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Restoring Eden from a wet wasteland;Scientists study ways to return the unique environment to

      marsh Arabs 

      BYLINE: Cameron Simpson 

     THE delicate environment that many biblical scholars believe was the original garden of Eden could be

      recreated by reflooding the wetlands of Iraq. 

      The actions of Saddam Hussein led to an environmental catastrophe for the Mesopotamian marshland, one of  the largest wetlands in the world, a green maze of lagoons and ponds and streams twice the size of the      Florida Everglades. 

      At the end of the Gulf war in 1991, some marsh Arabs, who are Shi'ites, took part in anti-Saddam uprisings      that occurred throughout southern Iraq. Saddam's forces crushed them, then took revenge by erecting  dams and other projects that, according to the United Nations environmental programme, drained 90%  of the 7700 square miles of marshland. Today most of the land resembles a salt-encrusted pan of hard clay,  pocked with minefields and poisoned by high doses of pesticides. 

However, a group called the Eden Again project wants to clean up the mess in Mesopotamia and return the      wetlands, fed by the Tigris and Euphrates at the far southeastern tip of Iraq, to their biblical glory. 

      The marsh was home to a people called the Madan, otherwise known as the marsh Arabs. They caught fish,      grew pomegranates and peaches, and built homes of woven reeds. 

Their land destroyed, 200,000 marsh Arabs - who have been celebrated in books by Wilfred Thesiger, Gavin      Maxwell, and Gavin Young - fled to Iran, where they live in refugee camps. 

The marshlands also supported many endemic and unique species - both birds and mammals - now globally      threatened. Already some species have been entirely lost: spectacular wildlife such as the smooth-coated      otter, Indian crested porcupine, and grey wolf are thought to have become extinct in the marshes. 

In addition they support almost the entire world population of two species: the Basrah reed warbler and the      Iraq babbler, which, among many other indigenous species, are threatened. 

The marshes are also important to the survival of an important fish population, in particular to the shrimp      matapenaeus affinis which are vital to fishermen along the coasts of the northern Gulf. 

The Eden Again project was started by Suzie Alwash, who teaches geology at a California community      college, and her husband Azzam, a Los Angeles civil engineer. 

Avid kayakers, they wanted to return to his homeland and boat the marshes. However, they were shocked to learn that the wetlands were quickly drying out. 

She said: "For us it was a kick in the stomach. All there was left was dust. We just decided something had      to be done about it." 

They have obtained a US State Department grant and formed an international panel of environmental and      wetlands experts. Scientists first must make a solid assessment of marshland loss, water availability, and the      extent to which salt and other materials have contaminated the former wetlands. 

Acting quickly is critical because the culture that lived in the wetlands, and its institutional memory, is      evaporating, said Thomas Crisman, a member of Eden Again's advisory panel. 

Project scientists believe there is enough water left to work with, especially when the moats and canals dug      in the past 10 years are closed and the water flow returns to the marshlands. 

Mrs Alwash said she would like to begin with a demonstration project covering 1000 acres, to determine      what can be done. 

She also talks of developing a group of stakeholders, including regional experts, marsh dwellers, and      international scientists, to form a common vision for the marshes. 

Ultimately, advisers say, it will be a decision made by Iraqis. 

If the water does return, there is no reason to believe the wetlands could not be restored, said Joy Zedler,      another advisory panel member. 

Mr Alwash is willing to divide his time between the US and Iraq. 

"Some day I want to kayak through the marsh," he said. 

Words oN the wetlands 

"The crying of geese, duck flying in to feed, a boy's voice singing somewhere in the dark, canoes moving in procession down a waterway, the setting sun seen crimson through the smoke of burning reed beds, narrow      waterways that wound still deeper into the marshes." 

William Thesiger, The Marsh Arabs. 

"Any flea within a mile's radius finds me and falls on me as though famished; they walk about me munching      as they go, leaving red mountains with long connecting ridges between them. I thought it better not to  mention this for the moment." 

Gavin Maxwell, A Reed In The Wind. 

GRAPHIC: WATER WORLD: A marsh Arab village in southern Iraq. After they rose against him, Saddam  Hussein had a vast part of their habitat destroyed, forcing 200,000 to flee to refugee camps. Picture: Nik  Wheeler/Corbis;FAMILY LIFE: Madan people outside one of their homes.;Map not available on database -    please see hard copy _________________________________________________________________________________________Times-Picayune (New Orleans, LA)
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 Ruined marshland and its people may find new life

      WASHINGTON -- Following uprisings against Iraqi President Saddam Hussein after the 1991 Persian Gulf War,  the regime embarked on a scorched-earth campaign against the rebellious Shiite Muslims inhabiting the vast  marshes near the juncture of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in the southern part of the nation.

      The marshes were drained, and their water supply was dammed. Iraqi forces moved the inhabitants to  settlements along the highway where they could be watched closely. Tens of thousands more ended up in  refugee camps across the border in Iran. An unknown number were killed, according to a report by Human  Rights Watch.

      The brutal campaign displaced about 200,000 people. It was especially noteworthy because it undertook to  destroy not only the marshland Arabs' settlements, -- a civilization dating back 5,000 years, -- but the unique environment that gave rise to the culture. An international law expert called it "ecocide as genocide."

      Now, with Saddam's regime deposed and the United States looking at a long effort to rebuild Iraq, there's an  opportunity to undo some of the damage. The marshes are on the lists of several international organizations jostling to pour money and resources into the country. So far, a group of scientists and engineers led by an  Iraqi exile and his American wife has taken the lead with an ambitious -- if somewhat vague -- plan to restore the marshes and ultimately bring the marsh culture back from the dead.

      "This is very simple costwise, compared to other projects on the plate in Iraq: restoring health care,

      education," said Azzam Alwash, a California civil engineer who along with his wife, Suzie, created the project   Eden Again with backing from the Iraq Foundation, an exile organization. "And the payback is faster. This is  a way to prove to the Iraqis that life after Saddam is much better than it was before Saddam."

      They're walking an uncertain path. No one is certain how much of the ecological damage can be repaired,  how much the restoration will cost, how it will be paid for or even who will carry it out. The engineering and scientific challenges aside, it's also not clear how many of the displaced marshland Arabs would want to return or whether those who do will be able to resume their previous lives.

      But the Eden Again project is moving forward aggressively. The director of the Iraq Foundation is already in  Iraq. The Alwashes are planning a scientific survey of the marsh area in May or June to begin mapping the  best areas for immediate restoration. They hope to have some projects under way by November.

      Their plans capture some of the excitement and uncertainty among both the returning exile community and aid organizations as they face a wide-open situation fraught with opportunity and peril.

      "They want me to go there in September and hire an Iraqi scientist to work with me. I am going to learn Arabic. God knows what I'm getting into," said Michelle Stevens, an ecological scientist who is the project  manager.

      Dried up by regime

      An oasis in a desert region, the marshes used to be ecologically invaluable: Migratory birds moving back and  forth between locales as far away as Russia and Africa used it as a way station. Fisheries in the Persian Gulf  depended in part on the marshes. Water buffalo and an array of aquatic vegetation made for a diverse  ecosystem.

      The marsh culture is linked with the ancient civilizations of the Sumerians and the Babylonians, and some  scholars associate it with the biblical Garden of Eden. Like the Cajuns and other wetlands-based peoples, the marshland Arabs, known as the Madan, made their living and took much of their food from the watery surroundings, maintaining a way of life distinct from that of outsiders. They occupied settlements deep in the marshes, traveling by boat. They made elaborate dwellings out of the thick reeds that sat on woven mats suspended above the water.

      For centuries the marshes were used as a refuge by their inhabitants and as a hiding place by an assortment  of those out of favor with various potentates -- bandits, escapees and political exiles. In the years before  the 1991 Gulf War, Saddam's government had drawn up plans to control or destroy wide areas of the marshes, according to documents obtained by Human Rights Watch. After the uprisings those plans were implemented with a vengeance.

      Though the marsh watershed had been damaged over the years by large-scale development and dam

      projects, the Iraqi regime's assault on the area is blamed for destroying most of the marshlands in a few  years during the mid-1990s. The marshes once covered up to 7,700 square miles but now are less than  one-tenth that size, according to the United Nations Environment Program. Satellite photographs that  once showed broad areas of marsh now show a desert.

      Information limited

      Around the world, Iraqi scientists, historians and other exiles with an interest in the region watched in dismay. In the mid-1990s, Alwash and his wife, a geologist, decided to do something about it.

      "My husband had been involved with some Iraqi exile politics, but we decided to do this," said Suzie Alwash.

      "We thought, we're technical people, this is something we can do. We thought, what if there's a government  in Iraq that wants to restore the wetlands, what would we do? At the time, we thought the sanctions would  go on forever."

      Azzam Alwash was on the board of the Iraq Foundation, so it became their main institutional backer. They  did research and recruited an advisory panel of wetlands scientists from around the world. They obtained a $190,000 grant from the U.S. State Department to pay for travel and a feasibility study due out next week.

      So far, the biggest problem has been a lack of information.

      "We are sort of data-free in a lot of ways," Stevens said. "When you work on a project here (in the United   States), you have file cabinets full of data up to the present. But we basically stopped in 1980, before the  Iran-Iraq war. A biological survey (and) a bird survey were done in 1979 or 1980. Since then scientists in Iraq haven't been able to publish their data."

      The Alwashes and other groups studying the problem have relied mainly on satellite photos and first-person  accounts of the conditions in the marshes. But such things are of limited use in planning restoration  projects. The scientists intend to collect soil samples early on in order to determine the potential effects of  flooding the area.

      "We need to know how much salt is there, how much natural geologic toxins, how much DDT," Stevens said.   "The Saddam Hussein regime deliberately poisoned the marshes. We know there was napalm used. There  were some kinds of poisons used described by Iraqi exiles. The water buffalo died -- that might be cyanide."

      Four distinct marsh areas compose the affected area, and most are ripe for restoration. The only remaining wetland area is Al Hawizeh marsh, which straddles the Iran border. Scientists hope to use it as a starting point and move outward.

      The scientists say the intention is to start small and see what works, discard what doesn't and expand what does. In one area, the Iraqi regime dammed the Tigris and created a series of canals to direct water away from the marsh. Alwash said restoration would involve removing the dam and opening the river at key junctures to restore the natural flow.

      Chances uncertain

      Water flow through the two rivers has been greatly reduced by the construction of various dams in northern  Iraq and in other countries. Some scientists say that means the restoration may amount to only a fraction of the original marsh area.

      "Water is very precious, and the marsh had a lot of Tigris and Euphrates water. Now water is as valuable as oil, basically, so people are taking it before it gets to the marshes. And the question is, can you put it  back?" said Curtis Richardson, director of the Duke University Wetland Center and a member of the advisory  panel.

      For that reason, the United Nations is stressing that the ultimate solution must be a cooperative, regionwide   effort.

      "If one is going to rehabilitate the marshlands it can't be just a question of opening the sluice gates," said Nick Nuttall, a spokesman for the United Nations Environment Program in Nairobi. "It's going to require a  regional solution involving Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey. There are also interests in Kuwait, because this area  is important for fisheries. . . . It would probably be a mistake to make it purely an Iraq Foundation project,  because that would make it solely a U.S. solution to a problem that requires a regional solution."

      But at this point, the U.N. role in Iraq is unclear, and the Iraq Foundation clearly has its foot in the door.

      With its money about to run out, the Alwashes say they are exploring possible financing sources from private  foundations and the U.S. Agency for International Development. No one knows the cost of restoring the  entire area, but scientists compare it with the Everglades restoration and proposed plans to restore      Louisiana marshes, both with costs in the billions.

      "It would be very expensive. If it does take off it will be one of the biggest, if not the biggest wetlands      restoration scheme ever attempted in terms of scale," said Hassan Partow, a U.N. environmental officer who  completed a study on the marshes and advises Eden Again. Partow said he believes the project can be completed at a cost of millions of dollars, not billions.

      Project participants say speed counts.

      "It's going to have to happen quickly," Richardson said. "What's going to happen is the will to do this is going  to diminish very quickly because there are so many other problems in Iraq: medicine, education, roads,  transportation, all those cities which are going to have to be rebuilt. This is a quarter of a million out of 20  million people."

      What project organizers fear the most is chaos -- that Iraqis will start moving back in and blowing holes in  riverbanks on their own.

      That concern reflects the biggest question mark: Can the marshland Arab culture come back? Organizers say  they intend to immediately involve former marsh residents in the decision-making on restoration projects. But there are many obstacles.

      "What will it be like for these people in these refugee camps to return home after 12 years and when they do the marshes will be gone?" Stevens said. "There's raw sewage running through them and industrial waste.

      How will they be fed? They lived off the marshes. The fish, the water buffalo, none of those things are there right now. Even if we can restore it, can it be an area large enough to sustain and feed a culture? Can there  be a stewardship of the commons as the birds and fish come back?"

      It's possible many people won't want to come back. "Maybe they won't want to live in reed huts on the  water anymore," said University of Wisconsin wetlands scientist Joy Zedler, another panel member. "Maybe the oil will allow that higher standard of living but still allow for recreational use. It may be a very different  place once it's restored."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

FOX TV NEWS 17-4-03

Iraq War Not Over for Junk Scientists

Thursday, April 17, 2003

By Steven Milloy

The war in Iraq is pretty much over, except for junk scientists. For them, The war may continue for decades — just like Vietnam.

Two developments bear this out.

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) last week announced it would study sites in Iraq where armor-piercing weapons containing depleted uranium (DU) were used by coalition forces.

Then, a new study was published this week in the journal Nature reporting the amount of Agent Orange sprayed in Vietnam was significantly

underestimated. The researchers called for more study of U.S. troops and Vietnamese civilians in the sprayed areas.

Both lines of study are baseless.

DU is used in armor piercing shells because it’s 70 percent denser than lead. While other metals flatten upon impact, DU projectiles "self-sharpen" upon penetration.

Like other metals, sufficiently high exposures to DU may produce toxic effects. DU also has a low level of radioactivity.

The U.S. and U.K. fired about 350 tons of DU munitions at Iraqi tanks during the 1991 Gulf War. Though Iraqi doctors claimed a subsequent increase in

cancers and birth defects was related to DU, their assertions were never substantiated.

UNEP conducted field studies of sites struck by DU munitions during the 1990s conflicts in Bosnia and Kosovo. UNEP concluded, "DU contamination does not pose any immediate risks to human health or the environment."

Inexplicably, UNEP has now changed its tune.

"DU is still an issue of great concern for the general public. An early study in Iraq could either lay these fears to rest or confirm that there are indeed potential risks," said UNEP last week.

Don’t count on anything being laid to rest soon. Despite the lack of evidence that DU causes harm, some now suggest harm may be caused by a synergistic combination of DU’s chemical toxicity and radioactive effects, according to an article in the New Scientist (April 19).

Is there any evidence to support such speculation? No.

Its sole basis is that no one ever has considered the possibility that DU’s toxic and radioactive properties might have some combined effect.

Science, however, is about observing an effect and determining the cause — not about imagining a cause for an effect that’s not been observed. The latter is junk science.

The budding, war-related DU controversy has a disturbing precedent — the never-ending junk science-fueled controversy over Agent Orange.

The U.S. sprayed millions of gallons of Agent Orange to defoliate the Vietnam jungle during 1961-1971. Agent Orange contained low levels of substances called dioxins, by-products formed during the manufacturing process.

Agent Orange became a cause célèbre for Vietnam veterans after studies reported that dioxin caused cancer in some laboratory animal tests.

The media soon labeled dioxin as the "most toxic manmade chemical."

Environmental activists climbed aboard the dioxin railroad when they learned that low levels of dioxin were produced by many industrial processes.

(Dioxin is also a by-product of natural processes such as volcanic eruptions, forest fires and any combustion of plant material.)

Though no study of dioxin-exposed humans (including Vietnam vets) credibly links dioxin with cancer and the only reason Vietnam vets are compensated for Agent Orange exposure is that politicians find it easier to pay-off rather than to fight veterans groups, Agent Orange hysteria is more readily debunked courtesy of Ben & Jerry’s ice cream.

Several years ago Ben & Jerry’s endeavored to do what it could to rid the world of the dreaded dioxin because, as proclaimed in its marketing materials, "The only safe level of dioxin exposure is no exposure at all.

 Knowing everyone is exposed unavoidably to dioxin everyday in our food, water and air, Agent Orange expert Dr. Michael Gough and I tested Ben & Jerry’s ice cream for dioxin.

Our tests found a single serving of Ben & Jerry’s ice cream contained 2,000 times the amount of dioxin the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency says is "safe" for an adult. For a 45-pound child, the figure is about 7,500 times more than the EPA says is safe.

The level of dioxin measured in our Ben & Jerry’s sample is likely greater than dioxin exposures from Agent Orange among U.S. ground troops in Vietnam.

And who’s afraid of Ben & Jerry’s?

Vietnam veterans groups and environmental activists, though, have so much invested in the dioxin myth that they can’t let go.

Failing to find dioxin-related effects in Vietnam vets, these groups have urged researchers to look for harm supposedly caused by Agent Orange among Vietnamese civilians. Sadly, the Vietnamese government seems quite happy to trot out alleged victims, hoping eventually to receive reparations from U.S. taxpayers.

Anyone up for Gulf War Syndrome II?

Steven Milloy is the publisher of JunkScience.com, an adjunct scholar at the Cato Institute and the author of Junk Science Judo: Self-defense Against Health Scares and Scams (Cato Institute, 2001).
_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Associated Press

April 17, 2003, Thursday, BC cycle

 Scientists debate depleted uranium weapons' possible contamination of Iraq, civilians

      As soon as it's safe, the United Nations and international scientists plan to fan out over Iraq's smoking

      battlegrounds to investigate whether the leftovers of American firepower pose serious health or

      environmental threats.

      Thousands of rounds containing tons of depleted uranium were fired in Iraq over the past four weeks.

      Fragments of the armor-piercing munitions now litter the valleys and neighborhoods between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. That's where most of the combat occurred and where most of Iraq's 24 million people live. 

      Wounded fighters and civilians also may carry depleted uranium shrapnel in their bodies.

      Many medical studies have failed to show a direct link between DU exposure and human disease, though a

      study of rats linked intramuscular fragments with increased cancer risk. Test-tube experiments also suggest

      DU may trigger potentially dangerous changes in cells.

      The munitions are conventional and do not generate a nuclear blast. Depleted uranium, a very dense metal

      fashioned from low-level radioactive waste, allows them to easily pierce armor and buildings that would

      deflect other projectiles.

      The Pentagon vigorously defends the decisive battlefield advantage that the super-hard metal provides and

      says the munitions do not create pollution or health hazards. Tanks, Bradley fighting vehicles and A-10

      attack jets all fire depleted uranium rounds. Some missiles also contain the material.

      "There's going to be no impact on the health of people in the environment or people who were there at the

      time," said Dr. Michael Kilpatrick, a top Pentagon health official.

      "You would really have to have a large internalized dose," Kilpatrick said. "You are not going to get that with casual exposure."

      However, experts differ as to what qualifies as casual exposure.

      Some worry that it could affect civilian populations - especially children - if it enters groundwater used for

      drinking water and irrigation.

      "The soil around the impact sites of depleted uranium penetrators might be heavily contaminated," said Brian Spratt, chair of the depleted uranium committee of the Royal Society, England's scientific academy. "We      recommend the fragments should be removed."

      Some experiments suggest DU may cause serious illness even if tiny particles are inhaled or ingested.

      Critics complain that studies so far have not been nearly large or long enough to conclude the munitions

      pose no long-term risks.

      Rep. Jim McDermott, D-Wash., has introduced legislation requiring broader federal research.

      "Depleted uranium is toxic and carcinogenic and it may well be associated with elevated rates of birth

      defects in babies born to those exposed to it," said McDermott, who is a physician.

      Before the current war, Iraqi doctors were blaming high rates of cancer and birth defects in Basra and other

      southern cities on U.S. munitions fired 12 years ago - when fighting was concentrated along the southern

      border with Kuwait. Iraqi officials claim their number of cancer patients has risen 50 percent in 10 years,

      although complete medical surveys have not been conducted.

      Some U.S. veterans also blame certain mysterious symptoms of Gulf War Syndrome on DU exposure.

      To many, the issue could mushroom into a controversy similar to that involving Agent Orange spraying during the Vietnam War. Exposure to the herbicide has caused catastrophic health problems even to generations born after the war.

      "The fact that most of the fighting in Iraq has been in population centers is of great worry to me," said

      geochemist Vala Ragnarsdottir of the University of Bristol in England. Ragnarsdottir was one of 17 scientists  from five European nations who conducted DU field assessments for the U.N. in the Balkans in 2000.

      That investigation, the first of its kind, found no direct link between DU munitions and current disease rates  in Serbia, Kosovo and Montenegro. However, the study was limited to 11 combat sites. About 12 metric tons  of depleted uranium ordnance was used in the Balkans; that compares with 300 metric tons during the 1991 Persian Gulf War, and far more in the current campaign.

      In Iraq, Ragnarsdottir said, "many hard targets were hit and therefore DU dust was produced, which still

      could be blowing around."

      "I think that DU water pollution is likely to occur with time," she said.

      The U.N. inquiry would sample DU residues in soil, air, water and vegetation throughout the battle theater,

      as well as measure for radiation hotspots.

      Investigators will need information from the Pentagon to calculate how much DU ordinance was used and the  coordinates of specific Iraqi targets.

      "An early study in Iraq could either lay these fears to rest or confirm there are potential risks which then could be addressed," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the U.N. Environmental Program, which will  manage the investigation.

      Depleted uranium is a byproduct of the industrial process in national weapons labs that enriches the energy

      content of nuclear fuel rods and warheads by adding more of the fissionable U-235 isotope. What's left is a

      concentrated metal waste that is about twice as dense as lead, but 40 percent less radioactive than

      uranium in its natural form.

      A DU-hardened projectile can bore straight through an enemy tank. DU shrapnel also ignites, engulfing the

      target in fire.

      What happens then has been studied by several government labs and international agencies with varying

      conclusions.

      The Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute in Bethesda, Md., and other labs suggest that DU

      fragments embedded in the muscle of laboratory rats cause cancerous tumors.

      But do the animal trials really mimic battlefield exposures? Studies of human patients and health records by  the World Health Organization and others found no direct link to cancer rates and other illnesses.

      Studies by the RAND Corp. and others suggest the radiation danger from handling the munitions is low.

      A 2002 study by the Royal Society concluded that most battlefield soldiers won't be at risk. But dangerous

      vapors are generated when the weapons are fired or explode. If the particles are inhaled or ingested, they

      might settle in the kidneys and skeleton of some soldiers, or raise the risk of lung cancer.

      But at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Baltimore, more than 500 urine samples from veterans

      concerned about DU exposure were evaluated by toxicologists. The VA reported 20 samples showed

      elevated uranium levels, but those could be attributed to natural uranium in food and water.

      Urine provided by patients carrying DU shrapnel in their bodies from friendly fire during the Persian Gulf War also showed elevated uranium levels, but the higher levels were not tied to disease.

      DU critics complain the VA studies have examined fewer than 100 veterans of the 1991 conflict.

      "The military's policy is don't look, don't find," said Dan Fahey, a Navy veteran in the Persian Gulf who now works for a San Francisco environmental group.

      Fahey said: "If they don't do proper studies of veterans, they can say there is no evidence of adverse

      health effects."

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Economic Times 

April 17, 2003 

UNEP WORRY OVER URANIUM 

      BYLINE: Chandrika Mago 

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) wants a scientific assessment of sites targeted with depleted

      uranium (DU) munitions in Iraq as soon as conditions permit. 

      DU, considered ideal for use in armour penetrators, has been used by the US in both Gulf wars. UNEP's

      latest report on Bosnia and Herzegovina confirms possible risks involved. 

      It confirmed that DU from weapons used in the mid-1990s in that region had contaminated local supplies of  drinking water at one site, and could still be found in dust particles. The levels were low, it said,

      nevertheless recommending precautions and constant monitoring of water. 

      This report cited four findings. One, ground contamination occurs at DU penetrator impact points at low

      levels, and is localised to areas typically limited within one or two metres. 

      Two, DU penetrators buried near the ground surface have corroded, losing a fourth of their mass over seven years. These will corrode completely within three decades of impact. 

      Three, UNEP recorded the first instance of DU contamination of groundwater. It recommends this water not  be used and water sampling continue for several years. 

      Four, DU contamination of the air was found at two different sites, including inside two buildings. 

      This was due to the re-suspension of DU particles from penetrators or contamination points due to wind or

      human actions. Some of these buildings were still in use, so UNEP recommended decontamination.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Inter Press Service

April 18, 2003, Friday

IRAQ: Cluster bomb 'duds' leave behind a minefield

      The Saddam Hussein regime was brought to an end, but the war is not over, nor will it be for a long time for  many Iraqi civilians, particularly children, due to the left-over deadly weapons used in the war, a

      crucial issue in the post-war era, warn specialists.

      The 750 Tomahawk missiles and the 18,000 bombs fired in the first 21 days of the conflict by the

      U.S.-British coalition against Iraq took a considerable toll, killing many civilians, though it is still impossible to know exactly how many.

      The initial counts of civilian casualties reached 1,300, but the true number could be much higher, and will

      continue to rise as the Iraqi population faces the threat of undetonated cluster bombs, or "duds", as

      occurred in the wake of the wars in Kosovo (1999) and Afghanistan (2001).

      Despite the exhortations of U.S. civil society groups months before the war began, the United States armed

      forces utilized cluster bombs, which release hundreds of smaller, lethal "bomblets", often claiming civilian

      lives. These devices can remain embedded in the ground for years, turning into de facto anti-personnel

      mines. 

      The Pentagon (U.S. Department of Defence) acknowledged on Apr. 2 that it had used cluster bombs in the

      city of Al Hillah, 80 km south of Baghdad. The International Committee of the Red Cross reported dozens of civilians dead and 300 injured as a result of that attack.

      According to the international press reporting from within Iraq, cluster bombs were used in military

      operations throughout the country.

      Cluster bombs date back to the 1960s and, as a standard element of the military arsenal, were extensively

      utilized in the Vietnam War (1965-1975), the 1991 Gulf War, as well as in Kosovo and Afghanistan.

      Experts estimate that more than 10,000 cluster bombs were released during Operation Desert Storm, 1,200

      in Kosovo and 600 in Afghanistan.

      Patrick Garret, a defence and security analyst at the Washington-based GlobalSecurity.org, explained to

      Tierram rica that there are different types of cluster bombs but they all function in much the same way.

      A projectile-shaped container carries smaller weapons, or submunitions. When it is released during a

      bombardment operation the canister opens and disperses the bomblets over a broad area, depending on the

      altitude from which it is dropped, according to Garret. The area of impact can cover an area as extensive as

      two football fields.

      These mini-bombs are designed as anti-tank, anti-personnel and anti-material ordnance, or with combined

      effect, such as fragmentation and incendiary capabilities. They are about the same size as a soft-drink can

      and may include a small parachute to facilitate their descent.

      According to human rights watchdog Amnesty International, the United States used CBU-97 type cluster

      bombs in the Iraqi city of Al Hillah. Each one includes around 200 BLU97 bomblets, which the Pentagon

      reports have a five-percent failure or "dud" rate.

      In other words, there are some bomblets that do not explode, but sit where they were dropped. Their

      colorful encasements might attract children, who could confuse them for toys.

      During the attack against Afghanistan in late 2001 to overthrow the Taliban regime, the United States

      issued radio messages and pamphlets to educate the population about how to differentiate between the

      food ration packages air-dropped as part of the humanitarian aid effort and unexploded ordnance.

      Weapons experts, meanwhile, have suggested that the percentage of bomblets that fail to explode on

      impact could be higher in the field of combat than in the controlled conditions of testing.

      "Our experience in the clean-up operations in Kosovo indicate that we could talk about 15 percent (failure

      rate)," Jos A. Mart nez-L pez, of the United Nations Mine Action Coordination Center (UNMACC), told Tierram rica.

      In the first two years following the Persian Gulf War, more than 1,400 Kuwaitis and around 200 Iraqis were  killed in incidents related to cluster bomb munitions, according to the British group Landmine Action.

      The number of such deaths in Afghanistan is estimated at over 100.

      And in Kosovo, 45 percent of the victims of explosive devices can be attributed to the bomblets, so far

      totalling 103 dead and 372 injured since the conflict there ended, says Mart nez-L pez.

      These munitions can also have negative effects on the environment. In Afghanistan, according to the U.N.,

      an 800-square-km area, covering farmland, pastures, irrigation channels and residential areas, has been

      contaminated by ordnance.

      U.N.-led clean-up operations in Afghanistan are aimed at protecting some 170,000 civilians, reducing the

      number of refugees and recovering the land. If successful it could save the country some $ 730 million.

      According to GlobalSecurity.org's Garret, it is still too soon to know to what extent the use of cluster bombs will impact Iraq in the long term. He said the U.S. Central Command has reported that it has mostly used  precision control weapons.

      Pentagon officials say that the cluster bombs dropped in Iraq are more precise in reaching their targets

      because new technology permits them to compensate for external factors, such as wind speed.

      Cluster bombs are not officially categorized as anti-personnel devices and so are not covered by the 1999

      Convention on Landmines, which bans their use.

      The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and civil society organizations are demanding a

      moratorium on cluster bombs until their failure rate and margin of error can be further reduced. Some groups  are calling for including the devices in treaties that would ban their use entirely.

      "The international community established accords on nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, but today's  conventional weapons can be as devastating as the so-called weapons of mass destruction," says Ricardo

      Aguilar, director of Spain's Center for Peace Research.

      The issue of the destructive power of new types of weapons in the civilian arena is crucial in the post-war

      debate, say experts.

      "Countries must set up mechanisms for evaluating arms that are in development. These assessments today

      are secret. The ICRC is demanding transparency," said Dominique Loye, adviser on weapons and international humanitarian law for the Geneva-based ICRC.

      "After the hostilities, the degree of violations must be evaluated in the legal context that seeks to prevent

      armies from resorting to just any method to eliminate the enemy," Loye told Tierram rica.

      * Tierram rica is a specialized news service (www.tierramerica.net) produced by IPS with the backing of

      the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.

      (Cristina Hern ndez-Espinoza is a Tierram rica contributor. Lidia Hunter/Spain and Pilar Franco/Mexico

      contributed to this report.)
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Health and environmental hazards posed by depleted uranium exposure

      ANCHORS: IRA FLATOW

      IRA FLATOW, host:

      This is TALK OF THE NATION/SCIENCE FRIDAY. I'm Ira Flatow.

      A little bit later in the program, we'll talk about the efforts to recover antiquities stolen from museums in

      Iraq.

      But first, one of the great advantages the United States has in weaponry is its ability to destroy enemy

      tanks by hitting them with very lethal armor-piercing ammunition, sort of anti-tank bullets, made from

      depleted uranium or DU, as it's called. Depleted uranium is the heavy metal that is left over when natural

      uranium is used to produce fuel for nuclear reactors. In the first Gulf War, about 320 tons of depleted

      uranium ammunition was fired. DU has also been used in Bosnia, Kosovo, Serbia, Montenegro and most

      recently in Iraq. The Department of Defense says depleted uranium gives fighting forces a clear advantage

      in conflict. It pierces through armor and makes for a strong armor itself. Iraqi tank shells have been known

      to bounce off of American tanks that wear armor made of depleted uranium. 

      The DOD says its studies of exposure of soldiers to shrapnel from the first Gulf War and the others have not  shown soldiers to suffer long-term effects. Critics say that DU does represent a health hazard both to

      soldiers and to civilians on the battlefield. At worse, they claim, it can cause cancer and other illnesses, and

      at best, the threat posed by DU is not known because the health effects have not been studied enough,

      they say.

      Earlier this month, the United Nations Environment Programme recommended that a scientific

      assessment of sites targeted by DU weapons be conducted in Iraq as soon as conditions permit. And Jim

      McDermott, Democrat congressman from Washington state, along with six other Democrats, introduced a bill in Congress requiring that health and environmental effects be studied at sites where DU has be in use.

      What do you think? Is DU worth the potential risk? That's what we'll be talking about this hour. Our number  is 1 (800) 989-8255; 1 (800) 989-TALK. And as always, you can surf over to our Web site for more      information.

      Let me introduce my guests this hour. Dr. Michael Kilpatrick is the deputy director of the Deployment Health  Support Directorate of Health Affairs for the Department of Defense, and he joins us from our NPR studios in Washington. Thanks for joining us, Dr. Kilpatrick. Welcome back.

      Dr. MICHAEL KILPATRICK (Deployment Health Support Directorate of Health Affairs, Department of Defense):

      Good afternoon. It's a pleasure to be here.

      FLATOW: You're welcome. Dan Fahey is a Navy veteran. He served in the US Navy from 1990 to '91,

      including service in the Persian Gulf in July of '91. And he graduated from the Navy's Tomahawk cruise missile school and the Phalanx Close-In Weapons Systems school and Surface Warfare Officer School, among      others. He served on the board of directors of the National Gulf War Resource Center from 1996 to '98. He      currently serves on the board of the Veterans for Common Sense. He's a contributing author to      "International Law and the Use of Depleted Uranium Munitions" that will be coming out this year. He lives in Berkeley. And he joins us from KQED in San Francisco. Thank you for being with us, Mr. Fahey.

      Mr. DAN FAHEY (Navy Veteran): Thanks for having me.

      FLATOW: Dr. Kilpatrick, let's talk about depleted uranium. How is it used? Where is it used?

      Dr. KILPATRICK: Well, it's used as a munition, a penetrator for armor, by our M1-A1 tanks, as well as by our A-10 airplanes and our Bradley Fighting Machines. The depleted uranium is essentially a metal rod that, for  the M1-A1 tanks, weighs about nine pounds. It has a very long range of effectiveness at penetrating armor.

      In fact, it's superior to any other heavy metal. From the A-10 airplanes, we use a 25 millimeter--I'm sorry, a

      30 millimeter essentially metal rod that comes from a bullet shot by the airplane and the Bradley Fighting

      Machines use a 25 millimeter piece of essentially this heavy metal. When it hits armor, it essentially

      self-sharpens as it goes through, and that self-sharpening does create an oxide that comes off, particles,

      and those do create essentially a fireball as they go through heavy armor.

      DOD also uses depleted uranium as armor on the M1-A1 heavy tanks, and again, this gives it superior

      protection against any other armor-penetrating munition that's shot. The other heavy metals that have

      been used in the past to penetrate armor are things like lead and steel, which really flatten when they hit

      armor. Tungsten doesn't flatten as much as lead, but it still mushrooms when it hits armor, so depleted

      uranium is the superior munition for penetrating armor.

      FLATOW: So it vaporizes when it hits the tank.

      Dr. KILPATRICK: Well, when it goes through, part of it does. As it burns into the tank, part of it comes off.  But anywhere in studies done from 22--maybe 50 percent of it will turn to a dust. The rest ends up as either chunks of metal or an intact metal. If it does not hit armor, if it hits soft soil, for example, it will just bury in the soil. If it hits rock, for example, in a mountainous area or pavement, it could ricochet and end up lying on the surface.

      FLATOW: Dan Fahey, let's talk about the possible health risks of DU, because I know you believe that there

      are health risks associated with depleted uranium.

      Mr. FAHEY: Well, my belief stems from a plain reading of many of the Department of Defense's own reports.

      And, in fact, there was a very interesting report from July of 1990 that the Army released just six months

      before Operation Desert Storm in which they predicted that the use of depleted uranium munitions in combat

      would result in localized areas of contamination consisting of very fine respirable size dust, that this dust

      could be inhaled by not only combat soldiers but, after the conflict is over, by civilians. And they predicted

      that the resulting health effects could include cancer and kidney damage. And, in fact, they went so far as

      to predict that once the public was aware of the health and environmental hazards posed by depleted

      uranium, that there would be a movement to ban it and that the Army needed to proactively engage in a

      public relations effort to dampen public concern.

      So since the war, these concerns have been amplified, and the issue has tend to have gone to two polar

      extremes where we're at the point now, we have people making very extreme claims, claiming that this is

      similar to Chernobyl or its use constitutes genocide, which I believe are vastly exaggerated. But on the

      other hand, we do have the Pentagon overstating the importance of this for the arsenal while understating

      what they know to be at least the potential health and environmental risks, and we really haven't had an

      adequate study of either Gulf War veterans from 1991 or of civilian populations to draw any firm conclusions

      at this point about the health effects of depleted uranium.

      FLATOW: You said there haven't been adequate studies, but, Dr. Kilpatrick, every time you look at the Army

      literature, they cite a case history of 90 soldiers who were under friendly fire during the first Gulf War and

      were exposed to depleted uranium, and it appears from these that these soldiers are not suffering any

      long-term effects, correct?

      Dr. KILPATRICK: Well, this is the study that Dr. Melissa McDiarmid at the Baltimore VA Hospital has headed

      up, and this is a medical follow-up study. She is currently following some 70 of those individuals who were in

      or on armored vehicles that were struck by depleted uranium in friendly fire; in other words, US on US in the

      Gulf War. She has not found any health consequences related to the depleted uranium exposure that these

      individuals had. She's continuing to follow them, particularly the ones that have small fragments of depleted

      uranium still in their body. To remove them would require amputation or major surgery. Since they're not

      showing any untoward health effects, the idea is to follow them and not to undergo that surgery.

      But I think that it is important to understand that depleted uranium is a heavy metal, and like all heavy

      metals, we recognize there is a chemical toxicity that if the dose inside one's body is high enough, there

      certainly can be damage to tissue, to cells. Then when you add to it, the understanding that depleted

      uranium does have some radioactivity to it, it's 40 percent less than natural uranium, that is a concern that

      has prompted DOD to continue to fund some basic science studies, as well as to follow humans who were

      exposed to depleted uranium.

      FLATOW: Is there no, you know, lung cancer risk from inhaling radioactive particles?

      Dr. KILPATRICK: Well, I think that certainly there's a theoretical concern about that because you are taking

      in a heavy metal, as well as one that has some ability as a radioactive element to have alpha emitters. And

      theoretically, one alpha particle could cause a cancer.

      FLATOW: Right.

      Dr. KILPATRICK: The reality is in looking at these individuals who were in or on vehicles and certainly inhaled

      the highest concentration of oxide, because the highest concentration is when it's penetrating the armored

      vehicle, that they are not showing any untoward effects. So we're certainly looking at lungs very closely,

      looking at bone. Their kidneys have been followed very closely with non-invasive studies; in other words,

      not damage in the kidney by taking out samples but by looking at Beta-1 microglobulins. Those are early

      indicators of cellular damage in the collecting tubial. And then in individuals that have been followed, we're  not seeing any changes in those markers.

      FLATOW: Dan Fahey.

      Mr. FAHEY: Well, the history of the VA's depleted uranium study is very interesting, and I've written about it   recently in a report titled "Science or Science Fiction?" which is up on the Web, but that study really has a lot of very serious problems with it. When it was established in 1993, the VA initially reached out to 35

      veterans, and among those veterans were veterans who had ben wounded by depleted uranium in combat.      Now according to the Army's own regulations that were in place in 1991, any soldiers who had known or

      suspected exposures to depleted uranium were supposed to have received medical testing and monitoring.

      But even veterans who were wounded in combat by depleted uranium fragments during friendly fire incidents  were not told that they had been wounded by depleted uranium or otherwise exposed.

      So when this program was established, only 35 veterans were put into it. And over the course of the next

      five years, the Department of Defense continued to tell--they told five consecutive federal investigations of

      Gulf War veterans' illness that only 35 friendly fire vets had been exposed. And through documents that I

      obtained through the Freedom of Information Act, we forced the Pentagon to admit that, in fact, vastly

      more had been exposed than previously admitted.

      But Mike mentioned the cancer risks, and the Institute of Medicine has really identified three potential areas that are of concern. One is the lung, one is the bone, and the other are lymphatic cancers. And, in fact, in      1999, one of the veterans that is in included in the VA study had lymphatic cancer. And it's very interesting      to note that in the year 2001, when there was a very big controversy in Europe over the use of depleted      uranium in the Balkans by the US military, that a Pentagon spokesman traveled to Europe and told at press      conferences--the transcripts are available on the Web--stated very clearly that there had been no cancers      among any of the veterans in the US study when, in fact, we now know that that was essentially a lie.

      And there are other problems with the VA program, including that the Pentagon has identified about 900

      veterans who were in units that had significant exposures to depleted uranium; yet that 70 number--or Mike

      has also used the number 90 recently--is very misleading because the last time the veterans were

      examined, only 39 were examined. And many of the 70 have not even been seen in 10 years. We have no

      idea what their health status is. So I have called for the VA to vastly increase their study and do a health

      survey of the 900 veterans that the Pentagon has identified has having significant depleted uranium

      exposures.

      FLATOW: Dr. Kilpatrick, could it be possible that we're only 12 years after the first Gulf War, it might be tooearly to see any cancers that might be popping up?

      Dr. KILPATRICK: Well, certainly if you take a look at what you would expect to see historically for exposures that result in cancers, that you would expect this to be out anywhere from 15 to 30 years. So I think that any cancers that occur early, you would almost presume were not due to an exposure that occurred in the      immediate preceding several years or maybe even 10 years. It certainly depends on dose of exposure. As we know from information from Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as we looked at leukemias, that the peak of those was somewhere from two to four years after exposure to an atomic weapon. Now depleted uranium is not an      atomic weapon. It is a heavy metal that is less radioactive than natural uranium. We all ingest natural      uranium. In fact, we take in about 500 to 900 micrograms a year and excrete some one to two micrograms      in our urine every day, and everybody's body has somewhere in the range of 90 micrograms of natural      uranium in the bone and other tissues in the body, so...

      FLATOW: All right. We'll...

      Dr. KILPATRICK: ...it is a heavy metal...

      FLATOW: Right.

      Dr. KILPATRICK: ...that is part of our environment and part of our exposures as humans.

      FLATOW: Dr. Kilpatrick, Dan Fahey, stay with us. We'll be right back after this short break, and lots of

      people want to get in on the conversation. We'll go to the phones, so don't go away.

      I'm Ira Flatow, and this is TALK OF THE NATION/SCIENCE FRIDAY from NPR News.

      (Soundbite of music)

      FLATOW: You're listening to TALK OF THE NATION/SCIENCE FRIDAY. I'm Ira Flatow.

      We're talking this hour about depleted uranium as used in the war in Iraq and other places in the last 10, 15

      years or so. My guests are Dan Fahey, a Navy veteran and veterans' advocate for depleted uranium issues.

      Dr. Michael Kilpatrick is deputy director of the Deployment Health Support Directorate, Health Affairs for the Department of Defense. Our number--1 (800) 989-8255 is our number.

      What about the uranium that goes to the soil? If it's being vaporized or if it's becoming dust, doesn't that

      remain in the soil and be left behind for people who might be coming later on to live there or be working in

      the area? Let me ask Dan Fahey, and then, Dr. Kilpatrick, you can react.

      Mr. FAHEY: Yeah. That's a very good question, and that's a question that's on a lot of people's minds these

      days in the aftermath of the recent war in Iraq. But this issue has been studied extensively by the United

      Nations Environment Programme, as you mentioned, but also by the British Royal Society and the World

      Health Organization. And all of those studies have called attention to the potential for use of depleted

      uranium to result in soil contamination that does pose a risk for human health.

      And in particular, what the World Health Organization and also other scientists--there was recently a

      depleted uranium issue in the Journal of Environmental Radioactivity, and they've, in particular, called to

      attention to the potential for children to be overexposed to depleted uranium when playing in soil. And

      there's certainly been many pictures that came out of southern Iraq after the war, but also the Balkans, of

      children playing on contaminated tanks, or I should clarify that, on destroyed tanks that we don't know if

      they were contaminated or not. But the children don't know either, and that's what makes it particularly a

      concern right now because the Pentagon has stated that not only will they not clean up any depleted

      uranium in Iraq, but they refuse to even study the issue and do basic environmental assessments and to

      warn the civilian populations and relief workers, which flies in the face of the recommendations made by the World Health Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme and other credible international

      scientific organizations.

      FLATOW: Dr. Kilpatrick.

      Dr. KILPATRICK: Well, I think the studies that Dan Fahey quoted about the United Nations Environment

      Programme in particular, the Department of Defense really did endorse and support those studies being

      done. I think that clearly, the United Nations Environment Programme has already stated they're very

      interested in going into Iraq to take a look at environmental hazards, everything from sewage to

      contaminated water to polluted water to multiple other effects, including depleted uranium. I think that

      because depleted uranium is slightly radioactive, if there are armored vehicles that have been damaged with depleted uranium, they'd be able to very easily identify the fact that they were, in fact, hit with depleted      uranium.

      But those armored vehicles pose other threats besides depleted uranium: the munitions that may still be

      inside unexploded, could be other contaminants from what's inside the vehicle itself; if they're Russian made,

      the radium in dials that could have been broken present a large number of hazards. And certainly, going into any post-combat zone is extremely important to identify what those hazards are, to make sure that both

      military and civilian population avoid them. So I think that the rational approach to this as the war is--still

      skirmishes going on, looking at how do we protect the people of Iraq. That was the purpose of Operation

      Iraqi Freedom, is to free the people of Iraq, and that will carry on in making sure they are protected from

      many environmental hazards that are present or could be present in the future.

      FLATOW: I've been reading the Department of Defense documents on how happy they are about the

      effectiveness about DU weaponry. It doesn't seem like there could be anything that would--any results of

      really a study, short of some catastrophic answers, which would make the DOD give up on these shells;

      basically they're saying, you know, this is war, war is hell, and we have to put up with this to maintain our

      superiority.

      Dr. KILPATRICK: Well, they certainly are superior weapons for penetrating armor, but the Department of

      Defense is funding some very important basic science research looking at the effect of depleted uranium and other heavy metals, including tungsten and tungsten alloys, in tissue cultures and in animal models. While      the results from these are not directly applicable to effects in human beings, they do have relevance. And I think that as we move forward in this, it's extremely important to understand what science can tell us. And I  think that when we see some genotoxic effects in tissue cultures or we see tumor development in laboratory  animals, it does give one pause, but you need to have the scientific process go forward to take a look at what does this mean to an organism such as a human being that has multiple exposures to multiple differenttoxins throughout their lifetime?

      Mr. FAHEY: Well, Mike, that's what makes it very confusing why the Department of Defense is refusing to  even study this issue right now in Iraq, because as you just mentioned, the laboratory studies are very      interesting and have also found the development of cancer in rats. And so I hope the Department of  Defense will remove its resistance to allowing the United Nations Environment Programme's Post-Conflict Assessment Unit to move into Iraq and do a rapid assessment, not only of DU but of all the environmental hazards.

      Dr. KILPATRICK: Well, as a Department of Defense individual who is focused on health, that certainly is the  intention. You can't go in during--a firefight's going on and put environmental assessors in harm's way. But that certainly needs to be one of the things that we do when the time is right, and I think that taking a      statement that we're not going to be doing that today and trying to extrapolate that to the future is not      appropriate.

      FLATOW: 1 (800) 989-8255 is our number. Let's see if we can get a phone call or two in before we have to  go. Let's go to Melissa in New Hampshire. Hi, Melissa.

      MELISSA (Caller): Hi. Thank you, Ira, for taking my call. I appreciate it. I have a bit of a question, first of all, for the man who is pro-veterans who have been in the Desert Storm. I didn't know if he might have some

      numbers or something that we can call to get to get help or information on some of the research and data

      he has come up with?

      FLATOW: We'll have it on our Web site so you can go right to sciencefriday and we'll have the links to Dan  Fahey's--it's easier than giving out a long string...

      MELISSA: Right. That's right.

      FLATOW: ...that you'll forget.

      MELISSA: OK. And my other one was basically a comment. One of my relatives, very close relatives was

      over in Desert Storm in '91 for about a year or so. When he came back, in the general vicinity of where he

      lived, there were six other men who were in the same battalion that he was in. They were on the front lines

      going into Baghdad or surrounding Baghdad, and they were exposed and they were also packing depleted

      uranium shells and exposed to tanks and such that had been hit with depleted uranium. And three of those

      guys came down with real radical forms of cancer. Two of them died.

      Now when they tried to get help from the Veterans Administration, they were basically, to put it bluntly,

      blown off. They were kind of put to the side and they were ignored basically up here in New Hampshire. The veterans here are treated very badly, and basically, they were given one questionnaire to fill out about the

      whole possible depleted uranium and chemical exposure over there, and that's all they heard about it as far

      as the military taking care of them. And it makes me incredibly angry because my relative was also over in

      Vietnam and exposed to Agent Orange, which they are continuing to say had no effects on the veterans

      over there at all. And so I'm just concerned for my relatives.

      FLATOW: Let me ask Dr. Kilpatrick if there's anything...

      Dr. KILPATRICK: Well, certainly, I think that when people first came back from the Gulf, neither the

      Department of Defense, nor the Department of Veterans Affairs were prepared to start to conduct massive

      kinds of research or investigative studies, but the VA did in 1992 start doing comprehensive medical

      examinations on any Gulf War veteran who has any health concern or just wanted an examination, and the

      Department of Defense followed suit in '94, so there was a bit of a delay between the end of the war,

      people coming back and these programs being started. And we certainly continue to work with veterans

      because many of them do have symptoms that are real. They're not imaginary. They're very debilitating for

      which medical diagnosis cannot be made to explain those symptoms.

      I think when people have cancers, certainly that is of major concern. As we take a look at populations, we

      don't see differences in rates of cancers or types of cancers in those who deployed and those who don't.

      When you look at individuals, it's a totally different story, and we really work hard to make sure that those

      individuals get care from a physician who looks at that patient as an issue, a problem, a person that they

      need to take care of, and sometimes that doctor-patient relationship is broken down. My recommendation is always get another doctor if you're not able to communicate...

      FLATOW: Well, the doctor is the government...

      MELISSA: Exactly.

      FLATOW: ...the VA hospital. Who are you going to go to?

      Dr. KILPATRICK: And I think...

      LINDA: Yeah, the situation with my relative was the fact that they were mandated to report to get a

      checkup and the doctors didn't do a decent checkup. They just--you know, 'Yeah, breathe in, breathe out.

      Your lungs are working. That's fine. Now go away.' And that's essentially the type of veterans care up here

      they've been getting after they got out of Desert Storm. And so if they're receiving this, how many other

      veterans are having to put up with the same type of behavior and treatment from the government and from

      the Veterans Administration, which is next to nothing? And some of these veterans do not have the extra

      income to where they can go to another doctor to get a second opinion.

      FLATOW: Dan Fahey, do you know--sound familiar to you?

      Mr. FAHEY: Well, it sounds too familiar, unfortunately. I worked as a paralegal for many years helping

      veterans file disability claims, and that was--it was through that work that I began my efforts on depleted

      uranium. But, you know, it is very confusing to--if you look back at what happened after 1991, it's very

      clear that the Department of Defense, at least at the high levels, were aware that depleted uranium

      presented a hazard to the health of our troops and that even in the weeks before Desert Storm started

      messages were sent to Central Command in Riyadh saying at a minimum tell troops to stay away from any

      destroyed vehicles.

      But for reasons that the Department of Defense has never explained, those messages were never passed

      out on to the front-line troops, to the infantry soldiers and armored troops and artillery soldiers who were

      fighting. And as a result, many people were climbing all over vehicles. And that was partly what got me

      involved in this issue, was talking with hundreds of Gulf War veterans who were having health problems. And depleted uranium is not the only cause and probably not even the major cause of the illnesses that we've

      seen. There were many other exposure factors, but the fact is that depleted uranium was out there on the

      battlefield, it did present a hazard. Troops had no information about it.

      And then afterwards the government was very reluctant to acknowledge that there were hazards because

      it's very important--I can't emphasize enough the political nature of this issue, that this issue and, in fact,

      the VA study has become very politicized as there's been growing international concern about our use of

      depleted uranium. The Pentagon has gone to great lengths to try and dampen the concerns by

      misrepresenting the findings of our own research, both on laboratory animals and on veterans, and also in

      terms of overplaying the importance to try and justify to the American public that, well, this may cause

      health problems and we don't need to clean it up in Iraq or the Balkans or elsewhere because it works well

      and, therefore, the ends justifies the means. But...

      FLATOW: Right.

      Mr. FAHEY: I'll end there.

      FLATOW: All right. I want to see if I can get another call or two. Thank you for calling, Linda. 1 (800)

      989-8255 is our number. Let's go to the phones, and let's go to Pete Zimmerman in Washington.

      Mr. PETE ZIMMERMAN (Caller): Hello, Ira.

      FLATOW: Hi. How are you?

      Mr. ZIMMERMAN: Pretty good. You know, as an old nuclear physicist, I'm listening to this and I want to put some of it in perspective.

      FLATOW: We don't have that much time, Pete. You're going to have to hurry up.

      Mr. ZIMMERMAN: I know that. Let me start out by saying that in my lab days there I used to use DU bricks  as door stoppers, DU dust on them and all. So the health physics people at Fermilab, for example, don't think  it's a terrible hazard. One really has to put this in perspective and remember that depleted uranium's half-life is that of the age of the Earth. So when you say it's radioactive, it's just barely radioactive.

      FLATOW: So you have no problem with people inhaling the dust of it then?

      Mr. ZIMMERMAN: Well, I have problems with people inhaling any heavy metal dust because any heavy metal is going to have a heavy metal toxicity.

      FLATOW: Well, we're not talking about toxicity, we're talking about the radiation effects of this.

      Mr. ZIMMERMAN: You know, I have much less worry about them inhaling the radioactive dust from uranium than I do from them getting the radiocarbon that's in the atmosphere or any of the alpha sources that float around. I think that the amount of radiation that they're likely to get over the course of a lifetime of having  a small particle embedded is really quite small from uranium as compared to--oh, let's just say radon in the basement of your house. I think that's an enormously higher problem.

      FLATOW: All right, Pete. Pete...

      Mr. ZIMMERMAN: But, yes, I'd worry about the ground contamination, and, yes, it should be cleaned up. But should we give up the munitions? No.

      FLATOW: All right, Pete. Thanks for checking in with us.

      We're talking about depleted uranium this hour on TALK OF THE NATION/SCIENCE FRIDAY from NPR News.

      Dan, any reaction?

      Mr. FAHEY: Well, he makes a very good point, that I think sometimes people have focused in on the

      radioactive aspect of depleted uranium when, in fact, the laboratory studies that have been done by the

      Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute have stated very clearly that the effects they've seen, which

      include cancer, DNA damage, cell death, are caused by the chemical toxicity alone.

      So whether it's the radioactivity or the chemical toxicity, to me, is not the central issue. The central issue is

      that depleted uranium in these laboratory studies has been shown to cause cancer. And, therefore, you

      know, I think the discussion over use it or not right at this moment is not the central issue. The central

      issue is that we've just used a large amount of this, apparently, in Iraq. Most of it has been shot into urban

      areas where there are large populations living. And earlier this week, the Department of Defense stated that

      they were refusing to study this issue.

      And I think that's really the front-burner issue, is that we need to allow the United Nations Environment  Program to move into Iraq as soon as possible and to conduct comprehensive environmental studies that  look at DU and other causative factors. But...

      FLATOW: Dr. Kilpatrick, is that true that the DOD has refused to study this?

      Dr. KILPATRICK: Well, I think that there's been a statement made by a spokesman that there is not a plan in place at this time. Now there was a meeting just the other day that involved the State Department and the  Department of Defense and United Nations Environmental Program on how to go about doing that study.

      And I think that the template that United Nations Environmental Program has done in the Balkans is clearly an ideal template to use. And I think that's what you will see in the very near future. And so the Department of Defense is a very large organization. There are many people, and it's a matter of getting  information from the people with the expertise to understand what the issue is.

      And I think the issue is one of concern. If there are projectiles lying on the ground, they should certainly be

      picked up. If there's unexploded ordnance on the ground, it should certainly be picked up. And I think that

      those are part of our responsibility to the people of Iraq.

      FLATOW: Any other thing, Dan, that you think should be done? We only have about 30 seconds.

      Mr. FAHEY: Well, I do think that we do need to do a comprehensive health study on the veterans from the

      '91 war, and move away from this extremely small study focusing on a few veterans to include the people in the units the Pentagon has identified. In addition to that, we need to be doing assessments of the health of

      our troops who are in Iraq at the moment and for people who may have been exposed to depleted uranium. I believe we'd need to establish a second depleted uranium study for veterans of the second Gulf War to start

      looking at those troops. And not only US troops, but British troops who also used depleted uranium in this

      conflict.

      FLATOW: All right. Thank you very much, both of you gentlemen. Dan Fahey, a Navy veteran and a

      veterans advocate for depleted uranium issues. Dr. Michael Kilpatrick, deputy director of the Deployment

      Health Support Directorate Health Affairs for the Department of Defense. Thanks for joining us this hour.

      We're going to take a short break, and when we come back, we're going to switch gears and talk about Iraq

      and the looting that went on there. So stay with us. We'll be right back.

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Europe Environment

April 17, 2003
Depleted uranium: possible inquiry into use of depleted uranium shells in Iraq

      BODY:

      The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is demanding an inquiry into the use in Iraq of

      depleted uranium shells by American-British forces, the Agency's spokesman Michael Williams affirmed on  April 7 in Amman, Jordan. "Once security and political conditions in Iraq permit, we will ask the United States and the United Kingdom for clearance to conduct an inquiry. Both countries have declared that they still use  depleted uranium shells (...) Each time they are used in the theatre of war it should be possible to analyse      radioactivity on the ground", he indicated. Mr Williams added that research conducted in the Balkans, where      such arms were used in the 1990s, has highlighted no cause for concern. "However, uncertainties persist      regarding cases of inhalation or water contamination", he added. Meanwhile, in a declaration also made in      Amman, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer has underlined that previous studies on the use of depleted      uranium arms have not settled the question. He suggested a study might also demonstrate whether risks      persist from the 1991 Gulf War.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

China Daily 

April 22, 2003 

CFC TARGET SET BY CHINA FOR 2010 

 China will continue to help protect the ozone layer by developing and producing substitutes for

      ozone-depleting substances used in manufacturing, an environmental official said yesterday. Liu Yi,

      director-general of the State Environmental Protection Administration's Foreign Economic Co-operation

      Office, said China will stop the production of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) by the end of 2010 by dismantling  production lines in 37 CFC-producing enterprises across the country. 

      China will comprehensively implement the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer,

      which aims to phase out the use of ozone-depleting substances such as CFCs and halon, he told an

      international conference in Beijing on the phasing-out of CFCs in China. The production of ozone-depleting  substances was banned in developed countries in 1996. Since then, China has eliminated the largest amount  of ozone-depleting substances among developing countries. 

      Another administration official in charge of pollution control said China - the largest producer and consumer  of CFCs - has joined the Montreal Protocol Multilateral Fund and carried out a national plan for the

      phasing-out of ozone-depleting substances. More than 40 policies and regulations have been implemented in China to control the production, consumption, import and export of such substances, said the official on      condition of not being identified. The official said overall elimination plans have been carried out in      connection with CFCs, tobacco, air-conditioners and detergent production in China. The Montreal Protocol      Multilateral Fund, United Nations (UN) Environment Programme, UN Industrial Development Organization and World Bank have provided about US $ 700 million to help China phase out and find substitutes for  ozone-depleting substances. Such substances have been widely used for refrigerators, aerosol propellants and expansion agents in tobacco production since the 1930s. Halon, another ozone-depleting substance, is  used mainly as a fire-extinguishing agent. These substances can stay in the atmosphere for decades. The   depletion of the ozone layer will negatively affect people's health and harm agricultural production. The  production and consumption of ozone-depleting substances in the past several decades have caused  substantial damage to the ozone layer. Two holes in the ozone layer have been discovered over the      Antarctic and the Arctic. The international community agreed on the Vienna Convention in 1985 and the      Montreal Protocol in 1987 to try to control the problem. The UN decided in 1995 to mark September 16 as      International Ozone Day. (Copyright 2001 by China Daily)

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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African Geothermal Power Shows Development Potential 
NAIROBI, Kenya, April 17, 2003 (ENS) - The steam produced by hot rocks buried within the Earth will soon be used to generate electricity in eastern Africa. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) unveiled a new plan drawn up by energy experts, scientists and private sector representatives that will utilize geothermal power to dramatically increase the levels of electricity generated from hot rocks. The plan was released during the Eastern Africa Geothermal Energy meeting held last week in Nairobi. 

Unlike hydroelectricity or oil fired generators, geothermal energy is not vulnerable to droughts or prone to unpredictable price fluctuations, experts at the meeting stressed. 

"Geothermal power has proven reliable. Kenya has used geothermal energy for power generation for 22 years at greater than 97 percent availability," states a final declaration produced by delegates at the meeting. Kenya, the pioneer of geothermal energy in the region, generates 45 megawatts of electricity from hot rocks, according to UNEP. 

But to date the geothermal energy potential in the Eastern African Rift Valley region has remained largely untapped. In total, Africa has a potential of up to 7,000MW of untapped geothermal energy resources, UNEP said. 

Delegates from countries including the Comoros Islands, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia, pledged to share expertise, bundle national geothermal initiatives to reduce development costs, promote public/private partnerships to accelerate geothermal development in the region, and lobby donor governments and agencies for increased geothermal financing. 

The delegates also set the "challenging yet achievable target" to develop 1,000 megawatts of geothermal power across eastern Africa by 2020. The electricity needs of several million people would be filled by that amount of electricity. 

The meeting, organized by UNEP, the Global Environment Facility and the Kenya Electricity Generating Company, aimed to overcome some of the technological and financial hurdles that have held back geothermal development in the region. 

* * *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Hoovers Online

Lake Victoria Future Doubtful Due to Hyacinth 

April 17, 2003 8:17pm 

The future of Lake Victoria is threatened due to the spread of the hyacinth weed.

The lake had suffered a major decline in its biodiversity and was losing its ability to supply oxygen to the deeper layers of its water environment, warned a Unep official, Dr Margaret Oduk.

The official, in charge of plant and animal life at the UN agency, urged the three East African countries to fight the weed's spread, saying it had disrupted economic activity on the lake and could worsen poverty in the Lake Basin.

"Large portions of the lake's bottom remain without oxygen and are therefore not useful to oxygen-dependent life," she said.

The introduction of the Nile Perch had also interfered with the lake's health situation, said the official. She was speaking during Lake Victoria celebrations organised by Uhai Lake Forum, at Muhuru Bay in Migori.

Dr Oduk said the fight against the weed should start with the control of municipal industrial and agricultural wastes that nourished it.

"The proliferation of the water hyacinth is directly attributed to enrichment of the water environment by the effluent from the expanding population around the lake," said the scientist.

Five years after the government spent Sh100 million in mechanical control of the weed, its thick carpets continue to block key fish landing beaches on the lake.

Kenya Agricultural Research Institute says the more than 200,000 weevils it had releasedon the lake to feed on the weed had succeeded in reducing its spread, but residents insist little had been achieved.

Dr Oduk said the continued infestation of the weed could lead to food insecurity since it blocked access to fishing grounds.

Meanwhile MPs Ochola Ogur (Nyatike) and Orwa Ojode (Ndhiwa) have appealed to the Tanzania government to return fishing gear confiscated from 85 Kenyan fishermen arrested and jailed in the country two months ago, for straying into Tanzanian waters.

They said although some of the fishermen had been freed their boats, outboard engines, nets and hooks were still being detained. Among those detained in Tanzania is a Standard 8 pupil.

"The fishermen freed from Tanzania jails are starving because they can't go fishing as their gears are still in Tanzania. This is wrong and could poison the good neighbourliness", said Mr Ogur.

Mr Ojode asked the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation to do all it could to have the fishermen still languishing in Tanzanian jails freed.

Among those detained in Tanzania was a standard 8 pupil at Senye Primary school in Muhuru division Walter Otieno Mwalo who was captured alongside his elder brother Mourice Obote Mwalo.

Obote was released two weeks a go after a friend paid his Sh 10,000 fine. His brother who was jailed for three years is unable to raise the fine as he is an orphan.
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Officials Argue for Fast U.S. Exit From Iraq 

By Jonathan Weisman and Mike Allen

Washington Post Staff Writers

Monday, April 21, 2003; Page A01 

Confronting cost estimates of at least $20 billion a year and fears that Iraq could become permanently dependent on a U.S. military presence, senior officials in the White House and Pentagon are questioning the Bush administration's most ambitious, long-term plans for Iraq's reconstruction.

These officials are leaning toward a quick exit from a country that U.S.-led forces conquered in less than a month. The administration remains committed to repairing and rebuilding war-damaged infrastructure, in many cases to standards considerably higher than before the war started, a senior defense official said. Indeed, San Francisco-based Bechtel Group was just awarded an initial $34.6 million contract to rebuild airports, water and electricity systems, roads and railroads. 

But the far larger task of ensuring that Iraq emerges as a representative democracy friendly to U.S. interests and operating with a free-market economy would be left to an Iraqi interim authority, which could control key aspects of Iraqi governance within months. 

"I don't think it has to be expensive, and I don't think it has to be lengthy," a senior administration official said of the postwar plan. "Americans do everything fairly quickly."

Concerns about the costs and duration of rebuilding Iraq are being raised by senior civilian planners at the Pentagon, as well as senior aides to President Bush. The president's budget director, Mitchell E. Daniels Jr., maintained in a recent report that Iraq "will not require sustained aid."

Even officials at the Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Aid, the umbrella group headed by retired Gen. Jay Garner that will lead the postwar effort, said they expect to measure their time in Iraq in "months, not years," though Garner suggested in an interview Saturday that the United States would persevere until democracy is established.

Such sentiments mark a departure from the lofty goals laid out within the administration and before the American public before the war began -- goals that a chorus of think tanks and former diplomats is imploring the administration to carry out. Still, the debate over what happens next is far from settled, with some powerful administration officials, especially in the Treasury and State departments, arguing for a longer-term commitment.

State Department blueprints sent to Congress before the war began laid out a vision for Iraq's reconstruction that would move the country aggressively toward "self-managed economic prosperity, with a market-based economy and privately owned enterprises that operate in an environment governed by the rule of law."

The electricity system would be rebuilt nearly to pre-1991 levels, before the long decline brought on by the Persian Gulf War, sanctions, neglect and government corruption. Within 180 days, clean drinking water would be available to 90 percent of the population, and trash collection would be available to 60 percent. Within 360 days, basic health care would be available to every Iraqi, and 6,000 schools would be rehabilitated and furnished with a new curriculum. 

In six months, Iraqi ports would have six berths capable of unloading 25,000 tons of goods and equipment in 72 hours. By this time next year, new cellular phone hubs would be operational, and 80 percent of the agricultural sector would have reverted from state to private control. 

Those documents followed Bush's own expansive vision, laid out Feb. 26 in a speech at the American Enterprise Institute, when he promised "a sustained commitment." 

"America has made and kept this kind of commitment before in the peace that followed a world war," Bush said. "After defeating enemies, we did not leave behind occupying armies. We left constitutions and parliaments. We established an atmosphere of safety, in which responsible, reform-minded local leaders could build lasting institutions of freedom."

But the occupation of Germany lasted four years, and the occupation of Japan lasted seven. And the United States still maintains more than 110,000 troops in those two countries. Defense Department officials and some key White House officials now worry that the State Department's 360-day reconstruction goals would take far longer than a year and could sink the military into an open-ended deployment that would stretch on for years, if not decades. 

So the debate continues over how many of those goals the United States can afford. Setting the bar low, a senior administration official said last week, "The president's goal is to leave Iraq on the road to prosperity and security and democracy -- or at least give them a fighting chance of it."

To succeed in transforming Iraq, government and private-sector cost estimates put the minimum drain on the Treasury at $20 billion a year for years to come, nearly $17 billion of that to support a peacekeeping force of 75,000 U.S. troops. Based on recent peacekeeping efforts in the Balkans, Yale University economist William D. Nordhaus has estimated the total postwar cost at $75 billion to $500 billion, and the duration of any successful occupation at a minimum of five years. 

But defense and White House officials are shying away from historical models for the current task. In Japan, Germany, Bosnia and Kosovo, U.S. troops stayed so long that the money they spent and the security umbrella they provided became crutches for the local economies and governments, and the dependence was hard to break. 

"The balance is getting out without walking away from our responsibility, but resisting what has happened in the past, when foreign forces come in and everyone wants them to stay forever," the defense official said.

One White House official said the preeminent reason to get U.S. military and civilian authorities out of Iraq quickly is to silence the increasingly vocal charge in the Arab world that the United States is a new colonial power.

"It's not because we're doing it on the cheap," the official said, "but because we don't want to have an overbearing presence there that can damage the longer-term view of the United States in the Arab street."

Such hedging is likely to exacerbate differences between the minimalist camp and some State Department officials, who still believe the United States should set its sights on spending whatever time it takes to create a true, pluralistic democracy with a thriving, entrepreneurial economy.

Andrew S. Natsios, administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development, a part of the State Department, stressed that the real challenge in Iraq will be overcoming an Iraqi mind-set formed over decades of repression. And that could take years. "The biggest thing -- and it's going to take time to do it -- is to undo the palpable state of fear and terror," he said.

Treasury Department officials are also thinking big, hoping to encourage the adoption of a codified system of property rights and a rule of law for business operations, a transparent system of budgeting and taxation, the promotion of an entrepreneurial economy and, ultimately, the privatization of centrally planned state enterprises.

John B. Taylor, the undersecretary of the Treasury for international affairs, said the department hopes to create "a well-functioning market economy that is growing, creating jobs and is promising a future" for the Iraqi people. He said the course Treasury would like to set "most importantly undoes the changes of the last 25 years," recreating the conditions that existed before Saddam Hussein's central planning and three costly wars. 

Taylor said that ambition does not conflict with the Pentagon's rapid timetable, because defense officials envision a phased withdrawal from Iraq. The functions that Treasury is leading may be among the last governance efforts transferred to the interim authority, he said.

Congress has approved $2.5 billion for reconstruction and relief, and that will last a year, White House budget officials say. USAID has awarded major contracts to rebuild Iraq's airports, water and electricity systems, roads, railroads and ports; to develop measurements of educational achievement, train teachers and revamp the educational system; and to promote participation in local governance.

But those contracts total just $49.3 million -- with an additional $645 million possibly available for infrastructure reconstruction over 18 months. That is a pittance compared with the $2.5 billion to $3 billion that experts say will be needed annually for several years.

"We know that the supplemental funds for Iraq are not going to carry the reconstruction effort very far into fiscal year 2004," which begins in October, Natsios told a House subcommittee April 9.

And that amount is dwarfed by the military spending that would be needed to maintain the peace, experts say. A study by the Council on Foreign Relations concluded that the United States would need to keep 75,000 troops in Iraq to maintain enough stability for reconstruction and the delivery of humanitarian assistance. That figure is the minimum proposed by the Congressional Budget Office, based on peacekeeping experiences in Bosnia and Kosovo.

"This is going to be a very tricky course that we are on," said James R. Schlesinger, a former defense secretary and co-author of the study. " . . . Many people who have the right vision about what should be accomplished do not, as of now, recognize how much of a commitment in time as well as money this is going to require."

Iraq experts warned that the administration could not count on Iraqi oil to foot the bill. James Dobbins, a former assistant secretary of state who directs the International Security and Defense Policy Center at Rand Corp., said Iraq's current production capacity of 2 million barrels of oil a day is enough to cover humanitarian relief under the United Nations' oil-for-food program and to pay war reparations to Kuwait and Iran that are not likely to be forgiven. Concerted foreign investment could raise production to 3.5 million barrels a day, Iraq's historic high, but that would take as long as five years, he said.

Pentagon and White House officials disagree with such warnings. One senior defense official questioned whether 75,000 troops would be needed even in the near future, saying the U.S. military force that deposed Hussein's government was not much larger. Some government functions could be turned over to an interim Iraqi government in a matter of months, the official said. Even the need for a new Iraqi military force could be obviated by moving U.S.-allied Kurdish fighters south toward Baghdad, the official suggested. 

White House aides stress that Iraq is not a destitute country, like Afghanistan. Besides its oil reserves, the second-largest in the world, it has an extensive transportation, water, electricity and telecommunications infrastructure, an educated population and a recent history of entrepreneurship and relative affluence.

Pentagon officials take a very different tack, emphasizing that Iraqis have grown accustomed to intermittent electric power, unreliable and decrepit water and sewerage systems, and a terribly inefficient state-run economy.

From those disparate assessments, however, flow the same conclusion: Not much needs to be done to improve the average Iraqi's lot.

And that supports the goal of a quick exit. White House officials say their emphasis on speed is not because they fear the cost of a more extensive effort. The imperative, they say, is to avoid any perception in the broader Arab world that the war was about occupation.

"There's a sensitivity to the fact [that] you don't want a sustained American presence," one official said. "You don't want to Americanize Iraq, because that would interfere with foreign policy in the years ahead."

Rachel Bronson, director of Middle East studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, warned that short-term gains from a quick exit would be overrun by long-term costs if an unstable Iraq reemerges as a hostile regional power.

Dobbins noted that where the United States has committed troops and assistance over long periods -- Germany, Japan and Korea -- the efforts have been spectacularly successful. Where administrations have rushed out after military engagements, such as in Haiti and Somalia, the results have been dismal. Afghanistan, where the administration has resisted pressure to expand peacekeeping beyond the capital, is shaping up to be a failure as well, many experts say.

"We've done these things quickly, and we've done them well," Dobbins said, "but we've never done them quickly and well." 

Staff writers David Hilzenrath in Washington and Monte Reel in Kuwait contributed to this report.

________________________________________________________________________________________

National Geographic News

Iraq: The State of the Postwar Environment

Hillary Mayell 

April 18, 2003

As the focus in Iraq begins to shift from fighting to rebuilding, international groups are calling for environmental fixes to be part of the overall plan. "When a country needs a great deal of reconstruction, it's very important to include environmental issues in the strategic planning," said Michael Williams, an information officer with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) based in Amman.

The post-war environmental issues in a country like Iraq have very little to do with conservation and the protection of threatened plant and animal species, and everything to do with rebuilding infrastructure and environmental cleanup.

"The things you fix first are those that address basic health needs, and that means getting the water and electrical systems working," said Henry Lee, director of the Kennedy School's Environment and Natural Resources Program at Harvard University. "Bombing tends to allow water and sewage systems to get mixed together, and people are going to get very sick. You also need the electrical system to operate irrigation systems so you can feed people, which is especially important in Iraq where you have had the government feeding people."

  Beyond the immediate needs of food and water, Iraq faces a multitude of long term issues, arising from both direct damage from the war and years of neglect. Establishing environmental management systems to deal with hazardous waste, water and sewage treatment, ground contamination, and air pollution has none of the glamour of saving exotic animals from extinction.  But the nitty-gritty work of writing regulations, establishing monitoring regimens, training personnel, and developing enforcement procedures are the likely focus of environmental efforts in the coming years.

Legacy of Aerial and Naval Bombardment

Large scale aerial and naval bombardment targeting urban infrastructure, weapons facilities, and petrochemical, industrial, and chemical storage plants escalate the long-term environmental consequences of war significantly.

"Hazardous waste disposal is difficult any time," said Williams. "When factories that produce toxic waste—fertilizers, wood pulp, paper, pharmaceuticals; there are any number of examples—are destroyed by bombing or shelling, the problems are even greater."

According to the World Conservation Monitoring Centre, some 26 toxic chemicals are reported to be manufactured or stored in the region, including substances such as benzene, phenol, and sulfuric acid. The toxic chemicals, and, in the case of weapons facilities, radioactive material, released into the environment can seep into the ground contaminating ground water. When the facilities are bombed, the resulting fires can cause the chemicals to be vaporized. The resulting air pollution from smoke, dust, and debris will eventually return to the ground in the form of acid rain, increased soot fallout, and chemical contamination.

Depending on the scale of contamination, the effects on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, and the Mesopotamian marshes, farmlands, and aquatic ecosystems in southern Iraq could be severe, affecting weather systems, solar radiation, and food chains.

Even in the desert waste is a problem. The amount of human waste, garbage, and toxic materials generated by thousands of coalition troops as they crossed the desert, setting up fuel and supply depots, is enormous. The only way to get rid of it is by burying it in pits, creating a real need for continued long term monitoring to assess the possibility of ground water contamination.

"Continuous monitoring of both ground and surface water for signs of contamination will need to be an essential aspect of any reconstruction plan," said Williams.

Iraqi public health workers are particularly concerned about the use of armaments that incorporate depleted uranium. When a shell hits a tank—both of which could contain DU—a fiery hole is burned through the armor and DU, which is slightly radioactive, is oxidized and released into the environment.

The U.S. military has studied the health effects of DU extensively, and maintains that there are no serious long term health consequences. Iraqi health care workers disagree.

"Iraqi doctors believe childhood cancer rates and birth defects have increased dramatically since 1991, and attribute it to depleted uranium," said Michael McCally, a professor of public health and preventive medicine at Oregon Health and Science University. "I'm not convinced they can draw that conclusion. But when we were there in January, every public health worker we spoke with brought it up and believes it."

Land Mines and Refugees

The region in the north separating Kurdish Iraq from Baghdad-controlled Iraq, and the borders with Iran and Kuwait are all heavily seeded with land mines and unexploded ordnance as a consequence of the Gulf War, the 1980-1988 Iraq-Iran War, and two decades of internal conflict. The Mine Advisory Group (MAG), the co-recipient of the Nobel Peace prize in 1997, estimates that there are between 8 to 12 million landmines and an unspecified number of unexploded mortars, shells, grenades and other deadly war debris in the country. The organization has removed more than 91,000 mines and almost 346,000 unexploded ordnance in northern Iraq since it began working there in 1992.

Although not much is known about land mines in south and central Iraq, a survey conducted in 2001 by the International Committee of the Red Cross identified cluster bombs and other unexploded ordnance as significant threats to the populations of those regions.

These numbers will increase as the result of the current conflict.

"The country is littered with land mines and unexploded ordnance of all sizes and types, and will, predictably, kill and injure children and wildlife for years to come," said McCally. Farmers and domestic livestock are also frequent victims.

In addition to the threat to local communities, a confidential UN document issued in December 2002 warned that the minefields would constitute "a formidable hazard to refugees and IDPs (Internally Displaced Persons)."

Land mines and refugee and IDP populations may be seen by some as humanitarian issues, but both can heavily impact the environment.

Jennifer Leaning, a professor of international health at Harvard University, in an analysis of war's impact on the environment, points out that land mines accelerate environmental damage indirectly by forcing people to move from fertile areas to marginal lands that are environmentally fragile, and an inevitable loss of biodiversity. The land mines impact the environment directly when the explosions disrupt essential soil and water processes.

Studies in Mozambique, Sudan, and the Afghanistan-Pakistan border areas show that refugee camps are associated with deforestation, encroachment on vulnerable ecosystems and protected areas, water pollution, sanitation degradation, air pollution, and loss of endangered species.

Cleaning Up after War

Obstacles to the clean up are enormous. Funding for environment activities has been included in the United Nation's (US)$2.2 billion Flash Appeal for emergency assistance funds it estimates will be needed for the next six months. But international aid agencies are already pressed for funds. A dozen countries are clamoring for reparations for past damages to the tune of (US)$79 billion. Thus far the United Nations has awarded $1.9 billion.

The dearth of educated and well-trained personnel will present problems. As will the lack of perception of the environment as a priority.

"In all the years I've been consulting in the Middle East, I can't recall the environment ever being on the agenda," said Lee. "It's not held to be as much of a priority. If you mention it, they say 'Oh yes, the environment, we care,' but that's about as far as it goes. The only issue they do talk about is climate change, which they consider a western conspiracy to deprive them of income."

                                                              ***********
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First Visitors Explore Restored Los Angeles Wetland 

PLAYA VISTA, California, April 21, 2003 (ENS) - The first phase of a newly restored wetland in west Los Angeles opened to the public on Saturday,  offering visitors a look at egrets and herons, as well as the first example of  natural storm water planning in Los Angeles County. 

Restored by Playa Vista community developers Playa Capital Company, LLC, and the volunteers from Friends of Ballona Wetlands, the new Ballona Freshwater Marsh is the result of a court settlement that ended years of legal wrangling and environmental protests. 

Today's cities of Venice, Marina del Rey and parts of West Los Angeles now stand where the Ballona Wetlands once spread across some 2,000 acres. But the development of Marina del Rey, the installation of tide gates preventing  salt water from entering the marsh, and the channeling of Ballona Creek, the                      wetlands' primary water source, reduced the wetlands to about 190 acres. 

Friends of Ballona Wetlands (FBW) was formed in 1978 to protect and defend these   remnant wetlands,

inhabited by hundreds of species of birds and  other wildlife. At that time, the landowner, Summa Corporation, the Howard Hughes Organization,  planned a development that would have destroyed all but 72 acres of the  wetlands. FBW fought a battle involving the city, the county, state, and  federal regulatory agencies, which ended in the courts. In 1989, the Hughes  Organization sold its major interest in the land to Maguire Thomas Partners, who began negotiations with the Friends, resulting in the preservation of the 190 acres plus the restoration of 150 additional acres of habitat. 

In 1997, the Playa Capital Company LLC, a conglomerate made up of investment firms Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley and others, took over the Playa Vista development project. This company is required to uphold all terms  of the lawsuit settlement, including the complete restoration of the Ballona                      Wetlands. 

Ruth Lansford, president of Friends of Ballona Wetlands, is pleased with the wetland restoration. "The freshwater marsh was part of our settlement with Playa Vista years ago," she said. "It is every bit as beautiful as we imagined it  would be. They did a terrific job." 

The newly restored marsh is located west of Lincoln Boulevard and south of Jefferson Boulevard. It includes open water bordered by native grasses,  shrubs and trees typical of a freshwater marsh and riparian ecosystem. The marsh provides wildlife habitat, and also serves as a natural storm water

management system to remove contaminants before the water enters Santa Monica Bay. 

"Not only is the marsh beautiful to look at, but it's serving a really important function by cleaning storm water before it enters Santa Monica Bay," said Playa Vista president Steve Soboroff. "Today is proof that Playa Vista delivered on its promise to restore wetlands in an area that was degraded." 

"This is a terrific new asset for our community," said City Council member Cindy Miscikowski. "It is a great place to walk and observe nature, and also to  learn about the wetlands. The interpretive panels blend into the landscape  and offer detailed descriptions of the history of the land." 

When complete, the  planned wetland restoration will increase wetland habitat to 249.6 acres plus an additional  99.5 acres of native terrestrial habitat - dunes, scrub, transitional freshwater marsh, transitional saltmarsh, native grassland and a plant nursery - for a total of 340 acres. The restored marsh will  be home to more than 3,000 trees and nearly 10,000 shrubs and other native                      plants when it is fully completed. 

But some conservationists still object to the Playa Vista development. The Malibu based Wetlands Action Network says that Playa Vista would add tons  of new air pollution daily, and would pour pollution into Ballona Creek, further  contaminating Santa Monica Bay. 

Originally planned as 13,000 residences for 29,000 people, Playa Vista scaled back its size and increased the amount of open space last November in response to such objections. 

The new plan will result in less than half the number of residential units, a third less office space and nearly 70 percent less retail area as compared to the  original master plan. The amount of parks and open space was increased from  50 percent to 70 percent of the 1,087 acres that encompass the Playa Vista  development. Now plans include 5,846 residential units, less than half the 13,000 residential units in the original master plan. 

Electric vehicles will be the dominant mode of transportation at Playa Vista, reducing the runoff of pollution from the development. 

Playa Vista says the restored wetlands will act to filter what contaminants do run off from their development. Wetlands prevent flooding by acting as sponges, capturing large quantities of water and releasing it slowly to the ocean. Wetlands also help cleanse water by trapping and breaking down                      contaminants. 

"Most of the area where this beautiful marsh exists today was nothing more than degraded uplands where Summa Corporation had planned housing and  golf courses," said City Councilmember Ruth Galanter. "Now we have  beautiful habitat as well as an effective way to cleanse stormwater. I am proud                      to have been involved with this project from the first day, and it is wonderful to see the final result." 

From now on the walkways on the perimeter of the marsh will be open to the  public. Docent led tours of the interior of the marsh will be provided periodically. For more information, visit the Friends of Ballona Wetlands at: http://www.ballonafriends.org/index.htm                                                                             
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Water Rich Belarus Pumps Polluted Water to Citizens 

 By Ekaterina Miliaeva 
MINSK, Belarus, April 18, 2003 (ENS) - Soon after the mains pipe bringing water to Zaozerje froze and burst, a large puddle appeared in the village. The water in the puddle was dirty and smelled unpleasant. A local sanitation  expert proclaimed it unfit to drink. 

But for the people of Zaozerje, the puddle left behind by the ruptured pipe in their village was now the only source of water. 

 “Yes, the water is cloudy and has a swampy smell,” says a villager. “But we don’t have any choice. We have to prepare food, and give our cattle water.” 

Belarus has some of the largest fresh water supplies in Europe. 

In theory, the country’s vast lakes and underground reserves mean there are  3,600 cubic metres of water for each Belarusian – more than in many western European countries. 

One of the numerous lakes in Belarus (Photo courtesy Belarus Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Yet while the government talks of bottling these reserves and exporting mineral water to Europe,  thousands of Belarusians in villages like Zaozerje drink water that is dirty, foul smelling, and quite possibly polluted by                  industrial waste. 

At the root of the problem is the crumbling infrastructure of rusty pipes that serves Belarus’ water needs. The pipes develop leaks – and eventually burst – usually because they are not repaired after freezing up in wintertime. 

Even in towns and larger villages that have purification facilities, the water comes mixed with dangerous bacteria, microbes and chemicals from the soil,  let in by leaks in the pipes. 

Olga Gordeichik, a housewife in Minsk, received a nasty shock when she bought a water filter for her home. Within months of installing the filter, it became clogged with “a black, sticky substance.” 

Other city dwellers, like Tatiana Reviako, a housewife from Grodno in western Belarus, have resorted to drinking bottled water despite the strain this puts on  the household budget. 

Reviako complains that she still has to use tap water for cooking. 

A recent survey by the BelaPAN news agency revealed that 35 percent of Belarusians rated the quality of water they received as "bad." Only 17 percent said they were satisfied with the water’s purity. 

Their government, however, is keener than ever to tap the country’s fresh water reserves to sell in foreign markets. 

Alexander Rachevsky, who heads the international department in the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, told reporters, “Belarus could provide high quality drinking water for a significant part of Europe. In the future, the country could become a major exporter of valuable mineral water.” 

And Rachevsky’s colleague at the ministry, Vladimir Panasenko, insists the state is not ignoring domestic water needs. 

Panasenko, who heads the water resources department in the Ministry, told reporters that money is being invested in the construction of purification systems. He said, “I personally drink water from the tap, as it meets all sanitary standards. There are only two types of pollution, and they are caused by high levels of iron and nitrates.” 

The state recently launched a program to monitor water purity. 

 However, environmental analysts are not convinced. Valery Dranchuk, head of the pressure group                                     Terra-Konventisya, said, “It’s one thing to pass a law, but another thing to observe it.” 

Dranchuk believes the purification systems are chronically underfunded and do not clean the water of heavy metals, phenols and nitrates – many of which have entered the soil through agricultural fertilisers and industrial waste dumps. 

He also blames corroded old pipes for contributing to the high pollutant content in the water. 

Iron, copper and lead get into the water from the pipes. These pipes must be replaced with new ones, which would be made of non-corrosive materials, but the state has no money for that,” said Dranchuk. 

In terms of industrial waste, the biggest culprits polluting the water table are believed to be two fertilizer factories in the towns of Soligorsk and Gomel. 

Analysts claim that the waste from this industry – piled high next to the factories – has polluted an area of at least 20 square kilometers. 

However, the real damage may be greater. When washed away by rain, chemical waste can contaminate underground water reserves for years. 

The danger to health is greatest in the villages, where life is difficult and expectations are lower. 

Pensioner Maria Lapina, from the village of Belichi near Minsk, said, “Some people came from the capital, checked our wells and said our water is bad. But I have been drinking this water all my life, and I’ve lived to be 70 with no problems. Let the young ones think about water, but we’ll finish our lives as we are.” 

  Another villager, Ivan Sakovich, said. “So what if the water is dirty? It’s good enough that we have it. Who will help us? The president? He is in Minsk and he has other things on his mind.” 

________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP/UN in the News

UNDP allots $22m for bio-diversity project in Algeria 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - The UNDP has announced plans to invest initially $3.5 million toward a project aimed at protecting bio- diversity in two major Algerian parks. The UNDP resident co-ordinator in Ghardaia, Paolo Lembo, on Sunday named the target parks as Ahaggar (Tamanrasset), and Tassili (Illizi), located about 2,000km South of Algiers. The first instalment of the $22-million allotment will go toward the reinforcement of capacities in both parks for the management and protection of biological, especially fauna and flora bio- diversity, he explained. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050073&dte=21/04/2003
Industrial Pollution on the Rise

The Daily Monitor (Addis Ababa): Pollution from the Industrial sector in Ethiopia has been on the rise with serious pollution of some watercourses within the country. A joint study conducted by the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) and United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) said that the problem is increasing due to lack of knowledge on wastage treatment by many of the industries. "With the continued development of industrialization in Ethiopia an increased range of chemicals has come into use and it is important that appropriate standards for such materials be set, both as a guide for the industrialist and for protection of various environmental compartments," the study said. The upper catchments of the Awash River and Rift Valley Lakes Basin areas are the places where grave industrial pollution problems is witnessed, according to the study. It said that this area presents a real problem in the Ethiopian context, as the majority of industries are concentrated in this region which has the highest population density in the country. "In this area most industries are releasing their waste into the environment without any treatment. The accelerated pace of industrial development in Ethiopia has increased the risk of hazardous waste generation and release into the environment," UNIDO said. Surface and ground water contamination, air pollution, solid waste heaps, general environmental degradation are some of the major environmental problems expected to happen as a result of industrial pollution in Ethiopia.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304180239.html
General Environment News

23 chimps return to DR Congo National Park 

Goma, DR Congo (PANA) - Conservationists have returned 23 chimpanzees to DR Congo's Kahuzi Biega national park after animals. The operation to get back wild animals was launched for a week, said Isaac Chifurura, co-ordinator of the Congolese Institute for the Preservation of Nature (ICCN) in Eastern DR Congo. He said 20 chimpanzees were retrieved from Bukavu city and three in Goma. "This move is designed to spare the people from contagious diseases such as Ebola," Chifurura told PANA Saturday at the Kahuzi Biega national park, about 30-km away from Bukavu, where chimpanzees are protected. Apes are suspected to be carriers of the Ebola virus, which has taken a toll in the region of Bandundu (Western DR Congo) and continues to ravage Congo-Brazzaville.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050015&dte=20/04/2003
Hunting of monkey, turtles outlawed in Equatorial Guinea 

Malabo, Equatorial Guinea (PANA) - Equatorial Guinea's Environment Ministry has declared illegal the hunting of monkeys and turtles on the country's Bioko Island, a move designed to protect the species threatened by hunters and smugglers, sources close to the ministry said. The highly prized animals are hunted for local consumption and smuggling from Equatorial Guinea to Europe. A 1988 law to regulate the hunting of fauna and protect endangered species in the country failed to produce the desired result. But last week, stakeholders organized an awareness programme in Bioko on the management of protected areas and preservation of flora and fauna in that part of the country.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049953&dte=19/04/2003
Experts meet on West Africa's "protected areas" 

Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - Some 100 researchers and conservationists from Africa and other parts of the world are participating in an ongoing international meeting on the management of protected areas in West Africa, at the northern Benin town of Parakou, the national news agency, ABP, reported Saturday. The report said the forum is for the exchange of ideas and knowledge on strategies for the management of natural resources in the protected areas for the benefit of communities and national economies. According to the organizers, the Parakou meeting will define strategies to boost research capacities in the preservation and management of the protected areas and the use of research findings for the training of specialists.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049949&dte=19/04/2003
Nigeria seeks to expand wetland sites 

Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) - Nigeria has begun the process of increasing its wetland sites from only one in Hadeija-Nguru in northern Jigawa state to other potential areas in the southern Niger Delta region. "Our mission is to conduct a survey on selected sites in the Niger Delta and evaluate the biodiversity with the aim of determining which sites may be fit to be declared or designated as RAMSAR sites," said Augustine Ezealor of the Department of Biological Sciences of Ahmadu Bello University. Ezealor is leading other researchers to the Niger Delta under a project funded by the US-based John and Catherine McArthur Foundation. The research in the Niger Delta is part of efforts aimed at preparing the grounds for the designation of more sites in the country. Emmanuel Obot, an official of the Nigerian Conservation Foundation, which is co-ordinating the research, stated that the Niger Delta region "is composed of a complex ecology and is under severe pressure." He listed the ecological zones as the barrier islands, freshwater swamp and upland rainforest, saying the region needed a comprehensive conservation action plan because of its importance to the Nigerian economy. Crude oil exploration in high level of degradation of the environment and impoverished the communities.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049795&dte=18/04/2003
Int'l mission to rescue Iraqi zoos 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - An international team of veterinary and conservation experts departed South Africa Wednesday on an emergency mission to assess the condition of animals in Baghdad's zoos. The Royal Zulu National Park's board is leading the hastily arranged mission, which comes after discussions with the US military on the declining state of animals in the Iraqi National Zoo. The team includes conservation experts, zoologists and veterinarians, and will attempt to assess the immediate food and medicinal needs of the animals. After the assessment, funds would be sought globally to save the animals from starvation, and counteract infections reported among some of the animals housed in the zoos. According to reports, more than 300 animals are missing from the zoo, many of them believed stolen.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng049619&dte=17/04/2003
\Bujagali Dam Gets Go-Ahead

New Vision (Kampala): THE $520m Bujagali hydro-electric power project may soon take off following new developments in Washington D.C. It is reported that the US Department of Justice (DOJ), which has for months been probing the developer, AES, over bribery allegations, has reportedly halted the investigations and given the American company a go-ahead. "By halting the investigations, in essence it means that they have not found any incriminating evidence against AES," said a source. "The American multi-national (AES), will now be free to access World Bank funding for the Bujagali project as it had planned," said the source. The World Bank Group was waiting for the outcome of the DOJ investigations before approval of the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency insurance for the Bujagali project. The DOJ investigation followed reports that a contractor in the AES consortium, Viedekke of Norway, had paid a bribe to a former Ugandan minister.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304210070.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

General environment news

Britain issues smog warning as temperatures sizzle

LONDON (Reuters)- The mini heatwave sweeping across Britain may bring a nasty downside, with scientists warning of early Summer smog for southern areas over the next couple of days.

With temperatures set to reach as high as 25 centigrade (77F) yesterday, beating much of the Mediterranean, scientists from Britain's Department of Environment (DEFRA) forecast increased ozone levels for London and the southeast.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20503/story.htm
More UK power plants look to burn olives, palm nuts

LONDON (Reuters) - Two more British power stations have applied to burn olives and palm nuts mixed with coal which will earn green certificates, helping cushion them against low electricity prices, the plants' owners said.

If they go ahead, this will bring the number of power stations involved in co-firing with biomass to around 10 - including some of the largest in the UK. 

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20506/story.htm
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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ENVIRONMENT:
Recycling Waste Tires - a Growing Business in Brazil 

Mario Osava 


RIO DE JANEIRO, IPS) - The business of recycling used tires, especially for the production of fuel utilised by industry, has been growing in Brazil, due to a regulation that requires tire manufacturers to ensure that they are disposed of in a manner that does not harm the environment. 

The cement, food, oil and rubber products industries in South America's largest country are now using old tires as a source of energy or raw materials, thus cutting costs, as they obtain the waste tires for free. 

Tires are no longer regarded simply as useless garbage discarded alongside rivers and roads, or at trash heaps, where they take centuries to biodegrade. 

''We pulled around 70,000 out of the Tiete river,'' which runs across the southern state of Sao Paulo and the state capital of the same name, Gerardo Tommasini, president of the National Association of the Tire Industry (ANIP), told IPS. 

In 1999, the National Council on the Environment (CONAMA) decided to set gradually increasing targets for the elimination and recycling of waste tires, starting in 2002. 

Outbreaks of dengue fever in recent years were another factor that prompted the government and society to begin to make efforts to avoid the dumping of waste tires, which make ideal recipients for the accumulation of water in which the aedes aegypti mosquito -- which transmits the deadly disease -- can breed. 

Last year ''we surpassed the goal'' of giving an ecologically- friendly use to 7.6 million tires or 80,000 tons, equivalent to one-quarter of the sales of new tires on the domestic market, said Tommasini. In fact, ''nearly 11 million tires, or 130,000 tons, were recycled,'' he underlined. 

The 16 companies represented by ANIP sold 30.4 million new tires in Brazil in 2002, and exported 15.6 million. 

The target for recycling increases to the equivalent of half of all new tire sales this year, and to the equivalent of all sales next year. 

Starting in 2005, the industry will be required to collect and recycle 20 percent more than what it sells nationwide. That will begin to reduce the number of tires dumped around the countryside, which experts estimate at more than 100 million today. 

''This is a complex and expensive task for an industry that already pays 40 percent in taxes'' on sales, but we will make every effort to meet the targets that have been set, said Tommasini. 

However, the goals could be revised if unforeseen difficulties arise, given that Brazil lacks prior experience in this area, he added. 

The process starts with the collection of used tires, mainly through a network of 4,000 tire sales locations around this country of 170 million, which turn them over to the so-called ''eco-points'' -- huge warehouses, some of which have been provided by municipal governments. 

The tires are then ground up in special centres, of which there are only three for now, which means they must often be transported long distances. The resulting crushed material has already begun to be used in place of coal by several cement and lime factories and the paper and cellulose industries. 

The Cooperative of Coffee-Growers of Maringá (COCAMAR), which produces several food products in that town in the southern state of Parana, also began to burn used tires in specially equipped furnaces last February. 

The total number of tires burnt in the cooperative's ovens rose this month to around 150,000, or 950 tons, and tires will eventually represent five percent of the fuel used by the cooperative, which mainly utilises sugar cane residue or bagasse. 

COCAMAR invested some 46,000 dollars to prepare its factory to make use of waste tires as a source of fuel, but it will save seven times that amount every year, estimated engineer Claudiomiro Sirotti, in charge of new products in the cooperative. 

The new fuel not only has ''zero cost,'' but also generates four times more heat than wood, he pointed out. 

The group Votorantim, the biggest industrial conglomerate in Brazil, already uses 10 percent less petroleum at its cement factory in Rio Branco, also in the state of Parana, and hopes to more than double the use of ground tires as fuel this year. 

''We only offer the (recycled tire) material to companies or projects that have been authorised by the environmental authorities'' and which do not cause pollution when they burn the new source of fuel, said Tommasini. 

There is a growing list of uses for recycled tires. The state oil company Petrobras mixes five percent ground tires with oil shale to produce fuel oil, kerosene and sulphur, and has already consumed five million tires at its plant in Sao Mateus, in southwestern Brazil. 

A paste made of ground tires is also being used in Brazil to produce car rugs, shoe soles, outdoor furniture, industrial floors and sealing rubbers. 

In addition, ground tires ''have recently begun to be used to produce more flexible and durable asphalt for highways,'' like in Europe, Tommasini added. 

The list of products manufactured around the world with recycled rubber ranges from pens, video cassettes, rulers, bulletin boards, pencil sharpeners, scissors, flashlights, purses, photo albums, wallets and bags to floor coverings, park benches, landscape timbers, barricades, parking blocks, speed bumps, trash cans, and irrigation hose. 

Brazil has awakened to a ''great business opportunity,'' André Vilhena, executive director of the Business Commitment to Recycling, which links companies interested in reutilising waste products and improving the environment, told IPS. 

The CONAMA measure would be difficult to enforce if it were not possible to do good business with waste tires, he added. 

The material produced by grinding tires can also be used to create barriers on hillsides to prevent landslides, which have caused many deaths in shantytowns in Brazil, and to build landfills. 

Thermoelectric plants may also begin using the material as fuel, instead of coal, oil or natural gas, said Vilhena. (END/2003)

AGRICULTURE-HONDURAS:
Organic Coffee Tasting Better All the Time 

Thelma Mejía 


TEGUCIGALPA, (Tierramérica) - Indigenous coffee-growers in central Honduras adopted organic farming methods in 1999 to fight the effects of plummeting international coffee prices Four years on, they have staked a claim on the competitive global market and describe their experience as a ”re-discovery of the earth”. 

More than 100,000 families making their living in the broader Honduran coffee industry exported 3.4 million quintals (45 kilos each) in 2002, and this year face a 30-percent decline in production, Ulises Sevilla, an expert from the state-run Honduran Coffee Institute (IHCAFE), told Tierramérica. 

But in the Marcala mountains, 64 Lenca Indians are keeping hopes alive for a better life by growing organic coffee, meaning they do not use any chemical fertiliser or pesticide inputs. 

They are just a small group within the larger Honduran population dedicated to the production of coffee, the country's second leading export, after bananas. 

On their small parcels of land, the Lencas have planted special coffees that have captured the attention of the international market with their high quality and exotic flavours, with aromas of mint, pepper, citrus and chocolate. 

”We decided to try another form of cultivation and we have been reunited once again with the earth and its riches,” coffee-grower Demetrio Benítez told Tierramérica. 

”We stopped using chemicals and have staked our bets on organic farming, which is none other than planting crops as God has mandated, in harmony with nature,” he explained. 

For fertilisers, the Lencas apply poultry manure and 'bocashy', a mix of coffee plant pulp, manure, molasses, leavening and other ingredients, with good results in improving soils and boosting yields. 

Throughout a 145-hectare plantation, they have incorporated other plants that provide much-needed shade for the coffee and which themselves mean parallel production throughout the growing season. 

Growing organic coffee in the shade improves the plant's vigour, as well as the quality and taste of the bean it produces, experts from the Costa Rica-based Tropical Agriculture Research and Higher Education Centre (CATIE for its Spanish initials), explained to Tierramérica. 

Furthermore, shade-grown organic coffee also protects the soil and provides habitat and food for wildlife, according to CATIE. 

Due to a continued surplus of coffee worldwide, international prices plunged in the past decade from 120 dollars to 50 dollars per quintal, its lowest level. 

But the catastrophes that Honduran coffee-growers have had to confront are not limited to rock-bottom prices. In 1998 Hurricane Mitch devastated much of the country, destroying plantations and worsening soil erosion and fragility, noted IHCAFE expert Sevilla. 

He added that the crisis led many farmers to abandon their lands. There are areas where ”the coffee beans have been dumped and the coffee-growers are desperate,” due to the low prices, which usually do not even cover production costs. 

In this context, organic coffee serves as ”a survival mechanism,” though it is still a very small part of the market and does not show signs of rapid expansion, Sevilla said. 

In his opinion, the environmentally-friendly coffee could potentially produce ”a boom, but the process is complicated.” 

Coffee grown using the usual commercial methods brings in 174 million dollars a year for Honduras. 

According to official figures, the country annually exports to the United States some 10,000 sacks (69-kilos each) of organic coffee, grown on 30 small cooperatives. 

Although limited, the experience is ”encouraging because we exported the first consignments of organic coffee at profit of 23 dollars” per 69-kilo sack, which sells on the international market at 55 dollars each, says Rodolfo Peñalba, of the non-governmental Foundation for Rural Entrepreneurial Development (FUNDER), which provides technical and financial support to the Lenca farmers. 

And because the quality of the bean has been maintained, the growers calculate that this year they will see a 26-dollar profit per sack of coffee, adds Peñalba. 

Central American farmers with conventional coffee plantations generally utilise dangerous chemical pesticides. Furthermore, most removed all the surrounding trees, so the soil is exposed to the sun and rain, reducing soil fertility and contributing to heavy erosion, according to CATIE. 

In addition to aggravating the already persistent poverty of rural areas in the region, the coffee crisis could have environmental consequences, as plantations are converted to livestock pastures, warns the research institution. 

* Originally published Apr. 12 in Spanish by the Latin American network of Tierramérica newspapers. Tierramérica is a specialised news service (www.tierramerica.net) produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain
Society to focus on protection of marine life

The Marine Life Protection Society will dedicate itself to reviving the Kingdom’s marine life and increasing awareness of the need to protect marine resources, in cooperation with the authorities concerned.

The aim is to ensure a pollution-free environment for fish and other natural habitats, the Chairman of the society, Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, told a meeting which elected the board members yesterday.

Shaikh Khalid said that the society was formed on March 3, under the supervision of the Public Commission for Protection of the Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

The society will provide a series of awareness activities for people in different age groups and encourage them to take a vital role in protecting the marine environment. The members will take part in regional and international activities to benefit from experiences of other countries in dealing with marine issues.

The society has called upon the Government to provide facilities and implement Bahrainisation in the fisheries sector by creating ample job opportunities for locals and highlighting wrong fishing practices.

http://www.bahraintribune.com/local.asp?Art_No=9684
A New Section in Bahrain 

In the past 25 years, the Gulf Region passed through the worst times by these different wars in the environmental disasters caused by humans.  The Manager of Marine Emergency Mutual Aid Center, Captain Janahi, reported that the Regional Organization for the Protection of Marine Environment (ROPME) established a satellite station to enable them to receive a quick and clear images on oil spills in the region. There next station will be in Bahrain and that will be after studying the results of Kuwait station. 

http://ns1.alayam.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Qatar
The Institution Convoy the Recent Development

The Qatari Institution Project  is greatly concerned about the Environment , its protection and its natural balance, and this is an advanced matter in contrast with the other institutions in the whole world. Article “33” – To establish the sustainable development for the all of the generations, the country will protect the environment and its natural balance”.

http://www.al-watan.com/data/20030420/index.asp?content=local6#2
Saudi Arabia
Dead Fishes

A responsible sources in the monitoring of Fish market and shops in Al-Ihsa’ Govern ate assured that the market is free from having any of these dead fishes that were found in the Eastern Areas where they still under the process of cleaning up its shores.

[image: image1.jpg]



http://www.alwatan.com.sa/daily/2003-04-20/local/local05.htm
http://www.kuna.net.kw/Main.htm
UAE
Waste Management: Preserving environment for posterity 

Urban waste is an increasingly important global problem due to population growth and the amount of waste generated. Civic administrations here have initiated some unique projects in tackling waste in an environment-friendly manner and with an eye on public health. 

Environmental protection and public health are among the top priorities of the UAE. 

Municipal administrations all over the Emirates are conscious of their responsibilities and are taking measures to fight the increasing solid waste problem. 

http://www.gulf-news.com/Search/searchResults.asp?txtSearch=environment&CatList=News
Insight: Tackling water shortages in Fujairah 

The Institute of Environment and Water adopted the latest methods of training and research to find alternative water sources. 

Institute of Environment and Water will provide information on sources and monitor underground levels.

The opening of the Institute of Environment and Water at the Fujairah Campus of the Ajman University of Science and Technology (AUST) has been a boon because the emirate suffers from months of drought.

The institute will provide water experts and local organisations with information on the main sources of water and reports on the level of underground water storage.

Dr Zainulabideen Rizq, institute director, told Gulf News looking into problems concerning water sources is one of the AUST's goals, responding to the directives of President His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan who is very interested in the environment and water sources.

"Establishing a special institute to study environmental problems and those related to water resources will boost cooperation with other regional institutions to prepare training programmes, conduct research and hold workshops and discussions.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Search/searchResults.asp?txtSearch=environment&CatList=News
Shell Environment Awards presented

 Out of 165 schools across the UAE who participated in the Shell Better Environment Awards (BEA), three institutions - Abu Dhabi Indian School, Indian High School, Dubai and Fujairah Primary School for Girls - took the honors with their brilliant projects.

The Abu Dhabi Indian School won the award for its project 'Nature Study of a Wadi'; while the Indian High School's award-winning project focused on the 'Eco-Zone in UAE'. The Fujairah Primary School made a project on 'Using glass containers in retaining samples for science lesson.'

The first prize for the Environmental Awareness Campaign category was also shared among three schools, which included Dubai National School, Diyafa, with its project on 'Recycling'; Our Own English High School from Dubai, which made a project called 'Junk food consumption'; and the Rashid Al Awal Foundation for Education for Boys in Umm Al Quwain, which made a project on 'Cleanliness Campaign for the Umm Al Quwain Creek'.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april396.xml
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Qatar
A Seminar on “ The Reality of Environment and the International Changes”

The Red Crescent in Qatar organized a seminar in coordination with the Gulf Center of Studies, and the Higher Council of Environment and Natural Reserves which was opened by the President of Qatar University. They discussed the reality of the environment from five perspectives: the protection of environment in war and peace time, the role of the International Committee of the Red Crescent and the Islamic Committee of the International Crescent in the Protection of the Environment, the view of the Islamic Law in the environment at war and peace, the environmental education and the protection of the environment, the role of the civil society in implementing the international law related to the environment.     

http://www.al-sharq.com/xml/topics/article.xml?cu_no=1&item_no=61726&version=1&template_id=92&parent_id=4
Saudi Arabia
Fish Kills in the Eastern Areas

The General Chief of the Presidency of Environment and Metrology, Prince Turkey Bin Nasser Bin Abdel Aziz assured that there is no connection between phenomenon of  fish kills in the Eastern Coasts and the oil spills, but it is a natural phenomenon that they will define it after the results of the laboratory analysis for samples taken from these fishes
[image: image2.jpg]



http://www.alwatan.com.sa/daily/2003-04-21/local/local10.htm
http://www.alriyadh.com.sa/Contents/21-04-2003/Mainpage/LOCAL1_7128.php
http://www.alyaum.com/issue/page1.php?fldPageID=1&PHPSESSID=ab5b4607f519f0f28faddedc80ae1624
Egypt
Getting Rid of 4 Million Tons of Wastes

Next December, 11 governorates in Egypt will complete getting rid of the cumulative of wastes. The Local  Development Minister declared that they undertake special procedures in coordination with the Ministry of Environment to avoid the  accumulation of  these waste and they activated the role of the private and civil industrial sector. 
http://www.ahram.org.eg/Index.asp?CurFN=EGYP4.HTM&DID=7732
The Arab Union for Combating Toxins 

The Arab League announced the establishment of the Aran Union for Combating Toxins and Environment under its umbrella. The Deputy of the Secretary General mentioned in his speech at the opening of “the First Arab Conference on the Health Risks of the Chemical, Biological and Nuclear Wars upon Human being and Environment in the Arab Region” that the Arab countries refused these kind of threats in the region. He emphasized the importance of vacating any kind of mass destruction weapons in the region especially Israel   . 

http://www.kuna.net.kw/Main.htm
Jordan
Grey water recycling proves overwhelming success 
Recycling domestic water for agricultural purposes is proving a popular conservation method amongst people in the southern part of the country, where a development project is winding down after successfully convincing local communities of the idea's merits. 

The three-year-old “Rehabilitation of Drought Affected Communities” (RDAC) project installed 41 grey water filtration systems in homes in Maan as part of a test for the remainder of the community to observe. 

“After people saw the benefits of the systems the demand became so great that we are barely able to cope,” RDAC Project Manager Fadi Shraideh said. 

Each village RDAC worked in now has a trained technician installing the JD100-JD230 grey water cleaning mechanism. Grey water is produced from domestic uses such as dish washing, sink water and bathing but it excludes sewage. 

“From establishing 14 water rehabilitation projects in the Maan Governorate to the grey water demonstration plots in four of its villages, RDAC is a unique project that should be guaranteed continuity by the local community,” Shraideh concluded.

[image: image3.jpg]



http://www.jordantimes.com/Mon/homenews/homenews4.htm
UAE
Discussing the National Strategy of Desertification

A  Special Meeting will be held in the United Nation Environment Programme/ Regional Office of West Asia in 22-23 April to discuss the draft of the national strategy of combating desertification and the national work plan in UAE.    

http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=114629&Journal=4/21/2003
A Call to Stop Hunting Tortoise

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries of UAE called the hunters to stop hunting  Tortoise from any king, age or size in order to protect the natural biodiversity in the environment. The UAE is concerned about keeping these Tortoise safe in the country.  

.

http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/04/21/mhl/13.htm
ERWDA, FEA aim to start eco-studies in schools 

The Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Authority (ERWDA) and the Federal Environmental Agency (FEA) have teamed up with the Ministry of Education and Youth to introduce ecological studies in public schools.

The initiative, according to the ERWDA, has been taken under the directives and patronage of Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, also ERWDA's Deputy Chairman.

An ERWDA statement said: "The two environment agencies have already started the project with the ministry to make environmental issues an integral part of government school curriculum in a structured and systematic manner. 

"The objective is to enhance environmental knowledge and awareness of the future generation so that they contribute to the much needed movement towards sustainable development in the UAE."

A national committee, headed by the ERWDA, has already been formed and held a series of meetings, discussing the introduction of environmental topics into school curricula.

The committee consists of environmentalists and professors from the UAE University and the American University of Sharjah (AUS), the FEA, Dubai Municipality and experts from the Ministry of Education. 

The committee will carry out a survey on the present status of environmental issues in school curricula. Experts of the UNDP, Unesco and the Arab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States will assist the committee in drawing up a comprehensive plan for the introduction of environmental education.

It will also make sure these topics cover the primary to high school level and introduce classroom- and activity-based programmes.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=84922
http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april418.xml
http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=114622&Journal=4/21/2003
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Briefing

Qatar
An Agreement to Protect the Wildlife

The General Secretariat of the Cooperation Council of the Arab Gulf Countries received the official recognition of Qatar upon the Wildlife Agreement and its Habitat of the Cooperation Council which was certified by the Higher Council in its 22nd  Session held in Muscat December, 2001.   

.

http://www.al-sharq.com/xml/topics/article.xml?cu_no=1&item_no=61384&version=1&template_id=92&parent_id=4
Kuwait
Al-Qurain Location 

Dr. Al-Sarawi, the General Director of the Environment Public Authority of Kuwait affirmed that so far the waste treatment location in A-Qurain do not expose any threat to the environment and that was after controlling positively the gases especially hazardous gases by using modern techniques that  transfer these gases into electrical energy. 

http://www.kuna.net.kw/Main.htm
Iraq
Basra is being gripped by disease because of a lack of clean water -   

The city of Basra in southern Iraq is being  gripped by disease because of a lack of clean water, Iraqi doctors warned  today.   

  Reports in London quoted the doctors in the city as saying that hospitals   

  in Basra have seen a sharp rise in cases of dysentery and gastroenteritis   

  diseases since the outbreak of war, doctors said that both illnesses are   

  treatable but can kill Iraqis in some areas of the city claim they have not had clean water for   more than 20 days, and have been forced to drink from the river.  

  But Iraqis insist they had clean water until the fighting began, saying the   

  pipes must have been bombed or sabotaged by the falling regime.   

  A team of workers from the major British charity "Christian Aid" was set to   

  deliver essential medical supplies and water into the city today.

http://www.kuna.net.kw/Main.htm
UAE
Big storm lashes the country





A sudden storm burst over the UAE with high winds of up to 70 knots whipping the country as swirls of sand blanketed highways and drastically reducing visibility to less 100 metres. 

The gale winds blowing across the country for 90 minutes last night caused massive sandstorms, uprooted many trees and lamp posts, and caused power outages in some villages. 

The winds reportedly moved from Al Ain to Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah and up to Ras Al Khaimah, before moving on to the Gulf of Hormuz, to Iran because of the low-pressure area above Iran.

All flights which were scheduled to land in airports across the country during the storm were diverted because of the poor visibility.

Of these, at least four Gulf Air flights arriving at Abu Dhabi International Airport were diverted to Al Seeb Airport in Oman.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=84515
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq


*
UN relief agencies laud dedication of Iraqi health workers


*
Annan hopeful fate of missing Kuwaitis will be resolved following conflict

*
UN weapons inspector Blix to meet Security Council for first time since war

*
As security gradually improves, UN humanitarian effort picks up pace

*
UN health agency concerned over looting of hospitals

Other news


*
Countries meeting at UN elect first prosecutor for International Criminal Court

*
Annan arrives in Austria in continuation of European trip

*
UN takes steps to address Kosovo’s electricity emergency

*
China: WHO team to investigate SARS outbreak in Shanghai

*
Top UN rights body adopts measures on Cuba, Belarus, Burundi and DR of Congo

*
UN disarmament commission fails to reach consensus in 2003 session

*
UNICEF urges Angola to spend on health at launch of measles campaign 

*
Quality of cooperation among Black Sea countries key to achieving goals – Annan

* * * * 

Iraq: humanitarian

21 April – United Nations relief agencies today praised the Iraqi doctors, nurses and support staff who have kept services running despite the destruction and looting, but they also underscored the enormity of the tasks ahead in repairing the national infrastructure and feeding the population.

The World Health Organization (WHO) continues to be extremely impressed by the level of dedication the Iraqi health staff bring to their work even in these circumstances, spokesperson Fadela Chaib told the daily briefing in Amman, Jordan, on UN humanitarian activities. This level of dedication by doctors, nurses, support staff including cleaners, cooks, maintenance workers and drivers was saving lives, she added.

She said social and working conditions in many areas, including Baghdad, were extremely challenging. Public transportation was not functioning, basics such as electricity and water were in short supply, and security was unstable, making movement difficult and even dangerous. Food was not always available, and due to looting and dwindling stocks, health workers had to cope without the very basics – oxygen cylinders, surgical instruments and anaesthetics.

But despite all this, they continued their commitment to support the public health system, Ms. Chaib said. In Baghdad, surgical staff who could not work in their own hospitals because they had been looted or damaged, travelled to other hospitals to carry out essential surgeries there.

Based on an UN inter-sectoral assessment, Ms. Chaib cited the acute shortage of water in Nasiriya in the south, both in the community and in the health facilities, as of special concern. Electricity, water and re-stocking drugs for chronic diseases were reported as the most urgent priorities. Due to lack of water and difficulty with sanitation, the risk of diarrhoea remained high. 

But considering that Nasiriya was badly affected during the war, the health sector continued to operate very well even at the peak of the conflict, she added.  Health staff ensured basic care was maintained throughout the period, illustrating the dedication of staff to maintaining services for the Iraqi people. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) said the arrival of its first convoy in Baghdad yesterday afternoon highlighted the complexity of the operation. A trip that should take only two days took four due to the lack of security and the need to prepare a secured warehouse in the city. The convoy had 1,400 tons of food, enough for half the population of Baghdad for just one day.

“In a very short time we will need to send more than six times this quantity every day from Jordan,” spokesman Khaled Mansour said. To reach the target of having enough food for 27 million Iraqis as of May, more warehouses needed to be secured, more mills and silos needed to be functioning, thus requiring a regular supply of water, electricity and the return of the skilled staff of the Ministry of Trade, he added. 

For its part, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said there had been a huge increase in child diarrhoeal cases in Baghdad, where some hospitals experienced shortages of water, anti-diarrhoeal drugs and injectable and oral antibiotics.

The UN High Commissioner for the Refugees (UNHCR) said another 100 people had reached the border with Jordan, bringing the total in a makeshift frontier encampment to more than 1,050. The agency again called on the occupying powers to ensure security for civilians inside Iraq and the equitable distribution of aid. 

* * *

Iraq-Kuwait

21 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan voices hope in a new report to the Security Council that the fate of Kuwaiti and third-country nationals missing since Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990 will now be solved quickly after the end of the current conflict in Iraq.

The Secretary-General notes that since his last report there had been some reason to hope for progress in the early months of 2003, including five meetings of the technical subcommittee between Iraq and Kuwait but “regrettably no concrete results have been achieved.”

These meetings were interrupted by the outbreak of conflict on 20 March, but Mr. Annan adds: “It is hoped that the question of the repatriation or return of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals or their remains will be resumed as soon as military activities cease, and that the mandate given to the High-level Coordinator will be implemented in full.”

The Coordinator, Yuli Vorontsov of the Russian Federation, visited Baghdad in January pursuant to his mandate under resolution 1284 of 1999 on the repatriation issue.

The report notes that at the subcommittee meetings Iraq promised to present information at subsequent meetings. But it says that after the fourth meeting, the last one Mr. Vorontsov attended, “the coordinator stated that the constructive approach to the disarmament issues, as exemplified by the destruction of Al Samoud missiles, should be matched by the same attitude on the humanitarian issues.”

Iraq began destroying its Al Samoud missiles before the outbreak of hostilities when ordered to do so by UN arms inspectors, who declared them prohibited weapons because they exceeded the 150-kilometre limit imposed by Security Council resolutions.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

21 April – Top United Nations weapons inspector Hans Blix is scheduled to address the Security Council tomorrow for the first time since the eve of hostilities in Iraq as Council members joust over what the UN’s post-war role should be.

In his last address to the Council on 19 March, Mr. Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), made clear he would have liked his inspections to continue and he regretted that it appeared war was “imminent.”

Since then he has stressed that UNMOVIC never asserted that Iraq did or did not have weapons of mass destruction, one of the main reasons cited by the United States for its war to oust Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. The US has not yet announced having found any such weapons since the conflict began.

In an interview with UN Radio at the height of the war, Mr. Blix said the best chance of finding them, if they existed, would emerge from interviews with scientists, the military and managers freed from fear of retribution. Some Iraqi scientists are now in the custody of US forces.

Mr. Blix will address one of two informal sessions the Council is scheduled to hold tomorrow. The second, on the UN Oil-for-Food programme, will hear from Benon Sevan, Executive Director of the UN Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP). Under the humanitarian programme, Baghdad was allowed to use a portion of its oil revenues to buy food and other relief supplies, while the rest was used for reparation claims against Iraq.

US President George W. Bush said last week he would ask the Council to lift the sanctions imposed on Iraq after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait and the subsequent 1991 Persian Gulf War. With sanctions in force, the UN administered Oil-for-Food programme is the only legal way of selling Iraq’s oil.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian 

20 April – The first major new United Nations food convoy to arrive in Baghdad entered the city today as the international relief effort picked up pace thanks to gradually improving security conditions.

Four days after leaving Jordan, 50 trucks loaded with 1,400 tons of urgently needed wheat flour arrived in the Iraqi capital, according to Maarten Roest, a spokesman for the World Food Programme (WFP). He said the cargo was unloaded at the Rasafa Sell warehouse in the city, guarded by troops from the United States.

“Over the past two weeks, WFP has sent a staggering 21,000 (tons) of food by truck from Turkey into northern Iraq,” Mr. Roest told reporters in Amman, Jordan. “The success of this corridor, now averaging 4,000 tons per day – is already having an effect on the population; around half a million people have already received wheat flour, which was in short supply due to lack of stocks before the war.”

In a sign that education is returning to the conflict-ravaged nation, Geoffrey Keele, a spokesman for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), reported that today in Safwan in southern Iraq, eight primary schools opened for the first time since the war began. “UNICEF delivered 40 school-in-a-box kits to support the children on their return to school,” he said. Each kit contains materials for up to 80 children, as well as teaching supplies. 

Meanwhile, a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for the Refugees (UNHCR) reported that more than 450 people fleeing armed Iraqi groups and desperately seeking food and other aid arrived Saturday in the remote area on Iraq’s western border, requesting entry into refugee camps in Jordan.

“There are now more than 1,000 people currently encamped in the windswept no-man’s-land separating Jordan and Iraq at Al Karama, including over 400 children, among them several infants,” said Peter Kessler. “Some of the people now stuck at the makeshift no-man’s-land site have been waiting for more than two weeks to enter Jordan’s empty refugee camp at Ruwaished.”

The UNHCR Representative in Jordan met senior government officials on Saturday to discuss the plight of those people. UNHCR is asking Jordan to admit them to the refugee camp at Ruwaished.

“People arriving at the border said that in recent days there has been an organized campaign by armed Iraqi groups targeting Palestinians living in Baghdad’s Bijii and Balediyat neighbourhoods, as well as the Al Huriyah camp, which reportedly shelters people from various nationalities,” said Mr. Kessler, adding that UNHCR has no way to verify such reports, which included allegations that Palestinian families were forced from their homes by the armed Iraqis and told if they refused to leave, the men would be killed and the women raped.

Veronique Taveau, spokesperson for the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, reported that in Erbil, 747 ex-Iraqi soldiers who had surrendered to the local authorities have now been able to return to their places of origin.

* * *
Iraq: humanitarian

19 April – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) has voiced concern over the looting of key hospitals in Baghdad, where many patients who were forced to flee have not yet returned.

In a new assessment based on detailed information about the evolving status of Iraq’s health system, WHO reported that the over 700-bed Yarmouk hospital has been partially looted, and only about 10 per cent of the staff are still working there.

The Ibn Al Nafis Vascular and Cardiac hospital, with 170 beds, is one of the few that is still functional, according to WHO. Surgeons from other hospitals which were damaged or looted are lending a hand at Ibn Al Nafis. Although the facility seems to be secure, hygiene there is reported to be very poor. 

WHO also raised concern about the fate of patients who fled the Al Rashid hospital, which was reported to have been burned and looted. Some 700 patients who left have not returned.

“These people, with injuries, infections and other trauma, are extremely vulnerable, and in need of medical assistance,” the agency warned. “This situation tragically underscores the need and obligation for the occupying forces to ensure civil order and security, including the security for hospitals and other medical facilities.”

On a positive note, WHO found the Ibn Al Hithem Ophthalmology Teaching Hospital, with 400 beds, to be in “good shape,” having been spared the looting.

WHO also found that 50 to 70 per cent of health services are functional in Mosul, where looting has not been as severe as in other centres. “There are many people in need of health care, however, including many casualties from the conflict,” the agency warned, urging funding for health services throughout Iraq.

The assessment was carried out as part of WHO’s effort to appropriately tailor its assistance to Iraq. The agency will use the new information to kick start health services in communities around the country.

* * *

International Criminal Court

21 April – The countries charged with shaping the world's first permanent war crimes court gathered at United Nations Headquarters in New York today, unanimously electing a prominent Argentinean litigator as the tribunal's first chief prosecutor.

As expected, Luis Moreno Ocampo was formally elected Prosecutor of the newly established International Criminal Court (ICC) as the tribunal’s Assembly of States Parties opened the second part of its resumed session. The countries had agreed on Mr. Moreno Ocampo as their choice late last month during informal meetings at the Court’s headquarters in The Hague.

The ICC was inaugurated in The Hague on 11 March with the election of its 18 judges. The tribunal will have jurisdiction over the most serious breaches of international law – trying individuals rather than states, and holding them accountable for war crimes, including, genocide, mass murder, enslavement, rape, torture, and, once defined, the crime of aggression.

The Rome Statute – the treaty establishing the ICC – entered into force 1 July 2002, and the Court's jurisdiction will cover only crimes committed after that date. The Statute has thus far been ratified by 89 countries and signed by 139.

Mr. Moreno Ocampo will assume his post as head the Office of the Prosecutor, which acts as a separate organ of the ICC, as of 16 June. The Office will conduct investigations and prosecutions of crimes that fall within the Court’s jurisdiction. The Prosecutor can initiate an investigation upon referral by a State Party or by the UN Security Council, of a situation in which there is a reasonable basis to believe that such crimes have been or are being committed.

For much of the past decade, Mr. Moreno Ocampo has been the main partner in the Buenos Aires-based law firm Moreno Ocampo and Wortman Jofre. Specializing in criminal and human rights law, corruption control programmes for large organizations and alternative dispute resolution, Mr. Moreno Ocampo also handled litigation for cases involving journalists’ protection and victims of the Holocaust.

During the political turmoil that swept Argentina in the early 1980’s, Mr. Moreno Ocampo was the assistant prosecutor in the trails against the country’s then-ruling military junta. He also led the prosecutorial team that analyzed more than 10,000 human rights abuses – eventually selecting 700 cases and presenting some 2,000 witnesses.

Following this morning’s election, the Assembly was expected to take up other matters for the remainder of this resumed first session, set to run through Wednesday. The Assembly will elect members of the Committee on Budget and Finance and consider the appointment of an External Auditor. It will also open the nomination period for members of the Board of Directors of the Trust Fund to benefit victims of crimes within the Court’s jurisdiction and their families.

* * *

Secretary-General

21 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan arrived today in Vienna, set to begin his official visit with Austrian leaders before attending meetings in Switzerland and France later this week.

Tomorrow morning, the Secretary-General is scheduled to meet with the staff at the UN Office at Vienna (UNOV) before having a meeting with President Thomas Klestil. On Wednesday, he is expected to meet with Foreign Minister Benita Ferrero-Waldner and Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel, and also visit the Austrian Parliament.

On Thursday, the Secretary-General will address the Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, and on Friday and Saturday he will attend the spring session in Paris of the Chief Executives Board, which brings together the heads of all UN departments, agencies and programmes. The session will focus on follow-up to the Millennium Summit, and the challenge of sustainable development.

On 27 April, he will return to Switzerland for an official visit, including meetings in Bern on 29 April with President Pascal Couchepin and other senior officials. He is scheduled to return to New York the following day.

* * *

Kosovo

21 April – The top United Nations official in Kosovo has announced a series of emergency measures to deal with the province’s electricity problems, including €17.3 million (euros) to repair power plants.

“Kosovo’s power plants are like an old Zastava that are 20 to 40 years old with no investment. Last year it was also struck by lightening and suffered land slides in the Mirash coal mine,” Michael Steiner, the chief of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) said last Friday.

Mr. Steiner said the state of the plants, combined with the fact that a lot of people have not paid their bills, including Kosovo institutions that owe €13 million, “has created a difficult situation.”

He said he authorized the appropriation under the Security Council resolution giving him responsibility, “to ensure conditions for normal life for all inhabitants of Kosovo.” The money will be taken from last year’s surplus of the Kosovo Consolidated Budget, he added.

“My aim is to have a load-shedding schedule of four hours on and two hours off or even five hours on, one hour off from today,” Mr. Steiner stated, adding that the focus should not merely be on the present situation. “We must also think of next autumn and winter.”

The UNMIK chief reiterated that without immediate repairs to the plant and coal mine, Kosovo will produce virtually no electricity next winter and the necessary repairs must start immediately to ensure availability by time the cold season sets in. He briefed the authorities on all the required steps, which he said UNMIK was ready to cooperate on.

“I’ve now done my part but people must contribute by saving energy and by paying their bills,” Mr. Steiner said. “People are fed up and we are fed up.”

* * *

SARS

21 April – An expert team from the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) arrived today in Shanghai to investigate an outbreak of the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) there as the Chinese leadership strengthens its commitment to openly report cases of the disease.

WHO said the removal from their Communist Party posts of the Health Minister and the Mayor of Beijing, both of whom downplayed the seriousness of SARS, is an indication that the Chinese leadership is now taking seriously the need for transparency in reporting.

Shanghai has officially confirmed only two probable cases of SARS and no deaths. The six-member WHO team, the second to the country, will conduct a four-day probe in which they will confer with local health authorities, inspect hospitals and examine measures taken to prevent and control the spread of SARS.

The Chinese Government also announced a further 109 SARS cases in Beijing, according to WHO. This, plus Sunday’s announcement of 339 previously undisclosed SARS patients, brings the total of confirmed cases in China to 1,959. 

These figures, WHO stated, do not include the military hospitals in Beijing, as those hospitals are not obliged by Chinese law to report cases to health authorities. However, a WHO team began visits to the military facilities last week. 

China also reduced to only one day the traditional weeklong May Day holiday, a period when hundreds of thousands of people generally travel throughout the country. “The purpose of such an act is to prevent the massive movement of people and the possible spread of the disease,” said Gao Qiang, an Executive Vice Health Minister.

* * *

Commission on Human Rights 

21 April – During its annual examination of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights has adopted measures on the human rights situations in Cuba, Belarus, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Burundi.

Following an intense debate that lasted nearly two hours, the Geneva-based Commission on Friday adopted a resolution on Cuba urging Havana to allow a visit by Christine Chanet, the UN envoy charged with investigating questions related to the exercise of civil liberties on the island. The text was approved by a vote of 24 in favour and 20 against, with 9 abstentions. 

Much of the debate concerned two proposed amendments to the resolution, both of which were eventually voted down. The first would have had the Commission express specific concern over Cuba’s recent detention, prosecution and quick sentencing some 75 members of the political opposition.  The second amendment would have called for an end to the economic embargo imposed against Cuba by the United States.

In other action, the Commission urged the Government of Belarus to dismiss or suspend from their duties law enforcement officers implicated in forced disappearances and/or summary executions, pending an impartial, credible and full investigation of those cases.  That text, adopted by a roll-call vote of 23 in favour and 14 against, with 16 abstentions, also called for the release of journalists and other individuals detained for politically motivated reasons.

While the text on the DRC welcomed the various initiatives undertaken by the Congolese parties to promote the peace process in that war-torn country, it nevertheless called for the removal of all foreign troops from the territory, and condemned persistent human rights violations, including atrocities and massacres committed at the hands of rebel groups, recruitment of child soldiers and ongoing violence in the northeastern Ituri province. 

The motion on the situation in Burundi was adopted without a vote and expressed the Commission’s support of the political transition underway in the country.  It also encouraged the Transitional Government to continue actions aimed at including all sectors of society in national reconciliation efforts and urged it to pursue the goal of ensuring the equal participation of women in Burundian society and improving their living conditions. The text did, however, express continued concern at the ongoing violence and the violations of human rights as well as the security situation in parts of the country.

* * *

Disarmament

21 April – In what it called a “disappointing outcome,” the United Nations Disarmament Commission has concluded its 2003 session without concrete proposals to advance either nuclear disarmament or confidence-building in the field of conventional arms.

The outcome was a departure from the Commission’s usual practice of completing consideration of two items in three years, with the consensus adoption of guidelines and recommendations.

The Commission, whose membership is universal, is a deliberative body mandated to make recommendations in the field of disarmament and to follow up the decisions and recommendations of the UN General Assembly’s first special session devoted to disarmament, in 1978.

It focuses on a limited number of agenda items each session to allow for in-depth discussion. At its latest session, which ended last Thursday, it considered two items: ways and means to achieve nuclear disarmament, in working group I; and practical confidence-building measures in the field of conventional arms, in working group II.

Working group II Chairman Mario Maiolini of Italy said the unsatisfactory conclusion should draw attention to the reasons why consensus had been elusive. Progress had been made, he added, but it had not been possible to draw positive conclusions. Members should ask themselves why, despite the call to advance the proposals, that had not been possible.

* * *

Angola

21 April – As Angola launched a nationwide measles vaccination campaign today to immunize 7 million children within a month, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) urged the government to support the nascent peace process with increased funds for health and education, and the international community to join in helping the war-ruined country.

“We’re asking the government to continue putting money where the children are,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in Luanda, the Angolan capital, at the launching of the biggest health campaign in the country’s history. “Give Angola a stable future by protecting her children. This will be the real peace dividend.”

Spearheaded by Angola’s Ministry of Health and employing 33,000 workers, the campaign has received key financial, logistical and training support from UNICEF, with technical and supply support from the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN World Food Programme (WFP), in a country where one child in 10 dies from measles compared with one in 1,000 in developed countries.

Since the signing of a peace accord last year that ended 27-years of civil war in which an estimated 5,000 schools and 60 per cent of all hospitals were destroyed, UNICEF has consistently asked the government to re-direct resources that were once earmarked for war towards basic social services.

“What we’re seeing today are promising first steps,” Ms. Bellamy said. “And this country has the potential to lead Africa by example. But one million children remain out of school. The entire health system must be strengthened and conditions established across Angola for effective delivery of routine vaccinations. If this is done, then we will look back in five years time, when children are in school and child mortality rates falling, and 2003 will be recognized as the year Angolan children were put first on the agenda.”

Calling for international support, she noted that against sizeable odds, Angolans were striving to strengthen the entire health and education system, restore public services to remote areas, and fight the causes of child mortality. “Much of this must come from within, but I trust the international community will continue to support Angola in these goals of reconstruction,” she added. “For now is the moment when strong partnerships will be rewarded by results.”

More than 10,000 children die each year from measles in Angola, among the 10 countries with the worst immunization coverage – well below the average in sub-Saharan Africa – estimated in 2001 at 46 per cent. Angola has one of the world’s worst under-five mortality rates, with one in four children dying before their fifth birthday.

* * *

Black Sea countries

18 April – As Black Sea nations continue efforts to integrate into the European and global trade systems, the degree of collaboration among the countries in addressing a broad spectrum of issues will be a key factor in achieving their goals, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message to a regional ministerial meeting set to open today in Armenia.

The Secretary-General welcomed the work that the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization (BSEC) has undertaken to fight organized crime and terrorism, and to pursue wide-ranging economic, social and democratic reforms.

“In an age of interdependence and cross-border cause-and-effect, the quality of cooperation will be a key factor in achieving your goals,” the Secretary-General said in a message to the eighth meeting of the BSCE’s Council of Foreign Ministers in Yerevan, scheduled for delivery on his behalf by Sergei Ordzhonikidze, Director-General of the UN Office at Geneva (UNOG).

The Secretary-General also welcomed the efforts by the BSEC to establish closer relations with the European Union, and said he looked forward to bringing even more constructive ties between the Organization and the United Nations.

“The countries of the BSEC have considerable economic and industrial potential,” he said. “As we work together toward the Millennium Development Goals, and to build societies in which all people can enjoy opportunities and improved standards of living, the United Nations system will continue to be your close partner.”

* *** *
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T H  U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Annan calls for joint UN-EU action to heal rifts caused by war 

*
Signs of hope amid ‘horrible’ picture in Baghdad, UN local staff say

*
Annan concerned at reported expulsion of Arabs in northern Iraq

*
No proposal to lift Iraq sanctions yet received – Security Council President

*
UNESCO calls for worldwide emergency steps to recover looted heritage

Other news

*
Central African Republic: Security Council welcomes political progress

*
Security Council reiterates need for ‘global approach’ to peace in central Africa

*
Annan to spend rest of month in Europe on official visits, attending conferences

*
Rival militias withdraw from Afghan city in UN-brokered agreement

*
Transfer of UN authority progresses in Kosovo, but multi-ethnic institutions needed

*
Top UN rights body adopts resolutions on 3 countries

*
World leaders recommit to drug control measures at UN drug commission

*
Western Asia: UN commission recommends forum on Palestine reconstruction

*
UN administers $10.5 million project to support Nigerian electoral process

*
Iraq, SARS cloud UN forecast of Asia-Pacific region’s economic growth

* * * *

Secretary-General


17 April – Addressing the assembled leaders of the 25 states of the enlarged European Union (EU), United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today it was vital to heal the rifts in the international community caused by the war in Iraq, declaring that the EU and UN must work together for the good of the world.


“No issue has so divided the world since the end of the cold war,” Mr. Annan told the EU Conference in Athens. “It is vital that we heal that division now. The world cannot afford a long period of recrimination.”


Any UN role in post-war Iraq, beyond the merely humanitarian, would have to be mandated by the Security Council, he added, and he called on the occupying powers to give top priority to fulfilling their obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention and the Hague Regulations in providing public order, safety, and humanitarian relief to the Iraqi people who “have suffered terribly, and they deserve a better future.”


Mr. Annan stressed that people around the world were looking for institutions and systems that could uphold fundamental principles and produce collective solutions to shared problems.


“Among those institutions, the European Union is a beacon of hope for peace and reconciliation, not only for Europe but for the whole world,” he said. “And at the global level, it is of course to the United Nations that people look to provide a stable security framework. For the good of the world, our two institutions must work together.”

 
He added that the international community “must be guided in its future policy and actions towards Iraq by a set of basic principles, which I believe we all share.”

Among these he included the sovereignty, political independence and territorial integrity of Iraq, the right of the Iraqi people to freely determine their own system of government as well as to control their own natural resources, and the “need for any role entrusted to the United Nations, beyond the purely humanitarian, to be mandated by the Security Council, consistent with the Charter, and one matched by the necessary resources.”

Above all, he said, was “the need to give pride of place, in all our thinking, to the rights and interests of the Iraqi people. Only so can we hope to ensure a viable future for Iraq.”

Mr. Annan referred to the failure of his efforts to ensure that a united Cyprus joined the EU. “I believe the plan that I put forward is fair and balanced, and should still serve as the basis for an eventual settlement of that conflict,” he said. “A unique opportunity was missed. But I do not doubt that there will eventually be a settlement. All that is lacking is the necessary political will.”

He also referred to the efforts of the EU and UN, together with the United States and the Russian Federation – the so-called diplomatic Quartet – to produce a “road map” plan for settling the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, a threat to peace and stability on the EU’s very doorstep.

“That is why the United Nations is working so hard together with you, in the Quartet, to realize the vision of two states, Israel and Palestine, living side by side in peace and security – a solution which must be the keystone of a comprehensive settlement, based on United Nations resolutions,” he declared.

“I am convinced, as you are, that we now have a Road Map that can take us to that destination. We must urgently persuade both parties to summon the political will to follow it – not setting pre-conditions for each other, but marching forward together towards peace.”

Prime Minister Costas Simitis of Greece, which currently holds the rotating EU presidency, then read out a Presidential Statement approved by EU members declaring that “the UN must play a central role, including in the process leading towards self-government for the Iraqi people, utilizing its capacity and experiences in post-conflict nation building.”

Before the opening of the conference the Secretary-General met with French President Jacques Chirac to discuss approaches to post-conflict Iraq and the prospects for the broader region. At a press encounter afterwards, Mr. Chirac affirmed France’s support for a central UN role in restoring stability to Iraq and to the region.

Mr. Annan said he hoped that in a short while, details of the UN role in Iraq could be defined and that the Security Council would work together to help the Iraqi people rebuild their country and a peaceful future.

He also discussed Iraq with Prime Minister Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha of Bulgaria and Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy before attending an official luncheon hosted by Mr. Simitis.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

17 April – Even as the United Nations pressed ahead today with its first relief lifeline into Baghdad along what could become its most important aid corridor into Iraq, UN local staff today painted a “horrible” picture on the ground, yet with highlights of hope and humanitarian heroism.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) said a convoy of 50 trucks loaded with 1,400 tons of urgently needed wheat flour crossed the Jordanian-Iraqi border early this morning and was expected to reach Baghdad later today or tomorrow.

The convoy established WFP’s second and, potentially, most important humanitarian corridor into Iraq, spokesman Khaled Mansour told the daily briefing in Amman, Jordan, on UN humanitarian activities. Food aid has been flowing into northern Iraq through Turkey for nearly two weeks, but Aqaba in Jordan is expected to become a key port of entry for food for central and southern Iraq, he added.

“WFP’s efforts to get aid into Iraq are picking up momentum just in time. Most of the population could start running out of food in a couple of weeks,” James T. Morris, the agency’s Executive Director, said in a statement. To date, WFP has received no reports of extreme food shortages, but it expects the majority of Iraq’s 27.1 million population to exhaust their reserves by early May.

“Our goal is to make sure that the Iraqi population, 60 per cent of whom are entirely dependent on monthly food handouts, will get their regular rations as of May,” Mr. Morris said of what he has already called potentially the largest humanitarian operation in history.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) spoke today with the local head of its Baghdad office, Hatim George, and quoted him as calling the situation “horrible.”

All civic services had essentially ceased to exist. There was no garbage collection, with refuse adding to the risks of disease. Stacks of bio-waste were piling up outside hospitals, including bloody bandages and limbs from amputations. In the Saddam Paediatric Hospital there had been so many deaths that staff had to bury the dead in the hospital’s garden since they had no way of getting all the bodies to a graveyard.

UNICEF is now looking into ways to contract trucks and drivers to collect refuse in the worst hit areas, spokesman Geoffrey Keele said. The greatest need of hospitals right now, besides power and clean water, is liquid oxygen, without which, operations could not be conducted, he added. Two hospitals, Shaheed Adnan and Al-Mansour children’s hospital, currently had only a one-day supply left.

Hospitals were also in dire need of ventilators for intensive care units, intravenous fluids, injectable antibiotics, and anaesthetics. UNICEF will be sending a supply of anaesthetics from Jordan in a refrigerated truck within days, Mr. Keele said. In some children’s hospitals, 70 per cent of patients are suffering from diarrhoea.

“As I am sure you can tell from this report, the situation in Baghdad right now is indeed ‘horrible’,” he added. “However, our staff were also able to provide some information to give us hope.”

He said that before the war, UNICEF had contracted teams of mobile units to ensure that generators at water treatment plants were repaired and maintained, and three of these teams worked throughout the bombing, fighting, looting and chaos.

“They travelled across the city repairing and maintaining generators, and even assisted some hospitals with their generators to make sure that at least a limited amount of power was available for the city’s vital infrastructure,” he said. “We applaud their courage and dedication.”

He added that UNICEF staff was able to go back to many children’s institutions to which it had provided emergency supplies. One centre had been so scared for their safety during the looting that the children and their carers strung a white sheet out in front saying, “We are an orphanage. Please do not kill us.”

“I am happy to report that all the children in the centres we visited today are safe and healthy,” Mr. Keele said. “The only thing they requested was fresh vegetables. UNICEF staff will bring them vegetables tomorrow.” 

He said in the south, a German television crew had delivered UNICEF drugs against black fever to the town of Nasiriya and doctors were now using megaphones to call people in for treatment for the potentially fatal disease.

The World Health Organization (WHO) reported that security was still a major problem in Baghdad following the looting of the main warehouse of the ministry of health, which housed many of the millions of dollars worth of medicines and supplies currently needed across the country. 

* * *

Iraq: Secretary-General

17 April – United Nations Secretary-General expressed his concern today about reports of murder, looting and the forced expulsion of Arabs in northern Iraq and called on all parties to respect the fundamental human right to live free from intimidation and forced expulsion.

“The Secretary-General is concerned that unless the security vacuum that now exists is quickly addressed, there is a very real prospect of population displacement in Iraq,” a UN spokesman said in a statement released in New York.

Referring to media reports and eyewitness accounts from Human Rights Watch indicating widespread intimidation and displacement in and around the city of Kirkuk and in other areas, the statement added: “The Secretary-General appeals to all concerned to respect fundamental human rights principles, including the right to live free from intimidation and forced expulsion.”

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

17 April – The United Nations Security Council, already engaged “in intense dialogue” over resolutions on Iraq, has not yet received a proposal for lifting sanctions, but the issue could come up next week, the President of the 15-nation body said today.

“This dialogue is very intense and is taking place right now and it will be held over the weekend,” Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico, which holds the Council’s rotating Presidency for April, told reporters. 

The Council is scheduled to hold informal consultations on Tuesday, one session on weapons of mass destruction to be addressed by UN weapons inspector Hans Blix, and a second on the UN Oil-for-Food programme, under which Baghdad was allowed to use a portion of its oil revenues to buy food and other humanitarian supplies. This second meeting will hear from Benon Sevan, Executive Director of the UN Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP). 

Council members might raise the sanctions issues then and “we will be able to respond then,” Ambassador Zinser said.

President George W. Bush said earlier this week the United States would seek the lifting of the sanctions imposed on Iraq after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait and subsequent 1991 Persian Gulf War.

* * *

Iraq: cultural heritage


17 April – The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), called today for comprehensive worldwide emergency measures to recover Iraq’s looted antiquities, including a temporary Security Council embargo on the acquisition of any Iraqi artefacts. 


“Despite all your expertise and good will, the fate of Iraqi heritage does not lie in your hands,” Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura told international experts summoned to UNESCO’s headquarters in Paris to decide on emergency steps following the looting of museums, libraries and other Iraqi cultural centres, principally in Baghdad and Mosul.


“It lies in the hands of the international community as a whole, and the only way that we will be able to safeguard these treasures and give them back to humanity is if we can count on the cohesion, coordination and determination of all concerned, at every level,” he said.


He said he intended to ask UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to submit the question of illicit traffic to the Security Council “so that a resolution can be adopted which imposes an embargo, for a limited period, on the acquisition of all Iraqi cultural objects and calls for the return of such goods to Iraq if acquisitions or exports of this kind have already taken place.”

Such a resolution, he noted, could thus be made applicable to the 191 UN Member States and not only to the 97 states parties to the 1970 Convention on cooperation for the recovery and return of stolen archaeological, historical and cultural properties. 

Mr. Matsuura reiterated yet again his appeal to all states to adopt emergency legal and administrative measures to prevent the importation of any cultural, archaeological or bibliographical object that had recently left Iraq and called on museums, art dealers and private collectors to exclude such objects from any commercial transactions.

He stressed the necessity to take emergency measures in Iraq “such as the setting-up by the authorities on the ground of a nationwide ‘heritage police,’ entrusted with the task of watching over cultural sites and institutions, including libraries and buildings where archives are stored.”

He also called for a database to be compiled as soon as possible, combining all of the archives, lists and inventories relating to Iraq’s heritage, to enable customs and police authorities, art dealers and all concerned parties to identify the status of a particular object. 

The group of 30 experts, including archaeologists, all with experience in Iraq, approved a number of “very urgent recommendations” for a strategy of action. These included a call to secure Iraqi cultural institutions and make sure that in the future there would be no further looting, and a ban on all trade of cultural objects coming from Iraq.

They also agreed to send as soon as possible a mission to evaluate the damages and to prepare a plan of action for the rehabilitation of Iraq’s cultural heritage.

UNESCO has already announced that it is working with the international police organization Interpol, the International Council of Museums (ICOM) and the culture ministries of Iraq’s neighbours in seeking the recovery of the looted objects.

* * *

Central African Republic

17 April – Acknowledging the political progress thus far in the Central African Republic (CAR), the members of the United Nations Security Council today stressed that it was essential that authorities in Bangui now elaborate a plan for the national dialogue, including a timeframe, and to hold elections as soon as possible.

The Council’s President, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico, said in a press statement that even while members of the 15-nation body recalled their condemnation of the March coup d’état, they “nonetheless welcomed the political progress in the Central African Republic, the call for a national dialogue and the appointment of a Government of National Unity, including the nomination of a respected Prime Minister.”

Ambassador Zinser noted that the Council had been briefed earlier today by Gen. Lamine Cissé, the Special Representative of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan for the CAR, and had thanked him for his efforts in support of the political dialogue, of the process of national reconciliation and of the reestablishment of the rule of law in the country. The members also reiterated their full support for General Cissé as the head of the UN Peace-Building Office in the Central African Republic (BONUCA). 

“They expressed the view that the resources currently available to BONUCA can provide support to the political process, including assistance that will be required to prepare for the future general elections,” Ambassador Zinser said, adding that the Council had nevertheless invited the donor community to help with the country’s reconstruction. 

“They further reiterated their support to the efforts of the Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC) and of the African Union,” he said. 

* * *

Central African region

17 April – In continuing ongoing efforts to strengthen cooperation between the United Nations system and central African countries, members of the Security Council today reaffirmed the importance of a comprehensive, integrated, resolute and concerted approach to the issues of peace, security and development in that region.

In a statement to the press, Security Council President Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico said members expressed their support to the proposals made by Secretary General Kofi Annan “to strengthen the coordination between the diverse structures of the UN in the countries of the sub-region and to promote the strengthening of the partnership between the United Nations system and Central African states.”

The Council had been briefed earlier Thursday on the central African sub-region by Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh.

The Council members also welcomed the Secretary-General’s intention to dispatch a multidisciplinary mission to central Africa to assess implementation of a “global approach” to efforts aimed at bolstering the regions’ capacity, the Ambassador said, recalling the Council’s request last October that such an evaluation be undertaken.

“Members of the Council welcomed the ongoing consultations between the (UN) Secretariat and the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) for the preparation of the mission and the decision to associate this institution to the said mission as well,” Ambassador Zinser said. He added that they invited the Secretary General to submit a report at the end of that mission with recommendations on measures to be taken for the implementation of that global approach.

* * *
Secretary-General

17 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan will pay an official visit to Vienna next week at the invitation of the Austrian Government, before attending meetings in Switzerland and France that will keep him away from UN Headquarters in New York through the end of the month.

Mr. Annan, presently in Athens to attend the European Conference and discuss the UN’s role in post-conflict Iraq with continental leaders, is scheduled to leave Greece on Monday for Vienna where he will meet with Austrian President Thomas Klestil on Tuesday. On Wednesday, he will meet with Foreign Minister Benita Ferrero-Waldner and Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel, and also will visit the Austrian Parliament.

On Thursday, he will address the Commission on Human Rights in Geneva and on Friday and Saturday he will attend the spring session in Paris of the Chief Executives Board, which brings together the heads of all UN departments, agencies and programmes. The session will focus on follow-up to the Millennium Summit, and the challenge of sustainable development.

On 27 April, he will return to Switzerland for an official visit, including meetings in Bern on 29 April with President Pascal Couchepin and other senior officials. He is scheduled to return to New York the following day.

* * *
Afghanistan


17 April – Rival militias have now fully withdrawn from the centre of Maimana in northern Afghanistan – where a spate of deadly violence erupted last Thursday – and United Nations staff who were withdrawn from the area have returned and reopened their offices in the now calm city, a UN spokesman said today in Kabul.


Manoel de Almeida e Silva, spokesman for the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), said that all troops of the Jumbesh and Jamiat militias had withdrawn to the city’s outskirts in accordance with an agreement the UN helped broker on 10 April, and a prisoner exchange was essentially complete.


An agreement was also reached on 14 April to form a neutral police force to ensure security, including vehicle weapons checks and the issuance of special identification for vehicles coming into the city, and a UN police adviser and military adviser were due to arrive there today, he added.


Mr. de Almeida e Silva said UN deminers who arrived in Maimana on Sunday were still actively working on removing live munitions and unexploded bombs which had been found in the streets and homes and were a threat to civilians, particularly children.

* * *

Kosovo

17 April – Although an important step in the process towards transferring further responsibilities from the United Nations to local authorities had been launched last three months ago, Kosovo still has some way to go in establishing representative and functioning institutes, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a report issued today.

In his report to the Security Council on the activities of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) since the beginning of the year, Mr. Annan says the tendency of local Kosovo Albanian leaders and the Provisional Institutions to focus on symbols and image, and to publicly promote positions contrary to UN resolutions, is a cause for concern. 

He calls for all local leaders to work together to consolidate these institutions by focusing on substance and practical results instead of holding institutional developments hostage to political or ethnic differences.

“Forming separate, mono-ethnic administrative institutions will not lead to the multi-ethnic Kosovo towards which we all strive,” Mr. Annan says, calling local leaders to work towards this end. “Working within the established structures requires willingness on the part of minority communities and receptivity on the part of majority community.”

Despite these challenges, he states that “the transfer must proceed, so that the Provisional Institutions become accountable to the people of Kosovo for the delivery of those services and administration for which they are responsible.”

UNMIK is also working hard to ensure the environment is conducive to minority people returning to Kosovo, Mr. Annan notes, adding that progress has been made on the ground by preparing projects and sensitizing communities to ensure that returns take place in as safe, secure and sustainable an environment as possible.

“However, acts of intimidation, threats and violence directed against minorities still occur and are intended to discourage minority participation in public life,” he says, and calls on the leaders and people of Kosovo to put an end to such acts, and work actively on inter-ethnic dialogue and reconciliation.

The Security Council has scheduled an open meeting on Kosovo next Wednesday.

* * *

Commission on Human Rights

17 April – In a series of keenly debated decisions, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights adopted resolutions expressing concern at rights violations in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), Turkmenistan and Myanmar, but rejected bids to censure serious human rights abuses in Zimbabwe and the Sudan.

Heading into the final week of its annual session, the UN’s top human rights body yesterday rejected a European Union-backed motion condemning persistent restrictions on civil liberties and continuing human rights violations in the Sudan. Defeating the resolution by a vote of 26 against to 24 in favour, with three abstentions, the Commission effectively closed out the mandate of its Special Rapporteur on the situation in the Sudan, which would have been extended by one year had the text been approved.

Following the vote, some of the Commission’s member States said the draft resolution did not sufficiently credit the Sudanese Government for well-intentioned efforts and progress achieved in the field of human rights. A representative of Sudan said seven agreements recently had been concluded between the Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), which had settled almost 90 per cent of the issues between them. It appeared the sponsors of the text insisted on “completely neglecting” that tremendous effort and the significant progress achieved towards peace and development in the county. 

In other action, the Commission expressed deep concern at the “precarious” human rights situation in the DPRK, characterized by “widespread” abuses, such as torture and public executions, as well as “all-pervasive and severe” restrictions on freedom of thought and expression. Although the Commission approved the resolution by a vote of 28 in favour to 10 against, with 14 abstentions, several members called the text “selective,” with “exaggerated” language counterproductive to improving the overall situation in DPRK. 

The Commission also condemned Turkmenistan’s rights record, passing a resolution accusing it of torture and other abuses following an attempt on the president’s life last year.  Voting 23 to 14 – with 16 abstentions – the Commission approved an EU-backed text that accused the Central Asian state of arbitrary detentions and arrests, harassment and forced displacement, as well as persistent “repression of all political opposition activities.” After the vote, several members said Turkmenistan had fallen victim to the Commission’s practice of targeting certain developing countries for violations while offering no positive strategies on the way forward. 

The resolution on Myanmar was approved without a vote, with the Commission welcoming the freedom of movement within the country enjoyed by the leader of the National League for Democracy, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and citing several other instances of progress. It did, however, call on the Government to fulfil its obligations to restore the judicial independence and due process of law, and to take further steps to reform the system of administration of justice. A representative of Myanmar called the text biased and “fundamentally flawed,” stressing that efforts by the country’s delegation to make the draft more constructive and less accusatory had not been accepted.

By a roll-call vote on a motion proposed by South Africa on behalf of the African Group, the Commission decided, by a ballot of 28 in favour to 24 against, with 1 abstention, not to take action on a draft resolution on the situation of human rights in Zimbabwe. Under the text, it would have expressed deep concern at continuing violations of human rights by the Government of Zimbabwe and would have decided to request the Special Rapporteurs on torture, and on summary or arbitrary executions, among others, to consider carrying out missions to examine alleged human rights violations. 

* * *

Narcotic drugs

17 April – Recognizing that the illicit drug problem is still a global challenge that constitutes a serious threat to health, development and security, world health ministers and top government officials at an annual meeting of the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs (UNCND) adopted a set of recommendations to enhance the implementation of drug control measures. 

As the UN’s central policy-making body dealing with drug-related issues wrapped up its annual session in Vienna with a Ministerial Segment today, ministers and government representatives reaffirmed their commitment to the outcome of the twentieth special session of the General Assembly on drugs held in 1998, in which more than 150 countries promised to achieve significant and measurable results to reduce the illicit supply and demand for drugs by 2008.

Adopting the “Joint Ministerial Statement and further measures to implement the action plans emanating from the twentieth special session of the General Assembly,” representatives agreed that to be successful, action to address the drug problem must be supported by strong international cooperation, and required a balance between supply reduction and demand reduction.  

In the spirit of the principle of common and shared responsibility, it was recommended that financial and technical support continue to be provided for the fight against illicit drugs. 

The Statement proposes further measures in national drug control strategies, demand reduction, illicit synthetic drugs and control of precursors. It also recommends bolstering judicial cooperation, countering money-laundering, and international cooperation in illicit crop eradication and alternative development.

Representatives also expressed grave concern about policies and activities in favour of the legalization of illicit narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances that were not in accordance with the international drug control treaties and that might jeopardize the international drug control regime. 

* * *

Western Asia

17 April – Wrapping up its ministerial session today, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) recommended convening an Arab-international forum on the economic and social rehabilitation and reconstruction of Palestine.

The recommendation was among a number of conclusions reached at the high-level meeting in Beirut, which aimed to strengthen Arab regional cooperation, as well as address the impact of lack of stability on the socio-economic developments in the ESCWA region.

Concerning the occupied Palestinian territory, participants recommended the necessity of holding an Arab-international forum on the socio-economic rehabilitation and reconstruction of Palestine as soon as possible as a step towards an independent Palestinian State.

Participants also called on ESCWA’s Executive Secretary to exert efforts to encourage and enrich Arab contribution to the process of rehabilitation and reconstruction and link it with concerned international programmes. They stressed the importance of the role of the Palestinian Authority and Palestinian civil society institutions in developing the practical rehabilitation and reconstruction plan of action.

Other recommendations dealt with establishing a committee on women at ESCWA, setting up a UN Arab language centre at the Commission, cooperation between Member States concerning common water resources; initiatives on promoting technology and the information society in the Arab region and enhancing ESCWA advisory services and technical cooperation.

* * *

Nigeria

17 April – As Nigeria’s nearly 61 million registered voters prepare to elect a new President this weekend, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) today said it is administering a $10.5 million effort to help strengthen the country’s capacity to run the poll effectively. 

The 19 April elections in Africa’s most populous nation represent the first balloting held by a civilian government in Nigeria in nearly two decades, UNDP said. Subsequently, numerous logistical challenges, including the use of a complex new computerized voter register, have led to some criticism of the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) – the body charged with conducting the elections and regulating the 30 participating political parties. 

“The tight elections schedule has presented some serious challenges,” UNDP official Jules Frippiat said, explaining the need for the UN Electoral Assistance Project in Nigeria. “With this project, UNDP is helping to shore up INEC’s capacity to improve awareness and participation in the elections and to communicate with the public.” 

To help address these concerns and ensure the credibility of the electoral process, the project, a partnership between UNDP and the UN Electoral Assistance Division, has provided the INEC with technical assistance and helped to develop a new Media Results Centre, which is posting the outcomes of the poll publicly and on its Website. 

“From Lesotho to Mali, UNDP’s support for elections in Africa has been far-reaching,” UNDP Administrator Mark Malloch Brown said. “We have done everything from coordinating international observers and facilitating negotiations between political parties and civil society, to advancing electoral reforms and supporting development of database systems that manage voter registration.”

* * *

Asia-Pacific

17 April – While a new United Nations report forecasts continued growth in the Asia-Pacific economies, that positive trend could be jeopardized by new domestic and global challenges.

According to Ambassador Murari Raj Sharma of Nepal, who launched the report at UN Headquarters in New York, the survey, especially forecasts for 2003, was based on data for the first three quarters of 2002. By early March of this year, neither the war in Iraq nor the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) had occurred.

“The impact of these events on the forecast made in the survey is still a subject of considerable debate and uncertainty,” he told a press briefing on the launch of the “Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2003,” which was compiled by the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). The report highlights the performance of regional economies in the past year, provides a brief trend analysis and some projections for 2003.

The report states that despite the weakening of the global economy, the region performed surprisingly well in 2002 – 2 per cent higher than the previous year – largely due to surging intra-regional trade, fiscal stimulus and low interest rates.

While the survey had projected the 5 per cent growth to continue prior to the new domestic and global developments, it is now unclear how the economy will fare this year as it is tied to the intensity and duration of military action in Iraq and its ripple effects, particularly on energy prices. Asia-Pacific imports 40 per cent of its energy.

Compounding matters further is the recent outbreak of SARS. In addition to the health challenges it is posing in the region, the illness is undermining the tourism and travel industry. Ambassador Sharma said there were fears that a prolonged outbreak could extend the damage beyond those two industries.

How well Asia-Pacific withstands these stormy conditions also hinges heavily on how the economies of developed countries perform, especially the United States, Japan and the European Union, which together import half of the regions export products, Ambassador Sharma said. He also stressed that there was “no consensus on how the regional economy might be affected.”

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

           DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Iraq –- Humanitarian Assistance

           During today’s humanitarian briefing in Amman, Jordan, an official from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said a survey of Baghdad’s health facilities conducted by its national staff shows that the recent events have taken a severe toll on those facilities.  A major concern is the lack of health workers, with one hospital having only 7 per cent of its original staff still at work.  The lack of clean water has resulted in a sharp increase in diarrheal cases.  Power outages have meant that vaccines have to be thrown out.  Some hospitals have also had to bury the dead in surrounding gardens, due to a lack of proper storage facilities.

           The World Health Organization (WHO) says that it successfully delivered a truckload of surgical items,

     medicines for communicable diseases, trauma and other urgent drugs to Baghdad.  The supplies are stored in the  Ministry of Health’s main warehouse in Baghdad, and will be distributed to hospitals and health centres around the  city.

           The first UN food convoy arrived in Baghdad yesterday afternoon.  A trip that should have taken only two days  took four due to the lack of security and the need to prepare a secured warehouse in the city, said a World Food  Programme (WFP) official.  The convoy had 1,400 tons of food, which is enough for half the population of Baghdad, but  only for one day.  In a very short time, the UN will need to send more than six times this quantity every day from Jordan, WFP says.

           Meanwhile in the north, the delivery of food continues to increase rapidly.  Since the start of its cross-border operations from Turkey 17 days ago, WFP has increased the shipments by 200 per cent.  The agency now provides nearly 50 per cent of the average monthly food requirement in the north.

           For its part, the Office of the UN High Commissioner (UNHCR) for Refugees says its staff working in

     no-man's-land at al-Karama, between Jordan and Iraq, reports that another 100 persons had reached the border between late yesterday and this morning, bringing the total number of people in the makeshift encampment on Jordan's frontier to more than 1,050.  UNHCR is working with local relief organizations to increase the number of  shelters and other basic facilities at the windswept border encampment.  Most of the arrivals are ethnic Kurds from Iran and Palestinians.

           For more information, please pick up the Amman briefing notes upstairs.

           **Iraq -– Kuwait

           Out on the racks is the Secretary-General’s report on the activities of the High Level Coordinator on the issue of the return of all Kuwaiti and third country nationals or their remains, Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov.

           In it the Secretary-General writes that the resumption of the meetings of the technical subcommittee of the Tripartite Commission last year had provided some hope for progress.  Those meetings were interrupted by the outbreak of conflict late last month.

           **International Criminal Court

           The Assembly of the States Parties to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC) resumed in  New York this morning, and the States, in a secret ballot, elected Argentine lawyer Luis Moreno Ocampo as the  Court’s first prosecutor.  Moreno Ocampo received all 78 valid ballots cast this morning.

           Moreno Ocampo was assistant prosecutor in the trials against Argentina’s military junta and led a team which  analyzed more than 10,000 human rights abuses in that country, among the many important cases with which he has  dealt.  We have copies of his curriculum vitae upstairs.

           Mr. Moreno Ocampo will also hold a press conference tomorrow in this room at 1 p.m., along with the

     President of the Assembly of States Parties, Ambassador Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein of Jordan, and the President of the International Criminal Court, Philippe Kirsch.

           This afternoon, the States Parties will also deal with budgetary matters for the Court.

           **Secretary-General in Vienna

           The Secretary-General left Greece today and traveled to Vienna, Austria, where he will have an official visit, although the official program begins tomorrow.

           Tomorrow morning, he will meet with the staff at the UN Office in Vienna, before having a meeting with  Austrian President Thomas Klestil.  Then on Wednesday, he will meet with the Foreign Minister, Benita

     Ferrero-Waldner, and Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel, and will also visit the Austrian Parliament.

           **Security Council

           There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council today.  Tomorrow, the Security Council is scheduled to hold consultations in the morning on the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission for Iraq (UNMOVIC), with a briefing by Executive Chairman Hans Blix.

           In the afternoon, the Council has scheduled consultations on the “oil-for-food” program with the Executive  Director of the Office of the Iraq Programme, Benon Sevan.

           **Kosovo

           Last Friday, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, announced a series of emergency measures to deal with Kosovo’s electricity problems, including the appropriation of 17.3 million euro,  taken from last year’s budget surplus, to meet emergency repair needs for Kosovo’s power plants.

           In addition, Steiner said he aimed for an electricity load-shedding schedule, in which electricity would be  turned on for four hours and then off for two hours -– or possibly on for five hours and off for one, during the spring and  summer.

           We have more details in the press release.

           **SARS

           The World Health Organization (WHO) is sending this week a second expert team to China, in Shanghai, to  monitor the outbreak there.  The WHO says the recent outbreaks in Canada and Hong Kong have raised important new questions concerning the possibility of transmission from the environmental source and its potential to move into the wider community.

           So far, a total of 3,547 cases with 182 deaths have been reported from

     25 countries.  These figures do not include the military hospitals in Beijing, as those hospitals are not obliged by Chinese law to report cases to health authorities.  However, a WHO team began visits to Beijing’s military hospitals  last week.

           More information is available in a press release upstairs.

           **United Nations Fund for International Partnership

           World Chronicle programme no. 891 with Amir Dossal, Executive Director of the UN Fund for International  Partnership, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

           That is all I have for you. Any questions?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  The Secretary-General, in answering a question on Cyprus, has said:  “As to your question whether the UN or I will be prepared to get involved…” Through this language, does the Secretary-General distinguish himself from the UN?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  No, I don’t think that is what he meant.  What he meant to say was that his Good Offices will be available if he sees clear signs from both sides with commitment to make real progress on the issue.  That is what he meant:  his Good Offices will be available.

           Question:  From the same transcript, the Secretary-General says that, concerning the Middle East, the two  parties should not set conditions.  Does that mean that he wants them to accept the “road map” as it is?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  The Secretary-General has said many times that he hoped that the road map should be published as soon as possible.  Meanwhile, there have been reports in the media that a  certain party would like to make some changes.  He was addressing those reports and wanted to clarify his position  regarding the road map.

           Question:  His position is then that there should be no change in the road map?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  That is what he said, yes.

           Thank you so much.

                                              * *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesperson for the Secretary-General.

           **Secretary-General Addresses European Conference

           The Secretary-General met with French President Jacques Chirac this morning before the opening of the European Conference in Athens.  The President raised the situation in Côte d’Ivoire before turning to Iraq.  They discussed approaches to post-conflict Iraq and the prospects for the broader region.

           At a press encounter afterwards, the President affirmed France’s support for a central UN role in restoring stability to Iraq and to the region.  The Secretary-General said that he hoped that, in a short while, details of the UN role in Iraq could be defined and that the Security Council would work together to help the Iraqi people rebuild their  country and a peaceful future.

           The Secretary-General then joined some 40 European leaders for the opening of the European Conference. 

     Referring to the war in Iraq, he said, “No issue has so divided the world since the end of the cold war”.  But, he added, “The world cannot afford a long period of recrimination”.

           He proposed defining a set of principles around which all could rally in order to advance the well-being of the  Iraqi people:  the sovereignty, political independence and territorial integrity of Iraq; the right of Iraqis to determine their  own system of government and control their own natural resources; the need to help Iraqis end their isolation and return to normal life; and the need for any UN role to be established by the Security Council and given the necessary resources.

           In his speech, he also told the EU leaders that he shared their disappointment that Cyprus is entering the

     Union as a still-divided island, but he added that he did not doubt that there will eventually be a settlement, and that  “all that is lacking is the necessary political will”.  We have copies of his statement upstairs.

           Costas Simitis, the Prime Minister of Greece, who chaired the meeting as EU President, then read out a

     Presidential Statement approved by EU members, which said, in part, that “the UN must play a central role, including in the process leading towards self-government for the Iraqi people, utilizing its capacity and experiences in post-conflict nation building”.

           In the margins of the European Conference, the Secretary-General met with the Prime Minister of Bulgaria, Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, and then with the Prime Minister of Italy, Silvio Berlusconi.  Iraq dominated both of those  discussions.

           The Secretary-General attended an official luncheon hosted by Prime Minister Simitis, and then, in the

     evening, was to have a meeting with him and his Foreign Minister, George Papandreou.  The Secretary-General and his wife Nane are later to be the dinner guests of Mr. and Mrs. Simitis.

           **Secretary-General Travels

           Although his official work in Athens concludes today, the Secretary-General’s travels in Europe will continue through the end of this month.  On Monday, the Secretary-General will leave Greece to travel to Vienna, where he will have an official visit, at the invitation of the Austrian Government, on 22 and  23 April.

           Next Tuesday morning, he will meet with the Director-General of the UN Office in Vienna, Antonio Maria Costa, and with UN staff in Vienna, before having a meeting with Austrian President Thomas Klestil.  Then on Wednesday, he will meet with Foreign Minister Benita Ferrero-Waldner and Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel, and also will visit the Austrian Parliament.

           Later that day, he will travel to Geneva, where, on Thursday the 24th, he will address the Commission on Human Rights before leaving for Paris.  On Friday and Saturday in France, the Secretary-General will attend the two-day spring session of the Chief Executives Board, which brings together the heads of all UN departments, agencies and programmes.  This session of the Board will focus on follow-up to the Millennium Summit, and the challenge of sustainable development.

           The following Sunday, 27 April, the Secretary-General will travel back to Switzerland, for an official visit, which will include meetings in Bern on Tuesday the 29th with Swiss President Pascal Couchepin and other senior officials.  He is scheduled to return to New York on Wednesday, 30 April.

           **Iraq -– Humanitarian Assistance

           A spokesman for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in Amman said that, according to UNICEF national staff in  Baghdad, all civic services have essentially ceased to exist in the capital.  There is no garbage collection, and this means that refuse is piling up all over the city, further adding to the risks of disease.  Even at hospitals, there is no one to collect the refuse, with stacks of bio-waste piling up outside hospitals.  UNICEF is now looking into ways to contract trucks and drivers to begin collecting refuse in the worst hit areas.  The World Health Organization (WHO) also reports that security continues to be an issue in the health sector.

           Clean water continues to be a priority need.  UNICEF staff in Baghdad are contracting water tankers to begin hauling clean water to hospitals.  Also, tankers from Kuwait carrying 400,000 litres of water went to Basra.  Other tankers went to Az Zubair and Umm Qasr.

           Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) today opened its first humanitarian lifeline into Baghdad since the start of the Iraq crisis, when a food aid convoy rolled out of Jordan headed for the Iraqi capital.  Some 50 trucks loaded with 1,400 metric tons of urgently needed wheat flour crossed the Jordanian-Iraqi border at Al-Karama early thismorning and are expected to reach Baghdad later on Thursday or tomorrow depending on road conditions.

           The convoy’s departure establishes WFP’s second and, potentially, most important humanitarian corridor into Iraq in less than two weeks.  Food aid is already flowing into the northern governorates through Turkey, but Aqaba in Jordan is expected to become a key port of entry for food being shipped to central and southern Iraq.  For more  information, please pick-up the Amman briefing notes upstairs.

           **Iraq - UNESCO

           On a related note, Koichiro Matsuura, Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) told experts meeting in Paris today that the fate of Iraqi heritage lies in the hands of  the international community.  “The only way that we will be able to safeguard these treasures and give them back to humanity”, he said, “is if we can count on the cohesion, coordination and determination of all concerned, at every level”.

           He added that he intended to ask the Secretary-General to submit the question of the illicit traffic in Iraqi artifacts to the Security Council for the adoption of a resolution imposing an embargo, over a limited period, on the acquisition of all Iraqi cultural objects and calling for the return of any items to Iraq that may have already been acquired.

           At the end of the meeting, the assembled experts issued a statement in which they called for Iraq’s cultural assets to be guarded by the military forces in place and also supported an immediate ban on the trade of Iraqi cultural objects.  We have a press release with more information and after this briefing, at 12:30 p.m., UNESCO experts in Paris will be available to talk to you via video phone.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding consultations on the Central African Republic and the Central African region. The Secretary-General’s Representative General Lamine Cissé, who heads the UN Peace-Building Mission in the Central African Republic (BONUCA), briefed Council members on the latest developments in that country and the work of his mission.

           Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh then briefed on the regional situation in Central Africa.  Kalomoh proposed that the Secretary-General would like to dispatch a multidisciplinary mission to the Central African region to assess needs and challenges and to consult with governments and subregional institutions on how best to tackle these issues.  Details of such a mission and dates are still being worked out.

           Security Council President, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico, is expected to read out press

     statements on both subjects.  And for the record, the Council President early yesterday evening read out a press statement on Burundi in which members paid tribute to the upcoming political change in Burundi.  They underlined the importance of President Pierre Buyoya’s commitment to the 1st of May handover.

           **Secretary-General’s Report on Kosovo

           In his latest report to the Security Council on Kosovo, which is out on the racks today, the Secretary-Generalsays that, in the first three months of this year, a significant process of transferring further responsibilities to the Kosovo Provisional Institutions of Self-Government was launched.  However, he adds, “Kosovo still has some way to go in establishing representative and functioning institutions”.

           At the same time, the Secretary-General says, the transfer must proceed, so that the Provisional Institutions become accountable to the people of Kosovo.  Yet he also calls for all local leaders to work together to consolidate these institutions by focusing on substance and practical results instead of holding institutional developments hostageto political or ethnic differences.

           The UN Mission in Kosovo notes an apparent increase in organized crime, and ethnic violence and crime seems to be on the rise again after a decline in December 2002.  The Security Council has scheduled an open meeting on Kosovo next Wednesday.

           **Kosovo

           The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Michael Steiner, yesterday visited the

     municipality of Zvecan, where a railway bridge had been blown up on 12 April, and he said that bombing was “an act of terrorism and not an ordinary crime”.

           Speaking to reporters at the bridge site, which was severely damaged in the bombing, he said, “This is what the whole world is trying to combat”.  Two people, suspected to have been behind the bombing, also died in the explosion.  Steiner said that UN police and the Kosovo Force peacekeepers would increase their presence in the area, and on bridges connecting Kosovo to Serbia.  We have a press release with more details.

           **Afghanistan

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan confirmed that all troops aligned to Jumbesh and Jamiat have withdrawn from the centre of Maimana City in Faryab to the outskirts of the city, according to the agreement signed by the two on Friday,

     10 April, following the recent outbreak of fighting in that part of the country on 8 April.

           An agreement was also reached on the evening of 14 April to form a neutral police force with names of

     nominees to be submitted to the Governor.  UNAMA will provide a police advisor and a military advisor to the force.   Calm has returned to the city, people are getting on with business and United Nations and non-governmental organization offices are open for business.  You can pick up the press briefing note from Kabul with more about Afghanistan.

           **Afghanistan -- Insecurity

           The UN High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers expressed serious concern over the deteriorating security situation in parts of Afghanistan, saying it was hampering efforts to support returning refugees and internally displaced people.  UNHCR urged that concrete action be taken to improve the security situation in southern Afghanistan.  Large areas of south-eastern Afghanistan remain off limits to aid agency staff.  There’s a press release with more information.

           **Sudan –- Human Rights

           The Commission on Human Rights yesterday afternoon passed resolutions expressing concern at the human rights situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Turkmenistan and Myanmar, but rejected resolutions concerning Sudan and Zimbabwe.

           In the case of Sudan, a resolution on that country’s human rights record was rejected by a vote of 24 in favor, 26 against and three abstentions.  As a result of that vote, the mandate of the Special Rapporteur dealing with Sudan has been terminated.

           **UNDP in Nigeria

           As Nigeria’s nearly 61 million registered voters prepare to head to polls this weekend to elect a President, the  United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is managing a $10.5 million effort to help strengthen the country’s capacity to run the polls effectively.

           The project, a partnership between UNDP and the UN Electoral Assistance Division, includes the fielding of  some 10,000 Nigerian election observers and providing transportation and other assistance to 120 election observers  from the European Union.  UNDP has a press release out with more details.

           **Secretary-General Message on the Black Sea

           Tomorrow, in Armenia, the eighth meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the Black Sea Economic  Cooperation Organization is taking place, and we have a message out from the Secretary-General welcoming the work that the regional group performs in fighting organized crime and terrorism and in pursuing wide-ranging economic,  social and democratic reforms.

           In his message, the Secretary-General welcomes the efforts by the Black Sea nations to establish closer

     relations with the European Union, and says he looks forward to bringing even more constructive ties between the Organization and the United Nations.

           **Budget

           The United Kingdom today became the 75th member state to pay its 2003 regular budget contribution with a  payment of more than $74 million.

           **Coalition for the International Criminal Court

           At 10 a.m., on Monday, the Mission of Jordan will be sponsoring a press conference by William Pace of the  Coalition for the International Criminal Court, together with other members of the Coalition’s Steering Committee.

           We have the week ahead available for you to pick up in the Spokesman’s Office.  That’s all I have before we move on to UNESCO’s activities. 

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   On the whole issue of lifting sanctions against Iraq, from a UN perspective can you address whatthe UN feels needs to happen before those sanctions are lifted and what options are available to the Security Council?

           Spokesman: Sanctions are dealt with by the Security Council.  So, I’m afraid that whatever the Security

     Council will decide on that matter, it will be up to them.  They are their own masters of deliberation.  So, I am afraid I don’t have any comments to make on that.

           Question:   Is there any news from WHO on SARS?

           Spokesman:  We had some news yesterday, but today there is no update.  I don’t know whether you have already read yesterday’s story.  If you haven’t, we can get a copy of the press release from WHO for you.

           Question:   If the sanctions on Iraq are lifted, then the “oil-for-food” programme may be changed or lifted too,  right?

           Spokesman:  “If” -- that’s a hypothetical question.  I’m afraid at this stage I can’t make any comment on that. 

     It will be up to the Security Council.

                                              * *** *
__




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "MARSHARABS" ��The Herald (Glasgow) - Restoring Eden from a wet wasteland;Scientists study ways to return the unique environment to marsh Arabs� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshland" ��Times-Picayune (New Orleans, LA) -  Ruined marshland and its people may find new life


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Iraq" ��FOX TV NEWS - Iraq War Not Over for Junk Scientists�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Scientists" ��The Associated Press -  Scientists debate depleted uranium weapons' possible contamination of Iraq, civilians


�� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��The Economic Times - UNEP worry over uranium� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bomb" ��Inter Press Service - IRAQ: Cluster bomb 'duds' leave behind a minefield�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Hazards" ��National Public Radio (NPR) - Health and environmental hazards posed by depleted uranium exposure


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Shells" ��Europe Environment - Depleted uranium: possible inquiry into use of depleted uranium shells in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "CFC" ��China Daily CFC target set by China for 2010� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Geothermal" ��ENS - African Geothermal Power Shows Development Potential�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Hyacinth" ��Hoovers Online -Lake Victoria Future Doubtful Due to Hyacinth� 
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