster a diminué de 15% et les conducteurs passent un tiers de temps en moins dans les bouchons, ont révélé les évaluations de la "Congestion Charge" (CC).

La taxe s'élève à cinq livres (7,5 euros) par jour. Elle est payable par toutes les voitures entrant dans la zone entre 07h00 et 18h30 du lundi au vendredi.

Le respect du dispositif est assuré par un réseau de caméras reliées à un logiciel "lisant" les plaques d'immatriculation, lui-même associé à un système automatique d'envoi des amendes.

L'usager de chaque voiture ayant pénétré dans la zone doit s'acquitter du péage avant 22 heures le même jour. L'éventail des moyens de paiement comprend évidemment l'Internet et le téléphone.

Sont exemptés les résidents, mais aussi les handicapés, les conducteurs de voitures électriques, ou encore, notamment, les voitures de plus de neuf places.

Ceux qui prédisaient le chaos en ont été pour leurs frais: la taxe est entrée en vigueur du jour au lendemain, et les Londoniens paraissent s'y être habitués très vite.

Mais malgré les chiffres, l'efficacité de la taxe n'a pas convaincu tout le monde. Selon une enquête demandée par Automobile Association (AA), 70% des automobilistes qui ont renoncé à pénétrer au centre de Londres en voiture ont justifié d'abord leur décision par le coût astronomique du stationnement et la quasi impossibilité de trouver une place. Seuls 45% ont cité la "CC".

Il reste que la fréquentation des bus s'est accrue de 38%, selon la mairie, qui a attribué la moitié de cette hausse à la mise en place de la taxe, et notait fièrement en avril 2004 que les retards des bus avaient diminué de 30%.

Le maire Ken Livingstone, en lançant la taxe, avait aussi pour ambition de dégager des moyens pour investir dans les services publics londoniens en général, victimes de décennies de sous-investissement chronique, et pour certains devenus indignes de la ville.

Début septembre, il a prévenu les habitants que leurs impôts locaux allaient augmenter au-delà de l'inflation. Ce sera aussi le cas, a-t-il précisé, des tarifs de bus et de métro, et bien sûr de la "CC".

Surtout, la zone taxée devrait doubler d'ici à la fin de 2006 en s'étendant vers Kensington et Chelsea, les beaux quartiers de l'ouest de la ville.

La décision définitive sera annoncée en février 2005, mais elle fait peu de doutes, même si elle fait face à une très forte opposition dans les quartiers concernés.

Le tonitruant "Ken le Rouge", pour une fois discret, avait prudemment refusé d'annoncer ses intentions avant sa réélection triomphale en juin dernier. Mais ses plans ont filtré depuis dans la presse, s'attirant les foudres des commerçants des futurs quartiers concernés.

L'impact de la taxe d'embouteillage sur l'activité économique est justement la grande inconnue de cette mesure.

L'instauration de la zone a eu un effet "limité", assure depuis 18 mois la municipalité, contredite par la chambre de commerce de Londres.

Les conséquences négatives éventuelles sur le commerce ont dû, en tous cas, être diluées par la croissance dont bénéficie Londres, la plus forte de tout le Royaume-Uni.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update – 21 September 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

Bambang heading for big victory - Early count shows the former general leading with 59.2 per cent of the vote against 40.7 for incumbent Megawati

Straits Times, Singapore, 21 September 2004 

JAKARTA - Former general Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono looks set to become Indonesia's first popularly elected president.

He was making strong gains in early vote counts last night, after millions of Indonesians cast their ballots in the final round of the country's first direct election for president.

Official tallies by the General Election Commission showed him leading with 59.2 per cent of the vote against 40.7 for the incumbent, Ms Megawati Sukarnoputri.

The results that continued to trickle in through the night were based on about a quarter of the estimated turnout. In all, 153 million Indonesians were eligible to vote. http://straitstimes.asia1.com.sg/topstories/story/0,4386,273709,00.html 

Win Forecast for ex-general – Security tight after recent bomb attach

Bangkok Post, 21 September 2004 – Jakarta – Indonesia cast and emphatic vote for change yesterday in a landmark poll which saw incumbent President Megawati Sukarnoputri heading for defeat at the hands of a retired general who has promised to revive the economy, fight terrorism and stamp out graft.

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono was expected to win 62% of the votes against 38% for Mrs Megawati, according to credible polls releases just hours after ballots had closed, but days ahead of the complete official results. The vote as the first direct presidential election in the world’s largest Muslim-populated country and a milestone in its sometimes violent transition to democracy since the fall of dictator Suharto in 1998.

General Environment News

Fresh floods hit India, another 150,000 homeless

NEW DELHI, Sept 20 (Reuters) - Fresh flooding left 150,000 homeless in India's West Bengal state and authorities were struggling to get emergency supplies to cut-off villages, officials said on Monday.

…Two U.N. agencies said on Monday Bangladeshi children and women faced acute malnutrition and without intervention, the number of malnourished children in flood affected areas could rise to 1 million within six to eight weeks.

…The flooding has left 10 million of the country's 130 million people homeless and health officials say diarrhoea and pneumonia have killed 350 people, most of them children, and affected 330,000 since mid-July. 

The rainy season will end across South Asia from late September.

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/DEL249864.htm 

Wings of wildlife traders clipped

The Age, Australia, 21 September 2004 - More than 1000 birds were seized when customs officers raided two properties at Bendigo in central Victoria on Friday.

Customs national investigations manager Richard Janeczko said the raids were part of the biggest operation to identify and prosecute wildlife smugglers since Federation. 

…"This was a major operation aimed at disrupting an organised trade in wildlife between Australia, Africa and South-East Asia in particular," Mr Janeczko said.

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/09/20/1095651247848.html?oneclick=true 
Vets begin DNA testing of zoo's orangutans 

Bangkok Post, September 21, 2004 (TUL PINKAEW)  Veterinarians from Kasetsart University yesterday performed DNA tests on the first batch of orangutans seized from Safari World, in a month-long mission to determine the origin of 102 apes found at the private zoo.

Safari World's vice president said 50 orangutans were descendants of the 14 acquired before the 1992 ban on trade in endangered animals; some of the apes had been donated by the public.

http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/21Sep2004_news04.php?PHPSESSID=f5eb5ea4e6e1e34223d44217f67b1db4 

DNA tests for orangutans 

The Nation (Thailand) Published on Sep 21, 2004  -Forestry Police yesterday accompanied a Kasetsart University veterinarian as he began DNA testing of 95 orangutans out of 102 housed at Safari World in Min Buri. 

The DNA tests are being carried out to determine the origin of the apes, allegedly smuggled from Borneo and Sumatra in Indonesia. The results will be used as evidence in the prosecution of zoo owner Pin Kiewkacha. 

Veterinarian Kaset Sutaecha said he collected DNA samples from ten apes yesterday, adding that taking samples from all 95 apes would take five days to complete. 

http://nationmultimedia.com/page.news.php3?clid=3&id=121192&usrsess=1
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*
Sudan: UN rights officials in Darfur assess how to protect civilians from abuse

*
Security Council ready to consider sanctions to get Sudan’s compliance on Darfur

*
UN agencies rush aid to Haiti as tropical storm death toll mounts

*
Close to 100 national leaders head to UN for annual General Assembly meeting

*
Annan calls for fairer say for developing countries in globalization

*
World is lagging in fight to eliminate poverty and hunger, Annan warns

*
UN nuclear watchdog calls on Iran to suspend all uranium-enrichment activities

*
Annan urges Chinese companies to embrace Global Compact

*
Palestinian economy will sink to mere subsistence without aid – UN study

*
UN-run ‘peace corridors’ allow civilians to travel across divided Côte d’Ivoire

*
UN issues favourable outlook for world cereal production 

*
Haiti: UN peacekeepers collect arms in Petit Bourg

* * * *

Sudan

20 September – Two senior United Nations human rights officials have arrived in the strife-torn Darfur region of Sudan to examine how to shield beleaguered civilians there from further militia attacks.

High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Juan Méndez, visited camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) and talked to African Union (AU) monitors in North Darfur, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters.

Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Méndez, who arrived in the Sudanese capital Khartoum over the weekend, will travel to South Darfur state tomorrow before heading on to West Darfur and eventually returning to Khartoum.

The two officials have been dispatched by Secretary-General Kofi Annan to study the latest developments in Darfur and recommend what should be done to protect the inhabitants there from more attacks by the Janjaweed militias.

Before their departure, Ms. Arbour pledged to look into what more can be done to ensure that the people of Darfur “no longer have to fear massacres, rape, forced displacement and other abuses.”

In dispatching the officials last week, Mr. Annan stressed they are not determining whether or not genocide has taken place.

That question will be addressed by a commission of inquiry which the Security Council, in a resolution adopted on Saturday, said the Secretary-General should establish.

The resolution also stated the Council will consider imposing sanctions against Khartoum if the Sudanese Government does not cooperate with earlier resolutions to disarm the Janjaweed and protect the civilians, and if Khartoum does not agree to an expanded force of AU monitors.

AU officials and their counterparts in the UN’s Department of Peacekeeping Operations are meeting this week in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to discuss strengthening the monitoring force.

That subject will also be on the agenda when Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, visits Addis Ababa and the Eritrean capital of Asmara this week for talks with AU officials and representatives of the two countries.

Mr. Pronk is also expected to discuss the peace talks taking place in Abuja, Nigeria, between the Sudanese Government and Darfur’s two rebel groups.

On Friday Mr. Pronk attended the fifth meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism (JIM), the body set up in July to make sure Khartoum and UN meet the pledges made in a joint communiqué.

In that document, signed at the end of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s trip to the country, Khartoum promised to try to disarm the Janjaweed, who stand accused of killing and raping villagers and destroying their homes and cropland.

Militia attacks and the fighting between government forces and rebel groups has forced some 1.2 million Sudanese to flee within the country, and another 200,000 to cross the border and take shelter as refugees in Chad.

Mr. Eckhard said the expansion of the AU force and Khartoum’s failure to end the impunity of many of the Janjaweed leaders were among the topics covered during the JIM meeting.

* * *

Sudan

18 September – Concerned that the Government of Sudan had not fully met its obligations to protect civilians in Darfur, the United Nations Security Council on Saturday declared that it would consider taking additional measures, including sanctions, should the Sudan fail to comply fully with the Council’s July resolution or to cooperate with the expansion and extension of the African Union monitoring presence in Darfur.

The Council adopted resolution 1564 by a vote of 11 in favour to none against, with four abstentions (Algeria, China, Pakistan and the Russian Federation). The text was co-sponsored by the United States, Germany, Romania and the United Kingdom.

Acting under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, the Council said that to obtain full compliance or cooperation, “it shall consider taking additional measures as contemplated in Article 41 of the Charter of the United Nations, such as actions to affect Sudan’s petroleum sector and the Government of Sudan or individual members of the Government of Sudan.”

By its action, the Council also requested the Secretary-General to rapidly establish an international commission of inquiry, which would immediately investigate reports of human rights violations in Darfur, and determine whether acts of genocide had occurred there.

Last Thursday, Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who was present at the meeting, had called for urgent action on Darfur, noting that it was the first time in the Council’s history that it had been seized under article 8 of the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. Article 8 of that instrument allows parties to the treaty to “call upon the competent organs of the United Nations” to take action under the Charter to prevent and suppress acts of genocide.

Speaking after the vote, the representative of the United States said the Council acted today because the Sudanese Government had failed to fully comply with resolution 1556. The text reflected the wishes of delegations to recognize that the Government had met some of its obligations. But nobody should be under the illusion that the Government had done so voluntarily, he said. It had done so with great reluctance and long delays, under significant pressure from the international community.

Germany’s representative stressed that the resolution sought to achieve the cooperation of the Sudanese Government with an expanded African Union monitoring presence, and to support the Union’s role in resolving the crisis.

Several speakers commended the balanced nature of the text, with Spain’s delegate saying that, while recognizing the positive steps taken by the country’s authorities, it also highlighted that much remained to be done to fully comply with the Council’s requirements.

Representatives of the countries that had abstained in the vote, however, expressed reservations about the text. The representative of the Russian Federation, for example, insisted that the threat of sanctions was far from the best method to ensure compliance, which should instead be sought through diplomatic means. Others added that the resolution did not sufficiently take into account the efforts of the Government to allow in humanitarian relief and to cooperate with the United Nations.

Describing the resolution adopted today as “a fatal blow,” Sudan’s representative said his Government had shown that it had honoured its commitments. He wondered why some delegations insisted on punishing his Government despite its cooperation. The entire world was directing its gaze at the Security Council to see whether it would be used for political purposes. The hastiness and pressure linked with the resolution was aimed at pleasing only the American Congress, which believed it was the sole conscience of the world.

During the 90-minute meeting, the Council also heard statements by the representatives of Algeria, China, Pakistan, France, Benin, United Kingdom, Brazil, Chile, Romania and the Philippines.

By Council resolution 1556, the Sudanese Government had to show substantial, irreversible and verifiable progress towards ensuring security in Darfur, and immediately implement its commitments under the Joint Communiqué it had issued together with the United Nations on 3 July. The Government was also obligated to disarm the Janjaweed militia, as well as apprehend and bring to justice those who had carried out human rights violations and other atrocities.

* * *

Haiti

20 September – Hundreds of people are feared dead in Haiti after tropical storm Jeanne lashed the impoverished Caribbean country at the weekend, United Nations agencies said as they launched emergency relief operations in the wake of devastating floods and mudslides.

Two hundred and fifty bodies have already been identified in the northern city of Gonaïves, and the final death toll may be even higher than that, according to the UN Development Programme’s (UNDP) Risk and Disaster Management Unit.

A delegation of senior officials from the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) and Government ministers led by Prime Minister Gérard Latortue witnessed the destruction first-hand during a visit to the town and surrounding areas on Sunday.

As much as 80 per cent of Gonaïves, a city of about 100,000 inhabitants, is under water and mud as a result of tropical storm Jeanne, which struck the country after earlier causing death and damage in Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic. The city has been declared a disaster zone by national authorities.

“It’s a real catastrophe,” Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative Adama Guindo said after taking part in yesterday’s visit to the north.

UN agencies are rushing emergency supplies to Gonaïves, while MINUSTAH organized 15 helicopter flights to the area yesterday to provide assistance. Inspection missions have also been sent to Port de Paix and Isle de la Tortue on the north coast.

Tropical storm Jeanne is the latest in a long line of natural disasters to strike the Caribbean in the past two months, with Hurricanes Charley, Frances and Ivan also wreaking havoc and costing dozens of lives.

* * *

General Assembly

20 September – Leaders from nearly 100 countries are headed to New York to participate in the main annual debate, which is slated to open tomorrow and run through the end of the month at the United Nations General Assembly.

As of today, 62 Heads of State, 21 Heads of Government, two Vice Presidents, one Crown Prince and 12 Prime Ministers/Foreign Ministers are planning to attend, according to a UN spokesman. In addition, 91 Foreign Affairs Ministers and one Deputy Foreign Minister are expected.

The fifty-ninth session of the General Assembly, which officially opened last week, will be presided over by the Foreign Minister of Gabon, Jean Ping, who has pledged to work for reform ahead of next year’s sixtieth anniversary.

The debate will open, by tradition, with an address by the President of Brazil. Also slated to speak tomorrow are the leaders of the United States, Qatar, Gabon, Switzerland, Tanzania, Sri Lanka, Costa Rica and Slovenia.

In a related development, tomorrow marks the start of a special four-day “treaty event” at the UN designed to encourage countries to sign on to various legal pacts.

The focus of the event this year is on the protection of civilians, who are the primary victims in today’s violent conflicts. National leaders and other officials in town for the general debate will be able to sign, ratify, or accede to any treaty on deposit at the UN.

International human rights treaties will be spotlighted along with those more directly connected with armed conflict, such as the Genocide Convention, the Convention against Torture, the Rome Statute which established the International Criminal Court, and the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel. Complementing these pacts are a range of other agreements, including those relating to the use of destructive weapons, and treaties on the transport and trafficking of both humans and firearms.

* * *

Globalization

20 September – World leaders from the North and South met at United Nations Headquarters in New York today in an effort to pave the way to a more equitable globalization, with Secretary-General Kofi Annan calling for a fairer say for developing nations who “feel excluded and threatened” by the process.

The meeting, on the eve of the opening of the UN General Assembly’s annual general debate to be attended by some 100 heads of State or government, was hosted by Presidents Tarja Halonen of Finland and Benjamin William Mkapa of Tanzania, who co-chaired the World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalization.

In a landmark report, the Commission highlights fair globalization as essential for global prosperity, peace and security. It advocates strengthening the UN multilateral system to ensure coherence among international, economic, social and environmental policies.

Addressing participants, the Secretary-General recalled that at the UN’s 2000 Millennium Summit, national leaders from across the planet adopted a declaration pledging to make globalization a positive force for all the world’s people. “I have no doubt that, in next year’s review of the Millennium Declaration, it will be clear that we have a long way to go to meet that goal,” he said.

The meeting comes just a year after the collapse of World Trade Organization (WTO) talks in Cancun, Mexico, where African nations walked out in protest at the refusal of developed countries to open up their agricultural markets by eliminating subsidies and other barriers.

Noting the uneven distribution of globalization’s benefit, Mr. Annan said: “Many of its burdens have fallen hardest on those who can least protect themselves. Too many people, particularly in developing countries, feel excluded and threatened by globalization. They feel that they are the servants of markets, when it should be the other way around.”

He called for summoning the political will to fulfil pledges made in a range of areas - including trade, financing for development and debt relief. But he also told leaders of developing nations that to harness the benefits of globalization, they must strengthen the rule of law, build democratic political systems, respect human rights, invest in education, health care and infrastructure, and promote social equity.

The meeting stressed that global efforts to fulfil the Millennium Declaration and Development Goals by 2015 will fail unless new ways are found to create job opportunities and decent work. “After all, the best anti-poverty programme is employment. And the best road to economic empowerment and social well-being lies in decent work,” Mr. Annan declared.

The Declaration and Development Goals seek to restructure the world’s social fabric, from slashing extreme poverty and hunger to curbing infant mortality and major diseases to improving access to education and health care for all - all by 2015.

Addressing the gathering, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva called for eliminating trade barriers used by rich countries to restrict agricultural imports from developing nations.

“How many more times will it be necessary to repeat that the most destructive weapon of mass destruction in the world today is poverty?” he asked, stressing that strengthening the UN multilateral system is essential to address the multiple challenges ahead.

French President Jacques Chirac said the unprecedented wealth offered by globalization must become a vehicle of integration, not exclusion for those who now have the least.

“A globalization which would permit the pillaging and monopolization of its fruits by a minority has no future,” he said. “A globalization which would destroy the social and environmental equilibrium, crush the weakest and deny the rights of man has no future. It is our duty to reject such a deviation.”  

UN Labour Organization (ILO) Director-General Juan Somavia, and Presidents Halonen and Mkapa presided over the meeting.

* * *

Hunger

20 September – With the number of chronically hungry people on the rise around the globe and living standards in some countries diminishing instead of improving, the world is falling a long way short in its drive to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today at a meeting of world leaders on poverty and hunger.

In remarks to the meeting, held at UN Headquarters in New York and organized by Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, Mr. Annan warned of a “global underclass of the hungry poor” who keep missing out on the economic improvements enjoyed by the rest of society.

He said official development assistance to poor countries is finally increasing and foreign “aid is being better channelled,” but serious obstacles remain before the developing world can reap the benefits.

“It is by no means assured that current trade negotiations will conclude in a way that brings real gains for developing countries. There remains a democratic deficit in international economic and financial decision-making,” he said.

The Secretary-General called on world leaders to take immediate action to arrest the problem, pointing out that next year is the five-year mark for measuring what progress the world has made towards achieving the MDGs.

The eight time-bound goals, agreed to by world leaders at a summit in 2000, include such targets as halving, by 2015, the proportion of people whose income is less than $1 a day and halving the proportion which are hungry.

“Progress in eradicating extreme poverty has been uneven. In many countries, progress is too slow to meet the goals. And in some, standards of living have even deteriorated,” Mr. Annan said.

His remarks came as analysis from a group of global economic experts, commissioned by the UN, argues that seven innovative sources of funding could finance the $50 billion which is estimated to be necessary to achieve the MDGs.

The UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs prepared a study drawing from the analysis by the economic experts after an earlier General Assembly resolution called for an examination of new funding sources.

The seven sources of funding include the levying of global environmental taxes, such as a carbon-use tax; the creation of a global lottery and/or global premium bonds; and the establishment of a tax on currency flows to discourage excessive currency speculation.

The other sources are: encouraging greater private donations for development by businesses and individuals; making it easier for migrants to send home money; creating new “Special Drawing Rights,” which allow nations to fund development; and making available an international finance facility that would allow long-term funding from donor countries to the world’s poorest nations.

The study states that, acting alone, the government of an affluent nation could easily increase finance flows for development.

“A single country could, for example, allow income tax deductions for taxpayers sending remittances to fund community projects in the home country. A single country could launch a premium bond dedicated to development funding,” according to the paper.

“A single country could decide to allocate to development purposes part of the proceeds from its national lottery. A single country could match out of public funds the amounts donated by its citizens to development charities.”

* * *

IAEA

20 September – The United Nations atomic watchdog agency has called on Iran to suspend all activities related to uranium enrichment, a potential step to producing nuclear weapons, and will decide in November whether further steps are required regarding the country’s obligations under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

In a resolution adopted over the weekend by its Board of Governors meeting in Vienna, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) said it was making steady progress towards understanding Iran’s nuclear programmes. But it noted “with serious concern” that Iran has not “heeded repeated calls from the Board to suspend, as a confidence building measure, all enrichment-related and reprocessing activities.” 

It called on the country, as a further confidence-building measure, to voluntarily “reconsider its decision to start construction of a research reactor moderated by heavy water” – another possible ingredient in the production process of nuclear weapons. 

In a message to the IAEA’s 48th General Conference which opened in Vienna today, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged Iran “to further cooperate with the Agency in fully resolving outstanding issues regarding its nuclear programme.”

The IAEA has already strongly deplored Iranian breaches of the NPT, including an almost two decade-long failure to disclose past activities. But Agency Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei has repeatedly said it has no proof Iran’s activities are linked to a nuclear weapons programme, and Tehran has consistently denied any such intention. 

The resolution did not say what further steps the Board might consider in November, but it could report any NPT breaches to the UN Security Council, which could then impose sanctions. 

The resolution stressed “the need for effective safeguards to prevent nuclear material from being used for prohibited purposes” and underlined “the vital importance of effective safeguards for facilitating cooperation in the field of nuclear energy.” 

In his message to the 48th General Conference, delivered by Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs Nobuyasu Abe, Mr. Annan also underscored vital importance of preventing terrorists from acquiring and using nuclear devices or radioactive materials.

“Keeping nuclear weapons out of such dangerous hands is a sine qua non of global security,” he declared. “I therefore urge all Governments to work closely with the IAEA to take stronger measures to ensure the physical protection, safety and security of nuclear and radioactive materials, as well as relevant equipment and technology.”

He also called for the early resumption of IAEA safeguard activities in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), which has not allowed verification there for nearly two years. Mr. ElBaradei last week said the DPRK “continues to pose a serious challenge” to non-proliferation, and he could not give assurances about the non-diversion of nuclear material there. 

Mr. Annan called the potential for escalation in the Middle East “a source of great concern,” and he welcomed recent IAEA efforts to achieve full-scope safeguards to further the goal of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region.

He hailed the overall IAEA role in “helping to meet many of the biggest challenges facing the world today” through the use of nuclear techniques for sustainable development. These range from combating climate change to preserving the environment and from feeding and protecting the health of the world's growing population to supplying the water and energy needed for sustainable economic growth.

* * *

Global Compact

20 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has urged Chinese companies to embrace the Global Compact, his initiative to promote better business practices in human rights, labour, the environment and the fight against corruption.

In a message Sunday to the two-day summit of the World Industrial and Commercial Organization in Beijing, the Secretary-General stressed that one of his priorities has been to engage the power of the private sector more deeply in the work of the United Nations to promote development and to ensure that globalization can benefit all the world’s people.

“By working together, [Compact] participants are seeking to create new opportunities for the poor to improve their standards of living,” he said in a message delivered by Kim Hak-su, Executive-Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

Launched in 1999, the Global Compact has grown to encompass more than 1,500 businesses from 70 countries, and includes the major international labour federations, representing more than 150 million workers worldwide.

“I very much hope that more Chinese business leaders will embrace the Compact and align their practices with universal principles. By building bridges with the world, you can do your part to find solutions to the pressing challenges of our times,” he said.

Currently, some half-dozen Chinese companies participate in the Global Compact, including the China Petroleum & Chemical Corporation.

* * *

Palestinian economy

20 September – The protracted conflict in the Middle East is causing the Palestinian economy to suffer severe damage which might not be repaired even if political stability is achieved, a new United Nations study warns, urging immediate action to shore up small and medium-sized businesses in the occupied territories.

The report by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) points to “profound structural distortions” caused by the turmoil, which has exacerbated already poor economic conditions.

In 1999, Palestinian businesses suffered from low productivity and lacked access to bank credit. As a result, they were forced to focus on immediate survival rather than long-term planning, UNCTAD said.

The situation has deteriorated since, with both wages and productivity declining. Tourism was hit hardest, with most small- and medium-sized enterprises in that industry at risk of being wiped out, according to the report.

The study, covering the period from June 2000 to June 2002, argues that external aid should be oriented towards helping Palestinian businesses to raise productivity. So far, donor-funded programmes have focused primarily on addressing financial crises, but UNCTAD warns that while this support is important, “it misses the pressing problems facing these enterprises and risks breeding long-term dependencies on foreign aid.”

The study was based on a comprehensive field survey carried out by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in cooperation with UNCTAD.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

20 September – Corridors of peace facilitating travel across the divided West African nation of Côte d’Ivoire have opened with United Nations assistance, allowing families separated by the conflict there to reunite.

Convoys carrying dozens of children travelled on Sunday out of the government-controlled south thanks to the initiative, which aims to give hope to war victims and build confidence about the prospects for peace. The rebel Force Nouvelles dominate the north, and UN peacekeepers are stationed between the opposing sides.

According to the UN Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (ONUCI), the children gathered in Yamoussoukro before travelling together to Tiébissou, in the “zone of confidence,” where they are slated to participate in activities organized by the UN and its partners to promote a culture of peace.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative to Côte d’Ivoire, Albert Tévoédjrè, and the Minister for National Reconciliation, Sébastien Danon Djédjé, were on hand for the launch.

* * *

FAO

20 September – In a favourable update on global cereal production, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today raised its forecast for the year by 29 million tons, sufficient to meet projected overall consumption needs, but it warned of the potentially devastating effects of a locust plague in sub-Saharan Africa.

“This is essentially good news,” the head of FAO’s Global Information and Early Warning System Henri Josserand said of the new prediction in the September issue of the agency’s Food Outlook. “We expect cereal production to be close to total levels of utilization. The stocks of the major cereal exporters are actually seen to increase, so this will raise the buffer available for unexpected crop failures.”

Cereal output for 2004 is now forecast at 1,985 million tons, 29 million tons more than the June predictions and equal to the projected world consumption, thus averting the need for another major drawdown in global cereal stocks, which have declined sharply over the past four years. 

The wheat crop in Europe was much larger than had been expected before the harvest, while mostly favourable growing conditions for the major maize crop in the United States boosted global coarse grain prospects.

But Food Outlook also contains a special section on the threat to agricultural and pastoral production posed by locusts in the Sahel (sub-Saharan) region of West Africa, the latest of many recent FAO warnings on the infestation. A locust plague in the Sahel could have devastating effects not only on food production, but also on agricultural exports and rural incomes.

In Mauritania for example, agriculture produces 20 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP) and accounts for 60 per cent of employment. Mauritania already faces a tight food situation due to three consecutive years of drought. With a depreciated currency, domestic food prices are also higher.

Senegal, as it is, imports about half of its grain requirements. In Mali and Niger, some 80 per cent of the population depends on agriculture, which generates upwards of 40 per cent of the GDP.

On the other hand North Africa can expect a record wheat harvest since the region avoided the potential threat from locusts by undertaking large-scale control operations. The just harvested 2004 wheat crop is estimated at a record 17.3 million tons, up 38 per cent on the average of the previous five years.

* * *

Haiti

18 September – Continuing its bid to disarm rogue elements in Haiti, the United Nations Mission there today announced that guns have been collected in the northern town of Petit Bourg.

The Mission, known by its French acronym MINUSTAH, said eight weapons were turned in voluntarily on Thursday to Chilean civilian police working for the UN in the crisis-wracked Caribbean country.

“The voluntary disarmament of armed groups in the Northern region marks an important step in the process of stabilization and security for Haiti,” the Mission said in a statement.

In another development, MINUSTAH also announced today the arrival of a Chinese Formed Protection Unit – one of six police teams serving with the UN in Haiti. A Jordanian Unit deployed in August and others from Pakistan and Nepal are expected in the coming months.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by 

Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon, 

**Sudan

The mission by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, and the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the prevention of genocide, 

Juan Méndez, which was announced to you yesterday afternoon by the 

Secretary-General, is heading from Geneva to Khartoum tomorrow.

The High Commissioner’s Office said today that the mission would last for about a week and was expected to be back in Geneva by Sunday, 26 September.

The aim of the mission would be to look at what more could be done to prevent further violations, so that the people of Darfur no longer had to fear massacres, rape, forced displacement, and other abuses.

After spending a day in Khartoum, they would go to Darfur, probably to 

Al Fasher first, on Monday, the 20th.  The following day, they would travel to Nyala in south Darfur.  On the 23rd, they would be going to Al Geneina, before returning on the 24th to Khartoum where they would have further debriefings before coming back to Geneva.

Louise Arbour’s return from mission would coincide with the informal 

one-day meeting of the Commission of Human Rights, which would be held on 

28 September.  This meeting is meant to prepare delegations for the debate on human rights in the Third Committee of the General Assembly, which deals with human rights and humanitarian issues, later in the year.

The mission would report to the Secretary-General, and the findings would be transmitted through the Secretary-General to the Security Council and would be made public, the High Commissioner’s spokesman said.

**Sudan - Statement

In his statement to the press yesterday, the Secretary-General urged the Security Council to act on the draft resolution without delay, and to be as united as possible in the face of this crisis.

He added, “This is the first time in the Council’s history that it has ever been seized under article 8 of the Genocide Convention, and it seems to me inconceivable that it should fail to respond.”

The Secretary-General also said that the draft resolution may require him to appoint an international commission to decide whether acts of genocide have been committed.  He said he would do so with all speed if the resolution is adopted and that preliminary preparations were already being made.

**Security Council - Sudan

The Security Council met in closed consultations yesterday afternoon during which they discussed the latest draft resolution on Sudan.

And a vote has yet to be scheduled.

**Security Council - Resolutions

The Security Council held three back-to-back meetings this morning during which they unanimously adopted three resolutions, which extended the mandates of the UN missions in Sierra Leone and Liberia and the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan.

**Middle East

In his periodic briefing to the Security Council on the situation in the Middle East, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast said it had been a bad month in the area, as reflected in the rise in casualties on both the Israeli and Palestinian sides, the resumption of suicide bombings, the announcement of renewed settlement activity, as well as stalled Palestinian reform process.

In his review of the past month, Prendergast highlighted the dire humanitarian situation and the continued suffering of Palestinian civilians in the West Bank and Gaza.  The current closures imposed by the Israelis bring Palestinian life to a virtual standstill and undermine efforts to revive the local economy, he said.

He also noted the double suicide bombing, claimed by Hamas, in Beer Sheva which killed dozens and injured more than a hundred.  The Secretary-General has unreservedly condemned such acts of terror, Prendergast said.

Though it has been repeated a number of times, and remains true, he told Council members, a negotiated settlement remains the only way Palestinians and Israelis can ultimately put an end to the conflict.  Despite the fact that both parties continue to fail to meet their minimum obligations, the 

Secretary-General remains convinced that the implementation of the Road Map, which was endorsed by the Security Council, remains the only way forward.

In the continued void of an active peace process, Prendergast told the Council, the Israeli withdrawal initiative, if applied in the right way -- which includes a full and total withdrawal of Israeli forces and is fully coordinated with the Palestinian Authority and the Quartet -- could lead Israelis and Palestinians back to the negotiating table. 

Council members are continuing their discussion in closed consultations.

**Iraq Elections

On Iraq, in response to a number of questions we’ve received concerning the Secretary-General’s comments on the Iraqi elections in an interview, I can say that we remain committed to assist the Iraqi people to hold fair and credible elections by the end of January 2005.

The Secretary-General was flagging a concern that has been raised before.  We do remain hopeful that as the current political process becomes more inclusive it will have a positive effect on the security situation.

This is a challenging situation that requires effort from the Iraqi authorities and the international community to ensure that free, fair and credible elections can be held in Iraq by the end of January 2005.

**Iraq – UNHCR

On the humanitarian side in Iraq, the UN refugee agency says it has resumed its voluntary repatriation programme for Iraqi refugees in Iran.  The first convoy in over a month arrived in Basra earlier this week. 

The agency does not encourage Iraqis abroad to repatriate now, because Iraq is not yet ready to absorb large numbers of returnees.  But it does provide assistance to refugees in neighbouring countries, who insist on returning despite the difficult conditions in Iraq.  We have more available in the briefing notes from UNHCR in Geneva.

**Compensation Commission 

The Governing Council of the UN Compensation Commission for Iraq will hold its fifty-third session from 21 to 23 September in Geneva, under the Presidency of Ambassador Michael Steiner of Germany.

During the session, the Council will consider a number of reports and recommendations of the panels of Commissioners mainly concerning claims filed by individuals, and discuss issues relating to the processing and payment of claims.

We have a press release and a background note upstairs.

**Peace

To mark the International Day of Peace, which is being celebrated today, the Department of Public Information organized a discussion around the theme of “Peace through Sports”.

Nane Annan opened the proceedings by saying this theme is important because sports affirms life.  Sports, she said, allows children to use their energy to their fullest and teaches them to solve conflicts peacefully through agreed rules.  This is true of all children, she underscored, but especially for those living in the shadow of war and poverty.

Student athletes from UN peacekeeping missions in Afghanistan, Kosovo and Sierra Leone engaged in a televised discussion with American student athletes gathered in the auditorium here at UN Headquarters. 

Also addressing the gathering were Anna Cataldi, a UN Messenger of Peace, and speed skater Johan Olav Koss, who is a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador.  We have more information on that upstairs.

**Natural Hazards

Growing urban concentrations, the effects of climate change and environmental degradation are greatly increasing the vulnerability of the world’s population to natural disasters.

According to Sálvano Briceño, Director of the UN’s Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, people are becoming increasingly vulnerable to natural hazards.  This is because growing numbers of urban migrants, who come looking for better economic opportunities, settle in exposed stretches of land either on seismic faults, flooding plains or on landslide prone slopes.  

Over 254 million people were affected by natural hazards in 2003, and that’s an increase of 180 per cent compared to 1990.  We have more on that in a press release.

**FAO - Locust Swarms Worsen

The latest on locusts in West Africa:  The FAO, that’s the Food and Agriculture Organization, warns that the desert locust crisis in Mauritania, Senegal, Mali and Niger is expected to worsen over the next few weeks, and there’s a serious risk that swarms will re-invade northwest Africa from October onwards. 

The financial situation of the crisis is also far from promising at this stage:  FAO estimates that $100 million is needed to control the outbreaks.

So far, donor countries have approved a total of $24 million, of which FAO has actually received only $4 million, it has provided $5 million from its own resources.  We have more on that upstairs.

**NEPAD

The Secretary-General, in his second report to the General Assembly on the New Partnership for Africa’s Development or NEPAD, says that African countries have made much progress towards implementing that plan, which emphasizes sustainable development, peace, good governance and regional integration.  The report is now available on the racks, and there is a press release by DPI highlighting its main points.

**Upcoming Events

You have a busy few weeks coming up, and we have the “Week Ahead” feature for each of the next two weeks, to help you in your planning.

There are a number of events I’d like to draw your attention to, including next Monday’s meeting on “Innovative Sources of Finance to Alleviate Hunger and Poverty”, organized by President Luis Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil, which the Secretary-General will attend.  That meeting will be followed by a press conference at 6:30 p.m. in Conference Room 4, where President Lula will speak, along with President Ricardo Lagos of Chile, President Jacques Chirac of France and Prime Minister José Luis Rodrigues Zapatero of Spain.

Also on Monday, at 11 a.m. in the ECOSOC Chamber, world leaders from the North and South, in collaboration with the International Labour Organization, will launch a global discussion on how to create a fair globalization.  The Secretary-General will speak at that event.

He will also inaugurate the renovated GA-200 room, that’s just behind the General Assembly Hall, in a ribbon-cutting ceremony at noon that day, along with the President of Switzerland.

Then on Tuesday morning at 8:30, the Secretary-General, accompanied by Messengers of Peace Muhammad Ali, Anna Cataldi and Jane Goodall, will ring the Peace Bell to mark the International Day of Peace, which coincides with the start of the general debate.

After that, we’ll have the beginning of the general debate, and the Secretary-General will focus, in his speech, on the importance of the rule of law.  And we are arranging a background briefing by a senior UN official on Monday.  We had hoped to do it today, but it will be now on Monday at 10 in the morning.  And the comments of the speaker will be embargoed until midnight Monday, so that they can appear in Tuesday’s newspapers.  And we’ll also be making available embargoed copies of the speech today with the provision that you listen to its delivery very carefully because changes might be made between now and delivery.  And that text of course is embargoed until delivery.

And I also want to point out that Tuesday is the start of “Focus 2004”, a four-day treaty event during which Member States are encouraged to sign, ratify or accede to treaties involving the protection of civilians, including the Genocide Convention and the Convention against Torture.

**Press Conference on Monday

There will be a press conference on Monday, at 3 in the afternoon.  Foreign Minister Tozoun Kokou Biossey of Togo will be in this room to talk to you.

And that’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Mark?

**Questions and Answers

Question:
Just a quick one to clarify on the clarification about the Iraq elections.  Just to get it clear, if, to understand, what is the 

Secretary-General’s position if security continues as it is now?  In his view will it be possible to hold elections by the end of January?

Spokesman:
Well, his comment, that this statement that I’ve read is in part in reaction to, was that if there is no improvement in security, it would be very difficult if not impossible to hold credible elections.

Question:
And he still stands by that?

Spokesman:
He stands by that.  We collectively though, hope that the security situation will gradually improve; that the political process in Iraq will become gradually more inclusive and that this will support a return to normalcy.

Question:
I want to follow up on this.  Does the UN have any indications that the security situation would improve?

Spokesman:
We only have hope.

Question:
Do you have any (inaudible)... find out the security situation at all?

Spokesman:
Any what?

Question:
Indications about (inaudible)... assessment of how you view the security situation in this evolution at all?  Have you made an assessment...(interrupted).

Spokesman:
We’re not in a very good position ourselves to assess the security in Iraq countrywide.  Our presence there is too limited.  So, we rely on the assessments of the people on the ground.  And as you can see from 

news reports everyday, the situation isn’t good.  And I think that’s what the Secretary-General was responding to in his comments made in that interview earlier this week.  But as I said, the UN system as a whole is working with Iraqis.  We helped set up the legal framework for elections, we’re going to do our best to work with them, if necessary from outside the country with a modest presence in Baghdad, to conduct the elections and we hope the security situation will improve.

Question:
And my last follow-up, if I may.  Given that we’re getting closer and closer to that time and the security situation isn’t improving, and given that even the US’s own assessment is that it won’t improve and that it will get worse, despite your hope, is there any plan B the UN has in terms of dealing with the electoral process?

Spokesman:
Not that I am aware.  I think the plan that’s in place is one that was drawn up with our advice and our input which, if the security situation permits, could result in fair and credible elections.  That’s what we went there to set up.  If the security situation doesn’t permit, I am not aware of any other plan that might be on the table.  Mohamed?

Question:
If the people on the ground, that you refer to...(interrupted)

Spokesman:
What?

Question:
People on the ground...

Spokesman:
In Baghdad?

Question:
Yes.

Spokesman:
Yes?

Question:
Who are they?

Spokesman:
Who are they?

Question:
Yes.

Spokesman:
The political office of the Special Representative, a number of electoral officials, a number of humanitarian workers, the elements of the office of Ross Mountain, the Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, and security.  We have our own security planners there.  Yes?

Question:
I heard you saying that the situation in Baghdad, in Iraq, will not be secured, that’s why they’re saying it might be not...(interrupted).

Spokesman:
No, that’s not what I said.  I said that...  I repeated the Secretary-General’s statement that if the security situation doesn’t improve, it will be difficult to hold credible elections.  It’s our hope that the security situation will improve.

Question:
But Fred, for your information, according to what I have, the people who are actually fighting; they have demands.  Unless their demands are met by the UN, I don’t think the situation will be better.

Spokesman:
I am not aware of demands made on the UN.  Yes, sir?

Question:
Fred, does the Secretary-General have any comment on the attack Afghanistan President Karzai yesterday?  So, do you think it will affect the next election in Afghanistan?

Spokesman:
As far as I know, the plans for the elections in Afghanistan remain unchanged.  I have nothing to give you from the Secretary-General on the attack on President Karzai.  You should look at the briefing notes from Kabul to see if the UN spokesman there said anything.  I have nothing from him today.  Yes?

Question:
The Secretary-General’s speech, that’s available now in your office?

Spokesman:
I think we’ll have it right after the briefing.

Question:
And the briefing on Monday, the backgrounder at 10, is that here, or where will that be?

Spokesman:
Backgrounder here in this room at 10 a.m. Djibril, come on up.

Spokesman for General Assembly President

Spokesman for General Assembly President:
Thanks.  Good afternoon.

The fifty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly is under way.  This week has been used very much to put the system in place.  And the plenary started this morning at 10 to review the different agenda items.

As I was mentioning yesterday, the General Assembly being an association of Member States, considers items on the agenda in a number of ways through the General Committee:  items that are approved as a recommendation to the General Assembly; items that are not approved, or sometimes items that are deferred to future sessions.  So, this is what happened.

And I mentioned again yesterday that this report is included in a document, document A/59/250, which deals with aspects of the organization of the Assembly.

As Fred mentioned, to help you with your planning of the week, we will try very much, working very closely with the Office of the Spokesman, to provide you with as much advance notice of the leaders speaking and trying to take on ourselves to facilitate some of your contacts in that connection.

And within that framework, as of 10 this morning, this is the update that I have:  there are 64 heads of State, 25 heads of Government, two 

Vice-Presidents, one Crown Prince, two Deputy Prime Ministers, 86 

Foreign Ministers and one Deputy Foreign Minister and so on.

At my previous briefing, I had mentioned that of all the Member States, only one had not registered to speak.  It has registered now.  That is Somalia.  So, now we have 193 speakers registered.  The 191 Member States and the two observers, namely, the Holy See and Palestine.  This has made the President of the General Assembly express satisfaction with the interest that Member States have taken to the General Assembly, because he said that global challenges can only be resolved with everyone’s participation, from the smallest to the biggest countries.  And he added that global problems require global solutions.  And that only the General Assembly can address these issues in a democratic, effective and efficient manner.  Within that framework, he emphasised the importance of the revitalization of the General Assembly, so that the 

General Assembly could be equipped to fulfilling its mandate to the fullest extent.

That’s all I have for you.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Okay, no questions?  Thank you very much.  Enjoy the weekend.  Probably be here Saturday.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK "chemicals" ��Greenwire - Chemicals: Signatories Meeting On Additions To Rotterdam Convention�


� HYPERLINK "unions" ��Financial Times - Kerala Industry, Unions Get The Pollution Message�


� HYPERLINK "states" ��Swissinfo - States seek better antidote to industrial poisons�


� HYPERLINK "ozone" ��Reuters - UN Seeks Limits on Pesticide Harming Ozone Layer�


� HYPERLINK "curbs" ��Reuters - Treaty Curbs Trade in More Dangerous Chemicals�


� HYPERLINK "teeth" ��UN News Centre - UN-backed treaty on hazardous chemicals to get teeth at Geneva meeting�


� HYPERLINK "mess" ��The China Post - More than 50,000 devote day to cleaning up Taiwan mess�


� HYPERLINK "methyl" ��New Scientist - The UN Environment Programme is coordinating Iraqi ...... methyl mercury fungicide�


� HYPERLINK "sites" ��YubaNet - UNEP and Iraqi Environment Ministry to Assess Key Polluted Sites�


� HYPERLINK "warns" ��Africa News -Liberia;Avert Environmental Disasters Education Minister Warns�
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