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The East African Standard: Research Finds Kenyan Vehicles Worst Polluters

 By Waweru Mugo
22 March 2005 
  
Vehicles plying Kenyan roads could be the worst environment polluters in the developing world, preliminary research findings indicate. 

An ongoing study on environmental pollution owing to the use of leaded petrol in 11 cities across the world highly indicted Nairobi in particular and the country in general for the menace. 

Consequently, people are daily exposed to a myriad ailments and death as cars using leaded petrol have higher emissions of dangerous substances because of the lead component in the fuel. 

Already, the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) has kicked off a campaign in Africa to stop the use of leaded petrol. 

Yesterday, University of California, Riverside's Prof James Lents, the leading researcher said his team had established that catalysers for all the vehicles tested in the country and which consumed lead petrol were dead. 

"It is high time the Government acted to stop the use of leaded petrol otherwise a lot of people will get killed by the (associated) pollution," Lents said. 

He further advised motorists to shift to the environmentally cleaner unleaded petrol saying the cost of both fuels is roughly the same. 

"The most polluting vehicles are in Nairobi, they are the dirtiest. This is due to the use of leaded petrol," Lents told journalists at the Unep headquarters. 

Lents is the chairman and director at Edward J Blakely Center for Sustainable Sub-urban Development at his university. Unep's Elisabeth Waechter accompanied him. 

So far he said, similar study has been carried out in Bogota in Columbia, Lima in Peru, Sao Paolo (Brazil), Mexico, Santiago (Chile), Almaty (Kazakhstan), Beijing and Shanghai in China, Punning in India and Nairobi. 

Leaded fuel upon combustion emits poisonous carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxide as well as toxic hydrocarbons. They are also a threat to the ozone layer that they deplete. 

Inhalation of lead affects mental development in children by reducing their IQ (Intelligence Quotient) and as with the by-products of leaded fuel, burning causes respiratory diseases like lung cancer. 

Lead attacks and destroys a vehicle's catalyser rendering it useless. 

Whereas unleaded petrol was invented to facilitate catalytic converters made of platinum or cadmium to bring down other pollutants, it also reduces lead pollution in our environment. 

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Nation: Exposed: The death lurking in leaded fuel 

Story by JEFF OTIENO 
22 March 2005 

Unless leaded fuel is phased out, respiratory diseases could become major killers in Kenyan cities, health experts warned yesterday. 

Research conducted by top environmental scientists connected to the United Nations Environment Programme found that vehicles in Nairobi top the list of polluters, making the city one of the most heavily contaminated in the world. 

"Unless something is done about the use of leaded fuel, respiratory diseases will increase in the big cities in the near future," said Prof James Lent of the University of California. 

The project was conducted in Europe, North and South America and Africa. 

Lead, together with sulphates and nitrates in exhaust fumes, are hazardous to human health. 

Scientists say some of the particles emitted are less than one micron in diameter and can easily get past the body's defence mechanism that keeps dust out of the lungs. 

Lead is more lethal to children if taken in large quantities as it reduces their IQ. 

Fumes from vehicles are measured in grammes a kilometre using specialised equipment which records the amount of pollution emitted from exhaust pipes. 

The preliminary results, according to Prof Lent, found that a car in the US produces only one gramme of carbon monoxide for every kilometre driven, while those in Kenya will produce 38 grammes.  

"The fumes are high because lead destroys the catalytic convertor fitted in vehicles, as a result producing dangerous fumes in high quantities," said Prof Lent, who is also chairman and director of the Edward Blakely Centre for Sustainable sub-Urban Development. 

The convertors act as a pollution guard, getting rid of about 90 per cent of the pollutants.  

Most of the 32 vehicles tested at Unep's petrol station at Gigiri, Nairobi, were found to have damaged convertors.  

Unep has launched a campaign to phase out leaded fuel in Africa by encouraging motorists to use unleaded fuel.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Philippine Daily Inquirer: Groups revive campaign vs pesticides 


21 March 2005

DAVAO CITY-The food poisoning that killed 27 children in Bohol has given environmentalists a new reason to fight for a total pesticide ban in the country and to call for the abolition of the Fertilizer and Pesticide Authority (FPA). 

Mindanao-based coalitions of environment groups dared Congress to act on the charter that created the FPA, and abolish it because of its failure to ensure people's safety from pesticides entering the country.

"What can kill insects can also kill humans," said Dr. Romy Quijano, a University of the Philippines toxicologist actively campaigning for a pesticide ban in Mindanao.

Common ingredient
Quijano's statement came after the health department concluded that the 27 children who died in Bohol early this month had eaten food laced with chemical compound carbamate, a common ingredient of agricultural and household pesticides.

"If FPA cannot do its job of ensuring people's safety from pesticides, there is no reason why it continues to exist," according to Dr. Rex Linao, co-convenor of the environment group Panaghoy sa Kinaiyahan-Coalition for Mother Earth.

Linao had proposed that the FPA be dissolved and the savings the government will get as a result be used to compensate victims of pesticide poisoning in the country each year. 

Fatal recess
Twenty-seven schoolchildren died and scores of others were hospitalized from a rural village in the central island of Bohol on March 9 after eating caramelized cassava during recess, a disaster that the health department blamed on careless food preparation.

Quijano has repeatedly warned people against the hazardous effects of pesticides. He said nobody is safe from pesticides, which until now are still being used by big banana plantations in Mindanao.

"They're like bombs, designed to kill," said Linao. 

Earlier, Quijano said over 30 chemical pesticides, already banned in Europe and the United States, where they originated, are still being used by banana plantations in the Philippines.

Linao said only a few doctors in the country are trained to diagnose pesticide poisoning and most of the cases happening in big banana plantations in Mindanao go unreported.

Each year, over 220,000 people die of pesticide poisoning, mostly in poor countries, where over 25 million are poisoned by banned pesticides, according to the World Health Organization and the United Nations for Environment Protection (UNEP).

Earlier, National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) Director Reynaldo Wycoco confirmed that pesticide, not cyanide naturally found in cassava, killed the children.

____________________________________________________________________________


RIA Novosti: Indonesia Wants to Draw on Russia's Experience in Environmental Protection 

JAKARTA, March 21 (RIA Novosti correspondent Mikhail Tsyganov) - Indonesia wants to learn from Russia in terms of environmental protection, Environment Minister Rachmat Witoelar said in an interview with RIA Novosti on Monday.

"Small states' experience in this field is hardly suitable for our country that stretches for thousands of kilometres - it is simply inapplicable on our expanses," he stressed.

"For this reason, the achievements of the Russian Federation and the PRC that have experience that is really useful to Indonesia are particularly interesting to us," the minister believes. 

He believes it is his prime task now to remedy the situation that existed up-till now, when in resolving the dilemma "economic development or the environment" preference was invariably given to the former. In his view, this means that most stringent control over observance of the existing legislation on protection of the environment is needed.

Witoelar has been elected president of the Global Ministerial Environment Forum under the U.N. Environment Program which came as a kind of recognition of Indonesia's successes in environment protection. This body that consists of ministers of 133 countries of the world decides the question of how to save our land, he says. 

A propos, at the meeting of the forum I also met with Russia's representatives and thanked them for the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, the agency's interlocutor says.

It came into force only thanks to this decision of the Russian Federation's because the U.S. had refused to join this agreement, he stressed.

The question of a possible rise of the sea level over the emission of gases that add to "the hothouse effect" which the Protocol is designed to fight against, is far from being an idle question for the world's largest archipelago but is directly related to its very existence.

I know that Russia has good legislation on environmental protection, Witoelar said. I remember very well that when I was the Ambassador to Moscow I knew that I might not cut a tree even in the yard of my Embassy, he added.

It is not a trifle but evidence of the broad understanding in Russia of the importance of protecting environment for preserving life on our planet, the agency's interlocutor believes. In Indonesia, too, he strives to begin with what may seem to be trifles but to bring it to the minds of all the citizens of the country populated by 240 million people.

_____________________________________________________________________________
The Herald (Rock Hill, S.C.): Mercury rules inadequate

21 March 2005
A new rule issued by the Environmental Protection Agency regarding mercury emissions puts the interests of the energy industry ahead of the welfare of women and infants.  

EPA officials hailed the mercury rule announced last week as the best way to reduce dangerous power plant emissions, the largest unregulated source of mercury in the nation. In fact, however, the new rule is a virtual abandonment of goals set by the agency in 2000 to aggressively curb power plant mercury pollution by 2008.   

The federal government and 45 states have issued warnings about fish consumption, particularly to women of childbearing age. Mercury that falls into the nation's lakes, rivers and streams has made many domestic fish unfit to eat because of their high mercury content.  

Coal-fired power plants are the largest source of mercury emissions in the United States, producing 48 to 50 tons of mercury a year, which is released into the atmosphere. In 2000, the EPA determined that mercury emissions were a threat to public health and the environment, and decided to require strict controls by 2008. EPA officials estimated that by requiring companies to use the best technology available to reduce mercury emissions, they could achieve a 90 percent reduction within three years, from current levels nearing 50 tons to only 5 tons a year.  

But instead of enacting strict controls, the EPA, at the urging of the White House, has acceded to industry interests. The agency has set national caps of 38 tons of mercury emissions from power plants by 2010, and 15 tons beginning in 2018. A goal of reducing emissions by 70 percent would not be reached until well after 2018, EPA officials said.  

The new rule, in fact, does not directly address mercury reduction. Instead, it assumes that scrubbers required to remove nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide also will help reduce mercury emissions.  

Worse, the rule has a loophole that will allow some power plants to continue to emit excessive amounts of mercury for decades. The rule gives companies the option of buying "credits" from companies that reduce mercury emissions rather than actually reducing emissions themselves. That means some plants won't reduce emissions at all.

Mercury is a deadly toxin. It can damage the developing nervous system of infants, especially in newborns exposed to mercury in the womb. But mercury also has been linked to neurological problems in adults and might contribute to cardiovascular disease.  

The Bush administration argues that mercury is a global problem and that most mercury-containing fish consumed in the United States is processed in other nations. But why, then, did the administration recently squelch international efforts to reduce mercury emissions worldwide at the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) in Nairobi?

Besides, the fact that mercury emissions are a problem in other countries is no excuse for allowing U.S. companies to continue to spew mercury pollution into the atmosphere for the next two decades. A policy that protects power plants at the expense of women and newborns has its priorities backwards.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Knoxville News Sentinel: Water scarcity, contamination could become wave of the future
By Joan Lowy
20 March 2005
As the planet prepares to mark the 13th annual World Water Day on Tuesday, water scarcity and contamination are becoming both an increasing economic threat to industry and a growing business opportunity, experts said. 

More than 1 billion people worldwide don't have safe, reliable drinking water and 2.6 billion don't have access to adequate sanitation services. Between 2 million and 5 million people die each year from water-related diseases. 

China, with a population of 1.3 billion, is facing severe water shortages as well as widespread water pollution. Seventy-seven percent of effluent is currently untreated, 70 percent of the Chinese population has no access to safe drinking water, and 400 of 600 cities face water shortages, according to a report released Monday by Helmut Kaiser Consultancy, an international environmental and technology consulting firm in Tuebingen, Germany. Contamination and lack of supply capacity are the leading factors for water shortage. 

China's market for water and wastewater treatment will increase to $22.7 billion in 2005 from $18.7 billion in 2004 and is expected to reach $33.2 billion by 2010, the firm said. 

French and British water companies have been moving aggressively to take advantage of the Chinese water-services market, while Swiss-based Nestle "is establishing its leading position in the highly competitive but also highly lucrative bottled water market in China," the consulting firm said. 

A few global water companies have been rapidly taking over the operation of water delivery or sanitation services as communities in the United States and elsewhere search for ways to cut costs and meet increased demand. The result has been a backlash in some communities by consumer and labor groups. 

"Water privatization has caused deterioration in services, higher prices for the poor, more corruption, environmental problems and more," Public Services International, a multi-national trade union, said in a statement Monday. "The list of problems is long and the consequences of privatization can be disastrous for communities and governments." 

But some industries are also suffering from water-related problems that have resulted in plant closures, supply-chain disruptions and public opposition to local business activity. 

Coca-Cola, for example, was forced to close a bottling plant in India last year and was under pressure to close another because of protests from villagers and farmers who said the plants were depleting groundwater. 

A recent study by the nonpartisan Pacific Institute in Oakland, Calif., warned that businesses around the world, from beverage companies to microchip manufacturers, are failing to prepare for the serious risks posed by growing competition for fresh water, the threat of water contamination and rising water-related costs. 

In a separate report, the United Nations' Environment Program and the Stockholm International Water Institute said, "The potential risks associated with water scarcity have become an emerging risk of strategic importance to businesses and their financial backers around the world." 

Aid from industrial countries for water development has been cut almost in half since the 1980s, said Charles Riemenschneider, North American director of the United Nations' Food and Agriculture Organization. 

There are signs, however, that Congress is taking a greater interest in global water problems, said Peter Gleick of the Pacific Institute. 

Bipartisan legislation sponsored by Senate Republican leader Bill Frist of Tennessee and Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid of Nevada would direct the secretary of state to come up with the program to assist international efforts to address problems, Gleick said. 

However, senators cut the $250 million a year that was to be authorized for the program in early drafts of the legislation, Gleick said. 

"At worst it's a feel-good effort, but at best it really is a push to the U.S. government to pay more attention to these problems." 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Gulf Daily News: Bahrain joins fight against pollution
By Dalal Alawi
 22 March 2005

BAHRAIN is joining a global fight to protect the food chain from chemical pollution. It is playing host to a United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) meeting to raise awareness in the region.

The three-day regional consultation guidelines to implementing the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), opened yesterday at the Regency InterContinental Hotel.

The event is being organised in partnership with the Unep's Chemical Unit in Geneva, the Stockholm Convention Secretariat and the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

The workshop, which will continue until tomorrow, is being held in preparation for the first global conference on the convention, which will be held in Uruguay in May.

Unep representatives from neighbouring Arab countries are attending the workshop, which is being conducted by the programme's international experts.

POPs are chemical substances that persist in the environment, bio accumulate through the food chain and pose a risk of adverse effects to human health and the environment.

They are reportedly a particular threat to pregnant women and children. 

Unep Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA) acting regional director Dr Habib El Habr said this consultation was an important occasion for countries of this region.

"It provides the opportunity to further develop an understanding of the best available techniques and best environmental practices for the management of POP's under the Stockholm Convention," he explained.

"It will also allow the region's countries to identify and elaborate specific needs that they have with respect to these guidelines."

Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife environment and wildlife director general Dr Ismail Al Madani said the event was part of the efforts to spread awareness in relation to reducing the amount of POPs.

"This workshop is being held to emphasise the importance of boosting and building capabilities and to remind countries about its national commitments to the convention," he explained.

"It will have a concrete effect on confronting the future in a collective and joint-co-operative way."

Dr Al Madani said Bahrain was striving to fulfil its international commitments to all environmental agreements by taking the initiative on measures that will help in decreasing the amount of air pollution. 

"We have established a state-of-the-art central unit for the treatment of medical sewage and have also established a burial site for dangerous industrial waste," he pointed out.

"One of the goals of the Stockholm agreement is to work together to build a future free of POPs.

"We could make this dream come true by co-operating with each other and exchanging information on the latest technology available to protect the environment."

Unep chemicals deputy John Whitelaw said the pollutants under discussion were unintentionally produced and were generally the by-products of combustion or thermal processes.

"Participants will discuss the way this guidance is developed, whether it is adequate for this region and the way it should be further developed in the future," he said.

"Every country has a problem with waste management, which is one of the biggest sources of POPs.

"They are toxic and have a particular impact on women, especially pregnant ones and children, but are controllable if we find the measures to deal with it."

___________________________________________________________________________

Mediaterre:  Le rôle des structures régionales dans la promotion du développement durable

L’Université des Nations Unies (UNU) et l’Institut des Nations Unies pour la formation et la recherche (UNITAR) organisent, les 21 et 22 mars, au Siège des Nations Unies à New York, un atelier intitulé « Gouvernance environnementale: le rôle des structures régionales dans la promotion du développement durable ». Les travaux se dérouleront dans la salle de conférence 6.

Le tsunami dévastateur de l’océan Indien a mis en évidence la dimension sociale des catastrophes naturelles et le rôle de la coopération internationale et régionale pour faire face à de tels défis environnementaux. L’atelier permettra d’analyser le rôle des structures régionales pour promouvoir la gouvernance environnementale et le développement durable. À partir d’exemples choisis en Afrique, en Asie, en Europe et dans le Pacifique, il s’attachera aux synergies entre les actions aux niveaux national, régional et international. Il passera également en revue les mécanismes régionaux et mondiaux de réduction des risques et les moyens de renforcer la gouvernance environnementale au niveau régional.



L’atelier réunira les intervenants suivants: Mary Sancy, Programme sur le droit de l’environnement, UNITAR; Uli Piest, Directeur de projet, UNU; Carl Bruch, Programme des Nations Unies pour l’environnement (PNUE); Ana-Cristina Costea, Études comparées sur l’intégration régionale, UNU; Jessica Green, Institut d’études avancées, UNU; Bhujangarao Dharmaji, World Conservation Union (IUCN).

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Environment News
New York Times: A New Automaker Mantra: Emissions? What Emissions?
By Danny Hakim 


	


DETROIT, March 21 - Several automakers, among them Toyota, Ford Motor and BMW, are financing an advertising campaign aimed at politicians that asserts that automobiles are "virtually emission-free."

The campaign is part of an effort by a broad coalition of automakers to present their vehicles as environmentally benign at a time when the coalition is suing California to block a new regulation to curb global warming emissions and is continuing to lobby in Washington against tougher fuel economy regulations. 

A print version of the ad has appeared in Congressional journals like Roll Call, Congress Daily and Congressional Quarterly, as well as the industry trade publication Automotive News, according to the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers, the lobbying group behind the campaign. A radio version of the ad has run on WTOP, a station in Washington. 

The ads have ignited a countercampaign by the Union of Concerned Scientists, an environmental group that says its efforts have generated 20,000 complaints asking the Federal Trade Commission to investigate whether the industry is making misleading claims.

While regulations have indeed forced automakers to act against emissions of smog-forming pollutants, the advertisements essentially ignore greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide as an automotive emission. Smog-forming emissions also remain a public health issue, according to environmental and consumer groups, as the number of vehicles on the road continues to increase with the population.

"Our advertising-practices division and our enforcement division are both aware of the ad and the campaign by U.C.S.," said Mitch Katz, a spokesman for the trade commission. "We are evaluating the complaints we've received right now, but we don't have anything to say at this point."

He declined to say how many complaints the commission received.

The auto alliance includes most major automakers: Toyota, General Motors, Ford, DaimlerChrysler, Mazda, BMW, Mitsubishi, Porsche and Volkswagen.

The advertisements appear to be a turnabout from previous public statements by automakers regarding concerns about vehicle emissions. 

In a speech last August, Toyota's president, Fujio Cho, said that levels of both smog-forming emissions and greenhouse gas emissions remained significant enough that reducing them was a business imperative.

"If automakers don't reduce smog-forming emissions, greenhouse gases and the need for petroleum, I believe we won't be in business," he said.

The print version of the alliance ad shows a picture of a toddler sitting in a car seat eating a Popsicle.

"Your car may never be spotless but it's 99 percent cleaner than you think," the ad says. "Autos manufactured today are virtually emission-free. And that's a dramatic improvement over models from just thirty years ago."

Gloria Bergquist, a spokeswoman for the alliance, said the ad's use of the term "virtually emission-free" should be understood to refer only to emissions classified as pollutants by the Environmental Protection Agency.

Whether greenhouse gases are considered pollutants is a politically charged issue. While the Clinton administration determined that carbon dioxide is a pollutant, the Bush administration reversed the decision. Several states and environment groups are suing to force the E.P.A. to regulate carbon dioxide emissions as pollutants. 

But David Friedman, research director for the clean vehicles program at the Union of Concerned Scientists, said the advertisement itself made no such distinction - it simply called vehicles "virtually emission-free."

"It reminds you of the cigarette makers," he said. "They're trying to hide the harmful emissions coming from their vehicles."

Though some cars on the road today are considered to emit roughly 99 percent fewer smog-forming particles than cars did in the pre-regulatory 1960's, Ms. Bergquist said in an interview that the statement could not be broadly applied to all new cars and trucks until new regulations of such emissions take effect by the end of the decade.

Automotive emissions of greenhouse gases, however, have been rising for two reasons: the number of vehicles is increasing, and average fuel economy has declined since the late 1980's because of surging sales of sport utility vehicles and big pickup trucks. According to the E.P.A., carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gas emissions from cars and light-duty trucks have risen about 20 percent since 1990, to 1.1 billion metric tons in 2003.

Many scientists have raised potentially serious health concerns related to global warming, though there are dissenters. Most major automakers, however, have said in other forums that they do take the issue of global warming emissions quite seriously. In DaimlerChrysler's 2004 environmental report, for instance, the chief executive, Jürgen Schrempp, said in an opening statement that reducing "CO2 emissions is the central topic as we strive for sustainable mobility."

But Dennis Fitzgibbons, a spokesman for Daimler in Washington, said last Thursday that the alliance's advertisement referred to emissions "that have health-based effects that are defined under the Clean Air Act."

A spokeswoman for Toyota, an alliance member that has spent millions of dollars building a public image as an environmentally conscious company, dismissed the notion that greenhouse gases should be considered in the context of an ad that claimed autos were "emission free."

"I think you're mixing apples and oranges," said Martha Voss, a Toyota spokeswoman. "CO2 is technically an emission, but not a pollutant."

Toyota's most recent environmental report dwelled at length on the company's efforts to reduce global warming emissions.

"We can no longer afford to ignore the signs of global warming," Josephine Cooper, the company's vice president for government and industry affairs, stated in the report.

Ford's chairman and chief executive, William Clay Ford Jr., has long been one of the most outspoken executives in Detroit about the subject. His company published a newspaper advertisement in 2001 that read: "Global warming. There. We said it."

In his company's environmental report last year he wrote that he had asked executives "to develop a sensible approach to the issues of climate change, energy security and fuel economy."

The project was "a key element in building our company for the next 100 years."

Privately, Ford executives laid out an internal goal last year to improve fuel economy 80 percent by 2030 as part of a plan to halt growth in global warming emissions.

"Clearly automakers have made great strides in reducing E.P.A.-targeted pollutants," Oscar Suris, a Ford spokesman, said last week.. "We are engaged in a meaningful dialogue on climate change that needs to continue."

Not all automakers appeared to agree with the alliance's blanket assessment that cars are now "virtually emission-free." Honda, which is not an alliance member and has long been independent in its stance, said in a statement last Thursday that "today's vehicles in many cases are virtually emissions-free with regards to smog-forming" gases. "However, CO2 emissions remain a significant contributor to global warming trends."
____________________________________________________________________________

Radio Canada: Nouvelles espèces jugées vulnérables au Québec

21 mars 2005

Six nouvelles espèces ont été déclarées vulnérables par le ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune du Québec (MRNF).

Il s'agit de l'aigle royal, du caribou forestier, de deux espèces de poissons, l'éperlan arc-en-ciel et le fouille-roche gris, de la tortue des bois et de la tortue géographique.

Le ministère a également protégé l'habitat du faucon pèlerin, une espèce désignée vulnérable en 2002.

Le MRNF a mis sur pied des équipes pour chacune des espèces, et un plan d'action sera préparé afin d'accélérer leur rétablissement.

Une espèce est jugée vulnérable lorsque sa survie est précaire, même si sa disparition n'est pas appréhendée. Une espèce menacée est toute espèce dont on craint la disparition.

Les espèces ajoutées:


  Éperlan arc-en-ciel

La population du sud de l'estuaire du Saint-Laurent de ce poisson de 15 cm de long est génétiquement distincte des autres populations de la province. Son abondance et sa répartition ont diminué malgré la forte prolificité naturelle de l'espèce. Il n'existe actuellement que quatre lieux de reproduction, tous situés en milieu agricole ou urbain.

  Fouille-roche gris

Ce poisson est très petit (4-7 cm). On le retrouve dans les affluents du haut Saint-Laurent. Il vit en petit nombre, et son habitat est affecté par l'envasement et les fluctuations du niveau de l'eau.


  Tortue des bois

La tortue des bois est un reptile de taille moyenne et vit surtout en milieu aquatique, mais elle fréquente régulièrement le milieu terrestre. Cette espèce est sensible aux modifications et à la fragmentation de ses habitats, notamment aux modifications des cours d'eau et des berges.


  Tortue géographique

Également de taille moyenne, elle tire son nom des dessins sur sa carapace qui rappellent les courbes de niveau d'une carte topographique. Présente dans le sud-ouest du Québec, il est possible de la voir le long des rivières des Outaouais et du Richelieu ainsi qu'au Lac des Deux Montagnes et au Lac Champlain. Elle est également affectée par la modification de son habitat, particulièrement par la disparition, sur les berges, de nombreux sites de nidification.

  Aigle royal

C'est l'un des plus grands oiseaux du Québec avec ses deux mètres d'envergure. L'adulte est brun foncé à l'exception de la tête et de la nuque qui sont dorées. Au Québec, la population nicheuse d'aigles royaux est peu élevée et compte environ 65 couples répartis principalement dans le nord du Québec, sur la côte nord du Saint-Laurent à l'est de la rivière Manicouagan et en Gaspésie. Les principales menaces: la perte d'habitats de nidification, le dérangement par les activités humaines, le piégeage accidentel, la contamination par les produits toxiques, l'abattage au fusil et les collisions.


  Caribou forestier

Le caribou des bois est surtout retrouvé sur la Côte-Nord, au Saguenay et à la baie James. Son nombre total n'est pas connu précisément, mais les inventaires récents et les suivis télémétriques en cours montrent qu'il est en déclin. La chasse, la prédation par le loup et l'ours noir et l'exploitation forestière sont les principales causes de cette baisse.
___________________________________________________________________________


Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung: Zwei Drittel der deutschen Bäume sind krank
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18. März 2005 

In Deutschland sind zwei Drittel der Bäume geschädigt, teilte das statistische Bundesamt am Freitag in Wiesbaden mit. Damit liegt die Bundesrepublik im europäischen Vergleich im Mittelfeld. Je nach Land seien in Europa zwischen 40 und 90 Prozent der Bäume geschädigt. In Deutschland allein sind es 69 Prozent.
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Die höchsten Schädigungen an Laub- und Nadelbäumen gibt es in  Osteuropa. Allein in Bulgarien, der Ukraine, in Litauen, der Tschechischen Republik und der Slowakei sind durchschnittlich über 80 Prozent der Bäume krank. Trauriger Spitzenreiter in Osteuropa ist Polen mit einer Schädigung von 92 Prozent. In Westeuropa weist Italien mit 80 Prozent den größten Anteil geschädigter Bäume auf.

„Tag des Waldes”
Gesund sind dagegen mehr als die Hälfte der Bäume in Rumänien, Dänemark, Österreich, Finnland, den Niederlanden und Irland. Das  Statistische Bundesamt beruft sich bei den anläßlich des „Tages  des Waldes” am kommenden Montag veröffentlichten Zahlen auf eine  Studie der Wirtschaftskommission der Vereinten Nationen für Europa  für das Jahr 2003.
ROAP MEDIA UPDATE – 21 March 2005
General Environment News


BOHOL POISONING AFTERMATH
Groups revive campaign vs pesticides 
Posted 09:44pm (Mla time) Mar 21, 2005, Inquirer News Service  - 
Editor's Note: Published on Page A18 of the March 22, 2005 issue of the Philippine Daily Inquirer
DAVAO CITY-The food poisoning that killed 27 children in Bohol has given environmentalists a new reason to fight for a total pesticide ban in the country and to call for the abolition of the Fertilizer and Pesticide Authority (FPA).
Mindanao-based coalitions of environment groups dared Congress to act on the charter that created the FPA, and abolish it because of its failure to ensure people's safety from pesticides entering the country.
"What can kill insects can also kill humans," said Dr. Romy Quijano, a University of the Philippines toxicologist actively campaigning for a pesticide ban in Mindanao.
….Linao said only a few doctors in the country are trained to diagnose pesticide poisoning and most of the cases happening in big banana plantations in Mindanao go unreported.
Each year, over 220,000 people die of pesticide poisoning, mostly in poor countries, where over 25 million are poisoned by banned pesticides, according to the World Health Organization and the United Nations for Environment Protection (UNEP).
Earlier, National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) Director Reynaldo Wycoco confirmed that pesticide, not cyanide naturally found in cassava, killed the children.
http://news.inq7.net/regions/index.php?index=1&story_id=31275
Puncak Niaga faces three challenges in ensuring success
Malaysia Star, Malaysia BY YEOW POOI LING - FOLLOWING its takeover of water supply services in Selangor, Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya in December last year, Puncak Niaga Holdings Bhd now has to resolve three issues to ensure the success of the privatisation exercise.   

It will have to ensure better quality of water; reduce non-revenue water (NRW), including from incorrect reading of water meters; and address such grievances as constant water disruptions, low water pressure, lack of notice of disruption, and dirty water.
Puncak Niaga said in an article to mark World Water Day today, although the privatisation marked new hope for consumers for better water quality, it required heavy investment of RM11bil over the next 30 years of the concession. 
http://biz.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2005/3/22/business/10481194&sec=business 



Motueka: Paint The Town Red to Protect Local Water
Scoop.co.nz (press release), New Zealand,

Tuesday, 22 March 2005, Press Release: communityaction
Motueka: Painting the Town Red to Protect Local Waterways. 

Environmental advocates from Motueka community group communityaction took to the streets today to mark World Water Day, and the beginning of ” Water for Life”, a United Nations led initiative.
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/AK0503/S00140.htm 



WORLD WATER DAY - 22 March 2005
Aafathis News, Maldives - By UNICEF Maldives (English News), 22/3/2005  - The World Water Day for 2005 (22 March) is guided by the new water decade’s theme “ Water for Life”, the starting day for the new International Decade on Water 2005 – 2015. As the International Decade for Action “Water for Life” begins, the United Nations and Governments are seeking to galvanize efforts to meet the internationally agreed target on halving the number of people without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation by 2015.

http://www.aafathisnews.com.mv/main.asp?inctype=english&StoryID=5339,001100030005.asp


Agri-pumps in 400 villages 'grounded'
MANJIRI DAMLE, TIMES NEWS NETWORK[image: image3.png]


[ TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2005]
PUNE: Vidarbha region — especially Nagpur and Amravati districts — is expected to face acute water scarcity this year, according to an estimate of the Groundwater survey and development agency (GSDA).
…Speaking to TNN on the eve of World Water Day, Pravin Darade, GSDA director, said that supply-driven water management, water-efficient irrigation systems and changes in crop pattern were the need of the hour, if Maharashtra was to better manage its water resources. Water experts have also advocated restrictions on how deep a borewell can be dug for irrigation purposes.
"Currently, the state has approximately 2.50 lakh borewells for drinking water purposes and around 30 lakh for irrigation," Darade said. While there were restrictions how deep a borewell could be (maximum 60 metres) for drinking water purposes, there was no such limit for borewells dug up for irrigation, he said. Such a restriction was needed to maintain groundwater levels, he added. Darade stated that although the state government had so far spent a staggering Rs 1,600 crore on 3.2 lakh water supply schemes, every year as many as 25,000 colonies suffered from water shortage.
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1058462.cms



Save our liquid gold
Milanda Rout, environment reporter
Melbourne Herald Sun, Australia,   22mar05 - VICTORIANS are being urged to save water as millions of people around the globe mark World Water Day.
http://www.heraldsun.news.com.au/common/story_page/0,5478,12621740%255E2862,00.html 



Supply is focus of Water Day
 Fiji Times, Fiji   (Tuesday, March 22, 2005) - WITH many urban areas affected by inconsistent water supply, the Government is using today's World Water Day to emphasise its commitment to improving supply and providing better sanitation to rural areas.
http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=18215 



Harnessing water resources key to poverty alleviation
Daily Times, Pakistan  ISLAMABAD: There is a need to effectively harness the available water resources and utilise them towards poverty alleviation and sustainable development in the country, Environment Minister Major (r) Tahir Iqbal said at a workshop in connection with World Water Day on Monday. “We should recognise that without progress on water, it would be very difficult for Pakistan to eradicate poverty and more broadly to meet the goals of the new millennium,” the minister said. He expressed concern on the impending water scarcity and said with the ongoing population growth rate, the country would cross the threshold of 1000 cubic metres per capita water availability as early as 2010. app
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_22-3-2005_pg10_3 



Let's create a buzz over water
Today (Singapore), Singapore, 22 March 2005  - Building a new relationship with the life-giving resource means nurturing a whole new mindset 
Tang Li - As Singapore marks World Water Day today, I am reminded of a story of how the founding father of the water-scarce Saudi Arabian kingdom, Ibn Saud, was so beholden to water as the source of life that he insisted companies granted permission to go on the trail of the black gold to source for water as well.
http://www.todayonline.com/articles/41285.asp 



Pollution killing Asia's river dolphins - WWF 

Stuff.co.nz, New Zealand  22 March 2005 - GENEVA: Asia's dwindling populations of river dolphins are under increasing threat from pollution, dam construction and entanglement in fishermen's nets, global nature conservation body WWF has said.
The warning, issued on the eve of United Nations World Water Day, said only 13 of the dolphins were known to be left in China's Yangtze River where they once proliferated.
http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3225243a12,00.html 



UNHCR observing World Water Day today 
By A Staff Reporter, Gorkhapatra, Nepal, KATHMANDU, Mar. 21: The United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) is observing World Water Day that falls tomorrow by organising an array of programmes in Bhutanese camps in east Nepal.
http://www.gorkhapatra.org.np/pageloader.php?file=2005/03/22/topstories/main19



Clean water top concern for leaders
China Daily  Updated: 2005-03-22 - Today marks the 13th World Water Day and the beginning of China's 18th Water Week. 
Such an annual event has been helping raise awareness worldwide about water problems since 1993. 
This year distinguishes itself not only by observing the theme of "Water for Life," but also by initiating the 2005-15 International Decade for Action, the second water decade.
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-03/22/content_427065.htm
_____________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP in the news

UNEP names winners of world photo contest
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Images of deer scavenging on a rubbish tip, the housing of the rich set against the slums of the poor and Buddhist monks solemnly draping cloth round a tree trunk have scooped the top prizes in the latest UNEP International Photographic Competition on the environment. The three works have clinched Gold in the general, youth and children's categories of the competition, which has again been sponsored by Canon under the theme "Focus on Your World." The judges chose Resmi C. Senan of India for the US$20,000 gold in the General Category for her portraits of deer feeding on refuse and rubbish tips. Silver was awarded to Brent Stirton, a South African living in America, for his image of a Zambian man sitting among the sad stalks of a drought-hit farm. An Australian, a Chinese and an entry from the Dominican Republic shared the bronze. Monica Alexandra Terrazas Galvan from Mexico secured gold and US$5,000 in the Youth Category for her simple but stark portrayal of the gap between rich and poor through the imagery of posh, up-market housing set above the slums below. The silver went to David Collier of America for a photograph showing river and spires of Hunan, China. Bronze was shared by entries from Vietnam, France and Iran. The US$2,000 gold in the Children's Category was clinched by Chamaiporn Pongpanich of Thailand for a moving and reverential portrait of monks, draping a brown and gold cloth round the trunk of a huge tropical tree. Silver went to Thien Anh Huynh of Vietnam for the hope- inspiring image of saplings being watered in a bone dry desert landscape. Bronze was shared by a Briton living in Switzerland and two other entrants from Vietnam. The UNEP Executive Director's Special Prize was awarded to Paulo Cesar Lopes Alvadia, a Brazilian professional photographer and previous winner of Brazil's Esso Prize. It shows a stranded whale surrounded by teams of people, courageously battling against the waves to rescue and re- float the beached leviathan. The Canon Special Prize was awarded to Chidchanok Senanunsakul of Thailand for an enigmatic photo of young boys, sitting in a blue lake, yelling in joy or perhaps frustration, to the sky. The winners, along with those taking the silver and bronze awards and those awarded with special prizes, will be honored at a ceremony taking place at the UN Pavilion on 26 March during Expo 2005 in Aichi Prefecture, Japan. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng076103&dte=21/03/2005
Le PNUE désigne les vainqueurs d'un concours mondial de photos

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Les images d'une biche fouillant une décharge publique, de riches demeures comparées à des bidonvilles et des moines bouddhistes drapant un tronc d'arbre ont remporté les principaux prix du dernier concours photographique international du PNUE sur l'environnement. Ces trois clichés ont remporté l'or des catégories "Général", "Jeunesse" et "Enfants" du concours, qui a encore une fois été sponsorisé par Canon sous le thème "Focus sur notre monde". Le jury a choisi l'Indienne Resmi C. Senan pour le premier prix d'un montant de 20.000 dollars américain (l'or) dans la catégorie "Général" pour ses portraits d'une biche se nourrissant de détritus sur une décharge publique. L'argent a été décerné à Brent Stirton, un Sud-Africain vivant en Amérique, pour son image d'un Zambien assis dans les champs dévastés d'une exploitation agricole frappée par la sécheresse. Un Australien, un Chinois et un concurrent de la République Dominicaine se sont partagés le bronze. Les gagnants, ainsi que les récipiendaires des prix d'argent et de bronze et ceux qui ont reçu des prix spéciaux, seront honorés lors d'une cérémonie qui se tiendra au Pavillon de l'ONU le 26 mars dans le cadre de l'Expo 2005 de la préfecture d'Aichi, au Japon.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng076103&dte=21/03/2005
Research Finds Kenyan Vehicles Worst Polluters

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Vehicles plying Kenyan roads could be the worst environment polluters in the developing world, preliminary research findings indicate. An ongoing study on environmental pollution owing to the use of leaded petrol in 11 cities across the world highly indicted Nairobi in particular and the country in general for the menace. Consequently, people are daily exposed to a myriad ailments and death as cars using leaded petrol have higher emissions of dangerous substances because of the lead component in the fuel. Already, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has kicked off a campaign in Africa to stop the use of leaded petrol. Yesterday, University of California, Riverside's Prof James Lents, the leading researcher said his team had established that catalysers for all the vehicles tested in the country and which consumed lead petrol were dead. "It is high time the Government acted to stop the use of leaded petrol otherwise a lot of people will get killed by the (associated) pollution," Lents said. He further advised motorists to shift to the environmentally cleaner unleaded petrol saying the cost of both fuels is roughly the same. "The most polluting vehicles are in Nairobi, they are the dirtiest. This is due to the use of leaded petrol," Lents told journalists at the UNEP headquarters. Lents is the chairman and director at Edward J Blakely Center for Sustainable Sub-urban Development at his university. UNEP's Elisabeth Waechter accompanied him. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503211509.html
Exposed: the Death Lurking in Leaded Fuel

The Nation (Nairobi): Unless leaded fuel is phased out, respiratory diseases could become major killers in Kenyan cities, health experts warned yesterday. Research conducted by top environmental scientists connected to the United Nations Environment Programme found that vehicles in Nairobi top the list of polluters, making the city one of the most heavily contaminated in the world.  "Unless something is done about the use of leaded fuel, respiratory diseases will increase in the big cities in the near future," said Prof James Lent of the University of California. The project was conducted in Europe, North and South America and Africa.  The preliminary results, according to Prof Lent, found that a car in the US produces only one gramme of carbon monoxide for every kilometer driven, while those in Kenya will produce 38 grammes. "The fumes are high because lead destroys the catalytic converter fitted in vehicles, as a result producing dangerous fumes in high quantities," said Prof Lent, who is also chairman and director of the Edward Blakely Centre for Sustainable sub-Urban Development. The converters act as a pollution guard, getting rid of about 90 per cent of the pollutants. Most of the 32 vehicles tested at UNEP’s petrol station at Gigiri, Nairobi, were found to have damaged converters. UNEP has launched a campaign to phase out leaded fuel in Africa by encouraging motorists to use unleaded fuel. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503211639.html
General Environment News

Lack of safe water kills over 4,000 kids daily

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Some 400 million children in Africa and other parts of the world - or one fifth of all children - lack the bare minimum of safe water they need to have healthy lives, according to UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy. Speaking on the eve of World Water Day on Tuesday (22 March), Bellamy said that at least 20 liters of safe water per day (about two buckets) are essential to enable children to drink, wash hands of disease-bearing dirt and cook a simple meal. Everywhere, low availability of safe water goes hand-in- hand with high child mortality rates. In sub-Saharan Africa, where one in five children will never see their fifth birthday, 43 per cent of children drink unsafe water, risking disease and death with every sip. The impact of unsafe drinking water, poor sanitation and inadequate hygiene on child health goes far beyond the 4000 children dying daily from water-borne diseases like diarrhea and typhoid. Many millions more are pushed to the brink of survival by repeated bouts of illness. "Children forced to drink unsafe water and live in unsanitary conditions cannot thrive,"  Bellamy said.  "But when their lives are protected, their families are strengthened and their own children are likely to be born with better prospects. It's the surest, shortest, smartest route to a more hopeful future." Without it, children become easy prey for a host of life- threatening afflictions carried in dirty water and on unwashed fingers, she added. According to UNICEF's State of the World's Children 2005, 21 per cent of children in developing countries are severely water deprived, living without a safe water source within a 15-minute walk of their homes. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng076101&dte=21/03/2005
WHO boss urges greater action on safe, clean water supply

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - People who can turn on a tap and have safe and clean water to drink, to cook with and to bathe in often take it for granted - and yet more than one billion people in the world use potentially harmful sources of water, the World Health Organization (WHO) Director General Jong-wook Lee revealed Monday. In a statement to mark "International Decade for Action: Water for Life 2005-2025," whose launch coincides with the World Water Day, Lee said the decade: "are critical years to focus global attention on what should be obvious - that clean water is indispensable to sustain life." Every week, he said, diarrhea disease due to easily preventable causes claimed the lives of 30,000 people, most of them young children. "This is a silent humanitarian crisis that thwarts progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs. The consequences of our collective failure to tackle this problem are the dimmed prospects for the billions of people locked in a cycle of poverty and disease," Lee warned. According to the WHO boss: "The humanitarian case for action is clear; the economic case is just as strong." It is estimated that an additional investment of around 11.3 billion US dollars per year over and above current spending could result in a total economic benefit of 84 billion dollars annually. "I urge everyone to look at World Water Day as another occasion to renew their commitment to providing clean, safe water to all who need it. On this World Water Day, and for the International Decade for Action, let us pledge to do our utmost to respond to the plight of one billion of our fellow human beings who are deprived of this vital resource - Water for Life," he added. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng076129&dte=21/03/2005
Nearly half of Gabonese population lack safe water

Libreville, Gabon (PANA) - About 40 percent of the Gabonese population lacks access to potable water, the head of an NGO, Croissance Saine Environnement, Nicaise Moulambi revealed here Monday.  Addressing a news conference a day before the World Water Day, Moulambi also pointed finger at the Veolia Water Group of distributing poor quality water in Gabon, where it enjoys a monopoly. Moulombi told journalists that the Gabonese population lacks access to clean water because the country's water reserves are mismanaged. "For nearly two years, no solution has been found to the emerging potential or real conflicts over water, while the drinking water demand is rising in Libreville due to a soaring population," Moulambi said. "The Gabonese capital faces an acute demand for water, while the sanitation situation leaves much to be desired," he added. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng076179&dte=21/03/2005
Firestone Discharges Waste Without Permit, Management Admits

The NEWS (Monrovia): Amidst widespread allegations against the Firestone Plantation Company by citizens of Owensgrove District in Grand Bassa County that the company is bent on discharging industrial waste in the Farmington River, the Management has admitted dumping the waste, even though it has no permit to do so. Firestone's Public Relations Manager, Edwin S. Padmore, told reporters Wednesday at his Harbel office that the wastes being discharged in the river are treated before they are dumped. Mr. Padmore's statement comes four days after citizens, elders, chiefs, youths, Zoes and residents of Owensgrove claimed that Firestone continues to discharge pollutants in the air and water to the detriment of their lives. In their position statement, Winslow Fiske, Jr. complained to the Association of Environmental Lawyers of Liberia (Green Advocates) that Firestone was using deadly chemicals from her centrifuge plants and other processing plants to pollute the Farming River. The citizens alleged that the waste contained sulfuric acid, ammonia, lauric acid, deldrine, farmaliheit and other harmful substances thereby making the river and wells along the bank of the river unsafe. However, the Firestone public relations chief denied that the plantation was involved in such act against the residents. The issue of environmental pollution has drawn the attention of environmental groups led by the Green Advocates. The environmental lawyers say they are determined to pursue the case along with the citizens of Owengrove to ensure that the environment is protected. The allegations against Firestone come at the time when the Transitional Government has already extended the concession Agreement by 38 years in addition to an earlier 99 year deal signed by the Barclay administration in 1926. http://allafrica.com/stories/200503211285.html
NGO Fights Soil Erosion

The New Times (Kigali): An international NGO, World Agroforestry Centre (WAC), has embarked on a tree planting exercise to form progressive terraces around several provinces. According to David Kagoro, the Liaison officer for WAC-Rwanda, the exercise of planting fodder shrubs to form progressive terracing is done around provinces of Byumba, Kigali-Ngali, Gikongoro, Gitarama, Gisenyi, Butare and Umutara respectively. "WAC's mission in Rwanda is to improve the livelihoods of small scale farmers and other users of tree products through conservation of the environment," according to Kagoro. "Our target is to transform the social welfare of Rwandans through application of appropriate technology in agricultural activity based on climatic conditions, and provide support for education institutions," Kagoro said.  WAC-Rwanda, which was formerly known as International Centre for Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF), has been operating in Rwanda since 1978, and has headquarters in Kenya.  http://allafrica.com/stories/200503210919.html
____________________________________________________________________________
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Bahrain
Bahrain joins fight against pollution

BAHRAIN is joining a global fight to protect the food chain from chemical pollution. It is playing host to a United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) meeting to raise awareness in the region.

The three-day regional consultation guidelines to implementing the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), opened yesterday at the Regency InterContinental Hotel.

The event is being organised in partnership with the Unep's Chemical Unit in Geneva, the Stockholm Convention Secretariat and the Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife.

The workshop, which will continue until tomorrow, is being held in preparation for the first global conference on the convention, which will be held in Uruguay in May.

Unep representatives from neighbouring Arab countries are attending the workshop, which is being conducted by the programme's international experts.

POPs are chemical substances that persist in the environment, bio accumulate through the food chain and pose a risk of adverse effects to human health and the environment.

They are reportedly a particular threat to pregnant women and children. 

Unep Regional Office for West Asia (ROWA) acting regional director Dr Habib El Habr said this consultation was an important occasion for countries of this region.

"It provides the opportunity to further develop an understanding of the best available techniques and best environmental practices for the management of POP's under the Stockholm Convention," he explained.

"It will also allow the region's countries to identify and elaborate specific needs that they have with respect to these guidelines."

Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife environment and wildlife director general Dr Ismail Al Madani said the event was part of the efforts to spread awareness in relation to reducing the amount of POPs.

"This workshop is being held to emphasise the importance of boosting and building capabilities and to remind countries about its national commitments to the convention," he explained.

"It will have a concrete effect on confronting the future in a collective and joint-co-operative way."

Dr Al Madani said Bahrain was striving to fulfil its international commitments to all environmental agreements by taking the initiative on measures that will help in decreasing the amount of air pollution. 

"We have established a state-of-the-art central unit for the treatment of medical sewage and have also established a burial site for dangerous industrial waste," he pointed out.

"One of the goals of the Stockholm agreement is to work together to build a future free of POPs.

"We could make this dream come true by co-operating with each other and exchanging information on the latest technology available to protect the environment."

Unep chemicals deputy John Whitelaw said the pollutants under discussion were unintentionally produced and were generally the by-products of combustion or thermal processes.

"Participants will discuss the way this guidance is developed, whether it is adequate for this region and the way it should be further developed in the future," he said.

"Every country has a problem with waste management, which is one of the biggest sources of POPs. They are toxic and have a particular impact on women, especially pregnant ones and children, but are controllable if we find the measures to deal with it." 
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=107277&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28002

Police checkpoints call to stop Tubli dumping

A call has gone out for police checkpoints at Tubli Bay, to stop illegal dumping. It follows the arrest of a group of construction company workers caught dumping building refuse.

The General Prosecutor's office is currently questioning them, said Central Municipal Council health and environment committee chairman Abbas Mahfoodh.

The council has urged the Municipalities and Agriculture Affairs Ministry to ask the Interior Ministry to set up police checkpoints at the two entrances to the bay and also to increase patrols, he said.

The workers were arrested after witnesses spotted two lorries from the same company dumping refuse on the Manama and Central sides of the bay.

More workers were arrested when a third lorry from another company was spotted dumping in the bay on Sunday, said Mr Mahfoodh.

He said the municipality was also seeking to make the construction company owner remove the debris at his own expense. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=107270&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=28002
Jordan

$2m project working to protect public health, water quality

The Jordan Water Quality Management Project announced the beginning of a new phase in its ongoing effort to protect watersheds in the country and improve water quality. 

This latest phase, which began in January 2005, involves the elimination of over 288 cesspools in the Jerash area recently made obsolete after households associated with them were connected to the local sewer system. Closure of cesspools improves water quality by preventing contamination of groundwater. 

Funded by the US Agency for International Development (USAID) and in cooperation with the Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ), this $2 million, multiphase initiative improves stewardship of water resources and thereby protects public health and the environment, according to a statement released by the agency yesterday. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/tue/homenews/homenews6.htm
UAE

No fishing in Buhur areas without Erwda permission

General Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces issued a decree here yesterday, regulating traditional fishing rights in Abu Dhabi Emirate. 

The decree No. (3) for 2005, regulates the Buhur Rights, a local system where fishing rights are granted to a person to utilise designated geographical sea areas based upon traditional or customary understanding or agreements.

According to Article (2) of the decree, fishing in the Buhur areas shall not be allowed without a special permission from the Environmental Research and Wild Life Development Agency (Erwda). The Article (3) stipulates that Erwda shall be the sole concerned authority to manage and supervise the Buhur areas and ensure rational use of resources in Buhur areas.

The decree further stipulates that licences may be granted to fishermen who have been using the Buhur areas, provided that this privilege continues for four years, subject to renewal by Erwda.

Through decree No. (4) for 2005,  Khalid Eid Al Merakhi was transferred to the Court of the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince. He will serve as an adviser in court at the rank of an under-secretary.

Through another decree, Gen. Shaikh Mohammed assigned duties of the director of the Crown Prince’s Court to Jabr Mohammed Ghanim Al Suweidi.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march644.xml
Body to oversee environment awareness work

Shaikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Deputy Chairman of the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (Erwda) has issued a decree to form a committee to oversee environmental awareness activities in Abu Dhabi. 

The aim of the committee is to improve coordination and increase cooperation between the government and private environment agencies that carry out these programmes and activities which are increasing at a fast pace. It also aims to limit the duplication of their efforts in environmental awareness in the emirate, according to a Press release.

Furthermore, the committee will become the main focal point for the relevant organisations where any activity or programme must get prior approval by the committee before being implemented. At the beginning of each academic year, the committee shall set a comprehensive plan where the programmes will be spread out equally and vary in each part of the emirate. At the end of the year, the committee would also submit a comprehensive report and include recommendations for progress in the future. It is also responsible for managing and evaluating the programmes, as well as seeking sponsorship for their realisation. It is also charged with the training of trainers involved in environmental awareness as well as capacity building in this domain.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march642.xml

Experts discuss agri issues

International environment and agriculture experts gathered here yesterday to discuss an Abu Dhabi initiative to address problems of water resources, land degradation and desertification at the global level. 

The First Regional Consultation Meeting on Abu Dhabi Initiative for Implementation of the Priority Activities for the Regional Action Programme in 2003-2008, is co-organised by the Federal Environmental Agency (FEA) and the United Nations Secretariat of the Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD Secretariat).

In his inaugural address to the three-day meeting, Dr Salem Al Dhaheri, Director-General of the Federal Environmental Agency (FEA) said the problem of desertification was a serious issue that calls for immediate action at all levels to help reduce its impact on large communities around the world.

"There is no doubt desertification is a problem that should be tackled at all levels due to its negative impact on a large number of people in different countries of the world, specially the least developed countries, and its impact on the development programmes targeted to improve the standard of living in these countries," Dr Dhaheri noted.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/march/theuae_march638.xml
Winners of environment contest get their prizes

Winners of last year’s ‘Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources Month’ competition were presented with their prizes at a gala ceremony in Ibri on Sunday attended by ministers, under-secretaries, members of the State Council and Majlis Ash’shura and other dignitaries. 

The Minister of Civil Service, Shaikh Hilal bin Khalid Al Ma’awali, the guest of honour, handed the cups, trophies and cash prizes to the winners, including the wilayat of Ibri, which won the prestigious His Majesty’s Cup.

Shaikh Abdullah bin Mustahail Shamas, Wali of Ibri, said after receiving the top prize that it won the cup because of the “extensive efforts made by the wilayat in various cultural, social and health spheres.” The ceremony included poetry readings, concerts by the Royal Navy of Oman’s band, cultural performances in which 250 pupils took part and popular art tableaux by folklore troupes.

The second, third and fourth places were won by Liwa, Barka and Buraimi, respectively. Cups and cash prizes were also presented to those wilayats that won places from six to 10 and establishments and individuals who won top places in the environment category

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2005/march/middleeast_march598.xml
Oman

Oman marks World Water Day today

Oman will mark ‘World Water Day’ with a workshop on rationalising water consumption in the GCC states today at the Institute of Public Administration in Al Khuwair. The event, organised by the Ministries of Regional Municipalities, Environment and Water Resources and Electricity and Water in coordination with GCC secretariat-general, will be officially inaugurated by Sayyid Mohammed bin Sultan Al Busaidi, the Interior Under-Secretary. 

The workshop will highlight the vital importance of protecting the Gulf’s water resources, water scarcity and increasing demand for it and better management of available resources. Representatives of all GCC states will attend the discussions.

From Oman, the participants will also include the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Sultan Qaboos University. Papers to be presented will include nine from the Sultanate, two from Bahrain and one from Kuwait. An exhibition will be held on the sidelines of the workshop, and the delegates will pay field visits to the Bausher Water Network, the Food Hygiene Control Department and the Wadi Al Khoud dam. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2005/march/middleeast_march597.xml
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WITH CALL FOR ACTION, NOT MORE WORDS, ANNAN OUTLINES PLAN FOR RADICAL UN  REFORM                                                                     

 Calling for action, not more words, to fulfil pledges already made,        

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan today laid before the General Assembly his    

 plan for United Nations reform, ranging from greater investment in         

 developing countries to steps to fight catastrophic terrorism and          

 collective action against genocide and ethnic cleansing.                   

 “I make no apology for the detailed, matter-of-fact nature of this         

 presentation. As far as detail goes, I assure you it is merely the tip of  

 the iceberg,” he told the 191-member body, stressing that the proposals in 

 his report – “In Larger Freedom: towards development, security and human   

 rights for all” – were a package and not an a la carte menu from which     

 nations could choose only those aspects they fancy.                        

 “As for being matter-of-fact, I have deliberately spared you any flights   

 of rhetoric. This hall has heard enough high-sounding declarations to last 

 us for some decades to come. We know what the problems are, and we all     

 know what we have promised to achieve. What is needed now is not more      

 declarations, but action to fulfil the promises already made,” he added.   

 Mr. Annan described the report, released yesterday as a five-year update   

 on the Millennium Declaration in which world leaders pledged to build a    

 better and safer planet for the next century through collective security   

 and a global partnership for development, as comprehensive strategy.       

 “It gives equal weight and attention to the three great purposes of this   

 Organization: development, security and human rights all of which must be  

 underpinned by the rule of law,” he declared.                              

 “You may or many not find my argument convincing. But please remember, in  

 any event, that if you need the help of other states to achieve your       

 objectives, you must also be willing to help them achieve their            

 objectives. That is why I urge you to treat my proposals as a single       

 package,” he added.                                                        

 Outlining the three pillars, he stressed that the first element – “Freedom 

 from Want” – called on developing countries to improve their governance,   

 combat corruption and adopt an inclusive approach to development to        

 achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which seek to halve       

 extreme poverty and hunger, slash maternal and infant mortality and        

 increase access to education and health care by 2015.                      

 At the same time developed countries must increase the amount they spend   

 on development and debt relief, give immediate duty-free and quota-free    

 market access to all exports from least developed countries and commit     

 themselves to spending 0.7 per cent of their gross domestic product on     

 official development assistance by 2015.                                   

 The second part of the report, entitled “Freedom from Fear” calls on all   

 states to agree on a new security consensus, “by which they commit         

 themselves to treat any threat to one of them as a threat to all, and to   

 work together to prevent catastrophic terrorism, stop proliferation of     

 deadly weapons, end civil wars and build lasting peace in war-torn         

 countries,” he said.                                                       

 “Among my specific proposals in this area, I ask all states to complete,   

 sign and implement the comprehensive convention on terrorism, based on a   

 clear and agreed definition, as well as the convention on nuclear          

 terrorism and the fissile material cut-off treaty,” he added.              

 The report backs the definition of terrorism – an issue so divisive        

 agreement on it has long eluded the world community – as any action        

 “intended to cause death or serious bodily harm to civilians or            

 non-combatants with the purpose of intimidating a population or compelling 

 a government or an international organization to do or abstain from doing  

 any act.”                                                                  

 On the third pillar – “Freedom to Live in Dignity” – Mr. Annan stressed    

 the need for the international community to embrace the principle of the   

 “Responsibility to Protect” as “a basis for collective action against      

 genocide, ethnic cleansing and crime against humanity – recognizing that   

 this responsibility lies first and foremost with each individual state,    

 but also that, if national authorities are unable or unwilling to protect  

 their citizens, the responsibility then shift to the international         

 community.”                                                                

 In the last resort, the Security Council may take enforcement action       

 according to the UN Charter, he added.                                     

 Mr. Annan also noted his proposals for strengthening the UN system itself  

 by revitalizing the General Assembly, expanding the membership of the      

 Security Council to 24 members from the current 15, and establishing a new 

 Human Rights Council, elected by a two-thirds majority of the General      

 Assembly, to replace the current Commission on Human Rights, “whose        

 capacity to perform its tasks has been undermined by its declining         

 credibility and professionalism.”                                          
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 * * *                                                                      

 TWO UN PEACEKEEPERS IN HAITI KILLED IN CLASHES WITH ARMED ELEMENTS         

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan and the Security Council today condemned two  

 violent incidents which claimed the lives of two United Nations            

 peacekeepers and injured three other troops of the UN Stabilization        

 Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) Sunday.                                        

 Nepalese military manning a checkpoint on the road between the central     

 towns of Mirebalais and Terre Rouge, "were fired on indiscriminately by    

 armed groups using women and children as shields," said a statement issued 

 by Mr. Annan's spokesman. One Nepalese soldier was killed.                 

 "The Secretary-General is outraged that armed groups are using civilians   

 as human shields and by these cowardly attacks on international            

 peacekeeping personnel who are mandated to ensure a secure and stable      

 environment in Haiti" under the relevant Security Council resolution, the  

 statement said.                                                            

 The Mission took back the police station in Terre Rouge today from the     

 armed elements that had illegally occupied it for some time, it said.      

 Earlier yesterday MINUSTAH and the Haitian National Police launched a      

 joint operation to re-take the Petit-Goave police station that had been    

 held by armed elements since last August, the statement said.              

 One Sri Lankan soldier was killed and three others wounded after sustained 

 exchanges of fire, which also left two armed elements dead and 12 injured. 

 MINUSTAH was able to gain control of the police station as a result of the 

 operation," the statement said, adding that Mr. Annan was saddened by the  

 MINUSTAH deaths.                                                           

 Security Council members expressed strong condemnation of the incidents    

 resulting in the two deaths, said Brazilian Ambassador and Council         

 President for March, Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg.                              

 "We offer our condolences to the victims' families and to the authorities  

 of Nepal and Sri Lanka. We commend the dedication of MINUSTAH's personnel  

 and call upon the Transitional Government of Haiti to take immediate       

 measures to bring to justice the perpetrators, sponsors and authors of     

 these attacks," he said in a press statement.                              

 The Council was calling on all parties in Haiti "to renounce the use of    

 violence to advance their goals," he said.                                 

 * * *                                                                      

 ANNAN WELCOMES PLANS FOR DIALOGUE IN KYRGYZSTAN, DEPLORES VIOLENCE         

 With demonstrators in south Kyrgyzstan still protesting last month's       

 election results in the Central Asian country, United Nations              

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan today deplored violence and welcomed          

 President Askar Akayev's proposal to begin a dialogue.                     

 "The Secretary-General is very concerned at the recent escalation of       

 serious incidents in southern Kyrgyzstan, where protestors have clashed    

 with police and seized Government offices in the towns of Osh and          

 Jalal-Abad," Mr. Annan's spokesman said in a statement.                    

 "The Secretary-General is opposed to the use of violence and intimidation  

 to resolve electoral and political disputes and calls on all parties to    

 apply restraint."                                                          

 In that context, Mr. Annan welcomed President Akayev's offer to begin      

 dialogue and the positive response of the opposition, the statement said.  

 * * *                                                                      

 MARKING WORLD WATER DAY, UN TO LAUNCH WATER FOR LIFE DECADE                

 To spur efforts by governments and civil society to meet agreed targets on 

 halving the number of people lacking access to safe drinking water and     

 basic sanitation by 2015, the United Nations is launching the              

 international Water for Life Decade tomorrow on World Water Day.           

 With agriculture being the main consumer of water and women in developing  

 countries often being the main carriers of water, UN Secretary-General     

 Kofi Annan said in a message, "We need to increase water efficiency,       

 especially in agriculture. We need to free women and girls from the daily  

 chore of hauling water, often over great distances. We must involve them   

 in decision-making on water management."                                   

 The least progress was being made in providing basic sanitation and many   

 millions of children were dying each year from water-borne diseases, he    

 said, urging the world "to respond better" on an urgent matter of human    

 development and human dignity.                                             

 "And we must show that water resources need not be a source of conflict,"  

 but can be a catalyst for cooperation, Mr. Annan said.                     

 The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), noting that it now takes a 

 ton of water to produce 2.2 pounds of wheat, said, "Appropriate polices    

 and good governance are needed to encourage and guide farmers to make      

 better use of water."                                                      

 A continuing rise in farm productivity of 67 per cent is needed to meet    

 food requirements between 2000 and 2030, but the increase in water use     

 could be kept down to 14 per cent, FAO's Land and Water Division Director  

 Kenji Yoshinaga said.                                                      

 The agency's water management expert, Jean-Marc Faurès said, "Agriculture  

 is now coming under much more scrutiny as water resources are shrinking,   

 populations are growing and competition between sectors is increasing.     

 Substantial adaptations of agricultural policies are necessary."           

 On the question of health and sanitation, UN World Health Organization (   

 WHO) Director-General Lee Jong-Wook said the collective failure to tackle  

 diarrhoeal disease, which was killing 30,000 people per week, was "a       

 silent humanitarian crisis" that impeded the achievement of the Millennium 

 Development Goals (MDGs), a list of targets for reducing many              

 socio-economic ills by 2015.                                               

 "It has been estimated that an additional investment of $11.3 billion per  

 year over and above current spending could result in a total economic      

 benefit of $84 billion annually," Dr. Lee said. "The economic benefits     

 would range from $3 to $34 per $1 invested, depending on the region."      

 The launch will be marked by a "Blessing of the Waters" tomorrow at UN     

 Headquarters in New York, while a web site on the decade will be made      

 available.                                                                 

 The actual debates and policy recommendations will, however, take place    

 next month at the 13th session of the UN Commission on Sustainable         

 Development (CSD-13). There delegates will decide on policies and actions  

 to achieve the targets set in a collection of environmental                

 recommendations in 1992 and in follow-up meetings on water, sanitation and 

 human settlements.                                                         

 Among the goals CSD-13 will consider will be ensuring that no one is       

 excluded from essential water supplies.                                    

 "Examples of possible actions include the provision of targeted            

 means-tested direct subsidies to the poor, as in Chile, applying           

 increasing block rate tariff structures to water pricing, as in Côte       

 d'Ivoire, and the provision of a basic daily quantity of water free of     

 charge to households, as in South Africa," the Commission said in a        

 release.                                                                   

 Countries could also make basic sanitation access affordable to poor       

 people, by subsidizing household hook-ups to sewerage services, as in      

 Jamaica and in Trinidad and Tobago, and providing cross-subsidies to meet  

 the sanitation needs of the poor, as in Egypt, it said.                    

 * * *                                                                      

 UN TAKES DONORS ON TRIP ACROSS SUDAN TO SEE HUMANITARIAN NEEDS ON THE  GROUND                                                                     

 International donors met in Khartoum, Sudan's capital, yesterday to share  

 impressions gathered during a five-day field trip across Africa's largest  

 country by seven teams as part of a United Nations inter-agency mission to 

 give them an opportunity to see for themselves the complex situation on    

 the ground.                                                                

 "Nothing can compare to seeing the constraints, challenges and             

 opportunities on the ground," said Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Deputy   

 Special Representative for Sudan, Manuel Aranda da Silva. "Donors will be  

 able to return to their headquarters fully appraised of the diverse and    

 complex challenges Sudan faces – throughout the country."                  

 Donors were struck by the extreme differences between regions: for         

 example, in Darfur in the west, the massive humanitarian effort has        

 achieved nearly all it can in the absence of a political solution to the   

 conflict between the Government, allied militias and rebels which has      

 killed tens of thousands of people and driven nearly 2 million from their  

 homes.                                                                     

 In contrast, areas in southern Sudan, where a peace accord recently ended  

 Africa's longest civil war, are desperately in need of attention. Donors   

 were able to note the high expectations of millions of internally          

 displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees following the signing of the accord  

 in January.                                                                

 In the east, the lack of basic social services and endemic poverty has led 

 to severe conditions, included alarming malnutrition rates, and increased  

 support is needed.                                                         

 The donors were also able see how repair of roads and railways and         

 demining are key to ensuring free movement of both people and goods, as    

 well as how continued threats to security and logistical constraints such  

 as road conditions and travel permissions are hampering aid efforts.       

 Nearly three months into the year, donors have contributed $380 million    

 out of nearly $1.5 billion in total funds requested through the 2005 UN    

 Work Plan for Sudan. These resources, however, have not been evenly        

 balanced: more than 75 per cent has been for food assistance, primarily in 

 the Darfur region.                                                         

 The donor mission helped highlight these needs in areas of the country     

 that have received less attention and support, as well as the continued    

 efforts needed to resolve the situation in Darfur.                         

 * * *                                                                      

UN CHIEF BRINGS BACK IMPRESSION OF ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN OPTIMISM FROM  MIDDLE EAST TRIP                                                           

 United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today that he had come    

 back from visiting the Middle East last week with the impression that both 

 Israelis and Palestinians feel optimistic over moves to end violence after 

 more than four years of open conflict, although they realize that the      

 situation is very fragile.                                                 

 "Both sides have to work very hard, and the international community should 

 play its role in assisting the Palestinians in strengthening their         

 security apparatus and their reform, and in ensuring that their economic   

 and social structures are strengthened," he told a news conference in New  

 York.                                                                      

 He also said that progress was being made towards the withdrawal of all    

 Syrian troops from Lebanon. "They have committed to full withdrawal, and   

 we will be working with them to ensure that it is done," he added, noting  

 that he would be meeting with Syrian President Bashar al-Assad at an Arab  

 League summit tomorrow in Algiers.                                         

 "We need to make sure that the withdrawal is managed and organized in such 

 a way that the Lebanese security forces move in and fill the vacuum, to    

 make sure that no vacuum is created. And so we are making progress, but we 

 need to handle it very carefully," he declared.                            

 Security Council resolution 1559 calls for withdrawing all foreign forces  

 from Lebanon, disbanding all militias and extending Government control     

 over the whole country. Mr. Annan has said he expects full withdrawal to   

 take place before Lebanese parliamentary elections scheduled for between   

 mid-April and mid-May.                                                     

 In another regional conflict where the UN is engaged in assisting a        

 transition to democracy, Mr. Annan's Special Representative for Iraq,      

 Ashraf Qazi, entered his eighth week of talks with political, social and   

 religious leaders from across the spectrum in a bid to ensure that all     

 sectors, including Sunni Arabs who did not vote in recent elections, are   

 included in the next phase of the transition, including writing a new      

 constitution.                                                              

 Mr. Qazi met today with Interim President Ghazi Yawer, Interim Prime       

 Minister Iyad Allawi, Interim Deputy Prime Minister Barham Saleh, and the  

 President of the Supreme Council for the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, one   

 of the leading Shiite Arab parties, Abdul Aziz Al Hakim.                   

 * * *                                                                      

 SECRETARY-GENERAL TO LOBBY WORLD LEADERS FOR UN REFORM PACKAGE OVER NEXT 6  MONTHS                                                                     

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan is planning a full-court lobbying campaign,   

 including plenty of personal telephone diplomacy, in a race against time   

 to secure a large measure of support for his package of United Nations     

 reforms by the time world leaders meet at the UN's New York Headquarters   

 for a September summit.                                                    

 "It is going to take lots of work," he told a news briefing after laying   

 before the General Assembly his proposals, ranging from greater investment 

 in developing countries to steps to fight catastrophic terrorism and       

 collective action against genocide and ethnic cleansing – elements he      

 wants approved as a package and not by picking and choosing "a la carte."  

 The recommendations were contained in a 62-page report entitled, "In       

 Larger Freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all."   

 "Lots of work here in this building, with the Permanent Representatives;   

 lots of work with capitals, with the Heads of State and government; lots   

 of work by certain envoys that I hope to send out; lots of work by some    

 members of the Panel that I would also want to use; and I will be on the   

 phone also, quite a lot," he said, referring to the high-level panel of    

 experts he appointed in 2003 who came up with some of the reforms.         

 Mr. Annan had been asked about the difficulties he faced in getting 191    

 countries to basically put aside their national interests and say that it  

 is far more important to sign on to the package, even if they vehemently   

 dislike certain provisions.                                                

 "I believe that, as difficult as it is, the Member States – the majority   

 of the Member States – will come to conclude that what is on the table,    

 what is proposed, is in their long-term interest and go along with it," he 

 added, noting at one point that this included the United States.           

 The Secretary-General began the briefing with a statement stressing the    

 urgency of taking action in the three-fold area of development, security   

 and human rights, as well changing the structure of the UN itself "if we   

 are to make the most of our opportunities in the next 10 years, and save   

 many millions of people from death and disaster.                           

 "For instance, if governments take the decisions I'm suggesting in this    

 report, I believe we have a much better chance of turning the tide against 

 HIV/AIDS and malaria in the next 10 years; a much better chance of         

 containing the spread of any new infectious diseases, whether natural or   

 man-made; a much better chance of averting an attack by terrorists using   

 nuclear or radiological weapons," he declared.                             

 "A much better chance of preventing countries like Haiti, Afghanistan and  

 Sierra Leone from sliding back into chaos or crisis; a much better chance  

 of reaching a common understanding on how to deal with recalcitrant        

 regimes like that of Saddam Hussein; and a United Nations that is much     

 better able to take effective action – through a strengthened Security     

 Council and a new, authoritative Human Rights Council, both working        

 closely with regional organizations – to put a stop to major crimes        

 against innocent people, such as those we are witnessing in Darfur," he    

 added, referring to several world hot spots.                               

 Mr. Annan was asked what he would say to the people in the United States   

 to try to convince them to get behind the reform package when they had     

 been disappointed with the UN over the past couple of years.               

 "I think that the argument that comes through the report is very clear:    

 that we live in an interconnected world, in a world where we face many     

 challenges, many threats – threats that no one country, however powerful,  

 can face alone – and that we need to work together to contain these        

 threats, whether it is terrorism, non-proliferation or environmental       

 degradation and poverty that leads to failed States," he replied.          

 "So I think the collective effort of all of us working together is in the  

 national interest of individual Member States. I think that an effective   

 and functioning United Nations is in the interests of the United States    

 and its people, as it is in the interest of other nations and their        

 peoples."                                                                  

 * * *                                                                                                                                                  

 MORE THAN 500 COMBATANTS DISARMED IN NORTHEAST DR OF CONGO – UN MISSION    

 Some 500 fighters from a militia in the eastern Democratic Republic of the 

 Congo (DRC) and 50 from another armed group have voluntarily disarmed to   

 join the Disarmament and Community-based Reintegration (DCR) process, the  

 United Nations mission in the Great Lakes nation said today.               

 In the Aru area of Ituri district, 400 fighters from the Armed Forces of   

 the Congolese People (FAPC) handed up 310 individual weapons and 20        

 group-operated weapons yesterday and another 100 disarmed today.           

 "The estimated number of FAPC combatants willing to take part in the DCR   

 process in Aru is at about 2,000," the UN Organization Mission in the DRC  

 (MONUC) said.                                                              

 In addition, 50 members of the Nationalist Integrationist Front (FNI) were 

 disarmed in the village of Kodikoka, near Mahagi in the north, it said.    

 "The latest arms hand-over comes in the wake of recent MONUC military      

 operations, as well as repeated calls aimed at encouraging armed groups to 

 give in their weapons," it added.                                          

 Although MONUC called the two-day disarmament "promising first steps," it  

 said the process was expected to be "long and difficult."                  

 * * *                                                                      

 WITH UN HELP, LIBERIAN REFUGEE CONVOY WITH OVER 300 PEOPLE GOES HOME FROM   SIERRA LEONE                                                               

 More than 300 Liberian refugees are returning home from Sierra Leone in    

 the biggest United Nations refugee agency convoy between the two West      

 African countries to date, bringing the total the agency has repatriated   

 to nearly 9,000 since October.                                             

 More than half of the Liberian refugees living in Sierra Leone originate   

 from Lofa county, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said, so   

 when it started registration for the first convoy to make the five-day     

 journey to that area, over 100 families with 353 people signed up,         

 resulting in its largest convoy so far – 27 trucks.                        

 Way stations were established so that they could make overnight stops, it  

 said.                                                                      

 Most of the refugees in the convoy had fled their country during fierce    

 fighting from 2000 to 2002, UNHCR said.                                    

 The agency said it had helped a total of 8,928 refugees go home to Liberia 

 from Ghana, Guinea, Nigeria and Sierra Leone since last October.           

 * * *                                                                      

 NUCLEAR POWER INDUSTRY MUST MARKET STRENGTHS MORE EFFECTIVELY – UN  WATCHDOG                                                                   

 With energy demand expected to double by mid-century and nuclear power     

 adding, by lowest estimates, the equivalent of 127 more 1,000-megawatt     

 plants than earlier thought by 2020, the United Nations atomic watchdog    

 today called on the nuclear industry to provide the public with a clear    

 balance of the risks and benefits involved.                                

 “The failure of the nuclear community – both scientists and technical      

 experts, operators and regulators – to effectively ‘market’ the strength   

 of nuclear power in comparison with other sources, has contributed to a    

 lack of public understanding regarding risks and benefits of nuclear       

 energy,” International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General        

 Mohamed ElBaradei told a ministerial meeting in Paris.                     

 He noted that nuclear power was dealt a heavy blow by the explosion and    

 fire at the Chernobyl reactor in Ukraine, a blow from which the reputation 

 of the industry has never fully recovered. Yet an array of measures have   

 been put in place since then to offset the possibility of another severe   

 accident.                                                                  

 “How a given nation balances the risk of a nuclear accident against other  

 factors (from fossil fuels) – such as air pollution, dammed rivers, mining 

 accidents or dependency on foreign fuel supplies – is already a matter of  

 complexity and legitimate debate,” Mr. ElBaradei told ministers and senior 

 officials from over 60 countries attending the conference on Nuclear Power 

 for the 21st Century.                                                      

 “It is important for the nuclear community to make every effort to provide 

 comprehensible, accurate information to support that debate, to ensure     

 that the risks and benefits of nuclear technology are clearly and fairly   

 understood,” he added.                                                     

 He said he felt confident that nuclear safety has significantly improved.  

 “But we should not rest on our laurels,” he added. “As nuclear power       

 technology continues to spread to new countries, as new reactor designs    

 are developed and put to use, and as the licences of existing plants are   

 extended, it is essential that existing safety standards, operational      

 practices and regulatory oversight are adapted – and in some cases         

 strengthened – to ensure acceptable levels of safety into the future.”     

 On the threat of nuclear terrorism, he said security activities had        

 greatly expanded in scope and volume. “Here, too, the international        

 community is making good progress,” he declared. “While much remains to be 

 done, nuclear installations around the world have strengthened security    

 forces, added protective barriers and taken other measures commensurate    

 with current security risks and vulnerabilities.”                          

 Among the advantages of nuclear power, he noted that while the degree to   

 which fossil fuels are tapped to meet the growing demand for energy could  

 have a major negative environmental impact, nuclear power emits virtually  

 no greenhouse gases.                                                       

 * * *                                                                      

 UN RELIEF OFFICIAL CALLS ON DR OF CONGO GOVERNMENT TO ACT RESPONSIBLY      

 With tens of thousands of people displaced by militias in parts of the     

 eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the population in other 

 parts suffering at the hands of the national military, the United Nations  

 Emergency Relief Coordinator has called on the country’s Government to     

 exercise its responsibilities to the Congolese people.                     

 More than 88,000 people have been displaced from their homes in Ituri this 

 year, Under-Secretary-General Jan Egeland, head of the UN Office for the   

 Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), said.                         

 “These people have been victims of rape, torture, kidnappings, lootings    

 and other human rights exactions, committed in a general climate of        

 impunity,” he said.                                                        

 In the province of South Kivu, the DRC armed forces (FARDC) were not being 

 paid and were harassing the local population to ensure their own           

 well-being, he said.                                                       

 “FARDC soldiers were sent to South Kivu to protect the civilian population 

 and their goods. Instead, they are targeting vulnerable local people,      

 forcing them to hand over food, blankets and other household supplies,”    

 Mr. Egeland said.                                                          

 “Lack of logistical support and the non-payment of military salaries have  

 meant that these soldiers are forced to live off the very population they  

 have been sent to protect. The Transitional Government must ensure that    

 its soldiers in the field receive some form of salary, so that this        

 harassment can stop.”                                                      

 Over 30,000 people have been dying every month of preventable causes in    

 the Great Lakes country, despite the signing of a peace accord between the 

 main rebel groups and the accession to power of a Transitional Government  

 in June 2003, OCHA noted.                                                  

 Humanitarian organizations in some areas were being harassed by the local  

 authorities and prevented from helping those in need, Mr. Egeland said.    

 “Local Congolese authorities are confiscating humanitarian vehicles,       

 demanding illegal taxes and generally tying up humanitarian organizations  

 with administrative matters. This is preventing crucial assistance from    

 reaching the local population,” he said.                                   

 “The Transitional Government must send a strong message to their           

 provincial representatives that such harassment must immediately cease.”   

 Meanwhile, humanitarian organizations have been saving lives on a daily    

 basis, despite the deteriorating security situation, Mr. Egeland said. “I  

 call upon the Transitional Government to support the humanitarian          

 community in every possible way.”                                          

 * * *                                                                      

 UNESCO TO ASSIST RETURN OF ICONIC AKSUM OBELISK TO ETHIOPIA FROM ITALY     

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization       

 (UNESCO) is sending an evaluation team to Ethiopia to prepare for the      

 return of one of the country’s most iconic monuments, the celebrated       

 obelisk of Aksum, which Italian soldiers carted off to Rome during         

 Mussolini’s invasion nearly 70 years ago.                                  

 At the request of the Ethiopian and Italian Governments, UNESCO will draw  

 up the re-installation project for the 1,700-year-old, 24-metres-high,     

 160-ton funeral stele and the development of the site in northern          

 Ethiopia, which will be funded by Italy.                                   

 The obelisk has been cut into three sections to facilitate its             

 transportation and is at Rome airport waiting to be flown to Ethiopia. The 

 first section, weighing 60 tons, is expected to arrive in Aksum in early   

 April.                                                                     

 Last November the two Governments signed an agreement for the return of    

 the stele in keeping with the 1972 Convention concerning the Protection of 

 the World Cultural and Natural Heritage.                                   

 “This highly symbolic gesture, born of a common agreement between Italy    

 and Ethiopia, is to be welcomed by the entire international community,”    

 UNESCO Director-General Koïchiro Matsuura said. “It (the stele) will once  

 again be erected in the former kingdom, which the Persian philosopher Mani 

 called the ‘world’s third kingdom’ and whose relics were among the first   

 to be inscribed on the World Heritage List.”                               

 The obelisk, which the Italian army took to Italy in 1937, has become a    

 symbol of the Ethiopian people’s identity.                                 

 * * *                                                                      

 WITH WARNING AGAINST ENDURING ‘VIRUS,’ UN MARKS DAY AGAINST RACISM         

 With warnings that the virus of racism is on the march around the world    

 and urgent calls for a global assault on the scourge, with new proposals   

 to strengthen human rights and panel sessions on overcoming hate crimes,   

 the United Nations today marked the International Day for the Elimination  

 of Racial Discrimination.                                                  

 “No one can be neutral in the fight against such intolerance,”             

 Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in a message, noting that on this very   

 day he is putting before the General Assembly proposals for UN reform that 

 include ways to strengthen human rights machinery so that it can combat    

 evils such as racism more effectively and consistently.                    

 “Despite decades of efforts to eradicate it, the virus of racism continues 

 to infect human relations and human institutions in all parts of our       

 globe. Today, the old strains of this disease, such as institutionalized   

 discrimination, indirect disadvantage, racist violence, hate crimes,       

 harassment and persecution, are compounded by new forms of discrimination, 

 seemingly defying many of the gains we have made,” he declared.            

 “The Internet is used for the propagation of racism, the number of victims 

 of human trafficking is growing, xenophobic arguments in political         

 discourse are on the rise, and innocent people are ‘racially profiled’ in  

 the name of distorted notions of security.                                 

 “Even anti-Semitism is once again rearing its ugly head, six decades after 

 the liberation of extermination camps in which the entire world saw the    

 barbaric extremes to which racism, if not confronted, can lead,” he added. 

 In his report – “In Larger Freedom,” after a phrase in the UN Charter – a  

 comprehensive deal for tackling poverty, security threats and human rights 

 abuses, Mr. Annan proposes the establishment of a new Human Rights Council 

 and better means to pre-empt and combat genocide, ethnic cleansing and     

 other such crimes against humanity.                                        

 The Secretary-General noted that the Day marks the 45th anniversary of the 

 Sharpeville massacre in South Africa when 69 demonstrators were shot and   

 killed during a non-violent protest against apartheid, a date on which the 

 UN draws special attention to the continuing fight against all forms of    

 racial discrimination.                                                     

 “As we remember the sacrifices of Sharpeville, and the sufferings and      

 victories of people across the years and around the world in combating     

 racism, let us today heed the call of the Universal Declaration of Human   

 Rights, to ‘reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and 

 worth of the human person, and in the equal rights of men and women,’” he  

 concluded.                                                                 

 The President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping of Gabon, also stressed   

 the link to Sharpeville. “This remembrance gives us the opportunity to     

 renew the commitment of the international community for the preservation   

 and the respect of both human dignity and equality, in accordance with the 

 principles enshrined in its Charter,” he declared.                         

 “The rise of acts of racism, xenophobia and other related forms of         

 intolerance calls upon all of us to be vigilant and to further mobilize    

 ourselves in order to combat with greater energy those evils which,        

 throughout the world, are at the origin of conflicts and still constitute  

 factors of social exclusion and poverty,” he added.                        

 The Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism of the UN           

 Commission on Human rights drew attention to the increase of racism in     

 Europe. “The multiplication of racist incidents targeting immigrants,      

 minorities and refugees are evidence of a general increase of racism,      

 racial discrimination and xenophobia,” Doudou Diène said in a report to    

 the Commission today.                                                      

 “The increase of racism and xenophobia in some European countries,         

 illustrated by continuing racist incidents including violent attacks       

 against members of minorities in recent years, raises the central question 

 of the relationship between identity construction and racism, racial       

 discrimination and xenophobia. The EU (European Union) will need to        

 address this issue,” he added.                                             

 Meanwhile in Geneva, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human      

 Rights was marking the day by convening a panel on effective practices to  

 overcome hate crimes, while in Paris the UN Educational, Scientific and    

 Cultural Organization (UNESCO) organized youth workshops and cultural      

 events within the framework of the International Coalition of Cities        against Racism.                                                            

 At UN Headquarters in New York, a series of panels was looking at progress 

 in global efforts to combat racism and racial discrimination.                                                                                         

 * * *                                                                                                                                            

 -------------------------------------                                      

 For more details go to UN News Centre                                                                                                                 
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[NB No transcript of the Daily Noon Briefing was available as EitN was being finalized]
SECRETARY-GENERAL’S OPENING REMARKS AT PRESS CONFERENCE TO LAUNCH “IN GREATER FREEDOM” REPORT 

· Good Morning, Ladies and Gentlemen.

· Let me first wish our Iranian and Kurdish friends a very Happy New Year – Nowrooz Mubarak!

· I expect you all heard my speech a few moments ago, and I hope you have also had a chance to read the report – in fact, I gather some of you got hold of it much sooner than we had intended.  I assure you that was not a deliberate leak on our part, but I am glad that the report has aroused so much interest.

· The only thing I want to do this morning, before taking your questions, is to explain briefly why I am issuing the report at this time.

· The General Assembly had asked me five-years ago to review progress on the Millennium Declaration, and had decided to meet and discuss at summit level in September.  But frankly, I don’t think a mere review would have done justice to the present world situation.  I feel strongly that there are decisions which urgently need taking, in the areas of development, security and human rights, and changes that need to be made in the structure of the UN itself, if we are to make the most of our opportunities in the next ten years, and save many millions of people from death and disaster.

· For instance, if governments take the decisions I’m suggesting in this report, I believe we have a much better chance of turning the tide against HIV/AIDS and malaria in the next ten years; a much better chance of containing the spread of any new infectious diseases, whether natural or man-made; a much better chance of averting an attack by terrorists using nuclear or radiological weapons; a much better chance of preventing countries like Haiti, Afghanistan and Sierra Leone from sliding back into chaos or crisis; a much better chance of reaching a common understanding on how to deal with recalcitrant regimes like that of Saddam Hussein; and a United Nations that is much better able to take effective action – through a strengthened Security Council and a new, authoritative Human Rights Council, both working closely with regional organizations – to put a stop to major crimes against innocent people, such as those we are witnessing in Darfur.

· This report is the programme of action I have been working towards over the past two years.  It is aimed at making sure that the commitments made to fight poverty are really carried out, in a way that brings results.  It is aimed at healing the wounds in the international community left by the Iraq war.  And it is aimed at restoring the credibility of the United Nations as a leader in the worldwide struggle for human rights.  By publishing it now, I am giving world leaders six months to consider and debate it with their peoples, in the hope that they will come here to New York in September ready to take decisions.  

· Thank you very much.  It’s now your turn. 
  
SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

On Security Council reform

· The Secretary-General, asked about Security Council reform, said he hoped that discussions on reform could conclude this year. Everyone has agreed on the need for reform, he said, and now we need to come up with concrete proposals to do that.

· Asked about Brazil’s Security Council chances, he noted Brazil’s contributions to the work of the UN and said that he hoped that, beginning today, that question could be answered.

· Asked whether he believes Council reform could be resolved before September, he said it is possible, and noted intensive consultations among Member States. He hoped that they would come to a decision so that the Heads of State can bless it by September.

· Asked about the role of regional organizations in the Security Council, he said the Council already works closely with regional organizations, as with the African Union in African peacekeeping and with the Caribbean Community in Haiti. But he added that the proposal to have regional organizations get seats on the Council was a non-starter, with existing Council permanent members unlikely to give up their seats.

· Asked about the proposal for "Plan B," in which some Member States would sit on the Council on a semi-permanent basis, the Secretary-General said that would be up for discussion among Member States. He hoped there would be consensus, but added that a lack of consensus should not be used to avoid dealing with the issue.

· The package as it now stands, he added, was designed to reduce the imbalance currently in the Security Council, with most of the proposed new seats coming from developing nations. With the reform, he said, the Third World would be better off than it is today.

· Asked why the High-Level Panel had not proposed that new Security Council permanent members have veto powers, the Secretary-General said it was believed that the expansion of veto power would not be acceptable to Member States.

· Asked about one-sidedness in UN resolutions, the Secretary-General said that the reform will make the Organization more effective, but will not necessarily resolve that issue.

On terrorism

· Asked how countries could agree on a definition of terrorism, the Secretary-General said that 12 conventions on terrorism had already been passed, and that the High-Level Panel’s report offered a way forward: that whatever the cause, the killing and maiming of noncombatants is not acceptable and is terrorism. International law, he said, prescribes how states can use force; now, he hoped, states could agree that the deliberate targeting of civilians is not acceptable.

· Asked about unhappiness over his earlier remarks on a definition of terrorism, the Secretary-General said he was unaware of complaints, and reiterated his hope that states would agree on the definition by the panel.

On US reaction to the report

· Asked how the US administration might react to the report, the Secretary-General said that the United Nations and the United States have had constructive discussions, and he hopes those discussions will continue. He said he did not tailor the report to fit a region, a country or group of countries. When governments review the report, he hoped that they would see it in their interests, would approve the report and strengthen the UN.

· Asked what message the Secretary-General could give to the American people to convince them to support UN reform, the Secretary-General said that the threats the world states, from terrorism to environmental degradation to failed states, are so large that an effective and functioning UN is in the interests of all nations and their people.

· Asked about US unilateralism, the Secretary-General reiterated that the discussions with the US have been constructive, and noted that one American, Brent Scowcroft, had sat on the High-Level Panel. He hoped, at the end of the day, that there will be consensus on a majority of proposals, with countries realizing the reforms are in their self-interest.

· Asked about US efforts to push certain UN reforms, the Secretary-General said that he intended to meet the co-chair of one US panel on UN reforms and to work with that panel.

· The proposal to withhold US dues until reforms were implemented, he said, "would be very unfortunate. We’ve been there before." The Secretary-General said, "I really hope it wouldn’t happen," adding that it would make it more difficult for the UN to perform and to fulfill all its mandates.

· Asked how recent UN scandals have affected the Secretary-General ability to push the report, the Secretary-General said that, despite criticism, especially in the United States, the UN has carried on with its work. The genesis of these proposals go back many years, before the scandals, and the Secretary-General said it was in everyone’s interest that the UN be strengthened to handle the challenges of the day. As Secretary-General, he said, he would be extremely pleased to have something to do with strengthening the UN.

On human rights issues

· Asked about nations’ responsibility to protect, the Secretary-General said this was an issue that the Security Council would have to face. They will have to judge whether a country has lived up to its responsibility to protect its people. It was an issue it was dealing with now, on topics like Darfur.

· Asked about reform of the Human Rights Commission, the Secretary-General said it is no secret that the Commission has been ineffective, with groups forming among nations to get certain nations on the Commission; in that process, he warned, the rights of the individual get lost. He said that if members were elected to a Human Rights Council by a two-thirds majority of states, we could do better, and make UN human rights work more effective.

· The Secretary-General, in response to another question, said he believed that the UN needs to help countries that want assistance in becoming more democratic.

· Asked about development of democracies, the Secretary-General said the UN has a mandate to reform governments, aid their democratization and their human rights structures. Those efforts, he said, would continue.

On development issues

· Asked about the commitment in the report for developed states to provide development assistance, the Secretary-General said that we are moving in the right direction to meet the development assistance target. He urged all those who have the capacity to give and give generously, noting how much contribution was made following the tsunami in the Indian Ocean.

· The Secretary-General also urged the creation of a development facility, as recommended by Gordon Brown, to front-load the financing effort. "In helping to establish a safer world, we all can sleep better at night," he said.

· He noted, in response to a question, that many Member States have looked at ways to increase development assistance, and have looked toward innovative sources of development financing, including surcharges on air tickets.

On general reform issues
· Asked whether Member States could be expected to accept the report as a package, the Secretary-General said it would not be easy, and added, "It’s going to take lots of work." But as difficult as it is, he said, he believed the majority of Member States would come to conclude that what is on the table is in their long term interests.

· He said, in response to another question, that reform is not easy, but it is necessary.

· Asked about a one-time buyout for UN staff, he said he thought that some staff could be encouraged to leave, to bring in the young talent the United Nations needs.

· He said, in response to questions, that he was urging the General Assembly to adapt its procedures to focus on the important issues of the day. Right now, he said, they discuss work which often has no impact on the world outside.

On tribunals and the International Criminal Court

· Asked about the work of the tribunals, the Secretary-General said the UN tribunals have turned out to be expensive, and we have not always succeeded at having the main suspects arrested and brought to trial. He said that, come 2008, if the Yugoslav Tribunal were to complete its work without trying Gen. Ratko Mladic or Radovan Karadzic, people in the region would find it difficult to believe that its work had been accomplished.

· Asked whether the International Criminal Court should handle Sudan, he noted that ad hoc tribunals have turned out to be expensive and hard to set up, and he said that the ICC was now ready to handle that kind of work.

· He hoped that a way forward would be found, so that justice could be done. The United States has declared what is happening to be genocide, and having done that, he said, would be interested in preventing it. He said he would have lunch today with the Security Council to explore the Nigerian proposal for an African tribunal on Darfur.

On Iraq

· Asked whether the UN handled Saddam Hussein’s regime the right way, the Secretary-General said the matter had been debated extensively, and he saw no reason to re-open that debate.

· Asked about the report by Paul Volcker’s Independent Inquiry Committee, he said he expected it would come out by the end of the month.

· Asked whether the reforms he proposed could make the UN more capable of handling programs like oil-for-food, the Secretary-General acknowledged that oil-for-food had been a unique program to deal with the effects of sanctions on Iraq. 

On the Middle East

· Asked about the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, he said he had seen signs for optimism during his recent visit to the region, when he met with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Peres, Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas and others. He emphasized the importance of following up on the Summit held recently in Sharm El-Shaikh, Egypt, and congratulated Egypt and Jordan for their work in organizing that Summit.

· But while there is optimism, the Secretary-General added, all sides realize it is fragile, and that they need to take more steps, including progress on their commitments and the reform of Palestinian institutions.

· Asked what message he was sending to all Member States when, just last week, he had refused to visit the wall constructed by Israel, the Secretary-General said that the General Assembly decision on the International Court of Justice decision was clear, and they gave the UN a mandate to establish a register for damages caused by the barrier. He did not believe that any Member State felt he had abrogated his mandate by taking or not taking action.

On Syria and Lebanon

· Asked about Syria and Lebanon, the Secretary-General said, "We are making progress." Syria has committed to full withdrawal, he said, and the United Nations will work with them to ensure that it is done. Lebanon has to form a new government and then will have elections, he added, noting that we need to make sure that no security vacuum is created, and that Lebanese forces will move in promptly.

· Asked when the report by Peter Fitzgerald will be released, the Secretary-General said that he hoped to give the report to the Security Council this Thursday.

  
SECRETARY-GENERAL TO TRAVEL TO ALGIERS FOR ARAB SUMMIT 

· The Secretary-General is travelling today to the Algerian capital, Algiers, for the Summit of the League of Arab States that begins on Tuesday.
· He will address the Summit on Wednesday and also meet with leaders attending the Summit bilaterally. He is scheduled to return to New York on Thursday. 
  
ANNAN SADDENED OVER DEATH OF UN PEACEKEEPERS IN HAITI 

· The Secretary-General was deeply saddened to learn of the death of two UN peacekeepers in Haiti yesterday, 20 March. One soldier from Sri Lanka and one from Nepal were killed while executing their duties in two separate incidents, while three other soldiers from Sri Lanka were wounded.

· In the early hours of Sunday morning, the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) launched a jointly planned operation with the Haitian National Police in Petit Goâve (southwest of Port-au-Prince) in order to dislodge armed elements who had illegally occupied the local police station since last August.

· After sustained exchanges of fire, one Sri Lankan soldier was killed and three others wounded, while two armed elements were killed and 12 injured. MINUSTAH was able to gain control of the police station as a result of this operation.

· Later on 20 March, in a separate incident, while manning a checkpoint on the road between Mirebalais and Terre Rouge (in the center of Haiti), Nepalese military were fired on indiscriminately by armed groups using women and children as shields.

· One Nepalese soldier was killed. During a follow-up operation by MINUSTAH this morning, the Mission was able to also retake the police station in Terre Rouge, which, similarly, had also been illegally occupied by elements of armed elements for some time.

· The Secretary-General is outraged that armed groups are using civilians as human shields and by these the cowardly attacks on international peacekeeping personnel, who are mandated to ensure a secure and stable environment in Haiti in accordance with Resolution 1542 (2004). MINUSTAH remains fully committed to the implementation of its mandate to improve the security situation in furtherance of the constitutional political process. 

  

UN ENVOY CONTINUES TALKS ON FORMING GOVERNMENT IN IRAQ 

· The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, is continuing contacts with Iraqi political leaders for talks on progress in the political process mainly the formation of the Transitional Government and the role the United Nations could play in supporting the constitution making process. 


· On Sunday, Qazi held separate meetings with Interim President Ghazi Yawr, Interim Prime Minister Iyyad Allawi as well as the Interim Deputy Prime Minister Barham Saleh and President of the Supreme Council for Islamic Revolution Abdul Aziz Al Hakim.


· Earlier, and during an address to the inaugural session of the Transitional National Assembly, which was held on March 16, Qazi said that the UN will be willing to facilitate the sovereign and independent constitution making process in Iraq. He also noted that the UN Mission in Iraq has begun preparations to provide assistance in this regard within the framework of Security Council Resolution 1546. 

  

UN HUMANITARIAN CHIEF ASKS DR CONGO TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITIES 
· Jan Egeland, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, has called on the Transitional Government of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) to assume its responsibilities towards the Congolese people.

· Egeland expressed his deep concern at the deteriorating security situation in the east of the country, and the effect that this was having on the lives of ordinary Congolese people.

· “Over 88,000 people have been displaced from their homes in Ituri since the beginning of 2005,” Egeland said. “These people have been victims of rape, torture, kidnappings, lootings and other human rights exactions, committed in a general climate of impunity”.  

· The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says that over 30,000 people continue to die each month of preventable causes in the DRC, despite the signing of a peace accord between the main rebel groups, and the installation of a Transitional Government in June 2003. 
  
DR CONGO MISSION REPORTS ON ITURI DISARMAMENT 
· The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUC) says that during the past week, it has noted that a growing and significant number of militiamen in the Ituri district, in the country’s north-east, have presented themselves spontaneously to UN peacekeepers in order to hand in their weapons.  


· In Ituri's Aru region, 400 fighters from the militia known as the Armed Forces of the Congolese People – also known by its French acronym FAPC – handed in their arms at a transit center on Sunday. MONUC says 310 individual weapons and twenty group-operated weapons were collected.


· As of today, a total of 500 FAPC militia members have voluntarily joined the disarmament and reintegration process in Ituri. MONUC estimates that there are around 2,000 FAPC members in Aru who want to take part in the process.


· In addition, 50 militiamen belonging to the National Integrationist Front – also known by its French acronym FNI – handed in their weapons as part of a voluntary disarmament operation carried out by UN peacekeepers in the village of Kodikoka , situated 15 kilometers northwest of the town of Mahagi.   


· As of today, more than 4,500 militiamen have joined the disarmament and community-based reintegration process in Ituri.  


· MONUC says the growing number of militia members giving in their weapons and joining the reintegration process indicates that the recent political and military efforts in the district are staring to bear fruit.


· The latest arms handovers come in the wake of recent MONUC military operations, as well as repeated calls aimed at encouraging armed groups to give in their weapons.  



· MONUC adds however that the recent developments in Ituri constitute the first promising steps of a process which is expected to be long and difficult.  

  
DONORS DISCUSS FIELD MISSIONS THROUGHOUT SUDAN 

· International donors met in Khartoum on Sunday to share impressions they had gathered during the previous week, when seven teams representing donor countries fanned out across Sudan to see the complex situation on the ground.


· Manuel Aranda da Silva, the Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for Sudan, said that donors could now return to their headquarters fully apprised of the multiple challenges that Sudan faces.


· The donor teams reported that, although the humanitarian situation has stabilized in Darfur, it is precarious, and violations of protection continue at an unacceptable rate.


· Meanwhile, they found severe poverty conditions, including alarming malnutrition rates, in Eastern Sudan, and said that immediate action and funding is needed to assist those who will return before the rainy season begins in May.


· The UN Mission in Sudan, meanwhile, reports that areas around El Geneina, in West Darfur, are gradually being cleared for UN movement following security assessments on major roads. 

  

SECRETARY-GENERAL DISTURBED BY BEIRUT CAR BOMBING 
· The Secretary-General was deeply disturbed to learn of the explosion of a car bomb in Beirut in the early morning hours of 19 March, which left eleven people injured. He wishes those injured in the bombing a speedy recovery. 


· The Secretary-General is greatly concerned about the rising tension in Lebanon and appeals to all parties concerned to exert utmost efforts to safeguard the stability and national unity of the country. 

  

ANNAN: WORLD MUST CONTINUE FIGHTING RACISM 
· Today is the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, and the Secretary-General has issued a message, saying the international community must not give up either the struggle against racism or hope for victory.

He added that, for its part, the UN would combat racism through its High Commissioner for Human Rights, Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, Commission on Human Rights, and the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

· He also said that no one could be neutral in the fight against such intolerance. 
GLOBAL WATER DECADE TO BE LAUNCHED TOMORROW 
· This year’s World Water Day, which will be observed tomorrow, March 22, marks the launch of the International Decade for Action: Water for Life 2005- 2015. The events represent an ongoing effort to promote access to safe drinking water and sanitation.


· In a statement issued today, the World Health Organization’s Director-General, Lee Jong-Wook said that clean drinking water and adequate sanitation will speed the achievement of all eight Millennium Development Goals.


· Meanwhile, noting that agriculture is the biggest water consumer, the Food and Agriculture Organization today said that appropriate policies and good governance practices are needed to encourage and guide farmers to make better use of water. 

BIGGEST CONVOY OF LIBERIAN RETURNEES REACHES LOFA COUNTY 

· More than 300 Liberian refugees returned yesterday from Sierra Leone to Lofa county, Liberia's largest area of return. It was the first and biggest convoy run by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to take that route.

· Most of the refugees in Sunday's convoy arrived in Sierra Leone between 2000 and 2002 amid brutal fighting in Liberia. 


· In all, 8,928 Liberian refugees in Ghana, Guinea, Nigeria and Sierra Leone have been helped to get home by UNHCR since last October. 

  

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AFGHAN ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER: The UN Mission in Afghanistan reported that the country’s Joint Elections Management Body had announced that elections for the country’s legislative and provincial bodies would take place on 18 September.   
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