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Tributes pour in for slain UN envoy 
Thursday, 21 August 2003, 9:11 pm



Tributes pour in for slain UN envoy as world body vows to pursue its mission 

The United Nations system worldwide paid homage today to top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello and other staffers killed in Tuesday’s terrorist bombing in Baghdad, expressing sorrow at the grievous loss, voicing outrage at the savage attack and vowing to redouble the world body’s humanitarian and peacekeeping work. 

From Geneva to Gaza to Bangkok to Nairobi to Timor-Leste – a veritable world atlas of places Mr. Vieira de Mello had touched with his humanitarian and peacekeeping work during more than 30 years of service – UN agency chiefs echoed Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s expressions yesterday of his own personal grief and the terrible loss the entire international community had suffered with the death of his Special Representative for Iraq and High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

“This outrageous act of violence was aimed directly at those who are trying to help the people of Iraq to rebuild their damaged country. Our WHO and UN colleagues, from countries around the world, are completely committed to helping restore basic services and rebuild the health system in Iraq,” World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Lee Jong-wook declared. 

“Throughout a long and impressive UN career, Sergio has served the people who needed him most with skill, compassion and good humour. This single act of terrorism deprives the Iraqi people, and people everywhere, of a great advocate and a fine man. He will be sorely missed,” Dr. Lee said in a statement released in Geneva. 

Noting that many other UN colleagues were killed or injured in “this cruel bombing,” he added: “WHO’s mission, in Iraq as elsewhere, is to provide the highest attainable standard of health for every human being. This work is vitally important and we must now work to ensure that it is not interrupted as a result of this brutal act of violence.” 

The Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, who has been standing in for Mr. Vieira de Mello during his absence in Baghdad, likewise emphasized that the highest tribute that could be paid to the slain diplomat was a recommitment to carry out the UN’s humanitarian mission. 

“The United Nations, Iraq and the world have lost a tireless and selfless public servant who paid the ultimate price doing what he believed in deeply: defending the inherent and inalienable dignity and rights of every human being,” Mr. Ramcharan said in a statement. 

“We believe the best tribute we could pay to Sergio and the other colleagues who lost their lives in this despicable attack is to carry on with their mission of assisting the people of Iraq to rebuild their country and build a solid foundation of human rights,” he added. 

Calling Mr. Vieira de Mello “an outstanding and charismatic diplomat,” the Director-General of the UN’s Geneva headquarters, Sergei Ordzhonikidze said the tragedy “will not break the will of the international community or undermine the vital role of the United Nations in Iraq. It will only double our determination to continue assisting the Iraqi people restore peace and stability to their country,” he added. 

In Gaza, the head of the main UN relief agency for Palestine refugees summoned staff to a special ceremony to observe a moment of silence. 

“Yesterday’s brutal killing of humanitarian workers, both Iraqi and international, is an especially cruel blow because the UN was committed to help rebuild the lives of the Iraqi people, which have been so devastated by war and sanctions,” said Peter Hansen, Commissioner-General of UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA). 

“This was a horrifying and senseless attack on the people engaged in the rebuilding effort,” he added. “In the blast, we lost Sergio Vieira de Mello, a man I knew to be devoted to resolving conflicts and helping its victims, including refugees, recover their independence and well-being. He was in Iraq to do the same.” 

Mr. Hansen also paid tribute to another UN official killed in the blast, Rick Hooper, who had worked for UNRWA for over five years. 

Half a world away in Bangkok, staffers at the headquarters of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) also observed a minute’s silence. 

“We can only express the hope that our dear friends and colleagues who perished in Baghdad did not die in vain and that stability will soon return to the Iraqi nation and its people,” ESCAP Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su said. 

In the new Pacific nation of Timor-Leste, which Mr. Vieira de Mello helped guide to independence as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, his successor reported “an outpouring of shock, outrage and mourning at the passing of this loved and admired compatriot of the Timorese people.” 

“With his memorable contribution, Sergio won the admiration and gratitude of the leaders as well as of the people of Timor-Leste of all ages,” Special Representative Kamalesh Sharma said in a message. “All who knew him and of him will be distraught with sorrow.” 

In Nairobi, Kenya, some 600 staff attended a ceremony of solidarity with colleagues in Baghdad. Expressing the shock and sorrow of all staff in a letter to Mr. Annan, Klaus Toepfer, Director-General of the UN Office at Nairobi and Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme, suggested that the new UN library in Nairobi be named in Mr. Vieira de Mello's honour. 

"The experience, commitment, compassion and diplomacy that he embodied in his long and distinguished career are the very qualities the United Nations, and indeed all humanity, needs more urgently today than ever before," Mr. Toepfer added. 

The Executive Director of the UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), Anna Tibaijuka, also addressed the Nairobi memorial meeting. "In losing Mr. Vieira de Mello, the Iraqi people have lost a friend and the world has lost a champion of justice and freedom," she said. "The only way we can pay tribute to the man is to continue the UN mission to establish peace and prosperity in Iraq." 

In New York, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) joined the long line of mourners. Expressing both sadness and horror, Executive Director Thoraya Ahmed Obaid echoed Mr. Annan’s words in praising Mr. Vieira de Mello as “an outstanding servant of humanity, dedicated to relieving the suffering of his fellow men and women, helping them resolve their conflicts and rebuild their war-torn societies.” 

“It is tragic that he has now given his life in that cause, along with others who, like him, were devoted and much-valued servants of the United Nations,” Ms. Obaid added. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC Monitoring International Reports 

August 21, 2003 

THREE KENYAN UN WORKERS SAID AMONG THOSE MISSING IN IRAQ BLAST 

The fate of three Kenyans working for the UN in Baghdad, Iraq is still unknown, the UN headquarters at Gigiri in Nairobi said yesterday. 

      At the same time, the UN said it could not release their identities until their fate is established. It said the

      trio's identities will only be revealed once the respective families are consulted. The three are among some

      300 staff working for the UN in Iraq. Addressing the UN staff in Gigiri during a memorial service in honour of  their departed colleagues yesterday, UN Assistant Secretary-General Mr Shafqat Kakakhel said the bombing  was unjustified. 

      Kakakhel, who is also the Deputy UNEP Executive Director read UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan's message.

      The staff particularly mourned the death of the top envoy Sergio Viera de Melllo. (Passage omitted) 

      Source: East African Standard web site, Nairobi, in English 21 Aug 03

______________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

August 21, 2003, 

Young environmentalists to gather in Russia on sustainable development
NAIROBI Aug. 21 (Xinhua) --Young environmentalists from more than 60 countries will meet in Russian town  of Dubna to discuss environmental topics vital to sustainable development in the 21st century, United

Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said here Thursday.

      The Tunza International Youth Conference, sponsored by UNEP and the government of the Moscow Region,  will take place from Aug. 25 to 27, UNEP said in a press release.

      The 150 participants, aged from 15 to 24, will work to produce three major outcomes from the conference: a  series of regional action plans, ten commitments on sustainable development, and the compilation of a

how-to-do on-line database and action kit, according to the release. 

      The participants will hold discussions on the implementation of a long-term strategy to engage children and  youth in environmental decision making and action, at the community level and regionally.

      Meanwhile, the conference will elect the members of the Tunza Youth Advisory Council, a group of

representatives who advise UNEP on better ways of engaging and involving young people in its activities.  

      The conference will also feature the launch of a new UNEP State of the Environment Report prepared by

and for young people entitled "Tunza: Acting for a Better World."

      "Young people have a critical role to play in shaping the environment and helping to deliver a less

poverty-riven world now and in the future," Klaus Topfer, executive director of UNEP, was quoted as saying.

      "We want to work with young people to spread this philosophy from the Dubna conference, through

concrete actions, to their homes, communities and countries all around the globe," said Topfer, who is also

co-chairman of the conference, alongside Boris Gromov, governor of the Moscow Region.

      Tunza means "to treat with care and affection" in the Kiswahili language of Kenya, where UNEP is based.

      This year's Tunza conference is one of the first outcomes of the UNEP Tunza strategy agreed by countries

at the world body's 22nd governing council in February.

      It will be followed up in July 2004 with the Tunza International Children's Conference taking place in New

London, Connecticut, the United States.

______________________________________________________________________________________

The Economic Times 

August 21, 2003 

 STRAIGHT ANSWERS 

GOPAL JAIN, Programme Officer, Centre for Environment Education (CEE), On the recent Asia-level workshop  on youth for environment. 

      What did the conference focus on? 

      This Asia regional workshop was organised by the youth caucus representative of the Commonwealth youth  programme. The main objective was to create awareness about key environmental concerns among

      youngsters in the Commonwealth region. 

      The Commonwealth has not emphasised much on environmental issues, hence the idea was to get

      youngsters involved as they are the main stake holders in the future. 

      Secondly, we hoped to develop an action plan on projects and activities that could be conducted by youth

      organisations. Delegates from six countries - Malaysia, Maldives, Bangladesh, Brunei, Singapore, Sri Lanka and India - attended the workshop. 

      Do environmental concerns differ from country to country? 

      We discussed around 16 key concerns such as water resource management, climate change including global warming and sea level rise, impact of tourism, energy and so on. The extent of these problems differed in each country. For instance, in Maldives the burning issue was that of climate change and sea level change,

it challenged their very existence. 

      Similarly, in Brunei, pollution was a problem while in India water depletion, vehicular pollution and such issues dominated. The interaction with member countries therefore, helped in finding a direction to their action

plans. 

      What more needs to be done to further youth participation in environmental issues? 

      At the end of the workshop, we decided to form a bigger group, Asia Youth Environment Network (AYEN) in  Singapore which will cover South Asia and South East Asia. The aim is to set up a network which will seek the experience of other existing youth networks in the region. 

      It has been noticed that youth organisations are not adequately represented at different levels in society.

AYEN will therefore, regularly correspond to important organisations such as UNEP, SAYEN (South Asia

Youth Environment Network) and donor agencies like USAID as well as governments. 

      TIMES NEWS NETWORK

______________________________________________________________________________________

New York Times

August 22, 2003

Inquiry of U.N. Bombing Focuses on Possible Ties to Iraqi Guards
By DEXTER FILKINS 

     BAGHDAD, Iraq, Aug. 21 — American investigators looking into the suicide bombing of the United Nations compound on Tuesday are   focusing on the possibility that the attackers were assisted by Iraqi security guards who worked there, a senior American official here said  today. 

The official said all of the guards at the compound were agents of the Iraqi secret services, to whom they reported on United Nations activities before the war. The United Nations continued to employ them after the war was over, the official said. 

The official said that when investigators began questioning the guards, two of them asserted that they were entitled to "diplomatic immunity" and refused to cooperate. Diplomats working in foreign countries are often entitled to immunity from prosecution by local authorities, but the official said the two guards could make no such claim. 

Investigators are continuing to question the guards, the official said.

"We believe the U.N.'s security was seriously compromised," the official said, adding that "we have serious concerns about the placement of the vehicle" and the timing of the attack. The bomb exploded directly under the third-floor office of the United Nations coordinator for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, while he was meeting with a prominent American human rights advocate, Arthur C. Helton. Both men were killed, along with

several top aides to Mr. Vieira de Mello. 

In New York, a United Nations official reacted skeptically to the assertions. "All of us are trying to get to the bottom of this," said Fred Eckhard, spokesman for the secretary general, Kofi Annan. "In fact, the secretary general is sending his security coordinator to Baghdad this evening to investigate the bombing. But the task is not made easier by the conspiracy theories circulating. We'll have to separate as best we can fact from

speculation." 

No one connected to the United Nations office in Baghdad, which was demolished in the bombing, could be reached for comment. The United Nations had a large presence in Iraq before the war, running the oil-for-food program and housing teams of weapons inspectors. 

The American official said investigators were trying to determine which, if any, of the guards failed to report to work the day of the attack. Even before the war, the government of Saddam Hussein was widely known to assign intelligence agents to guard and guide foreigners visiting or living in the country. 

Suspicions have focused on the guards rather than other local United Nations personnel because their links to Mr. Hussein's security service were close. Under the former government, they had to report to the security service once a week on the activities of United Nations personnel, western officials said. 

Even so, United Nations administrators retained the guards after Mr. Hussein's government was removed. American officials said earlier this week that the administrators had also turned down an American offer to provide greater security around the building. 

The American official also questioned the wisdom of United Nations officials who ordered the construction of a cement wall around the compound. In some places, he pointed out, the wall was just 12 feet from the building. 

Tensions have repeatedly flared between the United States and the United Nations over Iraq. The United Nations has been confined to a marginal role in Iraq since the war, and had sought to project a sympathetic and approachable image to the Iraqi people, partly by shunning the heavy protection surrounding American troops and installations here. 

In the attack on Tuesday, the deadliest ever against the organization, a suicide bomber drove a flatbed truck loaded with 1,500 pounds of explosives up to the wall of the compound and set it off. Rescue workers pulled three more bodies out of the rubble today, bringing the total dead to 23. 

At the scene of the bombing, a green military backhoe lifted great chunks of the rubble and dropped them into dump trucks to spread it out on the ground for later examination. The work paused momentarily to allow two dogs from a Turkish cadaver team to search the wreckage for missing bodies or body parts. None were found. 

Throughout the day, United Nations staffers came to gape at the wreckage of what had been their offices and to try to salvage the hard drives of their computers. Looking at the remnants of the office of Mr. Vieira de Mello, one woman gasped: "How could they have left this place so unprotected?" 

The possibility that Iraqi security guards had cooperated in the bombing increased suspicions that Mr. Vieira de Mello was a target of the attack, the American official said. The truck pulled up to the wall just below his office while he was inside meeting with other American officials. 

"We are very concerned about the possibility" that Mr. De Mello was chosen as a target, the official said. 

The official said that the revelation that former agents of Mr. Hussein were still working at the compound had also added to their suspicions that it was loyalists to the deposed president who carried out the attack. 

Investigators said yesterday that they were intrigued by the discovery that the explosive device used in the attack consisted of an array of munitions, including mortar shells, hand grenades and a Soviet-made 500-pound bomb. 

Iraqi munitions, looted from storehouses and dumped by army veterans, were widely available in the days after the war. Many munitions storage sites, like so many other government facilities here, were looted in the chaos that followed the removal of Mr. Hussein's government. So many weapons and munitions flooded the streets that they could be purchased at prices well-below cost. 

The American official said the investigators had determined that the Russian-made truck was not registered with the Iraqi government, meaning that it may have entered the country after the war. The Israeli ambassador to the United Nations, Dan Gillerman, said today in New York that the truck had entered the country from Syria. 

The American official said that investigators had recovered the vehicle identification number for the truck and were trying to trace it back to its owner. 

Also today, a previously unknown Iraqi group called the Armed Vanguards of the Second Muhammad Army had claimed responsibility for the attack in a statement sent to an Arabic television channel, Al Arabiya.

"The statement promised to make war on all foreigners," the station said.

"It warned Arab countries against sending armed forces to Iraq and called for continuing what it called acts of jihad against all those who help the Americans, even if they are Arab or Muslim." 

There was no way to verify the authenticity of the statement. But in the days since the bombings, some Iraqi officials have raised the possibility that loyalists of Mr. Hussein are now collaborating with radical Islamic groups to attack Western targets. Mr. Hussein is believed to have access to dozens of safe houses in Baghdad and areas north and west of the capital. 

A senior Iraqi official said this week that recent intelligence suggested that Mr. Hussein's loyalists had made their money and hideouts available to Islamic militant groups like Ansar al-Islam, which American officials believe has been plotting attacks against Western targets in Baghdad. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Daily News, Bahrain

UN staff mourn top Iraq envoy 

By SOMAN BABY

MANAMA
THE United Nations' Bahrain office yesterday mourned UN special envoy to Iraq Sergio Vieira de Mello, who was killed in the attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad on Tuesday. A memorial service held at the UN House in Manama was attended by staff of several UN agencies in Bahrain.

UN Environment Programme (Unep) West Asia regional director Dr Mahmood Yousif Abdulraheem read out the message from UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, following which the staff observed a one-minute silence.

Mr Annan described Mr De Mello as "an outstanding servant of humanity, dedicated to relieving the suffering of his fellow men and women, helping them to resolve their conflicts and rebuild their war-torn societies." 

"The death of any colleague is hard to bear, but I can think of no one we could less afford to spare, or who would be more actually missed throughout the UN system, than Sergio," he noted.

"In his work with the people of every continent, as an official of the High Commissioner for Refugees, as emergency relief co-ordinator, as my Special Representative in Kosovo and East Timor, and (all too briefly) as High Commissioner for Human Rights, in all those positions he impressed everyone with his charm, his energy, and his ability to get things done - not by force but by diplomacy and persuasion."

In Iraq, said Mr Annan, where he spent the last months of his life, he was working day and night to help the Iraqi people regain control of their own destiny and build a future of peace, justice and full independence.

"It is tragic that he has now given his life in that cause, along with others who, like him, were devoted and much-loved servants of the United Nations," he said.

"Those who killed him have committed a crime, not only against the UN but against Iraq itself.

"I share the grief of Sergio's family. We shall all miss him sorely, as a colleague and as a friend. 

"Let us all strive to be worthy of him, and to complete the work that he began, so that his death will not have been in vain." 

Dr Abdulraheem said the UN would continue its peace mission in the region and the rest of the world despite the most devastating attack on a UN facility. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire

August 20, 2003 

CONSERVATION: WORLD CONFERENCE TO FOCUS ON PRESERVING PROTECTED; AREAS

Dan Berman, Greenwire reporter
      Although the amount of protected natural areas worldwide has doubled over the past decade, continued environmental  stresses related to climate change, energy development and population growth threaten to erode those gains,  environmentalists said this week in preparation for an international summit on parks.

      Estimates indicate there are more than 102,000 protected areas worldwide covering about 700,000 square miles, or 13  percent of the world's land surface, according to the World Resources Institute. But while the focus for environmentalists during the 20th century was accumulating lands for protection, the question for the next century is how to maintain those lands  for continued preservation.

      "Many of these protected areas are the last strongholds of nature, and now global changes driven by humans are battering their doors," said Kenton Miller, WRI vice president for conservation and chair of the World Commission on Protected  Areas. "We must find ways to adapt to these changes to ensure  the long-term sustainability of our parks and protected areas." 

      Next month, Miller will join more than 2,500 other experts from 170 countries for the Fifth World Parks Congress in South Africa, a forum where delegates will discuss a long list of  threats to protected areas worldwide.

      Officials meeting in Washington yesterday said many of the recent gains in land conservation can be traced to the 1992  Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, which spawned the Convention on  Biological Diversity. The focus now must shift to contending with global environmental change and the myriad threats to these areas, said WRI President Jonathan Lash.

      New attention is being given to the status of parks and  protected areas beyond their scenic value, Miller said. For  example, nearly one-third of the world's largest cities --  including Bogota, Johannesburg and Rio de Janeiro -- draw at  least a portion of their water supply from protected forests, officials said, and the demand for water is threatening the  health of those ecosystems.

      Yet despite the increased pressure for water supplies, less than 5 percent of the world's watersheds are protected,  something global conservation community is striving to change. "We're using scientific methods to look for areas that have  specific roles in the way ecosystems work," such as vents in  oceans and watersheds in forests, Miller said. "Not all of these  places are beautiful."

      The United States has not played a leading role since the 1992 summit, the environmentalists said, noting that the world's  wealthiest country rejected the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Kyoto Protocol, which seeks to address climate  change by ratcheting down global greenhouse gas emissions.

      While 20 National Park Service employees will attend next month's summit in Durban, South Africa, some U.S. lawmakers are criticizing the conference as a paid junket, said John Waugh, acting director of the U.S. office of ICUN, the World Conservation Union.

      Quinn McKew, policy analyst at the National Parks Conservation Association, said the Bush administration's

      decision to oppose the expansion of national parks and protected areas is placing more of the conservation burden on private organizations.

      The administration has focused its attention on financing the $4.9 billion NPS maintenance backlog rather than expansion.  "It's great to have bathrooms that work, but that will not increase biodiversity in parks," McKew said of the administration's priorities.

      Environmentalists also have opposed the White House's push to open more undeveloped areas to oil and gas development, including Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and the Powder River Basin in the Rocky Mountains.

      Miller of WRI said he expects such fights between  preservation and development to continue on a global scale, noting a fight over an oil pipeline project in Peru and Bolivia that would cut through forests and parks in the Andes mountains.  "I think you'll find this happening in every country," he said.

      But Lash noted some improvement in the way oil and mining firms approach development projects, with several of the world's largest firms -- like Shell and BP -- opting to work with  environmental organizations to protect sensitive lands when   possible.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Heatwave Caused 1,300 Deaths in Portugal - Report 
  LISBON - Portuguese health authorities said 1,316 people had died from a heatwave that gripped the Iberian nation, news agency Lusa  reported. 

  The figures were from a preliminary Health Ministry report on deaths between late July and August 12, Lusa said late on Wednesday. The  estimate is based on a comparison with the same period last year. 

  The heatwave was the hottest and longest recorded in Portugal. It fanned the country's worst forest fires in more than 20 years, with an   area almost as big as Luxembourg destroyed and at least 15 people killed in blazes. 

  The heatwave affected much of Europe, causing forest fires and a number of deaths across the Continent. 

  The number of deaths in Portugal were less than during a 1981 heatwave and about the same as one in 1991 because of emergency measures put in place because of the fires, Lusa said


_________________________________________________________________________________________

 ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –21 August   2003

ww.tierramerica.-net

ENVIRONMENT-BRAZIL:
Activists Oppose Plans to Complete Nuclear 

Mario Osava 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Aug 21 (IPS) - A decade-long controversy over the building of a third nuclear power plant in Brazil has heated up again, with environmentalists launching a campaign to block the government's stated intention of completing the unfinished plant. 

Nuclear plants are dangerous and costly, and no techniques exist for safely storing the lethal waste for thousands of years, warns the new campaign by a coalition of environmental organisations led by Brazil's SOS Mata Atlantica Foundation and the Brazilian chapter of the international watchdog Greenpeace. 

''There is still no solution for nuclear waste'' six decades after the first reactor began to operate in the United States, the national coordinator of Greenpeace's energy campaign, Sergio Dialetachi, told IPS. 

He underlined that more than 120 accidents have already occurred worldwide, including the one at Chernobyl in 1986 in northern Ukraine, which at the time formed part of the Soviet Union. 

The coalition of some 20 non-governmental organisations has come together to block continued work on the partially-built power plant, after the administration of leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, a former trade unionist who took office in January, announced that it planned to finish construction on the plant. 

This month, TV ads featuring Rita Lee, considered the first lady of Brazilian rock, began to urge the public to oppose the project. 

Brazil already has two functioning nuclear plants, Angra-1 and Angra-2, which comprise the Admiral Alvaro Alberto Nuclear Plant located on a beach in the city of Angra dos Reis, less than 100 kms directly west of Rio de Janeiro. 

Brazil's ambitious but frustrated nuclear energy programme based on an agreement with Germany had also projected the construction of six other plants before the end of the 20th century. 

The equipment already purchased -- over a decade ago, in some cases -- for Angra-3 before construction came to a halt is worth an estimated 700 million dollars. 

Completing construction of the plant would require an additional 1.8 billion dollars in investment, Luiz Messias, the superintendent of projects at Eletronuclear, the state company in charge of the generation of nuclear energy, said in an interview with IPS. 

By completing Angra-3, the state will ''recuperate the investment that has already been made,'' and avoid the useless expense of 20 million dollars a year that goes towards maintenance of the unused equipment, he argued. 

Messias added that Angra-3 would share the infrastructure as well as the experience of the technical personnel at the two existing plants, which would cut costs and strengthen the industrial complex that produces nuclear fuel, by increasing demand. 

The Angra plants currently account for around four percent of the energy produced in this nation of 171 million, and are ''essential for guaranteeing reliable supplies of electricity for the states of Rio de Janeiro and Espiritu Santo,'' he maintained. 

Angra-3 would have the same potential for power generation as Angra-2 -- 1,350 megawatts -- and the capacity to generate more than 10 million megawatt-hours a year. 

Germany's decision to dismantle its own nuclear power sector by 2030 has provided fuel for the arguments of critics of Angra-3, who say the plant would depend on technology and equipment that are already being phased out elsewhere. Obtaining parts, for example, would become an increasingly difficult problem, said Dialetachi. 

Messias, however, denied that there is a global tendency to abandon nuclear energy, and said that on the contrary, the world is witnessing a return to that kind of electricity. 

''Opposition to nuclear energy is no longer so intense in Germany,'' and the situation is changing in Europe as a whole, where Britain is taking a close look at its energy prospects given the difficulties surrounding oil supplies, and Finland is getting ready to build a new nuclear plant, he said. 

In fact, he asserted, environmental questions have to do with that process, because many believe that only nuclear energy will help Europe meet the targets set by the Kyoto Protocol for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Although Messias admitted that the cost of building nuclear plants is still high -- around 2,000 dollars per kilowatt compared to 600 dollars for gas-fired plants -- he predicted that technological advances and large-scale electricity generation would eventually cut that cost in half. 

For his part, Eletronuclear marketing adviser Sergio Mathias told IPS that the costs of alternative and renewable sources like wind power and biomass were much higher. 

Furthermore, alternative sources of energy cover just three percent of global demand for electricity, after ''more than two decades of subsidies and research,'' while nuclear energy supplies more than 18 percent, he added. 

But in Brazil, it is the costly electricity generated by the Angra plants that receives heavy subsidies, Dialetachi pointed out, arguing that it would be more logical to subsidise renewable sources, which have enormous potential and are barely exploited by this country, South America's giant. 

There are also safety problems posed by storing the nuclear waste in the plant itself, until a final destination for the waste has been decided, and the emergency plan in case of accidents is full of holes, said Rafael Ribeiro, an adviser to the Angra Ecological Protection Association. 

A drill carried out on Jul. 31 to test the emergency response plan ''was a disgrace,'' he told IPS, because the neighbourhoods near the nuclear plant -- which are home to tens of thousands of people who would need to be evacuated in case of an accident -- did not even hear the warning siren. 

Angra Mayor Fernando Jordao demanded compliance with the clause of the agreements between Eletronuclear and the country's environmental authorities which stipulated that an emergency shelter be built for the local population to use in case of an accident. 

There are a total of 441 nuclear plants worldwide, most of which are concentrated in the world's wealthy nations and countries that previously formed part of the Soviet Union, according to the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency. 

Nuclear plants provide 80.1 percent of electricity in Lithuania and 78 percent of the energy consumed in France, the countries that rely most heavily on that source of energy. 

Last year, six new nuclear plants began to operate, including four in China. 

In Latin America, Argentina, Brazil and Mexico have two plants each, which account for just over seven percent of the electricity produced in Argentina and roughly four percent in the other two countries. (END/2003)

HEALTH-CENTRAL AMERICA:
Malaria on the Move 

Jorge A. Grochembake and Sandra Rodríguez 


GUATEMALA CITY/SAN SALVADOR, Aug 21 (Tierramérica) - Malaria could not be eradicated in Central America in the era of DDT (dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane) and remains entrenched in Panama, where two areas are suffering epidemic outbreaks, and has extended to areas of Guatemala that were until recently far removed from the disease. 

The insecticide DDT, containing a highly toxic and persistent organic chloride, was used in the isthmus until the 1980s as a strategic weapon against the anopheles mosquito that transmits malaria to humans via bites containing the protozoa Plasmodium falciparum. 

For reasons of public health, 85,000 tons of DDT were applied in Central America. The chemical was also used extensively as an agricultural pesticide, according to a study sponsored by the Pan-American Health Organisation (PAHO). 

In the region, 1.43 cases per 1,000 inhabitants were recorded in 2000, according to PAHO. 

But the mosquito's at least partial resistance to replacement insecticides, like deltametrine, utilised for the past several years in Panama, obligated authorities to use the organic phosphate phenitrothion, says Elsa Arenas, chief of the Health Ministry's disease vector control office. 

”The regions of Ngöbe Buglé, in the western province of Bocas del Toro, and the northeastern Kuna Yala, on the Colombian border, are suffering a true epidemic caused by the Plasmodium falciparum,” exacerbated since May, she told Tierramérica. 

”In addition to treating infected persons with the medications chloroquine and primaquine and eliminating the mosquito breeding sites using biological controls, in the case of Kuna Yala we employed phenitrothion, the use of which is strictly controlled in Panama,” said Arenas. 

”We'll remain on the alert because the risk of contagion in regions that are now under control will be extremely high as long as the mosquito exists in tropical areas,” said the health ministry official. 

The disease can be managed, but not eradicated, due to the fact that the habitat is ideal for anopheles reproduction, Arenas said. As of the last week of July, there were 2,765 people reported with malaria this year in Panama, compared to 1,426 in the same period in 2002. 

The flows of human migration towards developed areas within each country or within the region are considered contributing factors to the transmission of the disease and new epidemics. 

”In Guatemala, the problem historically was concentrated in the north of the country, in the departments of El Petén, Alta Verapaz, Izabal and El Quiché. But in the past five years it reached the southern coast,” Francisco Ardón, chief of epidemiology at the Guatemalan Ministry of Health, told Tierramérica. 

Malaria arrived in Escuintla, Suchitepéquez and Retalhuleu, on the Pacific, where major efforts are underway to combat the disease-transmitting mosquito. 

But by Jul. 19 there were 42,744 cases of malaria so far this year, a slight improvement on the 46,551 recorded in the same period last year. 

Ardón attributes this decline in cases to the prevention campaign. He also underscores that there was only one malaria-related death in the past 18 months. 

Fumigations against the mosquitoes do not use DDT, which has been banned in Guatemala since 1974. But Edwin Garzona, consultant with the Centre for Legal Environmental and Social Action, said in a conversation with Tierramérica that the pesticide continues to be smuggled into the country. 

Ardón acknowledged that DDT trafficking may be occurring, but the Ministry of Health does not have the resources to investigate smuggling, allegedly perpetrated by farmers. 

With 321 km of coastal plains into which numerous rivers flow, El Salvador also has conditions propitious for the propagation of malaria, which in the early 20th century was the leading cause of death in this country. 

But as of mid-July, only 21 cases had been recorded in El Salvador, compared to 70 in 2002, according to official figures. 

”Civil society's participation has been important in achieving results in areas considered high risk. Currently we have 3,500 participants,” whose efforts have permitted early diagnosis, says doctor Juan Hugo Francia, head of the malaria prevention program at the Salvadoran Ministry of Public Health. 

Household spraying with DDT was suspended in El Salvador in 1968, when the mosquito was found to be resistant to the pesticide, not because of the pesticide's toxicity. 

Fumigation of homes continued with piretroid poisons, used only in emergency situations, and at a cost four times that of DDT. 

Malaria affects some 300 million people in developing countries and claims a million lives worldwide each year. 

(Jorge A. Grochembake and Sandra Rodríguez are Tierramérica contributors.) 

* Originally published Aug. 16 by Latin American newspapers that are part of the Tierramérica network. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme: www.tierramerica.net
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
‘The ache in our souls is almost too much to bear,’ Annan tells grieving UN staff

*
Annan and Powell discuss increased security after Baghdad terrorist bombing

*
Two thirds of UN staff in Baghdad staying on to continue mission

*
Identification of Kuwaiti remains brings closure to families – Annan

Other news

*
Secretary-General deeply concerned by escalation in Middle East violence

*
UN team arrives in Liberia to survey needs of proposed peacekeeping force

*
Top UN refugee official meets DR of Congo President

*
UN-assisted commission collects 120 weapons in northern Afghanistan

* * * *
Iraq: Secretary-General

21 August – Declaring “the ache in our souls is almost too much to bear,” Secretary-General Kofi Annan sought today to console the grief of the United Nations family worldwide with a message of sheer determination to carry on undaunted by the deadly terrorist bombing Tuesday of UN offices in Iraq.

“If there is one way to honour the memory of colleagues murdered in the line of duty, it is to carry on with our work, determined and undaunted,” Mr. Annan told a memorial meeting of staff at UN Headquarters in New York, transmitted live by videoconference to UN offices around the world.

“The United Nations will not be reckless. Nor, however, will it be intimidated. The service of the UN is not simply a job. It is a calling, and those who have attacked us will not deflect us from it. We shall find a way to continue our work – that is, to continue helping the Iraqi people to rebuild their country and regain their sovereignty, under leaders of their own choosing,” he added.

As he mourned the death of Sergio Vieira de Mello, High Commissioner for Human Rights and his Special Representative for Iraq, and the others killed in the Baghdad bombing, the Secretary-General stressed the importance of the spirit of family among all UN staff.

“There are many implications to be considered. But today we come together as a family – to grieve, and to pay tribute to those we have lost. As a family we must take time to mourn our dead,” he said, adding that the overall death toll of 22 international and national staff was likely to rise since some injured are in critical condition and others are missing, perhaps buried under the rubble.

To the Baghdad staff, he declared: “We cannot know the shock you feel. We can only say ‘thank you’ for the tremendous fortitude you are showing in the midst of this terrible misfortune. Your work has been a source of great inspiration to all of us, and most of all to the people of Iraq.”

Praising the devotion of all the victims, whatever their function or national origin, Mr. Annan said: “Whether clerical worker, lawyer, driver or special representative, Iraqi or international, each of these men and women made a unique and invaluable contribution to our work.

“Each was committed to the human rights, sovereignty and well-being of the Iraqi people. And many had served the needs of other peoples, too. Each braved hardships, set aside longings for home or for a quiet life, and conquered their fears in order to help others overcome an era of terrible suffering. Each showed the world the caring, principled face of the international civil service. Each gave us something to be proud of,” he added.

Describing the attack as “more deliberate and vicious than anything that has been directed at us hitherto,” he said: “Today our hearts are heavy with loss. Our senses reel from the sights and sounds of one of the darkest days in the history of the United Nations. Even now, two days later, the images continue to come at us.”

The meeting, which ended with a minute’s silence, was the latest in a series of mourning ceremonies for the victims of the bombing, following a candlelight vigil last night near UN Headquarters in New York, which the Secretary-General also attended. 

* * *

Iraq

21 August – Determined to boost the safety of United Nations staff and stay the course in Iraq despite Tuesday’s deadly terrorist bombing, Secretary-General Kofi Annan discussed additional security measures today with United States Secretary of State Colin Powell.

“We have had a chance to review what needs to be done to strengthen our security and to continue our operations,” Mr. Annan told a joint news conference after meeting Mr. Powell at UN Headquarters in New York.

Mr. Powell said he was “very pleased” that Mr. Annan had reaffirmed that the United Nations would be staying in Baghdad, following the bombing that killed top UN envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello, and at least 21 others, and injured scores more.

“We will be working with the United Nations representatives in Baghdad on security matters,” Mr. Powell added. “We want the humanitarian workers and other workers in Iraq, the construction workers and others, to have a safe environment. It is a challenging environment but we will work closely with the United Nations to make sure that they can perform their work in as safe an environment as is possible considering the circumstances.”

Asked whether he was comfortable with the idea of expanding the UN mandate in Iraq, Mr. Annan made clear that, if it were expanded, maintaining security would not be part of it.

“We have focussed on the economic and political and reconstruction, and on the question of the security, we have no intention of recommending UN Blue Helmets,” he said, referring to the nickname given to UN peacekeepers for the colour of their helmets.

Overseeing security arrangements was the province of a multinational force, “with the UN focussing on the economic, political and social areas where we do our best work, including the [humanitarian],” he added.

In a closed-door briefing with the Security Council yesterday, Mr. Annan emphasized that security was ultimately the responsibility of the United States-run Coalition Provisional Authority.

Asked today whether he saw consensus in the Council on Iraq in view of earlier divisions over the war, he replied: “I think it is possible. I think it is possible to get a consensus, but it will take work, it will take consultations and negotiations, but I will not exclude it…An Iraq that is destabilized, an Iraq that is in chaos, is not in the interest of the region or the world, and we do have a responsibility to ensure that.”

Briefing the Council later, the main coalition partners, the United Kingdom and United States, expressed their sorrow at the deaths of Mr. Vieira de Mello and his colleagues and said efforts were underway to strengthen security.

US Ambassador John Negroponte said more than 30 nations had sent or committed forces to promote stability in Iraq, and efforts were continuing to engage other nations as well.

UK Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry invited the Council to hold a comprehensive discussion to determine the scope for action that would further the achievement of a successful Iraq.  Among the priorities was the need to enhance security, and it was necessary to consider what the Security Council needed to do in that respect, he added.

The other members of the Council responded to the briefing with statements

Mr. Annan is scheduled to meet UK Foreign Secretary Jack Straw tomorrow.

* * *

Iraq

21 August – Although some United Nations staff are leaving Iraq for medical treatment or stress counselling following Tuesday’s deadly terrorist attack, two thirds of the more than 300 employees are staying in the country, determined to carry on with their work, the acting head of UN operations in Baghdad said today.

More staff will be rotated into the country as others leave, and although administrative support may now be handled outside Baghdad, the core work that the UN is doing in Iraq will continue, UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq, Ramiro Lopes da Silva, told a news briefing. Staff numbers will be at about 200 as of the weekend, he said.

Mr. Lopes da Silva is acting head of UN operations following the death of Sergio Vieira de Mello, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Iraq.

Asked about security concerns, Mr. Lopes da Silva said the UN was an open organization and could not be divided from the people that it served, entailing a certain level of vulnerability. He said that he was unaware of any exchange, however, about any UN refusal to accept a stronger United States security presence.

Mr. Annan said yesterday he, too, did not know of such a refusal but if the UN did turn down the offer, “it was not correct, and they should not have been allowed to turn it down.”

As of noon today the death toll from attack had reached 22, the UN Security Coordinator’s Office said. Eighteen bodies have been identified, including 10 UN international and five national staff. Two other bodies have not been identified, and another two people are missing and believed dead. An earlier death toll mentioned 23, but it was learned that one staff member who was believed dead was indeed alive and had made contact with her family.

* * *
Iraq/Kuwait

21 August – The remains of some of the Kuwaitis listed missing for more than 12 years since Iraq’s invasion of its southern neighbour have been identified among the bodies found in mass graves, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in his latest report on the repatriation of all Kuwaiti and third-country nationals or their mortal remains.

In his report to the Security Council, Mr. Annan says that the identification of the remains has brought a sense of closure for family members and extends his “heartfelt condolences” to those “who suffered more than 12 years of uncertainty.”

His High-level Coordinator on the issue, Yuli Vorontsov of the Russian Federation, recently expressed his view that the situation in Iraq is now favourable for intensifying efforts to search in earnest for the 605 missing Kuwaitis and third-country nationals, whose fate remains unknown since the Persian Gulf war in 1991.

Mr. Annan voices his hope that all files will be resolved in the months to come through continuing collaboration between Kuwaiti officials and coalition authorities to recover and identify the remains.

“The Tripartite Commission, the principal mechanism for resolving the Kuwaiti missing persons issue, recently formulated procedures to exhume and identify the mortal remains of missing Kuwaitis at its Technical Subcommittee meeting. I believe these efforts should intensify so as to resolve Kuwait’s long-standing humanitarian concerns,” he says.

The Secretary-General recommends that in light of the ongoing progress in the relocation issue, the Security Council may consider bringing the Coordinator’s mandate to a close when the next report, issued every four months, is submitted this December.

* * *

Middle East

21 August – The United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced deep concern at the sharp escalation in violence in the Middle East, and calling on both sides to curb their actions he reaffirmed the importance of sticking to the Road Map peace plan.

“While recognizing the right of Israel to live in security, Israel does not have the right to resort to extra-judicial measures, as it used today in the Gaza Strip,” said a statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan in New York. “The Secretary-General calls upon the Government of Israel to exercise restraint and to halt its current military actions, so as to enable the Palestinian Authority to take the necessary steps to bring extremist groups under control and ensure the truce continues.”

Mr. Annan also “urges the Government of Abu Mazen to act rapidly to that end and expresses his strong concern at the announcement that Hamas has renounced the truce,” the statement added.

“The Secretary-General continues to believe that security and stability for both Israelis and Palestinians can best be achieved through the political process set out in the Quartet’s Road Map,” the statement concluded, referring to the plan by the UN, United States, European Union and Russian Federation that calls for Israel and the Palestinians to take a series of parallel and reciprocal steps culminating in the achievement of two states living side by side in peace by 2005.

* * *

Liberia

21 August – A United Nations assessment team arrived today in Monrovia for a first-hand look at security and humanitarian conditions inside the war-wrecked Liberian capital, aiming to fine-tune requirements for a proposed UN force that would help guide the country’s transitional government and support implementation of a new peace accord.

The 11-member team will submit recommendations for the size, structure and mandate of a UN force, as requested by the Security Council.

“We…talked about Monrovia, where things seem to be moving,” Mr. Annan told the press after a meeting this morning with United States Secretary of State Colin Powell. “We are making progress, both on the political and the military front, and we hope that in the not-too-distant future we will be making even greater strides.”

The Liberian Government and two rebel movements signed the peace accord on Monday, paving the way for an interim government to take power in October to rebuild the nation and prepare for elections in two years’ time.

The deal – brokered by representatives from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and Mr. Annan’s Special Representative for West Africa, Ahmedou Ould Abdallah – was signed two-and-a-half months after peace negotiations began in Accra, Ghana, and just one week after former President Charles Taylor left the country for exile in Nigeria on 11 August.

Meanwhile on the humanitarian front, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) joined an inter-agency mission that moved beyond Monrovia to get a clearer picture of displacement and humanitarian needs in areas outside the capital.

The joint-team went to Tubmanburg, a town about 50 kilometres north of Monrovia, where an estimated 20,000 people have been displaced amid the recent fighting. UNHCR said the displaced have been surviving mainly on cassava leaves and palm cabbage, and are in desperate need of food, health care and sanitation. The local hospital is empty, with all the medicine and equipment looted. Makeshift medical facilities have been set up at a nearby church.

In Monrovia itself, security is still problematic, with daily reports of looting, carjacking, rape and burglary. The World Food Programme (WFP) continued distribution to some 9,000 displaced people, bringing the total number receiving food aid this week to 45,000. The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and its partners continued their operation to chlorinate some 3,000 wells around Monrovia.

* * *
DR of Congo

21 August – The head of the United Nations refugee agency met today with President Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) to discuss the impending return of more than 300,000 Congolese refugees and the care of displaced people and other asylum seekers in the vast central African nation.

Rudd Lubbers, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), concluded a two-day visit to the DRC after meeting with President Kabila in Kinshasa. This was the first stop in what was initially a four-nation mission to Africa’s Great Lakes region and Angola, but due to the horrific bombing of the UN headquarters in Baghdad, Mr. Lubbers will now travel only to Angola before returning to the agency’s headquarters in Geneva on Sunday.

While in Kinshasa, the High Commissioner commended President Kabila for the positive political developments that led to the installation of a power-sharing transitional government last month, and a return to peace in some parts of the DRC. As a result of these significant political strides, Mr. Lubbers said UNHCR was on the verge of concluding a plan for the voluntary repatriation of more than 300,000 Congolese refugees in surrounding countries.

“The time has come to take action. We are very near to concluding a repatriation plan for your people,” Mr. Lubbers said, referring to the hundreds of thousands of Congolese refugees mainly in Tanzania, Zambia and the Republic of Congo.

One of the first organized return movements of Congolese refugees is expected in the coming weeks from the Central African Republic (CAR), where 1,300 Congolese have registered to return home from Molangue camp, some 80 kilometres from the CAR capital, Bangui.

The UNHCR chief ended his Congo mission this afternoon and flew to the Angolan capital, Luanda. He was expected to meet with President Jose dos Santos upon his arrival. On Friday, the High Commissioner is scheduled to meet with several Angolan government ministers and civil society representatives.

* * *

Afghanistan

21 August - In a voluntary disarmament exercise by key Afghani factions, a United Nations-assisted security commission has collected 120 light and heavy weapons in the northern region of the country, a flashpoint for tensions between rival militias. 

The delegation of the Mazar Multi Party Security Commission, including representatives of the Jamiat, Jumbesh and Hizb-e-Wahdat militias and the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), began the operation in the northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif for the Sholgara sector last Saturday. 

“Individuals also came forward and submitted 130 light private weapons for registration,” UNAMA spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters today in the Afghan capital, Kabul. “A decree signed on 13 August by the three factional leaders stated that while all personal weapons could be retained by their owners they must be registered or else would be considered illegal.”

Despite this good start, the spokesman stressed that “it is felt that there are still more weapons out there to be collected.” UNAMA and the Mazar-based Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) would meet today in Sholgara to discuss whether the exercise should continue for a few more days, he added. 

The collected weapons will be taken to Mazar for storage in the depots of the factions. UNAMA and PRT will monitor the weapons storage. In addition, PRT will periodically patrol the area to monitor compliance with the disarmament.

These voluntary disarmament exercises have no connection to the national disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programme due to start in the coming weeks, according to Mr. de Almeida e Silva.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE

SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           Joining us today is Tun Myat, the UN Security Coordinator, who will talk about the security situation in Iraq.

           Let me start by reading a statement attributable to the Spokesman regarding recent events in the Middle East.

           **Statement on Middle East

           “The Secretary-General is deeply concerned at the sharp escalation in violence in the Middle East.  While

     recognizing the right of Israel to live in security, Israel does not have the right to resort to extrajudicial measures, as it used today in the Gaza Strip.

           “The Secretary-General calls upon the Government of Israel to exercise restraint and to halt its current military actions, so as to enable the Palestinian Authority to take the necessary steps to bring extremist groups under control and ensure the truce continues.  He urges the Government of Abu Mazen to act rapidly to that end and expresses his  strong concern at the announcement that Hamas has renounced the truce.

           “The Secretary-General continues to believe that security and stability for both Israelis and Palestinians can best be achieved through the political process set out in the Quartet’s ‘Road Map’.”

           **Iraq – Secretary-General Address to Staff

           The Secretary-General spoke with UN staff in a special meeting this morning to share the sorrow and shock experienced at the United Nations since the Tuesday bombing.  He said that the images of UN colleagues being carried out on stretchers from the Canal Hotel, and the memories of the friends that have been lost, have left the UN staff bewildered and numb.

           He said, “We, whose work is so wrapped up in the tragedies of others, now face one of our own.  The ache in our souls is almost too much to bear.”  The Secretary-General told the staff in Baghdad, “Your work has been a source of great inspiration to all of us, and most of all, to the people in Iraq.”

           **Secretary-General -– Powell Meeting

           The Secretary-General met this morning with US Secretary of State Colin Powell, with whom he discussed the security situation in Iraq and what needs to be done to strengthen security and continue UN operations following Tuesday’s bomb attack on the UN Headquarters in Baghdad.

           They also discussed Liberia, where, the Secretary-General said afterwards, “We are making progress, both on the political and the military front”, and reviewed the situation in the Middle East, to ensure that the parties stay on  track with the implementation of the Road Map.

           Asked by reporters afterwards about any expanded UN mandate in Iraq, the Secretary-General said that,

     regardless of the differences that existed before the war, the stability of Iraq should be in everyone’s interest.  He said it was possible, given an amount of work and negotiations, to achieve a consensus in the Security Council on Iraq,  warning that “an Iraq that is destabilized, an Iraq that is in chaos, is not in the interest of the region or the world, and  we do have a responsibility to ensure that”.

           We have a full transcript of the Secretary-General’s remarks upstairs.  As usual we did not transcribe the

     Secretary [of State]’s remarks.

           **Iraq -- Yesterday

           The Secretary-General yesterday briefed the Security Council in closed consultations about the Tuesday

     bombing of the UN compound in Baghdad, and told them that the bombing marked one of the darkest days in the history of the United Nations.

           He told the Council that an intensive review to determine what is required to ensure the security of UN staff in  Iraq has begun, but added that it is equally essential that a general environment of security be created in Iraq.

           The Security Council then adopted a presidential statement in a brief formal meeting, unequivocally

     condemning the terrorist attack and its perpetrators, and expressing its deepest admiration to all the UN personnel   who had lost their lives or been injured in the service of the UN and the Iraqi people.

           After the Council meeting, the Secretary-General attended a candlelight vigil in honour of the staff who had died or who had been injured in Baghdad and told the gathered staff, “Sometimes it seems as if it were a dream, and  we would wake up; I wish it were.”  But the best way to honour the UN’s fallen and wounded colleagues, he added, is to continue the work they had begun, with the clear determination to do what the UN is in Iraq to do.

           We have transcripts of his remarks yesterday, including his press comments upon entering the building.  You will find them in my office upstairs.

           **Iraq -- Victims

           The UN Security Coordinator’s Office says that as of midday, 22 people are believed dead from the attack on  the UN headquarters in Baghdad.

           The breakdown is as follows -– 18 bodies have been identified, including 10 UN international and five national staff.  Two other bodies have not been identified, and another two people are missing and believed dead.

           Earlier reports mentioned the figure of 23, but it was learned that one staff member who was believed dead

     was indeed alive and had made contact with her family.

           As the Secretary-General mentioned, work continues to identify both international and local staff who may

     have been killed.

           **Security Council

           As you know, the Security Council is holding an open meeting on Iraq today.  Council members heard

     briefings by the ambassadors of the United States and the United Kingdom.  There is no speakers’ list but Council  members are responding to the briefing with statements.  Consultations on Iraq are scheduled immediately after the  meeting.

           **Iraq -- Lopes da Silva Briefing

           Ramiro Lopes da Silva, the acting head of the UN operation in Iraq, briefed the press in Baghdad today to

     inform them that, with some UN personnel travelling outside Iraq for medical treatment or stress counselling, the total  staff numbers, which were at about 300 at the time of the Tuesday bombing, will be at about 200 as of this weekend.

           More staff will be rotated into the country as others come out, and he affirmed that, although administrative support may now be handled outside Baghdad, the core work the United Nations is doing in Iraq will continue.

           Asked about security concerns in Baghdad, Lopes da Silva said that the United Nations is an open

     organization, and cannot be divided from the people that it serves, which entails a certain level of vulnerability.  He said  that he was unaware of any exchange, however, about any UN refusal to accept a stronger US security presence.

           **Iraq -- Condolence Books

           Books of condolences in memory of the UN staff who died in Baghdad will be placed on the second floor of the General Assembly building, for the diplomatic community to sign, and in the south lobby of the Secretariat building, for  UN staff to sign.  Another book of condolences will be available for visitors to the United Nations and the public at large  in the visitors’ lobby of the General Assembly building.

           **Liberia

           On Liberia, we just spoke with the spokeswoman for the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in

     Liberia, Jacques Klein, who was on his way back from the airport with an 11-member UN assessment team, which had  just arrived.

           The team was dispatched by the Secretary-General, who has been asked by the Security Council to submit

     recommendations for the size, structure and mandate of a UN force to support a transitional government and to assist in the implementation of a comprehensive peace agreement for Liberia.

           On the humanitarian front, the UN refugee agency reports on a mission that went in yesterday beyond

     Monrovia to get a clearer picture of displacement and humanitarian needs in areas outside the Liberian capital.

           UNHCR joined an inter-agency mission to Tubmanburg, a town about 50 kilometres north of Monrovia where  an estimated 20,000 people have been displaced amid the recent fighting.  UNHCR says the displaced have been surviving mainly on cassava leaves and palm cabbage, and are in desperate need of food, health care and sanitation.   The local hospital is empty, with all the medicine and equipment looted.  Makeshift medical facilities have been set up at a nearby church.

           The World Food Programme continued distribution to some 9,000 displaced, bringing the total number of

     people reached with food aid this week to 45,000.  UNICEF and its NGO partners continued their operation to

     chlorinate some 3,000 wells around Monrovia.  In Monrovia itself, security is still a problem, with daily reports of   looting, carjacking, rape and burglary.

           **SARS

           A team of experts from the World Health Organization and the Food and Agriculture Organization has been  sent to China to assist the Chinese Government in designing further investigations into the potential presence of the  SARS coronavirus in animals and its transmission to humans.  The experts will present their findings today to the  Ministries of Health, Agriculture and Science and Technology.  We have more in a press release.

           **Budget

           Finally, some budget information.  Saudi Arabia today completed payment on its $7.5 million dues to the

     regular budget for this year, becoming the ninety-ninth Member State to pay in full.  That’s all I have for you.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Will victims of the attack in Baghdad and their families receive insurance or compensation of one kind or another?

           Spokesman:  Let me get a precise answer to that question for you later.  But my understanding is that the

     United Nations pays compensation to its staff members who are injured and killed while on service from a fund  maintained for that purpose.  We have no insurance or insurance policy on these people.  I believe that’s the system  and there’s a scale of how much compensation you get for what kind of injury.  That’s what I believe the situation is.  But let me double-check for you with the administration people afterwards.

           Question:  You have said that the UN did not refuse protection from the coalition.  Does this mean that the

     coalition did offer protection to the UN compound?

           Spokesman:  I can’t really interpret for you Ramiro’s comments.  Baghdad should do that.  There is no record anywhere of any exchange with the United States or the coalition authorities involving an offer of security that we  turned down.

           Question:  Future protection assurances?  Has there been any contact since the bombing so that now there

     would be protection for the UN staff there?

           Spokesman:  That’s really something that you have to ask Baghdad.  You have the statement of the

     Secretary-General yesterday, saying that we will have to re-assess our own security arrangements in Baghdad and Iraq generally, and that we need some help from the coalition to improve security nationwide.  What has taken place today between the UN Mission and the coalition authorities, I have no information.

           Question:  You have been saying that you’d stay the course in Baghdad, despite the bombing and also pulling out roughly one third of the staff.  How can you continue at the same level of service with two thirds of your staff?

           Spokesman: First of all, I think what we said is that we will be rotating people back in to replace those that

     we’re pulling out.  Those that we’re pulling out are the injured and traumatized.  Some agencies have assessed

     specific tasks that don’t have to be done in Iraq and so they are looking at those aspects of their operations that don’t necessarily have to take place in Baghdad, taking place somewhere outside.  So, although there could be some  reduction of the staff in Baghdad, there is not, at present, any plan to reduce our level of activity.  I know that the World  Food Programme, for one, is talking about moving some of its administrative people who don’t have to be in Baghdad to someplace else.  They are contemplating Amman, Jordan, for example.  We also have a humanitarian coordination operation in Larnaka, Cyprus.  So, we are looking at alternative places to do non-essential work, while still maintaining the same level of activity.

           Question:  Mr. (Michael) McCann (Chief of Security and Safety Service) was in Baghdad a few weeks ago to look at headquarters security and Sergio’s office was quite exposed.  My question is whether he’s still going back there or whether he still has the full confidence of the Secretary-General?

           Spokesman:  I’ll have to ask him whether he’s going back there.  I have heard no suggestion that anyone

     thought that the assessment by Chief McCann was inadequate.  This is the first time I have heard that.

           Question:  Any change in security measures at UN Headquarters in Nairobi?

           Spokesman:  I think I answered that yesterday.  First, we don’t discuss those in any detail, but what I said

     yesterday was that an attack of the kind we experienced in Baghdad would obviously send an alert throughout the  whole system.  There were additional measures taken here at UN Headquarters.  But our assessment was that that particular threat was Baghdad-specific.

           Question:  Could you tell us about the negotiations between the Secretary-General and Secretary Powell

     concerning the nature of security in Iraq?

           Spokesman:  I can’t give you any more than what they gave you at the stake-out after their meeting.

           Question:  Do you have anything on reports that Mr. Vieira de Mello’s plane was shot at while returning from a visit to a neighbouring country recently?

           Spokesman:  We saw that report, I believe in a Lebanese newspaper.  I don’t know whether we have been able to confirm it.  Let me see whether we can get anything more on that.

           Question:  How does the attack on the UN compound compare with the attack on the refugee camp in

     southern Lebanon in 1996?

           Spokesman:  I think it is apples and oranges.  In that case, there was an attack indeed on United Nations

     Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) peacekeeping mission facility.  The victims were Lebanese refugees, whereas the unusual thing about the Baghdad attack was that it was against UN Headquarters personnel with a large number of deaths and injuries.  The deaths in the former were larger, I think about 100.

           Question:  When do you expect to have a list of the dead identified, and also how many people are still

     considered missing?

           Spokesman:  On the dead, as the identification is confirmed, and the families notified, we are authorized to

     put out the names, and so we are gradually adding names to the list that we make available to you.  I think we have a  list in writing in our office that we update from time to time.  Marie, (of Spokesman’s office), why don’t you come up here.  Do you have an answer to the second question concerning the missing?

           Marie Okabe:  According to Ramiro, who gave a press briefing earlier today (in Baghdad), there are 2 missing who have been identified.  There might still be people buried in the rubble.

           Question:  Where are the staff remaining working, as there are no visible office space?

           Spokesman:  Canal Hotel, we have assessed, is pretty much unusable now.  The force of the blast was such

     that, although a lot of the structure is there, much of it is usable.  So we are looking at alternative space.  We had some tents in place called “Tent City”, and I understand some people have been working out of there.  And then there  was another location somewhere in town where the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) had  offices that they had recently vacated, but the lease hadn’t expired.  And so, we are moving some people into that building as well.

           Question:  Why do you have to keep some 200 people still at post where it is very clearly dangerous?

           Spokesman:  Because both the Security Council and the Security-General have committed the United Nations  to continue its work in Iraq.  We’ll be making some adjustments on security basis, and Tun Myat, the UN Security Coordinator, will be joining us, and he can tell you more about that.  But, basically, we’re going to keep core staff  there, keep core operations going and take additional security measures necessary to protect our remaining staff and you can ask questions of Tun about that.

           Question:  When did Mr. McCann make his security assessment, and can you give us a little bit more details about where he went and what his assessment was?

           Spokesman:  I’ll let Mr. Myat answer that question.  There’s one thing more I’d like to do before handing over to Mr. Myat, concerning a former member of the Spokesman’s office who was confirmed dead yesterday –- Nadia.    And I’ll ask Marie to read something, because I’ll get weepy.

           **Nadia

           In the Spokesman’s Office, we waited with dread for news of our colleague, former Spokeswoman for the

     Secretary-General Nadia Younes, who was serving in Baghdad as Sergio Vieira de Mello’s chief of staff.

           Her name was on a list of people who were to have attended the meeting Sergio was having at the time of the  explosion.  Officially, she was listed as missing yesterday, but no one had heard from her in 24 hours.

           That no one would hear from Nadia for 24 hours was unthinkable.  She had exuberant friendships.  Her throaty  laughter could be heard three offices away.  And one of the things that endeared her to everyone was that she could  find a funny angle to any story.

           As External Relations Director of the World Health Organization, she had a hand in coming up with the name for Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome.  The doctors at WHO wanted to call it Acute Respiratory Syndrome.  Nadia  added the “Severe”.  “It’s redundant”, she quipped, “ but we couldn’t call it ARS”.  [Pronounced “arse”.]

           She could also laugh at herself.  As Kofi Annan’s Chief of Protocol, she once introduced the President of

     Burkina Faso to the Secretary-General as the President of Burundi.  The Secretary-General, of course, knew the difference and warmly greeted the President.  Once Nadia was out of the room, she roared with laughter.  “Do you realize what I just did?” she laughed, eyes wide with mock terror.

           For many of you in this room, you remember the years she spent in the Spokesman’s Office as deputy to

     Spokesman Francois Giuliani under Javier Perez de Cuellar and Boutros Boutros-Ghali.  And perhaps you were lucky  enough to attend one of the ad hoc and raucous after-hour gatherings in that office.

           There is one detail I would like to share with you.  You’ll remember that among her many assignments was  one as Spokeswoman for Bernard Kouchner when he was head of the UN Mission in Kosovo.  A local staff member  who used to drive her around remembered how much she liked to listen to a Puccini aria while in the car to help her relax.  The driver has sent an audio tape of that aria, Nessun Dorma, sung by Pavarotti, to some of her closest friends  around the world, as his message of condolence.

           Yesterday, we received confirmation that Nadia’s body was retrieved from the wreckage.  To her family and to all her friends, and particularly to her colleagues here at the United Nations, the Spokesman’s Office sends sympathy,  but also, to Nadia, a salute of respect.  Thank You.

                                              * *** *

__
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