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Unep Gives Sh1.5 B for Conservation 

The East African Standard (Nairobi) 
NEWS
January 22, 2003 
Posted to the web January 21, 2003 

By Standard Correspondent
Nairobi 

The United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) has committed Sh1.5 billion (US $20 million) on the rehabilitation of forests and other water catchment areas. 

Making the announcement, Unep's Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer, said the multi-million dollar projects are aimed at better management of land and water resources flowing from Mt Kenya. 

Toepfer , who lauded an Assistant Minister for Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife, Prof Wangari Maathai, for winning the Global 500 award, said Mt Kenya was in a bad state until the Kenya Wildlife Service took over the management of the forest. 

He said the Mt Kenya project will also include schemes to help coffee farmers in the area to save water and initiatives in reducing soil erosion on roads. 

The projects, Toepfer said, have been submitted for approval to the Global Environment Fund (GEF), a multi-billion dollar fund that invests in projects in developing countries covering issues of land degradation. 

Toepfer, who was meeting the Minister for Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife, Dr Newton Kulundu, observed that when River Tana is polluted it causes serious clogging up of dams and reservoirs. 

The Unep boss, who was accompanied by a high-profile delegation from local Unep offices also pledged to support and advice on the myriad of environmental and development issues facing the new Kenyan administration. 

"We express our interest in assisting and implementing projects to rehabilitate Kenya's forests and rivers. One of Unep's skills is environmental assessment," the ED said. 

During the meeting, top on the agenda was the reviewing of the new preliminary data compiled by Unep on the condition of the Aberdare Mountain range. 

He said that there has been growing concern that the Aberdare, whose rivers and streams provide Nairobi's drinking water, are in an even worse environmental condition than Mt. Kenya as a result of deforestation and the planting of unsuitable, non-native trees. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

ALLAFRICA
UN Environment Chief Pledges Help for Forests And Rivers 

United Nations (New York) 
NEWS
January 21, 2003 
Posted to the web January 21, 2003 
New York 

The head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today pledged to help Kenya with environmental and developmental issues facing the new administration in Nairobi. 

Among the projects under discussion between UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer and new Environment Minister Newton Kulundu was one aimed at better management of the land and water resources flowing from Mount Kenya. 

The multi-million-dollar project, designed to tackle soil erosion polluting the Tana River and clogging up dams and reservoirs, will also back efforts by the Kenyan Government to reduce illegal water removal in the rivers and streams feeding the waterway. The scheme aims to work with local communities and farmers to balance the need for agricultural production with those of wildlife in and around the Mount Kenya area. 

The meeting reviewed new, preliminary data on the condition of the Aberdare Mountain range. There has been growing concern that the Aberdares, whose rivers and streams provide Nairobi's drinking water, are in an even worse environmental condition than Mount Kenya as a result of deforestation and the planting of unsuitable, non-native, trees. 

"We expressed our interest in assisting and implementing projects to rehabilitate Kenya's forests and rivers," Mr. Toepfer said after the meeting. "Our report on the Aberdares will outline in great detail the precise problems facing this important natural resource, from the levels of charcoal extraction to the rates of deforestation, and offer concrete proposals as to how the declining situation can be reversed." 

Mr. Toepfer said the project for Mount Kenya, which ranges from schemes to help coffee farmers use water more wisely to initiatives to reduce soil erosion from roads, will be submitted to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in Washington, D.C., for approval at the end of January. The GEF is a multi-billion-dollar fund that invests in projects in developing countries covering issues such as land degradation and protection of the ozone layer. 

The meeting also addressed Kenya's participation in UNEP's Governing Council. In early February, environment ministers from across the world will come to UNEP headquarters in Nairobi to discuss how best to implement the plan of action drawn up at last year's Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

ALLAFRICA

Narc Members Told to give up Karura plots 

The Nation (Nairobi) 
NEWS
January 22, 2003 
Posted to the web January 21, 2003 
Nairobi 

The government yesterday asked Narc members whom the Kanu government allotted land at Karura to surrender it. 

And in another development, the United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) launched a Sh1.6 billion reafforestration programme to improve the management of forests and water systems in the Mt Kenya region. 

Environment and Natural Resources minister Newton Kulundu appealed to his colleagues to give up the plots to avoid the embarrassment of being taken to court. 

"In the interest of transparency, such beneficiaries should publicly declare the plots and surrender them to the government," Dr Kulundu said. 

The minister added that if the allottees of the 476 hectares surrendered, the government would not pursue them in court. 

He said most of the beneficiaries were well connected people and senior government officials in the former government. 

He said documents in his ministry confirmed the entire forest land totalling 1062 hectares remained government property. 

He said documents in the ministry of Lands and Settlement showed part of the land had been allocated to private developers. 

"I'm going to liaise with the Lands minister and that for Justice and Constitutional Affairs to see how the titles may be nullified," the minister said. 

The ministry will, however, await rulings in pending court cases on the allocations to determine its next move, Dr Kulundu said. 

But he was non-committal on the fate of buildings erected on the forest land. The entourage came across an abandoned three-roomed building and building materials on the site where the allocations are said to have been done. 

 _________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

January 21, 2003, 

UNEP to help Kenya protect forests, rivers 

      DATELINE: NAIROBI, January 21 

      BODY: 

      A project aimed at better managing the land and water resources flowing from Mount Kenya, is being

      planned by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

      The project, designed to tackle soil erosion polluting the Tana River and clogging up dams and reservoirs,

      was discussed Tuesday at a meeting between UNEP Executive director Klaus Toepfer and Kenyan

      Environment Minister Newton Kulundu, 

      The multi-million-dollar project will also back efforts of the Kenyan government to reduce illegal water

      removal in the rivers and streams feeding the Tana River. 

      The scheme aims to work with local communities and farmers to balance the need for agricultural production

      with those of wildlife in and around the Mount Kenya area. The meeting, which also included Assistant

      Environment Minister Wangari Maathai, reviewed new, preliminary data on the condition of the Aberdare

      Mountain range. 

      There has been growing concern that the Aberdares, whose rivers and streams provide Nairobi's drinking

      water, are in an even worse environmental condition than Mount Kenya as a result of deforestation and the

      planting of unsuitable, non-native, trees. 

      "We met with Minister Kulundu and Assistant Minister Maathai to offer help and advice on the myriad of

      environmental and developmental issues facing the new Kenyan administration," said Toepfer after the

      meeting. 

      "We also expressed our interest in assisting and implementing projects to rehabilitate Kenya's forests and

      rivers," he said, adding that UNEP's report on the Aberdares will be published soon. 

      The report will outline in great detail the precise problems facing this important natural resource, from the

      levels of charcoal extraction to the rates of deforestation, and offer concrete proposals as to how the

      declining situation can be reversed. 

      Toepfer said that the project for Mount Kenya will be submitted to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in

      Washington DC for approval at the end of January. 

      The GEF is a multi-billion-dollar fund that invests in projects in developing countries covering issues such as

      land degradation and protection of the ozone layer.

_________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua News Agency

January 20, 2003 

CHINA REPORTS MINISTERIAL, SOCIAL SCIENCE ACADEMY RESHUFFLE OF OFFICIALS 

The State Council recently appointed and relieved a number of state personnel. 

      Appointments: Li Shenglin as Vice Minister of the State Economic and Trade Commission; Chen Yujie

      (female) as Director of the State Council's Overseas Chinese Affairs Office; Chen Kuiyuan as President of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; Zhao Zhenyu as Representative of the Permanent Mission to the International Seabed Authority; and Guo Chongli as Representative of the Permanent Mission to the United Nations Environment Programme and Representative of the Permanent Mission to the United Nations Human Settlements Programme. 

      Relieved of office: Guo Dongpo, who was Director of the State Council's Overseas Chinese Affairs Office; Li Tieying, who was President of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; Members of the Board of Supervisors for Key Large State-Owned Enterprises Yan Dunshi, Bai Baier, Zhang Yongyi, Chen Shunheng, Yu Zhihua, Li Shizhong, Bai Wenqing, Liu Yuhe, Ying Wenhua, Lu Jiang, Li Zhimin, Liu Jimin, Zhong Yongsan, Yu Guiming, and Wang Tiankai; Guo Chongli, who was Representative of the Permanent Mission to the International Seabed Authority; and Du Qiwen, who was Representative of the Permanent Mission to the United Nations Environment Programme and Representative of the Permanent Mission to the United  Nations Human Settlements Programme. 

      Source: Xinhua news agency domestic service, Beijing, in Chinese 0848 gmt 20 Jan 03 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

INTERVIEW - Brazil's "green" chief targets Petrobras polluter
  BRASILIA - Brazil's new Environment Minister Marina Silva says she wants to crack down on the country's record holder for   environmental fines, state-owned oil giant Petrobras. 

  In the past three years, Petrobras (PETR4.SA) (PBR.N) was responsible for a huge oil spill in Rio de Janeiro's Guanabara Bay and was also   fined 168 million reais ($50 million) for polluting two rivers in the southern state of Parana. 

  In 2000, its largest offshore rig sank following explosions that killed 11 crew members. 

  "One step being seriously considered is the participation of the (Ministry) of Environment on Petrobras' administrative council," Marina   Silva, 44, told Reuters in an interview this week. 

  Marina Silva said that both Petrobras President Jose Eduardo Dutra and Energy Minister Dilma Roussef support the idea. 

  At Petrobras' headquarters in Rio de Janeiro, a spokesman noted that members of its council were nominated by the government. 

  Declining to comment directly on Marina Silva's comments, the spokesman said, "Petrobras is investing in projects to protect the environment." 

  Marina Silva, a former rubber tapper, is one of the most popular members of leftist President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva's government that  took control of Latin America's largest country at the start of the month. 

  From a poor family and illiterate until 16, Marina Silva will now try to make powerful Petrobras, the country's sole crude producer, toe the  green line. Brazil is Latin America's No.3 oil producer, though still a net crude importer. 

  PETROBRAS PIPELINE REVIEW 

  A $340 million Petrobras project to build a gas pipeline through the Amazon forest from Urucu to Porto Velho may be blocked even though it was provisionally approved last year by Brazil's environmental agency, Ibama. 

  "We are carrying out a survey following a complaint by local people," said Marina Silva, adding that other projects by various large  companies were also being  reviewed. 

  Marina Silva said she plans to expand the Amazon Solidarity Program involving traditional Indian communities by raising its budget  fivefold to 21 million reais ($6.2 million). 

  "We want to continue such programs involving local people - riverside dwellers, rubber tappers, Indians, coconut gatherers, fishermen -  and fight hunger in the Amazon region," Marina Silva said. 

  President Lula has made the elimination of hunger a priority in a country where some 50 million people, or nearly one third of the  population, can't afford three meals a day. 

  Marina Silva also wanted to include loggers - traditional targets of environmentalists - in protecting the countryside. She said that most of

  them didn't break environmental laws deliberately. 

  "There's a lack of financial resources, technical support and in some cases laxity by control agencies which encourages illegality," she   said. 

  Environmental campaigners welcomed Silva's pledge to tighten controls on polluters. 

  "A seat on the board will help in planning positive changes in Petrobras," said Roberto Smeraldi, director of Friends of the Earth in Sao  Paulo. "But there's a lot to change and not just in Petrobras." 

  Greenpeace said it had great expectations. 

  "When Marina Silva was a senator she showed she was a skilled negotiator, strategically involving many ministries and agencies. The  environment will no longer be a side issue without funding," said Marcelo Furtado, Greenpeace's Latin American industrial pollution  coordinator. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Shark Populations Plunge in North Atlantic 

                      By Cat Lazaroff 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, January 21, 2003 (ENS) - Shark populations in the north  Atlantic have plummeted by more than half since 1986, shows a new study by   researchers in Canada. The decline, blamed largely on overfishing, has affected top predators including the great white and hammerhead sharks, impacting marine food chains in ways that are still being studied, the  researchers said. 

                      The scientists, from Dalhousie University in Nova Scotia, Canada, looked at  records of shark catches between 1986, when fishers and fisheries managers began keeping thorough records, and 2000. 

                      Hammerhead sharks like this one   photographed in 1982 are thought to be  nearing extinction. (Photo courtesy NOAA)

                      The team, led by doctoral candidate Julia Baum, learned that during that  time, all coastal shark species saw population declines of 61 percent, on average. Blue shark numbers fell by 60 percent, tiger sharks by 65 percent, and thresher sharks by 80  percent. 

                      Two of the largest species experienced some of the most devastating declines. Populations of                      great white sharks fell by 79 percent,  while hammerhead numbers dropped by 89 percent. 

                      "We estimate that all recorded shark species, with the exception of makos,  have declined by more than 50 percent in the past eight to 15 years," the  authors wrote in an article published in the January 17 issue of the journal "Science." Because of the slow maturation and low birth rate of most sharks,                      "recovery is expected to be slow," they add. 

                      The researchers analyzed catch records from U.S. based longline fishing  vessels seeking tuna and swordfish. While these vessels do not usually intend to catch sharks, which have limited value to them, they are required to report both their intended catch and their accidental catch, known as bycatch,                      to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). 

                      These records form the largest set of data on sharks in the Northwest  Atlantic. The researchers used them to extrapolate how the populations of shark species had fared over a 15 year stretch. 

Julia Baum, now a doctoral candidate in biology at Dalhousie University, led the research that uncovered the sharks' decline.  (Photo courtesy Dalhousie University)

                                       "Our results show that overfishing is threatening large coastal and oceanic sharks in the north-west  Atlantic," the authors said. "The large and rapid declines we document are in addition to substantial  historical reductions." 

                                       Ten years ago, longline fishers, who set mile long  fishing lines with hundreds of baited hooks,  changed their gear to allow sharks to free themselves from the lines. But the gear is not infallible, and the researchers say they  factored in the altered fishing gear into their analyses. 

                      The researchers said the problem is believed to extend around the globe, wherever longline fishing takes place and is not limited enough to prevent overfishing. Ransom Myers, a biologist at the University of Dalhousie and a coauthor of the report, has been developing models of how fishing could lead                      to the extinction of a variety of species, including salmon, turtles and sharks. 

                      "Overexploitation of elasmobranchs (sharks, skates and rays) is known to have already nearly eliminated two skate species from much of their ranges,"  noted the team. "The magnitude of the declines estimated here suggests that several sharks may also now be at risk of large scale extirpation." 

                      A large white shark cruising offshore from the Farallon Islands in the  Pacific Ocean. (Photo by Scot                      Anderson, courtesy NMFS)

                      While the researchers said not  enough research has been  done to show clearly what

                      effect the loss of these top  predators may have on the  rest of the food chain, "pervasive overfishing of  these species may initiate major ecological changes," they said. 

                      Marine reserves in which fishing is banned will not solve the sharks' problems, the researchers noted, because sharks are wide ranging species that   would not stay within the borders of protected areas. In some cases, reserves  may actually worsen the problem for migratory species such as sharks, they                      added, because fishers are forced to congregate in other areas, where they  may take a heavy toll on local fish populations. 

                      For example, reserves close to shore might offer some protection to coastal  shark species, while increasing pressure on open ocean species of shark. 

                                                     Overfishing has already led to the disappearance of the barndoor skate,                                                     the largest skate, from most of its  historic range. (Photo by Don Flescher, courtesy NMFS)

                                                     "Clearly, if marine reserves are  to be effective, their placement                                                     is of critical importance, and conservation initiatives must  explicitly consider impacts on                                                    the whole community of   species," the researchers said.  "Emphasis on single species conservation, without controlling effort, simply  shifts pressure from one threatened species to another and may actually                      jeopardize biodiversity." 

                      The best solution, the Dalhousie team said, may be to extend ocean-wide protection to sharks such as is now in place for some tuna species and for sea  turtles. 

                      "Our results indicate that they should be given conservation attention equal   to that given other threatened large marine predators," they concluded. "We suggest that carefully designed marine reserves in concert with reductions in  fishing effort could hold promise for safeguarding sharks and other large                      pelagic predators from further declines and ecological extinction."

___________________________________________________________________________________

CNN

Oil tanker sinks, captain missing

MADRID, Spain (Reuters) --The captain of an oil barge is missing after his ship sank

off southern Spain.

The vessel was carrying 1,000 tonnes of fuel and has left a large spill of oil in the bay of

Algeciras, port officials said.

Rescuers saved two members of the crew of the ship, which sank on Tuesday in 50 metres

of water as it was being towed toward shore amid gusting winds and four metre (13 feet)

waves.

Maritime authorities from Spain and nearby Gibraltar deployed booms to contain the slick,

which was thought to be from the ship's engines rather than its cargo.

"So far, the spill is not dangerous," said Juan Carlos Juarez, mayor of the local town of La

Linea.

"There is a frogman who has dived 50 meters to where the ship is...to see if there is a hole

in the hull which could cause a big slick."

Port authorities were considering whether to remove the fuel from the ship, owned by

Spanish company Ciresa, or try to raise it from the sea floor.

The 70-metre barge, the Spabunker 4, sank in Spanish waters a day after activists from

ecological group Greenpeace boarded a tanker in Gibraltar's waters on the other side of

Algeciras bay.

The environmental group was protesting against the potential environmental hazard from

such ships, which are used to refuel boats as they pass through the straits at the entrance

to the Mediterranean.

Two Spanish journalists and four activists held in custody overnight after the protest

were released on bail on Tuesday. One journalist was charged with assaulting a police

officer.

Spain suffered its worst ever environmental disaster in November when the tanker

Prestige sank, spilling much of its 77,000 tonnes of toxic fuel oil along the country's

northwest coast and unleashing a wave of public anger.

Volunteers and officials are still battling to clean the once-pristine coast of Galicia of

hundreds of tonnes of thick, foul-smelling fuel oil.

___________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Australia drought may break by April - experts

  SYDNEY - A record El Nino drought that has generated killer bushfires in eastern Australia after destroying billions of dollars worth of

  winter crops is unlikely to break soon but could end by April, a weather official said yesterday. 

  "In the very short term, over the next week or so, there are no obvious signs of the drought breaking," National Climate Centre

  climatologist Blair Trewin told Reuters. 

  "We have every reason to believe that it (the El Nino) will decline over the next few months," he added. 

  The Bureau of Meteorology, under which the Centre falls, hopes for drought-breaking rain around March or April. 

  This would still mean the drought would decimate Australia's summer crops of sorghum, cotton and rice in similar fashion to winter wheat,

  barley, canola and other crops. 

  The chances of above-average rainfall in the three months from February to April were near or above 50 percent over large areas of

  Australia, apart from central northern Queensland, Trewin said. 

  He was speaking yesterday as residents in the Australian capital, Canberra, braced for more devastation after 419 homes were razed and

  four people killed in a firestorm on Saturday. 

  Australia's grains crops, one of the largest sources of supply for world markets, also came under renewed threat. 

  Australia's wheat crop, normally worth about A$4 billion (US$2.4 billion) on export markets, has been halved to fewer than 10 million

  tonnes by the driest 10 Australian months on record. 

  The minor grains crop of sorghum, forecast at around 850,000 tonnes against last season's 1.8 million tonnes, is now struggling to survive.

  "ALL OVER THE SHOP" 

  "They're all over the shop like a mad woman," one leading trader said of domestic sorghum prices, as growers and the animal feed trade

  take wild bets on the weather. 

  "If we've got two inches of rain coming, it'll drop to A$260, if we have a 10-day dry forecast it'll go to AS$285," he said of sorghum prices.

  "It's pretty dangerous." 

  Prices jumped by A$10 this week to A$286 in Brisbane. 

  A spokesman for national wheat exporter AWB Ltd (AWB.AX), which is rationing exports among its best customers worldwide, said a cut

  in its wheat crop outlook to 9.5 million tonnes to 10.5 million tonnes from last year's 24 million tonnes showed the drought had lasted

  longer than expected. 

  However, weatherman Trewin said El Nino droughts showed a historic pattern of breaking down between December and March. 

  "We're certainly still within that. If we were to get to the end of March and there had been no significant break, that's when you could

  really start to talk about it going on much longer than anyone expected," he said. 

  The bureau's drought update yesterday showed no real change in outlook, with ocean temperatures continuing to indicate the El Nino

  pattern has reached its peak. 

  "(But) we have every reason to believe that it will decline over the next few months," Trewin said. 

  Still, despite rainfall around the new year, only about a quarter of the giant Australian land mass is reaching its average rainfall for January,

  according to the latest Bureau of Meteorology figures. 

  "January is shaping up as another pretty dry month in most places," Trewin said. 

  Unlike bushfire-threatened home owners in Canberra and potentially, residents of Victoria's capital Melbourne, the next wheat crop has

  some time on its side. 

  Growers need rain by April in order to sow. 

  Story by Michael Byrnes

___________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UN or UNEP in News

Tribune de Genève, 21 janvier:

Genève internationale: Irak et Libye au pouvoir (21/01/2003)

Un vote à bulletin secret demandé par les Etats-Unis... Une première. Jamais dans l’histoire de la Commission des droits de l’homme, un président n’avait été choisi de la sorte. L’ambassadrice de Libye à l’ONU depuis 2000, Najat Al-Hajjaji (photo), élue hier à une large majorité (33 pour, 3 contre, 17 abstentions), n’en accède pas moins à la tête de cette instance onusienne basée à Genève dans des circonstances des plus polémiques.

Comment un tel organe indépendant, chargé de veiller à l’application du principe de protection internationale des droits humains contenu dans la Charte des Nations Unies, peut-il être représenté par une diplomate ressortissante d’un Etat militaire qui bafoue ce même principe?

La désignation de Najat Al-Hajjaji par les quinze pays africains membres de la Commission a été prise lors du sommet de l’Union africaine, à Durban, en juillet dernier. Une récompense, un renvoi d’ascenseur, au régime du colonel Mouammar Kadhafi pour le financement de cette manifestation, dénonce l’ONG Human Right Watch...

Les pays européens se sont …abstenus pour "éviter une rupture de dialogue entre le Nord et le Sud". "C’était la seule position permettant de trouver un consensus, de ne pas donner de caution à la présidence libyenne tout en respectant le choix des pays africains", explique-t-on de source diplomatique. 

Seuls le Canada et le Guatemala ont finalement suivi Washington. 

Le Monde, 21 janvier: 

La Libye présidera la Commission des droits de l'homme de l'ONU

Tripoli a qualifié le vote de "victoire éclatante qui a rendu leurs droits aux peuples opprimés". Les ONG réclament un débat de fond pour sauver cette institution du discrédit total….

La crédibilité de la Commission des droits de l'homme (CDH) de l'ONU risque de prendre un nouveau coup avec l'élection, lundi 20 janvier, de l'ambassadrice libyenne auprès des Nations unies, Najat Al-Hajjaj, à sa présidence…

En signe de bonne volonté, l'ambassadrice de Libye devait recevoir, pour son premier rendez-vous en tant que présidente, l'ambassadeur d'Israël à l'ONU qu'elle avait toujours refusé de rencontrer auparavant. Le secrétaire général Kofi Annan a demandé au haut-commissaire pour les droits de l'homme, le Brésilien Sergio Vieira de Mello, d'interrompre sa tournée en Afrique centrale pour être présent lors du vote, lundi, à Genève.

http://www.lemonde.fr/recherche_articleweb/1,9687,306093,00.html?query=La+Libye&query2=&booleen=et&num_page=1&auteur=&dans=dansarticle&periode=7&ordre=pertinence&debutjour=&debutmois=&debutannee=&finjour=&finmois=&finannee=&G_NBARCHIVES=759+157
General Environment news

Europe Struggles to Control Power Plant Emissions 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, January 20, 2003 (ENS) - The European Commission has issued a key guidance to member governments of the European Union on achieving cuts in polluting emissions from pre-1987 boilers and power plants under the law governing large combustion plants. The new guidance document details how authorities should draft a national emission reduction plan if they prefer it as an alternative to fixed emission caps for the plants. More countries than originally thought have indicated interest in making use of a national emission reduction plan. 

The law known as the 2001 Large Combustion Plants (LCPs) Directive is one of the European Union's most important pieces of anti-pollution legislation. It sets strict limits on emissions of sulfur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and particulates from all large fossil fuel powered combustion plants. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/jan2003/2003-01-20-02.asp
Financial Times, 21 January:

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: EU condemns stance of US drugs groups

US pharmaceutical industry objections to a proposed World Trade Organisation (WTO) agreement to ease the supply of essential medicines to poor countries were "very stupid", the European Union's trade commissioner said yesterday.

Pascal Lamy also accused non-governmental organisation activists, who have criticised the proposed deal for not being generous enough, of opposing it because they did not want a solution to be reached.

All WTO members except the US agreed last month to a proposal that would permit the compulsory licensing of drugs for treatment of serious public health problems in poor countries that lacked the capacity to manufacture them.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030121000886&query=EU+condemns+stance+of+US+drug&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
__________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA NEWS UPDATE

Soil and Ground Water Contamination Conference Opens
     Muscat, Jan 20 (ONA)--- An international conference on soil and ground water contamination in arid lands began at Sultan Qaboos University today under the auspices of Dr. Mohammed bin Hamad al-Romhi, Oil and Gas Minister.  

     Dr. Saud bin Nassir al-Riyami, President of Sultan Qaboos University and Head of the Conference Organising Committee said in an address, the University’s environmental concerns stem from His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said’s relevant directives. He noted His Majesty the Sultan dedicated an international prize and designated two successive years for the environment in addition to an annual day to celebrate the cause of environment. He said, that laid the ground work for institutional and methodological approach to the question of environment.  

http://www.omannews.com/n18.htm
http://www.omannews.com/mand33.htm
http://www.alwatan.com/
http://www.omandaily.com/
Preparations for Hosting the International Environment Conference 2003 in Abu-Dhabi

The Higher Committee of the Conference held a press conference to speak about the final preparations to this great event that will be under the patronage of H.H Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al-Nahyyan, the President of the United Arab Emirates in the Abu-Dhabi International Exhibition Center. 

http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=98198&Journal=1/21/2003
http://www.albayan.co.ae/albayan/2003/01/21/mhl/10.htm 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Secretary-General to Paris

           At the invitation of the French Government, the Secretary-General will leave for Paris on Thursday evening to join summit talks over the weekend on Côte d’Ivoire.  He will return to New York Sunday afternoon.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding consultations this morning on Georgia, with a briefing by Secretary-General’s  Special Representative Heidi Tagliavani on the latest report.  He has asked for a six-month extension of the mandate.

           Tagliavani also updated the Council on the main developments in the political process on the ground.  She told   the members that the focus of the UN Observer Mission in Georgia remained on bringing about substantive  negotiations with the support of the Council and the friends of the Secretary-General for Georgia.  And that group of  friends, of course, is composed of the United States, Russia, United Kingdom, Germany, France and Bulgaria.

           Then, at 3:15 p.m., the Council has scheduled a meeting with troop- contributing countries on the UN Interim  Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).  At 4 p.m., the Council’s Counter-Terrorism Committee has a meeting scheduled.

           **Iraq

           We’re waiting for the daily briefing of activities from the UN weapons inspectors in Iraq.  And as soon as it  arrives, we will make it available to you.  And on a related note, UNMOVIC’s Executive Director, Hans Blix, is making  his way back to New York today.  On Thursday, UNMOVIC’s College of Commissioners will meet here at United  Nations Headquarters.

           **Oil-for-Food

           According to the regular update from the Office of the Iraq Programme, Iraqi oil exports under the oil-for-food scheme totalled 15.1 million barrels for the week ending January 17th.  That brought in an estimated $424 million in  revenue.

           The Office of the Iraq Programme also announced that $61 million in savings on its administrative and

     operational costs for phase XII of the programme will be redirected to the purchase of humanitarian goods for Iraq.  This  brings the programme’s total savings on administrative and operational overheads to $272 million since September  2000.

           **AIDS and Southern Africa

           In a statement today, the heads of the world’s major humanitarian agencies called on the international

     community to respond appropriately to the human tragedy now unfolding in southern Africa as a result of a

     combination of severe drought, the HIV/AIDS pandemic and growing poverty.

           It notes that, failing decisive action now and large-scale funding, an estimated 20 per cent of the total adult

     population of 60 million people -- or 12 million people -- will die prematurely just due to HIV/AIDS alone.  This number  will increase due to food shortages, malnutrition and poor health services.

           The agencies also welcomed a joint mission to southern Africa by James Morris, Special Envoy of the

     Secretary-General for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, accompanied by Stephen Lewis, Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for HIV/AIDS in Africa.  The mission will consult widely with humanitarian and development  agencies to determine how best the United Nations system and international community can assist those at risk,  especially women.  It will also examine strategies to support governments in the region in their efforts to improve the  provision of social services.

           **Ethiopia

           Morris, meanwhile, in his capacity as Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), at the end of a  five-day mission to Ethiopia today, welcomed generous new contributions.  However, he warned there was no time to  lose, as available food aid supplies would start to run out during the peak of the drought crisis.  Upon his departure from Ethiopia today, Morris will travel to Johannesburg, from where he will commence a seven-day mission to the southern Africa region we just mentioned.

           **Côte d’Ivoire-Humanitarian

           Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the Crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, has highlighted  in her talks the need for authorities to continue to send a message of tolerance and solidarity with all Ivorians.

           McAskie departed this morning for a two-day tour of northern and western areas of Côte d’Ivoire.  Today, she  will visit Yamoussoukro, where she will meet with the humanitarian community and visit a transit centre for displaced persons, as well as to meet with local authorities.  She will also travel to Bouake, where she will meet with a rebel  group MPCI to impress on them the need to sustain their policy of allowing safe and unhindered access to those  providing humanitarian relief.

           **Western Sahara

           The Secretary-General, in his latest report on Western Sahara, which was circulated today to Security Council members, notes the travels last week by his Personal Envoy, James Baker, to meet with the Moroccan Government and POLISARIO Front leadership, as well as with officials in neighbouring Mauritania and Algeria, to explain a proposal  for a political solution of the Western Sahara conflict.

           On the basis of Baker’s visit, the Secretary-General says that he and his Personal Envoy will provide to the

     Security Council in due course their views of the options available regarding Western Sahara.  He adds, “Every possible option has been presented to the parties, aimed at reaching an agreed solution.”

           To give the parties time to consider the proposal presented by Baker, the Secretary-General recommends that  the Security Council roll over the mandate of the UN peacekeeping mission there, known as MINURSO, for two  months, until the end of March.  The Council intends to hold consultations on Western Sahara on Thursday.

           **SG’s Message to Conference on Disarmament

           International peace and security continue to face profound challenges in the form of weapons of mass

     destruction, and the continued development of new weapons systems, the Secretary-General warned in a message to  the 25th session of the Conference on Disarmament.

           In the message, which was delivered by Sergei Ordzhonikidze, the Director-General of the UN Office in

     Geneva, the Secretary-General again expressed his serious concern over the announcement by the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea of its withdrawal from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.  He underscored  that “the only viable solution to this latest setback for disarmament and non-proliferation is through peaceful means,   dialogue, and a spirit of mutual interest”.

           In the past four years, the Conference was not able to reach agreement on a programme of work and so was  unable to start work on substantive issues.  The Secretary-General expressed his hope that 2003 would mark a turning  point in the history of this Conference, and it should redouble its efforts to overcome its current impasse, “so as to  enable it to discharge faithfully and effectively its mandate as the sole multilateral disarmament negotiating forum”.      The Secretary-General’s message and a press release on the Conference are available in my Office.

           **ICJ/Mexico

           Today at the International Court of Justice in The Hague, oral arguments began in a case submitted by Mexico against the United States for violation of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.

           In an application submitted on 9 January, the Mexican Government says that officials in 10 States of the

     United States have “arrested, detained, tried, convicted and sentenced to death no fewer than 54 Mexican nationals”,  following proceedings in which the competent authorities failed to comply with their obligations under the Vienna  Convention.  Mexico says it has intervened in numerous judicial proceedings on behalf of its nationals, but has not  received adequate relief.  The oral arguments will continue throughout today, and a verbatim transcript of those  arguments will be available afterward on the Court’s Web site.

           **UNHCR

           The UN High Commissioner for Refugees has asked the Chinese Government for access to a group of 48

     North Korean asylum seekers, including children, arrested last Saturday as they tried to board fishing boats in the port  of Yantai, Shandong Province.  In a note verbale sent to the Chinese authorities in Beijing today, UNHCR also urged  China not to send the North Koreans back to their country.  The UNHCR says it is ready to assess the asylum claims  of the group jointly with the Chinese authorities.

           **UNIFEM-UNHCR Report

           The UNHCR announced today that High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, and the UNIFEM

     Executive Director, Noeleen Hezyer, will launch tomorrow in Geneva a report prepared by the Independent Panel of  Experts on the Impact of Armed Conflict on Women and the Role of Women in Peace-building.

           **World Health Organization

           The Executive Board of the World Health Organization has reduced the number of candidates for the post of Director-General to five.  Included in the short list are Julio Frenk of Mexico, Jong Wook Lee of the Republic of Korea,  Pascoal Manuel Mocumbi of Mozambique, Peter Piot of Belgium, and Ismail Sallam of Egypt.

           Early next week, the Board will nominate one of the candidates, who will have to be confirmed by the World  Health Assembly when it meets in May.  The new Director-General will take over from Gro Harlem Brundtland on 21  July 2003.  We have a press release in English and also in French and in Spanish, with more details.

           **Other Press Releases

           Two other press releases to mention today, and that’s the end of my briefing.

           The first is on the launch of the State of the Environment reports for South Asia.  This year, two reports were  issued.  The first, targeting policy-makers, highlights five key environmental issues for the region:  security of  livelihoods; environmental disasters; industrialization; urbanization; and the loss of biodiversity.  The other is the youth  version of the report “Children of the Monsoon”, and was written by members of youth organizations which make up the South Asia Youth Environment Network.  Both are available on the UNEP Web Site and the press release has the  details.

           Klaus Toepfer, the Executive Director of UNEP, met today with Kenya’s new Environment Minister, Newton Kulundu, to discuss a project on water resources in the Mount Kenya region.  The project aims to tackle soil erosion  in the Tana River, which is clogging up dams and reservoirs.  The project will work with local communities and farmers  to balance the needs of agriculture with those of wildlife in the area.

           That’s my news for today.  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   Fred, will the Secretary-General attend this year’s World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland?

           Spokesman:  No.  No, he does not intend to go.  He will be represented by a Secretariat official, but I don’t

     know who’s going to be going in his place.  If you like I can try to find out after the briefing.  Yes?

           (The Spokesman later announced that the senior-most United Nations official attending this year’s Forum

     would be the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme, Mark Malloch Brown.)

           Question:   On Côte d’Ivoire, one of the issues being discussed is early elections.  What is the position of the Secretary-General on this issue?

           Spokesman:  He does not, at this point, when you have delicate negotiations going on in Paris, want to inject  his views.  It is hoped that by the time this set of talks reaches the summit level on the weekend, there will be  agreement between the Government and the opposition, and that he will be there to witness the signing of that  agreement.  So, if you don’t mind, I don’t want to present his personal views at this time.

           Thank you very much.

           Question:   The White House is really sort of stuck in saying how Iraq has been deceiving the country. 

     Supposedly, Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage is going to talk about that and release a document within the  hour.

           Spokesman:  I haven’t seen the document.  I doubt that the Secretary-General has seen it.  And in any case,

     this would be a matter really for UNMOVIC to react to, rather than the Secretary-General.

           Thank you.

                                              * *** * _____________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *

Iraq: inspections

21 January – As the probe for illegal weapons in Iraq continued today, United Nations inspectors travelled to the site where four rocket warheads were recently found to conduct further analysis.

According to a spokesman for the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), a multidisciplinary team went to the location of the four 122mm rocket warheads that had been found over the weekend by Iraq. “The inspectors examined, X-rayed and tagged the warheads,” Hiro Ueki said in Baghdad. “The bunker containing them was sealed.”

Meanwhile, an UNMOVIC team of missile inspectors went to Al Mutaseem to observe a static test of a solid propellant Al Fatah motor, which Iraq plans to use in its ground-to-ground Al Fatah missile system. Another missile team travelled to the Shahiyat Test Facility, about 100 kilometres north of Baghdad, to verify that this site was still abandoned, Mr. Ueki noted.

A chemical team returned to the Al Qa Qaa complex and inspected some units producing chemicals, such as propellant stabilizers, using a portable analytical instrument and a metal analyzing instrument.

At the College of Agriculture at Baghdad University in Abu Ghraib, an UNMOVIC biological team verified the tagged equipment. Another biological team inspected the Agricultural Research Centre (IPA), also located in Abu Ghraib, which undertakes research in such areas as plant diseases, development of disease resistant plants and soil improvement.

In Mosul a multidisciplinary team inspected a lime production facility.

As for the IAEA, inspectors visited the Tuwaitha site to conduct a motorized radiation survey, check sealed equipment and inspect buildings, Mr. Ueki said.

* * * 

Iraq: oil-for-food

21 January – The United Nations office overseeing the humanitarian “oil-for-food” programme today said that $61 million in administrative savings will be redirected to the purchase of relief supplies for Iraq.

According to the Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP), the latest reduction in administrative and operational costs brings the overall savings on overhead to $272 million since September 2000.
Meanwhile, Iraqi oil exports under the UN scheme, which allows Baghdad to use a portion of its petroleum revenues to buy humanitarian supplies, totalled 15.1 million barrels for the week ending 17 January. Those sales brought in an estimated €398 million euros, or $424 million, in revenue.

* * *

Middle East

21 January – The senior United Nations envoy for the Middle East peace process, Terje Roed-Larsen, voiced serious concern today for the demolition of Palestinian homes and commercial property in the West Bank town of Tulkarem by the Israeli military.

A statement released in Gaza by Mr. Roed-Larsen’s office said such actions by the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) have resulted in clashes and protests leading to the injuries of at least four Palestinians.

Mr. Roed-Larsen, the UN’s Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, expressed particular concern for the economic and humanitarian impact that such actions will have on the local community and economy. “They will have a real negative impact on Palestinian livelihoods and further the sense of hopelessness,” he said.

The UN envoy also noted that such demolitions constitute a breach of Israel’s obligations as an occupying power under the Fourth Geneva Convention. He called on the Government of Israel to stop further demolitions, including those carried out in connection with the construction of a security wall in the northern West Bank.

* * *

Southern Africa

21 January – Stressing that it takes more than good will to save lives, the heads of the major United Nations and other global humanitarian agencies today called on the international community to respond decisively to the human tragedy unfolding in Southern Africa as a result of a combination of severe drought, the HIV/AIDS pandemic and growing poverty.

A statement issued by the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) warns that all indications point towards nothing short of a decimation of populations in their most productive years, and the prospect of economic collapse and insecurity in the foreseeable future. “Let us not turn our heads away and become tacit accomplices in an otherwise preventable tragedy,” the statement said.

According to the statement, which was also supported by the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), without a massive infusion of money and a greatly expanded effort by the affected countries in collaboration with the international community, the future prospects for the 60 million people living in southern Africa “hold little hope.” Unless prompt and decisive action is taken immediately, an estimated 20 per cent of the adult population – 12 million people – will die prematurely just from HIV/AIDS.

Vowing to redouble their individual and joint agency responses to promote a comprehensive, multi-faceted approach to this unprecedented crisis, the agency heads also outlined priorities for the wider international community. The response, they said, must combine food assistance and new approaches to farming, along with prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS.

The agencies welcomed the joint mission to the southern African region by James Morris, Special Envoy of Secretary-General Kofi Annan for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, and Stephen Lewis, Mr. Annan’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa. The mission will consult widely with humanitarian and development agencies to determine how best the UN system and international community can assist those at risk, especially women. It will also examine strategies to support governments in the region in their efforts to address structural weaknesses in the provision of social services.

Meanwhile, Mr. Morris, who is also the Executive Director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP), wrapped up his mission to Ethiopia and welcomed generous new contributions to help that country. He warned, however, that there was “no time to lose” as available food aid supplies would start to run out during the peak of the drought crisis. The needs were so colossal, “even a brief interruption in deliveries could spell death for the most vulnerable,” he said.

Upon his departure from Ethiopia today, Mr. Morris will travel to Johannesburg to kick off the seven-day joint mission in the southern Africa region.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

21 January – At the invitation of the French Government, the United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, will head to Paris to join summit talks over the weekend on Côte d’Ivoire, a UN spokesman said today.

The Secretary-General is scheduled to leave for Paris Thursday evening and will return to New York Sunday afternoon.

Meanwhile in Côte d’Ivoire, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the Crisis in that country, Carolyn McAskie, has urged authorities to continue to send a message of tolerance and solidarity to all Ivorians as the massive scale of displacement increases rapidly.

Continuing her efforts to galvanize support and attention to the humanitarian crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, Ms. McAskie met with the Ministers of Education and of Solidarity and Health, as well as Ambassadors of the European Union yesterday in Abidjan. According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), she also underscored the importance of addressing the humanitarian needs – particularly education and health – of all Ivorians and other affected populations.

This morning, the Humanitarian Envoy departed for a two-day tour of northern and western areas of the country, where she will carry her message to Bouaké and impress on the rebel group, MPCI, the need to sustain safe access to people providing humanitarian relief.

While there, she is also expected to visit a centre for abandoned children and victims of the conflict run by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). In Yamoussoukro, meanwhile, she will visit internally displaced persons as well as meet with the humanitarian community and local authorities.

Tomorrow Ms. McAskie is scheduled to travel to Guiglo in the west, where, in addition to local authorities and humanitarian actors, she will visit some 7,300 Liberians at a camp operated by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

* * *

Disarmament

21 January – Escalating debate on serious international peace and security issues has made it crucial for the world’s sole multilateral forum for disarmament negotiations to overcome years of stalled talks and resume its substantive work, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message to the opening of the Conference on Disarmament.

“International peace and security continue to face profound challenges in the form of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery vehicles, rising military expenditures, and the prospect of an arms race in outer space,” Mr. Annan said in a message delivered by Sergei Ordzhonikidze, Secretary-General of the Conference, which began its 2003 – and twenty-fifth annual – session in Geneva today.

The Secretary-General said that active and open debate on such key issues has underlined the need for the Conference to “revitalize itself” and develop a capacity to address new challenges. He hoped that the Conference’s twenty-fifth anniversary would mark a turning point in its history, “a time to reinvigorate the sense of purpose in arms limitation and disarmament efforts that were shaped 25 years ago.”

New arms control agreements were needed “not only to enhance strategic stability in the world,” the Secretary-General said, but also “to halt and eventually reverse a disturbing increase in global military expenditures, and to re-direct such funds into much-needed development projects.”

Mr. Annan also expressed concern over recent challenges to the existing non-proliferation regime, particularly the announcement by the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea of its withdrawal from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. “I regret this development and strongly urge the DPRK to reconsider its decision,” he said. “The only viable solution to this latest setback for disarmament and non-proliferation is through peaceful means, dialogue and a spirit of mutual interest.”

The 66 Member States of the Conference work by consensus, and during 2002 were unable to reach agreement on a programme of work for a fourth consecutive year, the principal stumbling block being the issue of prevention of an arms race in outer space.

Addressing that impasse, the Secretary-General said revitalizing the Conference required renewed political will and determination among its members. He welcomed any proposals aimed at fostering consensus, calling for “imaginative concepts developed and endorsed at high political levels, with the participation of the main players in the international political arena.”

The Conference this year will have three parts, the first running through 28 March; the second from 12 May to 27 June; and the third from 28 July to 10 September.

* * *

ICJ

21 January – Oral arguments began today at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in a case submitted by Mexico claiming the United States violated an international treaty that guarantees people access to their country’s diplomatic missions when accused of a crime in a foreign country.

Mexico filed a complaint against the United States in The Hague-based world court on 9 January, charging that US officials in 10 states have “arrested, detained, tried, convicted and sentenced to death no fewer than 54 Mexican nationals” following proceedings in which the competent authorities failed to comply with their obligations under the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. Mexico says it has intervened in numerous judicial proceedings on behalf of its nationals, but has not received adequate relief.

Mexico has asked the court to recommend that the United States stay all 54 executions until the ICJ issues a ruling. It has also asked the Court to recommend that the death sentences be reduced to life in prison and that the men be granted new trials with lawyers provided by the Mexican Government.

* * *

Western Sahara

21 January – With his Personal Envoy having just gone to the region to present a new plan to settle the conflict over Western Sahara, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended a two-month extension of the United Nations mission in order to give the parties time to consider the proposal.

In his latest report to the Security Council on the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO), circulated to Council members today, the Secretary-General suggests extending the Mission’s mandate until 31 March in order to give the parties time to consider the proposal for a political solution, which provides for self-determination as requested by a Council resolution adopted last July.

The Secretary-General recalls that James A. Baker III, his Personal Envoy guiding negotiations to end the conflict over the Western Sahara, travelled to the region just last week to present and explain the proposal to the parties and neighbouring countries. “Every possible option has been presented to the parties, aimed at reaching an agreed solution,” Mr. Annan says, emphasizing that the responsibility of reaching a positive conclusion now rests solely with the parties of the conflict.

On the basis of Mr. Baker’s visit, which included meetings with the Moroccan Government and the leadership of the Frente POLISARIO, as well as officials from neighbouring Mauritania and Algeria, the Secretary-General says that he and his Personal Envoy will soon provide to the Council their views of the options available regarding Western Sahara.

“As the parties consider the proposal,” the Secretary-General says, “I urge them to keep in mind the years of suffering this long-standing question has caused to thousands of innocent people in the Territory, in refugee camps and who remain prisoners of war.” He also urges the parties to seize this new opportunity to provide the people of the Western Sahara a better life.

* * *

WHO

21 January – The Executive Board of the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today said that it has narrowed to five the list of candidates to replace outgoing Director-General Gro Harlem Brundtland.

Included in the short list are Julio Frenk of Mexico, Jong Wook Lee of the Republic of Korea, Pascoal Manuel Mocumbi of Mozambique, Peter Piot of Belgium and Ismail Sallam of Egypt.

Following a round of interviews, the 32 expert-members of the Board will vote on 28 January, the final day of its 111th session, for the candidate who will be nominated to the World Health Assembly for confirmation in May.

The new Director-General will take over from Dr. Brundtland on 21 July.

* * *

China/DPR of Korea

21 January – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has asked the Government of China for access to a group of 48 asylum seekers from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) arrested on Saturday.

According to a UNHCR spokesman, the group, which includes children, was apprehended when it tried to board fishing boats in the port of Yantai, Shandong Province. “UNHCR is ready to assess the asylum claims of the group jointly with the Chinese authorities,” Ron Redmond said today in Geneva.

In a note verbale sent today to the Chinese authorities in Beijing, UNHCR also urged China not to send the Koreans back to their country. “The [UNHCR] office would furthermore be grateful to receive the government’s assurances, as a signatory to the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, that the protection and humanitarian needs of these asylum seekers are met and in particular that they are not refouled to their country of origin,” the note said.

* * *

Kenya

21 January – The head of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today pledged to help Kenya with environmental and developmental issues facing the new administration in Nairobi.

Among the projects under discussion between UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer and new Environment Minister Newton Kulundu was one aimed at better management of the land and water resources flowing from Mount Kenya.

The multi-million-dollar project, designed to tackle soil erosion polluting the Tana River and clogging up dams and reservoirs, will also back efforts by the Kenyan Government to reduce illegal water removal in the rivers and streams feeding the waterway. The scheme aims to work with local communities and farmers to balance the need for agricultural production with those of wildlife in and around the Mount Kenya area.

The meeting reviewed new, preliminary data on the condition of the Aberdare Mountain range. There has been growing concern that the Aberdares, whose rivers and streams provide Nairobi’s drinking water, are in an even worse environmental condition than Mount Kenya as a result of deforestation and the planting of unsuitable, non-native, trees.

“We expressed our interest in assisting and implementing projects to rehabilitate Kenya’s forests and rivers,” Mr. Toepfer said after the meeting. “Our report on the Aberdares…will outline in great detail the precise problems facing this important natural resource, from the levels of charcoal extraction to the rates of deforestation, and offer concrete proposals as to how the declining situation can be reversed.”

Mr. Toepfer said the project for Mount Kenya, which ranges from schemes to help coffee farmers use water more wisely to initiatives to reduce soil erosion from roads, will be submitted to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in Washington, D.C., for approval at the end of January. The GEF is a multi-billion-dollar fund that invests in projects in developing countries covering issues such as land degradation and protection of the ozone layer.

The meeting also addressed Kenya’s participation in UNEP’s Governing Council. In early February, environment ministers from across the world will come to UNEP headquarters in Nairobi to discuss how best to implement the plan of action drawn up at last year’s Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development.
* * *

West Africa

21 January – Continuing her trip through West Africa, a senior official from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today stopped in Freetown, Sierra Leone, for scheduled talks with President Ahmed Kabbah.

The Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees, Mary Ann Wyrsch, who is more than halfway through her mission to four West African nations, said during her two-day visit to UNHCR operations in inland areas of Sierra Leone that she was impressed with the progress made in the country despite a lack of resources. She also spent some time in Kenema and Nyandehu to observe the reintegration activities for returned Sierra Leoneans.

UNHCR’s operations in West Africa are particularly difficult because of the ongoing conflict in Sierra Leone and Liberia and the recent strife in Côte d’Ivoire. Funding poses an additional challenge to the agency, and a lack of resources caused the temporary suspension of its repatriation activities for Sierra Leoneans last year.

Ms. Wyrsch is in the region not only to assess the operation of refugee camps but also to discuss administrative, financial and management issues with staff members there, as well as to meet with senior government officials and community leaders. From Sierra Leone, she is scheduled visit Liberia tomorrow and Côte d’Ivoire on Thursday.

In Guinea, the first stop on her 11-day trip, Ms. Wyrsch expressed her gratitude to the government for its long-standing support to refugees despite the heavy strain it places on the country’s tenuous economy. UNHCR estimates that Guinea is currently hosting more than 190,000 refugees, mostly from Liberia and Sierra Leone.

* *** *
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