[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Tuesday, 22 July 2003



Other Environment-related News

· ENS - Fighting Devastates Liberian Capital, Cholera Breaks Out 

· BBC - British beaches 'gone within 100 years' 


Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA

Other UN News

· U.N. Highlights of  21 July 2003
· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 21 July 2003
XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE

July 21, 2003, Monday 5:17 PM Eastern Time

UNEP head dismisses reports of China threat to world environment

      United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Topfer has dismissed reports of his  saying that China's ambitious economic growth plans are environmentally unachievable.

      "I have been misinterpreted," Topfer said here Monday, explaining that what he wanted to say is "much work  needed to be done for developed countries to make environmentally friendly products trendy and  mainstream." 

      Topfer made the remarks in an exclusive interview with Xinhua in Nairobi, where UNEP is headquartered.  

      There have reports recently that Topfer criticized China's economic growth plans when he made a speech in Sydney, Australia, on July 15.

      He was quoted as saying that China's ambitious economic growth plans are environmentally unachievable  because the world does not have enough resources to allow its 1.3 billion people to become Western-style consumers.

      "We need the chance for developing countries to develop themselves. We have to overcome the most toxic element in the world, that is poverty, in this process," Topfer told Xinhua in his Nairobi office.    

      "If you want to give this prospective, we should stimulate higher eco-efficient technologies, and I believe  China will continue playing a leading role for developing countries in solving this problem," he said, stressing  that China's economic growth has no threat to the world.

      Topfer said UNEP has been in good and substantive cooperation with China and he hoped both sides will  make continuing efforts to enhance the cooperation.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse

July 21, 2003 Monday 6:07 AM Eastern Time

South Aral Sea will disappear within 15 years: study

The Aral Sea is disappearing even faster than expected, according to a new study that says its southern

      part will have become a puddle just 15 years from now.

      Once the world's fourth largest inland sea, the Sea began to be catastrophically depleted by schemes in the

      1960s and 70s to dam the main rivers that feed it in order to grow cotton in arid Soviet Central Asia.

      It is now a quarter of its size of 50 years ago and has broken into two fragments, the North Aral Sea, for

      which a rescue attempt has been launched, and the South Aral Sea, which has been virtually abandoned

      because of the cost of restoring it. 

      The first hydrographic survey of the South Aral Sea since the early 1990s has shown that its depth is

      plummeting and salinity soaring, the British weekly New Scientist reported Monday on its website.

      Older Soviet-era models predicted that, at worst, the sea level would drop from 57 metres (185 feet) above

      sea level in 1965 to 34 metres (110 feet) in 2002, and would end up 1.6 times as salty as normal seawater

      in 2002.

      But research led by Peter Zavialov from the Shirshov Institute of Oceanology in Moscow has found that the South Aral is now just 30.5 (99 feet) metres above sea level and 2.4 times saltier than seawater.

      Zavialov believes the faster-than-expected evaporation and saltiness are due to a feedback mechanism.

      Lots of salt is seeping into the South Aral Sea from its eastern banks. Very salty water is dense and so it

      sinks to the bottom of the sea.

      That means the less salty layer, about 20 metres (65 feet) deep, lies at the top of the lake and is more

      exposed to summer heat and evaporation. The higher the rate of evaporation, the smaller this layer

      becomes, the researchers believe.

      Zavialov's paper is published in full in the journal Geophysical Research Letters.

      The desiccation of the Aral Sea is causing great environmental and health problems.

      The receding sea bed has exposed huge salt plains that produce dust storms and spread disease. Fishing

      has been wiped out, and agriculture is close to following it.

      The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says that every day 200,000 tonnes of salt and

      sand from the uncovered sea bed are carried by the wind and dumped on farmland within a 300-kilometer

      (187-mile) radius of the sea, destroying pastures and arable land.

      ________________________________________________________________________________________
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RBC Financial Group adopts Equator Principles
RBC Financial Group today became the first Canadian financial institution to adopt the 'Equator Principles,'a voluntary set of guidelines to manage social and environmental issues related to large-scale project financing in developing countries. These principles will be applied globally to project financings in all industry sectors, including mining, oil and gas, and forestry. 

The Equator Principles were first adopted by ABN AMRO Bank N.V., Barclays plc, Citigroup Inc., Credit Lyonnais, Credit Suisse First Boston, HypoVereinsbank, Rabobank, Royal Bank of Scotland plc, WestLB AG, and Westpac Banking Corporation and are based on certain policies and guidelines of the International Finance Corporation (IFC), the private sector lending arm of the World Bank. 

'As a leading North American financial services provider, we recognize our role in supporting and advocating sustainable business practices,'said Suzanne Labarge, vice-chairman and chief risk officer, RBC Financial Group. 'The adoption of the Equator Principles enhances our existing environmental risk management policies and commitment to sustainable development.' 

In adopting the Equator Principles, RBC undertakes to provide loans only to those projects whose sponsors can demonstrate to the satisfaction of RBC that they have addressed key social and environmental issues in accordance with our policies and processes. 

As North America's seventh largest bank by assets and tenth largest bank by market capitalization, RBC occupies almost 20 million square feet of office space, and employs over 60,000 people worldwide. Its businesses are required to adhere to environmental policies regarding everything from responsible lending, to choosing suppliers and recycling. RBC Financial Group was also the first North American company to sign the United Nations Environmental Programme's (UNEP) Statement by Financial Institutions on the Environment and Sustainable Development. For more information on RBC's Environmental Risk Management, please visit http://www.rbc.com/environment/index.html. 

The full text of the Equator Principles and FAQ about the Equator Principles can be found at www.equator-principles.com. 

About RBC Financial Group 

Royal Bank of Canada (TSX, NYSE: RY) uses the initials RBC as a prefix for its businesses and operating subsidiaries, which operate under the master brand name of RBC Financial Group. Royal Bank of Canada is Canada's largest financial institution as measured by market capitalization and assets, and is one of North America's leading diversified financial services companies. It provides personal and commercial banking, wealth management services, insurance, corporate and investment banking, and transaction processing services on a global basis. The company employs 60,000 people who serve more than 12 million personal, business and public sector clients through offices in North America and some 30 countries around the world. For more information, please visit www.rbc.com. 


CONTACT: please contact: Beja Rodeck, RBC Media
Relations, (416) 974-5506;
Archived images on this organization are available through CNW E-Pix at
http://www.newswire.ca. Images are free to members of The Canadian Press.
To request a free copy of this organization's annual report, please go to
http://www.newswire.ca and click on reports@cnw. 
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Salon.com

July 21, 2003 Monday

A green revolt against Bush

      BYLINE: By Glenn Scherer

      HIGHLIGHT:

      In an embarrassing rebuke to the White House, a group of Republican and Democratic governors is embracing  the Kyoto accords on global warming.

      BODY:

      A bipartisan group of Northeastern governors is expected to announce an historic agreement this week to

      reduce carbon dioxide emissions from power plants, a plan that would break sharply with Bush administration policy on global warming.

      The agreement for mandatory greenhouse-gas emission caps could put the states on the road to compliance

      with the Kyoto climate-change treaty, an embarrassing rebuke to the president, who made a decision in

      2001 to pull the U.S. out of negotiations on the pact. In another repudiation of Bush doctrine, the states

      say that their move away from fossil fuels and toward sustainable energy will not only benefit the

      environment but the economy as well.

      "I think what you'll see is nearly every Mid-Atlantic and New England state agreeing to join in a regional

      carbon dioxide cap and trade regime," Bradley Campbell, commissioner of New Jersey's Department of

      Environmental Protection, told Salon. Campbell said that Republican governors are expected to sign on to

      the plan despite backroom coercion by the White House. "Several of my counterparts in Republican-led

      states have reported active efforts by the Bush administration to pressure them to not participate in a

      regional program to implement greenhouse gas reductions," he said. 

      While it's not surprising that Northeast Democrats would defy Bush, it seems likely six Republican states will break ranks with the president's refusal to address climate change, certainly including New York Gov. George Pataki, and possibly Vermont Gov. James Douglas, New Hampshire Gov. Craig Benson and Connecticut Gov. John Rowland. Only Maryland, said Campbell, is so far siding with the president. "Republican Gov. Robert Ehrlich has largely aligned himself with the pollution policies of the Bush administration which has been  hostile to even acknowledging climate change as a problem," Campbell noted. "I think the jury is also out on  Pennsylvania because their economy is so coal dependent, and because Democratic Gov. Edward Rendell is  new to these issues and newly elected."

      Campbell argued that the states have been forced to act due to the White House's lack of leadership on

      climate change. National and regional climate change assessments generated by U.S. scientists during the

      Clinton administration -- but disregarded by the Bush team as too extreme -- forecast dire global warming

      consequences for the states, including financially disastrous tidal surges in coastal cities, significant

      stresses on forest, wetland and estuary ecosystems, and increased human diseases such as West Nile Virus.

      The Bush administration's response to these and other scientific warnings has been feeble at best, and

      sometimes counterproductive. The Bush-Cheney energy plan (a fossil fuel corporate-feeding frenzy) is dead  on arrival in Congress, and Bush's carbon dioxide reduction plan (corporate volunteerism at its most cynical)  is stillborn. In fact, Bush's entire environmental agenda is in disarray, with EPA chief Christie Todd Whitman  resigning after her many battles with the White House, and with Bush's "Clear Skies" air pollution initiative   seen as so corporate-friendly that it is creating defectors even among stalwart Republicans like Sen. Lamar  Alexander of Tennessee.

      Led by New York and New Jersey, the Northeast governors are looking to act on climate change by moving beyond coal and oil. And they are listening seriously to visionary alternative-energy gurus who see a

      booming wind-hydrogen economy not decades ahead, but just around the corner.

      "If we can go from making cars to making tanks and bombers in a single year, like we did in World War II,

      then we can transition to a wind-hydrogen economy in just a few years," Lester Brown, founder of the Earth Policy Institute, told Salon. "But we can only do it if we want to. That level of commitment exists elsewhere.  Germany, for example, is planning to cut carbon emissions 40 percent by 2020. The difference isn't that they have engineering know-how we don't. It is that they have leadership."

      The regional carbon dioxide emission cap and trade program agreed to in principle by the Northeast states

      would put limits on the amount of CO2 produced by power plants. Each governor's home state would be

      allowed to set its own caps, while allowing individual plant owners to trade emission credits with energy

      producers around the region. The program will likely be designed similarly to the nation's successful cap and trade program to limit sulfur dioxide air pollution. For example, one plant might emit less C02 than allowed under the cap; it could sell its surplus to a plant that exceeds its cap. That not only limits emissions, but gives both plants a financial incentive to reduce greenhouse gases.

      Pataki challenged the Northeastern states to join him in a CO2 cap and trade program in April, and asked for  a response by his fellow governors by this week. While an announcement is expected shortly, most officials declined comment.

      Campbell speculated that the regional cap and trade program might be so much like that achieved by the

      Kyoto Climate Change Treaty that it would allow U.S. power plants, and eventually other industries, to trade their greenhouse gas pollution credits internationally. "There is a long-term possibility that we may, as a

      region, or as states, be able to participate in Kyoto in spite of the Bush administration's rejection of the

      treaty," Campbell said.

      The 1997 Kyoto Protocol calls for a 5.2 percent cut in planet-wide greenhouse gas emissions below 1990

      levels, achieved by 2012. The treaty, rejected by the U.S., has been ratified by 100 nations but has yet to

      be implemented. It still requires approval by countries representing 55 percent of 1990 carbon emissions. If

      Russia ratifies this year, the treaty will go into effect. America's cuts in all greenhouse gases under Kyoto

      were to have been 7 percent, made no later than 2012.

      Beyond the technical complexities of the plan, some U.S. governors are setting significant mandatory quotas for electricity generated by alternative power -- wind, biomass, solar and hydrogen.

      The most outspoken and daring participant among the states is Pataki. The New York governor has steadily

      distanced himself from Bush on the climate change issue. "It's important to remember that Pataki led the

      way by inviting the Northeast governors to participate in the cap and trade initiative back in April, and that

      he has worked closely with the environmental community on global warming," says Ashok Gupta, director of the air and energy program for the Natural Resources Defense Council. "This allows environmentalists, almost three years into the Bush administration, to work in a state where we are still making progress, while others around the country and especially in Washington are fully on the defensive."

      Since taking the White House, the president abandoned the Kyoto Treaty, reversed a GOP campaign promise to regulate power plant CO2 emissions, ignored scientific reports on climate change, and opted for a

      toothless global warming program. In June, a long section of an EPA environmental report outlining risks from rising temperatures was censored, "whittled to a few noncommittal paragraphs" after White House arm

      twisting, according to the New York Times.

      Bush does offer limited support to sustainable energy. The administration, for example, allocated $720 million in new funding over the next five years to develop the much-hyped "Freedom Car," a hydrogen fuel cell vehicle. By comparison, federal coal and oil subsidies now run to $5 billion annually, says Taxpayers for

      Common Sense. This doesn't even take into account the $55 billion to $96 billion spent yearly by the

      Pentagon to guard fossil fuel corporate interests worldwide, as calculated by the International Center for

      Technology Assessment.

      Pataki has gone his own way. In 2001, he launched a state greenhouse gas emissions reduction taskforce. It

      made tough recommendations, which the governor is striving to meet. In an interview, state Department of

      Environmental Conservation commissioner Erin Crotty said Pataki's state energy plan sets a greenhouse gasemission reduction target of 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2010, and 10 percent by 2020.

      In this year's state-of-the-state speech, the governor announced that within 10 years, New York will get at

      least 25 percent of its electric power from renewable resources such as wind and solar. This goal, while

      ambitious, is not as challenging as it looks, since the state already generates 17 percent of its electricity

      from renewable hydropower. The governor has yet to officially commit to a specific cap on CO2 emissions

      from power plants at 25 percent below 1990 levels (a cut the taskforce said can be made with no cost to

      consumers).

      Further, Crotty said, Pataki plans to adopt the California Zero Emission Vehicle standard to cut carbon

      dioxide exhaust from cars -- if the California standard holds up in court. Pataki's backing of the so-called

      "California Car" is significant since the Bush administration has joined carmakers in suing California to block the initiative. While New York's actions might seem paltry compared with the scope of the global problem,  they could have a real impact. New York state, if it were its own nation, would boast the world's eighth largest economy, spending $38 billion on energy alone. New England, combined with New York and New Jersey, as a nation, would be the world's eighth largest greenhouse gas emitter.

      Pataki's reasons for supporting global warming action diverge 180 degrees from Bush's view: "The governor's philosophy on the environment is that you can't have a strong economy without a protected environment,and vice versa," said Crotty. New York state's economic health is "based on the health of our natural  resources. In Long Island Sound alone we have a $5 billion dollar economy based on everything from tourism to commercial and recreational fisheries, not to mention the Adirondack and Catskill forest preserves, an area twice the size of Yosemite. For us, climate change poses a serious threat to both the environment and

      the economy."

      A 2000 federal report estimated that the state's temperatures may rise an average 1.7 to 3.5 degrees

      Fahrenheit by the 2020s due to human-caused global warming, resulting in higher sea levels, coastal flooding and increased likelihood of severe weather events such as drought and hurricanes. "The Federal Emergency Management Agency modeled the number of Level 5 hurricanes hitting New York City at high tide and doing billions in damage," said Jeff Jones, communications director for Environmental Advocates of New York. What's disturbing, Jones said, is that "while FEMA used to model such an event as a hundred-year storm,   they now model it as a 20-year storm." With New York temperatures projected to rise 6 to 10 degrees

      Fahrenheit by 2080, such events could become even more frequent.

      Crotty notes another divergence from Bush's position. While the president claims that adherence to Kyoto

      CO2 cuts and a switch to alternative energy will bankrupt the nation, Pataki sees a commitment to wind,

      solar, hydrogen and biomass as a boon. "We've proven that reducing greenhouse gases can be done without

      harming the economy," she said. "In fact, we see an economic advantage to encouraging technological

      innovations here in New York."

      Pataki may have a pragmatic reason for his stance. Global warming is becoming a hot political issue in New York. For example, the governor's surprise announcement of a greenhouse gas taskforce came at the height of the last governor's race, at a black-tie dinner by the New York League of Conservation Voters. "The

      governor recognized that a League endorsement was important the previous time he ran and would be very

      important to his reelection," said Jones.

      Other governors around the nation are pursuing greenhouse gas emission cuts and making commitments to

      renewable energy. "Three to five years ago, almost no one was talking about greenhouse gases," says

      Gupta. "To have state leaders taking action sends a message that regulation at the national level is

      inevitable. It is part of the overall pressure on Congress to act."

      In New Jersey, it was another Republican, then-Gov. Christie Whitman, who took an early stand against

      climate change. In 1998, she set a state goal of cutting greenhouse gases 3.5 percent below 1990 levels by

      2005, and she added a small charge to consumer utility bills to raise $358 million for energy efficiency and

      renewable energy programs. Later, when she was Bush's EPA director, it was Whitman's tough stance on

      global warming that caused her first rift with the administration and helped pave the way for her departure

      this year.

      New Jersey, now in Democratic hands, is out front in curbing greenhouse gas pollution, putting stringent CO2 emission limits on the state's biggest utility. In June, Gov. James McGreevey pledged that 20 percent of the state's energy will come from clean power by 2020, a tall order in a state with little hydropower.

      Maine, under Democratic Gov. John Baldacci, has just committed to reducing carbon dioxide emissions to

      1990 levels by 2010, to 10 percent below 1990 levels by 2020, and by 75 to 80 percent over the long term,

      in line with a proposal by the New England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers. "At a time when the  federal government has deleted climate change information from EPA reports, Maine is not risking our future -- we're taking action," said Sue Jones of the Natural Resources Council of Maine.

      Vermont has committed to reducing the state's greenhouse gas emissions by more than 25 percent over the

      next decade. And Massachusetts was the first state to mandate CO2 cuts at power plants, targeting its six

      dirtiest fossil fuel plants.

      Outside the Northeast, the Republican stronghold of Nevada plans to get 15 percent of its energy from

      renewables by 2013, with a report by the Energy Foundation estimating that alternative energy will increase the state gross product by $665 million and create up to 5,000 jobs.

      According to WorldWatch Institute, California Gov. Gray Davis has pegged the net benefits of renewable

      energy over a five-year period at $11 billion in economic development benefits for his state due to new job

      creation and in-state investments.

      Remarkably, while he was serving as the Texas governor, George W. Bush signed a bill mandating that 3 to 4 percent of the state's electricity come from renewable resources, creating a boon for Texas wind power. By the end of 2002, 15 states had enacted legislation requiring utilities to increase their use of renewable

      energy, reports the Washington Post. Not unexpectedly, the greatest resistance to alternative energy is in

      Midwestern states with the most fossil fuel-burning power plants, and in the Southeast, where coal mining

      remains an economic force.

      In Europe, successful renewable energy initiatives and greenhouse gas caps are causing Bush's bogeyman of economic ruin to vanish in a puff of prosperous reality.

      British Prime Minister Tony Blair, seen by many in Britain as "Bush's poodle," has broken with America over global warming, comparing the climate change threat to that of terrorism. Just days before the Iraq war,

      Blair announced plans to cut U.K. greenhouse gas emissions 60 percent by 2050 -- a rate that, if achieved

      planet-wide, could probably stabilize global warming, U.N. scientists say. "There will be no genuine security if the planet is ravaged by climate change," Blair said. He hopes to get the entire European Union to back his

      plan. He has also committed to getting 20 percent of British energy from renewables by 2020, according to

      the U.K. Guardian.

      While critics call Blair's initiative under-funded, just last week the U.K. announced a program to build

      offshore wind turbines to generate 6,000 megawatts of power. Wind power is now growing in Europe by 40  percent per year, with a capacity of more than 20,000 megawatts installed -- that's three-quarters of the

      world's total wind power output, enough to serve more than 10 million European homes.

      In the U.S., wind energy is at about one-fifth of Europe's capacity, according to the WorldWatch Institute.

      Germany currently generates 12,000 megawatts annually from wind, Spain has 4,800 megawatts, while the

      U.S. falls behind at just 4,700 megawatts. Even Denmark installed more wind turbines last year than the U.S.

      Japan and Germany lead the world in solar power, producing 100 and 75 megawatts respectively, while the

      U.S. is a distant third at 32 megawatts. (India may soon catch us, since it already produces 18 megawatts).

      Japan leads the manufacture of solar cells, monopolizing 43 percent of the market, with Germany controlling 25 percent. Again America is behind, in third place at 24 percent.

      Iceland has declared plans to be the first nation to convert fully to a hydrogen economy, is retrofitting

      Reykjavik's bus fleet with fuel cell engines, and has opened hydrogen fueling stations in the capital.

      Forward-looking political action abroad and by the U.S. governors, while not as far-reaching as

      environmentalists might like, is indicative of a fundamental change in the response to global warming.

      Leaders beyond the influence of the Bush administration are fast recognizing that inaction on global warming could be catastrophically costly in dollars and human suffering; that popular opinion is shifting in support of decisive action; and that the alternative energy technologies able to abate global warming's worst impacts are ready today. Best of all, those who implement these sustainable technologies are likely to reap huge economic dividends -- in innovative corporate startups, increased jobs and improvements in quality of life.

      This bold vision for the future that is starting to capture the political and public imagination includes vast

      windfarms that generate boundless power, and hydrogen cars that hum along streets while causing no

      pollution. It includes landfills that are no longer a source of noxious smells but of biomass power. It promises millions of solar roofs, and energy self-sufficient homes that sell their power back to utility companies. It even promises transformed human landscapes where telecommuters no longer sit in traffic jams wasting gas and time; where urban sprawl is contained and cities are made livable and pedestrian-friendly.

      A whole suite of technologies, all blossoming simultaneously, explain the boom in alternative energy abroad.

      "One of the most exciting things has been advances in wind turbine design to operate at much lower wind

      speed and convert much more wind into electricity," said Lester Brown, the alternative energy expert who

      heads the Earth Policy Institute. The largest turbines now produce 250 times more electricity than the ones

      built 20 years ago, when California pioneered the industry. "We have enough harnessable wind energy in the U.S. to meet all our energy needs," Brown said. According to the U.S. Department of Energy, three windy

      states alone -- Texas, North Dakota and Kansas -- can supply all of the nation's electricity.

      Brown paints a future where Western ranchers and farmers plant a new cash crop among their cows and

      corn: wind turbines that will turn their lands into energy providers as well as food providers. Wind is

      abundant, cheap, clean, inexhaustible, environmentally benign and, because it is decentralized, free from

      terrorist threat.

      "Once we get cheap electricity from wind, then we have the option of electrolyzing water to produce

      hydrogen," said Brown. "And hydrogen is the fuel of the future."

      That future may be closer than we think. "Everyone always talks about hydrogen in relation to fuel-cell cars, but the reality is that if we wanted to move rapidly away from oil, we don't have to go that route. We could simply convert our internal combustion engines from gasoline to hydrogen, burning the hydrogen directly,"  revealed Brown. "It's fairly simple, requiring minor engine changes probably costing not more than about $200 per car. For that amount, a mechanic at a service station could convert an internal combustion engine to a

      gas engine that would run on natural gas or hydrogen. In fact, BMW now has a prototype model where,

      while driving down the road, you can switch from gasoline to hydrogen and back again. From an engineering point of view, it is entirely within range." It hasn't been attempted before because hydrogen hasn't been cheap, but an abundance of wind power would change that.

      Brown dismisses another often mentioned impediment to the wind-hydrogen transition: the lack of a

      distribution system. The infrastructure is already in place, he said. "I do all my cooking in a Washington,

      D.C., apartment with natural gas piped in from Texas. Hydrogen can be delivered the same way, using the

      same pipes."

      American entrepreneurs already know what Brown knows. "Ken Lay, when he was at Enron -- his faults aside-- was a visionary," Brown said. "What Lay saw was that the natural gas fields in Texas would one day be

      depleted, gone. But the wind that Texas has in abundance would still be there." Lay founded a profitable

      wind company at Enron with the idea that Texas wind farms would produce cheap electricity and electrolyze water to make cheap hydrogen. Using existing but modified natural gas pipelines, the hydrogen would flow to  the nation's buildings and cars. General Electric has since taken over Enron's wind company.

      Retrofitting natural gas pipelines probably won't come cheap. Because hydrogen atoms are very small,

      thousands of miles of pipeline would have to be better sealed to prevent leakage. But that cost pales

      against the $1 trillion in climate change-related disasters over the past 15 years. In 1998 alone, the hottest

      year on record, a Southern U.S. drought did $6 billion in damage; a freakish New England ice storm did $2.5 billion; Hurricane Mitch, the deadliest Atlantic storm in 200 years, caused $5 billion in destruction; while a Yangtze River flood in China did $30 billion in harm. Unless action is taken, the cost of global

      warming-caused disasters is likely to double every decade, according to a U.N. Environment Program

      Finance Initiative report.

      Brown leaps further ahead in time and in hope: "The development of hydrogen fuel cells is exciting as well

      because of their efficiency. What we will see in the cities of the future are automobiles that don't make any

      noise or emit any pollutants. We can't even imagine a city without noise and air pollution, because we've

      never known it!"

      Amory Lovins, another alternative energy guru, in an interview reported that just such a vehicle has been

      designed by his Rocky Mountain Institute: "We've developed a 99-mile-per-gallon gas-electric hybrid

      Explorer-class SUV." According to Lovins, just $200 million in investment capital could see the hypercar roll off assembly lines, saving three or four times America's annual Persian Gulf imports. Hypercars could

      eventually be converted to hydrogen fuel cell engines as the technology arrived. Lovins has not patented his design, and Ford, GM, Daimler/Chrysler and other car companies are all racing to be the first to market such a car.

      "If you look at the speed of production conversion at the start of World War II, it was just stunning. I think

      the same could be done now because a lot of the technologies are already well-developed," said Lovins. "If

      you put together a New Manhattan Project to develop the wind-hydrogen economy, all bets are off. Under

      normal conditions hypercars could control half the market in 10 years. With a crash program to get things

      into production, you could probably cut that time in half. That is ambitious, but Americans are very good at

      doing ambitious things when their attention is concentrated."

      Unfortunately, Brown believes that we may need a climate change disaster, or a series of them, on the

      psychological scale of the Pearl Harbor attack to create the needed urgency for change. "We're probably

      going to see trouble first in the food sector, the most vulnerable section of the global economy. The

      combination of falling water tables and rising temperatures may very soon bring the era of cheap food to an

      end," he warned. China is no longer producing enough grain to feed itself. Once its stores are used up,

      Brown said, that nation of 1.3 billion people is likely to come to the world's table demanding grain. But

      continued climate shocks -- intensifying bouts of drought and deluge -- may make help difficult. "We're

      really a lot closer to that moment than most of us imagine," said Brown. "That could be our wakeup call."

      When the moment comes, Brown hopes the technology and economics will fall into place so we can quickly move to stabilize climate. At that date, the pioneering work of the Northeast governors may be recognized for its innovation.

      "Twenty years from now, I hope we'll be looking at a very different mix of energy sources, with a great many more renewables on-line," said Campbell, the New Jersey environmental commissioner. The state, he

      asserted, is re-envisioning its future from the ground up, supporting a vigorous green-building program,

      planting 100,000 trees in urban areas to reduce energy needs and absorb carbon, and working toward livable cities and containing sprawl so people drive less. Ultimately, he thinks, the nation can effectively cur

      carbon dioxide emissions.

      "I don't want to underestimate what a significant challenge this is," he said. "We have to build the

      infrastructure to regulate a new pollutant. It is like the early moments when Congress passed the first

      environmental laws, setting very ambitious goals, but having little conception of the mechanics and

      technology of how to get there."

      Should we fail, the cost could be terrible. A new book, "When Life Nearly Died," by professor Michael Benton of the U.K.'s Bristol University, shows that temperature increases over the next 97 years could roughly equal that at the end of the Permian period 251 million years ago. Runaway global warming then triggered the

      worst mass extinction ever, the disappearance of 95 percent of species on the planet.

      President Bush, when he acknowledges modern climate change at all, sees it as a distant threat and

      challenge. But the problem of global warming -- endangering the world's food supply and even life itself -- is with us now. And so are the solutions.

______________________________________________________________________________________
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Fighting Devastates Liberian Capital, Cholera Breaks Out 

                      MONROVIA, Liberia, July 21, 2003 (ENS) - In Monrovia, the capital of Liberia, mortars and shells have been pounding the city for days, and the U.S. Embassy is caught in the cross-fire between the troops of embattled Liberian President Charles Taylor and the rebel forces of Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy. Cholera has broken out due to lack of clean water and sanitation facilities for thousands of displaced persons and refugees, but only one hospital is still functioning in the city. 

                      Even before the current fighting, Monrovia had no power, running water or functioning sewage system, erratic garbage collection and a precarious health structure. Now, the situation is chaotic, warns the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

                      According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) at                      United Nations Headquarters in New York, all UN compounds in Monrovia are housing displaced persons, including the OCHA compound in Monrovia, where some 800 people have sought safety. 

                      More than 100,000 people are now sheltering in some 80 places, mainly schools and churches, while several thousand remain at the Samuel K. Doe stadium. 

                      On the weekend, thousands of people crammed the streets of a neighborhood  housing diplomatic compounds seeking shelter behind their gates. The U.S. diplomatic residential compound at Greystone is already crammed with over 10,000 displaced persons from two recent rounds of fighting. 

                      Faced with the escalating violence in Monrovia, U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld approved the request of the U.S. Ambassador to Liberia John Blaney to augment the existing Marine security guards at the U.S.  Embassy. 

                      The Defense Department announced the dispatch of 41 additional military security personnel on Sunday and the anti-terrorism team arrived today. Team members evacuated the first group of Americans out of the country to Sierra Leone, although a full scale evacuation has not yet been authorized. 

                      The U.S. Embassy compound in Monrovia came under fire Sunday as shooting between government troops and rebel forces grew more intense. Mortar rounds and small arms fire posed the greatest threat to those in or around the compound, and the shelling continues today. 

                                      Press reports indicate that a three ship U.S. amphibious task force led by the USS Iwo Jima has  moved from its station off the Horn of Africa into the Mediterranean Sea. There are some 2,000 Marines assigned to the task force who could assist should an evacuation be required. 

                                      President George W. Bush said today that U.S. officials are monitoring the situation in Monrovia closely. 

                      The World Health Organization (WHO) reports an outbreak of cholera as internally displaced persons and refugees in Monrovia are living in overcrowded shelters with poor water supply and sanitation. 

                      With 350 new cases reported during the period June 30 to July 6, the total of cholera cases in Monrovia is now 1,630, including 15 deaths, according to WHO. The security situation still makes it difficult to obtain exact numbers of  cases and deaths, the global health organization says. 

                      WHO, with UNICEF, is working with the Ministry of Health to finalize plans to extend the mass chlorination activities to communities in Monrovia and its surrounding areas. In addition, WHO is distributing health education materials on cholera prevention and control to health facilities and communities. 

                      Providing humanitarian assistance is increasingly difficult under the circumstances, OCHA officials say. Food and water are running low at overcrowded displaced centers, including UN compounds. 

City residents, including some staff of the UN and nongovernmental aid agencies,  are sheltering indoors. "There is  fear of looting, armed robbery, harassment and hijacking of cars by militias in the city and a number of aid agencies have ceased movements," OCHA said today. 

                      Over the weekend, United Nations international staff assessing security conditions in order to secure the return of staff to Liberia were evacuated to Freetown, Sierra Leone. 

                      Liberian National Red Cross (LNRC) officials have promised to continue assisting the displaced and carrying out their humanitarian activities although the violence has destroyed their facilities, according to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent. 

                      "Our headquarters is in ruins with our computers and other materials carted away," said LNRC Secretary-General Daniel Clarke, who mourned the destruction of the Red Cross medical laboratory, which, he says, was one of  the best in the country. 

                      The John F. Kennedy hospital is the only major medical facility still functioning. A team of nine expatriates - two surgeons, two anaesthetists, four nurses and a medical coordinator from the International Committee of the Red Cross - is supported by local staff and over 250 Liberian Red Cross volunteers. They currently have over 200 patients in their care. 

                      Liberia, the oldest independent republic in Africa, lies on the West African coast and has a population of three million people with 16 recognized ethnicgroups. President Taylor has stated publicly that he would not exit the country until a peacekeeping force - led by the United States - is in place.

______________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

British beaches 'gone within 100 years' 

     By Helen Briggs 

     BBC News Online science reporter 

     Summers spent building sandcastles on the beach could be a distant

     memory by the end of the century. 

     Climate change is changing the face of the British coastline, eroding beaches and marshes. 

     Conservationists warn that if nothing is done, holiday beaches may be lost within 100 years along with habitat that shelters wildlife. 

     International experts are meeting in London on Wednesday to discuss ways to protect the UK's coastal assets. 

     It depends on working with nature rather than against it, say experts from  "Living with the Sea", a four-year European partnership headed by English  Nature. 

     "For many centuries we've over-engineered our coast and now in the face of  unstoppable sea level rise we have to think of all coastal management options," says Stephen Worrall of Living with the Sea. 

     "We have to work with nature and not fight nature on the coast. 

     "It means allowing the sea back into some of the undeveloped frontages such as farmland." 

     Hard engineering 

     A rise in sea levels driven by climate change has already altered the coastal landscape around the UK. 

     Resorts like Weymouth in Dorset have been robbed of sand while vast tracts of salt marsh have disappeared in counties such as Essex. 

     It appears that concrete and steel defences put up to protect land from erosion and flooding are putting beaches and other marine environments under pressure. 

     Sand dunes and marshes naturally shift inland as sea levels rise but are unable to do so if they meet a hard barrier. 

     These "hard-engineering" solutions could radically change the appearance of beaches for future generations, impoverishing coastal wildlife, says the partnership (which also includes the Environment Agency and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs). 

     Restoring habitat 

     The habitat of the two million water birds that spend the winter in the UK is at risk, says the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). 

     "There will come a time when if you don't give way to the sea you will be left with a huge problem," says spokesman Grahame Madge. 

     "You have to recreate these habitats inland if you're to protect them." 

     The RSPB says it is possible to restore inter-tidal habitat by resetting sea defences, as a pilot scheme at Freiston Shore Nature Reserve in Lincolnshire has shown. 

     A flood defence was erected inland and the sea was allowed to breach the original sea wall, allowing birds and other wildlife to thrive. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

21 July 2003
General Environmental news

Ethiopia loses environmental "warrior" 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (PANA) - Ethiopian Yifru Kogna, one of Ethiopia's best known friends of nature and innovator in the struggle against land degradation, has died at the age of 88, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) has said Yifru died on 13 July in his home village of Ketchema in Adama District, south of the capital Addis Ababa. According to the WFP, Yifru contributed greatly to the UN agency's development activities in Ketchema village. His fight against land erosion started in 1993 when he embarked on reclaiming a degraded land that was threatening his small plot of land, the WFP recalled. Thanks to Yifru's efforts, what was once bare land, is today almost a forest, with some 140,000 trees planted there. "He was such an energetic person that, seeing his results, all his neighbours started imitating him and reclaimed their degraded land as well," said Paul Turnbull, the WFP representative in Ethiopia. With his patient determination, Yifru will be remembered for creating an oasis in his village in only four years by building rows of check dams along the ravine in Ketchema and planting trees and shrubs provided by the WFP

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng004869&dte=20/07/2003
Kenya Among 10 Poorest Countries, Says UNDP

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Ten per cent of Kenya's population controls 35 per cent of the national income. According to a United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) report, Kenya ranks among the top 10 low income economies with a high concentration of income amongst its highest earners. The Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 2003 progress report for Kenya indicates that the number of Kenyans living under the poverty line is on the increase with the urban population accounting for the highest proportion. The report indicates that between 1994 and 1997 there has been a near 90 per cent increase of those living under the poverty line in urban areas. On the other hand, between 1982 and 1984, the percentage below the poverty line stagnated at about 47 per cent in rural areas. The current national estimates (2002) are 56 per cent, which is projected to increase to 65.9 per cent in 2015 if the current trend continues. The poverty line adopted in Kenya is Sh1,258 and Sh2664 per month per adult in the rural and urban areas respectively. According to the report, the gap between the two brackets is expected to narrow by 2015 but will still be wide.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307200067.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S

*
Annan calls for quick return to Iraqi rule with timetable for end of occupation 

*
Liberia poised between ‘hope and disaster’ – Annan


*
UN mission in DR of Congo investigates reports of latest clashes in two villages 

*
New WHO chief begins duties, pledging focus on countries and HIV/AIDS

*
Final negotiations for UN convention against corruption begin in Vienna

*
Annan names special adviser for world information summit

*
Polish officer appointed new commander of UN Israel-Syria ceasefire force


*
UN refugee agency resumes repatriation to Somalia’s Puntland

*
Iraq: UN condemns attack on migration organization

*
Colombia: Annan says communication from FARC-EP is ‘positive’ 

*
UN Iraq inspections body mourns death of former team member David Kelly 

* * * *

Iraq

21 July – The day when Iraqis govern themselves must come quickly, and a clear timetable for the restoration of sovereignty with specific steps for the end of United States military occupation is essential if the growing impatience in the country is to be stemmed, according to a new report by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 

The report, to be formally presented to the Security Council tomorrow, lays out a blueprint for a full spectrum of activities where the UN can assist the reconstruction of Iraq. But, it makes clear that under its current Council mandate, re-establishing law and order and administering the country are not among them, these being the sole responsibility of the US-run Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA). 

It enumerates the activities the UN will carry out in 2003 in the areas of humanitarian assistance, facilitation of national dialogue, assistance with the electoral processes and human rights, to be coordinated under a new UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), with a staff of over 300, both international and local. 

It also identifies other areas consistent with Council resolution 1483, adopted in May, where the UN could provide assistance in the future, including the constitutional process, judicial and legal reform, police training, demobilization and reintegration of former military forces, public administration, economic reconstruction and sustainable development, and technical assistance and advisory services to Iraqi ministries. 

“The challenge for the United Nations in Iraq is to find meaningful and effective ways to assist the Iraqi people in achieving their goals. Its aim is to help them participate in, and take ownership of, the definition of the policies and priorities that will shape the future of their country,” Mr. Annan says in the report, requested by resolution 1483, which mandated the appointment of a Special Representative of the Secretary-General. 

The report is an initial assessment of the UN role since the Special Representative, Sergio Vieira de Mello, took up his post at the beginning of June. He will address the Council tomorrow. 

Referring to Mr. Vieira de Mello’s wide ranging consultations with Iraqi society, the CPA and neighbouring countries, Mr. Annan reports: “He conveyed to all concerned the Security Council’s resolve that the day when Iraqis govern themselves must come quickly, and he has stressed the Security Council’s call for a government based on the rule of law that affords equal rights and justice to all Iraqi citizens without regard to ethnicity, religion or gender. 

“To this end, my Special Representative made clear the independence of his role and that the Coalition Provisional Authority, not the United Nations, was responsible for administering Iraq, for providing for the welfare of the people, and for restoring conditions of security and stability,” he adds. 

Welcoming the establishment last week of a Governing Council consisting of a wide spectrum of Iraqi personalities, Mr. Annan declares: “If some of the concerns that have been relayed to my Special Representative in these initial weeks of his mandate are to be allayed, and the growing impatience is to be stemmed, it is important that Iraqis are able to see a clear timetable leading to the full restoration of sovereignty. 

“There is a pressing need to set out a clear and specific sequence of events leading to the end of military occupation. My Special Representative stands ready to assist in the establishment of such a framework, working together with the Governing Council and the Authority,” he states. 

At UN Headquarters in New York today, Mr. Annan told reporters the Governing Council emerged out of extensive consultations with Iraqis and others and was broadly representative. “I think, given these circumstances, and the fact that you couldn’t possibly organize elections in Iraq today, it was a good method of putting together a Council and I hope the Security Council will see it that way and grant the group its support,” he said. 

In his report, Mr. Annan stresses that a common theme Mr. Vieira de Mello heard during his consultations was that “democracy should not be imposed from the outside, it had to come from within.” 

“The importance for the Iraqi people of moving quickly towards their own government cannot be overstated, not least in terms of getting the constitutional process off to a good start,” he writes. 

“My Special Representative, therefore, has strongly advocated that the Authority (CPA) devolve real executive authority to a broadly representative and self-selecting Iraqi leadership, including in policy- and decision-making, and in the preparation and execution of a budget. This advice was favourably received by the Authority.” 

Mr. Vieira de Mello also raised concerns over CPA actions in the human rights sphere, including the treatment of detainees, with US administrator L. Paul Bremer and “reminded him of the Authority’s obligations” under international law. 

Looking to “the way forward,” Mr. Annan reports: “Ultimately, the United Nations, as mandated in resolution 1483 (2003), is a resource at the disposal of the Iraqi people, whose interests are at the forefront of all our work. Iraq is rich in human resources. 

“Critical from the outset is placing qualified Iraqis in the lead in the planning and management of Iraq’s recovery. I endorse the approach taken by my Special Representative, which is based on the twin principles of inclusiveness and empowerment of the Iraqi people, and has capacity-building as its natural corollary.”

* * *

Liberia

21 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today warned that Liberia is “poised between hope and disaster” and stressed that the prompt and urgent deployment of troops is needed to salvage the situation.

“I would urge ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African States] governments and the US Government to take the decisions regarding the deployment, announce them and make preparations to move in,” Mr. Annan said this morning on entering the UN Headquarters building in New York.

The Secretary-General also appealed to the rebels “to respect the ceasefire and understand that they would be held accountable for any humanitarian disaster the fighting causes in Monrovia.”

In a statement released later Monday by a spokesman, Mr. Annan also condemned the resumption of hostilities in Monrovia and called on parties concerned, in particular the rebel Liberians United for Democracy and Reconciliation (LURD) to fully observe the ceasefire. He reiterated that any attempt to seize power by force would be unacceptable to the international community.

Mr. Annan urged all the stakeholders at the ECOWAS-led Liberian Peace Talks in Accra, Ghana, to ensure a speedy conclusion of a negotiated settlement. “He strongly believes that the Liberian crisis cannot be solved by military confrontation,” the statement stressed.

Meanwhile over the weekend, mortars and shells continued to pound Monrovia, Liberia’s capital, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Thousands of people streamed through the streets of a neighbourhood housing diplomatic compounds seeking shelter behind their gates.

The US diplomatic residential compound at Greystone was crammed with more than 10,000 displaced people who have fled recent fighting. In addition, all UN compounds in Monrovia were housing displaced persons.

OCHA said providing humanitarian assistance has become increasingly difficult under the circumstances. The last seven international staff members working for the UN in the war-torn country left this morning by a US helicopter and they are all now in Freetown, Sierra Leone.

As of last week, there were an estimated 200,000 displaced persons scattered throughout the city. Food and water are running low at overcrowded centres housing those seeking shelter. Due mainly to poor sanitation, cholera and diarrhoea cases are reported to be on the increase.

* * *

DR of Congo


21 July – The United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has sent observers to two villages near the volatile town of Bunia to investigate reports of recent fighting there.

The UN Organization Mission (MONUC) said it was informed that 80 civilians and 250 houses were burned during the recent clashes in Tchomia and Kasenya. Lendu militias, according to witnesses, carried out the attacks.

The observers left this weekend for the two villages located 50 kilometres from Bunia, the resource-rich town in the DRC’s battle-scarred Ituri district, and the site of a weeks-long deadly turf war between rival ethnic militias.

* * *

WHO

21 July – The new chief of the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO), Jong-Wook Lee, took office today with a pledge to focus the agency on achieving results in countries, helping to tackle the widespread human resources crisis in the health sector and prioritizing HIV/AIDS.

“Our work together in the coming years will be guided by three principles. We must do the right things. We must do them in the right places. And we must do them the right way,” Dr. Lee said in his inaugural address to WHO staff in Geneva.

The new WHO Director-General also stressed that the agency’s work must have the clear and explicit aim of achieving results in countries. “This idea is as old as the Organization itself. What has changed is the urgency of our commitment, and the determination to back this commitment with resources. We are putting countries where they should be – at the heart of WHO’s work,” Dr. Lee said.

The shortage of skilled health personnel, however, slows progress towards achieving such health goals, he said, pledging to work closely with countries and communities to “build the health work force using innovative methods of training, deployment and supervision of allied and community health workers.”

Dr Lee – who succeeds Gro Harlem Brundtland – said HIV/AIDS would be given a renewed emphasis as one of WHO’s priority programmes, particularly focusing on the target of providing three million people in developing countries with antiretroviral drugs by the end of 2005, the “Three by Five” goal.

“Today, as the HIV/AIDS pandemic enters its third decade, fresh political will and new technologies have created an opportunity to turn the tide of this global killer. The international community must act now,” he said. “I am, therefore, constituting an HIV/AIDS leadership team to ensure that WHO, working with local, national and international partners, will be at the forefront of this effort.”

* * *

Corruption

21 July – The final round of negotiations on a United Nations treaty aimed at fighting the proliferation of corruption began this morning in Vienna, with more than 110 Member States expected to discuss remaining areas of divergence in order to reach consensus.

“The text being finalized over the next three weeks in Vienna has been compiled from proposals submitted by 26 countries from all regions of the world. That by itself reflects the global nature of the problem,” said Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the Vienna-based UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNDOC).

The sixth session of the Ad Hoc Committee for the Negotiation of the UN Convention against Corruption, running through 8 August, will focus on areas where divergence still exists. These include the search for a definition of corruption, assets recovery and the question of whether to sanction only public, or also private, corruption.

Mr. Costa called for every effort to be made to reach consensus. “The effective fight against corruption is a condition for good governance and rule of law. These in turn are foundations of financial stability and sustainable development. Above all, the world needs an anticorruption instrument with teeth, namely able to have an impact,” he stated.

Finalizing the text would allow the new instrument to be submitted to the General Assembly at its 58th session this September and to the High-level Signing Conference scheduled to take place in Merida, Mexico, from 9 to 11 December.

* * *

Information technology

21 July – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed Nitin Desai, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, as his Special Adviser for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which aims to bridge the digital divide between rich and poor.

The WSIS is the first summit to deal with the information society, including critical issues in the use and dissemination of information and communications technology in development programmes and policies. Taking place in two phases – first in Geneva starting 10 December, then in Tunis in November 2005, it is being held under Mr. Annan’s patronage and has been welcomed by the UN General Assembly.

“The existing digital divide threatens to exacerbate the gaps between rich and poor, within and among countries,” Mr. Annan said in a statement issued by a spokesman. He called on “leaders from the developed and developing world, private sector and civil society to use the unique opportunity provided by the Summit to forge an action plan that will put technology at the service of human development.”

Mr. Desai was the Secretary-General of the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg last year.

“We are delighted Mr Desai has agreed to assist us in the successful completion of WSIS,” Yoshio Utsumi, Secretary-General of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), said. The General Assembly has invited the ITU to take the lead responsibility in organizing the WSIS, with full support from the UN family.

A WSIS intersessional meeting, underway in Paris this week, has gathered 700 delegates in preparation for the Summit. It is an important step toward a meaningful declaration of principles and action plan to bridge the digital divide and address key policy issues and objectives of the Millennium Development Goals, which aim to cut poverty and hunger around the globe in half by 2015 and improve access to education and health services.
* * *

UNDOF

21 July – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed a Polish veteran of United Nations military operations in the Middle East as the new commander of the UN Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF), which has been monitoring the ceasefire between Israel and Syria along the Golan Heights for nearly 30 years.

Major-General Franciszek Gągor of Poland, at present commander of the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM), which is being phased out, will take over from Major-General Bo Wranker on 13 August.

Gen. Gągor has served in the Polish armed forces for 34 years. He served as a senior interpreter in the Second UN Emergency Force (UNEF II) from 1976 to 1977, as Chief Operations Officer of the Polish Battalion in UNDOF in 1980 and 1985, as Deputy Chief Logistics Officer in UNDOF from 1989 to 1990, and as Deputy Sector Commander in UNIKOM in 1992 before becoming its commander in January.

He graduated from the Higher Military School of Mechanized Infantry in Warsaw in 1973 and holds a master’s degree from the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and a Ph.D. from the Polish Academy of National Defence in Warsaw.

* * *

Somalia


21 July – The United Nations refugee agency has resumed the repatriation of Somali refugees from Kenya’s Dadaab camp to Puntland in north eastern Somalia after a two-month suspension due to a lack of funds for the flights.


More than 80 Somali refugees have left Dadaab camp since Saturday when the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) restarted its return operation to Puntland, which is only accessible by air because it is not safe to travel by road in large parts of central and southern Somalia.

A total of 2,880 Somalis have signed up for voluntary return, and UNHCR is trying to encourage more to follow through on “go and see” visits to Puntland, an economically vibrant part of Somalia that many of the refugees have not seen before.

Even those whose parents or grandparents came from Puntland are not familiar with the boom that has transformed the area’s economic and physical landscape. Puntland’s economic development is being fuelled by former refugees who are bringing their education, money and business skills home after years spent in Canada, the United States or Western Europe.

To allow the refugees to make informed decisions, UNHCR on Saturday took four leaders on a three-day visit to Bossaso, Puntland’s economic centre, Garowe, the capital, and Galkayo, another booming city. They will report their impressions and experiences to the refugees in Dadaab.

“Much as we admire the communication system that exists among the Somali people from inside Somalia to every corner of the world, there is always a difference between receiving oral information and seeing it with your own eyes,” said Simone Wolken, UNHCR representative for Somalia. 

“UNHCR wants refugees to make truly informed decisions,” Ms. Wolken added. “They need to know what to expect and how to prepare while still in exile. Meeting the people in Puntland will help the refugees to make a realistic decision” about whether to accept UNHCR’s offer of help to settle in Puntland.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

21 July – The top United Nations envoy in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, has deplored a shooting attack on an International Organization for Migration (IOM) convoy, after which one of the vehicles collided with a bus, killing the driver, a national staff member, and injuring an international staff member.

IOM is an independent organization that is not a member of the UN system, but works very closely with the UN in Iraq and other UN operations around the world. There was a separate UN World Health Organization (WHO) convoy in the vicinity of the attack on the Baghdad-Hillah road, which caught up with the IOM convoy and rendered assistance to the staff involved.

“The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq condemns the shooting and extends his condolences to the family of the national staff member,” Mr. Vieira de Mello’s spokesman said in a statement.

* * *

Colombia

19 July – Secretary-General Kofi Annan “has been informed of the communication of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC-EP) and considers it to be positive,” a spokesman for the United Nations said today. 

“He has always made clear that his good offices are available to the parties,” the spokesman said in a statement released in New York. 

Reached by telephone, a UN spokesman said the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on International Assistance to Colombia, James Le Moyne, has recently been in touch with the parties in accordance with his mandate.

* * *

UNMOVIC

19 July – The United Nations body set up to monitor the elimination of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction today mourned the death of David Kelly, a key former staff member involved in the arms probe. 

Mr. Kelly “was well known for his professionalism and for the respect that his colleagues had for him,” the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) said in a statement released in New York. 

The late staff member worked extensively for UNMOVIC’s predecessor, the UN Special Commission (UNSCOM), from 1991 to 1998, including serving as Chief Inspector in Iraq on many occasions. 

In August, 1991, he led the first UNSCOM bioweapons inspection team in the country, inspecting the facility Salman Pak. 

In 1999, Mr. Kelly provided an assessment and overview of Iraq’s suspected germ warfare programme. More recently he worked a lecturer and instructor for UNMOVIC’s advanced bioweapons training courses. 

The Commission said that from November 2000 to February 2003, Mr. Kelly “helped to train many of UNMOVIC’s bioweapons inspectors.” 

UNMOVIC extended its “deepest sympathies” to members of Mr. Kelly’s family.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

           DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General:

           Good afternoon.

           **Iraq

           Sergio Vieira de Mello, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, will be arriving in New York later today.  Tomorrow, he will address the Security Council to present the Secretary-General’s report.

           In that report, which is out on the racks today, the Secretary-General writes that the United Nations should help the Iraqis participate and take ownership of the process that will help shape the future of their country.

           During consultations with a broad representation of Iraqi society, Vieira de Mello found an overwhelming demand for self-rule without democracy being imposed from the outside.  Other concerns relayed to the Special Representative include the precarious security situation.  If it’s not addressed quickly it could hamper progress in many sectors of life, the Secretary-General says.  Another concern relates to the treatment and conditions of  detention of Iraqis arrested by the Coalition for a variety of offences.

           In order to allay some of the concerns of Iraqis, it is important that Iraqis are able to see a clear timetable  leading to the full restoration of sovereignty, the Secretary-General says in his report.  “There is a pressing need to set  out a clear and specific sequence of events leading to the end of military occupation.”

           In the report, he also outlines areas in which the UN will be active in the near future.  These include

     humanitarian assistance, human rights -- notably in training police officers regarding human rights issues, electoral  assistance and other specific projects, including some involving the Iraqi media.  He also details the preparations for transfer of “oil-for-food” projects to the Authority by 21 November.

           Lastly, the Secretary-General proposes consolidating the existing UN Secretariat staff in Iraq into the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq, to be known as UNAMI, with a staff of more than 300 people.  The number of internationalpersonnel would be less than half of that total with the mission relying on a skilled Iraqi work force.

           **Iraq – Shooting Incident

           On Sunday morning in Baghdad, shots were fired from a passing car at a two-vehicle convoy belonging to the International Organization for Migration (IOM).  One of the vehicles that came under fire subsequently collided with a bus, killing the driver, who was a national staff member, and injuring an international staff member.

           There was a separate World Health Organization convoy in the vicinity, which subsequently caught up with the IOM convoy and rendered assistance to the staff involved.

           Sergio Vieira de Mello, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General condemned the shooting and extended his condolences to the family of the national staff member.

           IOM is an independent organization that is not a member of the UN system, which works very closely with the United Nations in Iraq and other UN operations around the world.

           **Iraq Meeting

           Concerning tomorrow’s open Security Council meeting on Iraq, we expect it to start at 10:00 a.m.

           The meeting will be presided by the Foreign Minister of Spain, Ana Palacio.

           In addition to members of the Security Council, the Secretary-General and his Special Representative will speak.

           We expect Mr. Vieira de Mello to then speak to you here in this room following the Council meeting.

           There is no meeting of the Security Council scheduled for today.

           **David Kelly

           Over the weekend, the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission, UNMOVIC, issued a

     statement extending its deepest sympathies to the members of Dr. David Kelly's family, following the news of his death.

           Dr. Kelly was well known for his professionalism and for the respect that his colleagues had for him, the statement said.

           **Liberia Statement

           We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning Liberia:

           “The Secretary-General condemns the resumption of hostilities in Monrovia.  He calls on the parties concerned and, in particular, the Liberians United for Democracy and Reconciliation, to fully observe the ceasefire.

           “He strongly believes that the Liberian crisis cannot be solved by military confrontation.  Such confrontation can only lead to a further deterioration of an already dire humanitarian situation.  The Secretary-General reiterates that any attempt to seize power by force would be unacceptable to the international community.

           “He reminds all those who may be responsible for gross human rights violations and violations of international humanitarian law that they will be held, individually and collectively, accountable for their actions.

           “He urges all the stakeholders at the ECOWAS-led Liberian Peace Talks in Accra to ensure a speedy

     conclusion of a negotiated settlement.

           “The Secretary-General renews his call to ECOWAS to deploy without delay the proposed vanguard force to restore calm and security.  He urges the United States to spare no effort to support this deployment and to announce its own decision on the deployment of US troops before it is too late.”

           **Liberia

           The Secretary-General, on coming into the building this morning, spoke to some of you and he said that “Liberia today is poised between hope and disaster”, and added that the situation could be salvaged if troops were to be deployed urgently.  We have copies of that press encounter upstairs.

           Early this morning, at 10:35 local time, the last seven international staff members working for the UnitedNations in Liberia left Monrovia by a US helicopter, and they are all now in Freetown, Sierra Leone.

           At the end of last week, the Secretary-General’s Representative for Liberia, Abou Moussa, left the country as the latest round of fighting in and around the capital began.  The UN resident coordinator, Marc de Bernis, has now also left the country.

           We have a press release out upstairs on the humanitarian situation in Liberia, with the Office for the

     Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs saying that the situation in Monrovia is becoming desperate.  The US diplomatic residential compound at Greystone is crammed with over 10,000 displaced persons who have fled the recent fighting,  and all UN compounds in the capital are housing displaced persons.  As of last week, there were an estimated 200,000 displaced persons scattered throughout the city.

           **Democratic Republic of Congo

           The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has sent an observer mission to the villages of  Tchomia and Kasenya, approximately 50 kilometres from Bunia, over the weekend to investigate reports of recent fighting there.

           The mission was informed that 80 civilians were killed, and 250 houses were burned during the fighting. Witnesses told the UN that the latest attack was carried out by Lendu militias.

           We have a press release with more details.  It’s in French.

           **Colombia

           Late last week, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC-EP) issued a public statement

     expressing their willingness to meet with the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Colombia, James LeMoyne.

           We issued a statement on Saturday, noting that the Secretary-General has been informed of the

     communication by the FARC-EP and considers it to be positive.  He has always made clear that his good offices are available to the parties.

           **Afghanistan

           The UN Mission in Afghanistan has accompanied a delegation of the Security Commission of Afghanistan to visit Balkhab District in Sar-i-Pul province, after reports indicated that tension between two local factions has caused instability in the area.

           The UN Mission said that, since April, several cases of factional fighting have been reported in the north and in an unofficial count at least 66 people have been killed in these incidents.  The fighting has also caused the destruction of houses, businesses, killing and theft of livestock, severely disrupting life in the villages.

           However, the UN Mission said that these skirmishes often happen in isolated areas and do not have the

     potential of expanding into larger conflicts.

           **UNDOF

           The Secretary-General has announced the appointment of Major-General Franciszek Gagor of Poland as Force Commander for the UN Disengagement Observer Force with effect from 13 August 2003.  He will succeed Major-General Bo Wranker of Sweden.

           Major-General Gagor has served in the Polish Armed Forces for 34 years.

           And we have a press release on that appointment on the racks.

           **IAEA

           Last Friday afternoon, the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA’s) Board of Governors agreed on thefirst IAEA significant budget increase in more than a decade and a half.  The increase, which is $15 million more than the $245 million 2003 regular budget, is envisioned to grow to $27 million by 2007.  The budget is subject to approval by the IAEA’s General Conference in September.

           “This represents a real vote of confidence in the IAEA and a recognition of the importance of our work”, said IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei.

           **WHO

           Dr. Jong- Health Organization, with a pledge to give new focus and priority to the global combat against HIV/AIDS.

           We have a press release on that.

           **Budget

           And finally in budget news, three more Member States have paid their UN regular budget dues in full for this year: China, paid more than $10 million; Libya, paid more than $900,000; and Nicaragua paid off the balance of its dues with a contribution of more than $2,000.

           There are now 96 Member States that have paid their dues in full for this year.

           That’s all I have for you.  Akram?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  The Iraqi people are really unhappy to see the Coalition forces to stay in the country for a long time.  Do you see the United Nations peacekeeping forces could replace them pretty soon?

           Spokesman:  I think if I take you literally that you mean UN peacekeeping forces.  I don’t think anyone

     foresees UN peacekeeping taking over security responsibilities of the Coalition.  Otherwise, whether any other multinational force that could be created or approved by the Security Council is a matter of speculation now.  I don’t think we’re at the point yet to discuss that option.  Yes, Evelyn?

           Question:  I have a number of questions.  First of all, is there a spokesman for the three Iraqis coming

     tomorrow or are they all going to speak, would you let me start at the beginning?

           Spokesman:  I think the expectation is that one person will speak; but that’s just an expectation on the part of the Secretariat.  I don’t know who, I don’t want to speculate who.  I am not aware that they have any spokesperson with them...

           Question:  I meant speaking from the Council.

           Spokesman:  ...which one of them would speak, I think that’s still being sorted out and I have nothing more togive you at this time.

           Question:  Secondly, a leading newspaper said this morning the Secretary-General asked for the Council’s endorsement of the Governing Council; the Security Council endorsement in his report which I sure as hell didn’t read and then it quotes Mr. Fawzi in Baghdad, I mean the SG said it would be nice if this group were supported but that’s  different than telling the Council to endorse it and is there a difference now between what is being said in Baghdad and; we all read this report on Friday, and we certainly didn’t see it in there?

           Spokesman:  When we saw that quote of Ahmad Fawzi we tried to get through to him but we were unable to.  He did send us a transcript of his press briefing of yesterday, which I assume was what was being quoted in the paper that you cite and what the transcript has him saying is that “the Security Council must decide if the Governing Council is the interim Iraqi administration mentioned in resolution 1483.  It is not up to the Special Representative to decide.”  So that’s what he told us he said in Baghdad yesterday and the Secretary-General coming in this morning said what...

           Question:  But that’s a long way from saying the Council should endorse it...

           Spokesman:  Yes.

           Question:  ...It would be nice if we supported these guys. A third question, if I may?  On Liberia, the

     Secretary-General says the time for, you know, outside force to go in.  It looks so bad now everybody is withdrawing people, is this a good time for somebody to go in?

           Spokesman:  I think he feels to stabilize that situation you need an outside force.  And, over the weekend, he was in regular contact with the United States, Nigeria, and Ghana trying to firm up the plans for an ECOWAS force to go in as the vanguard to be followed by US troops that he still hopes the US would commit as a follow up.  So, I think the worse it gets, the more such a force is needed.  If things weren’t so bad you could probably get away with something much less, but he is encouraged by Nigeria’s indication that they would commit two battalions.  And, you can see from the statement that I read that he is calling on the United States, not only to commit troops of its own, but to support ECOWAS in any way it can to help facilitate the deployment of that vanguard unit.  Yes?

           Question:  Okay, at what level of status do the Iraqis speak to the Council tomorrow -- as representatives of the Governing Council set up by the Coalition forces?

           Spokesman:  The Council members, of course, can invite any one they like to address them in an open

     meeting.  I don’t have the technical information to give you.  I will check with the Council secretariat afterwards and give that to you.  Yes?

           [The Spokesman later announced that the Iraqi representatives would address the Security Council under article 39 of the Council’s rules of procedure.]

           Question:  Will the second resolution also be discussed tomorrow?

           Spokesman:  I am not aware.  I can’t predict what will be discussed.  You’ll have to ask members what they  intend to discuss.

           Question:  And, a second question, do you have any information on the UN electoral team that the UN will deploy to Iraq, anything on that?

           Spokesman:  Nothing on that, you can check with my Office afterwards if they have any other details that I don’t have.  Yes?

           [The Spokesman confirmed later that a United Nations electoral assistance mission is expected to travel to Baghdad between the first and second weeks of August.]

           Question:  When will the United Nations send an observer to the election in Cambodia, this weekend?

           Spokesman:  Oh, I don’t have information on that either, but if you check with my office afterwards Ihope I will be able to give you some more.

           [The Spokesman later that the United Nations is providing electoral assistance to Cambodia through the UN Development Programme, in the areas of electoral law, access to media, capacity-building and donor coordination. 

     The UN does not provide electoral observers to Cambodia and was not requested to do so.]

           Thank you very much.

                                              * *** * ________________________________________________________________________________________
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