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Global warming sceptic says Kyoto money a waste 

22.06.2004
1.00pm 

MAINZ, Germany - One of the world's leading environmentalists and a rising star of environmental scepticism squared off on Monday in their first public debate on the merits of fighting global warming. 

Bjorn Lomborg, author of the controversial 1998 book The Skeptical Environmentalist and darling of the right wing, threw down the gauntlet to his German host, Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN environment programme and veteran environmental campaigner. 

"Global warming is something that we can do very little about at very high cost a long time from now," said Lomborg. 

He said the hundreds of billions of dollars that the UN's Kyoto pact aimed at curbing global warming would cost, would be better spent on fighting Aids, hunger or illiteracy. 

"For the cost of Kyoto in one year in 2010 we could probably give the entire developing world clean water forever," said the 39-year-old Danish statistician. 

He said implementing the accord would buy just six years of delay to climate change by the year 2100. 

"I see daily the disastrous consequences of this climate change," said Toepfer, who spent almost eight years as Germany's environment minister and spearheaded the country's "green dot" recycling system. 

"I think it is absolutely clear that if you go to Africa today and asked them what is their priority, it will not be global warming -- they are hungry. But I must take seriously my responsibilities for the world that is to come," Toepfer said. 

But Lomborg cited increased average global calorie consumption and reduced pollution in cities such as London to say "things are getting better, not worse". 

"Now we can stop panicking about global warming and get on with having the discussion of what we should best spend our money on. Those are hard choices and we need to have that discussion," Lomborg said. 

Toepfer disagreed, saying: "Things are not better in the last hundred years, they are worse." 

- REUTERS 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BUSINESS WIRE 

Bayer and United Nations Establish Global Partnership for Youth Environmental Projects
6/21/04 PITTSBURGH, Jun 21, 2004 () -- 

Bayer (NYSE:BAY) has signed an historic agreement with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to promote environmental projects for young people around the world, Bayer Corporation Chairman and CEO Attila Molnar announced today. 

Bayer is the first company to enter into a partnership with UNEP in support of youth and the environment. The agreement was reached at Bayer Group headquarters in Leverkusen, Germany, between Bayer Group Chairman Werner Wenning and UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer. It calls for Bayer to provide 1 million euros each year for three years and other non-financial assistance to UNEP. 

The agreement extends the corporation's outreach to young scientists in the United States. These programs include Bayer's Making Science Make Sense initiative for elementary school students and Bayer Foundation grants, Molnar said. 

"Bayer puts substantial investments of time and financial support into schools from the elementary level through college," Molnar said. "We know that the students of today will supply the bright jolts of discovery leading to the scientific breakthroughs of tomorrow," Molnar said. 

Bayer is also a founding member of the United Nation's Global Compact and is participating in the Compact's annual meeting this week. The Compact, founded by U.N. General Secretary Kofi Annan in 2000, works to improve the social and ecological situation in developing countries. 

"The Compact helps Bayer apply its policies and standards in developing countries. Together with our own local initiatives and other public-private cooperation programs, the Compact helps to ensure that existing standards are improved and the people in these countries benefit from globalization," Molnar said. 

In a related development, Bayer today released its new Sustainable Development Report providing details on its environmental performance and social contributions. The report analyzes data from more than 440 Bayer sites around the world. 

Further information about the UNEP agreement can be found at http://www0.un.org/News/Press/docs/2004/eco64.doc.htm and at http://www.unep.bayer.com/. Bayer's 2004 Sustainable Development Report can be found at http://www.sd2004.bayer.com/. 

Bayer Corporation, headquartered in Pittsburgh, is part of the worldwide Bayer Group, an international health care and chemicals group based in Leverkusen, Germany. Bayer employs 23,300 in North America with net North American sales of 8.8 billion euros in 2003. Bayer's four operating business areas -- HealthCare, CropScience, Polymers and Chemicals -- produce a broad range of products that help diagnose and treat diseases, purify water, preserve local landmarks, protect crops, advance automobile safety and durability and improve people's lives. 

The Bayer Group has 115,400 employees. Its stock is a component of the DAX and is listed on the New York Stock Exchange (ticker symbol: BAY). For 2003, the Group recorded sales of 28.6 billion euros. Capital expenditures totaled 1.7 billion euros, and 2.4 billion euros were invested in research and development. Bayer is a research-based, growth-oriented global enterprise that plans to concentrate on its core competencies in health care, nutrition and innovative materials. It intends to place substantial parts of its existing chemicals and polymers activities into a new company, Lanxess, to be listed on the stock exchange or spun off to Bayer shareholders by the beginning of 2005. The Bayer Group is committed to the principles of sustainable development--with economic growth, ecological integrity and social responsibility according equal priority in its corporate activities throughout the world. 

This news release contains forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer Group management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in our public reports filed with the Frankfurt Stock Exchange and with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (including our Form 20-F). The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or developments. 

SOURCE: Bayer Corporation 

Bayer Corporation Kit Newton, 412-777-5200 

Customize your Business Wire news & multimedia to match your needs. Get breaking news from companies and organizations worldwide. Logon for FREE today at www.BusinessWire.com. 

Copyright (C) 2004 Business Wire. All rights reserved.
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Stockhouse

21 June 2004

Bayer and UNEP Establish Global Partnership for Youth Environmental Projects 

The Bayer Group of Leverkusen, Germany, has become the first private-sector company to partner the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in environmental projects for young people. Under an agreement signed on June the 21st by Prof. Klaus Topfer, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and Werner Wenning, Chairman of Bayer's Management Board, Bayer will provide annual funding of around EUR 1 million and additional non-financial support to promote environmental projects for young people in collaboration with UNEP, initially for a three-year period. 

You can reach the story directly by going to http://www.newstream.com/cgi-bin/display_story.cgi?14053 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Fake Sharks Could Save Turtles from Fish Hooks


June 21, 2004 — By Alister Doyle, Environment Correspondent 

OSLO (Reuters) - Fiberglass sharks might help to scare endangered sea turtles away from long-line fish hooks as part of a drive to protect the world's migratory species, the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) said on Monday.

"Many sea turtle populations are declining precipitously," UNEP said in a booklet on how to protect the marine creatures, marking the 25th anniversary of the U.N. Convention on Migratory Species agreed in Bonn on June 23, 1979.

Turtles are among about 10,000 species, ranging from butterflies to whales, that move regularly to new breeding or feeding grounds. Human activities threaten to wipe out many of them.

In the booklet, focused on turtles and long-line fishing, UNEP recommends the use of hooks shaped like a "G" rather than the more usual "J," saying they are harder for turtles to swallow. Hooks should be at depths of at least 40 meters.

Other deterrents being researched include placing fiberglass sharks near fishing lines to frighten turtles away, and the use of acoustic signals or blue dye to make bait less attractive, it said.

In long-line fishing, hundreds or thousands of hooks are strung from lines several miles long to catch species like tuna or swordfish. But turtles are often caught accidentally.

"People tend to underestimate the vulnerability of migratory species," U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan said in a statement on the Convention's 25th anniversary.

"Yet if current trends continue, more and more of them will be driven to the edge of extinction," he said of migratory species ranging from monarch butterflies to bats, or pelicans to snow leopards. 

EXTINCTION THREAT

UNEP said leatherback and loggerhead turtles may disappear from the Pacific Ocean in the next 20 years unless major changes occur soon. Loggerhead turtles, for instance, can swim from their birthplace in Japan to feeding grounds off Mexico.

The booklet also gives advice on how to get a hook out of the throat of a snagged turtle -- first wedge a piece of wood in its beak to stop it from biting you and then use a de-hooker or bolt cutter.

If the turtle seems sluggish when caught, you can try lifting its back flippers to let any water run out of its lungs. Turtles evolved 200 million years ago and were contemporaries of the now extinct dinosaurs.

The Secretariat of the Convention on Migratory Species paints a bleak picture of the outlook.

"Migratory species face new obstacles and threats to their survival in a world subject to climate change, global population growth and the degradation of marine and terrestrial areas," it said. "The risk of extinction increases."

Annan urged more governments to sign up to the convention. Nations like Canada and Brazil are not parties to the deal, while the United States, Russia and China are among those taking part in the agreements without formally acceding to them. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Financial Times (London, England)

June 22, 2004 Tuesday

Games of crisis management PROFILE GIANNA DASKALAKI

BYLINE: By KERIN HOPE

BODY:


As president of Athoc, the Olympic Games organising body, Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki has learned a lot about crisis management over the past three months.

Scare stories in British newspapers about potentially disastrous delays in the construction of sports venues and gaps in security caught the Greeks off guard. But Mrs Daskalaki, a lawyer who used to specialise in criminal fraud cases, has gone on the offensive.

"You don't judge the Olympics beforehand," she says. "Whether or not the Games are a success is decided between the opening and closing ceremonies, and we believe they'll be very successful." 

The mood at Athoc has lifted since the reopening earlier this month of the 80,000-seat main athletics stadium - complete with a showpiece canopy designed by the Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava which is set to become an emblem of the Athens Games.

At one point, however, it looked as if the Euros 200m roof project might have to be abandoned because of delays in shipping specially manufactured steel pipes from Italy.

"It was an innovative and technologically challenging project but the installation went smoothly. In the end the roof became a symbol of Greece's capacity to deliver," Mrs Daskalaki says.

Mrs Daskalaki, a former conservative MP, led the Greek bid team that won the 2004 Olympics for Athens in 1997, defeating Rome in a close-run contest. She was called back three years later to head Athoc after three chief executives appointed by the Socialist government resigned in quick succession.

Following the success of the Sydney Games anxiety about Greece's capacity to organise the Olympics was running so high the International Olympic Committee examined the possibility of taking them away from Athens.

"We had to carry out seven years' work in just four years," says Mrs Daskalaki, who lobbied hard with the IOC to keep the Athens project on track.

She says the constraints of managing over 600 Games-related tenders according to European Union procedures contributed to the delays. Athens marks the first time that construction for an Olympics has been so tightly regulated.

While the sports venues, media facilities and the Olympic village are constructed to a high standard, tight deadlines for delivery have meant that landscaping and environmental protection are less extensive than planned. Following claims the environmental programme was cut back because of mounting concerns about venue security, Athoc has agreed with the United Nations Environment Programme to prepare a detailed environmental assessment of the Games covering all 35 sports venues.

Mrs Daskalaki is quick to defend Greece's environmental record, recalling a high-profile dispute with ecological groups over the construction of an artificial lake for the Olympic rowing and flatwater canoeing events at Schinias, a stretch of coastline north of Athens that provided a haven for migrating birds.

"Wherever sports venues were built, the environmental impact has been light, " she says. "At Schinias, we helped restore the environmental balance by creating the artificial lake - and the birds are coming back."

With the opening ceremony less than six weeks away, Mrs Daskalaki says "the fine-tuning is what remains to be done - for example issues of crowd management at stadiums and keeping the city clean during two full weeks of festivities."

Mrs Daskalaki got her start in politics as an Athens city councillor in the 1980s and has made a point of building relationships with city hall and local mayors in suburbs with Olympic venues.

But it will be a challenge to persuade Athenians to give up their cars while the Olympics are on. New suburban train and tram systems are due to start commercial operations just four weeks before the start of the Games.

Athoc's traffic management plan calls for giving priority during the Games to 200,000 members of the "Olympic family" - athletes and trainers, IOC members and VIP visitors, media representatives and volunteers.

"This is about making an information campaign work - about traffic arrangements, about using new, high-quality public transport. But it's also about getting people to identify with the Olympics and feel part of the project," she says.

A last-minute drive is underway to increase ticket sales which are lagging for sports such as baseball, hockey and badminton that are little-known in Greece.

Mrs Daskalaki is confident a budget target of Dollars 180m from ticket sales will be reached.

She adds: "We have plenty of cheap tickets left for local buyers and I believe we'll end up with a full house."

LOAD-DATE: June 21, 2004 
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BBC

Fossil fuel subsidies 'must end' 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The only way to meet international poverty targets is by a massive switch to renewable energy, such as solar power, a UK think-tank says. 
The New Economics Foundation (Nef) says the cost of climate change and oil scarcity will otherwise scupper attempts to help the world's poorest. 

It wants an end to subsidies for fossil fuel projects, and nuclear power. 

Over the next decade, it says, two billion of the poorest people should be given access to clean energy. 

In a report, The Price Of Power, Nef says: "Renewable energy is the great, barely-tapped solution to the two great challenges of the coming century - poverty and global warming." 

It says the costs of natural disasters mostly linked to global warming reached $60bn last year, with the warming triggered by the burning of fossil fuels - coal, oil and gas. 

Small scale 
The report says a single year's worth of World Bank spending on fossil fuel projects could be spent instead on small-scale solar installations in sub-Saharan Africa, providing electricity for 10 million people. 

Reshaping our energy supply holds the secret to ending poverty and preventing global warming. Small-scale renewables remain the best answer for communities and the environment 
Andrew Simms, Nef 

And a year's worth of global fossil fuel subsidies could "comfortably" pay off sub-Saharan Africa's entire international debt burden, leaving billions of dollars to spare. 

The report says these subsidies amount conservatively to about $235bn a year. It argues that they both distort the global economy and hold back the development of renewables. 

This, Nef says, is worsened by the failure to factor into the price of fossil fuels the direct costs of damage caused by the emission of carbon dioxide, one of the main greenhouse gases. 

The UK government estimates the cost at £50 to £200 pounds per tonne. 

Andrew Simms of Nef said: "Around the world control of fossil fuels is linked to corruption and violence. 

"Burning them causes climate change which in turn puts an impossible obstacle in the way of ending poverty. 

"Reshaping our energy supply holds the secret to ending poverty and preventing global warming. Small-scale renewables remain the best answer for communities and the environment." 

The report says governments should adopt several key targets for spreading the availability of renewable energy. 

They include: Implementing the target of the G8 group of industrialised countries to provide at least one billion people with renewable energy by 2010, and increasing the target of access to clean energy by the poorest people to two billion over the next decade 

Reforming international financial institutions to allow a "dramatic" increase in funding for renewable energy sources in developing countries 

Phasing out World Bank group subsidies to fossil fuel projects by 2008, and all government subsidies for fossil fuels and nuclear energy. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Scotsman.com

21 June 2004

Experts link asthma to global warming 

JOHN INNES 
GLOBAL warming could lead to more people in Britain suffering the misery of asthma, new research suggests today. 

A major study of almost 670,000 children has found a clear link between indoor humidity and asthma rates in western Europe. 

Every 10 per cent increase in indoor humidity was associated with a 2.7 per cent increase in the prevalence of asthma symptoms, the researchers found. 

House dust mites, which trigger asthma attacks, thrive in moist air, and humidity encourages mould which can irritate the airways. 

The study also found that places where average outdoor humidity dropped below 50 per cent for at least one month a year had lower rates of asthma. Warmer temperatures caused by climate change are expected to drive up humidity levels, especially in cities. 

Experts believe summers in the city will get stickier because of the "urban heat island" effect caused by asphalt and concrete trapping heat at night. 

The impact of climate change was acknowledged by the authors of the asthma study, led by Dr Stephen Weiland from the University of Ulm in Germany. 

Writing in the journal Occupational and Environmental Medicine, they said the evidence showed that climate can affect rates of asthma and eczema in children. The researchers added: "This may also have implications for the assessment of potential health effects due to climate change." 

The scientists found that temperature, altitude, humidity and latitude all influenced the prevalence of asthma and eczema. Information was collected between 1992 and 1996 from children aged six to seven, and 12 to 13, from more than 50 countries. 

The research formed part of a major worldwide investigation, called the International Study of Asthma and Allergies in Childhood (ISAAC). 

When the data was analysed, it showed the strong link between indoor humidity and asthma rates for both age groups. The trend emerged in western Europe, where the study focused on 57 centres in 12 countries. 

Increasing latitude was associated with higher rates of eczema, and higher outdoor temperatures with lower rates. 

An association has been seen before between thunderstorms and higher numbers of hospital admissions due to asthma, but little is known about the effect of long-term climatic conditions on the disease. 

Londoners can expect many more sweaty nights in years to come, as a result of rising levels of greenhouse gas in the atmosphere, New Scientist magazine reported last week. 

In the past 30 years, there have been only 20 nights when the minimum temperature in London failed to fall below 20C. Doubling carbon-dioxide levels could quadruple that figure, but adding the urban heat island effect could see it soar by a factor of six - an extra three nights a year at least. 

Richard Betts, from the Met Office’s Hadley Centre for Climate Prediction in Exeter, said: "This could have quite significant effects on human health." 

Last year’s heatwave in Europe is estimated to have caused at least 20,000 deaths. 

• Children who live in households where gas is frequently used to cook meals are more likely to suffer from respiratory illnesses than other youngsters, research claimed today. 

A study of more than 400 children under the age of six found that 26 per cent had one or more respiratory conditions, such as allergic rhinitis, asthma or bronchitis. 

The researchers suggested that frequent use of gas cooking produced higher levels of nitrous oxide and other fumes that could build up in poorly ventilated kitchens. 

The study, published in Archives of Disease in Childhood, focused on 426 children living in two housing estates in Hong Kong, one in an area of high environmental pollution. 

The research found little link between passive smoking in the home and respiratory illnesses. This might be explained by parents avoiding smoking in the presence of their children.
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ENS

U.S. Not Ready for Impending Water Crisis 

WASHINGTON, DC, June 21, 2004 (ENS) - The U.S. government is ill prepared to confront increasingly severe water shortages across the country and should make a new commitment to water research and governance, water experts warn in a new report. 

Water research is fragmented among 20 federal agencies and is poorly coordinated, according to a new study from the National Academies of Science sponsored by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). 

The report comes on the heels of an announcement by USGS scientists Friday that the parched Interior West could be the driest it has been in 500 years. 

A decade of drought has produced the lowest flow on record in the 1,400 mile long Colorado River, which provides drinking water to Phoenix and Las Vegas. 

USGS scientists said Sunday that drought continues to affect a broad area of the West, from the Central Plains into the Northern Rockies, and has now moved into the Southeast. 

[image: image5.jpg]


Stream in the Potomac River Basin (Photo courtesy USGS)
Committee Chair Henry Vaux, a resource expert with the University of California at Berkeley, warned "water crises are not confined to western states." 

Vaux cited as an example the recent conflict between Maryland and Virginia over Potomac River water rights that had to be settled by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

"Decisionmakers at all levels of government are going to have to make difficult choices in the coming decades about how to allot limited water supplies, and they need sound science to back them up," Vaux said. 

Given the competition for water among farmers, environmental advocates, recreational users, and other interests, as well as emerging challenges such as climate change and the threat of waterborne diseases, the committee concluded that an additional $70 million in federal funding should go to water research each year. 

Overall federal funding for water research has been stagnant in real terms for the past 30 years, and that the portion dedicated to research on water use and related social science topics has declined. 

The panel says additional millions of dollars should be allocated with the aim of improving the decisionmaking of institutions that control water resources and gaining a better understanding the water use challenges that lie ahead. 

The water experts called for a new entity to coordinate water research at the national level. No structure is in place now that prioritizes research for funding purposes, evaluates progress, or shifts priorities as new challenges arise. 

Probes like this one, held by soil scientist Tim Gish, monitor soil moisture. Soil-moisture data may help predict floods, drought, tornadoes, and hurricanes. (Photo by Scott Bauer courtesy USDA)
The panel said either an existing interagency body, a neutral organization authorized by Congress, or a public-private group led by the White House Office of Management and Budget could serve as the coordinating entity. 

Scientists at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) say one of the worst climatic events in the history of the United States, the Dust Bowl drought, which devastated the Great Plains in the 1930s, was brought on by changes in sea surface temperatures. 

Siegfried Schubert of NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center and his colleagues used a computer model developed with satellite data to look at the climate over the past 100 years. 

The study found cooler than normal tropical Pacific Ocean surface temperatures combined with warmer tropical Atlantic Ocean temperatures to create conditions in the atmosphere that turned America's breadbasket into a dust bowl from 1931 to 1939. 

These changes in sea surface temperatures created shifts in the large-scale weather patterns and low level winds that reduced the normal supply of moisture from the Gulf of Mexico and inhibited rainfall throughout the Great Plains. 

Water flows into Los Angeles where the city's population is estimated to grow to more than 4.8 million people and water use to increase to 800,000 acre feet per year by 2020. (Photo courtesy LADWP)
"The 1930s drought was the major climatic event in the nation's history," Schubert said. "Just beginning to understand what occurred is really critical to understanding future droughts and the links to global climate change issues we're experiencing today," he said. 

Across the Great Plains 2004 ranks as one of the top five driest years since 1893 in parts of Nebraska and since 1909 in parts of Wyoming, according to data provided by Brian Fuchs, regional climatologist at the High Plains Regional Climate Center. 

From southeastern Montana into western Nebraska, cccasionally hot weather and short-term dryness is aggravating the effects of a multi-year drought, according to the National Drought Mitigation Center. 

In parts of western Nebraska, the January-May period rivaled 2002 for the driest start to a year in more than a century. 

Meanwhile on the southern High Plains, where June 8 to 14 temperatures ranged from four to six degrees Fahrenheit above normal, short-term heat and dryness continued to take a toll on dryland summer crops. As a result, abnormal dryness and moderate drought continued to expand across the southern High Plains, the National Drought Mitigation Center said. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 22 June 2004

_____________________________________________________

UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP Announces First Major Partner for Youth and Children's Programme As Bayer AG pledges 1 Million Euros per annum

From UNEP Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
Monday, June 21, 2004 - NAIROBI/BANGKOK, 21 June 2004 - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced a 1-million Euro per annum partnership with German-based chemicals and healthcare company Bayer AG to support its global long-term strategy to involve young people in environmental issues.
http://www.enn.com/direct/display-release.asp?objid=D1D1364B000000FD47329845056266A4
UNEP announces first major partner for its youth and children's programme Bayer AG pledges one million Euros per annum

Bangkok--Jun 21--UNISBKK The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced a one million Euro per annum partnership with German-based chemicals and healthcare company Bayer AG to support its global long-term strategy to involve young people in environmental issues.
http://www.thaipr.net/prnewslocal.aspx?i=41930
UN environment agency teams up with Bayer AG to help young people 
UN News Centre, 21 June 2004 – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced a €1 million (euro) yearly partnership with German-based chemicals and healthcare company Bayer AG to support the agency’s global strategy to involve young people in environmental issues. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=11101&Cr=environment&Cr1= 

Global warming sceptic says Kyoto money a waste 
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand, 22.06.2004 - MAINZ, Germany - One of the world's leading environmentalists and a rising star of environmental scepticism squared off on Monday in their first public debate on the merits of fighting global warming. 
Bjorn Lomborg, author of the controversial 1998 book The Skeptical Environmentalist and darling of the right wing, threw down the gauntlet to his German host, Klaus Toepfer, head of the UN environment programme and veteran environmental campaigner. 
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3574032&thesection=news&thesubsection=world 


A thousand words
The Star, Malaysia, June 21, 2004 - Think that the pictures you take tell a green tale? As part of the annual World Environment Day celebrations in Barcelona, Spain, the United Nations Environment Programme is launching its fourth International Photographic Competition on the Environment. 
….The fourth UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) International Photographic Competition on the Environ-ment 2004-2005 will run from June 5 (World Environment Day) to Oct 24 and is open to all nationalities and ages. The theme for this year is: Celebrating Diversity.
http://thestar.com.my/lifestyle/story.asp?file=/2004/6/21/features/8197938&sec=features 

General Environment News

PESHAWAR: Rs27 million allocated for environment sector 

DAWN, June 20, 2004 (Bureau Report)  - PESHAWAR, June 19: The NWFP government has projected in the 2004-05 budget a total of Rs27 million to be spent on the environment sector. 
The allocation for this sector has been increased this year as the budget document shows that Rs5.3 million was set aside in 2003-04. 

http://www.dawn.com/2004/06/20/local16.htm 
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"Unharmed ecosystem is Russia is the biggest in the world and amounts to 13

million square km" ? Round table meeting of the Russian Douma Environment

Committee

St.Petersbourg, 17 June.  Russian State Douma Environment Committee

organized today a round table meeting with the agenda item: "Legal Basis

for Environment Management of Forests and Water Resources".  Mr. Gratchev,

the Chairman of the Committee, stated that the issue of environmental

protection, protection of forest and water resources is acquiring a

particular importance.  Now when the Environment Committee does not exist

any more the establishment of an efficient environment protection structure

becomes a key issue.  It is also essential to divide properly functions

between the central body and regional institutions.  The timing now is

particularly appropriate since a large administrative reform is on its way.

A special attention should be paid to legislative basis of the ongoing

reform. Participants of the round table deemed necessary to have special

parliamentary hearings on the subject that are scheduled for autumn.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE 

UAE 

Deal inked to protect coral habitats

ABU DHABI - Dolphin Energy Limited on Sunday announced a $500,000 sponsorship agreement with the World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Abu Dhabi Environmental Research & Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) for research and protection of major coral habitats in Abu Dhabi and Qatar.

Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh, CEO of Dolphin Energy, signed the agreement with Dr Georg Schwede, Conservation Director of the Europe/Middle East programme for WWF International 

This three year WWF/ERWDA project will run from 2004 through 2006, in association with Qatar's Supreme Council for the Environment and Nature Reserves (SCENR). The results will include a world-class study - 'Conservation of Coral Reef Habitats of the Arabian Gulf' - and the first comprehensive coral conservation plan for the region.

Dolphin's sponsorship will help the WWF to investigate the diversity and condition of all representative Abu Dhabi and Qatari corals, to identify and document coral species - and to qualify their abundance and status. It will also assist them in assessing the potential for recovery of degraded coral reef habitats.

Following conclusion of the research, the WWF will publish a Gulf coral atlas and identification guide, plus supporting strategy documents.

After the signing, Mr Al Sayegh said, "Dolphin is very pleased to be working so closely with ERWDA, SCENR and WWF on this initiative."

He emphasised, "In bringing Qatari gas by pipeline to the UAE in 2006, the Dolphin Gas Project is not only developing cross-border energy initiatives. Our project is also a catalyst for cross-border scientific, socio-economic and environmental cooperation studies of vital interest to both Qatar and the UAE."

Majid Al Mansoori, Secretary General of ERWDA, added, "ERWDA is delighted with this sponsorship, and looks forward to working closely with both Dolphin and WWF to achieve quality results of long-term benefit."

For WWF, Dr Schwede added, "We greatly appreciate Dolphin's support for this most important environmental study. Practical use can, and will, be made of the results as they are gathered."

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/june/theuae_june530.xml
Gulf marine environment under pressure from industrial activities

RAS AL KHAIMAH - Shaikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, Crown Prince and Deputy Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah said on Sunday Gulf marine and coastal environments had been reeling under heavy pressure due to global climatic change, massive urban economic and industrial activities.

In a keynote address to a seminar on Gulf Marine Environment organised by the Ras Al Khaimah Natural Resources Research Centre and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organisation (UNESCO), Shaikh Saud said, "These factors are posing real threats to these unique environments."

Shaikh Saud said, "Drive to catch up with advanced countries and cope with modern technology should be not at the expense of the environment."

Countries, Shaikh Saud added, should conserve the environment and its resources for the present and future generations.

Shaikh Saud said that the major concern of researchers, policy-makers and environmentalists all over the world should remain how to mitigate negative impacts of progress on the environment.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/june/theuae_june528.xml
http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=166551&Journal=6/21/2004
UAE Celebrates the International Day to Combat Desertification

http://www.alittihad.co.ae/details.asp?M=1&A=1&ArticleID=166548&Journal=6/21/2004
New plan to save turtles studied

Environmental experts have begun a study that they hope will ensure the protection of some of the UAE's rarest and most endangered species of turtle.

The project, undertaken by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda), will see the creation of a management plan for the breeds, many of which have succumbed to environmental changes and fallen to dangerously low numbers. 

Scientists say that, as a result, the study is being treated with some urgency – it will be completed and implemented before the end of the year. 

Hawksbill and green turtles are the principal target species found in UAE waters, according to the agency, and they are also the focus of a considerable conservation effort by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature and its Marine Turtle Conservation Programme.

These two species have previously found the shores of the UAE to be rich foraging ground, but coastal development and pollution means the hawksbill nest only near a handful of the UAE's sandy offshore islands.

Dr Himansu Das, a marine life expert at the agency, said his team's main goal is to develop and implement a strategy involving cooperation and coordination with neighbouring countries.

He said the Erwda always focuses on systematic studies of sea turtles. "Hence the agency has been carrying out a series of studies since 1999 in Abu Dhabi to obtain basic information on their status, habitats and distribution," he said.

The current study, according to Dr Das, is to protect the species from threats of being hit by boats and drowning after being caught underwater in fishing nets.

"Development along the coast is also a serious concern. These activities have not only resulted in the loss of nesting habitats but also caused disturbance to turtles in nesting areas, the main disturbance factors being vehicles and lights on beaches.

"The foraging habitats which include sea grass meadows and coral reefs are subject to various pressures in the UAE. Coastal activities such as dredging, land filling and offshore construction result in silting and cause a loss of grass and corals."

Implementing such strategies, he said, is vital to conserving the turtle population and their habitats, and several measures are now underway.

The plan was approved during the first Erwda board meeting of 2002. Field surveys are being conducted to demarcate and map nesting and critical foraging habitats of sea turtles in Abu Dhabi as part of the plan. A monitoring programme to ensure compliance is also being carried out while information material will shortly be sent to various target groups.

The study will assess a change in nesting habits by tagging, while also assessing the status of sea turtle habitats.

A number of recovery plans for threatened turtle populations are already in place, including the 'head start' programme in which the animals are released after careful rearing. An Erwda programme for hawksbill turtles at Jarnain Island is an attempt to enhance its population in the Arabian Gulf.

http://www.gulf-news.com/
Lebanon 
Combating desertification in the Bekaa

Agriculture Ministry, UNDP fighting main cause: poverty

BAALBEK: Quarries, dust and sand are all one can see upon arriving in Arsal, in the Bekaa. Scattered concrete houses add to the desolation.

A few kilometers away, and a little more green at first glance, Deir al-Ahmar quickly reveals its dryness beyond the vegetation of private gardens.

Celebrating World Day to Combat Desertification on Thursday, the Agriculture Ministry and its Combat Desertification Project (CDP) unit in collaboration with the United Nation Development Program (UNDP), organized a trip to both villages in the North East Bekaa to give an accurate idea about the danger of desertification as well as presenting their local project to combat this curse.

The CDP was created in April 2002 in cooperation with the Agriculture Ministry, UNDP and Dry Land Development Center - a regional UN agency. Since March 2004 they have been actively running their first agro-tourism pilot project in the Deir al-Ahmar-Yammouneh area.

According to Ali Darwish, CDP project manager, this is the area of Lebanon worst hit by desertification. With only 150 millimeters of rain per year and local inhabitants averaging an income of just $50 per month.

"In Lebanon, poverty is the main cause of desertification, while in other countries the relationship between both is opposite. The only way is to eradicate poverty with local development projects," said Darwish.

Established in cooperation with hiking organization Esprit-Nomade and the Women's association of Deir al-Ahmar, the agro-tourism project has two objectives: generating additional income for local communities and conserving the environment.

"Due to the severe poverty, many are emigrating and abandoning their lands, leaving them to dry. The lack of financial possibility and awareness leads to an over exploitation of natural resources; overgrazing, unsustainable agriculture and misuse of land in construction," said Antonio Youssef technical assistant at the CDP.

"In my youth I used to go with my family to pick cherries, pears and apricots. The mountains were filled with trees. We had a big forest that simply disappeared," said Mahmoud Flaiti, 45, from Arsal.

Each fall the area is hit by heavy rainfalls. The degradation of the vegetation cover leads to soil erosion, with surface run-off transforming into floods devastating nearby villages.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=5385
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
World must speak out against anti-Semitism, Annan tells UN seminar

*
UN should open itself further to involve civil society, high-level panel says

*
Annan stresses urgency of resolving crisis in Darfur, Sudan

*
UN says rainy season strikes crisis-plagued Darfur 

*
DR Congo has 20,000 troops in volatile east, UN mission says

*
Security Council representatives start 10-day mission to West Africa

*
UN envoy expresses concern over deteriorating security in Afghanistan

*
New UN survey shows progress in meeting global reproductive health goals

*
UN environment agency teams up with Bayer AG to help young people

*
As Olympic torch passes through UN, Annan urges observance of truce during games

* * * * 

Anti-Semitism

21 June – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today issued a strong call for vigilance against anti-Semitism as he opened a seminar at United Nations Headquarters in New York as part of a series on “Unlearning Intolerance” being hosted by the world body.

“The rise of anti-Semitism anywhere is a threat to people everywhere,” he said. “Thus, in fighting anti-Semitism we fight for the future of all humanity.”

The Secretary-General acknowledged that the UN’s own record on anti-Semitism has at times fallen short of the Organization’s ideals. “The General Assembly resolution of 1975, equating Zionism with racism, was an especially unfortunate decision. I am glad that it has since been rescinded” – in 1991.

At the same time, he called for stepped-up efforts within the UN to combat the problem. “All parts of the Secretariat should be vigilant,” he said.

He noted that the UN Commission on Human Rights has asked its Special Rapporteur on contemporary form of racism, Doudou Diène, to examine the situation of Muslim and Arab peoples in various parts of the world. “Are not Jews entitled to the same degree of concern and protection?” Mr. Annan asked.

On the wider political context, the Secretary-General drew a distinction with respect to the situation in the Middle East. “When we seek justice for the Palestinians – as we must – let us firmly disavow anyone who tries to use that cause to incite hatred against Jews, in Israel and elsewhere,” he said.

He also lauded the example of the 55-member Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), which recently adopted a declaration condemning “without reserve all manifestations of anti-Semitism and all other acts of intolerance, incitement, harassment, or violence against persons or communities based on ethic origin, or religious beliefs, wherever they occur.”

“We must make this vision a reality while we still have survivors of the holocaust among us,” Mr. Annan said, introducing one such individual, Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel.

Delivering the keynote address, Mr. Wiesel referred directly to his personal experience to illustrate the deadly nature of the problem. “We saw our parents, our friends die because of anti-Semitism,” he said.

Mr. Wiesel, a designated UN Messenger of Peace, called on the world body to fight anti-Semitism with vigour, talent, imagination and devotion. He also appealed to national leaders everywhere to fulfil the UN’s mission and use its political and moral authority to outlaw the plague of anti-Semitism.

The next seminar, set for around January 2005, will deal with the problem of Islamophobia.

* * *
Civil society

21 June – As the world’s problems grow ever-more complex, the United Nations should stop limiting its decision-making processes exclusively to governments and instead open its deliberations to greater involvement by civil society groups and the private sector, a blue-ribbon panel recommends in a new report released today.

The Chairman of the Panel of Eminent Persons on UN-Civil Society Relations, former President Fernando Henrique Cardoso of Brazil, said the growing participation and influence of non-State actors is enhancing democracy and reshaping multilateralism.

“Civil society organizations are the prime movers of some of the most innovative initiatives to deal with emerging global trends,” he said at a press briefing on the launch of the report in New York. “Given how the world has changed, constructively engaging with civil society is a necessity for the United Nations.”

The report, entitled “We the Peoples: Civil Society, the United Nations and Global Governance,” refers to the sometimes-fraught relationship between civil society groups, such as non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and governments at the UN.

While this relationship has strengthened greatly and multiplied over the years, “difficulties and tensions have arisen, particularly in the deliberative process,” the report notes.

“Governments do not always welcome sharing what has traditionally been their preserve,” it says. “At the same time, many in civil society are becoming frustrated; they can speak in the UN but question whether anyone is listening, or whether their participation has any impact on outcomes.”

The report argues for a paradigm shift in how the UN sees itself, saying the Organization should foster “multi-constituency” processes that incorporate the perspectives and abilities of citizen groups, policy advocates, businesses, local governments and parliamentarians.

“We see the dialogue and the collaboration with non-State actors not as a threat to governments but as a powerful way to reinvigorate the intergovernmental process,” Mr. Cardoso told the briefing.

The Panel, appointed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in February 2003, recommends that the General Assembly include civil society organizations more regularly in its affairs. It also calls for increased civil society dialogues with the Security Council and the appointment of a senior UN official to promote engagement with civil society.

In addition to Mr. Cardoso, Panel members are affiliated with governments, NGOs, academia and the private sector and include Bagher Asadi of Iran, Manuel Castells of Spain, Birgitta Dahl of Sweden, Peggy Dulany of the United States, André Erdös of Hungary, Asma Khader of Jordan, Juan Mayr of Colombia, Malini Mehra of India, Kumi Naidoo of South Africa, Mary Racelis of the Philippines, Prakash Ratilal of Mozambique and Aminata Traoré of Mali.

* * *

Sudan

21 June – Any peace accord in southern Sudan will be fragile unless the humanitarian crisis in the Darfur region in the country’s west is also resolved, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has said.

In a recent interview with UN Radio, Mr. Annan said the Organization is accelerating its humanitarian assistance to help more than 1 million people who have become internally displaced in Darfur since early last year, as well as at least 150,000 refugees who have fled into neighbouring Chad.

Urging UN Member States to pool their resources to help civilians affected by the civil conflict and militia attacks in Darfur, he said the international community must demand the Sudanese Government act to help stop the suffering.

“It is the responsibility of the Government to protect but if the Government can’t do it, it should be prepared to ask for the help of the international community,” he said. “And the international community must insist that these people be protected.”

The Secretary-General said he had been talking frequently with the Khartoum Government to pressure the authorities to do more, and would soon personally visit Sudan to further examine the situation in Darfur. 

Mr. Annan said it was “unfair” to criticize the UN involvement. “The tendency sometimes is to say that the UN is not doing enough, or the Secretary-General has not done enough,” he said, pointing out that “the political will to act” is needed. 

The Secretary-General also referred to his personal efforts to intervene. “It was because of my pressure that they opened up and offered visas, not only to the UN, but also to the humanitarian agencies, and [the Sudanese authorities] have indicated that they will allow supplies and equipment to come in unimpeded.”

Mr. Annan added: “We should avoid the situations where we allow Member States to hide behind their Secretary-General [and] use him as an alibi for their own inaction.”

The Sudanese Government and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) are close to reaching a full peace agreement that would end the 21-year civil war in southern Sudan. A UN mission is being prepared to begin work once the deal is signed.

But the Secretary-General warned: “You cannot have a comprehensive peace in Sudan without dealing with the situation in the west.”

Since early last year two rebel groups in Darfur – the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) – have been fighting the Sudanese Government.

Janjaweed militias, bands of Arab fighters armed and recruited by Khartoum, have also been targeting black Africans, ransacking villages and murdering and raping civilians, according to a recent UN human rights report.

UN Radio’s exclusive interview will be broadcast Thursday as part of the launch of The UN and Africa, a new weekly 15-minute radio programme dedicated to all issues relevant to the continent, including HIV/AIDS, peacekeeping and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).

* * *
Sudan: humanitarian

21 June – One of the world’s worst humanitarian situations – the strife-torn Darfur region of western Sudan – could deteriorate further now that the area’s rainy season has begun, hampering the delivery of life-sustaining aid and fostering a breeding ground for infectious diseases, a United Nations spokesman said today.

Diarrhoea, measles, meningitis and malaria are among the illnesses that could spread rapidly in Darfur, where more than a million people are estimated to have become internally displaced (IDPs) since conflict broke out early last year between the Sudanese Government and two rebel groups. At least 150,000 others have become refugees in neighbouring Chad.

Briefing reporters in New York, spokesman Fred Eckhard said the rain will make many of Darfur’s roads impassable. And the relief effort continues to be hampered by restrictions placed by the Sudanese Government on the delivery of aid and other services.

Many of the refugees and IDPs said they fled their homes after their villages were attacked by Janjaweed militias, loose bands of Arab fighters who are recruited and armed by the Khartoum Government. A UN human rights report issued last month found that the Janjaweed had committed numerous human rights abuses, including murders and rapes.

While access to Darfur has improved, Mr. Eckhard said, some restrictions continue, including Sudanese customs’ slow clearance of vehicles and humanitarian goods and troubles in registering non-government organizations (NGOs) so they can work in the area.

Clashes between one of the rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA), and the Janjaweed near the town of El Fasher have also hindered humanitarian aid deliveries.

* * *

DR of Congo

21 June – With mutineer-led insurgent fighters still present in the eastern region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the transitional government has built up its own force of 20,000 troops in the area, the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for the Great Lakes country said today.

The insurgency, led by dissident Gen. Laurent Nkunda and Col. Jules Mutebutsi, is the most serious crisis ever experienced by the Kinshasa Government and it has been intensified by the rhetoric emerging from both the DRC and neighbouring Rwanda, mission chief William Lacy Swing said.

At UN Headquarters, Secretary-General Kofi Annan told UN Radio, “If we are not able to stabilize and the Congo were to revert back into violence, or anarchy, the whole region will pay a price. And this is why we are focusing so much attention on this issue. 

Early next month at the third African Union (AU) Summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, all the leaders concerned would have an opportunity to discuss the issues, he said.

Meanwhile, leaders from Africa, Europe and the United States were making efforts to defuse tensions and set up joint verification across the DRC-Rwandan border, a UN spokesman said at the daily briefing in New York. 

Rwanda closed its side of the border on 6 June as refugees poured out of the eastern town, Bukavu, starting in late May.

Presidents Joachim Chissano of Mozambique and Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria went to the DRC’s capital, Kinshasa, for talks last weekend, while South African President Thabo Mbeki issued a statement earlier today expressing concern over developments.

Radio Okapi, the radio station of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), said Mr. Mbeki was worried by the possibility that a war might break out between DRC and Rwanda.

South Africa brokered a peace deal, signed on 30 July 2002, between DRC President Joseph Kabila and Rwandan President Paul Kagame, committing them to dismantling the Rwandan rebel Interahamwe forces in eastern DRC and removing Rwandan national troops from DRC territory.

* * *

West Africa

21 June – Representatives of nearly all members of the United Nations Security Council have started a 10-day fact-finding mission, led by British Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry, to seven West African countries, the UN spokesman said today.

The mission was scheduled to meet in Accra, Ghana, with the country’s President, John Kufuor, who is one of the region’s peace negotiators, and with Executive Director Mohammed Ibn Chambas of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS).

They were to stay overnight in the city before travelling to Abidjan, in neighbouring Côte d’Ivoire, where the UN has a peacekeeping mission (ONUCI). Ambassador Jones Parry has said the Council would carry a message that all parties in the country must live up to their responsibilities under the Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement and maintain the reconciliation process.

He told journalists last week that one of the mission’s goals was to observe the UN peacekeeping operations in Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia and Sierra Leone. The other countries on the itinerary are Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau and Nigeria.

Taking part in the mission are representatives from China, France, the United Kingdom, the United States, Angola, Chile, Germany, Pakistan, Spain, Algeria, Benin, Brazil, the Philippines and Romania.

* * *

Afghanistan

21 June – Voicing concern over the volatile security situation in Afghanistan, the top United Nations envoy to the country today urged NATO to consider the importance of stability there, especially in the run-up to planned elections later this year.

Speaking to reporters in the capital Kabul, Jean Arnault, head of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), cited a series of violent and sometimes deadly attacks in the past three weeks as evidence that the situation “has become more volatile.” 

Last night, three rocket-propelled grenades were fired at an electoral office close to Kabul. On Friday there was a similar attack in Kandahar in the country’s south. On 9 June, near Kunduz in the north, 11 Chinese construction workers and their local guard were killed after an ambush on their living compound.

“We are now facing direct attacks with fairly heavy weapons against the office of the electoral process,” he said. “This is clearly an attempt at undermining the process and again it stresses how important it is for the international community to do more in order to assist this process.”

National presidential and parliamentary elections are scheduled to be held in September. Voter registration is currently taking place across the country.

As the countries of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization prepare to gather in the coming days in Istanbul, where they are slated to take a decision on further troop deployment in Afghanistan, Mr. Arnault urged the alliance to consider the country’s pressing security concerns during the electoral process.

He also reminded NATO of the need to continue helping former fighters in Afghanistan to rejoin society.

On the positive side, Mr. Arnault said that the quickening pace of voter registration in recent weeks indicates that Afghans strongly desire political participation, despite the threats from extremists.

Over 4.1 million Afghans – about a third of them women – have now registered, with daily figures topping 101,000 twice last week. Afghan authorities estimate there are 9.5 million potential eligible voters.

Mr. Arnault said the fast pace “confirms that an electoral process is something that is meaningful to the overwhelming majority of the people.”

* * *

UNFPA

21 June – The world has moved closer to reaching key reproductive health targets – including cutting rates of maternal mortality – but financial resources for this effort still do not keep up with demands, according to a survey released today by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

More and more countries are committed to safe motherhood, family planning policies are well-established around the world and the use of modern contraceptives is on the rise, according to the Global Survey, which tracks progress since the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), held in Cairo in 1994. It was compiled based on responses from 169 countries.

“The Global Survey shows that countries have taken full ownership of the ICPD programme and a significant amount of progress has been achieved during the past last decade,” said UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Obaid. “The challenge during the next 10 years is to build on this progress and ensure that investments reach the poorest segments of the population, especially women and young people.”

According to the survey, more than 90 per cent of countries have integrated family planning and safe motherhood into their primary health care systems. A similar percentage had taken measures to address adolescent reproductive health, including integrating reproductive health education into school curricula. Many of the survey respondents have also established national AIDS commissions and programmes to deal with the impact of the pandemic.

The lack of financial resources is cited as the greatest threat to progress, with more than 80 per cent of countries reporting that available resources did not meet needs. In addition, the survey shows that current financial commitments by donor countries to poorer States are inadequate to make the Cairo vision a reality.

* * *

UNEP

21 June – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced a €1 million (euro) yearly partnership with German-based chemicals and healthcare company Bayer AG to support the agency’s global strategy to involve young people in environmental issues.

The initiative is called “Tunza” – a Kiswahili word meaning to treat with care or affection – and aims to engage young people in UNEP’s work, increasing their participation in sustainable development issues.

Set to unfold over a six-year period, activities and events will include the annual Tunza international conferences for children and youth as well as related publications.

UNEP and Bayer have worked together on projects in the Asia and Pacific region for nearly a decade, organizing competitions for World Environment Day and providing opportunities for young people to participate in environmental study tours and international learning forums, such as last year’s Eco-Innovate 03, in Sydney, Australia, at the University of New South Wales.

Hailing the latest collaboration, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, “This partnership will help young people take the stage in environmental awareness raising and decision-making.”

Mr. Toepfer and Bayer’s Chairman of the Board of Management, Werner Wenning, signed the three-year agreement today at the company’s headquarters in Leverkusen, Germany.

Bayer is also a founding member of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Global Compact, which encourages companies and other stakeholders to work with the UN to achieve human rights, labour and environmental goals.

* * *

Olympic Games

19 June – Accepting the Olympic torch in New York today as part of its relay around the world, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged all warring factions to lay down their arms during the upcoming Games in Athens.

According to ancient Greek tradition, countries observe an “Olympic Truce” while athletes are competing in the global competition. The UN General Assembly has revived this tradition by calling for an end to bloodshed now as well.

“The Truce should be understood as more than a symbol,” Mr. Annan told those at the ceremony. “While limited in duration and scope, it can offer a point of consensus, a pause to open a dialogue, a chance to provide relief to a suffering population. In short, it can offer a window of hope.”

He voiced hope that during the 2004 Olympics, the “serenity of the Olympic flame [will] silence the sound of warfare.”

As part of the event, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) arranged to have two young people whose lives have been deeply affected by conflict carry the torch in and out of the UN complex. On the agenda to participate in New York were Toni Jones, who fled political conflict in Liberia and later went on to lend her voice to the fight to free child soldiers based on the atrocities she had seen, and Daniel Mejia, whose uncle was the victim of a political assassination in Colombia.

Since leaving Greece 12 weeks ago, the torch has travelled through Asia, the Middle East, Africa and Latin America.

In Brazil, human rights activist Nubia Olivera, who campaigns against child labour, participated in the relay as part of UNICEF’s initiative.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon, 

**Guest
The guest at today’s briefing will be the head of the Panel of Eminent Persons on United Nations-Civil Society Relations, former Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso.  President Cardoso is meeting with the Secretary-General right now, and should be here in a few minutes; and he will be joined by at least one other Panel member that we know of, Kumi Naidoo of South Africa.

President Cardoso presented the Panel’s report this morning, and copies of it are out on the racks today.  In transmitting the report to the General Assembly, the Secretary-General wrote that it is very thoughtful, and said he was particularly pleased that the Panel has proposed a number of concrete measures to increase the participation of civil society representatives from developing countries.  He added that he was delighted that many of the proposals build on the solid progress made at the UN in interacting with civil society in recent years.

**Anti-Semitism
Anti-Semitism is a good place to start in the fight against intolerance, because, throughout history, it has been a unique manifestation of hatred, intolerance and persecution, the Secretary-General told a seminar on anti-Semitism that opened here this morning.  “In fighting anti-Semitism”, he said, “we fight for the future of all humanity”.

He acknowledged that the UN record on anti-Semitism has at times fallen short of its ideals, calling the 1975 General Assembly resolution that equated Zionism with racism “an especially unfortunate decision”.  He said that he was glad that the resolution has since been rescinded.

The Secretary-General added, “When we seek justice for the Palestinians, as we must, let us firmly disavow anyone who tries to use that cause to incite hatred against Jews, in Israel or elsewhere”.

He also urged the UN human-rights system to explore ways to combat anti-Semitism more effectively in the future.  

And we have copies of his speech in my office.

**SG on Africa
The Secretary-General, in an interview with UN Radio that aired today, said that the situation in Darfur, in western Sudan, is “extremely worrying”.  He warned that, unless we deal with the situation in Darfur, any peace in Sudan “is going to be a fragile peace”.

The Secretary-General said in the interview that he has talked to the Sudanese Government and other governments to deal with the Darfur crisis, and added that he intends to go to Sudan himself shortly.  But he warned that “we should avoid the situations where we allow States to hide behind the Secretary-General, use him as an alibi for their own inaction”.

In the interview, he also discussed the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, AIDS in Africa and the continent’s economic development.

**Sudan
The rainy season, meanwhile has started in Darfur.  

Agencies project that in a matter of weeks, the rains will leave some roads impassable and will transform crowded and unsanitary displacement sites into breeding grounds for communicable diseases such as diarrhoea, measles, meningitis, and malaria.   

In addition to the onset of the rainy season, Government-imposed restrictions continue to hamper deliveries of life-saving services.  Although some steps have been taken to facilitate access in recent weeks, some restrictions still remain, including clearance of vehicles and humanitarian goods from customs and the registration of new non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

The security situation continues to hinder aid deliveries.  An increased number of clashes between the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Janjaweed militia have also been reported near El Fasher.

**DRC - Update
The situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo continues to be highly unstable.  Following the continuing presence of insurgent troops in the east of the country under mutineers General Jules Nkunda and Colonel Jules Mutebutsi, there are reports of a build-up of some 20,000 government troops in the area.  According to the Secretary-General’s Special Representative William Swing, this is the most serious crisis experienced by the DRC’s Transitional Government so far, and it is intensified by the rhetoric emerging from both the DRC and Rwanda. 

A number of high-level diplomatic efforts by African, European and U.S. leaders are underway to defuse the tension and set up a joint verification mechanism along the DRC-Rwanda border.  President Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique was in Kinshasa over the weekend, as was Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, and South African President Thabo Mbeki warned that the build-up of troops could lead to war.  A delegation of the Southern African Development Community is expected later this week.  

In an interview with UN Radio, which is being aired today, the Secretary-General expressed his concern about developments in the DRC.  He said, “If we are not able to stabilize the situation and the Congo were to revert back into violence or anarchy the whole region will pay a price”.  

He added that this is why the UN is focusing so much attention on the DRC and noted that he hoped it would be discussed with all the leaders concerned at the African Union Summit in early July.

**Security Council Mission
Representatives of 14 Security Council Member States are on their way to Accra, Ghana, the first stop on a seven-nation mission to West Africa.

The mission, led by British Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry, is scheduled to visit Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau and Nigeria from 20 to 29 June. 

While in Accra, the delegation is expected to meet with the Executive Director of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Mohammed Ibn Chambas, and President John Kufuor of Ghana.

After overnighting in Accra, the mission is expected to travel to Abidjan in Côte d’Ivoire, where Ambassador Jones Parry has said the Council would convey a fairly tough message on the need for all parties to live up to their responsibilities and to keep the national reconciliation process on track.

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council as a whole scheduled for today.

**Afghanistan
On Afghanistan, Jean Arnault, the head of the UN Mission in Afghanistan, today told reporters in Kabul that events over the past three weeks have demonstrated that security in Afghanistan isn’t improving and that volatility there has increased.

He said that the time is now for the international community to assist the Afghan people on security matters, and issued a strong invitation to NATO Member States to take into account the importance of security in promoting a democratic agenda in the country.

We have transcripts of his press conference from today, as well as yesterday’s briefing notes from Kabul upstairs.

**Torch
As you know, this past Saturday the Olympic Torch made its way to the United Nations carried by two young runners chosen by UNICEF.

In remarks to some 300 spectators who had gathered for the ceremony, the Secretary-General said the Olympic Movement and the United Nations share a number of ideals, such as equality, understanding, tolerance and hope. 

Attending the ceremony were New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, the Greek Minister of Culture and the head of the Athens Game Olympic Committee.

The full text of the Secretary-General’s remarks is available upstairs.

**Refugee Day
Also yesterday was World Refugee Day, and the Secretary-General marked the occasion by saying that the overwhelming majority of the 17 million people living under the UN Refugee Agency’s protection desperately want to return to their homes.  He noted that last year alone, 1.1 million refugees returned home.

We have copies of his message upstairs.

**Population
A new global survey by the UN Population Fund shows that reproductive health and rights are becoming an integral part of the national agendas in an increasing number of countries, and more policy makers are committed to safe motherhood. 

According to the survey, more than 90 per cent of countries have integrated family planning and safe motherhood into their primary health care systems.  A similar percentage has taken measures to address adolescent reproductive health, including integrating reproductive health education into school curricula.  We have a press release with more information on that upstairs.

**UNEP-Bayer Partnership
The United Nations Environment Programme has entered a one million euro yearly partnership with German-based chemicals and health-care company Bayer AG to support the agency’s global strategy to involve young people in environmental issues. 

The initiative is called “Tunza” -- a Kiswahili word meaning to treat with care or affection -- and aims to engage young people in UNEP’s work, increasing their participation in sustainable development issues.  And there is a press release on that.

**Press Conference Tomorrow
Press Conference tomorrow:  Mr. John Ruggie, the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on the Global Compact, will brief you here at 11 a.m. on the Global Compact Summit, which will be held at UN Headquarters on Thursday of this week.

**Press Conference Today
And a press conference this afternoon, Mrs. Delia Domingo Albert, the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines, will be here at 1 p.m. to brief you on the Security Council open debate on the role of civil society in post-conflict peace building.  The Council debate on this issue will take place tomorrow.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes, Edie?
**Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, does the Secretary-General, has he done anything about appealing or been in contact with anyone about appealing for the life of this South African [she meant Korean] businessman who is being held hostage in Saudi Arabia, and does he have any comment on it?

Spokesman:  I’d have to see... I didn’t get his phone record this morning.  So, I’d have to check whether he has taken any initiatives on that.  I honestly don’t know.  I’ll try to find out and get back to you after the briefing.

Question:   Okay.  And has he done anything about the hostage taking?

Spokesman:  Well, he is obviously concerned at this recent trend of hostage taking, including in Iraq.  It doesn’t bode well for the peaceful transition that we’re trying to support in Iraq.  And of course, any such instances in surrounding countries are equally destabilizing for the region.  So, I’ll see if I can give you anything more specific after the briefing.  Tony?

Question:   A kind of follow-up actually, on behalf of a South Korean colleague who couldn’t make it.  He wanted to know if the SG has done anything on the South Korean hostage who has been kidnapped in Iraq and is there any contact with the South Korean Government or any of their missions?

Spokesman:  Again, I don’t know about what contacts he’s had.  He’s aware of these incidents.  He condemns, of course, all acts of hostage taking.  They can have no justification.  They only undermine the restoration of peace and security in Iraq and he strongly appeals for the immediate and safe release of Mr. Kim Sun-Il.  Yes, Mr. Abbadi?

Question:   Fred, there were reports that the mission in the DRC was using force against the rebels and siding with the government.  Could you clarify that?

Spokesman:  I’d have to check the precise reports that we received from the mission on that.  I can’t give you anything off the top of my head. [The Spokesman later noted that there had been an incident on Sunday, in which a military patrol from the UN Mission in the DRC had come under fire from rebel forces in Kamanyola, near the eastern town of Bukavu.  A UN helicopter had been called in and warning shots had been fired at the rebel forces, which had then dispersed.  No casualties were reported.  This action was fully authorized within MONUC s mandate under Chapter VII of the UN Charter, to take the necessary action to protect UN personnel, facilities, installations and equipment, and to ensure the security and freedom of movement of its personnel.]

Question:   Does the Secretary-General agree with all the recommendations that the Panel of Eminent Persons recommended?

Spokesman:  I haven't heard him attach any reservations to them.  He very warmly welcomed the report, as I already mentioned to you.  So, I think that’s a wholehearted endorsement.  Richard?

Question:   Can you elaborate on the SG’s comments.  You mentioned that he told UN Radio that the Member States should not hide behind the 
Secretary-General on this Sudan issue?

Spokesman:  I don’t think that needs much elaboration.  We do have the transcript that UN Radio provided us, and you can pick it up in my office if you’d like to see what else he said in that interview.  Yes?

Question:   Regarding the Korean hostage, would it be too dangerous or has the UN considered trying to play a role as negotiator in this ongoing tragedy?

Spokesman:  We have not, to my knowledge, attempted to negotiate in this case, nor have we been asked to.  Yes, Richard?

Question:   Is the SG going to try to negotiate something between Chad and Sudan regarding the refugees?  What’s the purpose of the trip in that area, besides seeing first-hand, the camps?

Spokesman:  Well, the situation in Darfur in western Sudan potentially could undermine the entire peace process in the Sudan.  The Secretary-General has declined to attach a label to what might be going on there.  But the reports are serious enough that he would like to see first-hand as much as he can, and to speak to the two Governments involved.  The access issue for our humanitarian workers who are trying to deal with the refugees and the displaced, still prevents us from doing our work the way we’d like to do it.  I think these are basic issues he’d like to raise with both Governments.  Yes?

Question:   Just to follow up.  Al-Jazeera has been the exclusive news agency that, when these hostages are taken, seems to get first credit.  Could not, through Al-Jazeera here in New York, could there not become a way to let the UN try to be diffuser of these fatal end results?  There seems to be no way to put some sort of negotiations (inaudible), it’s either like off with the head or pull out of the country.  And that’s obviously not a possibility in any country’s viewpoint to be held hostage.  Can the UN not serve that role with Al-Jazeera here in New York?

Spokesman:  I am sure he is aware of his options, and I...(interrupted)

Question:   Who is “he”?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General is aware his options and he will take that under advisement.  Yes, Richard.

Question:   After the Secretary-General left this morning’s anti-Semitism panel there was a rather blistering criticism of the Secretary-General and the UN by Anne Bayefsky, human rights activist and professor.  I wondered if you had any response.  Shashi, who moderated, did not really respond, but she said the SG had really not spoken out enough against anti-Semitism and allowed the house, the UN to be full of discrimination, whether it’s on Jordan and other issues.  I wonder if there was a response to her attacks.

Spokesman:  I think today’s event is such a response.  The information department is launching a series of discussions, like the one that’s taking place today, on intolerance.  And I think the fight against intolerance has been at the top of this Secretary-General’s agenda for seven and half years, and his record shows that.

Question:   I know there have been other anti-Semitism panels or groups; this one seems to be more, very specific on Israel or Judaism.  I wondered how this one was assembled or is there another one coming up?  Do you know?  Different panel, different group?

Spokesman:  There are at least two other events planned as part of this series.  I think the second one is going to be on Islam-phobia.  And I am not sure what the third one is, but the idea is to sensitize people to the sources of intolerance and to attack that problem at the source.  Yes?

Question:   Can you confirm the latest report from Beijing?  It’s about UN envoy, Mr. Strong.  He met Kim Jong-il and [inaudible] to UN agree to provide some energy and economic assistance?

Spokesman:  I’d have to check with our people here.  We don’t always get detailed reports in advance of Mr. Strong’s activities.  So, let me call the relevant office and see what they can tell us about what he might be up to.  Yes, David?

Question:   Fred, just to follow up on that, Mr. Strong was in the region last month.  Do you have any details of his mission when he went there and what sort of table-setting that might have included on the upcoming talks six-party talks?

Spokesman:  Well, you know one of his objectives is to facilitate those talks and a peaceful diplomatic solution to the issue of North Korea’s nuclear programme.  But again, I’d have to check to see what more specific details I can get for you.  Yes, Ma’am?

Question:   I wanted to know about the deadline for the South Korean citizen being held captive in Iraq.  Didn’t somebody what try to contact the (inaudible)Secretary’s office to see if something could be done at this late hour, even thought it’s very close to the deadline?  And of course, Korea is expected to send in more troops into Iraq.  Can’t anything be done to save this man’s life?

Spokesman:  I am sure if the Secretary-General could make a difference he would try.  And as I have already told you, I have not been given any specific information about our involvement to date.  I’ll ask after the briefing to see if there is anything more I can give you. [The Spokesman later added that the UN had not been contacted about negotiating for the hostages’ release.]

Very well, shall we go to President Cardoso?




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News








� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��New Zealand Herald - Global warming sceptic says Kyoto money a waste*�


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Bayer" ��BUSINESS WIRE - Bayer and United Nations Establish Global Partnership for Youth Environmental Projects�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Projects" ��Stockhouse - Bayer and UNEP Establish Global Partnership for Youth Environmental Projects� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sharks" ��Reuters - Fake Sharks Could Save Turtles from Fish Hooks�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Crisismanagement" ��Financial Times (London, England) - Games of crisis management�








* Also reported by Reuters and ABC News
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