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UN Report Links Infectious Disease Outbreak in Congo to Environment

By  Cathy Majtenyi

Nairobi

21 February 2005

A United Nations' environment official Monday said the recent outbreak of pneumonic plague in the Democratic Republic of Congo could be linked to environmental conditions. This is one example of what experts note is a growing link between environmental degradation and the rise in infectious diseases.

The head of the environment and health unit at the United Nations Environment Program, Hiremagalur Gopalan, told reporters in Nairobi exposure to mercury and overcrowded living conditions likely played a major role in the recent outbreak of pneumonic plague among miners in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

"They [miners] are also immuno-compromised,” he said.  “There is mining activity. They're also exposed to mercury. Mercury is known to reduce the immune activity. And they also live close together. This pneumonic plague is [transmitted] through breathing, through aerosols. So it's possible that it is linked to the environment in which they live."

The World Health Organization (WHO) said last Friday at least 61 miners in Ituri district had died of pneumonic plague. The organization and several health groups are investigating the outbreak, which is believed to have started December 21.

The pneumonic plague outbreak is a recent example of what environmental experts are saying is a rise in new and previously suppressed infectious diseases because of changes people have made to the environment. These include clearing land for agriculture or urban sprawl, or dumping pollutants into the air, water, and land.

This is one of the findings of the U.N.'s Global Environment Outlook Yearbook, released during UNEP's governing council meeting in Nairobi this week.

The deputy director of the United Nations Environment Program's early warning and assessment division, Marion Cheatle, described to reporters how environmental changes have encouraged the breeding of mosquitoes, which, in turn, spread dengue fever and malaria.

"I think all of us are aware of how mosquitoes can be encouraged in areas where we've disturbed the environment, where we've left litter around, where we changed the course of the water system to provide irrigation and big dams, and where there are more breeding places for these insects," she said.

Ms. Cheatle said the incidence of dengue fever and malaria have risen dramatically over time because of urban sprawl and other changes in land-use and human settlement patterns.

She said in the 1970s, there were only about nine countries worldwide that suffered from this disease. Today, dengue has spread to over 100 countries. Similarly in eastern and southern Africa, the proportion of under-five deaths from malaria doubled between the 1980s and 1990s.

Other diseases experts say are linked to the environment include: lyme disease, schistosomiasis, tuberculosis, bubonic plague and cholera.
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Independent

New diseases arise as environments destroyed, says UN

By Michael McCarthy, Environment Editor

22 February 2005

Changes to the environment that are sweeping the planet are bringing about a rise in infectious diseases, the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) has warned.

Loss of forests; the building of roads and dams; urban growth; the clearing of natural habitats for agriculture; mining; and pollution of coastal waters are promoting conditions under which new and old pathogens can thrive, according to research published today in Unep's Global Environment Outlook Year Book for 2004/2005.

Ailments previously unknown in human beings are appearing, such as the Nipah virus, which until recently was found normally in Asian fruit bats, according to the report.

Nipah's emergence in the late 1990s as an often fatal disease in humans has been linked to a combination of forest fires in Sumatra and the clearance of natural forests in Malaysia for palm plantations. In searching for fruit, bats were forced into closer contact with domestic pigs, giving the virus its chance to spread to humans.

Climate change in particular may aggravate the threats of infectious diseases in three ways, the report suggests. First, by increasing the temperatures under which many diseases and their carriers flourish.

Second, by further stressing and altering habitats. For example, the geographic range and seasonality of two of the world's most serious mosquito-borne infections, malaria and dengue fever, are very sensitive to changes in climate. Also, Neissseria meningitidis, a common cause of meningitis, can be spread many miles in the dusty conditions that occur following prolonged drought in the Sahel.

Third, climate change may increase the number of environmental refugees who are forced to migrate to other communities, or even countries. This in turn will also favour the spread of diseases from one location to another.Overall, it seems that intact habitats and landscapes tend to keep infectious agents in check.

The issue of environmental degradation and a rise of many new and old infectious diseases is a complex, sometimes subtle one that is causing increasing concern among scientists and disease specialists.

Many scientists are now convinced that ecological disruption, dramatic environmental change, and poor handling of human and animal wastes are playing an important part in the spread of diseases such as malaria, bilharzia, Japanese encephalitis, and dengue haemorrhagic fever.

The report is based on research by some of the leading specialists. They include Tony McMichael of the Australian National University, Bernard Goldstein of the University of Pittsburgh and Jonathan Patz of the University of Wisconsin. 
_____________________________________________________________________________

E.A. Standard
Kibaki appeals to donors for millenium goals funds 

Benson Kathuri

President Kibaki yesterday asked the international community to channel more funds to implement the Millennium Development Goals in developing countries.

Kibaki said though the global community had agreed in principle to implement the development goals, developing countries may not be able to mobilise the required resources.

"The challenges in meeting the Millennium Development Goals are enormous for developing countries and international cooperation is crucial for the implementation of these goals," said the President.

During the millennium conference in New York in 2000, world leaders committed themselves to reduce poverty by half by 2015.

Other goals agreed upon include combating Aids, reduce hunger, curb environmental degradation and increase people’s access to clean water and sanitation.

Speaking at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) headquarters at Gigiri, Kibaki said there was need for renewed global commitment in order to realise the 2015 target.

Though some parts of the world, including Latin America and Asia, are on track on the set goals, Africa is lagging behind and may never attain a single goal. The continent would require huge amounts of money to achieve the targets as more than half of the population is living in abject poverty.

"Whereas there has been some level of achievements, extreme poverty, high mortality rates, increasing number of slums dwellers and limited or complete lack of access to clean water and basic sanitation are clear reminders that the world must do more," said Kibaki. 

The president also expressed concern over environmental degradation whose effects were hurting the developing countries.

He said drought had become a common feature in Kenya due to the warming effects caused by air pollution by the industrialised countries.

Though he welcomed last Wednesday’s adoption of Kyoto Protocol that promises to address global warming effects, Kibaki called upon those countries that had not ratified it to so.

"The coming into force of the Kyoto Protocol is indeed a historical step to humankind as it opens the way for addressing global warming which has been blamed for rising world temperatures, melting glaciers and rising sea levels," said Kibaki.

The president also decried the uncontrolled use of plastic bags saying it was now turning into an eyesore especially in the cities.

He said the bags had become an environmental issue that needed to be addressed.

Speaking at the same forum, UN-Habitat executive director Dr. Anna Tibaijuka warned that unless the development targets are met, about 1.5 billion people would be living in urban slums by 2020.

She said one billion people are living in pathetic situations in slums.

"Urban poverty is vividly manifested in slums and if the trends continue, 1.5 billion people will live in slums by the year 2020," she said.

_____________________________________________________________________________

 Reuters
Environmental Change May Be Boosting Diseases - UN

NAIROBI (Reuters) - Environmental changes wrought by population movement, destruction of habitats and other factors may be behind a resurgence of infectious diseases, a United Nations study says. 

A rise in cases of diseases such as malaria and dengue fever, and the recent crossover to humans of others such as the Nipah virus, are linked to a host of changes that create more favorable conditions for their spread, according to a report by the U.N. Environmental Programme (UNEP) issued on Monday. 

Deforestation, unplanned urban sprawl, poor waste management, pollution, building of roads and dams and rising temperatures are among the aggravating factors. 

Infectious diseases cause about 15 million deaths annually, or about a quarter of all fatalities, UNEP says. In Southeast Asia and Africa, they account for two-thirds of all deaths, with the majority of them children and young adults. 

The environmental roots of the rise in infectious diseases is one of the "emerging challenges" listed in UNEP's annual Global Environmental Outlook. 

"What is good for the environment is good for health, and what is good for health is good for development," UNEP health and environment expert Hiremagalur Gopalan told a news conference. 

The often fatal Nipah virus, normally found in Asian fruit bats, is believed to have crossed over to humans as the bats lost their habitats through forest fires in Sumatra and the clearance of land for palm plantations. 

As the bats searched for fruit, they were brought into contact with pigs, which in turn passed the disease to their human handlers in the late 1990s, the report says. 

Dengue fever, which was present in only nine countries in the 1970s, is now found in more than 100, most likely the result of increasing urban populations, the report says. 

Since much urban growth occurs without planned sanitation, water treatment and sewerage, increased exposure to mosquitoes, rodents and other vermin provides more opportunities for diseases such as malaria, dengue, tuberculosis and hantavirus. 

Mining, the damming of rivers and increased irrigation for agriculture also give mosquitoes more standing water in which to breed, the report says. 

In the United States, cases of the tick-borne Lyme disease in New York and Connecticut have surged as humans have moved into forested areas where the deer that carry the ticks thrive, the report says. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________

Financial Times (London, England)

February 22, 2005 Tuesday 
HEADLINE: Diseases spurred on by climate change WORLD NEWS DIGEST:
 

BODY:


New infectious diseases are afflicting human populations and old ones are growing more prevalent because of environmental damage and climate change, the United Nations Environment Programme said yesterday.

Klaus Topfer, director of the UNEP, said: "If environmental degradation is not checked, it is clear from these new findings that (reversing the spread of HIV/ Aids, malaria and other diseases) will be harder and tougher to achieve." Fiona Harvey, London
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The Independent (London)

February 22, 2005, Tuesday

HEADLINE: DESTRUCTION OF HABITAT HELPS DISEASES SPREAD
BYLINE: MICHAEL MCCARTHY ENVIRONMENT EDITOR

BODY:
THE CHANGES to the environment now sweeping the planet are bringing about a rise in infectious diseases, the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) said yesterday.

Loss of forests, road and dam building, the spread of cities, the clearing of natural habitats for agriculture, mining and the pollution of coastal waters are promoting conditions under which new and old pathogens can thrive, according to research cited in Unep's Global Environment Outlook Year Book for 2004/2005. 

Ailments previously unknown in human beings are appearing, such as the Nipah virus, which until recently was found normally in Asian fruit bats, according to the report.

Nipah's emergence in the late 1990s as an often fatal disease in humans has been linked to a combination of forest fires in Sumatra and the clearance of natural forests in Malaysia for palm plantations. In searching for fruit, bats were forced into closer contact with domestic pigs, giving the virus its chance to spread to humans.

Climate change in particular may aggravate the threats of infectious diseases in three ways, the report suggests. First, by increasing the temperatures under which many diseases and their carriers flourish. Second, by further stressing and altering habitats. Third, climate change may increase the number of environmental refugees who are forced to migrate to other communities, or even countries. This in turn will also favour the spread of diseases from one location to another.

Many experts are now convinced that ecological disruption, dramatic environmental change, and poor handling of human and animal wastes are playing an important part in the spreading of diseases such as malaria, bilharzia, Japanese encephalitis, and dengue haemorrhagic fever.
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China Daily

China vows to keep its environment clean
(Agencies)
Updated: 2005-02-22 09:31
Emerging economic giant China vowed to protect its environment and clean up existing damage despite the challenges posed by its rapid development. 

Chinese Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan, the highest level foreign official attending the annual conference of the UN Environment Programme's (UNEP) board of governors, said on Monday that Beijing was committed to preserving its ecosystem. 

"While the economy grows at a relatively high speed, the escalation of pollution has been checked and improvement is seen in the state of the ecosystem and environment in China," Zeng told the meeting. 

China has registered an average 9.4 annual growth rate over the past 26 years, Zeng said, admitting that this posed enormous hurdles for Beijing in protecting its environment, particularly from pollution. 

However, he insisted that Chinese authorities had already taken steps to improve the situation with the creation of pollution auditing and management mechanisms for industry. 

"The environmental assessment regime must be strictly enforced," Zeng said. "Clean production technologies must be applied in every new project." 

He said authorities would rigorously enforce the use of desulphfurising equipment at all coal-fired power plants and would promote the use of clear and renewable energy while taking steps to improve energy efficiency. 

China's State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) is currently engaged in a major crackdown on lax environmental regulation that was a hallmark of the country's quarter century of spectacular economic growth. 

In January, SEPA ordered a halt to 30 large-scale construction projects nationwide for failing to file environmental impact statements. 

The crackdown has emerged as the central government tries to rein in growth and curb investment, especially in the power sector. 

The agency has threatened to shut down scores of coal-fired power plants whose emissions do not comply with air quality requirements. 

____________________________________________________________________________________

Asia Pulse February 21, 2005 Monday 

HEADLINE: OMAN'S ENVIRONMENT UNDERSECRETARY IN NAIROBI FOR UNEP MEET

DATELINE: MUSCAT, Feb 21

BODY:

Mohammed bin Khamis al-Araimi, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources for Environmental Affairs, left here Sunday for Nairobi at the head of a delegation to represent the Sultanate in the meetings of the 23rd session of the United Nation Environmental Programme (UNEP) Management board.

The meeting was due to commence today, and will look to discuss a number of important topics including follow up recommendations of the Earth Summit for sustainable development. 

The meet will seek to evaluate the implementation of recommendations, and will assess global environment management development, means and mechanisms for international coordination and cooperation between the UN organisations concerned with the environment and the suitable means to enhance this cooperation for the benefit of world environmental resources.

The meeting will also discuss policies related to water, wastewater and human settlements.

(ONA)
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Xinhua General News Service February 21, 2005 Monday 

HEADLINE: World ministers meet to discuss UN's future work on environment protection

DATELINE: NAIROBI

BODY:

Ministers and national delegations from over 100 countries gathered here Monday to discuss ways on how to improve environment to reach the UN's millennium goals for poverty eradication.

Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment Program ( UNEP) re-commits his agency's efforts to strengthen environment protection as he stated at the opening ceremony for the 23rd Session of UNEP Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum.

"Environment is one of the three pillars to support sustainable development. Let's work together to make that pillar stronger," said Toepfer, noting that in the conference, delegates will participate in discussion about the UNEP's future program, as a way to help realize the UN's goal to reduce poverty. 

The UN Millennium Development Goals were set forth in 2000 in the Global Millennium Declaration and are expected to materialize by 2015. The goals include cutting poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education, ensuring environmental sustainability, among others.

The environment "is a golden thread" running right through the UN's development goals. "If you damage the environment, all the millennium development goals are going to be harder to achieve," said Toepfer in an earlier press briefing.

According to him, the meeting which is looking at how to bolster global, regional and national environments so as to improve the prospects for achieving the MDGs, and will feed its conclusions into the September Summit-level meeting of the UN General Assembly for a five-year review of the goals.

Chinese Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan and Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki also attended the opening ceremony and delivered speeches, pledging their commitment respectively to ensuring sustainability of the environment, and urging the world leaders to work together to find effective ways to address environmental challenges.

Later Monday, the first China-Africa Environment Cooperation Conference will also be held at the Nairobi-based UNEP headquarters. Zeng and Xie Zhenhua, head of the State Environmental Protection Administration of China, are expected to make speeches, sharing China's experiences in environment protection, and making proposals for Sino-Africa cooperation.

The 23rd Session of UNEP Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum entitled "Protecting the Environment: the thread that runs through the Millennium Development Goals" will be held from February 21 to 25 in the UNEP headquarters based in Nairobi. 
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People's Daily online, 21 Feb 2005

Chinese vice premier arrives in Nairobi for African visit, UNEP forum            

Chinese Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan arrived in Nairobi Sunday to kick off an official visit to Kenya, where he will also attend a UN environment forum, along with environment ministers and officials from more than 100 countries. 

Zeng was accorded a warm welcome by Kenyan Minister for Planning and National Development Peter Anyang Nyongo and Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs Moses Wetangula when he arrived at the airport in Nairobi, Kenya's capital. 

Zeng said in a written statement upon his arrival that "China and Kenya enjoys traditional friendship," and he hoped "the visit will help to enhance understanding, consolidate friendship and promote cooperation between the two countries." 

Kenya has maintained social stability, national unity and achieved economic growth through persistent efforts in recent years, said Zeng, and as an African country of great influence, it also played an active role in promoting regional peace and cooperation. 

The vice premier said during the visit, he will exchange views with Kenyan leaders on bilateral relations and issues of common concern, and he will also attend the 23 Session of the United Nations Environment Program Governing Council and the Global Ministerial Environment Forum held in Nairobi. 

Kenya is the first leg of Zeng's three-nation African tour, which will also take him to Republic of the Congo, and Republic of Angola, and he will return to Beijing on Feb. 26. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
swissinfo  
February 21, 2005 11:58 AM 

Swiss call for stronger defence of environment

Swiss officials say a clean environment can help guarantee clean drinking water for all (Keystone Archive)

Swiss officials are expected to demand the reinforcement of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) at a meeting this week in Nairobi.

The head of the Swiss environment agency, Philippe Roch, will also call for improved protection of the world’s drinking-water reserves.

A healthy environment will be the focus of the UNEP meeting at its headquarters in the Kenyan capital.

Officials will be looking at how to bolster global, regional and national environments, with the aim of achieving the UN’s Millennium Development Goals on reducing hunger, poverty and disease by the target date of 2015.

Issues to be discussed include sanitation, drinking water, protecting forests and the ozone layer.

Switzerland is a member of UNEP’s governing council and therefore helps set the organisation’s budget.

Intact ecosystems

Philippe Roch, who will head the Swiss delegation in Nairobi, said that any decision made at the meeting would have wider political implications.

He added that poverty would be one of the biggest issues up for discussion.

"We have to figure out how protecting the environment can help fight poverty," he told swissinfo.

Switzerland has stressed the importance of providing access to clean drinking water as one way of helping to alleviate poverty.

However, this can only be guaranteed if ecosystems such as forests and wetlands are kept intact.

According to Roch, international water policy must be reinforced. He believes that polluted drinking water and diminishing reserves are two of this century’s biggest problems.

"Switzerland will insist that UNEP takes a leading role in informing people of the importance of these ecosystems for water supplies and for combating poverty," he said. "But populations will need help to protect these resources."

Political leadership

The Swiss also want UNEP to be the reference for international environmental policy and to reinforce its role on the world stage.

"We need, for example, to increase UNEP’s budget," Roch told swissinfo. "But we have to make each country’s contribution public, to convince them to put more into the programme."

Switzerland also wants UNEP’s role as the repository of most environmental conventions to be upgraded.

"We need the UNEP to play a leading role when it comes to defending the conventions," said Roch.

"But to achieve that, the organisation needs political leadership," he added. "Countries like Switzerland can provide that."

swissinfo, Christian Raaflaub

____________________________________________________________________________________
CNN
Report looks at environmental impact of Asian tsunami

	
	

	
	

	
	


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- Coastlines already damaged by pollution and man's poor land management suffered more from the southeast Asian tsunami than those with healthy coral reefs and other natural protection, the U.N. environment chief said Monday.
This is one of the conclusions of a United Nations interim report on the environmental impact of the tsunami that is estimated to have killed at least 170,000 people in 11 countries in Asia and Africa, U.N. environment agency Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told world environment ministers.

The report will be made public Tuesday during the weeklong meeting of the U.N. Environment Program's top decision-making body, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said.

"Those coastlines with intact coral reefs, mangroves, vegetated dunes and robust coastal forests came off better than those degraded by pollution and insensitive land use," Toepfer said.

"So the environment is not a luxury ... It is an economically important insurance policy whose wisdom we ignore at our peril," he said.

"Coral reefs and mangroves are absolutely vital in safeguarding people living in those areas," Marion Cheatle, UNEP's senior environmental affairs officer, told journalists during the launch of a U.N. report reviewing the major environmental issues of 2004.

The report, "Geo Year Book 2004/5," quotes a preliminary report by an Indian institute that showed mangrove forests in Pitchavaran and Muthupet regions of south India acted like shields and bore the brunt of the tsunami.

Tens of thousands of people are still missing, presumed dead from the December tsunami that the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization estimates cost the fishing industries of the seven countries hit hardest by the catastrophe U.S. $520 million (euro 398.3 million).

On Thursday, the Rome-based U.N. food agency said 111,073 fishing vessels were destroyed or damaged; 36,235 engines were lost or damaged beyond repair; and 1.7 million units of fishing gear -- such as nets, tackle, and similar equipment -- were destroyed. The seven countries studied are India, Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Somalia, Sri Lanka and Thailand.

Toepfer also said that for UNEP to be more effective he is immediately going to invest 30 percent of the agency's reserve funds in UNEP'S regional offices so that they may deal better with issues that are relevant to the countries they cover.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Independent online

Appeals for action resound at conference

February 21 2005 at 06:21PM

By Bogonko Bosire

Nairobi - Appeals for the world's governments to renew efforts to protect the Earth's ecology resounded here on Monday as the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) opened its week-long annual governor's conference.

"The environment is not a luxury," said Unep chief Klaus Toepfer as he welcomed more than 1 000 delegates, including some 70 environment and finance ministers, to the agency's Nairobi headquarters.

"Well-nurtured, nature is a life-safer," he said. "It is an economically important insurance policy whose wisdom we ignore at our peril."

The 23rd meeting of Unep's Governing Council kicked off less than a week after the landmark Kyoto Protocol on global warming took effect and as the devastating impact of last year's tsunami disaster is still being assessed.

Both are expected to top the agenda during the five-day conference which, among other things, is expected to issue a report on best environmental practices for countries to follow to prepare for and recover from disasters like the December 26 tsunami that killed nearly 290 000 people.

Toepfer described the tsunami as "a shocking event of Biblical proportions" and said the world had to unite to address the consequences as well as adopt policies to mitigate its impact and the prospects for future similar crises.

The report will make clear that "if you have stable nature, healthy coral reefs, healthy mangroves, healthy seabeds and well-vegetated coastlines", they can safeguard against similar catastrophes, officials said last week.

As they consider Unep's agenda for 2005, the delegates are also looking beyond the tsunami to the latest information on climate change and the link between ecology and sustainable development and poverty eradication.

"Protection of the environment is no longer a matter of choice," Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki said in his keynote address at the opening ceremony. "The survival of humanity depends on the decisions and actions that we adopt today."

He called for universal adherence to the Kyoto Protocol, which entered into force on February 16 without the support of the United States, the world's largest producer of greenhouse gases.

Kibaki said the treaty, which calls for developed nations to make cuts in such emissions, was "an historic step for mankind" that nonetheless had to be built on.

"Now, we must chart the way forward, to inspire creativity and new solutions, forge new partnerships, bring new technologies and devise novel financial instruments," he said.

"The pessimists are now silenced, a pleasant change, let's keep it that way," Kibaki said, urging all developed nations to accept Kyoto "for the sake of sustainable development of this planet."

Another focus of the conference will be the disappointing performance of sub-Saharan Africa in meeting the so-called Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a UN-backed series of yardsticks for improving the quality of life in the developing world by 2015.

According to Unep's 2004 annual report, northern Africa and Asia have either met or are generally on track to halve extreme poverty and hunger by 2015 and improve access to primary education.

But sub-Saharan Africa "stands out for showing no progress across the entire breadth," it said. "All indicators here are pointing at the wrong direction."

Toepfer argued that meeting the MDGs would require concerted action on environmental protection.

"Environment is the golden thread, the red ribbon, running through and all around the MDGs," he said, calling poverty "the most toxic element in the world."

"The planet's environmental services, its natural capital, are as important for overcoming poverty as the world's human and financial capital," Toepfer said.

____________________________________________________________________________________
Prensa Latina

Ministers Discuss in UN Environment and Millennium Goals

United Nations, Feb 21 (Prensa Latina) Ministers of Environment and representatives from over 100 countries are meeting Monday in Nairobi, Kenya, to discuss methods to improve the planet´s health and approach the UN´s millennium goals to reduce poverty. 

The 23rd Session of UN Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum will analyze proposals made in the 2000 summit toward 2015. It will focus on poverty, gender issues and goals for the environment. 

Participants will evaluate the world´s consumption of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), an ozone layer depleting agent. They will also talk about National Parks, reserves and other protected areas. 

The forum´s agenda include panels to analyze proportion of people without plumbing in urban areas and with unpotable water in rural areas. Debates will center attention on the Kyoto Protocol on climate change as a key treaty to negotiate international climate policies and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

"The environment is one of the three pillars to support sustainable development. Let´s work together to make that pillar stronger," said Klaus Toepfer, president of the United Nations Environment Program.

UN millennium goals include cutting poverty and hunger, achieving universal primary education, ensuring environmental sustainability and more.

"I think this one dimensional view is quickly receding and that it is becoming clearer and clearer that without a healthy and stable environment, long lasting economic and social development, let alone eradicating poverty and hunger, will not be possible. 

This is particularly clear in developing countries where so many people are reliant on nature for everything from food and medicine to energy and water supplies," Toepfer said.

Participants will analyze the new scientific links between environmental degradation and a rise of infectious diseases, the environmental impact of the Indian Ocean tsunami, and a strategy to crack down on the plastic bag and waste menace in Kenya.

msl/ima/Hr/mf
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Xinhua

China to strengthen environmental protection

www.chinaview.cn 2005-02-21 19:24:22

    NAIROBI, Feb. 21 (Xinhuanet) -- China will take concrete measures to strengthen its environment protection so as to ensure a sustainable development for the east Asian country, Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan said here Monday during a UN's environment meeting. 

    Ministers and national delegations from over 100 countries in the world is gathering here in Nairobi-based United Nations Environment Program headquarters to discuss in what way efforts should be made to secure the world a better environment and a sustainable development future.

    Zeng said at the opening ceremony that the Chinese government takes sustainable development as a national strategy. By formulating the Program of Action for Sustainable Development in China in the Early 21st century, environmental protection has been incorporated into national development plan and programs.

    He specified in the area of environmental protection, China will give priority to five measures as clean production, developing circular economy, controlling pollutant discharge, promoting ecological preservation and protecting the environment according to law.

    China will carry out auditing and establish a management system for clean production, Zeng said, adding that China will adjust and optimize energy sources, improve energy efficiency, promote the use of clean and renewable energy and clean coal technologies.

    He said, China will further adjust and upgrade traditional industries like metallurgy, construction material, chemical industry, energy, textile and the light industry, quicken the phasing out of out-dated technologies and equipment and close down severely polluting and resource-wasting factories and mines according to law.

    Zeng said China will promote the recycle of resources and vigorously develop the environmental protection industry. China will vigorously promote energy conservation in construction, power sharing at work and at home, certification and compulsory labeling systems for energy and water-saving products and the formulation and implementation of standards for intensive land use.

    Comprehensive treatment will be adopted to control and reduce agriculture non-point source pollution, according to Zeng.

    Also, attention will be paid to new pollution problems such as tail gas, electronic wastes, noise and soil pollution, and a licensing system for pollutant discharge will be widely adopted.

    Zeng also made five proposals to the world environment leaders that the countries must strengthen cooperation in the global context in order to preserve the ecological environment and achieve common development.

    The world should further enhance multilateral and bilateral cooperation, advance economic, technical and management cooperation in an all-round way, conduct cooperation in the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals, and actively explore new areas of cooperation, said Zeng.

    He pledged that the Chinese government will earnestly implement its basic state policy of environmental protection, carry out international environment conventions and make its contribution to resolving the environmental and development issues facing mankind.

    Later Monday, the first China-Africa Environment Cooperation Conference will also be held at the Nairobi-based UNEP headquarters. Zeng and Xie Zhenhua, head of State Environment Protection Administration of China, are expected to make speeches, sharing China's experiences in environment protection, and making proposals for Sino-Africa cooperation.

    The 23rd Session of UNEP Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum entitled "Protecting the Environment: the thread that runs through the Millennium Development Goals" will be held from February 21 to 25 in the UNEP headquarters. Enditem
_____________________________________________________________________________

VOA

UNEP to Focus on Sub-Saharan African Development 

Obstacles preventing Sub-Saharan African countries from achieving United Nations development goals will be on the agenda of next week's governing council meeting of the United Nations Environment Program, to be held in the Kenyan capital.

Officials from the United Nations Environment Program, UNEP, told reporters in Nairobi Friday Sub-Saharan Africa as a whole is lagging far behind in reaching the so-called Millenium Development goals.

These are targets set by the U.N. to reduce poverty, child mortality, and AIDS and other diseases, increase access to primary education, health care, and water, improve the situation of women, and protect the environment.

UNEP's director of the regional office for Africa, Sekou Toure, told VOA the ministers plan to discuss what keeps Africa from reaching these goals.

"One area is the issue of capacity,” he said.  “You invest heavily in some infrastructure. You build them at a cost of millions and millions of dollars. And then you come back 10 years down the road; they are completely dilapidated. The second one is going to be the issue of conflict and post-conflict. We make one step forwards and two steps backwards."

Mr. Toure said discussions will also focus on what he calls "south-south cooperation," assistance one developing nation can give another one. 

In the case of Sub-Saharan Africa, he said, China will figure prominently in efforts to assist African countries, particularly in the area of environmental impact assessments.

Delegations from 100 nations worldwide are expected to attend next week's United Nations Environment Program meeting, which will look at how a healthy environment is key for a country to reach its development goals. 

Executive director Klaus Toepfer said the traditional view that economic growth takes precedence over environmental protection is no longer relevant.

"It is very well known now, it is mainstream thinking, that this is not possible to do, but that you have to integrate environment in the development process if you want to reach these Millenium Development Goals," he noted.

Mr. Toepfer gave the example of deforestation in Kenya, and how the destruction of forests and wetlands has led to a reduction of water in some areas.

Also on the agenda will be how countries can prepare for, and recover from, environmental disasters such as the recent Asian tsunami.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Times of Tibet

The Tsunami and the Brandt report

 By  Mohammed Mesbahi

 

View all articles by Mohammed Mesbahi 

The Tsunami and the Brandt report

Mohammed Mesbahi and Dr Angela Paine
The response of the world public to the tsunami disaster on the 26th December 2004 was (and continues to be) one of heartfelt empathy and an instinctive desire to help fellow human beings in trouble. Never before have so many people, from so many countries given so much to the victims of a disaster. World governments have been shamed into promising far greater sums of aid than they originally wanted to offer by the sheer magnitude of the public’s generosity. The US initially pledged $15 million but in the end promised $350 million while the UK government felt obliged to raise their pledge to $96 million, still a tiny fraction of the money these governments have so far spent ($148 billion –the US and $11.5 billion - the UK) on the war in Iraq. As George Monbiot says, the UK has spent almost twice as much on the war in Iraq as it spends annually on aid to the third world. The US gives just over $16 billion in foreign aid: less than one ninth of the money it has so far burnt in Iraq.

How many people realise, however, as Devinder Sharma points out, that many of the deaths caused by the Tsunami could have been prevented? The area affected has been hit by tsunamis in the past, with far fewer deaths resulting, because the coastlines of South East Asia were protected by a natural defence system, composed of coral reefs and mangrove forests. Many of the previous tsunamis were tamed by the coral reefs before hitting the coast, where they were absorbed by a dense layer of red mangrove trees. These flexible trees, with long branches growing right down into the sand below the surface of the sea, absorb the shock of tsunamis. Behind the red mangrove trees there is a second layer of black mangrove trees, which are taller and slow down the waves. 

Thousands of miles of coastline in South East Asia were densely covered in mangrove forests, protecting the coastline from erosion, absorbing carbon dioxide and providing a breeding ground for crustaceans and fish, on which the local population depended for their livelihood. This was a fragile environment, which ecologists have long recommended should enjoy special protection. In India a Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) was created to protect a 500 meter buffer zone along the coast. 

While the belt of mangrove forest still existed, the people of the area lived inland, behind it. In 1960 a tsunami hit the coast of Bangladesh in an area where the mangroves were intact. No-one died. These mangroves were subsequently cut down by the shrimp (prawn) farming industry and in 1991 thousands of people were killed when a tsunami of the same magnitude hit the same region. On Dec 26th 2004, Pichavaram and Muthupet, in South India, who still have their mangrove forests, suffered fewer casualties than the surrounding mangrove-less areas of coast. Mangroves also acted as a barrier, helping people to survive on Nias Island, Indonesia, close to the epicentre of the Dec 26 tsunami. Burma and the Maldives suffered less from the tsunami because the shrimp and tourism industries had not yet destroyed all their mangroves and coral reefs.

Since the 1960s, the mangrove forests of South East Asia have been systematically destroyed to make way for commercial shrimp (prawn) farming and a massive increase in the tourism industry. The aquaculture and tourism industries succeeded in diluting any protective regulations that were in place, until they were able to take over most of the buffer zone. Almost 70% of the region’s mangrove forests have now disappeared. 

Since three quarters of South East Asian commercial fish species spend part of their life cycle in the mangrove swamps the loss of these swamps has resulted in declining fish harvests. To compound this situation, the commercial feeds, pesticides, antibiotics and non-organic fertilizers used in intensive shrimp farms have generated huge amounts of pollution, destroying the remaining fish and harming the coral reefs. 

As the fish have declined, desperate fishermen resorted to dropping dynamite into the reefs to drive them out. Scientists working for the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) have recently compiled The World Atlas of Coral Reefs, an underwater survey. They found that one third of the world’s coral reefs are in South-east Asia and almost all are under threat. 70% of the world’s coral reefs have already been destroyed. 80% of Indonesia’s reefs are in danger. Dynamite fishing has contributed to the destruction of an ecosystem already under threat from sediment erosion caused by the loss of mangrove forests, shrimp farm pollution and untreated sewage from the tourism industry. 

According to Susan Stonich, University professor from California University, international corporations, based in the first world but operating in the third world, produce 99% of farmed shrimp. But almost all of it is eaten in the US, Western Europe and Japan, where consumption has increased by 300% in the last ten years. Today world shrimp production, in an industry worth $9 billion, is almost 800,000 metric tons and 72% of farmed shrimp comes from Asia. Hundreds of nongovernmental organizations have sprung up at local, national and international levels to oppose this destructive aquaculture industry. In 1997 the Industrial Shrimp Action Network (ISA Net) was formed, a global alliance opposed to unsustainable shrimp farming. Aquaculture corporations responded by forming the Global Aquaculture Alliance (GAA) to counter the claims of the ISA Network. Commercial shrimp farming has displaced local communities, exacerbated conflicts, decreased the quality and quantity of drinking water and decimated the natural fish species on which the local population rely. The population of these areas ended up living right on the coast, without the benefit of their protective mangrove forests. Their coral reefs were by now eroded by pollution, dynamite fishing, tourists (who tread on the reefs) and the rising temperature of the sea.

The reason why the aquaculture and tourism corporations have been allowed to destroy the coastal environment of South East Asia is because the current neoliberal trade system favours corporations over and above all concerns for the environment and the people living in it. Trade liberalisation, through the World Trade Organisation, has enabled corporations to challenge the legislation of the countries they wanted to operate in, legislation that was designed to protect the local environment. 

Ecological and human disasters such as the 2004 tsunami will continue to occur as long as the current Global Economic system is allowed to exist in its present form. 

Way back in the 1980s Willy Brandt warned that the current global economic system, with its emphasis on profit at all costs, would lead to environmental degradation and worsening poverty in the third world. He said “Important harm to the environment and depletion of scarce resources is occurring in every region of the world, damaging soil, sea and air. The biosphere is our common heritage and must be preserved by cooperation – otherwise life itself could be threatened” (North South, 72 -73.) How prophetic these words sound today.

He set up the Independent Commission on International Development Issues to make an in-depth study of the global economy. His team of advisers included many experts in the field of international policy and economics. Their detailed report came to the conclusion that the developed nations dominated international trade and that this was unbalanced and biased in favour of large corporations based in the West. The Brandt Commission was the first major independent global panel to examine connections between the environment, international trade, international economics and the third world. The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development took Brandt’s proposals regarding the environment seriously enough to hold international conferences in Rio in 1992 and in Kyoto in 1997. However America refused to sign the Kyoto Protocol and corporate power prevented any of the Brandt Report recommendations being put into practice. 

The Brandt Reports called for a complete restructuring of the global economy, in order to protect the environment and meet the needs of the world population. Willy Brandt said “We see a world in which poverty and hunger still prevail in many huge regions; in which resources are squandered without consideration of their renewal; in which more armaments are made and sold than ever before; and where a destructive capacity has been accumulated to blow up our planet several times over”. He proposed a Summit of World Leaders, with the backing of a global citizens’ movement, to discuss how to meet the needs of the majority of the world’s people. This would, he recognised, mean reforming the international economy. He proposed a series of measures, including: 

· an emergency aid program to assist countries on the verge of disaster

· third world debt forgiveness

· fair trade

· the stabilisation of world currencies

· a reduction in the arms trade 

· global responsibility for the environment

· A major overhaul of the global economic system. 

Brandt also recognised that poverty contributes to high birth rates and that overpopulation puts pressure on the environment. This has indeed happened all over the world, including South East Asia.

Two decades later, world leaders had not responded to any of Brandt’s proposals in any meaningful way. They continued to allow an ever increasing export of arms to some of the most repressive regimes, and public apathy towards the plight of the world’s hungry billions continued. 

In the 1980s Brandt was calling for preventive action and his proposals were falling on deaf ears. Only now is preventive action beginning to be taken seriously. The World Bank estimates that losses caused by disasters in the 1990s could have been cut by $280 billion if $40 billion had been spent on preventive measures. Whether protection of the environment came into the equation is not clear but surely the preservation of the coastal environment of South East Asia was more important than providing a luxury item of food to the US, Europe and Japan. Brandt also called for coordinated relief programmes for areas where disasters had already occurred.

Only one organisation has the people and the close relationships with governments to make coordinated disaster aid work, the UN’s Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Yet immediately after the tsunami world leaders were in disagreement over coordination of the relief operation. George Bush refused to cooperate with the UN because of his long-running differences with the UN leadership. World opinion eventually forced him to recognise the need for cooperation with the OCHA for the smooth running of the disaster relief. 

However the OCHA is far from perfect, partly because it has not been given the support it needs by all the member countries of the UN. Willy Brandt recognised that the UN needed to be restructured to make it democratic and effective and all the UN agencies needed to be reformed to make them more efficient. He called for emergency programs for food, housing and healthcare to be coordinated. He recommended cutting the red tape to ensure that resources reached impoverished people directly, unfiltered through inefficient bureaucracy. He called for national projects, overseen by representatives from developed and developing nations. 

He recommended that instead of fighting wars, armies and navies from the developed world could be deployed to bring in the food, resources and technology needed to help poor nations reverse hunger and poverty. This has indeed been happening since the tsunami. Armies and navies have indeed been bringing food, resources and technology to the disaster areas. Ironically, as George Monbiot points out in the Guardian Jan 4, the US marines who have been sent to Sri Lanka to help the rescue operation were, just a few weeks ago, murdering the civilians, smashing the homes and evicting the entire population of the Iraqi city of Falluja. 

Since the tsunami world opinion has shifted. People have been so moved by the plight of the people in the devastated areas that they have begun to talk about poverty and injustice in other parts of the world, such as Africa. Some of the poorest people in the world are concentrated in Sub-Saharan Africa, where “We have the resources to save millions of lives and raise the basic infrastructure” (Jeffrey Sachs, Kofi Annan’s Special Adviser). Over the past few decades official development assistance to third world countries has been declining and few donor countries now give the internationally-agreed 0.7% of their gross domestic product. Jeffrey Sachs would like to see donor countries increase their aid budget. But in the end it will be popular opinion which pushes governments into rethinking their aid policies. Since the tsunami, people have been increasingly questioning the meanness of their countries’ aid budgets and demanding that more aid is given to third world countries. 

Jeffrey Sachs has recently presented the “Global Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals”. The report, developed by 300 economists and researchers, reiterates many of the aims of the Brandt Reports: 

· Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

· Achieve universal primary education

· Promote gender equality and empower women

· Reduce child mortality

· Improve maternal health

· Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

· Ensure environmental sustainability 

· Develop a global partnership for development 

20,000 poor people die every day from preventable diseases in Africa, partly because their governments are paying $30 million dollars a day in interest to the World Bank, the IMF and the rich world creditor nations. Currently for every one dollar that is given to Africa in aid one and a half dollars goes out to pay the interest on debts.

Third world debt today is $2.6 trillion. Between 1982 and 2003 the poor world has paid $5.4 trillion in interest. This means that the poor world has already paid back the amount it now owes more than twice. Willy Brandt called for total third world debt forgiveness. However the World Bank, the IMF and rich creditor countries were not prepared to forgo the huge amounts of interest they were receiving every year from poor, heavily-indebted countries. But over the past twenty years a groundswell of public protest has gradually been growing, demanding an end to third world debt. After the tsunami the voice of the protesters grew, with public protests, for example in Belfast, where young people marched, demanding the immediate cancellation of the debts of the countries affected. As a result governments have been pressured into giving third world debt some serious thought. Gordon Brown, who initially proposed freezing debt repayments for a year, is now leading the campaign for 100 percent multilateral debt relief for poor countries. The G8 finally announced on the 9 Jan that all Tsunami afflicted countries would have their debt repayments halted. 

In the past funding for debt relief has come from the aid budget. It is essential that this does not happen now. 

Brandt recommended restructuring the World Trade Organisation to allow proportional representation and decision-making by poor countries of the third world. He wanted to establish a new code of conduct for international corporations, to curb their power and prevent them from carrying out environmentally unsound practices and to improve conditions of the workers. He proposed trade liberalisation and the removal of trade barriers. Unfortunately GATT has done just that, but only in the third world, while maintaining protectionist trade barriers in the first world, where the rich counties spend $300 billion every year in subsidies, subsidies that prevent the poor countries having access to their markets. Brandt wanted to remove these subsidies, which give the rich world an unfair advantage.

Since Brandt’s reports the World Trade Organisation and the Free Trade Agreements have carried out a policy of perpetual trade liberalisation at any price. The result has been disastrous for the third world, which comprises 85% of the world population. Their share of international trade is only 25% because prices for everything that they export, from raw materials to cash crops, have fallen and continue to fall. Legislation designed to promote health and protect the environment in third world countries has been challenged and overruled in the name of trade liberalisation.

The Brandt Reports noted that the abolition of the gold standard had had a disastrous effect on the currencies of third world countries. When the US set up the flexible exchange rate system in 1971 third world currencies began to fluctuate and in most cases to fall in value. This was/is because investors could now buy and sell currencies on the world stock market, thus causing their value to increase or decrease at a moments notice. Rich countries such as the US and the EU were better protected against these currency fluctuations simply because they had larger amounts of money. This has led to rich people in third world countries investing their money in the US in order to protect it from the monetary instability of their own countries. This money has bolstered the US dollar, which otherwise would not be able to withstand the enormous fiscal and trade deficits incurred during the Bush administration. 

Brandt wanted to stabilise world currencies and another Nobel Prize-winner, the economist James Tobin, proposed a solution. In 1971 he suggested that a tax of less than 0.5% on all foreign currency exchange transactions would deter currency speculation. Support is growing for the Tobin tax, which would reduce the volatility of exchange rates and raise much needed revenue to pay for sustainable human development.

Brandt was concerned about the huge waste of resources involved in military spending. Arms sales to poor countries contribute to conflict, increase their burden of debt and further impoverish them. According to Clare Short’s recent White Paper, 24 of the 40 poorest countries in the world, mostly in Africa, have recently suffered and continue to suffer armed conflict. The Brandt Reports recommended the conversion of arms production into civilian production, reducing arms exports, making the whole arms export business transparent and taxing the arms trade. 

Since the Brandt Reports sales of armaments have increased massively, with the US and the UK two of the largest producers and exporters. In 1999 Britain was exporting about £4 billion worth of armaments per annum. The UK has a government agency especially dedicated to the promotion of arms export: the Defence Export Services Organisation (DESO).

 The British Government, which actively encourages the sale of arms to poor countries, has recently granted arms export licences to a number of countries with repressive regimes. 

British tax payers subsidise the armament industry to the tune of approximately £200 million per annum. The reason why governments subsidise corporations who export weapons is because the public allow them to. Tax payers’ money benefits arms exporters, who do inestimable harm to the third world countries who buy the arms. These countries are spending money they can ill afford on armaments, instead of investing in services. The Campaign against the Arms Trade recommends putting a stop to subsidies to arms manufacturers and exporters. Now, more than ever before, the madness of making and exporting arms should be exposed. According to estimates from the World Bank, world poverty could be relieved by spending approximately one tenth of the world’s annual military budget.

Not everything in the Brandt Reports is relevant today but significant portions of it are more relevant than ever: those parts that refer to the necessity to cancel third world debt, reduce arms trading and to put in place and enforce international legislation to protect the environment. The world was not ready for these proposals in the 1980s but it is ready now. A huge groundswell of public opinion is calling for debt cancellation, a reduction in arms trading and a halt to the destruction of the environment. The Brandt Reports have been updated by James Quilligan. see: www.brandt21forum.info 

Nobel Prize winner, Willy Brandt had high hopes when he and his team of experts compiled their detailed reports. They had spent years researching world poverty and the best way to alleviate it. Brandt’s far reaching vision predicted many of the human and ecological disasters that have (and continue to) occurred since the 1980s, as a result of neoliberal economic policies. His reports laid out an alternative system of global governance, based on the principle of sharing: sharing the world’s resources and sharing responsibility for the environment. He proposed that every member of the human race had a right to food, water, shelter, clothing, education and healthcare. Only when every human being’s basic needs have been fulfilled will the world’s population stabilise. Social sustainability is the prerequisite for environmental sustainability.

Perhaps world leaders could be persuaded to re-examine both the original reports and their updated version and to come together to discuss how to implement some of the recommendations. World opinion is calling for a more equitable and just world in which everyone has the right to food, water, shelter, clothing, education and healthcare; where the power of corporations is curbed in favour of human rights and the environment; where governments are shamed into putting a stop to arms exports and where the money currently squandered in wars is spent on raising the standard of living of the world’s poor. 

Without sharing the world’s resources there can be no justice and without justice there can be no peace

_____________________________________________________________________________

Der Standard, Austria 21 February 2005

Klimawandel beschleunigt Ausbreitung von Krankheiten
Verbreitung von Malaria eng mit Eingriffen in die Umwelt verbunden
[image: image20.png]


 Nairobi - Veränderungen der Umwelt beschleunigen die Ausbreitung von Krankheiten, die bereits als eingedämmt galten, heißt es in einem am Montag in Nairobi vorgestellten Jahrbuch des UN- Umweltprogramms (UNEP). "In den 70er Jahren war Dengue-Fieber in neun Ländern verbreitet, heute kommt die Krankheit in etwa 100 Ländern vor", sagte Marion Cheatle, eine der Autorinnen des Jahrbuchs.

Auch die Ausbreitung von Malaria sei eng mit Eingriffen in die Umwelt verbunden. Etwa sechs Prozent aller Malariafälle der vergangenen 25 Jahre haben demnach ihre Ursache im Klimawandel. Wenn das Klima sich erwärmt, vermehren sich die Malaria übertragenden Mücken besonders gut. Sie finden auch neue Brutplätze, wenn Regenwälder abgeholzt werden oder Minenarbeiter Gruben im Boden hinterlassen, die sich mit Wasser füllen.

"In einer intakten Umwelt ist es leichter, die Krankheitsträger in Schach zu halten", sagte Cheatle. Infektionskrankheiten machen mittlerweile ein Viertel aller Todesursachen aus, in Afrika sind es sogar zwei Drittel. (APA/dpa)

___________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press Worldstream - German

Montag, 21. Februar 2005 

ÜBERSCHRIFT: Indonesische Regierung spricht jetzt von über 127.000 Todesopfern
 

TEXT:


Die Zahl der in Indonesien registrierten Todesopfer der Flutwellenkatastrophe ist um über 4.000 auf 127.414 gestiegen, wie das Sozialministerium in Jakarta am Montag mitteilte. Die Zahl der Vermissten wird von dem Ministerium jetzt auf 116.368 beziffert, das ist eine Steigerung um über 104.000 gegenüber seinen früheren Angaben. 

Eine Beamtin des Ministeriums erklärte, die Angaben fußten auf Meldungen von Mitarbeitern einer speziellen Arbeitsgruppe, die in der am schwersten betroffenen Provinz Aceh tätig sind.

Die Beamtin hatte keine Erklärung für den sprunghaften Anstieg der Zahlen. Allerdings hatten Angehörige von Hilfsorganisationen bereits früher erklärt, eine vorher von dem Ministerium verbreitete Zahl von 12.046 Vermissten sei unerklärbar niedrig.

Die Behörde für Koordination der Katastrophenhilfe, die eine eigene Statistik führt, sprach am Montag von mindestens 122.360 Todesopfern, nachdem in Aceh 1.013 weitere Leichen entdeckt worden seien. Die von ihr erfasste Vermisstenzahl sank um rund 1.000 auf 113.937.

Die in Nairobi beheimatete UN-Umweltagentur berichtete, von Umweltverschmutzung und Raubbau vorgeschädigte Küstenstriche seien bei der Naturkatastrophe vom 26. Dezember schwerer mitgenommen worden als gut erhaltene. Küsten mit intakten vorgelagerten Korallenriffen, Mangrovenwäldern, bewachsenen Dünen und robusten Küstenwäldern hätten sich besser gehalten, erklärte der Direktor der Agentur, Klaus Töpfer. Der komplette Bericht soll am Dienstag veröffentlicht werden.

UPDATE: 21. Februar 2005

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters 

Bush Disappoints Europe With Climate Change Ideas 
BELGIUM: February 22, 2005

BRUSSELS - US President George W. Bush on Monday disappointed European environmental activists who had hoped for a wider commitment from the world's largest polluter to fighting global warming. 

"This is as groundbreaking as saying that Brussels has bad weather and good chocolate," said Greenpeace climate expert Mahi Sideridou. 
On his first visit to Europe since his second inauguration a month ago, Bush stuck to familiar themes in a keynote speech meant to mend fences damaged by the Iraq war and US rejection of the Kyoto environmental treaty. 

Bush, who alienated allies and environmentalists by pulling out of the Kyoto pact in 2001, repeated his call to use technology to fight the effects of rising temperatures. 

"All of us expressed our views on the Kyoto Protocol, and now we must work together on the way forward," Bush said in Brussels, headquarters of the 25-nation European Union. 

"Emerging technologies, such as hydrogen-powered vehicles, electricity from renewable energy sources (and) clean coal technology will encourage economic growth that is environmentally responsible." 

Kyoto entered into force last week without the United States, which insists the pact would hurt its economy and complains it unfairly excludes developing nations. 

The European Union, considered a global leader on climate change, was instrumental in saving the agreement by securing ratification from Russia. Europeans hoped Bush's rapprochement tour this week would show more US willingness to act on climate change. 

"I can't see any rapprochement. I can see the US line and the EU line. The question is will the EU leaders call him on that or pretend they're happy with what the US is doing," said Sideridou, of Greenpeace, the environmental lobbying group. 


WILLING TO TALK? 

US officials said Bush wanted to show he was willing to work on the problem with Europe. The issue was likely to come up in private talks with EU leaders during the week. 

The European executive Commission is keen to get the United States on board in planning a post-Kyoto climate change regime. EU Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas said on Monday technology advances were good -- but not sufficient. 

"Technologies are important and the European Union has always been keen for progress in this area," he told Reuters by telephone. "However, to combat climate change, this is not enough. Action is needed now. Significant reductions in emissions worldwide must be agreed." 

Dimas said he thought Bush was open to talk about the issue. 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair has put climate change at the top of his country's agenda as president of the Group of Eight (G8) major industrialised nations this year and as holder of the EU presidency during the second half of 2005. 

Blair, Bush's top ally, has said the US president wants to start discussing measures to combat climate change. Blair has suggested an agreement on the issue may be presented in July. 

Under Kyoto, the EU has backed binding targets for carbon dioxide reduction. The United States has backed voluntary targets while putting billions of dollars into research on climate change technology. 

"All of us can use the power of human ingenuity to improve the environment for generations to come," Bush said on Monday. 

(Additional reporting by Steve Holland) 


Story by Jeff Mason
____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Kenya's struggle to save forests 

As more than 100 environment ministers meet in Nairobi, the Kenyan government is under growing pressure to try to conserve the environment as well as provide job opportunities for its people. 
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Many people rely on logging for their livelihoods


Nearly five years ago, the government imposed a ban on logging in order to curb deforestation and to conserve the country's major water catchment areas. 

Despite that the Kenyan government says it remains alarmed at the rate at which the country's forest cover is being depleted. 

More than 90% of the original national forest cover has now been lost. 

Environment Minister Kalonzo Musyoka bluntly warns: "Unless we rapidly improve our forest cover and our management we will face a national disaster." 

But there is growing resentment from those involved in the timber industry, who say the ban on logging is affecting the economy, due to the high levels of unemployment as result of the closure of many sawmills. 

Timber town 
One of the worst affected towns is Elburgon town, whose economy was devastated following the ban on logging. 
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The Gachagua sawmills in Elburgon, in the Rift Valley province, used to work flat out. 

Now there are a just a few casual workers busy at their machines working on the little timber available from private tree farms. 

An estimated 100,000 people who were directly or indirectly employed in the timber industry are reported to have lost their livelihoods countrywide following the government ban, a third of them from Elburgon town. 

Choices 
Last year, Kenya won international recognition when one of its own, Professor Wangari Maathai won the Nobel Peace prize for her efforts in conserving the environment. 

Professor Maathai, a deputy minister for environment, says sacrifices have to be made in the fight to conserve the environment. 
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Some 90% of Kenya's original forests have gone 


"I know there is pain when sawmills close and Kenyans lose jobs but we have to make a choice. We need water and we need these forests." 

Elburgon town is situated along the Mau Complex belt, which according to environmental groups, is the largest remaining forest block in East Africa. 

The chairman of the Kenya Timber Manufacturers Association, George Gitonga, complains that the government ban has ruined their businesses. 

"We have 1.17m hectares of indigenous forest which is purely for conservation. The 120,000 hectares of plantation wood was meant to support the industry," he says. 

"The amount of produce we remove from the forest accounts for only 5% of the total of wood used in the country," he says. 

The scramble for Kenya's forest resources is perhaps best exemplified by the struggle by one of Kenya's ethnic groups, the Ogiek community, which has campaigned to be allowed to remain in what they call their indigenous areas, deep within Kenya's forests. 

Joseph Towett from the Ogiek Welfare Council says the term forest does not even exist in their vocabulary. 

"We see the trees as part of our larger society. We also see the animals and plants as part of our larger environment. This is our home." 

With recent ethnic clashes in various parts of the country being linked to dwindling water resources, the struggle to conserve Kenya's environment is fast becoming a major headache for the government. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update – 22 February 2005

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

The Tsunami and the Brandt report
Times of Tibet, Tibet, 22 February 2005 (Mohammed Mesbahi and Dr Angela Paine) - The response of the world public to the tsunami disaster on the 26th December 2004 was (and continues to be) one of heartfelt empathy and an instinctive desire to help fellow human beings in trouble. Never before have so many people, from so many countries given so much to the victims of a disaster. World governments have been shamed into promising far greater sums of aid than they originally wanted to offer by the sheer magnitude of the public’s generosity. …
… As the fish have declined, desperate fishermen resorted to dropping dynamite into the reefs to drive them out. Scientists working for the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) have recently compiled The World Atlas of Coral Reefs, an underwater survey. They found that one third of the world’s coral reefs are in South-east Asia and almost all are under threat. 70% of the world’s coral reefs have already been destroyed. 80% of Indonesia’s reefs are in danger. Dynamite fishing has contributed to the destruction of an ecosystem already under threat from sediment erosion caused by the loss of mangrove forests, shrimp farm pollution and untreated sewage from the tourism industry. 
http://www.timesoftibet.com/articles/302/1/The-Tsunami-and-the-Brandt-report/print/302 

Report looks at environmental impact of Asian tsunami
CNN, 21 February 2005 - NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- Coastlines already damaged by pollution and man's poor land management suffered more from the southeast Asian tsunami than those with healthy coral reefs and other natural protection, the U.N. environment chief said Monday.
This is one of the conclusions of a United Nations interim report on the environmental impact of the tsunami that is estimated to have killed at least 170,000 people in 11 countries in Asia and Africa, U.N. environment agency Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told world environment ministers.
http://www.cnn.com/2005/TECH/science/02/21/un.tsunami.impact.ap/ 
Ministers meet to discuss UN's future work on environment protection
NAIROBI, Feb. 21 (Xinhuanet) -- Ministers and national delegations from over 100 countries gathered here Monday to discuss ways on how to improve environment to reach the UN's millennium goals for poverty eradication. 
    Klaus Toepfer, head of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) re-commits his agency's efforts to strengthen environment protection as he stated at the opening ceremony for the 23rd Session of UNEP Governing Council and Global Ministerial Environment Forum. 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-02/21/content_2600649.htm 

China vows to keep its environment clean
China Daily, China - (Agencies), Updated: 2005-02-22 - Emerging economic giant China vowed to protect its environment and clean up existing damage despite the challenges posed by its rapid development. 
Chinese Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan, the highest level foreign official attending the annual conference of the UN Environment Programme's (UNEP) board of governors, said on Monday that Beijing was committed to preserving its ecosystem. 
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-02/22/content_418286.htm 

General Environment News

China proposes strengthened environmental cooperation with Africa
People's Daily Online, China , 22 February 2005 - Chinese Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan made three proposals in Nairobi on Monday to enhance cooperation with African countries on environmental protection, in a bid to maintain sustainable growth for the developing countries. 
China, the biggest developing country, and Africa, the continent with the biggest number of developing countries, share vast prospects for cooperation on environmental protection, said Zeng at the first China-Africa Environmental Cooperation Conference held on the sidelines of a UN environment meeting.
http://english.people.com.cn/200502/22/eng20050222_174209.html 

China to strengthen environmental protection
NAIROBI, Feb. 21 (Xinhuanet) -- China will take concrete measures to strengthen its environment protection so as to ensure a sustainable development for the east Asian country, Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan said here Monday during a UN's environment meeting.      
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-02/21/content_2600705.htm 

40 dead, scores missing in Indonesian landslide 
ABS CBN News, Philippines, 22 February 2005 - CILUMUS, Indonesia - At least 40 people were killed and scores were missing under rubble and mud after heavy rain caused a landslide on Monday near a garbage dump in Indonesia's West Java province, rescue officials said.

…South of Bandung, more than 10,000 people were evacuated as floods neared their homes, local radio said. Bandung is around 85 miles southeast of Jakarta. 

Landslides are common in other areas of Indonesia, with many blamed on deforestation across vast areas. In April 2004, 44 people died in a landslide in West Sumatra province.
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/FlashNewsStory.aspx?FlashOID=24113 
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URL: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7006930/
Amazon at a crossroads after nun's murder? 
Logging had been rampant, but there's no certainty that will change
By Michael Astor
The Associated Press
Updated: 10:44 a.m. ET Feb. 21, 2005

ON THE BOA ESPERANCA SETTLEMENT, Brazil - A crude cross of tree branches marks the spot where American nun Dorothy Stang died on a red mud road cutting through dense green jungle. It also marks ground zero of a battle over how the Amazon, the world’s largest remaining tropical wilderness, will be developed — or destroyed.

Stang, 73, a spunky, softly spoken nun from Dayton, Ohio, was shot dead on Feb. 12 in a dispute with an influential rancher in the eastern Amazon state of Para, on the frontier of forest and development, where powerful interests collide with the Amazon’s poor.

“Before she came here, she was in southern Para, where loggers cut down everything, and she saw that model brought only disgrace for many and improvements for only a few,” said Felicio Pontes Jr., a federal prosecutor who often worked with Stang on land issues. “She vowed not to let that happen here.”

That vow cost Stang her life — and made her a symbol for rain forest defenders.

When Stang, a member of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, was shot she became the most celebrated martyr to die defending the rain forest since Chico Mendes, the rubber tapper and guardian of the Amazon who was killed in 1988.

While Mendes’ death brought international attention, increased environmental awareness and government regulations, much has remained the same.



Stang tried to use laws
The Amazon is still a wild, mostly lawless region. Loggers, ranchers and developers are still cutting it down — about 20 percent of the 1.6 million square mile wilderness already has been destroyed.

An estimated 9,169 square miles of the Amazon rain forest was cut down in 2003, the last year for which government figures are available.

Like Mendes, Stang preached living in harmony with the forest rather than cutting it down for quick gain. But Stang, unlike Mendes, had a vast arsenal of environmental laws and land use regulations that strengthened her argument with ranchers.

Not that many listened.

“Dorothy would call up all the government agencies and demand this and that, and when they’d hang up on her she’d go to Belem (the state capital) or Brasilia and knock on their doors. She’d even open up their file cabinets,” remembers Claudia Marcia Cavalcante, 31, an agricultural technician with the farming cooperative formed by Stang.

Stang’s success earned her the hostility of local ranchers, who were used to grabbing whatever land they wanted, using forged deeds or no deeds at all.

“They throw up a fence and send ’pistoleiros’ to stay there and keep people out. If there are people there they burn down their huts and force them off at gun point,” explained Cavalcante.

Rancher apparently fled scene
According to witnesses, Stang was killed because she was trying to halt logging in an area of near-pristine jungle coveted by rancher Vitalmiro Goncalves Moura. Police are searching for Moura but think he fled the region after the killing.

Another suspect in her death, Amair Freijoli da Cunha, has surrendered to police in Altamira, a city about 80 miles from where Stang was killed, police said Saturday.

And on Sunday, police captured one of two suspected gunmen, identified as Rayfran das Neves Sales.

Cunha was accompanied by a lawyer and admitted knowing Moura but denied being involved in Stang’s killing, police said. Authorities say Cunha hired the two purported gunmen and served as the intermediary between the killers and Moura, whom police accuse of ordering the killing.

Stang claimed Moura had no right to the land where she wanted to create a Sustainable Development Project — where settlers are granted land if they agree to preserve the forest.

For weeks, men working for Moura knocked down and burned the settlers’ rickety thatched-roof huts in an attempt to expel them from the land.

“They kept burning down the huts and Dorothy kept having us put them back up. She ruined their plans, so they killed her,” said settler Raimundo Alfredo Campelo Maia, 39, who lives near the spot where Stang was killed.

Lifetime of helping others
Maia recalls taking long walks with Stang through the jungle to visit poor settlers, where she talked about her commitment to the poor and saving the environment.

“She always spent the night with the poorest people. She lived like they lived and ate what they ate,” said Maia.

She learned compassion early, growing up in a Catholic family during the post-Depression years with nine brothers and sisters.

The family wasted nothing, using tire treads to resole shoes and saving apple and potato peels for compost. Her younger sister Barbara recalled that the family welcomed the needy, taking in strangers for weeks until they found a job at a local factory.

Two of Stang’s brothers became priests. She went further, spending 23 years in this remote jungle region, quietly lobbying the government to improve education, the rutted dirt roads and health care.

She taught local residents to protect the environment and to form farming cooperatives to sell the fruits harvested from the forest.

In the past five years, Stang began to focus intently on environmental and land issues. The area was in transition, and government plans to pave the nearby Trans-Amazon highway and build a massive hydroelectric dam brought people flooding into the Anapu region.

Loggers also started moving in.

The dense jungle around the town was quickly cut down to make room for simple clapboard houses, and the jungle trails were widened to let logging trucks in.

Stang was a watchdog, alerting government agencies to environmental abuses and checking if loggers had legitimate land title. She received frequent death threats, and colleagues say she was part of a long list of union organizers and activists slated to die.

“She fought hard. Maybe with her blood she’ll accomplish in death what she couldn’t accomplish during her life,” said Rev. Lucas Rodriguez, a priest who work with Stang in the region for many years.

New protection, on paper at least
Amid an international outcry over Stang’s death, President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva on Thursday put nearly 19,900 square miles of Amazon land under federal environmental protection and suspended logging in some hotly disputed areas.

But many worry that the protection will exist only on paper, and that illegal logging will continue. The Amazon is just too big to control, they say.

Jose Roberval de Souza, president of the local association of logging industries, called Stang a friend and said her death was tragic. But he blamed it on excessive regulations, saying they make legal logging difficult and encourage illegal activity and land grabbing.

“If you want us to stop logging, make a law and ban the practice altogether. We just want to know how we are supposed to work,” said Souza. “We are in favor of reserves but in a way that loggers can do their work.”
© 2005 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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By Mario Osava*
Contaminated soil threatens the health of some two million people in Brazil, say authorities. Gas stations are the leading culprits behind this type of pollution in the state of Sao Paulo, the nation's industrial center.
RIO DE JANEIRO - Buildings whose foundations could explode and farms with toxic soil are the warning signals in Brazil about the risks of industrialization without precautionary measures. 

According to a preliminary report released in late January by the Health Ministry there are at least 689 areas in Brazil with ''contaminated or potentially contaminated soil'' and which are home to a total of 1.9 million people. 

Sao Paulo state, Brazil's industrial center, holds 157 of the sites already identified in the preliminary inventory, with 470,950 residents ''exposed or at risk of exposure'' to the contamination. 

But CETESB, the state's environmental clean-up agency and a pioneer in Latin America, recorded 255 contaminated sites in Sao Paulo in 2002, 727 in 2003 and 1,366 in November 2004. 

The multiplication of sites does not necessarily represent new contamination, but rather greater public awareness, which led to greater reporting, more intensive inspections by officials, and even recognition of blame by those responsible, CESTESB official told Tierramérica. 

''No longer does a company acquire real estate without first examining its environmental 'liabilities','' said Rocca. 

These liabilities, which affect soil and underground water, have accumulated over ''60 years of industrial development'' in Brazil, concentrated in Sao Paulo, noted Rocca. 

Contaminated areas multiplied in Sao Paulo mostly due to gas stations, responsible for 69.7 percent of the total sites recorded by CETESB. 

There are 8,000 of these service stations in the state, and they are now required to obtain an environmental license, which means each undergoes analysis -- thus revealing spill sites, and old, corroded metal tanks. 

Industry is the second leading source of contamination, responsible for 18 percent. Accidents and inadequate handling of waste produce contamination. 

In Mauá, near the city of Sao Paulo, buildings were constructed upon an underground industrial waste storage site, which produces gases that could explode. The risk is mitigated through gas extraction, but the value of the real estate plummeted. 

Known contamination requires emergency measures, such as blocking use of surrounding underground water supplies, and preventing residents from inhaling toxic vapors, said Rocca. 

But many companies resist taking responsibilities and are turning to the courts to gain time, as occurs in industrialized countries like Germany and France, where a resolution to the problem takes ''a minimum of two years,'' he said. 

An example of serious contamination and a successful resolution, Rocca said, was the case of Acumuladores Ajax, in Baurú, 345 km from Sao Paulo. The company's battery recovery unit was closed in early 2002 when lead contamination was found in the surrounding areas. 

Of 857 children under 12 who were examined -- all living within one km from the factory -- 314 had high levels of lead in their blood and received medical attention. They will receive follow-up treatments until 2012. 

Attention was focused in the children because their bodies absorb more lead and they suffer more from the effects of lead poisoning, which can damage the central nervous system, explained Marcia Simonetti, epidemiology monitoring director for the state health department in the Baurú region. 

In the poor neighborhoods affected, a five-centimeter layer of soil was removed from roads, patios and vacant lots. Streets and homes with dirt floors were paved, and water tanks were cleaned. Studies were conducted to determine the presence of lead in milk and in locally grown vegetables, the consumption of which was restricted. 

This success, especially in health assistance and follow-up with the children, was due to rapid coordination and cooperation of several health, environmental and administrative agencies, both state and municipal, with collaboration from universities and research centers, Simonetti told Tierramérica. 

Action was taken ''with transparency'' for the population and the company, which contributed equipment and transportation, and agreed to store contaminated soil, she said. 

The contaminated sites found ''are only the tip of the iceberg,'' but it is inevitable that the population will have to live with the undesirable effects of industrialization because alternatives are not always available, Simonetti said. 

Rocca is optimistic about a more aware public and institutions that are active on the issue, but deplores the lack of specific legislation for dealing with contaminated soil and water. When the culprit is unknown or is unable to finance the clean up, the state has to step in, said the CETESB official. 

A typical case is the Mantovani Landfill in Santo Antonio da Posse, 150 km from Sao Paulo, where hundreds of tons of toxic industrial waste from more than 60 companies accumulated from 1974 until CETESB stepped in to shut down the site in 1987. 

The resulting soil and water contamination could extend to neighboring fields and rivers. 

Between 22 and 74 million dollars are needed to launch a clean up, and the owner of the landfill does not have enough money. Waldemar Mantovani has already been found guilty by the courts, said Rocca. Now pressure is on the companies that produced the industrial waste to cover the costs. 

* Mario Osava is an IPS correspondent.
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21 February 2005

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
Our guest at today’s briefing will be Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and the Emergency Relief Coordinator, to give you an update on the humanitarian situation in Darfur, Sudan.

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of Indonesia and East Timor:

“The Secretary-General decided to appoint Justice Prafullachandra Bhagwati of India, Professor Yozo Yokota of Japan, and Ms. Shaista Shameem of Fiji, to an independent Commission of Experts to review the prosecution of serious human rights violations committed in East Timor in 1999.

“The Secretary-General recalls that the Security Council, in its resolution 1573 (2004), reaffirmed the need to fight against impunity.  In response, the Secretary-General on 11 January informed the President of the Security Council of his decision to establish a Commission of Experts.  On 26 of that month, the President of the Security Council responded to the Secretary-General that the members of the Council had taken note of it.

“The Commission would assess the progress made by the judicial processes in Dili and Jakarta, and make recommendations to the Secretary-General with regard to possible future actions.  The Commission would further consider how its analysis could be of assistance to the Commission of Truth and Friendship, which Indonesia and Timor-Leste agreed to establish.  In his letters of 22 December to President Yudhoyono of Indonesia and President Gusmao of Timor-Leste, the Secretary-General outlined to them the tasks of the Commission, and requested their cooperation.

“The Secretary-General is of the view that the work of the Commission could complement that of the Truth and Friendship Commission, and expresses his hope that the Governments of Indonesia and Timor-Leste will extend full cooperation to the Commission of Experts.”

**WHO/DRC Plague
The World Health Organization (WHO) is helping health authorities in the Democratic Republic of the Congo deal with what appears to be an outbreak of pneumonic plague in the Ituri district, in the province of Oriental, in the country’s north-east.

As of this past Tuesday, WHO has received reports of 61 deaths from the plague, but the total number of cases is still not known.

The cases have occurred among workers in a diamond mine where around 7,000 people work.

Preliminary results from rapid diagnostic tests in the area confirm pneumonic plague, and the cases had clinical features compatible with the disease.  We have more on this upstairs.

**Haiti
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Haiti, Juan Gabriel Valdés, said progress has been made in security for Haiti, but difficulties remain, particularly in the disarmament process.

Valdés made the comments at a conference on Haiti, attended by heads of State and foreign ministers from the Caribbean Community, which ended yesterday in Suriname.

Valdés also called on the member States of CARICOM to support reconstruction efforts in Haiti, in line with the Secretary-General’s earlier appeals on the subject.  We have a press release upstairs in French only.

**DSG
The Deputy Secretary-General will travel to Strasbourg and Brussels from 23 to 25 February for her annual visit to the European Union institutions.

In Strasbourg, she will address a joint meeting of the European Parliament Foreign Affairs Committee with the Trade, Development and Budget Committees.  She will also meet with the President of the European Parliament.  In Brussels, she will have meetings with José Manuel Barroso, the President of the European Commission, with Javier Solana, Secretary-General of the Council of the European Union and High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy and with a number of commissioners.

In the course of her visits, she will also meet with Karel de Gucht, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belgium, Jean Louis Schiltz, Minister of Cooperation and Humanitarian Affairs of Luxembourg and other high-level officials.

Among the key topics to be discussed during the Deputy Secretary-General’s visit are preparations for the 2005 high-level event of the General Assembly on the implementation of the Millennium Declaration, UN reform issues, and cooperation between the UN and the EU.

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.  The next scheduled meeting of the Council is Tuesday.  The subject is the Middle East.

In a presidential statement on small arms, issued by the Security Council yesterday, the Council encouraged Member States to undertake vigorous actions aimed at restricting the supply of small arms, light weapons, and ammunition to areas of instability.

At the same, however, the Council reaffirmed the inherent right of States to import, produce and retain such weapons for their self-defence and security needs.

**Tsunami
And now a tsunami update from Banda Aceh, in Indonesia.

The World Food Programme (WFP) has just released a report from its Emergency Food Security Assessment Mission to Aceh province.  It estimates that nearly 800,000 people there may be in need of food assistance over the next few months.  The agency also notes that, as access improves, more and more hungry survivors are being found.

Meanwhile, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) -- in addition to distributing hygiene and reproductive health kits -- is supporting the re-establishment of reproductive health services in the hardest-hit districts of Aceh.  It is also conducting a gender needs assessment to identify specific problems faced by women and girls.

And then for its part, the International Labour Organization (ILO) has begun a programme to teach survivors how to start and improve their own businesses in Banda Aceh.  There is more in a briefing note upstairs.

**SG Report – Censuses
Out on the racks today is a report by the Secretary-General on population and housing censuses.

Among other things, it notes that the Statistics Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs is initiating a programme, to be implemented from 2005 to 2014 -- if we’re all still here -- which intends to get all countries to agree on international principles governing national censuses.  The report also looks at efforts taken by the regional commissions in the area of population and census-taking.

**Kazakhstan
Almost 1.5 million young people will be immunized against measles and rubella over the next two weeks in Kazakhstan.  The mass immunization campaign, covering the entire country, aims to stop a recent outbreak of measles.  The United Nations Children’s Fund and the World Health Organization are supporting this campaign.  And we have a press release on that upstairs.

**The Week Ahead at the United Nations
We have The Week Ahead to help you cover the UN next week, which is a four-day week because of the holiday on Monday.

**Guest at Noon – Tuesday
And then on Tuesday, our guest here will be Kristin Hetle, Chief of the UN Population Fund’s Media Services Branch.  And she will be here to talk about “Fistula Fortnight” Nigeria, the largest surgical effort to treat women living with obstetric fistula.

That’s all I have for you.

Abdurrahim?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, two questions on Lebanon and on Iraq.  Lakhdar Brahimi said he was in Lebanon to convey his condolences to the Lebanese, implying that he wasn’t there as man who brokered the Taif agreement.  To what extent is the SG concerned that the Taif agreement may come unstuck?

Spokesman:  I mean, he’ll always be the man who brokered the Taif agreement.  And I think that’s why he was so welcomed there by so many people.  But his official reason for going there was merely to represent the Secretary-General at the funeral.

Is the Secretary-General concerned that the Taif agreement could become unstuck?  I think everyone is concerned about the effects of the assassination of Mr. Hariri on Lebanese politics and society.  I don’t think we want to speculate about how bad it could get or whether things will fall apart because international efforts are now focused on preventing the worst from happening.

But, sure, everyone is worried about it.

Question:  And are you in a position to tell us to what extent he may have been successful in assuaging fears in Lebanon that the Taif agreement may come unstuck?

Spokesman:  Who?  Who “he”?  Brahimi was there to attend the funeral.  I can’t tell you anything about the conversations he might have had with Lebanese officials and personalities.  I just don’t know.

Question:  And on Iraq, the bombings in Iraq.  To what extent does the SG feel that they may further stress the politics in Iraq?

Spokesman:  You have triggered a statement:

“The Secretary-General condemns the deadly mosque bombings that took place today during prayer in Baghdad.  He conveys his deepest sympathy and condolences to the families of the victims.

“The Secretary-General regrets the continued acts of intolerance and violence, particularly when perpetrated against innocent civilians and places of worship.  Now that Iraqis have successfully held their elections, the Secretary-General appeals to Iraqis of all faiths, ethnic backgrounds and political persuasions to come together in a spirit of dialogue and national reconciliation to build a peaceful, democratic and prosperous Iraq.

“The United Nations will continue to stand by the Iraqi people to help them succeed in this critical period of their history.”

Question:  Let me see if I can trigger another statement.

Spokesman:  I don’t have any more.

Question:  Does the SG view these bombings as just another series of bombings or is this something that could lead to further deterioration in the security situation, not just in Baghdad, but elsewhere in Iraq?

Spokesman:  We were there to work on the elections and we’re now there to help the Iraqis, if they want, with the writing of a constitution.  I don’t think we want to speculate on that question; at least not now.

Yes, Susie?

Question:  Fred, could you confirm that the report in the Independent newspaper today that the OIOS report on Mr. Lubbers is an accurate representation of what the report says?  And will the Secretary-General, on the basis of what we have read in the Independent, be asking Mr. Lubbers to resign?

Spokesman:  As far as we can tell, yes, the details that were in the Independent article are an accurate reflection of what is in the report.  And we will tell you if we have something to give you about the Secretary-General’s meeting with Mr. Lubbers only after it’s been finished.

David?

Question:  Just to follow up.  Is it within the Secretary-General’s power to ask him to resign?  Or who makes that decision?  Or is it purely up to Mr. Lubbers?

Spokesman:  That’s not written anywhere, as far as I know.  But I think that the Secretary-General would judge Mr. Lubbers as a staff member, as he already has done when he received the first OIOS report.  Nothing has changed since the Secretary-General got that report, except that you now know some of the details of it.  But the issue at the time, of course, was the OIOS report, Mr. Lubbers’ response and then on that basis the Secretary-General made a difficult judgement.

James?

Question:  Fred, does the Secretary-General continue to have confidence in Mr. Lubbers?  And, is there any change in his previous position that the allegations could not be substantiated and, therefore, there were no grounds for Mr. Lubbers to leave his post?

Spokesman:  On the first, I prefer to let this meeting take place and then see what we would have to say afterwards.  I’m sorry, and your second?

Question:  Is there any change in his position that there is nothing in the OIOS report?

Spokesman:  No, there is nothing new come to light.  These facts reported in the newspaper today were facts that the Secretary-General had at his disposal when he made his judgement.

Yes, Jonathan?

Question:  Fred, perhaps you need just revisit Kofi Annan’s original decision now.  I mean, we’ve all read the report.  There is a pattern of sexual harassment, seemingly proven by the OIOS report.  There is alleged to be extensive, intensive intimidation and influence exerted by Mr. Lubbers to influence the outcome of the report.

Can you just explain to us how on earth the Secretary-General read that same report and did not see a case for taking severe action against Mr. Lubbers?

Spokesman:  There were, of the cases that are mentioned in the report and cited in the paper today, none of those witnesses were willing to come forward.  So, there wasn’t a legal basis.  And the original complainant, the first complainant, there were no witnesses.  The two other witnesses in the room did not substantiate her allegation.  So, the Secretary-General’s conclusion was that this was not a sound enough basis to take...  (Interrupted).

Question:  To be fair, one witness did substantiate the allegation.  The other one, who also happened to be a subordinate to Mr. Lubbers is the one who didn’t.  And given the influence and intimidation Mr. Lubbers brought to bear; doesn’t that say something to you?  Or did not that say something to the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  Well, the Secretary-General looked at this report very carefully; looked at all these details that you’re mentioning.  He heard Mr. Lubbers’ defence and he decided –- he judged –- that these allegations were not sustained by the evidence.  He did send letters both to Mr. Lubbers, Mr. Nair and a message to the staff of the High Commissioner for Refugees.

It was not an easy decision, but it was one he felt was justified by the facts as they were presented to him.

Question:  Why can’t the Secretary-General immediately then come out?  He’s already made his decision.  Nothing new has happened.  Surely, this morning he should have already made that decision; an announcement saying nothing’s changed.  Why is there a new consideration about whether to ask for Mr. Lubbers’ resignation?  In other words, if there’s any change now, it would be an absolute admission on the Secretary-General’s part that he had made an absolute wrong decision.  And so, maybe other people should ask for his resignation himself.

Spokesman:  You’re speculating about what’s going to be coming later today.  So, why don’t we wait and see what comes out of this meeting and then we’ll take your questions?

Question:  Why is he even holding this meeting then when it was already a done deal and the only new thing is the Independent?

Spokesman:  It was a previously scheduled meeting, but you can assume that this subject will be discussed.

Question:  Fred, given that the public has now had the opportunity to read the OIOS report, maybe you should explain from the UN’s point of view to the public why there is a frotteur as the head of the UNHCR?  Frotteur.

(Giggles and Laughter)

Spokesman:  Are there any other questions?

Yes, Ma’am?

Question:  If I may ask you, is the UN aware that there are scores, if not hundreds of photos and video clips of a UN staffer who was engaged in sexual acts with some children there?

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:  And what is the UN doing about that?

Spokesman:  These photographs, as I understand it, were taken by an individual, a civilian working for the UN Mission, and he has been charged.  He is currently being prosecuted in France.  He’s a French national.  And France has, I think, a sexual tourism law, under which they could charge him.  So, that’s now a trial that’s in progress.

Question:  And of the women and children there who claim that they have been raped or impregnated, or sometimes infected with the HIV virus, many of them say that the UN has done nothing to help them or to provide them counselling or services to them.  Is the UN doing anything for them or do you plan to?

Spokesman:  I’d prefer to get someone from the Peacekeeping Department to give you the details on that.  If you like, I can arrange for you to speak to someone directly.  If it’s general interest we can bring someone down to the briefing.

Yes?

Question:  Fred, can you bring us up to date on the revision of the allegations with Dileep Nair?  There’s going to be a revision in talking to the Union again soon on what could be brought forward.  What’s kind of transpired...  (Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  I don’t think there’s been any development.  I’ll have to check.  I haven’t looked into this in a while.  But, what we did was we asked the staff association that, if they had any hard evidence to present to us, to please do so.  And last I heard, they hadn’t responded.  But, we’re prepared to look at anything they would give us.

Mohammad?

Question:  Fred, what was the purpose of Mr. Negroponte’s meeting with the Secretary-General?

Spokesman:  This meeting had been set up a long time ago in his capacity as US Ambassador to Iraq.  Periodically when he is in New York, Ambassador Negroponte has come by to see the Secretary-General to brief him on the situation in Iraq.  So, it has nothing to do with the announcement made yesterday regarding his new assignment in Washington.

David?

Question:  To follow up.  Ambassador Negroponte seems eager in walking in, to ask for more support in Iraq.  Is there anything new that the SG would offer to Ambassador Negroponte as far as resources in Iraq beyond just simply restating what we already know about the presence in Erbil, Basra and in Baghdad?

Spokesman:  I am not aware that there is anything new that the Secretary-General has to tell the Ambassador on that subject.  But, I’ll have to double check for you to see if we have to get a readout of the meeting to see if there is anything new on offer.

Okay.  Jan, why don’t you come up and talk to us about Darfur?

(Issued separately)

* *** *



	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News








VOA - UN Report Links Infectious Disease Outbreak in Congo to Environment


The Independent - New diseases arise as environments destroyed, says UN


E.A. Standard - Kibaki appeals to donors for millenium goals funds


Reuters - Environmental Change May Be Boosting Diseases – UN


Financial Times (London, England) - HEADLINE: Diseases spurred on by climate change WORLD NEWS DIGEST:


The Independent (London) - HEADLINE: DESTRUCTION OF HABITAT HELPS DISEASES SPREAD


China Daily - China vows to keep its environment clean


Asia Pulse - HEADLINE: OMAN'S ENVIRONMENT UNDERSECRETARY IN NAIROBI FOR UNEP MEET


Xinhua  - HEADLINE: World ministers meet to discuss UN's future work on environment protection


People's Daily online - Chinese vice premier arrives in Nairobi for African visit, UNEP forum  


swissinfo  - Swiss call for stronger defence of environment


   CNN - Report looks at environmental impact of Asian tsunami    


Independent online - Appeals for action resound at conference  


Prensa Latina - Ministers Discuss in UN Environment and Millennium Goals


Xinhua - China to strengthen environmental protection


E.A. Standard - Kibaki appeals to donors for millenium goals funds


VOA - UNEP to Focus on Sub-Saharan African Development


Times of Tibet - The Tsunami and the Brandt report


Der Standard, Austria - Klimawandel beschleunigt Ausbreitung von Krankheiten


Associated Press Worldstream – German - ÜBERSCHRIFT: Indonesische Regierung spricht jetzt von über 127.000 Todesopfern
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