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UN urges Russia to save climate plan
The United Nations has renewed calls for Russia to salvage a landmark plan to curb global warming, 10 years after governments agreed to fight a rise in temperatures threatening life on the planet. 

UN secretary-general Kofi Annan said some progress had been made since the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change entered into force on March 21, 1994, as the first global blueprint for tackling climate change caused by humans. 

He said that a stalling of the UN Kyoto protocol, which lays down the rules for cutting emissions of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide from cars and factories under the Convention, was "a major hurdle to effective global action". 

"I call again on those countries that have not yet ratified the protocol to do so, and show that they are truly committed to shouldering their global responsibilities," he said in a statement marking the convention's 10-year anniversary. 

Russia has had a casting vote over Kyoto since President George W Bush pulled out of the protocol in 2001, arguing that it was too costly and wrongly excluded developing nations. 

Kyoto will collapse without Russian backing because it must be ratified by countries accounting for 55 per cent of carbon dioxide emissions by industrialised countries. 

Now backed by states accounting for 44 per cent, the protocol needs Russia's 17 per cent to reach the goal after the withdrawal of the United States with 36 per cent. 

President Vladimir Putin has expressed worries Kyoto might limit Russian economic growth. 

Mr Bush's father, ex-US president George Bush, signed up for the climate change Convention at a 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro and told delegates "we must leave this earth in better condition than we found it". 

The World Resources Institute, a Washington-based research group, says global warming is worsening due to increasing use of fossil fuels such as oil to coal. 

"We are quickly moving to the point where the damage will be irreversible," Jonathan Pershing said, director of the Institute's Climate, Energy and Pollution program. 

Many environmentalists say that global warming is the biggest long-term threat to life on earth. 

Rising temperatures may drive thousands of species to extinction, trigger more floods or droughts and sink low-lying islands as icecaps melt. 

Klaus Toepfer, the head of the UN Environment Program, urged the United States and opponents of Kyoto in Russia to reconsider their belief that Kyoto is an economic straitjacket. 

"The Kyoto protocol is not a recipe for economic disaster," he said. 

"In the long run, it is likely to generate prosperity and financial savings rather than economic suicide." 

He said insurer Munich Re estimated that economic losses as a result of mainly climate-related disasters totalled $US65 billion in 2003. 

One study showed air pollution in Britain alone cost $US5 billion a year, mainly in health bills, he said.

-- Reuters
BBC 

Climate change taskforce launches 
A taskforce made up of leading international think tanks was launching on Monday to tackle climate change. 
Former Cabinet minister Stephen Byers will chair the group's opening meeting in Windsor, Berkshire. 

Mr Byers will warn that climate change is the "overriding environmental challenge" of our age. 

The taskforce - which includes the UK Institute for Public Policy Research - will make recommendations to world governments in 2005. 

A statement released before the inaugural conference said the participants were taking "a responsibility to future generations to hand to them a planet that is habitable and rich in life." 

Mr Byers is expected to say: "Climate change caused by greenhouse gas emissions from human activities threatens that objective". 

Pending danger 
Climate change could drive a million of the world's species to extinction as soon as 2050, according to a study published in January. 

The study - published in the journal Nature - suggested a quarter of animals and plants living on land in six world regions could be forced into oblivion. 

Only cutting greenhouse gases and storing the main one, carbon dioxide, could save many species from vanishing, it warned. 

The United Nations says climate change poses a threat to billions of people who rely on the planet's ecosystem for their survival. 

  _________________________________________________________________________________________

AllAfrica.com

Strike Deal Over Nile Waters 

The East African Standard (Nairobi) 
NEWS
March 19, 2004 
Posted to the web March 19, 2004 

By James Anyanzwa And Vpps
Nairobi 
The 10-riparian states have unanimously agreed to forge a wider co-operation in the use of the Nile Waters. 

At the same time, international donor agencies pledged to resume their financial support in aid of the implementation of the Nile Basin projects but on condition that the differences which had hindered full development in the region are ironed out. 

The Nile Basin Council of ministers announced their new position yesterday during the 12th Meeting of the Nile Council of Ministers at Nairobi's Safari Park Hotel. 

The meeting was attended by Water Resources ministers drawn from the Kenya, Ethiopia, Sudan, Rwanda, Uganda, Tanzania, Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi and Eritrea. 

Vice-President Moody Awori yesterday said there was need to revise the 1929 agreement that bars other countries from using the Nile Waters. 

Awori said the pact between Egypt and Britain - acting then on behalf of its East African colonies - gave Egypt the right to veto any use of Lake Victoria waters. 

Awori said the agreement should be revised to allow other countries to use the Nile waters for economic development. 

He challenged ten countries that fall under the Nile Basin Initiative to urgently come up with a more equitable formula for the use of river Nile waters. 

"The Nile has the potential to spur the economies of the riparian countries without any danger to Egypt's survival," he said. 

"I have no doubt that our meeting today will be an additional milestone in the history of our co-operation in the Nile Basin, Egypt's Minister for Water Resources and Irrigation Dr Mahmoud Abu-Zeid said. 

The UNDP resident representative in the country Mr Paul Andre De la Porte warned that the Nile basin countries could face conflicts if river resources were not well shared. 

The Nile Basin member countries agreed to form a permanent co-operative institutional and legal framework to facilitate basin-wide co-operation in integrated water resources planning and management. 

Other recommendations geared towards closer co-operation included designing a program of 8-Shared Vision Projects to bring all Nile countries together. The ministers also proposed to form strong partnership with development partners in order to raise funds for the Shared projects implementation. 

Water Resources minister Martha Karua said implementation of the Shared Vision Program would be effected by June 2004. 

Awori said the treaty should be replaced by alternative arrangements that allow us to expand irrigation and develop hydro-electric projects using the Nile water. 

Awori said cooperation on the Nile would improve trade, tourism and economic integration among the Nile Basin countries. 

The development partners represented at the meeting were the World Bank, Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA),Norwegian Development Agency (NORAD) and the United Kingdom (UK). 

Karua who is also the Nile Basin Initiative chairperson said she foresees a partnership that was going to bring peace, security and development. 

Our aim is to promote development in the basin and to address poverty hunger, acute land degradation and drought. 

Also present were Cabinet ministers Raila Odinga and John Michuki, assistant minister John Munyees, and the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme Dr Klaus Toepfer. 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________
AllAfrica
Combining Renewable Energy With Information And Communication Technologies: a New Solution to Rural Poverty And Global Competitiveness 

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra) 
NEWS
March 19, 2004 
Posted to the web March 19, 2004 
Alternatives to centralized grid power and wired telecommunications are emerging which can have a major impact on the quality of life for rural people in developing countries, a UN Task Force has found. 

Combining the use of renewable energy, such as solar power, with wireless technologies and energy efficient computers should be a key strategy for developing nations in addressing the rural development crisis and in improving global competitiveness. 

This was the central conclusion of the Task Force for ICT Applications of Renewable Energy for Sustainable Development (IRESD), initiated two years ago in Paris, where the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Division of Technology Industry and Economics is headquartered. 

The Task Force held a two-day meeting at the Neko Tech Center in Ada. The meeting kicked off with a round table discussion with the Ada local community to seek practical solutions to the challenges faced by rural communities around the world. In a tour of the area around Ada, the Task Force found that power outages and poor telecommunications facilities are severely hampering the provision of information and communication services. At the Anointed Communications Center, little 'anointing' was taking place and the service had come to a standstill due to constant unannounced power cuts and high trunk call costs to Accra, where the nearest Internet service provider is located. In addition, records revealed that in the last month the phone lines worked 30 percent of the time at the Center. The business is no longer sustainable, said Charles Dogoh, owner of the Center, who adds that the demand for Internet services is high and with affordable and adequate access to the Internet, he would enjoy a business 'revival.' 

Community leader Mr. Kabu Jumpah, Chairman of the Neko Tech Community Advisory Board Steering Committee, lamented, "It is time for Ada to be part of the Information Age, but we cannot fully participate without working telephone lines." 

Princess Asie Ocansey, Co-Founder of Neko Tech and a member of the Task Force stated, "We are continuing to search for affordable and sustainable ways to get on the Internet in the absence of regular power sources. Our interest in being a part of this important research work is to draw on the rich expertise to enable us to effectively address and contribute to this critical issue." 

"Access to small scale appropriate energy and communications systems is essential to accelerating sustainable development, especially in low income off-grid rural areas," says Dr. Ashok Khosla, Task Force Chairman and President of the Indian NGO Development Alternatives. 

"There's an incredible opportunity and a huge market out there, but the policies and mechanisms are not yet in place for widespread adoption. We recommend very strongly that more support is given to these cost-effective solutions," adds Dr Khosla. 

The Task Force found a number of successful renewable energy and ICT projects in rural areas around the world, but points out that a variety of issues still need to be addressed in order for these examples to become more generally adopted. In particular, the group says that governments need to create incentives for using renewable energies, reduce the regulatory barriers for private networks to obtain connectivity, such as through tax incentives, and sanction the use of license-free radio spectrum. 

The private sector needs to collaborate with the scientific community in developing appropriate products for the rural market while financial institutions and donor agencies need to be more supportive of these technologies and the use of small-scale solutions. Effective projects will also require a high level of community participation to adapt new technologies to local conditions. 

The other members of the Task Force are energy, ICT and development experts and include representatives from the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) Switzerland; Winrock International, USA; Massachussettes Institute of Technology (MIT), USA; Kumasi Institute of Technology and Environment (KITE), Ghana; United Nations Industrial Development Organization; an independent consultant Mark A. Foster (MAFA), USA; and Mike Jensen, South Africa. 

Information & Communication Technology and Renewable Energy for Sustainable Rural Development 

A United Nations Environment Programme Task Force on Information & Communication Technology and Renewable Energy for Sustainable Rural Development conducted its third meeting at the Neko Tech Center in Ada, Ghana. 

Building upon its work in Paris, Delhi, and on-going field work from Africa, Asia, and Latin America, the Task Force found that: 

* Renewable energy enables rapid deployment of reliable affordable electricity in rural areas, a prerequisite for accelerated national development; 

* Information and communications technologies are essential to enhancing rural health, education, government, entertainment and enterprise, and to participating actively in the global economy; and 

* Deployed in harmony, renewable energy and information/communication technology mutually reinforce the cost effective deployment of basic infrastructure and enable new livelihoods, social empowerment, and environmental security. 

The Task Force identified the following critical action items to catalyze the deployment of sustainable rural communications and renewable energy systems: 

1. Governments need to rationalise regulations imposed on these emerging sectors that have stifled the development of local entrepreneurship. For example, governments have found that license free use of wireless spectrum bands has allowed rapid development and deployment of communications systems. In other instances, governments have refrained from taxing emerging technologies to enable accelerated development and deployment of service; 

2. Governments should make it financially attractive for small-scale initiatives (individuals, community-based initiatives) to succeed by introducing fiscal incentives and promoting start-up finance and capacity building for rural communities and enterprises; 

3. Academic and research institutions need to work in collaboration with the private sector to develop effective low cost, durable, renewable energy and energy efficient information and communication technologies that are designed for use in rural areas; and 

4. Financial institutions and donor agencies should provide new financial instruments to support community based initiatives and social enterprises that adopt new technologies and develop sustainable livelihoods. 

5. Governments can lead the way in the creation of markets by using their procurement practices to promote the production and diffusion of innovative renewable energy and information and communication technologies. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Xinhua News Agency

March 20, 2004, Saturday

Regulation protects wetland in largest freshwater lake

DATELINE: NANCHANG, March 20

BODY:
A regulation went into effect Saturday in east China's Jiangxi Province for the protection of the wetland in and around Poyang Lake, the country's largest freshwater lake.

The regulation provided a legal basis for the province to protect wetlands, dubbed the "kidneys of the earth", said Yan Jinliang, director of the provincial forestry administration.

"It will hopefully be a reference for the entire country in wetland protection," he said. 

The regulation includes clauses on an annual spring fishing ban on the lake and protection of wintering birds. It also bans grassland destruction, wildlife poaching, and sand and stone digging around the wetland.

"Most of the clauses were proposed by the local residents and have been included in the regulation after they were proven effective," said Yan.

The regulation, formulated in November 2003, requires the Jiangxi Provincial People's Government to set up coordination departments to organize and supervise relevant departments and raise funds to utilize and protect the wetland around Poyang Lake.

Jiangxi is the second province to regulate wetland protection following the northernmost Heilongjiang Province in August 2003.

The wetland ecological system is one of the three main ecological systems on the planet, along with forests and oceans.

According to figures released by the United Nations Environment Program, one hectare of wetland can create an annual production value of 14,000 US dollars, much greater than tropical forests or cropland.

However, in the past half century, wetlands around the globe have been deteriorating owing to farm enclosure and grave environmental pollution.

Covering an area of 5,000 sq km in the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, China's longest river, the Poyang Lake wetland is listed as one of the most crucial wetlands in the world.

Each winter, the lake receives more than 300,000 migrant birds in 116 varieties, including 3,900 Siberian white cranes -- 95 percent of the world's total -- and other rare species such as hooded cranes and white-naped cranes.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC Monitoring International Reports 
March 20, 2004 

China enacts regulation to protect wetlands around largest freshwater lake 
 (New China News Agency) 

Nanchang, 20 March: A regulation went into effect Saturday (20 March) in east China's Jiangxi Province for the protection of the wetland in and around Poyang Lake, the country's largest freshwater lake. The regulation provided a legal basis for the province to protect wetlands, dubbed the "kidneys of the earth", said Yan Jinliang, director of the provincial forestry administration. "It will hopefully be a reference for the entire country in wetland protection," he said. The regulation includes clauses on an annual spring fishing ban on the lake and protection of wintering birds. It also bans grassland destruction, wildlife poaching, and sand and stone digging around the wetland. "Most of the clauses were proposed by the local residents and have been included in the regulation after they were proven effective," said Yan. 

The regulation, formulated in November 2003, requires the Jiangxi Provincial People's Government to set up coordination departments to organize and supervise relevant departments and raise funds to utilize and protect the wetland around Poyang Lake. Jiangxi is the second province to regulate wetland protection following the northernmost Heilongjiang Province in August 2003. 

The wetland ecological system is one of the three main ecological systems on the planet, along with forests and oceans. According to figures released by the United Nations Environment Programme, one hectare of wetland can create an annual production value of 14,000 US dollars, much greater than tropical forests or cropland. However, in the past half century, wetlands around the globe have been deteriorating owing to farm enclosure and grave environmental pollution. 

Covering an area of 5,000 sq.km in the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, China's longest river, the Poyang Lake wetland is listed as one of the most crucial wetlands in the world. Each winter, the lake receives more than 300,000 migrant birds in 116 varieties, including 3,900 Siberian white cranes - 95 per cent of the world's total - and other rare species such as hooded cranes and white-naped cranes.

__________________________________________________________________
ENS

CITES Gets Tough With Ivory Traders 

GENEVA, Switzerland, March 19, 2004 (ENS) - South Africa, Namibia and Botswana have still not been given the green light to sell a total of 60 tons of stockpiled elephant ivory. The three countries had hoped they would be given permission to sell the ivory legally by the 50th Standing Committee for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) that concluded a week-long session in Geneva today. But the sale was held up until a list of conditions is met, and meanwhile CITES took steps to end the domestic ivory markets within all African countries. 

In November 2002, CITES gave permission to South Africa, Namibia and Botswana to sell their stockpiles of ivory tusks that were confiscated or gathered from elephants that died naturally, but not before May 2004 and not until certain conditions had been met. 

There is opposition among CITES member governments to these legal ivory sales. Other elephant range states, led by Kenya, resolved earlier this month that the CITES conditions must be met before the ivory sale is allowed to proceed. Uganda, Ethiopia, Mali, Cameroon, Tunisia and Ghana were parties to this decision. 

These countries fear that legal ivory sales will mask illegal ivory trading and poaching of their elephant populations will increase. 

This older elephant has survived with tusks intact. (Photo credit unknown)
Before the sale can go ahead, a system to monitor elephant poaching must be in place. That system is called Monitoring the Illegal Killing of Elephants (MIKE), and it still has not reported to the CITES Secretariat on elephant population and poaching numbers that are needed to determine whether poaching of elephants and illegal sales of ivory increase after legal sales take place. 

The elephant range states have not provided MIKE with that information, said Kenya in a document submitted to the Standing Committee, so asked thatelephant range states make these reports available 60 days before the next committee meeting 

"It is worrying," Kenya said, "that elephant mortality data from range states have not been availed to MIKE Technical Advisory group for scrutiny even from range states that have been implementing the system since 1999." 

"The Standing Committee must insist that those countries submitting ivory trade proposal, must have submitted their elephant mortality proposal to MIKE Central Coordination Unit for scrutiny and annual reports from MIKE Central Coordinating Committee circulated to other range states," Kenya said. 

Next, a trading partner must be identified that will buy the ivory in a single shipment "under strict supervision of the Secretariat." Botswana has 20,000 kilograms of ivory to sell, Namibia seeks to sell 10,000 kilos, and South Africa has 30,000 kilos for sale. 

Once a trading partner has been identified, the Secretariat should provide details to the Standing Committee on how it will strictly supervise the shipment. "It is assumed that the Secretariat will be present both when the shipments are consigned and when they arrive at their final destination," Kenya said. 

Another condition of the sale is that the proceeds must be used exclusively for elephant conservation and community conservation and development programs within or adjacent to the elephant range. 

But this ivory sale is the second one that CITES has permitted, and Kenya expressed concern that two of the applicant countries for the sale under current consideration - Botswana and Namibia - have not provided an official audit to the Standing Committee on the use of the proceeds from the previous sale in 1999. Zimbabwe has not provided this information from the 1999 sale either, but it is not involved in the current ivory sale. 

Kenya said the Standing Committee "should request and receive such a satisfactory detailed, official audit from Botswana and Namibia, demonstrating that proceeds of the 1999 auction were used exclusively for elephant conservation, before allowing additional ivory exports from those Parties under this condition." 

Each exporting country should be verified to have to set up a conservation trust fund, into which all revenues from ivory stockpile sales must be deposited and which is managed through a Board of independent Trustees, Kenya said. A representative of the CITES Secretariat should sit on such Boards, so as to facilitate reports back to the Standing Committee. 

Kenya cautioned the applicant countries that their planned ivory sale might still be blocked. "On a proposal from the Secretariat, the Standing Committee can decide to cause this trade to partially or completely cease in the event of non-compliance by exporting or importing countries, or in the case of proven detrimental impacts of the trade on other elephant populations." 

Meanwhile, another African country has requested CITES permission to legally sell a stockpile of elephant ivory. The government of Burundi made a written submission to sell 16,437 tusks - amounting to 87,562.5 kilos of ivory - a stockpile larger than that of all the three other countries together. 

Burundi says this ivory was imported into the country in 1987 before the ban on international trade in elephant ivory was imposed by CITES in 1989. 

"The Burundi Government is very concerned about the large ivory stockpiles that are on its territory and wishes to find, in collaboration with CITES, a final and constructive solution to this recurrent problem," the request states. 

Burundi says its situation is "exceptional" because the country does not produce ivory and is "not at all familiar with the ivory trade." Ivory no longer passes through Burundi, as Burundi strictly observes the CITES rules against international trade. 

This would be a one-time sale, and Burundi government invited MIKE, through the CITES Secretariat, to come to Burundi as soon as possible to carry out an inventory of the stock of seized ivory. 

"Such a stock of ivory, worth so much, causes feelings of covetousness in a country where security remains a factor which is not yet back under control, even after the war. The State of Burundi is being pursued by the private owners for the confiscation of their ivory which was carried out illegally in 1987," the request states. 

The CITES Secretariat expressed its own concerns on another ivory trading issue - that of CITES member countries with a domestic ivory carving industry and internal ivory trade whose own laws do not allow them to control this trade. 

A draft workplan was proposed at the Standing Committee, which will now be discussed and further developed at a meeting of all African Elephant range States if funding for the work is secured. 

Cameroon, China, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Japan, Nigeria, Thailand, Uganda and the United States are cited as Parties whose measures the Secretariat must assess. 

After analyzing the situation in all these countries, the Secretariat said it is most concerned about Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti and Nigeria. China was commended for cracking down on ivory traders. 

The Secretariat recognized that the United States is "committed to combating illegal trade in ivory," and has made "significant seizures of ivory that was being illegally imported" and investigated "suspicious domestic sales." But the United States does not have all the regulatory measures required under the treaty. The Secretariat has written seeking an action plan, and is awaiting a response. 

Any "exploitation of ivory" from elephants listed as endangered on CITES Appendix I is "completely incompatible" with the listing, the Secretariat said. 

For Africa, a continent-wide approach needs to be adopted "to bring a halt to once and for all the illegal trade in ivory" at the source, the Secretariat said. It is asking that all African countries with a domestic ivory trade agree to halt all domestic sales of ivory - raw, semi-worked or worked. 

African carved ivory tusk (Photo credit unknown)
These countries should introduce legislation making domestic sale of ivory illegal, placing the onus of providing proof of lawful possession upon any person found in possession of ivory for the purpose of transfer, sale, offer for sale, exchange, import or export of or of transporting it for such purposes, the Secretariat said. 

All law enforcement and border control agencies should be instructed to enforce existing or new legislation rigorously, and public awareness campaigns publicizing existing or new bans on ivory sales should begin immediately. 

The Secretariat asked for a report on the implementation of all these measures by the end of this year. 

Meanwhile, the Secretariat will publicize the halting of domestic ivory sales in Africa through contacting relevant organizations such as airlines and IATA. It will also, via ICPO-Interpol and the World Customs Organization, communicate with the heads of police and Customs authorities in Africa, advising them of this initiative. 

In early 2005, the Secretariat will undertake work, including verification missions, to assess Parties’ implementation of these measures. Priority will be given to those Parties that are identified during research by the Secretariat and through other appropriate sources of information to be actively engaged in trade in ivory - Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti and Nigeria. 

If they are found in violation, CITES can issue a notification to all Parties advising that all commercial trade in specimens of CITES listed species should not take place with the Party in question. 

Conservation groups expressed support for CITES plan to stamp out domestic ivory trading. WWF and TRAFFIC welcomed the recommendations adopted by the CITES Standing Committee meeting to develop a detailed workplan aimed at halting uncontrolled domestic sales of ivory in Africa. They believe that the presence of these ivory markets "directly fuels the illegal killing of elephants and undermines conservation efforts for the species throughout Africa." 

The International Fund for Animal Welfare was pleased with the CITES move to put an end to domestic ivory sales. "IFAW commends the Standing Committee's recommendations with respect to tightening up mechanisms to control domestic ivory markets and the determination of detrimental impact resulting from trade or decisions around trade," said Peter Pueschel, IFAW's program manager on wildlife trade. 

"It is imperative that stringent conditions for trade and verification of those conditions are met by both the export and import countries before any ivory trade proceeds." 

"Compounded by the lack of domestic legislative, regulatory and enforcement control in both Asian and African countries," Pueschel said, "any form of legal trade provides cover for the trafficking of illegal ivory from threatened populations of wild elephants." 

TRAFFIC and WWF said they hope that the final workplan will include strong actions to address the problem of uncontrolled domestic ivory markets, which have been shown to be the main driving force behind the illicit trade in elephant ivory internationally. This would allow African countries to act together as a continent and support each other in their efforts to curtail this trade. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Mixed effects as global warming treaty turns 10 

By JEFF NESMITH
 Published on: 03/20/04

WASHINGTON -- The 10th anniversary of the world's first treatyon global warming is today, its main provisions ignored by the United States and most other countries.
 
Although it is an obscure document, the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change contains specific requirements for reduction in greenhouse gases.
 
The treaty was signed by President George Bush at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The agreement went into effect after Portugal became the 50th country to ratify it on March 21, 1994.
 
Among other provisions, countries agree to return their output of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases to 1990 levels.
 
"I have grave doubts that the United States is in compliance with its obligations under this treaty," said Gustave Speth, dean of the Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies.
 
"It specifically obligates signers, including the United States, to get moving and start dealing with this issue," Speth added. "But they are not."
 
Speth, former director of the U.N. Development Program, warns in a new book, "Red Sky at Morning," that in spite of all the international negotiations and agreements of the past two decades, efforts to protect Earth's environment are not succeeding.
 
"Time is running out," said Speth, who served as chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality under President Jimmy Carter. "We are on the verge of reaping an appalling deterioration of our natural assets."
 
But some advocates of government action to control the buildup of greenhouse gases take heart in the public discussion that has followed the framework treaty and the ill-fated Kyoto Protocol, which grew out of it.
 
"I think the whole view has changed profoundly," said Rafe Pomerance, who in the mid-1970s became the first environmental activist to devote his full time to the twin issues of global warming and ozone depletion.
 
"It wasn't clear to the public 10 years ago that this was a problem," said Pomerance, president of the Climate Policy Center in Washington. "I think the whole view has changed profoundly. The framework convention was part of building that consciousness."
 
Eileen Claussen, president of the Pew Center on Global Climate Change, agreed.
 
"You have to look at it two ways," she said. "Have we made a lot of progress toward the goals of the convention? I think the answer is no.
 
"But have we begun to seriously think about how to do this? Yes," she said. "Many governments have started to take action, and many in the business community have made major changes in the way they look at this issue."
 
The Pew Center and the Aspen Institute last week jointly published a report in which representatives of energy, mining and automobile industries and environmental and consumer organizations agreed that a mandatory greenhouse gas reduction program could be both effective and politically feasible.
 
To be sure, adamant opponents of action on global warming remain. Fred Smith, who heads the Competitive Enterprise Institute, called the framework "the first misstep on the road to global poverty."
 
"There's no real threat from climate per se to a wealthy, technologically adroit world," Smith said, adding that restrictions like the framework convention and the Kyoto Protocol would stand in the way of economic development that could enable poor countries to cope with climate change.
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kyodo

03/21/2004 20:29:34

U.S. wants exemption in ozone-depleting pesticide pact

BC-US-Pesticide

U.S. wants exemption in ozone-depleting pesticide pact+

WASHINGTON, March 21 (Kyodo) _ The United States has asked

parties to a global accord for protecting ozone depletion that it be

exempted and allowed to increase its ozone-depleting pesticides by 23-30%

over the next two years, U.S. government sources said Sunday.

The request to parties of the international conference of the Montreal

Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer concerns methyl bromide,

which is expected to be completely abolished in developed countries late

this year.

Methyl bromide is used to sterilize soil and has great destructive effects

on the ozone layer.

The complete elimination of methyl bromide is the second-most important

measure in protecting the ozone layer next to the complete elimination of

chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). The ozone layer protects the Earth's surface

from the sun's ultraviolet rays.

If the parties accept U.S. arguments that development of an alternative to

methyl bromide has been delayed, it will be a great setback to international

efforts to reducing ozone-depleting substances that have been promoted since

the protocol was ratified in 1989.

Parties to the Montreal Protocol will discuss the matter during an

extraordinary meeting in Canada starting Wednesday.

Reacting to the U.S. move, the European Union appears set to urge the U.S.

to retract its request. The Japanese government has questioned whether the

request is absolutely necessary.

The protocol has a provision allowing such an exemption if ''the parties

decide to permit the level of production or consumption that is necessary to

satisfy uses agreed by them to be critical uses.''

The U.S. government intends to increase use of methyl bromide in 2005 by 30%

to some 9,930 tons from about 7,660 tons, and by 23% to 9,430 tons in 2006.

The U.S. had also made the request last year, but the decision was put off

until the meeting this month. The requested volume of the U.S. for this year

has also increased.

The Montreal Protocol restricts the manufacture and use of ozone-depleting

compounds, such as CFCs and halons. It has been amended five times to

tighten restrictions and promote the protection of the ozone layer.

Methyl bromide is supposed to be eliminated by late 2004 in developed

countries and by late 2014 in developing nations. 
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BBC

Oceans need protection, MPs urge 
Urgent government action is needed to protect the sea's environment, an all party committee of MPs has said. 
Ocean floors and biodiversity are being damaged through human activities, says the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee. 

It is calling for laws to be updated and for a cabinet sub-committee to be established to oversee marine issues. 

The MPs say they are particularly concerned over the lack of knowledge on the effects of deep sea trawling. 

The MPs said the government must ensure work carried out in universities and research institutions that underpins scientific understanding of marine ecosystems can continue. 

Sea pollution 
Data management should be improved so that best use can be made of existing information. 

The marine environment... needs government protection 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee 

The MPs said: "On land, people can see the impact of human activities on the environment. 

"But at sea, pollution, damage to fish stocks, degradation of habitats and declines in biodiversity are less immediately apparent." 

Committee chairman Michael Jack MP said "The report highlights the complexity of the issues which affect policy towards the marine environment which needs government protection, as far as the seas around the United Kingdom are concerned. 

"But this will not be achieved unless the government creates a much improved mechanism to ensure all the departments that have both an interest and a responsibility in this area, work together much more effectively than at present." 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

C02 Hits Record Levels, Researchers Find
By CHARLES J. HANLEY, AP Special Correspondent 
MAUNA LOA OBSERVATORY, Hawaii - Carbon dioxide, the gas largely blamed for global warming, has reached record-high levels in the atmosphere after growing at an accelerated pace in the past year, say scientists monitoring the sky from this 2-mile-high station atop a Hawaiian volcano. 

	


AP Photo 



	
	 


The reason for the faster buildup of the most important "greenhouse gas" will require further analysis, the U.S. government experts say. 

"But the big picture is that CO2 is continuing to go up," said Russell Schnell, deputy director of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's climate monitoring laboratory in Boulder, Colo., which operates the Mauna Loa Observatory on the island of Hawaii. 

Carbon dioxide, mostly from burning of coal, gasoline and other fossil fuels, traps heat that otherwise would radiate into space. Global temperatures increased by about 1 degree Fahrenheit (0.6 degrees Celsius) during the 20th century, and international panels of scientists sponsored by world governments have concluded that most of the warming probably was due to greenhouse gases. 

The climatologists forecast continued temperature rises that will disrupt the climate, cause seas to rise and lead to other unpredictable consequences — unpredictable in part because of uncertainties in computer modeling of future climate. 

Before the industrial age and extensive use of fossil fuels, the concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere stood at about 280 parts per million, scientists have determined. 

Average readings at the 11,141-foot Mauna Loa Observatory, where carbon dioxide density peaks each northern winter, hovered around 379 parts per million on Friday, compared with about 376 a year ago. 

That year-to-year increase of about 3 parts per million is considerably higher than the average annual increase of 1.8 parts per million over the past decade, and markedly more accelerated than the 1-part-per-million annual increase recorded a half-century ago, when observations were first made here. 

Asked to explain the stepped-up rate, climatologists were cautious, saying data needed to be further evaluated. But Asia immediately sprang to mind. 

"China is taking off economically and burning a lot of fuel. India, too," said Pieter Tans, a prominent carbon-cycle expert at NOAA's Boulder lab. 

Another leading climatologist, Ralph Keeling, whose father, Charles D. Keeling, developed methods for measuring carbon dioxide, noted that the rate "does fluctuate up and down a bit," and said it was too early to reach conclusions. But he added: "People are worried about `feedbacks.' We are moving into a warmer world." 

He explained that warming itself releases carbon dioxide from the ocean and soil. By raising the gas's level in the atmosphere, that in turn could increase warming, in a "positive feedback," said Keeling, of San Diego's Scripps Institution of Oceanography. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change projects that, if unchecked, atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations by 2100 will range from 650 to 970 parts per million. As a result, the panel estimates, average global temperature would probably rise by 1.4 to 5.8 degrees Celsius (2.7 and 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit) between 1990 and 2100. 

The 1997 Kyoto Protocol (news - web sites) would oblige ratifying countries to reduce carbon dioxide emissions according to set schedules, to minimize potential global warming. The pact has not taken effect, however. 

The United States, the world's biggest carbon dioxide emitter, signed the agreement but did not ratify it, and the Bush administration has since withdrawn U.S. support, calling instead for voluntary emission reductions by U.S. industry and more scientific research into climate change. 

___ 
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UNEP in the news

GMEF to focus on water, sanitation for billions 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Delivering safe and sufficient water to over one billion people and providing better sanitation services for nearly two-and-half billion people will take centre stage at the Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF) meeting scheduled 29 March in Jeju, South Korea. In a statement issued here Thursday, the UN Environmental Programme  (UNEP) said dust storms and the growing number of 'dead zones' in the world's seas and oceans will also be among the issues facing delegates attending the Forum and the Special Session of the Governing Council of the UNEP.  The meeting will also focus on human settlements, including air pollution in so-called mega cities, the release said.  Environmental threats to small island developing states and opportunities for delivering sustainable development to these fragile and vulnerable nations will be on the three-day agenda. Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said it was right and appropriate that Asia was hosting its first GMEF. With Asia's economic growth now a major factor in the global economy, it is important that resources and responsibility also shift to address the environmental legacy that is being created, he added.  He emphasized that "Water and sanitation are among the key issues on our agenda in Jeju, taking forward the Millennium Development Goals and World Summit on Sustainable Development's Plan of Implementation. "Human settlements, with all their complex relationships to people and the natural world, are also high on our agenda. So I am delighted that we will be joined by Mrs. Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director of UN-HABITAT, which, like UNEP, is headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya," Toepfer noted. Among several other events being held during the GMEF, which will be attended by close to 100 ministers and delegations from over 120 countries, will be one on the dust and sand storms that are a significant health, economic and environmental threat in the region and beyond.  The GMEF will be preceded by the fifth Global Civil Society Forum, at which 200 representatives from the non-governmental sector will examine the same agenda issues and inform the ministerial meeting of their views.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng034895&dte=19/03/2004
General environment news

UN Climate Change Convention is 10 years old 

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Almost US$10 billion has been channeled to climate change projects in poor countries since the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change entered into force 10 years ago. Poor countries are the most vulnerable to the impacts of the phenomenon, whose scale is measured in centuries, says a news release issued Friday by the UN Climate Change secretariat. According to the statement, significant progress has been achieved in the decade since the convention came into force. "The issue of climate change has been placed firmly on local, national and international agendas, in the forefront of public and media scrutiny, and in the strategies of a growing number of businesses. "Institutions and processes have been put in place to enable the world's governments to take action, to coordinate those steps, and to measure the results," it adds. The Convention has also served as an important market signal, helping new technologies to emerge. The secretariat cited the increase in the use of wind energy, efficient industrial processes, the entry of hybrid vehicles into the marketplace, and investments in breakthrough technologies involving hydrogen use and carbon capture as some of the successes. It regrets that, for most individual countries, emissions of greenhouse gases are now increasing. Atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide, a key measure of long-term success, have increased about 5 per cent in the past decade. "All countries must carry out more intensive efforts to limit future emissions, with developed countries taking a clear lead," says the commemorative statement. "The global fight against climate change is a vast undertaking that will require sustained global citizenship and vision for decades to come. It is only if these efforts are truly re-energized "will we place our societies on more secure footing, and avert the calamities that the world's best science tells us lie ahead if we continue on our present course," concludes the release.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng034947&dte=19/03/2004
Niger ratifies Kyoto protocol 

Niamey, Niger (PANA) - The Niger National Assembly passed a bill Thursday authorizing the government to ratify the Kyoto Protocol on climatic changes signed in 1997. The protocol targets a 5.2-percent reduction in global greenhouse gas emissions between 2008 and 2012, with a view to bringing them down to the level of 1990. The National Assembly endorsed the instrument on grounds that its ratification would enable Niger access multilateral funding on sustainable development and the transfer of technology.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng034799&dte=20/03/2004
Uganda to ban hazardous automobiles, leaded fuel 

Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - The authorities in Kampala have indicated an imminent ban on the importation of vehicles that pose a threat to the environment. "Second-hand vehicles would be most affected by the move aimed at improving the quality of air in especially urban areas," National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) Executive director Aryamanya Mugisha said. "We are formulating a regulation that will spell out the minimum standard emission from motor vehicles. It will be in place by September this year," Mugisha told PANA. Once effected, the new regulation will see vetting done at the port of entry, with rejected vehicles being returned to their source. Mugisha said the Government also planned to stop fuel companies from importing and selling leaded gasoline, adding that the measure was still under debate. A scientist in a local oil company argued that leaded fuel was good for used cars, which are in the majority in Uganda. He said leaded fuel was more effective in lubricating old engines, whereas unleaded fuel burns outs faster, hence was too costly for the average Ugandan motorist.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng034785&dte=20/03/2004
CITES maintains ivory trade ban in Southern Africa 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The Standing Committee for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species  (CITES) has desisted from allowing three southern African countries from selling their stockpiles of 60 tones of ivory, as had been agreed in November 2002. "CITIES has discussed the issues (and) the agreement is that there is still a lot of work to do before South Africa, Namibia and Botswana would be allowed to sell the 60 tones of stockpiled ivory," says a press released from the International Fund for Animal Welfare  (IFAW) obtained in Nairobi. In November 2002, CITES had given permission to the three southern African states to sell their 60 tones ivory stockpiles, but not before May 2004. The Standing Committee decision comes on the heels of strong opposition by seven African range states to allow any trade in ivory, out of fear that this could lead to increased poaching. Early this month, Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Mali, Cameroon, Tunisia and Ghana unanimously agreed that the conditions for the sale of the stockpiled 60 tones of ivory must be met before this is allowed to proceed. Peter Pueschel, IFAW's Program Manager on Wildlife Trade lauded the CITES decision, saying it would go along way in assisting the conservation of there world's endangered species. Meanwhile, in a new report titled "Elephants on the High Street", IFAW revealed that even in developed countries with relatively strong enforcement capabilities and resources, the illegal trade in ivory was still flourishing. Current statistics indicate only about 400,000 elephants still exist in African countries and 35,000 to 50,000 in Asia. The African elephant population had in 1989 dropped by over 50 percent over the figure in the early 1970s due to severe poaching.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng035073&dte=21/03/2004
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UN or UNEP in the news

World water day - Diversion of atmospheric water
A considerable stupidity?
Md. Saeedur Rahman
The Daily Star, Bangladesh, March 22, 2004 - The Mars had water and is believed to had once been favourable for supporting life, the US scientists, in the recent days, confirmed from data sent by the rover Spirit. The Earth has water and that it may disappear so is the global concern of this century (?).
…World Resources, a publication of the United Nations Environment Programme, the World Bank and the World Resources Institute, has a dire warning that the world's thirst for water is likely to become one of the most pressing resource issues of the 21st century. In some cases, water diversions are so high, relative to supply, that surface water supplies are literally shrinking and groundwater reserves are being depleted faster than they can be recharged by precipitation. The hydrological relationship between groundwater,…
http://www.thedailystar.net/2004/03/22/d403221501125.htm
Regulation protects wetland in largest freshwater lake
Xinhua – China, March 20, 2004 - NANCHANG, March 20 (Xinhuanet) -- A regulation went into effect Saturday in east China's Jiangxi Province for the protection of the wetland in and around Poyang Lake, the country's largest freshwater lake.
…According to figures released by the United Nations Environment Program, one hectare of wetland can create an annual production value of 14,000 US dollars, much greater than tropical forests or cropland.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-03/20/content_1376098.htm 

UN urges Russia to save climate plan1

ABC Online – Australia, March 20, 2004 - The United Nations has renewed calls for Russia to salvage a landmark plan to curb global warming, 10 years after governments agreed to fight a rise in temperatures threatening life on the planet. 
…Klaus Toepfer, the head of the UN Environment Program, urged the United States and opponents of Kyoto in Russia to reconsider their belief that Kyoto is an economic straitjacket. 
"The Kyoto protocol is not a recipe for economic disaster," he said. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s1070164.htm 

***************************

UNEP China Office’s input to ROAP news update – 22 March 2004

General Environment News

Sustainable growth emerges at forum
People’s Daily 2004-3-22

In spite of a 9.1 per cent growth rate last year, the Chinese economy has been so far largely driven by high investment input and big consumption of resources, while economic efficiency and the recycling of resources have remained very low, said State Development and Reform Commission Minister Ma Kai. "We have to adopt a scientific development ideology and try to build an efficient national economic system," he said. That requires deeper economic restructuring, readjustment of the government's functions and exertion of the market mechanism. 

Ma said that authorities are also brewing reforms on financial, fiscal and investment systems and the price formation scheme to make them fit better into the environment of the market economy. 

The State Council is also drafting a document to promote development of the private economy, which will give the private sector further stimulation, he said, declining to elaborate further. 

The Chinese economy is at a crossroads now. It is the right time to propose sustainable economic growth and a people-oriented development ideology which can help solve existing problems, said State Council Development and Research Centre Director Wang Mengkui. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-03/22/content_316762.htm
Three Gorges Dam Project sparks new relocation

Xinhuanet 2004-3-22

China still has to move another 350,000 people out of the Three Gorges area in the coming six years to make way for the world's most gigantic hydroelectric project, migration officials said.   A total of 1.17 million people, among whom 820,000 have been resettled, have to move out of their homes in the reservoir areas in Southwest China's Chongqing Municipality and its neighboring Hubei Province before the Three Gorges Dam project is completed in 2009. The central government has allocated 4 billion yuan (US$482 million) in a special compensation fund earmarked to build new houses and enterprises and infrastructure facilities for the migrants in 2004 as about 114,510 people have to be resettled this year, mostly in Chongqing. 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-03/22/content_1377570.htm
ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP in the News

Le Figaro, 19 mars : La CITES prend mesures sans précédentes contre commerce d'Ivoire en Afrique

GENEVE (AFP) - Les membres de la Convention sur le commerce international des espèces de faune et de flore sauvages menacées d'extinction (CITES), qui se réunissent du 15 au 19 mars à Genève, se sont mis d'accord sur des mesures sans précédentes pour stopper le commerce d'Ivoire en l'Afrique…

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040318211801.xit9j2tn.html
Le Figaro, 19 mars :Accès à l'eau: des milliards de dollars gaspillés, selon l'ONU

PARIS (AFP) - Des milliards de dollars sont investis depuis 30 ans dans l'eau et l'assainissement pratiquement en pure perte dans les pays en voie de développement, selon un rapport de l'ONU, qui réclame un changement drastique de méthode. 

"De l'Inde à la Bolivie et du Kenya au Népal, on peut trou
ver les traces de dizaines de programmes aujourd'hui disparus, et qui n'ont produit qu'une infime partie des bienfaits escomptés", relève le rapport publié jeudi par une agence spécialisée des Nations Unies, le Conseil de concertation pour l'approvisionnement en eau et l'assainissement ("Wash" en anglais), à l'occasion de la Journée mondiale de l'eau le 22 mars.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/040318143616.rml92pks.html
Libération, 19 mars : Des milliards déversés sans efficacité
Une agence des Nations unies a réuni des témoignages critiques sur l'aide apportée aux pays en développement.

Des dollars jetés à l'eau et de l'eau propre qui manque cruellement dans les pays en développement. Pourquoi, malgré les milliards investis depuis trente ans, les résultats sont-ils si maigres ? 1,1 milliard de personnes n'a toujours pas accès à l'eau potable et 2,4 milliards vivent sans toilettes ni égouts. Ce qui provoque la mort de 2,2 millions de personnes par an. «Ce n'est pas uniquement une question de moyens, les échecs sont dus à la manière dont les opérations ont été menées, et dont les populations locales n'ont pas été associées : on livre des solutions toutes faites à des habitants qui ne participent pas au processus et ne se l'approprient pas», explique Myriam Sidibe, experte en assainissement à Dakar.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=187410
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Michéle Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

Good Afternoon.

It’s nice to have Michéle Montas back, the Spokeswoman for the President of the General Assembly.  There are some important things happening in the Assembly and we thought you should be updated.

**Kosovo -- Update/1
The UN Mission in Kosovo, reports that the situation there has calmed down in comparison to the previous two days, but the situation remains extremely volatile.  KFOR has deployed more troops –- from the UK, US and France –- and their presence is being felt.

While there are still reports of clashes in various parts of the region, these are on a smaller scale –- however there are still reports of looting and unrest.  UN Police report that the violence has left at least 28 people dead, and between 500 and 600 injured, 55 of them KFOR soldiers.

In the last two days, 110 Serb houses have been burned and 16 churches have been destroyed, six of them yesterday.

Harri Holkeri, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, has been talking with politicians both in Kosovo and in Belgrade, urging them to help calm the situation.

** Kosovo -- Update/2
On the humanitarian front:  The UN High Commissioner for Refugees has welcomed the deployment of additional NATO troops to Kosovo, hoping that this’ll help put an end to violence and destruction of property. 

Over the past two days, at least 1,000 minority members –- mostly Serbs, from Gnjilan, Pristina and Pec/Peja areas –- have been evacuated to safety by KFOR troops.  Many of those people’s homes have been torched by angry crowds, and churches have also been set on fire. 

UNHCR, alongside other organizations, is trying to deliver some aid to the evacuees.  However, there’s little they can do as all movement in Kosovo has been halted due to security concerns.  We have a press release from HCR.

**SG talks to the press
The Secretary-General was joined by his special envoy Lakhdar Brahimi on entering the building this morning, and they spoke to the press together.

The Secretary-General said he had replied to yesterday’s letters from the Iraqi Governing Council and the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) advising them that he intended to send a team headed by Mr. Brahimi back to Baghdad.

The first thing Mr. Brahimi would do on his return, he said in response to a question, would be to talk to the Iraqis now that they’ve had time to digest his first report regarding elections to see how he could help them.

“Security is still a constraint”, he said, but he added that he was relying on the Governing Council and the CPA to assure the security of the team that goes in.

A journalist asked Mr. Brahimi whether the fact that L. Paul Bremer had to apply pressure on the Iraqi Governing Council to send the letter dampened his enthusiasm.  Brahimi replied, “We are not dying to go to Iraq.  If the UN is not needed, he said, “that is perfect from our point of view”.  But, he added, he thought that Iraqis both within the Governing Council and outside it are overwhelmingly demanding that the UN play a role.

Some US officials, a journalist said, claimed that if the UN did not support the war it would be irrelevant.  He asked how the Secretary-General felt a year later.

The Secretary-General said he did not accept the idea that because the Security Council did not vote for the war the UN was going to be irrelevant.  The events since then, he said, have indicated that the UN does have a role to play.  That’s an affirmation, he concluded, of Member States trust and belief in the Organization.

On another subject, the Secretary-General was asked for an update on the UN investigation into the “oil-for-food” programme in Iraq.  He replied that he has been in discussion with members of the Security Council for some time on the scope and the extent of the investigation, which he said would have to be independent.  “I don’t think we need to have our reputation impugned”, he asserted.  “It is highly possible that there’ve been quite a lot of wrongdoing, but we need to investigate and get to see who was responsible…”

“We will go ahead full-speed on our own staff,” he concluded, “and hopefully it can be expanded in other areas.”

**Haiti
The Secretary-General's Special Adviser for Haiti, Reginald Dumas, met yesterday with the Chief of the Organization of American States’ Special Mission in Haiti, Mr. David Lee.  They reviewed the ongoing work of the OAS in Haiti and the possibilities for cooperation between the UN and the OAS.   

Mr. Dumas later met with a group of donors and representatives of the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank.

This morning he and Hocine Medili, who is heading the UN assessment mission, attended a meeting between interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue and the heads of the agencies comprising the UN system in Haiti.

As we speak, Mr. Medili is meeting with representatives of Haitian women's organizations.  Topics of discussion at this meeting include peace-building and gender-based violence.

The assessment mission is expected to travel outside Port-au-Prince within the next day or two.

**Sudan
The UN’s top humanitarian official in Sudan called attention to the humanitarian situation in Darfur, which is one of the worst in the world.

Since fighting between rebel groups, armed militia, and the Government of Sudan intensified roughly a year ago, the United Nations has consistently received reports of systematic raids against civilian populations.  These attacks have reportedly included the burning and looting of villages, large-scale killings, and abductions.

More than 700,000 people have been internally displaced within Darfur.  Because of violence and clearance procedures, the majority of these people have been beyond the reach of humanitarian agencies.  Roughly 110,000 have fled into neighbouring Chad, where they are able to receive UN assistance.

**Burundi
The Secretary-General, in a report on Burundi to the Security Council, says the country has never before had such an opportunity for lasting peace.  And he recommends that the Security Council consider authorizing the deployment of a multi-dimensional UN peacekeeping operation to support the peace process in that country.  Given the size and the security situation of Burundi, he says a minimum troop strength of 5,650 would be required for the military component.

The Secretary-General urges a decision, at least in principle, to be taken quickly, possibly before 2 April.  That is the day when the mandate of the African Union peacekeeping mission expires. 

The Security Council is scheduled to discuss this report on Monday in consultations.

**Security Council
The Council has nothing on its agenda for today. 

**Western Sahara –- Family visits
According to the UN refugee agency, the third round of visits is taking place today between Saharan refugees living in the Tindouf camps in Algeria and people from their home area around Laayoune in Western Sahara. 

Around 25 people will be flying in each direction on board a plane provided by the UN Mission for the Western Sahara and remaining with their relatives for five days.  

The family visits initiative was launched on 5 March after months of negotiations.  Since applications to travel far outnumber the transport capacity, UNHCR is giving priority to compassionate cases, such as people who have a close relative who is very sick and parents separated from their children.

**Madagascar –- Flash appeal
The UN is launching today a flash appeal to raise $8.7 million to help the Government of Madagascar deal with urgent relief needs following Cyclone Gafilo –- which struck Madagascar twice in the last 10 days.

        Jan Egeland, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, is urging donors to support the appeal quickly before people fall victim to poor sanitation, lack of food, or exposure to the elements.

        Cyclone Gafilo was the worst cyclone to hit the country in 20 years:  it killed 74 people and damaged more than 117,000 hectares of productive land.  Initial estimates suggest some 200 schools and 200 health centres were also damaged or destroyed.  We have copies of the flash appeal upstairs.

**UN peacekeeping operations update
An updated background note on UN peacekeeping operations is now available in my office.  It’s also on the UN Web site.  Among other basic facts contained in it, there are currently 13 peacekeeping operations with an annual budget of about $2.8 billion; some 94 countries are contributing close to 50,000 military and civilian personnel to them.  In addition, there are almost 10,000 international and local civilian staff serving in the missions.

As of 4 April the number of peacekeeping missions will rise to 14, with the addition of the UN operation in Côte d’Ivoire recently authorized by the Security Council.

**Guest at noon –- Monday
Our guest on Monday here at the noon briefing will be Catherine Bertini, the Under-Secretary-General for Management.  And she will brief you on the report on nutrition.

**Week Ahead
And we have The Week Ahead to help you with your UN coverage next week.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes?  I’ll take questions and then we’ll go to Michéle.
Questions and Answers
Question:  A point of clarification about what the Secretary-General said at the stakeout this morning.  I think he may have misspoken.  He said, “…eventually preparations for the elections next year or soon thereafter in Iraq…”.  Are we to presume that he misspoke about elections in Iraq next year or soon thereafter?

Spokesman:  I think you saw in the letter from the Iraqi Governing Council that we received yesterday that they talked about having elections no later than January 2005.  So, that’s next year.  The “soon thereafter” -- I don’t know whether he misspoke or not.  But I don’t think that’s inconsistent with the letter that we received from the Governing Council.  Mark?

Question:  I just wondered if there is any update on the accountability report on the bombing in Baghdad last year?  Just on the question of Darfur, the other thing that the UN humanitarian guy in Nairobi did was to compare the situation there saying it’s coming very close to the situation in Rwanda.  It’s that bad.  Does Kofi Annan, is he sounding an alarm that we are actually beginning to see something with Rwanda-type characteristics taking place in Darfur right now?  

Spokesman:  We have been reporting from this podium any way, rather consistently, on the situation in Darfur and I think our language has been pretty dramatic… (interrupted)

Question:  I guess the question is, if you say words like “genocide” which is what Rwanda evokes, that implies certain international legal obligations.  So, I am wondering what words the secretariat is using… (interrupted) 

Spokesman:  That word “genocide” has not been used by anyone here at Headquarters to date.  We did see that report by the local representative in the Sudan.  I’d have to check whether we’re ready to use that word here.  But I think that it’s intentional that we have not yet used it.  I think the local representative, as we have been trying to do here, has been trying to get global attention to what is widely thought to be the worst humanitarian situation on the planet right now.  So, if the world is listening, so much the better. Yes?

Question:  And, sorry, on the accountability report, any update?

Spokesman:  Nothing new on that.  The Secretary-General is continuing to consult with his senior advisers on the 38th floor.  He has nothing to say today.

Question:  Do you have any news on the black box from Washington?

Spokesman:  No.  I checked with the Office for Internal Oversight Services this morning.  They said they had no update from the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).  The last thing we told you was that ICAO had sent it out to Ottawa for further listening by experts and we haven’t heard anything yet from ICAO on the results of those inspections.  Bill?

Question:  Is the Secretary-General going to dispatch a security assessment team to Iraq within the next couple of days as the first step for Mr. Brahimi’s team?

Spokesman:  There will, of necessity, be a security assessment, but I was told by the Security Coordinator yesterday that it can be done by the security officers who are in Baghdad at the moment.  So, it will not require sending people from New York or elsewhere in the region.  It can be done rather quickly, but there is a second requirement that anyone going to that area would require training.  So, any who have not had the training would have to take it.  And that’s a two-day programme. So, you should probably assume roughly a two-day delay due to security assessment and training.

Question:  Has it been determined how large this political team will be and where it will go and what day it leave? 

Spokesman:  Not yet.

Question:  None of that?

Spokesman:  No.

Question:  Will Ms. Pirelli be involved, in addition to Brahimi?

Spokesman:  It’s my understanding that she will head the election component of the team.  And the Secretary-General has already said Mr. Brahimi will be going to head the entire team.  Apostolos?
Question:  Fred, is it possible to give us an update about the meetings or other communications the Secretary-General had on Cyprus?  These days I’ve seen some reports that he discussed Cyprus with Joschka Fischer yesterday.  He has a meeting with Solana this afternoon.  He even met some US congressmen.  I mean, there are a lot of things and we don’t have any announcement.

Spokesman:  Well, the talks that are going on now are intense, as you know.  And we’re keeping our comments to a minimum.  Kieran Prendergast, the Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, rejoined the talks for a few days and made a few comments to the press on leaving Cyprus yesterday or the day before yesterday, I forget when.  But really, we’re not saying too much.  The action is there.  The door is open.  We’re hoping that both parties as well as Greece and Turkey will keep to their commitments of the February agreement and bring this 40-year standoff to a happy conclusion so that Cyprus can join the European Union unified.  That’s our objective.  Serge?
Question:  Fred, most of the political parties in Haiti are complaining that the present government in Haiti has been done without their participation.  

Spokesman:  Is what?

Question:  The present government in Haiti has been done without their participation.  What is the position of the United Nations on that?

Spokesman:  That the present government is…?

Question:  That the political parties did not participate in the formation of the present government.     

Spokesman:  I am not going to comment on the political side of what’s happening in Haiti.  Mr. Dumas, I believe is returning to New York early next week.  We’ll see if he would come in and talk to you on his role on the political side.  We’ve reported to you the people he’s met with, but we do not have any firm position to give you on what’s going on there except that we’re trying to do everything we can to support the OAS and CARICOM to bring Haiti through this current crisis.  And the Secretary-General is committed to put together an ambitious UN operation there with a long-term commitment to try to get Haiti back on its feet.  Abdurrahim?  [He later said that Mr. Dumas now expected to stay in the region next week.]

Question:  Back on Iraq.  In the past there were concerns at the United Nations about the perception that working under the protection of the CPA that may create in people’s minds in the region.  Now that the Secretary-General is saying that he wants protection from the CPA; are we to understand from that those concerns no longer exist?

Spokesman:  Which concerns?

Question:  The concerns about the association of the UN with the CPA.

Spokesman:  Well, this morning he didn’t just say CPA; he said also the Governing Council.  So, we would be dependent on the security apparatus that’s been set up in Iraq.  Not just the foreign troops, but the newly formed Iraqi military and police.  The host country is always responsible for the security of the UN personnel working in that country.  And so we really just have to put blinders on to perceptions and say “we’re going in there with a purpose; the purpose is clear.  It’s also clear we need security support; the host country will provide it, including the occupying Powers”.  Let me take David.

Question:  Fred, in answer to one of the questions that you pointed out earlier on oil-for-food yesterday, you said that it’s highly possible that there has been quite a lot of wrongdoing; and I just want to get the context right into that.  Is he implying within the UN side of it that it’s highly possible that there has been a lot of wrongdoing?  Or was he implying in the broader context -- with governments, with companies and individuals outside of the UN?

Spokesman:  It’s the broader context.  The allegations that have appeared in the press focus on the activities of companies and to a certain extent, governments.  And we’re also aware of allegations made against our own people.  He says he would like to see a comprehensive and independent investigation of the whole shooting match.  Bill?

Question:  Concerning that, he mentioned he’d like to get Security Council agreement on, primarily, ways to expand that investigation beyond just the UN, to include governments.  But he did say not necessarily a resolution.  What kind of agreement would he want from the Council?  What form would it take? 

Spokesman:  Let’s see.  The Council could issue a statement, they could reply to a letter that he would send them, but I don’t want to narrow the options.  But clearly there is more than one way for the Council to signal its endorsement.  And I think that’s what he was saying to you this morning.  It doesn’t have to be a resolution.  Yes?

Question:  On that same subject, the Secretary-General said this morning that he has been in discussions with Council members for some time.  Could you be more specific?  Would that be one week, two weeks, six weeks, six months? 

Spokesman:  It’s been a matter, I would say, of a week to two weeks that both he and the Deputy Secretary-General have been meeting individually with Council members talking to them about what he sees as the need for a broader investigation than what he is authorized to do through OIOS.  And I think he feels that Council members are beginning to agree with this need and I think they’re now just talking about the means of carrying out such an investigation.  Bill?

Question:  What are his intentions in terms of approaching the Council formally?  He mentions a letter. Is that in the works, for example?

Spokesman:  I don’t want to talk about how it’s going to be done.  When it happens we’ll let you know how it happens.  The consultations are continuing today.

Question:  With whom?

Spokesman:  Members of the Council.

Question:  Which ones?

Spokesman:  The Deputy Secretary-General.  Look at the programme.  Yes, Bill?

Question:  Has he received any replies from the parties in the Cyprus talks to his letters?  You know, responses to the letters specifically?

Spokesman:  I’ll have to check.  I don’t know.  [The Spokesman later announced that the Secretary-General had received no replies from any of the parties to date.]

Michéle?
Spokeswoman for General Assembly President
Thank you Fred. Good afternoon, all.

The General Assembly will meet this coming Monday, the 22 of March for open-ended informal consultations on the revitalization of the work of the Assembly.  As you know, the General Assembly approved last December a set of sweeping changes concerning its work.  These changes range from sharpening the focus of the Assembly’s decisions, to paring down its workload, and deepening cooperation between the Presidents of Assembly, the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council.

The consultations on Monday concern the reorganization of the work of the Assembly.  President Julian Robert Hunte, working with the help of six facilitators, the permanent representatives of Algeria, Jamaica, the Netherlands, Singapore, Slovenia and South Africa, has submitted an informal text proposing that the Assembly meets in two substantive sessions, one from September to December and the second one from February to April.

The Second Committee dealing with economic matters, and the third dealing with the UN social Agenda would also meet in the first period.  The First Committee on disarmament issues, the Fourth, Special Political Committee and the Sixth, focusing on legal issues would meet in the spring.  The Fifth, dealing with financial and budgetary matters, would extend its work over both sessions.  This entails a complete reorganization of the agenda items in the General Assembly.  It entails also rescheduling a number of meetings of other bodies and working groups reporting to each of the main Committees in New York, Geneva and Vienna.

The Secretary-General, as requested by the Assembly, has presented various options for consideration by the Assembly for its decision by July 2004.  The rescheduling is to take effect from the sixtieth session, which means not the next one, but the one following. 

The objective is to improve the Assembly’s efficiency and effectiveness and to make its outcomes more productive.  Several delegations large and small have indicated to President Julian Hunte that they find it increasingly difficult to adequately cope with the present workload of the Assembly in the September to December period.  The General Assembly recognized last December that its agenda is too long, that it is burdened with too much documentation, that its resolutions should be better focused.

The work on the revitalization of the Assembly is ongoing and I will inform you as decisions are taken.  Informal consultations are also being held on reforms of the Security Council.  It is, as you can imagine, a much slower process, as positions are very entrenched on this issue.

Several correspondents have called me about some items being discussed in the Fifth Committee, Administrative and Budgetary.  I, once more apologize to the journalists who did not have access this morning to the Committee meeting room.  It was a meeting open to the delegations but the Committee decided not to open it to the press.  It is their prerogative.

This morning the debate concluded on the issues of human resources management.  Decisions have yet to be taken by the Committee.

A staff bulletin issued by the Secretary-General in January to clarify the family status of staff for the purpose of United Nations entitlements has become the focus of debate in the Fifth Committee, as it took up last week several reports on human resources management.

Of particular interest to the participants of the discussion was the paragraph of the bulletin, according to which “a legally recognized domestic partnership, contracted by a staff member under the law of the country of his or her nationality will also qualify that staff member to receive the entitlements provided for eligible family members”.

Many delegations supported the position of Iran, speaking on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, whose representative wondered if the document was consistent with the existing rules and regulations of the United Nations and insisted that it was the prerogative of Member States to supplement or amend those rules.  Whereas no decision had been taken by the Assembly to change the long-established scope of the family definition for the purposes of entitlements, there was no justification, he said, for the approval of expenses pertaining to the possible implementation of the Secretariat bulletin.

Several other delegations, including Canada, speaking also on behalf of Australia and New Zealand, on the other hand, said that the bulletin was not an issue for the General Assembly to act upon, because it dealt with an administrative issue within managerial purview of the Secretary-General as chief administrative officer.  The issue, he said, was not whether Member States agreed or disagreed with any particular family model or relationship, but rather whether the United Nations should continue to apply national norms.  By basing itself on national norms, the United Nations practice reflected the cultural and religious diversity of Member States.  These are the two positions expressed within the discussions in the Fifth.  And within the framework of the human resources management discussion, speakers addressed the issues of gender balance within the United Nations and equitable representation of Member States, and I am sure they will take decisions in the next few days.

This is all I have for you today.  Thank you.  Yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:  When will the discussion on this marriage issue again continue? 

Spokeswoman for General Assembly President:  Well, it’s finished today.  It was over today and they are supposed to give recommendations.  As you know, they are supposed to give an opinion on the budgetary implications of that decision; of the bulletin.  Yes?

Question:  Do you know when they are expected to give that decision?

Spokeswoman:  Probably Monday or Tuesday.

Question:  Is there a proposal for a General Assembly resolution to overturn the Secretary-General’s order on that? 

Spokeswoman:  Well, at any rate the General Assembly has to approve the Fifth Committee decisions.  So, it is a possibility that the General Assembly will discuss this issue.  Yes?

Question:  When?

Spokeswoman:  I don’t know yet.  We have to wait for the Fifth Committee to finish its work.  Yes?

Question:  On Haiti, some time ago a number of the Caribbean countries basically were calling for a UN investigation.  Now, that lobbying seems to have quietly been shelved.  I was just wondering, has there been any GA-level discussion about that request or is it now just forgotten about?

Spokeswoman:  Well, the GA has not talked about that agenda item.  As you know all agenda items were discussed in a briefing at the General Assembly a few weeks ago.  The item is not on the agenda right now and it will not be discussed, as far as I know, in the Assembly within the next few days.

Thank you.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Russia" ��


ABC Online - UN urges Russia to save climate plan�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nilewaters" ��BBC  - Climate change taskforce launches


AllAfrica.com - Strike Deal Over Nile Waters� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Energy" ��AllAfrica - Combining Renewable Energy With Information� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Wetland" ��Xinhua News Agency - Regulation protects wetland in largest freshwater lake�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Regulation" ��BBC -  Monitoring International Reports  - China enacts regulation to protect wetlands around largest freshwater lake� � 
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