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Schroeder says UNEP chief qualified for any office

DATELINE: NAIROBI, Jan 21

BODY:
Germany Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said on Wednesday that UN Environment Programme (UNEP) chief Klaus Toepfer, tipped by some as a future German president, was "qualified for any concievable office."

Asked on his position if Toepfer were to run for the largely honorary position, Schroeder said: "The personal integrity, human experience, life experience of Toepfer qualifies him for any conceivable office in the national and international frame." 

Schroeder, mildly irked by the question, explained that he visited Toepfer in his UNEP headquarters in Kenyan capital, largely "on the basis of what he has done" as the the UNEP chief.

UNEP spokesman Eric Falt told AFP that Toepfer's possible presidential candidacy did not feature in his meeting with Schroeder.

"I planned to visit Toepfer on the basis of what he has done. I respect him as an extraordinary and solid person," he said, flanked by Toepfer himself and UN Centre for Human Settlement (UN-Habitat) chief Anna Tibaijuka.

"We all know how the federal presidency is elected... We have to be careful we should not to try to damage the office of the federal president by turning it into party politics," he explained.

The incumbent, 72-year-old Johannes Rau, leaves office this summer after a five-year mandate, but a federal assembly meets to vote on his successor on May 23.

The presidency is a largely symbolic post involving entertaining heads of state and representing Germany abroad, but offers only an occasional platform to expound on wider social or political concerns.

As usual in politics, there has been a variety of suggestions about who could replace Rau, but so far the debate has centred on who does not want the job.

bkb/afm/nb ________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse
January 21, 2004 Wednesday 7:09 AM Eastern Time

Germany willing to assume international role, says Schroeder

 Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, on his first official African tour, said in Kenya on Wednesday that Germany was "willing to assume any international responsibility" and had an important role to play in the world arena.

Answering questions from journalists after meeting Klaus Toepfer and Anna Tibaijuka, the chiefs of the UN Environment Program (UNEP) and UN Centre for Human Settlement (UN-Habitat) in Nairobi, Schroeder said his country's "role changed" in the world after East and West Germany were reunited in 1990.

"We are willing to assume any international responsibility. Germany's role in the world has changed because the world has changed... We cannot limit our role," said Schroeder, speaking through a translator. 

He said that his nation has played a significant role in the Balkans and Afghanistan, after the oppresive Taliban regime was ousted in 2002.

"We are at present in the Balkans, Afghanistan ... we might be less present in African countries," he explained.

Despite opposing the US-led war to oust former Iraq leader Saddam Hussein, Germany is currently mulling the possibility of training members of the Iraqi police force as criminal investigators.

Schroeder's itinerary, which also takes in South Africa and Ghana, is his first Africa trip since coming to power in 1998, and is aimed at strengthening ties on the continent and at helping to reinforce international security.

He said that Germany backed talks currently going in Kenya to restore a lasting peace in Sudan, Africa's largest nation, and Somalia.

"We have a great interest to see that peace succeeds in Sudan as it does in Somalia," said.

Asked if Berlin could take part in peace-keeping and reconstruction of post-war Sudan, Schroeder said: "If it has to be discussed in the UN, then Germany can provide counselling and expertise in Sudan."

Since July 2002, Sudan's government and the rebel Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) have struck deals on a six-year period of autonomy for the south followed by a referendum, a 50-50 split of national wealth, and security arrangement during the interim period.

Schroeder praised Toepfer and Tibaijuka for their relentless campaign in protecting the environment as well as improving human habitations, in the world.

Toepfer "has been extraordinarily successful," in running UNEP. "He is being appreciated by his host country Kenya and by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan," Schroeder said.

"The same goes for Mrs Tibaijuka, she has turned it (UN-Habitat) into a real success," he said.

"Their work is increasingly successful in the world," Schroeder added.

Germany has been funding UNEP since 1974, making it the second largest contributor, after Britain, to the UNEP's Environment Fund, according to the agency.

Tibaijuka said she had asked the German leader to consider funding her agency, which is "back in Somalia, Iraq, East Timor, (Democratic Republic of) Congo and Rwanda," -- countries all still reeling from devastation wrought by conflict.

Schroeder said Germany would give UN-Habitat some 500,000 euros to expand its activities, mostly in the eradication of slums in Africa.
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Xinhua
January 21, 2004 Wednesday

Germany to increase support to UN agencies, XINHUA

NAIROBI, Jan. 21 (Xinhua) -- Germany intends to increase its contribution to the United Nations agencies, visiting German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder announced here Wednesday.

Schroeder said Germany will increase its contribution from 150, 000 euros (about 190,000 US dollars) to 500,000 euros (about 633, 500 dollars) this year to finance United Nations Human Settlements Program (UN-HABITAT) activities. 

Meanwhile, Germany also intends to increase its funding to other United Nations agencies in Nairobi, the chancellor said.

He made the remarks when addressing a joint press conference with UN-HABITAT Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka and United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Topfer.

Schroeder praised the role being played by the UN-HABITAT and UNEP, both headquartered in Nairobi, as well as other UN agencies.

The German chancellor held separate meetings with Tibaijuka and Topfer before the press conference.

Schroeder arrived in Kenya on Monday. This visit is part of Schroeder's week-long trip to four African countries, namely Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa and Ghana.

The chancellor arrived in Ethiopia on Sunday, which is the first time he had ever visited Africa since he took office in 1998.

Schroeder's visit to Africa "plays a key role in enhancing political and economic stability on the continent," the Kenya Foreign Ministry said in a press release.

Daily Nation

22 January 2004

Schroeder's appeal over coffee

By DAVID MUGONYI  

Visiting German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said yesterday his country would be willing to help the coffee industry if the quality and quantity of the crop were improved. 

Mr Schroeder told the business community that Kenya would not get investors if the crisis in the coffee industry was not resolved. 

"I understand Kenya's desire not only to produce coffee, but also to process it, but if the amount and quality are down, you will not get the people to invest in it," he said. 

He said that in the long run, his country would ensure raw materials were processed in the countries of origin. 

He was responding to a remark from German coffee dealer Michael Neumann that Kenya had suffered a two thirds fall in the quality and quantity of the crop while tea continued to flourish. 

Mr Neumann had proposed that serious reforms be done in Kenyan agriculture. "You should consider extending reforms to the agricultural industry, coffee in particular," he added. 

Mr Neumann was speaking at a meeting of business executives to discuss challenges of regional integration at Hotel Inter-Continental, Nairobi. 

Panellists at the discussions were Trade and Industry minister Mukhisa Kituyi, East African Community secretary-general Amanya Mushega, Serena Hotel managing director Jan Mohammed and Kenya Private Sector Alliance director Nduati Kariuki. 

On Tuesday, the German leader – after a tour of the Nairobi National Park – asked the international community to help Kenya's tourism and conservation efforts. 

Yesterday, Mr Schroeder asked East African countries to speed up integration to attract more investment. But he warned of pitfalls if the countries attempted to copy Europe's unity, although he said a few ideas could be borrowed. 

Roads, Public Works and Housing minister Raila Odinga said that despite the East African countries' efforts to persuade donors to fund regional projects, some (donors) negotiated with individual countries. 

Mr Odinga was answering a question from British High Commissioner Edward Clay, who sought to know if the three countries were ready to seek funds for projects that benefited all. 

Industrialist Chris Kirubi proposed that Germany allow the countries free market for its goods, just as the US had through the African Growth and Opportunity Act (Agoa). 

Meanwhile, the German leader wound up his visit yesterday by laying a wreath on Mzee Jomo Kenyatta's mausoleum after meeting with the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) executive director, Dr Klaus Toepfer, and the Habitat's Dr Anna Tajaibuka at Gigiri.  

Mr Schroeder pledged Sh32.2 million additional funding for the Habitat. 

Later, he told journalists that he felt secure to be in Kenya because of what he termed excellent security. 

He had walked to the mausoleum from Intercontinental Hotel.  

________________________________________________________________________________________Gulf News
 
 
Youngsters show the way ahead
Dubai | By Sunita Menon, Staff Reporter | 21/01/2004
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There was certainly something different about them. They came from 28 different corners of the globe, each with his or her own ideas of how to improve the world - but nonetheless all unified in their common quest to profoundly transform the blemished landscape brought about by the post-industrial revolutions.

At a time when the youth of Dubai is seeking avenues to take Dubai to the world, the youth of the world converged on Dubai to interact and exchange ideas and opinions in their attempt to carve a world that is based on sustainable consumption and development.

"I am glad that I came for the YouthXChange programme; it was a wake-up call to the alarming fact that Planet Earth is in deadly danger from man," said Ahmed Al Mulla, a student of technology at the Dubai Men's College.
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Some of the participants in the YouthXChange programme. ©Gulf News
And, as with youth everywhere, they want to do all the things themselves… and to do it yesterday.

"We are all active… it's not the question of what we can do for tomorrow, the real question is what we can do today," stressed Tomislav Tomasevic, a law student from Croatia.

The young men and women were here to take part in the first YouthXChange programme to be held in Dubai. The event was held under the patronage of General Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and UAE Minister of Defence.

They had all felt the depleting pulse of planet earth in the form of global warming, rising ocean levels, the extinction of her precious flora and fauna, wars, epidemics, famine, drought, and the widening gap between the rich and the poor.

Consumers not only have the power…but also the responsibility, especially in wealthier societies, to be open to discuss how we live and our beliefs - and, above all, to change. 

A change that needs to come from just being a global consumer to that of being a global citizen; from just being instrumental in making recommendations to also getting it implemented; a change that cannot be left for tomorrow but one that needs to be made TODAY.

Thus, in February, 1999, at the 21st session of its Governing Council, Unesco handed over the task of developing a sustainable consumption strategy for youth to the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP). 

But why youth in particular? 

According to the United Nations Population Fund, 2001, the youth comprise the largest population demographic based on age. There are more than a billion youth aged between 15 and 24. About 90 per cent of those under the age of 25 live in the developing world. 

Between now and 2010 it is estimated that 700 million people will enter the labour force in developing countries. It has thus become imperative to tap this particular reservoir of human resources and energy that is impatient and aspires to play a key role in decision-making and leadership. 

The decision they take and the choices they make today in every sector, be it social, economic or cultural, will go a long way in determining the future of a better world.

The UNEP, together with Unesco, launched a survey to understand the views of young people on sustainable consumption by interviewing 10,000 young people in 24 countries worldwide. 

The responses and enquiries paved the way to establish a YouthXChange programme. The objective is to empower youth and build awareness on sustainable choices that could be made in their day-to-day life.

The current scenario that looks grim and depressing could be altered before it becomes problematic and irreversible in the future.

The answer lies in sustainable consumption that can be brought about by changing lifestyle patterns. Ergo, the raison d'etre for the Dubai event.

During the six-day programme, which was staged at the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry from January 16, the youth delegations were provided an insight into the global environment.

The Naturalisation and Residency Administration in Dubai supported the event along with the Emirates Diving Association, the United Nations Environment Programme — the regional office of West Asia (UNEP-ROWA) and BP.

Ahmed Al Mulla is a student of technology at the Dubai Men's College. He has been a regular participant in seminars and conferences on environment and conservation that are regularly held in Dubai but in his own words: "I am glad that I participated in the YouthXChange programme here at the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry. The facts and statistics that were revealed to us by UNEP, the WWF, were like a wake up call. It has made us think hard about the gross realities of the slipping global standards of living.

"I personally think it is a good idea on the part of the officials concerned to hold such an event here. This particular meeting has multiple roles. It has not only succeeded in bringing all like minded people together but has also provided us with an opportunity to understand and respect other cultures". 

Khawla Al Muhannadi, who heads the Environment Friends Society, Bahrain, said there should be youth NGOs to lend credibility to policies and recommendations brought up at various world summits. 

"There is this tendency among the global policy-makers and respective governments of countries that things can just work out by signing a memorandum after every meeting or summit. They should understand that things work only if implemented and not just by putting them on paper.

"What is happening in Dubai is great and I would like to send a message to all the environment youth organisations and youth leaders to come and join us. Agreed, most environment facts are depressing but we can bring about a change. The world has to change, we are left with no choice."

For Khulood Hindiya, a participant from Jordan, the YouthXChange programme lends a platform to exchange the experiences that each participant has brought along with him or her.

"One thing is for sure which governments all over the world should realise, that youth should be given a fair amount of responsibility. They can't ignore us. The future is ours. 

"We are young and dynamic in our thinking and so I believe that we can do anything. The population of youth in the Arab country is nearly 50 per cent. So why can't we be given a chance to take the best things from all around the world and implement these in the Arab world?"

Tomislav Tomasevic, a law student from Croatia, believes that it is not just about student exchange but the programme is more about exchange of information. 

"We are all active. It's not the question of what we can do for tomorrow, the real question is what we can do today. Because today all the youth are stakeholders of the world. Youth are the biggest interest in all sectors and hence I feel that we should be given a role in decision making.

"Impatience is our biggest asset, we are eager to do anything, we can be creative and flexible. You see, the elders are not as connected with global matters as we are. I will go back to my country and find out ways to implement the marine protection project that is launched here in the UAE."

Calling the YouthXChange symbolic in the Arab world, Alasdair Harris from Scotland, a student of Oxford University, said: "As a global youth programme it is a celebration sitting around here surrounded by this huge diversity of people. They are all over achievers. This conference is not all about the Middle East it is a meeting of global youth".

Hoping that such events will be held on a regular basis, these young men and women left the shores of Dubai for their individual destinations. 

They left pledging that they would all stand and strive together to turn the cherished dream of One World, One Family and One Festival sent out to the world by Dubai, from concept to reality.

As the Chinese saying goes, you can walk a thousand miles provided you are ready to take the first step. 

SHOCKING FACTS

Nearly 1.3b people live on less than $1 a day
* According to the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), we would need four more planets if everybody consumes like the richest countries. 

* Estimates say that 20 per cent of the world's richest people consume 75 per cent of the earth's natural resources.

* Today, four billion people worldwide have no running water at home. A child born in an industrialised country contributes over a lifetime to production and consumption as much as 30 to 50 children in a developing country.

* Above all, nearly 1.3 billion people today live on less than $1 per day, and close to a billion people cannot meet their basic needs.

* The report states that 840 million people are malnourished, of which 160 million are children.

* About 250 million children are forced into child labour. Nearly 880 million people have limited or no access to health services.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Seed Awards - Supporting Entrepreneurs in Environment and Development



From UNEP
Wednesday, January 21, 2004

MUMBAI/DAVOS, 21 January 2004 - In India, a network of women slum dwellers is collaborating with UK engineers and a French water company to improve water delivery in their communities.

In Ecuador, a consortium of European companies is working with the Government and coffee farmers to ensure pesticides don't contaminate water supplies. In South Africa, a small business owner is working with women's cooperatives and the Government to test market solar technologies in rural areas.

Such stories are the type of innovative "partnership" that will be the focus of a new global award initiative, "The Seed Awards", launched today at the World Social Forum in Mumbai and the World Economic Forum in Davos.

The Seed (supporting entrepreneurs in environment and development) Awards aim to reward people and organizations that are working together in partnership, the innovators in our world that are forging new strategies for the sustainable use of our natural resources.

"We are not trying to set-up an international standard for ideal partnerships", said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which is one of the founding organizations for the new scheme. "But, rather, to honour, support and promote the entrepreneurial spirit of those working in partnerships that contribute to the achievement of the UN's Millennium Development Goals and the World Summit for Sustainable Development's Plan of Implementation."

"By helping entrepreneurs to 'plant their seeds' and bring their ideas to fruition The Seed Awards can help achieve critically important goals like the reduction by half in 2015 of the proportion of the world's people who are unable to access or afford safe drinking water or do not have access to basic sanitation", he said.

A key aspect of the new initiative is that it will not award outcomes, but rather innovative partnership proposals. Award winning partners - whether they are community groups, businesses, workers organizations or local authorities - will receive support in developing business plans, seeking funding and setting up partnerships.

The Seed Awards initiative will provide tailor-made support for the awardees to help them succeed. Awardees will be nascent partnership initiatives that show great promise and that have the potential to serve as showcases for other new initiatives.

"Partnerships between NGOs, Governments and companies are generating new ideas on how to balance economic, social and environmental needs in a sustainable way", says Miguel Araujo from the World Conservation Union-IUCN, one of the organizations that spearhead the new award scheme. "However, not many people know about their success, why they are important, or how partnerships may be useful in their own communities."

Partnerships build bridges between diverse interests and organizations. In this spirit The Seed Awards are being launched today in parallel sessions at the World Social Forum in Mumbai and the World Economic Forum in Davos. A live, video-linked panel discussion will take place between participants in both locations.

The Seed Awards, to be presented every two years, were initiated by UNEP, IUCN, and the UK-based NGO Stakeholder Forum for Our Common Future. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is also joining the initiative as one of the founding organizations.

The scheme will be run in collaboration with Partnerships Central and the Global Public Policy Institute. Financial support to date has been provided by the German Government. The initiative is also supported by the United Nations Global Compact.


Note to journalists: For more information on the launch event, please contact Jan Martin Witte (in Davos, Cell +49179-783-9590, e-mail: jmwitte@globalpublicpolicy.net) or Minu Hemmati (in Mumbai, Cell +49-172-1620010, e-mail minush@aol.com).

At UNEP, contact: Robert Bisset on tel: +33-1-4437-7613, Mobile: +33-6-2272-5842, email: robert.bisset@unep.fr

For more information about The Seed Awards initiative see http://www.seedawards.org






For more information, contact:

Robert Bisset
Information Officer for Europe
UNEP
rbisset@unep.fr
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 Cost of '03's natural disasters rose to $60 billion worldwide

BODY:
 Natural disasters, the lion's share of which were weather-related catastrophes, cost the world over $60 billion in 2003, up from around $55 billion the year before.

The high economic losses, highlighted in a report by experts with the Finance Initiative of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), are part of a worrying trend that is being linked with climate change.

UNEP is calling on governments, business and industry to back emerging emissions-trading markets as one way of tackling the crisis. The extreme summer heat wave in which crops and livestock wilted across many parts of Europe and some 20,000 people were killed, is expected to have been the most costly single event with agricultural losses alone estimated to be over $10 billion. The second most costly events are likely to have been the floods along the Huai and Yangtze Rivers in China between July and September. Some 650,000 apartments were damaged with overall losses estimated at nearly $8 billion. The biggest insured losses were in the United States, where a series of tornadoes ripped through the Midwest in April and May leaving a trail of destruction in their wake. They are calculated to have cost insurers more than $3 billion. 

These are just some of the preliminary "snapshot" findings from Munich Re, one of the world's biggest reinsurance companies, which has been tracking the economic and insured losses as a result of natural and weather-related catastrophes since the 1950s.

Thomas Loster, Head of Weather/Climate Risks Research at the company and Head of the Climate Change Working Group of the UNEP Finance Initiative, said that the years of the late 1990s and early 21st century had been marked by increasingly "extreme" weather and climate-related events.

"We will have to get used to the fact that extreme summers, like the one we had in Europe this year, are to be expected more frequently in the future and that they will become more or less the norm by the middle of the century. The summer of 2003, with its extensive losses, is therefore a glimpse into the future, a 'future summer,'" he said.

Klaus Toepfer, executive director of UNEP, added: "Climate change is not a prognosis, it is a reality that is, and will increasingly bring human suffering and economic hardship. Developed countries have a responsibility to reduce their emissions, but also have a responsibility to help developing countries adapt to the impacts of global warming."

LOAD-DATE: January 21, 2004 
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NY TIMES

No Foolproof Way Is Seen to Contain Altered Genes

January 21, 2004

 By ANDREW POLLACK

A new report commissioned by the government suggests that it will be difficult to completely prevent genetically engineered plants and animals from having unintended environmental and public health effects.

The report, released yesterday by the National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences, says that while there are many techniques being developed to prevent genetically engineered organisms or their genes from escaping into the wild, most techniques are still in early development and none appear to be completely effective. 

"One of our big messages throughout the whole report is that there are very few bioconfinement methods that are well developed," Anne R. Kapuscinski, a professor of fisheries, wildlife and conservation biology at the

University of Minnesota and a member of the committee that wrote the report, said at a news conference in Washington yesterday.

Companies and scientists are now developing a wide range of genetically modified organisms: salmon that grow superfast, mosquitoes engineered not to transmit malaria, corn that produces pharmaceuticals and industrial chemicals.

One concern about these transgenic products is that their genes or the organisms could spread. Fast-growing fish, if they were to escape into the wild, might beat out regular salmon for food or mates, disrupting the ecological balance. Genes giving crops resistance to herbicides or insects might spread to weeds, making the weeds harder to eradicate. Pollen flow from corn engineered to produce a drug could allow the drug to get into corn destined for the food supply.

Much of the efforts to prevent these effects have involved physical containment, like growing fish in tanks rather than the ocean or growing crops in greenhouses.

But the new report, commissioned by the Department of Agriculture, looks at biological methods of containment, which it calls bioconfinement. These include measures like inducing sterility by giving fish an extra set of chromosomes or exposing insects to radiation. Bacteria might be given "suicide genes" that would cause them to self-destruct if they escaped. Crop scientists are working on a variety of techniques, including putting the foreign genes into the chloroplasts rather than the nucleus because chloroplast genes usually do not get into the pollen.

In many cases, the report says, such bioconfinement will not be needed because the organisms will pose little risk. But it says that when it is needed, it might be useful to use more than one method at a time, since no single method is likely to be 100 percent effective. The report also says such bioconfinement methods are best considered early in the development of a genetically modified plant or animal rather than as an afterthought.

The panel's report could have some bearing on issues now before regulators. It recommends, for instance, that

nonfood crops be sought for growing pharmaceuticals or chemicals that need to be kept out of the food supply.

This position is favored by many environmental and consumer groups and by food companies, which fear that a contamination incident would hurt sales and undermine public confidence in food safety. But the biotechnology industry has generally argued that it is most economical to use widely grown crops like corn and that these crops can be adequately isolated from crops grown for food.

The report also says there are weaknesses in the safeguards being taken by a company that is seeking Food and Drug Administration approval to sell salmon genetically engineered to grow faster.

The company, Aqua Bounty Technologies of Waltham, Mass., has said it would sell to fish farms only female fish that have been sterilized, thereby eliminating the possibility that the fish could reproduce should they escape into rivers or the ocean. But the report says those methods alone might not be sufficient, in part because

sterilization does not always work. It says the fish should be grown only in special inland facilities, rather than in cages in the ocean from which they might escape.

Joseph B. McGonigle, vice president of Aqua Bounty, said there were errors in the report. "They clearly don't have a full grasp of both what we're proposing and how effective the technology is," Mr. McGonigle said.

Consumer groups and the biotechnology industry differed on their interpretation of the report.

Gregory Jaffe of the Center for Science in the Public Interest said the report's conclusion that there was no

foolproof bioconfinement method suggested "there is a need to have a better regulatory system that assesses whether there are any risks to begin with."

But the Biotechnology Industry Organization said in a statement that the report concluded that "technology

providers have a variety of methods available to ensure confinement of organisms modified through biotechnology when risk warrants it."

In another report issued yesterday, the National Research Council said urgent action was needed to preserve the Atlantic salmon in Maine, where the fish supply has been rapidly declining. The fish there constitute most of the Atlantic salmon population in the United States. A program of removing dams should start immediately, the report said.

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/01/21/science/21GENE.html?ex=1075696219&ei=1&en=27c3ae3997b10e06

ENS

Bush State of the Union Ignores Environment 
WASHINGTON, DC, January 21, 2004 (ENS) - President George W. Bush did not once mention the environment during his State of the Union address to a Joint Session of Congress last night. Nor was the environment mentioned in the Democratic response to the President's address given by Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi of California and Senator Tom Daschle of South Dakota. 

President Bush spent most of his speech on combatting terrorism. Saying that "hundreds of thousands of American servicemen and women are deployed across the world in the war on terror," the President emphasized that by "bringing hope to the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they are making America more secure." 

President Bush lauded the actions of U.S. military forces in Iraq and Afghanistan, saying, "As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny and despair and anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the safety of America and our friends." 

And the President assured the world that America "has no ambitions of empire." 

But he did not mention global warming. 

[image: image6.jpg]


President George W. Bush delivers his 2004 State of the Union address. (Photo courtesy The White House)
"The American economy is growing stronger," said President Bush, and asked Congress to make tax cuts passed during his administration permanent. 

But he did not mention mad cow disease found in December for the first time in the United States that has closed the borders of 39 countries to American beef. 

The President said members of Congress can take pride in "giving our senior citizens prescription drug coverage under Medicare." 

But he did not mention clean air and clean water, the essential underpinnings of public health. He did not mention the his administration's rollback or rejection of requirements that power plants limit emissions of mercury, sulfur, nitrogen and carbon dioxide. 

The President did make mention of energy conservation when he said, "Consumers and businesses need reliable supplies of energy to make our economy run - so I urge you to pass legislation to modernize our electricity system, promote conservation, and make America less dependent on foreign sources of energy." 

"In two weeks," the President told lawmakers, "I will send you a budget that funds the war, protects the homeland, and meets important domestic needs, while limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less than four percent. This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut wasteful spending, and be wise with the people's money. By doing so, we can cut the deficit in half over the next five years." 

President Bush addresses the joint session of Congress, January 20, 2004. Behind him is Vice President Dick Cheney (left) and Speaker of the House of Representatives Dennis Hastert of Illinois. (Photo courtesy The White House)
When President Bush took office in January 2001, saying he was a fiscal conservative, the country had a surplus after eight years of a Democratic administration under President Bill Clinton. 

In the past three years, the $236 billion federal surplus President Bush inherited has turned into a $374.2 billion deficit. Overall spending has risen at least 16 percent since he took office, about eight times more than the two percent average annual inflation rate over the same period. 

The Democratic response to the State of the Union speech did not address the state of the environment. 

On the military side Representative Pelosi, the House Democratic Leader and a 10 year veteran of the House Intelligence Committee said, "The president led us into the Iraq war on the basis of unproven assertions without evidence. He embraced a radical doctrine of preemptive war unprecedented in our history, and he failed to build a true international coalition." 

But she did not mention the use of depleted uranium munitions in Iraq and Afghanistan. Carried by the prevailing winds over long distances, depleted uranium particles emit alpha, beta and gamma radiation, some of which have a radioactive half-life of 4.5 billion years, and pose a long term threat to human health and the environment by contaminating air, soil and water. 

"American taxpayers are bearing almost all the cost," of military action, said Pelosi, "a colossal $120 billion and rising. More importantly, American troops are enduring almost all the casualties: tragically, 500 killed and thousands more wounded." 

Pelosi said the Bush administration is "failing to meet the challenge" of protecting America, and on the issue of homeland security, "Democrats have a better way." 

"One hundred percent of the enriched uranium and other material for weapons of mass destruction must be secured," Pelosi said. "Today, the administration has refused to commit the resources necessary to prevent it from falling into the hands of terrorists." 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle give the Democratic response to the State of the Union address. (Photo courtesy Democrats in Congress)
"One hundred percent of chemical and nuclear plants in the United States must have high levels of security. Today, the Bush administration has tolerated a much lower standard," she said. 

Calling for more spending on communications equipment for "police officers, firefighters and all of our first responders to prevent or respond to a terrorist attack," Pelosi said, "Today, the technology is there but the resources are not." 

Senate Democratic Leader Daschle called for "strengthening agriculture in rural America by labeling all food products with their country of origin," but he did not mention the environmental problems caused in the United States by massive waste from animal feeding operations and the spreading of sewage sludge of American fields. 

"When I was driving around South Dakota this summer," said Daschle, "I met a nurse in Sioux Falls who has cancer. She told me she couldn't afford the $1,500 a month her drugs cost. "She told me that she was going to die, that she was a lost cause. "But," she said, "we must solve this problem. Don't turn more people into lost causes." 

But Senator Daschle did not address the application of cancer causing chemicals in American agricultural operations. He did not mention the pesticide residues in the American food supply. He did not mention that genetically modified American products have been banned in other countries. 

Democratic Presidential hopeful Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts, who won Monday's Iowa primary election, responded to the President's State of the Union address on television last night. Noting that "all of us join in celebrating the accomplishments of our troops," Kerry highlighted the issues that are affecting the everyday lives of average Americans and criticized President Bush for having given in to the powerful special interests in his address. 

But Kerry did not mention the environment. 

Democratic Presidential hopeful Howard Dean, who is taking his campaign to New Hampshire after finishing third Monday in Iowa, said before the State of the Union address, "What will be most striking tonight is what this President won't discuss: the three million jobs lost under his watch, the 43 million Americans without health insurance, the record level of bankruptcies." 

But Dean did not mention the environment. 

The Green Party of the United States, left without a Presidential candidate since Ralph Nader, the Green candidate in 2000 announced in late December that he would not seek the Green Party nomination for the upcoming election, urged Americans "to be skeptical of President Bush's list of proposals and claims," in a statement issued Tuesday in advance of the speech. 

The real Bush victory, say Greens, has been a massive transfer of wealth and power from the American people over to major corporations, especially Halliburton, Bechtel, Boeing, Lockheed Martin, the Carlyle Group and other defense contractors, oil companies, insurance firms and HMOs, and drug manufacturers.
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General environment news

Disaster Looms At Akute NNPC Pipeline Vandalized

P.M. News (Lagos): A replay of the Jesse town petroleum fire disaster in which more than 1,000 people died as a result of oil pipeline vandalisation may reoccur at Ishashi village, Ogun State, anytime from now as vandals have drilled a hole into an NNPC pipeline and are now scooping refined petrol from the pipeline. When P.M.News visited the village yesterday, some of these vandals were seen scooping petrol into empty kegs undisturbed. Residents of the area said the activity has been going on for sometime now. Some hefty men were also observed transporting filled kegs of petrol with canoe to Akute Odo also in Ogun State. Not less than 200 kegs of petrol were seen at the sight when P.M.News visited. It would be recalled that the area went up in flames two years ago due to the vandalisation of the same pipeline. According to some residents of Ore-Ofe Street, Akute-Odo has been playing host to these vandals on a daily basis. One noticeable feature of Ishashi and Ore-Ofe Street, Akute-Odo is that the activities of these vandals are well known. Many of the residents refused to talk on their activities for fear of being vandals. Attempt by P.M.News reporter to speak with some of the vandals resulted in his being driven out of the area. A reliable source told P.M.News that scores of black markets where petrol scooped from Ishashi is sold, have sprung up around Akute and parts of Berger, Ishaga, Iju-Station, Crossing and Ogba.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401210654.html
Experts seek Equitable Distribution of Biodiversity Wealth

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé): Environmental experts met in Yaounde early this week to explore ways of establishing a legal framework to regulate access and benefit sharing in the use of products of biodiversity in the country. The workshop was jointly organised by the Ministry of Environment and Forestry (MINEF) and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). The concept of "Access and Benefit Sharing" (ABS) comes out of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), one of the main products of the Rio 1992 United Nations conference on Environment and Development. The government of Cameroon is committed to the convention (CBD) which it ratified in 1994. What ABS implies is putting in place regulatory mechanisms for managing the use and exploitation of genetic resources as provided for by the convention. CBD has three main objectives, namely: biodiversity conservation, sustainable use and access and benefit sharing. The Ministry of Environment and Forestry underscored the need to put in place a regulatory framework to ensure access and equitable distribution of wealth accruing from the sustainable management of Cameroon's rich biological diversity. The minister's representative said the country's genetic resources has increasingly become a prime source for international biodiversity, but regretted that its contribution to local livelihoods and to the national economy as a whole, has not been fully maximized. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401210564.html
Bongo Antelope to Return Home to Mount Kenya

The East African (Nairobi): The striped antelope was an international sensation in the 1930s when white settlers first saw it and European and American game merchants flocked Kenya to hunt and trap the antelope to satisfy demand from zoos abroad. The Mt Kenya Game ranch near Nanyuki in Kenya's central highlands, will this month import a herd of 20 spiral-horned bongo antelope from a Florida Zoo, with the blessing of the Kenya Wildlife Service. The Kenya highlands are one of the bongo's natural habitat that

extends to the forested lowlands of West and Central Africa, but according to the senior warden in-charge of the Mount Kenya National Park, Bongo Woodley, the last bongo (Boocercus eurycerus) was sighted here in 1990. The translocation of the bongo antelopes to Kenya has been dubbed the Bongo Repatriation Programme and is being supported by the Rare Species Conservatory Foundation (RSCF) that supports rehabilitation of rare animals in their native lands, the KWS and the United Nations Development Programme among others.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401210291.html
Green Scorpions to Take On Polluters

Business Day (Johannesburg): Environmental offenders have escaped prosecution, but now there is an agency dedicated to tracking them down. The Green Scorpions, the newest addition to SA's law-enforcement capacity, have already made its first sting and are planning to pounce on their next victim by March. The first such unit of its kind in Africa, the expanding seven- person agency will soon become a regulatory force to be reckoned with, as it closes in on non compliant companies and individuals that pollute the nvironment. The agency reports to the environmental affairs and tourism department and the national prosecuting authority, giving it an understanding of green issues and the power to enforce the law. The unit's presence will compel companies to rethink environmental policies or face harsh penalties, including up to 10 years in jail for pollution-related offences. Environmental offenders have for too long escaped prosecution because SA did not have the necessary legislation in place or the enforcement mechanisms to bring culprits to book. But with the regulatory environment now active the Green Scorpions plan to make a dramatic difference quickly. In existence for only three months, the Green Scorpions have already made their mark, with last week's arrest of East London farm owner Daryl Tucker.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401210133.html
DEAT Clamps Down On Abalone Poachers

BuaNews (Pretoria): The Department of Environment Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) has onfiscated vessel estimated at R300 000 and diving gear valued at R120 000 while tracking down abalone poachers in Mitchell's Plain yesterday. In another incident, the department officials arrested a skipper who resisted arrest after the department's fisheries control officers found him with 2 260 shucked abalone. Officials also seized diving gear used in committing the alleged offences, including diving suits, masks, flippers, weight belts and SCUBA. The department said it had significantly stepped up its compliance, monitoring and surveillance activities towards abalone poaching. The department's Deputy Director-General for Marine and Coastal Management, Horst Kleinschmidt, confirmed that the department has recently taken possession of a number of vessels and vehicles that were confiscated and subsequently forfeited by courts of law. On 13 January the department confiscated three vehicles, three deep freezes and R294 500 during operation Neptune. Two days later, another nine people were arrested and 11 963 abalone were seized, said the department. On 17 January 2004 members of operation Neptune and the department confiscated 438 abalone and 390 West Coast rock lobster and three people were arrested in this operation. On 18 January 2004 the department's fisheries control officers in Port Elizabeth arrested 12 poachers after a late night vessel chase. Mr. Kleinschmidt confirmed that the department was at an advanced stage of developing a strategic plan for the management of the abalone resource in the Eastern Cape.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401210459.html
R106 000 Fine for Tortoise Poachers

Cape Argus (Cape Town): Three Japanese tortoise poachers posing as tourists have each been sentenced to a hefty fine of R106 000, or six years in jail, after being found near Graafwater on the West Coast with 14 angulate tortoises. The angulate tortoise occurs naturally only in South Africa, and the men were arrested after being reported by local farm labourers who saw them collecting the reptiles. The Japanese men pleaded guilty in the Clanwilliam Regional Court to three charges under the provincial Nature Conservation Ordinance of hunting, possessing and transporting the tortoises without the required permits. Today, an advocate representing four Germans found in possession of hundreds of insects - including stag beetles of the endangered Colophon genus which fetch huge sums on the wildlife black market - will meet state lawyers in an attempt to hammer out a plea bargain agreement. They were arrested by nature conservation officials at a roadblock near Ceres earlier this month, after a tip-off.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200401210428.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Germany seeking broader intl role 

Irib, Iran, Nairobi, Jan 21 - Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, on his first official African tour, said in Kenya on Wednesday that Germany was "willing to assume any international responsibility" and had an important role to play in the world arena.
Answering questions from journalists after meeting Klaus Toepfer and Anna Tibaijuka, the chiefs of the UN Environment Program (UNEP) and UN centre for human settlement (UN-habitat) in Nairobi, Schroeder said his country's "role changed" in the world after East and West Germany were reunited in 1990.
http://www.iribnews.com/Full_en.asp?news_id=196965 

Schroeder arrives in South Africa to talk business http://www.channelnewsasia.com/stories/afp_world/view/67398/1/.html
Channel News Asia, Singapore, Jan 22, 04 -…. "We are willing to assume any international responsibility. Germany's role in the world has changed because the world has changed... We cannot limit our role," said Schroeder, speaking through a translator.
He added that Nairobi-based UN Environment Programme chief Klaus Toepfer, tipped by some as a future German president, was "qualified for any conceivable office."
Asked on his position if Toepfer were to run for the largely honorary position in May, Schroeder said: "The personal integrity, human experience, life experience of Toepfer qualifies him for any conceivable office in the national and international frame."
 

Iraq's wetlands in need 
The Asahi Shimbun, Jan 22, 04 - Japan wants to assist in a project of biblical proportions. 
Once the dust settles in Iraq's volatile security situation, Japan hopes to find ways to turn it to mud and save what is widely considered the cradle of civilization, sources said Wednesday. 
…According to the U.N. Environment Program, the marshlands could completely disappear over the next five years if nothing is done to stem desertification. 
http://www.asahi.com/english/nation/TKY200401220151.html___________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

 Bahrain

Bay clean-up drive

A CLEAN-UP of the Arad Bay Marine Reserve will be held tomorrow.

It is being organised by the Muharraq Municipality's high committee for environmental protection under the patronage of Muharraq Governor Salman Bin Hindi.

Over 150 volunteers from societies, charity funds, social committees, schools, clubs and other bodies are taking part.

It is being held in co-operation with the Muharraq Municipality and the Gulf City Cleaning Company.

The half-kilometre stretch near the Bahrain International Airport was made a protected area last year. The clean-up will begin at 8am
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=72133&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26307
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
In Germany, Annan urges world to refocus on poverty, security

*
Southern Lebanon more fragile after six months of tension: Annan

*
UN Israel-Syria force adjusting to changing conditions, outgoing commander says

*
Western Sahara: Annan calls for more time to allow Morocco to consider deal

*
Plight of children in armed conflict reaches watershed stage – UN official
*
Sierra Leone: indicted war criminal sanctioned over possible effort to cause unrest

*
UN mission in Liberia starts public information campaign on demobilization

*
WHO scaling up measures to help those with both HIV and TB 

*
UN health agency begins preparing vaccine against ‘bird flu’

*
Health of 2 billion can be saved for only a few cents per person per year – UN

*
Germany triples its support for UN Human Settlements Programme

*
Italy and Nigeria team up to fight human trafficking for sexual exploitation – UN

*
New UN prize honours inventive partnerships in use of world’s resources

*
World’s fastest marathon runner joins UN race to beat hunger

*
UNESCO chief condemns ‘brutal murder’ of Bangladeshi journalist

* * * * 

Secretary-General

21 January – After a year in which Iraq monopolized worldwide attention, the international community should concentrate in 2004 on priorities such as fighting poverty, bolstering the system of collective security and rebuilding trust among peoples, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today during an official visit to Germany.

“I invite you to join me in dedicating this year this year to those three great tasks: to refocus the world’s attention and resources on the needs and fears of the poor; to strengthen our system of collective security, so that no State feels it has to face global threats on its own; and to overcome distrust and division between people of different faiths and cultures, so that we can all live together in harmony and mutual respect,” he said in the prepared text of his address on accepting the German Media Award in Baden-Baden, Germany.

The jury for the prize – which is based on a poll of the editors of the country’s most important media – said the Secretary-General “stands, like no other politician, for the basic ideals of the United Nations, striving for a better organized and peaceful world.”

On helping the poor, the Secretary-General recalled the pledges world leaders made in 2000 at a UN summit to halve poverty and hunger, halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and other major diseases, and improve the lives of 100 million slum-dwellers, all by 2015.

“Last year we let ourselves be distracted from these vital tasks,” he said. “We were concerned – and rightly so – with issues of peace and security.”

At the same time, he warned that “there will be no peace and no security, even for the most privileged amongst us, in a world that remains divided between extremes of wealth and poverty, health and disease, knowledge and ignorance, freedom and oppression.”
The Secretary-General said that to help repair the system of collective security, he has asked a 16-member blue-ribbon panel, which he appointed last November, to recommend ways of dealing with threats and challenges to peace and security in the 21st century. “The object of the exercise is to find a credible and convincing collective answer to the challenges of our time.”

As for rebuilding trust and confidence between peoples of different faiths and cultures, Mr. Annan noted that many recent events – including the terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001, the war in Iraq and the continuing conflict between Israelis and Palestinians – have pushed the international community dangerously close to a “clash of civilizations.”

“We must resist this,” he said. “We must deal with all our fellow human beings fairly and objectively, judging them by their own individual words and actions, and not on the basis of generalizations or preconceptions about the group to which we think they belong.”

Earlier Wednesday, the Secretary-General told a press encounter that he was in touch with parties in Iraq and was still considering how best the UN can help following the request Monday by the coalition and the Iraqi Governing Council that he send a team to Iraq to assess the transition process, including elections and the proposed caucus system, before the return of sovereignty at the end of June.

“Once I have completed my reflection, and we have studied the documents, I will decide how best the UN can help and I will make a decision and an announcement as to what I am going to do. But I am still considering it,” he told reporters following his meeting with Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer.

In addition to Iraq, the two also discussed the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Afghanistan, UN-German relations and the Secretary-General’s high-level panel on UN change.

Asked about the political situation in Iran, the Secretary-General expressed his hope that Iranians would find a way to resolve their differences so that they could hold “free and fair elections with participation of all the parties.”

On UN efforts to find a solution to the Cyprus problem, Mr. Annan said his settlement proposal was still on the table and that he was waiting to hear from all parties that they are ready to resume negotiations.

“We haven’t reached the stage where I would get involved yet,” he said, adding that he expected to meet with Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Davos, Switzerland, in the coming days.

* * *

Lebanon

21 January – The fragile stability of southern Lebanon is under threat after an upsurge in violent incidents in the past six months, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a document on the UN force monitoring the situation.

In his latest report to the Security Council on the activities of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), Mr. Annan says six people have been killed since the end of July following breaches of the line of withdrawal, known as the Blue Line, by both Israel and Hezbollah militias inside Lebanon.

The Secretary-General expresses concern over Israel’s “provocative air violations” of sovereign Lebanese territory while calling Hizbollah’s firing of anti-aircraft rounds across the Blue Line a violation “that poses obvious mortal risk.”

“Israel’s air strikes against Hizbollah positions added a serious new dimension to the cycle,” Mr. Annan observes, noting that Hizbollah use of anti-aircraft weaponry has declined in recent weeks and voicing hope that this trend will continue. 

“I again call upon the Governments of Israel and Lebanon to ensure that all such violations cease,” he says, calling on both sides to show restraint and avoid an escalation.

The Secretary-General expresses concern over the number of explosive devices found near the Blue Line. “Their presence undermines stability and endangers lives on both sides of the line, including those of UNIFIL personnel.” But he notes the success of de-mining operations across southern Lebanon.

Given the tense situation, Mr. Annan recommends extending UNIFIL’s mandate, set to expire at the end of this month, until 31 July. He also calls on Member States to pay their assessments on time, pointing out that UNIFIL has a current funding shortfall of $75 million.

* * *

UNDOF

20 January – The United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in the Golan Heights is working to modernize its operations in order to keep pace with changing conditions on the ground, the mission’s outgoing commander said today.

Maj. Gen. Franciszek Gagor of Poland told the press in New York that the operation, founded in 1974, is adjusting to evolving conditions. He noted that 30 years ago there were some 5,000 people on the Golan, while today that number has increased tenfold.

“That means that UNDOF has to maintain and modernize its facilities and also has to adjust its way of operation,” General Gagor said. In particular, the mission has been forced to become more mobile and more visible, he added, describing a modernization programme now underway which aims to improve infrastructure, integrate all UN elements in the area and adapt its concept of operations to the realities on the ground.

Communications and computer systems are also being upgraded to respond to developments as part of the overall bid to optimize resources. “We improve our efficiency so that we can meet the challenges and requirements in front of us,” he explained.

Asked how he would title a book on his experiences in the Golan, Mr. Gagor replied, “Peace is worth fighting for.”

Maj. Gen. Bala Nanda Sharma of Nepal has taken over the responsibilities as Force Commander of UNDOF, which maintains the ceasefire between Israel and Syria and monitors the disengagement of their forces while maintaining an 80-kilometre area of separation.

* * *

Western Sahara

21 January – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says the UN mission in Western Sahara should be extended for another three months, through the end of April, to give Morocco more time to respond to a peace plan for the disputed area.

In a report to the Security Council issued today, Mr. Annan says his Personal Envoy, James Baker, recommended that the mandate of the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) be extended to allow him to consult more with Rabat.

“I concur with this view and hope that he will be receiving Morocco’s final reply before the end of April 2004,” Mr. Annan says.

The peace plan, submitted by Mr. Baker last year, calls for a referendum on the status of Western Sahara. It was accepted by the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro, known as Frente POLISARIO, in July.

In his regular report, Mr. Annan says the recent round of confidence-building measures – telephone calls between Western Sahara and refugee camps in neighbouring Algeria resumed last week – mean the UN’s refugee agency thinks an exchange of family visits could begin next month.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) submitted a detailed plan in November on how the exchange of family visits between the refugee camps in Tindouf and Western Sahara could work.

But Mr. Annan also warns that more relief aid is needed to ensure Western Saharan refugees do not succumb to acute and chronic malnutrition.

“Without significant donor contributions, the Western Saharan refugee assistance programme may face a critical situation in the coming months.”

* * *

Children and armed conflict

20 January – The battle to uphold the rights and well-being of children exposed to armed conflict “has reached a watershed moment,” the Secretary-General’s Special Representative on the issue told the Security Council today.
During the annual Council debate on children and armed conflict, Under-Secretary-General Olara Otunnu said that while there has been significant progress on many fronts for children, too many parties go unpunished despite continuing to violate their rights.

“The general situation for children remains grave and unacceptable,” Mr. Otunnu said, citing the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the Indonesian province of Aceh, Iraq, Liberia, the occupied Palestinian territories and Uganda as areas where children have particularly suffered over the past year.

Mr. Otunnu’s recommendations to redress the situation include setting up a monitoring and reporting mechanism to track violations of children’s rights during conflicts.

But he said there has been some progress in recent years, including greater advocacy for children, the development of international norms for their treatment, and the increasing integration of child protection into UN peacekeeping operations.

Carol Bellamy, Executive Director of the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), told the Council debate that many children suffer more because humanitarian access is often restricted or banned outright during wars.

Ms. Bellamy said child soldiers were not the only victims of wars, adding that girls were especially vulnerable to sexual violence and exploitation.

“Another devastating consequence of today’s wars is that they create and exacerbate conditions that lead to HIV/AIDS,” she said. “The impoverishment that accompanies conflict often leaves women and girls so destitute that trading sex for survival becomes the only option for many.”

A number of the more than 40 delegates who spoke at the meeting said the most effective way to help children affected by armed conflict was to strike at the root of the problem by preventing war from breaking out in the first place. 

* * *

Sierra Leone

21 January – A former senior Sierra Leonean official indicted for war crimes has had all his communications except those with his lawyers restricted for 14 days after an intercept linked him to attempts to cause civil unrest, the Special Court in the West African country said today.

Former Internal Affairs Minister Sam Hinga Norman was indicted in March for acts ranging from murder, sexual slavery and rape, to forced conscription of children and attacks on UN peacekeepers during a decade’s worth of atrocities and human rights violations.   

The Registrar of the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL), which contains a mix of international and national judges, took the step after a telephone intercept recorded late on Monday indicated that Mr. Norman was involved in coordinating activities calculated to cause civil unrest in Sierra Leone. 

According to an SCSL statement last October, Mr. Norman’s lawyers were preparing to argue that he could not be indicted for recruiting child soldiers because there were no international statutes against the practice.

* * *

Liberia

21 January – The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has launched a nationwide campaign to inform Liberians about the country’s disarmament and rehabilitation programme.

The opening event took place yesterday 50 kilometres northwest of Monrovia in Tubmanburg, Bomi County, the headquarters town of one of the rebel groups, Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD).

By mid-January UNMIL, which began work in October to enforce a peace accord between the Government and two rebel movements, had already demobilized more than 12,600 combatants – about a third of the total – and collected over 9,000 weapons.

Demobilization initially generated turmoil when more people turned up to take part than could be accommodated. The Tubmanburg briefing was the first in a new series of field visits around the country to inform combatants and communities about UNMIL’s Disarmament, Demobilization, Rehabilitation and Reintegration (DDRR) programme before it resumes.

In coordinating the series, UNMIL collaborated with the National Commission on Disarmament, Demobilization, Rehabilitation and Reintegration (NCDDRR), commanders of LURD, the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) and ex-Government of Liberia (GoL) forces, UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including child protection agencies and women’s groups. 

At the Sector Headquarters of the UNMIL Pakistani Contingent in Tubmanburg, a joint team, including commanders of LURD, MODEL and ex-GoL, went over the details of the DDRR programme’s procedures and benefits with traditional chiefs as well as community and religious leaders.

The team then met with over 300 LURD combatants at their headquarters, where the Flomo Theatre Troupe and the Musicians’ Union of Liberia communicated peace and disarmament messages through music and comedy. Combatants picked up cartoon flyers depicting the DDRR process and UNMIL’s deployment.

Addressing the soldiers, ex-GoL Gen. Tamba Kandeh said, “Before now, I would never have dared come to Tubmanburg, but now I am here.”

This was an indication, he said, that peace had come to Liberia.

* * *

HIV/TB

21 January – With some 14 million people worldwide suffering from both HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) today issued guidelines to increase collaboration between national TB and HIV/AIDS programmes.

“TB/HIV is a deadly combination and needs to be tackled with an approach treating the whole person,” said Dr. Lee Jong-wook, WHO’s Director-General. “With effective treatment, TB can be cured, HIV managed and the health of millions of people preserved.”

Dr. Peter Piot, the Executive Director of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), agreed that TB is perhaps the most deadly opportunistic infection associated with AIDS. “By tackling TB and HIV together, we can have a significant impact on improving the quality of life of people infected with HIV, while also controlling TB and preventing new infections,” he said.

The new programme will give critical support for “3 by 5”, the WHO plan to provide anti-retroviral (ARV) drug treatment to 3 million people living with AIDS by the end of 2005.

A principal focus of the programme will be Africa, where 70 per cent of the world’s 14 million people who are co-infected live. Up to half of the continent’s people with HIV/AIDS develop TB and almost four out of five TB patients are HIV-infected, according to WHO.

A key guideline will be to train health workers to increase voluntary HIV testing and counselling in TB programmes, with the aim of identifying and referring more than half a million TB patients who are also HIV-positive for ARV drug treatment in the next two years. In this way, TB programmes will help with HIV prevention, ARV distribution and patient care, WHO said.

At the same time, the agency promised to add screening and testing for TB at HIV/AIDS service delivery points in regions of high HIV prevalence.

By routinely screening and testing people with HIV/AIDS for TB, people without TB can be treated with prophylactic drugs that prevent the development of active tuberculosis and people with the disease can be cured, WHO said.

* * *
Avian flu

21 January – The United Nations health agency has begun trying to rapidly develop a vaccine against avian influenza – sometimes known as “bird flu” – after an outbreak that has claimed five lives in Hanoi, Viet Nam, in recent weeks.

The World Heath Organization (WHO) described the research into creating a vaccine as “a precautionary measure” following the outbreak, which has also decimated the bird population in Viet Nam, Japan and the Republic of Korea.

Officials at laboratories within WHO’s Global Influenza Network are aiming to have prototype viruses for vaccine production ready for manufacturers within four weeks.

The highly pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza virus has been isolated from specimens taken from two of the recent fatal cases in Viet Nam, WHO said. Scientists are still determining how similar it is to the strain of the H5N1 virus identified in Hong Kong last year.

* * *

UNICEF

21 January – Lack of vitamins and minerals in the diet is damaging the health of 2 billion people – one third of the world’s population - and holding back the economic development of virtually every country in the southern hemisphere despite inexpensive means of prevention, according to a new United Nations report released today.

But fighting the problem will not succeed without a more ambitious, visionary, and systematic commitment to “deploy known solutions on the same scale as the known problems,” says the report from the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Micronutrient Initiative, released at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. The Initiative, a non-profit international centre based in Ottawa, Canada, is a UNICEF partner.

“When so much could be achieved for so many, and for so little, it would be a matter of global disgrace if vitamin and mineral deficiency were not brought under control in the years immediately ahead,” the report declares, noting that many preventive measures would cost only a few cents per person each year.

Whole populations can be protected by tested and inexpensive methods such as adding essential vitamins and minerals to regularly consumed foods like flour, salt, sugar, cooking oil and margarine at an annual cost of only a few cents per person, it says. Other measures include providing vulnerable groups, particularly children and women of childbearing age, with supplemental tablets, capsules and syrups, again costing only a few cents per person per year, and educating communities about foods that can increase the intake and absorption of needed vitamins and minerals.

“It’s no longer acceptable to simply identify symptoms of micronutrient deficiency in individuals and then treat them,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said. “We have to protect entire populations against the devastating consequences of vitamin and mineral deficiency, especially children.” Noting that the industrialized world has long achieved this, she added, “We know what needs doing – we just have to do it.”

Summarizing “damage assessment” studies in 80 nations, the report finds that lack of key vitamins and minerals impairs intellectual development, compromises immune systems, causes birth defects and consigns 2 billion people to lives below their physical and mental potential.

It notes that iron deficiency impairs mental development in young children, lowers national IQs and undermines adult productivity, with estimated losses of 2 per cent of the gross domestic product in the worst-affected countries. Vitamin A deficiency compromises the immune systems of some 40 per cent of children under five in the developing world, leading to the deaths of 1 million youngsters each year, while iodine deficiency in pregnancy leaves up to 20 million babies a year mentally impaired.

Severe iron deficiency anaemia kills some 50,000 women annually during childbirth. Folate deficiency causes some 200,000 severe birth defects each year and is associated with roughly 1 in 10 adult deaths from heart disease, according to the report.

***

HABITAT

21 January – German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder today pledged to triple his country’s support for the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (HABITAT) to €500,000 (euros) for core funding to the agency.

The pledge, made today at a meeting in Nairobi with HABITAT Executive Director Anna Tibaijuka, comes over and above German support for specific project programmes.

During their talks Mrs. Tibaijuka voiced appreciation for Germany’s continued support and highlighted the challenges of poverty in a rapidly urbanizing world, especially in Africa’s growing slums.

She also explained the agency’s coordinating role in helping governments achieve the Millennium Development Goals – adopted at a 2000 UN summit – of significantly improving the lives of 100 million slum dwellers by 2020, and of halving the number of people who lack access to safe water and sanitation by 2015. Specifically, she described efforts to upgrade a programme currently underway in the Nairobi slum of Kibera – the largest in Africa – aimed at bettering the conditions of residents.

Chancellor Schröder pledged further commitments to projects to help overcome the challenge of rapid urbanization, particularly in Africa.

* * * 

Italy/Nigeria

21 January – Italy and Nigeria have signed an agreement to work together on a United Nations-sponsored programme against the practice of human trafficking between the two countries.

In a ceremony in Rome yesterday, Italy’s chief anti-Mafia prosecutor Piero Luigi Vigna and Nigeria’s Attorney-General and Justice Minister Akinlolu Olujinmi signed a memorandum which is designed to stem the flow of Nigerians into Italy for the purpose of sexual exploitation.

Set up by the UN Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the programme outlines greater judicial cooperation between Nigeria and Italy, public awareness-raising activities in both countries, and measures to strengthen Nigeria’s law enforcement, prosecution and criminal justice agencies.

* * *

Environment

 21 January – The United Nations environment agency and several of its partners today launched a new global award to recognize new strategies for the sustainable use of the world’s natural resources.

The Supporting Entrepreneurs in Environment and Development (SEED) Awards aim not to honour outcomes but innovative partnership proposals. Winners – whether they are community groups, businesses, workers organizations or local authorities – will receive support in developing business plans, seeking funding and setting up partnerships, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) reported.

Offering examples of these joint ventures, the agency cited a network of women slum dwellers in India collaborating with engineers from the United Kingdom and a French water company to improve water delivery in their communities.

In Ecuador, a consortium of European companies is working with the Government and coffee farmers to ensure that pesticides do not contaminate water supplies, while in South Africa, a small business owner is working with women’s cooperatives and the Government to test market solar technologies in rural areas, according to UNEP.

“We are not trying to set-up an international standard for ideal partnerships, but rather to honour, support and promote the entrepreneurial spirit of those working in partnerships that contribute to the achievement of the UN’s Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the World Summit for Sustainable Development’s Plan of Implementation,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said.

The MDGs are a set of time-bound, measurable targets that world leaders agreed to in 2000 at a UN summit that aim to halve poverty, bring educational parity to boys and girls and cut the rate of HIV/AIDS transmissions, all by 2015.

The SEED Awards – launched in parallel sessions at the World Social Forum in Mumbai, India, and the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland – will be presented every two years and were initiated by UNEP, World Conservation Union-IUCN, and the NGO Stakeholder Forum for Our Common Future, based in the United Kingdom. The UN Development Programme (UNDP) is also joining the initiative as one of the founding organizations.

* * * 

WFP ambassador

21 January – Marathon world record holder Paul Tergat today joined the United Nations race to defeat global hunger when he was appointed a special ambassador of the UN World Food Programme (WFP), which already feeds more than 15 million children in 64 countries and aims to reach 50 million by 2007.

Mr. Tergat, who received food aid as an eight-year-old school child in Kenya’s Rift Valley, will use the high-profile platform of international athletics to raise awareness of WFP’s school feeding programme.


“Paul is a natural advocate for WFP,” the agency’s Executive Director, James T. Morris, told a news conference in Rome after naming the runner “Ambassador Against Hunger.” “Few people are better qualified to explain how food aid can transform the lives of the world’s 300 million chronically hungry children,” he added.

Mr. Tergat, who ran himself into the record books in Berlin last September by becoming the first man to run the Marathon in less than two hours four minutes, slicing a remarkable 43 seconds off the previous best for the 26-mile race, struggled to make the three-mile trek to school as a hungry child in the drought- and poverty-ridden district of Baringo. 

But his life changed in 1977, when WFP started distributing free school lunches at his Riwo Primary School.

“Without food, it was very difficult to walk to school, let alone concentrate on our studies. WFP’s lunches made it easier for us to make the most of our education,” the 34-year-old athlete said. “A full meal was also the perfect incentive to keep us in the classroom.”

In 2002, WFP fed 15.6 million children in 64 countries. It aims to reach 32 million children by the end of 2005 and 50 million by 2007. But in the short-term the programme is plagued by funding shortages, in particular in Chad, Colombia, Haiti and Gambia. Even the Kenyan programme, which benefited Mr. Tergat, has been under constant threat, requiring a generous contribution from the Kenyan Government and the addition of limited WFP multilateral funds to secure it for 2005. 

Tergat joins former US Senator George McGovern and Cape Verdean singer Cesaria Evora as WFP Ambassadors. Other personalities who are partnering with the agency include former rugby World Cup winners David Kirk and Nick Farr-Jones, actor Sean Connery, Japanese jazz artist Keiko Matsui and Ethiopian singer Aster Aweke.

* * *

UNESCO

21 January – The head of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has condemned the brutal murder of a Bangladeshi journalist known for his bold reporting on criminal gangs, drug traffickers and Maoist insurgents.

UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura called the killing of Manik Shaha “a tragic illustration of the need to secure the rule of law in the interest of democracy.” 

Mr. Shaha, a veteran journalist and press freedom activist who was a correspondent of the daily New Age newspaper and contributor to the BBC’s Bengali-language service, is reported to have been killed on 15 January when assailants stopped his vehicle and threw a bomb at him in Khulna, in southwestern Bangladesh. He is said to have told colleagues he had received death threats that he suspected might have come from criminal gangs.

Mr. Matsuura, in a message yesterday, also welcomed a pledge by Bangladesh’s Prime Minister, Khaleda Zia, to find and punish the killers.

“I am confident that the country’s authorities will do all they can to improve the safety of journalists, whose work provides an essential contribution to democracy,” Mr. Matsuura added. “This pledge echoes the international community’s resolve to prosecute and punish crimes against journalists.”

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.  Please pardon us for the delay.

**Guest at Noon
Our guest today is Major-General Franciszek Gagor, from Poland, the outgoing force commander of the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force.  His successor, Major-General Bala Nada Sharma from Nepal, is also with us in the audience.  And Major-General Gagor will provide you with an update on UNDOF.

**Secretary-General in Germany
Turning to the Secretary-General, who, as you know, is in Germany today.  Earlier, he met with German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer in Baden Baden, and afterwards, he told the press that their talks touched upon problem areas like Iraq, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and Afghanistan, as well as German-UN relations and the Secretary-General’s high-level panel on UN change.

Asked about recent political developments in Iran, the Secretary-General expressed his hope that Iranians would find a way to resolve their differences so that they could hold “free and fair elections with participation of all the parties.”

Asked about UN efforts to find a settlement in Cyprus, he said that his settlement proposal was still on the table, and that he is waiting to hear from all parties that they are ready to resume negotiations.  He said, “We haven’t reached the stage where I would get involved yet”, but noted that he expects to meet with the Prime Minister of Turkey, Mr. Erdogan, in Davos in the next few days.

In response to questions on when he might send a UN team to Iraq, he said he was in touch with parties in Iraq and was still considering how best the UN can help.

This evening -– shortly after this briefing ends -– the Secretary-General is scheduled to receive the German Media Prize, which is based on a poll of the editors of the most important media outlets in Germany.  The jury said that the Secretary-General “stands, like no other politician, for the basic ideals of the United Nations, striving for a better-organized and peaceful world”.

In his acceptance speech, embargoed copies of which are upstairs, the Secretary-General will express his hope that the world will not allow its attention to be monopolized by Iraq in 2004, as it was in 2003.

He points to three tasks that confront us in the coming year:  to refocus the world’s attention on development, to start rebuilding our system of collective security and to rebuild trust and confidence between peoples of different faiths and cultures.

**Security Council
On the Security Council calendar, there are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

**Lebanon
On Lebanon, the Secretary-General says that the past six months have been marked by numerous incidents threatening the fragile stability of southern Lebanon, including exchanges of fire in the Shab’a farms area and air strikes and shooting incidents across the Blue Line.

In a report to the Security Council, which is out on the racks today, the Secretary-General says that, although the violent incidents that took place along the Blue Line were contained, they led to the deaths of six people in the area, and tensions were frequently high.

It remains a matter of concern, he said, that Israel persists in its provocative air violations of sovereign Lebanese territory.  And at the same time, Hezbollah’s firing of anti-aircraft rounds across the Blue Line is also a violation, and one that poses obvious mortal risks.  In his report, the Secretary-General also recommends that the Security Council renew the UNIFIL mission’s mandate by a further six months, until the end of July of this year.

**UNRWA
We have some additional details today from the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) about Israel’s demolition of buildings yesterday in the Rafah refugee camp in southern Gaza Strip, as well as in part of Rafah town, which had re-housed Palestinian refugees in the 1970s.

Israeli forces demolished 36 buildings that were home to 412 people.  A fresh incursion began this morning, and the UN Agency adds that details of that operation have yet to be confirmed.

Since the start of the current strife in late 2000, around 10,000 people in Rafah have been made homeless by the house demolitions, the Agency says.  And we have a press release upstairs with more information.

**Democratic Republic of Congo – Swing Condemns Attacks in Ituri
Today, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, the United Nations Special Representative, William Swing, strongly condemned recent attacks on UN troops in Ituri by members of the Union of Congolese Patriots militia, known as UPC.

Following several incidents in which the Ituri Brigade has been fired upon, Swing conveyed his indignation to UPC leader Thomas Lubanga, noting that the UN Mission does not accept the notion of “uncontrolled groups”.  Swing also stressed that the UN Mission was in Ituri to protect the civilian population and restore peace and that its troops would respond robustly to any attacks.  A press release is available upstairs.

**WHO/HIV/TB
The World Health Organization plans to expand collaboration between national programmes for tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS in an effort to curb the growing pandemic of TB and HIV co-infection.

The plan’s principal focus is on Africa where 70 per cent of the world’s 14 million people who are co-infected live.  The new policy guidelines define the necessary activities to address the dual epidemic and give clear guidance on how to carry out the activities.

Taken together, the two epidemics, HIV/AIDS and TB, pose a major challenge to public health, with 40 million people currently infected with HIV.  According to WHO, one third of the world’s population is also now infected with the TB bacillus.  We have more information on this upstairs.

**UNICEF
The UN Children’s Fund says reducing vitamin deficiency can improve the world economy.

A new report from UNICEF and the Micronutrient Initiative finds that lack of basic vitamins and minerals in the diet is damaging the health of one third of the world’s people and holding back the economic development of virtually every country in the southern hemisphere.

Few outside specialist circles are aware of what vitamin and mineral deficiency means for individuals and nations.  But the report, released today at the World Economic Forum in Davos, finds that a lack of key vitamins and minerals is responsible for impairing intellectual development, compromising immune systems, provoking birth defects, and consigning some 2 billion people to lives below their physical and mental potential.

**Sierra Leone
In Sierra Leone, the Registrar of the Special Court for Sierra Leone has ordered that all communications involving indicted suspect Sam Hinga Norman -– except for those with his legal representation -- be restricted for a period of 14 days, after a telephone intercept recorded late Monday.  The content of the intercepted conversation indicated his involvement in coordinating activities calculated to cause civil unrest in Sierra Leone.

**Liberia
In Liberia, the UN mission in Liberia announced the launch of a nationwide campaign to inform commanders, combatants and communities about the disarmament, demobilization, rehabilitation and reintegration programme.

The campaign was launched yesterday in Tubmanburg, headquarters town of the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy, located 50 kilometres north-west of Monrovia.  Cartoon flyers depicting the process were distributed to the combatants.

Yesterday’s event was the first in a series of field visits to inform and sensitize combatants and communities on the program, a campaign agreed by all parties as one of the necessary prerequisites to a resumption of disarmament and demobilization of combatants.

**Seed Awards to Promote Environment
A new initiative to support entrepreneurs in environment and development was launched today at the World Social Forum in Mumbai and the World Economic Forum in Davos.

The initiative, known as the Seed Awards, will reward partnerships between community groups, businesses, worker organizations or local authorities, which aim to promote development while protecting the environment.  The awards for innovative proposals will be presented every two years.  And we have more details in a press release from the UN Environment Programme.

**World Marathon Champion Becomes Ambassador against Hunger
Today in Rome, the world marathon record holder and Olympic medallist, Paul Tergat, was appointed “Ambassador against Hunger” by the World Food Programme.

Mr. Tergat is a natural advocate for the fight against hunger.  Growing up in the drought and poverty-stricken region of Baringo, in Kenya, he was one of the hundreds of children who received free school lunches from the World Food Programme.

Now aged 34, Tergat will use the high-profile platform of international athletics to raise awareness of how food aid can transform the life of a hungry child by boosting energy, school attendance and concentration on study.

**Racism
Tomorrow, starting at 10:30 a.m. in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium, several psychoanalysts will offer their perspectives on anti-Semitism, Islamaphobia and racism.  The panel discussion is part of the DPI/NGO schedule of briefings, and will be moderated by Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information Shashi Tharoor.

**Budget
Three more countries paid their regular UN budget dues today in full for this year:  Australia, with more than $22 million; Canada, more than $40 million; and New Zealand, which paid more than $3 million.  To date, 18 Member States have paid their dues in full.

**UN Web Site
And lastly, our colleagues at the UN web site report to us that last year, 2003, their site had over 2.15 billion hits, which is a sharp increase from 2002, during which the site had 1.6 billion hits.  And this places the UN web site, according to our sources, among the top 100 Internet sites worldwide.

That’s it for me.  Before we turn to General Gagor, do you have any questions?  Bill and then Lee.

Questions and Answers

Question:  You said that the Secretary-General has been in touch with Iraqi officials, I guess since Monday, a continuing dialogue.  How, and then with who?

Associate Spokesman:  As I think I told you yesterday, these contacts with both the CPA and Governing Council members continue whether in person or over the phone, and it’s an ongoing process.

Question:  But the Secretary-General, is he involved too?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have a list of his phone calls.  Whether he is doing it personally, I know his staff is engaged in those contacts.  Lee?

Question:  I received a number of calls about the film of the life of our Secretary-General last night.  Could we possibly be informed in advance when films of that nature might be shown?  This was on, I was told, channel 21, the lengthy film.

Associate Spokesman:  Sure.  Was it a rerun of the...

Question (CNN’s Richard Roth):  It was the rerun of “In the Eye of the Storm” on WLIW21.

Associate Spokesman:  Okay.

Question:  Pardon?

Associate Spokesman: It was a rerun I think, of the film that PBS did last year, “In the Eye of the Storm”.

Question:  Oh, I see.  I just received calls about it.

Associate Spokesman:  Richard?

Question:  Was there any reaction to the State of the Union address from the Secretary-General?

Associate Spokesman: No, I have no specific reaction from him.

Question: Did he watch?

Associate Spokesman: I don’t think he watched it live.  Bill?

Question:  Have the people who were involved in the meeting on Monday, sort of the first meeting to prepare for a possible UN political mission, have they met again since then, or have they just been talking on the phone?

Associate Spokesman:  No.  As I said, the meetings, whether in person or over the phone, are continuing.  I have not been given a set schedule of meetings.  But, I think we just have to see it as an ongoing process of contacts between us and the CPA and the Iraqi Governing Council.

Question:  What’s the latest on the planning of the security mission leaving for Iraq?

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have anything else on that.  Thank you very much.  General, welcome.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Schroeder" ��Agence France Presse - Schroeder says UNEP chief qualified for any office*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Germany" ��Agence France Presse - Germany willing to assume international role, says Schroeder��� HYPERLINK  \l "Support" ��Xinhua - Germany to increase support to UN agencies�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Appeal" ��Daily Nation - Schroeder's appeal over coffee� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Youngsters" ��Gulf News - Youngsters show the way ahead�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Awards" ��ENN - The Seed Awards - Supporting Entrepreneurs in Environment and Development�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Disasters" ��BusinessWorld -  Cost of '03's natural disasters rose to $60 billion worldwide�


�*  German papers carry extensive coverage of Chancellor Schroeder’s visit to Kenya and UNEP and the possibility of  Mr. Toepfer being chosen as his country’s  President 
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