[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Friday, 22  November 2002



Other Environment-related News

· BBC - Storms threaten Spanish oil  salvage
· REUTERS - More oil from sunken tanker hits Spanish coast
· REUTERS - Oil slick menaces pristine estuaries in north Spain
· ENS -Efforts to Save Endangered Tigers Are  Working

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROA

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "ROE" 

 ROE

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "ROLAC" 

ROLAC

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "RONA" 

RONA







Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for  21 November 2002
· U.N. Highlights of  21 November 2002
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 Asian nations target Western "e-waste" 

Beijing - Officials from eight Asian nations on Thursday pledged to combat the growing threat of "e-waste", hazardous electronic garbage often illegally shipped from Western and other developed countries. 

    Asia faces a "growing deluge of electrical and electronic waste", the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a statement issued as the officials met in the northern Chinese city of Tianjin. "A few decades ago, very few families in wealthier countries and communities owned a personal computer or other electronic devices," the statement quoted UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer as saying. 

    "Today PCs are becoming widespread in homes and are ubiquitous throughout the business world and in organizations of every kind," Toepfer said. 

    "The emerging issue of e-wastes needs to be tackled urgently as the  production and use of PCs continues to rise dramatically." 

    Importing countries can earn significant income by recovering gold, copper and other valuable metals while renovating or dismantling used computer equipment. 

    But the PCs, printers and other equipment contain sophisticated blends of metals, plastics and other materials, often including hazardous substances such as lead, cadmium and mercury. 

    "Workers in e-waste operations may face dangerous working conditions where health, safety and environmental standards may be compromised," UNEP said. 

    The officials were discussing ways to reduce risk of exposure to hazardous materials during dismantling, it said. 

    Proposals included giving computer manufacturers legal responsibility for managing the waste, and strengthening controls over cross-border movement of e-waste. 

    The November 19-22 Tianjin meeting is the first intergovernmental forum to be held on e-waste in Asia. 

    Participants include officials from China, India, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam. dpa bs vb 

_____________________________________________________________________

BusinessWorld 

The Financial Executive;   Concern for the environment 

In the World Bank report, "Philippine Environment Monitor 2000,"  pollution, natural resources depletion and poor management of coastal resources remain the country's biggest environmental problems. 

    Life-threatening air and water pollution levels, especially in the urban areas, are an urgent concern. The TSP levels (total suspended particulates as a measure of air pollution) are alarming. The Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Energy

    and Natural Resources (DENR) reports conflagratory increases in TSPs in major observation areas in Metro Manila. The Valenzuela and Congressional Avenue areas are the most unhealthy, averaging TSPs in the 200s levels, with highs of 440 at the height of traffic. In Makati alone, the ambient air quality has deteriorated by 58% between 2000 and 2001 bringing the TSP count to 173.4 in 2001, above the tolerance levels for healthy air. One shudders at what the yet unmeasured 2002 levels are now, when Makati is viewed from the hills of Antipolo, hooded with thick gray smog. 

    TSP levels even in Baguio and Cebu are at unhealthy levels, exceeding national standards. The Department of Health reports that Filipinos lose approximately 294 million days of healthy life due to bronchitis and 47 million days due to heart disease because of dust pollution. These are figures as of 2000. The clock is ticking, pollution continues to take its  toll, and the Clean Air Act of 1997 still has to be fully implemented, hopefully before the 2004 elections. All of Metro Manila's surface waters can now be considered biologically dead during the dry months except for the uppermost portion of the Marikina River. Other rivers surveyed  ranged from being polluted or dead. The EMB reports that it is only in the deep forests of Mindanao that a few rivers were still pure as of 2000. With our habitually slow reaction time to almost anything, we hope that at least these rivers in Mindanao are still pristine today. 

    Waste generation has been humongous. Waste management systems are dismal failures due to lack of funds and weak political support. The  World Bank estimates per capita waste of 0.3 kg. per day, or a total  daily rate of 22,500 metric tons in 2000, of which 5,400 metric tons are produced by Metro Manila alone. The population keeps growing, and people have not stopped producing waste, so the numbers must even be  more staggering in 2002. 

    In 1934, 57% of our total land was forested. In 1990, only 6.1 million hectares of forests remained, translated into only 20% forest cover. Today, the DENR estimates that our forested areas have deteriorated to  only 5.4 million hectares. Deforestation rate is severe in Luzon and Visayas, and acute in Mindanao, which started with bigger forested areas. Palawan still has the largest remaining forests. We hope these can still be saved. 

    The Asian Brown Cloud, a three-kilometer thick cloud of pollution hangs over Pakistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka. Winds are blowing part of the toxic substances over the Asian continent including Southeast Asia, and across the Pacific into the US West Coast.  Eighty percent of this big bag of poison is man-made, composed of toxic ash, acids, aerosols and other dangerous particles. These were produced from forest fires, burning of agricultural waste, terrifying increases in the use of fossil fuels in vehicles, industries and power stations and emissions of inefficient cookers. An August, 2002 United    Nations (UNEP) study warned that the Asian Brown Cloud is cutting the amount of solar energy to the earth's surface beneath it by as much as 15%. The Cloud's heat-absorbing properties warms the lower  atmosphere considerably, altering the monsoon season, and leading to the reduction of rainfall by 40%. This phenomenon is most marked in northwest Asia and the eastern coast. Droughts and acid rain have damaged crops and killed trees, caused flooding and inflicted acute human respiratory ailments. The International Pollutants Standards measured emergency TSP levels of from 500 to 800. 

    All this is like a scary movie. Are we tail-spinning into the erstwhile make-believe worlds of Soylent Green and Waterworld. Will our earth be rendered so barren by our own doing that our children have to fight and kill for food? 

    The root of all of our environmental problems can be traced to money and power, and this is pointed out in the two movies cited above, and many other real and fictional environment-related situations. History has  seen the world move from subsistence farming to surplus farming, a  symbolic foreboding of the greed that has pushed mankind to draw out more and more from the land, the sea and the air. More than what is really needed to survive. 

    Be that as it may, here we are now at the brink of self-destruction, and we have to do something about it. Ancient cultures have all incorporated a deep respect for nature and the land in their beliefs and practices. Perhaps if modern man reverted to this reverence for the

    balance of nature, then there can be a more determined effort to stem this self-destruction. 

    Most environment-related projects start with good intentions and then fizzle out because of lack of funding, or the reluctance to spend part of the operational funds for the nebulous returns on ecological preservation. At the government level, political will weakens when

    confronted with the short-term plaints of groups whose incomes are affected by changes to safeguard the environment. Sometimes there are really no funds available to implement good projects, as in the case of the P276.498-million budget needed to jump-start the Clean Air Act in  2001. 

    At the micro level, corporations may have tendencies to merely comply with DENR requirements, in order to protect the bottom line, especially in the midst of stiff competition in a weak economy. We have yet to see  real and determined corporate champions for environmental issues,  according to the Metro Manila Council of Women Balikatan Movement led  by Leonida N. Camacho. They suggest an eco-economic approach where

    businesses must avoid technologies that violate natural processes like chemical agriculture and genetic engineering. They exhort companies to coordinate with the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) and the Department of Science and Technology (DoST) and the DENR to find environmentally friendly processes generating comparative products and healthy incomes. Businesses must try to survive without disturbing nature. 

    Perhaps what would help to rouse more responsibility for the environment is to remember to treat resources borrowed from Nature as loans, as indeed they are. A loan has to be paid, in order that the credit line can be used again. Following this analogy, companies can put aside some funds to support environmental projects as a sort of symbolic "loan  repayment." Naturally, if a "loan" (use of natural resources or unavoidable but controlled creation of toxic waste) is at all considered,  there must be a financial analysis of the "repayment scheme" (the funds flow of donations to worthy environment projects or internal waste   management procedures to remedy the undesirable effects on the environment. If the company sees from the financial analysis that it cannot "repay the loan" from Nature, then ethical judgment requires that  the loan line must not be used at all. Alternative resources that do not deplete the environment must be explored, as espoused by the Balikatan    Movement of Mrs. Camacho. 

    The time to act is now. Concern for the environment must be a concern of everyone. The most basic of all instincts, survival, is seriously  threatened. We are now slowly dying with the dying environment. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Asia Pulse

November 20, 2002 

INDIAN ENVIRONMENTALIST UNVEILS "SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOOD" CONCEPT
Rejecting the current methods for eradicating poverty, renowned Indian environmentalist Ashok Khosla has mooted a new concept of "sustainable livelihood" aimed at providing jobs and dignity to the poor and producing goods and services for their needs.

   Sustainable livelihood cannot be created by "narrowly conceived" interventions and "certainly not by the kinds of highly subsidised, give away approaches common in many so called 'poverty alleviation' programmes," Khosla said last night after accepting the US$200,000 prestigious Sasakawa Environmental Award.

   "In some instances, economies of scale do imply large-scale production but for most of the things people need, local, decentralised, environmentally-friendly production is far more sustainable," he said.

   Sustainable development, in which the environmental protection and empowerment of the people go hand-in-hand, cannot be achieved by economic policies that only nurture big, centralised, transportation-intensive, energy guzzling, resource-wasting production systems, he added.

   Criticising the current environmental negotiations on climate change and conservation of biodiversity, he said almost every nation was acting in narrow self-interest to perpetrate existing disparities regardless of the serious consequences of such acts to the planet.

   Referring to the targets set by United Nations Millennium Summit, Khosla said by setting the goal in terms of halving the proportion of hungry or those without drinking water - instead of halving the actual number of people that are poor - they were only endorsing the status quo.

   (PTI)
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___________________________________________________________________________

Dr Ashok Khosla given UNEP Sasakawa Environment award

Suman Guha Mozumder in New York 

Dr Ashok Khosla, a leading environmentalist, was given the top United Nations Environmental Programme Sasakawa Environment Award on Tuesday evening for 'combining life in the glittering halls of academia with on-the-ground livelihood and development schemes for the rural poor'. 

The award, which carries a money component of $200,000, was given to Dr Khosla by Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the UNEP, at a ceremony at the American Folk Art Museum. 

"Development that is environmentally sustainable is at the core of the work of Dr Ashok Khosla," Toepfer said in his remarks before presenting the award. "The combination of dedication and expertise shown by Dr Khosla throughout his career make him a worthy candidate for the UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize." 

Khosla, who has taught in Harvard and is the founding director of the Government of India's Office of Environmental Planning and Coordination, the first national environmental agency in a developing country set up in 1972, sounded very modest after accepting the award. 

"I feel quite humbled. Humbled, when I think of what little I myself have been able to do and of how much credit I get for the work and effort of so many others," he said. 

According to the UNEP Khosla has worked tirelessly to demonstrate both the theory and practice of 'sustainable development' through his teaching and fostering of environment-friendly and commercially viable technologies. 

"Dr Ashok Khosla has set out to tackle the root cause of problems and provide the people with resources to overcome them, affording them at the same time dignity and respect," Lord Clinton Davis, chairperson of the Sasakawa Prize selection committee, said. 

"For some 40 years -- long before the environment became a popular issue -- he was teaching and pioneering ways in which a developing economy could integrate with and attain environmental goals," he added. 

Late last month when the award was announced in Nairobi, Khosla said that the award was really for the work of many partners and collaborators with whom he has worked over the last 40 years. 

On Tuesday, just before the award ceremony, he expressed similar sentiment. 

"Why me? I have not done anything to deserve it. I am just trying to figure it out [as to why]. But it feels good, and nice [to get the honour]," Khosla said. 

"In an economy where money is hard to come by [the prize money] gives us a chance to do a little more interesting things for our projects," Khosla told rediff.com, alluding to the Internet Venture for Rural India started by Development Alternatives, which Khosla founded in 1983.
___________________________________________________________________________

Africa News 

November 20, 2002 Wednesday 

 Ministry Organises Workshop On Pollutants 

A training workshop of Task Teams of Inventories of Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) aimed at building capacity for data generation and analysis for sound management of POPs was held in Abuja recently. 

    At the ceremony, minister of state for environment, Chief Ime T.  Okopido said the workshop was a follow-up to the National Inception Workshop on the Enabling Activities to facilitate early action on the implementation of Stockholm convention on POPs held in Abuja in August this year. 

    POPs, the minister said, are chemical substances which are persistent in the environment, bio-accumulative and have potential for long range transport and are grouped into pesticides, industrial chemicals and unintentional by-products. The pollutants, he further said, are known to  disrupt endocrine system, suppress immune system functions and induce reproductive and development effects. 

    Having identified the deleterious effects of POPs on human heath and the environment, the minister said the international community prepared  and adopted the Stockholm convention on POPs which main provisions include control measures for intentionally and unintentionally produced POP stockpiles and wastes, financial and technical assistance and implementation aspects. 

    To ensure speedy ratification, he stressed, the Global Environment  Facility (GEF) has been designated the "financial mechanism "for the  convention and it is providing funds of up to $500,000 each for countries  which have signed the convention for POPs adding that Nigeria effort at managing POPs, made her to ratify the Basel convention on the control  of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and their disposal, Rotterdam convention on the prior informed consent procedure (PIC) for   certain chemical and pesticides and the Stockholm convention on POPs. 

    According to Dr. Okopido the ministry of environment was presently undertaking various projects which include integrated waste management facilities studies in fifteen Nigeria cities, studies on efficient treatment facilities in four cities, as well as provision of incineration    facilities at the National Orthopaedic hospital and the National institute  for Medical Research, Lagos. 

    The ministry, in conjunction with UNEP chemicals, he said, was executing dioxin and Furan inventory project in Nigeria worth $15,000,  and also jointly executing a $39,000 biomedical and hospital wastes  project with the secretariat of the Basel convention and WHO. 

    Last month, the minister said, the ministry received approval for a  $25,000 grant from UNEP chemicals to commence action on the African  stockpile project (ASP) 

    Earlier in his welcome address, permanent secretary of the ministry, Alhaji Abubakar Jauro, represented by Prof. O. A. Afolabi, director,  Pollution Control and Environmental Health Department, said the objective of the train-the-trainer workshop is to strengthen national

    capacity and enhance knowledge and understanding among  decision-makers on POPs and to develop an overall work plan for the National Implementation Project (NIP) project. 

    The Stockholm convention, Alhaji Jauro said, was a global treaty to protect human health and the environment from POPs. 

    "In many parts of the world, POPs have been shown to disrupt sexual development and to diminish reproductive abilities of exposed species while some sensitive species have disappeared altogether because of  total reproductive failure linked to chemical on the POP list", he said. 

    Most worrisome aspect of POPs, the permanent secretary said, was their effort on children as mothers may transfer as much as one-fifth of their total toxic body load into the infant children, both before and after birth  through the foetus and breast milk. 

    The convention, he concluded, will be implemented in five phases which include, among others, the co-ordination mechanism and organising process, the establishment of POPs inventory and assessment of  national infrastructure capacity. 

___________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Storms threaten Spanish oil  salvage

               Several thousand tonnes have already come ashore  Fierce storms are brewing around the coast of  north-western Spain, threatening to push more slicks  from the sunken Prestige oil tanker towards the shore. 

               Weather conditions are keeping salvage vessels in  harbour, and making it difficult to see how much oil is  moving and when it may reach land. 

               Meanwhile, a no-fishing zone around the coast has been extended to cover a much               wider area. 

               The BBC's Claire Marshall says that the ban will only increase the misery being               suffered by fishing communities of the Galician region. 

               Earlier, European Union Transport Commissioner  Loyola de Palacio called on            EU member states to take urgent steps to ban the use of single-hulled tankers in               European waters. 

               Though most of the oil appears to be still trapped in  the ship, at least 80 kilometres (50 miles) of the  Spanish coastline have already been blackened by oil since the Prestige ran into trouble during a storm last week. 

               The Spanish authorities are erecting more floating booms around the areas which they fear could be worst hit. 

               'Old and out of date' 

               Ms de Palacio was speaking in a debate in the European Parliament, prompted by the sinking of the Prestige, which had 77,000 metric tons of oil on board. 

               "If heavy fuel is being transported, then double-hulled tankers have to be used, because the last accidents implicated single-hulled  tankers that were old and out of date and were carrying heavy crude oil,"  she said. 

               She called for a decision to  be taken outlawing  single-hulled tankers at a        forthcoming meeting of EU  transport ministers in Brussels. 

               Spanish Prime Minister  Jose Maria Aznar also called for measures to improve safety and a European compensation fund for similar disasters. 

               Fishing woes 

               The EU agreed in 2000 to ban single-hulled tankers by  2015, and to set age limits for tankers using the territorial waters of EU states. 

               On Thursday the Danish Government, which currently holds the EU's rotating presidency, backed an earlier call by Ms de Palacio for these measures to be implemented ahead of  schedule. 

               Correspondents say 3,000 fishermen have been directly affected by the  pollution, while others are hurrying to bring in their harvest before more oil  hits the coast. 

               People are now unable to fish along more than 300  km of coastline, and the  sale of shellfish has been  banned in many areas. 

               Spanish officials say at  least 40 beaches have so  far been affected. 

               Up to seven more oil slicks  are said to be out at sea,  one of them eight kilometres (5 miles) long. 

               The Prestige finally sank after breaking in two on Tuesday. 

               Salvage workers believe it  is the tanker's own fuel  that has leaked into the               ocean, rather than its  cargo. 

               Environmentalists warn that if the entire cargo spills, the resulting damage could be double that caused by the  Exxon Valdez in Alaska in 1989 - one of the worst ever. 

The BBC's Jon Sopel reports from Corcubion  "Nature in previous oil spills has shown itself to be remarkably resilient"

David Mearns, deep sea  salvage expert  "The mistake was towing the ship out to sea"

___________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

More oil from sunken tanker hits Spanish coast

FINISTERRE, Spain - Spaniards battling to keep a wave of oil slicks at bay with little more than shovels faced a new enemy in high winds

  and driving rain yesterday as another mass of sludge from a sunken tanker washed ashore. 

  Volunteers and fishermen joined the painstaking clean-up of the toxic fuel oil that has washed ashore from the Prestige, which snapped in two and sank 130 nautical miles off northwest Spain on Tuesday, six days after getting into difficulty in a storm. 

  It could prove to be one of the world's worst oil spills as the ship carried twice as much oil as the Exxon Valdez spilled when it ran aground in Alaska in 1989. 

  Satellite pictures published yesterday showed a trail of oil left by the stricken vessel as it was towed out to sea. She took most of her  77,000 tonnes of fuel oil to the ocean floor some 3.6 km (two miles) below, but at least 10,000 tonnes is believed to have leaked into the  Atlantic. 

  A cold front coming off the Atlantic pushed seven known oil slicks closer to the shore of Galicia and created havoc for other ships in the area, hit by a heavy gale. 

  A French ship transporting caustic soda to Britain broke down near where the Prestige first reported distress and was being towed to port in La Coruna by the Spanish coast guard. 

  Officials said the 97.5-metre (322-foot) Pointe de Castel was on its way from La Vera, France, to Cardiff, Wales, when it was forced to shut down its engines late on Wednesday. 

  BLACK WAVES 

  At the rugged Mar de Fora beach in Finisterre - a town meaning Land's End - blackened waves pounded the picturesque half-moon bay after the oil made landfall overnight. 

  About 10 metres (yards) of black sludge covered the sand where the tide had gone out, grounding a sea bird that was covered in tar up to its neck. 

  Rocky areas to either side of the beach oozed with oil about 15 cm (six inches) thick. 

  "More is coming in and the wind isn't helping at all," said a local police officer as a squall of rain lashed down. 

  As politicians bickered about who was to blame and how to avoid future spills, a Danish pilot who sailed aboard the tanker was quoted yesterday as saying the Prestige was not seaworthy before it ran into trouble some 21 miles off the Galician coast. 

  "The ship should not have been allowed to sail. It was old and I hoped that it would be sent directly to the scrap yard as soon as it had  unloaded its cargo - because that's all it was good for," Jens Jorgen Thuesen told the daily Jyllands-Posten. 

  "The radar and the anti-collision equipment was not functioning properly. It would never had been allowed to sail again if it had gone into a Danish or another European port." 

  Sailing under a Bahamas flag, the Liberian-owned Prestige was chartered by the Swiss-based Russian oil trader Crown Resources and operated by Athens-based Universe Maritime. 

  A Universe Maritime spokesman in Athens rejected the allegations by the Danish pilot, saying the ship's chief officer had told the company "there were no problems with the radar system whatsoever". 

  "It is hard to understand how a pilot who had only a short contact with the ship can assess the ship's seaworthiness. We reject those  remarks entirely," the company spokesman said. 

  RESIDENTS ANGRY 

  Local residents expressed a growing sense of anger as oil-covered kelp and flotsam littered the beaches. 

  "It's embarrassing that this could happen in the 21st century," said one man at a lookout point. 

  Fisherman Jose Montero, one of thousands affected by the spill, said authorities should have taken the Prestige to port while it was still in  one piece. "We are all worried because this is our livelihood. This is a huge problem," he said. 

  The leading Spanish newspaper El Pais said yesterday there were not enough ships to suck up the oil lurking off the coast, and that the government lacked enough floating plastic barriers to protect sensitive areas of the coast. 

  The newspaper also ridiculed a cleanup effort that featured frantic work when a government minister toured a particular area with  television cameras in tow - a level of activity the newspaper said did not exist before or after the visit. 

  "The means available are never sufficient, but we have a reasonable plan," Deputy Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy told state television  yesterday in response to the reports. 

  "There are more than 500 people there trying to remove the slick...There could always be more, but at the same time nobody is  complaining," Rajoy said. 

___________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Oil slick menaces pristine estuaries in north Spain
  MUROS, Spain - Fishermen waited to find out yesterday if a new oil slick from the sunken tanker Prestige had ravaged pristine river  estuaries in northwest Spain, where toxic fuel oil has already tainted 300 km (190 miles) of coastline. 

  Strong winds blowing several large patches of fuel toward the craggy coastline of Galicia promised to worsen one of the world's biggest  oil slicks, just as international calls grew to tighten maritime regulations to prevent such accidents. 

  The 26-year-old Prestige first spewed around 5,000 tonnes of fuel a week ago, after a storm cracked its hull. 

  As it finally broke up and sank this week, it spilled around 10,000 tonnes of oil in a 120 km slick, which high winds have separated and  carried toward the coast. 

  The prestige took the rest of its cargo, an estimated 60,000 tonnes of viscous fuel oil, to the sea floor some 130 nautical miles off the coast. 

  Ecologists worry the fuel - almost twice what the Exxon Valdez spilled in 1989 on the coast of Alaska - will gradually leak and contaminate rich fisheries nearby. 

  Authorities said the second wave of fuel oil was only two miles (three km) from the town of Muros, at the most northerly of Galicia's  spectacular Rias Bajas, or Low Estuaries. 

  The river valleys are the heartland of the region's mussel farming, part of a fishing industry worth over 300 million euros (dollars) for the  local economy, the main form of income here. 

  "If a new slick enters the estuary, with large quantities of thick fuel oil, it would be a catastrophe," said Jose Ramon Lado, the  vice-president of Muros' mussel farming association. 

  "We are waiting with fingers crossed... Normally at Christmas we have our busiest time of year and it helps us to survive." 

  CLEAN-UP COST OF 42 MILLION EUROS 

  Spain has already put an initial price tag of at least 42 million euros on the cost of rehabilitating 90 oil-tainted beaches that will take about  six months to clean. 

  The ship's insurers, the London Steamship Owners' Mutual Association, said this week that around $25 million would be made available to  meet immediate compensation claims. 

  Up to $180 million would later be available through the International Oil Pollution Compensation Fund (IOPC). 

  Authorities said a French vessel, the Ailette, had been sent to the Muros estuary to begin scooping up fuel. Galician residents complained  authorities had not made enough floating barriers available and took matters into their own hands. 

  A thousand fishermen had formed a barrier across one river valley with their boats in an attempt to keep out the sludge. 

  Aside from the slick menacing Muros, officials said two more patches were 60 km away and four had formed where the Prestige went  down. 

  Authorities have banned fishing along 100 km of coastline for at least a month. But fishermen said they expected longer-term effects for  the goose barnacle, a delicacy known in Spanish as percebes, which he said had been all but wiped out. 

  The area is also famous for its high-quality lobster, mussels, octopus, crab and shrimp. 

  In Brussels, the European Commission said this week it would provide 117.7 million euros of aid to Spanish fishermen to help cover losses.  Local authorities already promised 30 euros per day for fishermen while they are out of work. 

  "The EU won't let them down," Farm and Fisheries Commissioner Franz Fischler said in a statement. 

  DEBATE ON MARITIME LAWS 

  In the wake of the disaster, a political storm has broken out over why such tankers, lacking modern double hulls, are still allowed to ply  Europe's waters. 

  French President Jacques Chirac, one of the most vocal critics, told ministers the situation in Spain was so serious that it was imperative  the European Union, and France itself, speed up implementation of the extra safety measures agreed after the Maltese tanker Erika split in

  two off France in 1999. 

  Single-hulled tankers like the Bahamas-flagged Prestige have been outlawed after a history of pollution incidents - but the ban is due to  take effect only in 2015. 

  Canada's Environment Minister David Anderson suggested this week that shipowners with a poor safety track record could have their  vessels restricted to port and that some flags of convenience could also be banned outright. (Additional reporting by Daniel Flynn in

  Madrid). 

___________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Efforts to Save Endangered Tigers Are  Working 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, November 21, 2002 (ENS) - Wild tigers still face serious threats from habitat loss  and poaching, but international efforts to protect the  endangered species from extinction in the wild are  succeeding, according to a new report from the Save                      the Tiger Fund. 

                      The report, issued today by the Fund at a press  briefing at the National Press Club, details how the  group's investments have helped stabilized some tiger populations and paved the way for further  success. 

Tiger (Photos courtesy Save the Tiger Fund except where noted)

It was less than 10 years  ago when media reports  predicted that tigers would  be extinct by 2000. 

                                       Although many of the  experts who spoke today believe that prediction was overblown, no one disputes that wild tiger populations were, and still are, in grave  danger. At the beginning of the 20th century, more  than 100,000 tigers roamed free, but today less than 7,500 tigers remain in the wild. 

"The tiger is still highly endangered, but we can  celebrate that there are still wild tigers," said John Seidensticker, chairman of the Save the Tiger Fund  and senior curator with the Smithsonian National  Zoological Park in Washington, DC. 

                      Habitat loss, shrinking numbers of prey animals, and poaching are responsible for putting the tiger on the endangered species list, and these threats remain.  The good news, however, is that international  programs like the Save the Tiger Fund are making headway, according to Ginette Hemley, vice  president for species conservation and managing                      vice president of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). 

                      "The species has overcome long odds, and the dire  predictions of a decade ago have not come true,"  Hemley said. "The Save the Tiger Fund is truly an  effective model for conservation, and it has enabled conservationists to begin to think long term about  efforts to protect tigers." 

                      "It embodies a new way of approaching conservation  of all species," added Whitney Tilt, director of  conservation and evaluation at the National Fish and  Wildlife Foundation (NFWF). 

                      The  two  distinct  traits  of  the  Save  the Tiger  Fund,  Tilt  explained,

                      are  a commitment  to engaging with the entire range of players needed                      to make conservation goals successful, and a  commitment to facilitating an inclusive process,                      complete with open and frank dialogue. 

                      Established in 1995, the Save the Tiger Fund is an international program founded by NFWF and the ExxonMobil Foundation to support international tiger                     conservation projects. 

                      In 2002, the Fund awarded 38 grants totaling some  $1.3 million. It has provided some $10 million since its inception to support 196 conservation projects  throughout 13 of the 14 countries in Asia where tigers survive in the wild. 

                      "The Save the Tiger Fund has exceeded my highest expectations and this is not because of what we've done," said Edward Ahnert, president of the ExxonMobil Foundation. "We've been there to empower others. They are the ones who deserve the  credit." 

                      The new report, "Save the Tiger Fund: A Model for  Success," analyzes the first seven years of the Fund  and how its investments have helped tiger conservation programs in the areas of field research,  habitat protection, anti-poaching efforts, public  education and zoo breeding programs in Asia,  Europe and the United States. 

                      Indigenous anti-poaching  patrol protects Siberian  tigers in Russia's Far East                      (Photo by D. Higgs courtesy Wild Aid)

                      It highlights efforts  in the Russian Far East, where tiger  poaching has decreased by some 60 percent. The  report also details the Community Wildlife Ranger  Program in Cambodia, which has helped decreased  the killing of tigers by more than 70 percent. 

                      Money from the Fund has helped researchers gather  better scientific data on tiger populations according  to K. Ullas Karanth, a conservation zoologist with the Bronx Zoo based Wildlife Conservation Society and director of that organization's India Program. 

                      "Without this crucial support, we would have just  been spinning our wheels," he said today. 

                      Karanth credits increased understanding of the different needs of tigers in different habitats as a key reason for stabilization of several tiger populations in  India. Successful conservation, he said, "must  address the real needs of the animal." 

                                                Some 7,500 tigers  remain in the  wild. 

                                                "With  specific  science driven action, there is room                                                for tigers on  this Earth,"  he said,  adding that  he estimates  the Indian  subcontinent                                                could support  some 40,000  wild tigers. 

                                                "The scientist is the auditor," said Karanth. "It is the science that                      tells you if your efforts are working, and it can transcend the passion of the moment. But scientists can't save tigers." 

                      Saving tigers requires a comprehensive effort that must include a range of players, from national governments to local individuals, he said. New projects supported by the Fund indicate that  this lesson is at the core of its efforts. One new  project will continue support of habitat restoration and community development efforts in the buffer  zone surrounding Nepal's Royal Bardia National Park. The project includes working with local communities  to develop alternative income sources, as well as  fence and restore some 500 hectares in community  managed forests. 

                      Sarita Jnawali, senior women's development officer at  the King Mahendrat Trust for Nature Conservation in Nepal, today said that these integrated models are                      critical for tiger conservation. 

                      "Efforts simply won't succeed without the  involvement of local people," Jnawali said. 

                      Tiger skin is confiscated  by conservation patrol to remove the financial

                      reward of poaching.  (Photo courtesy Wild Aid)

                      Another welcome  change to tiger  conservation efforts that the Fund has                   fostered, according to WildAid's Steven Galster, is that "scientists and security people are working  together, which is a big change over the past few years." 

                      Galster has spearheaded several efforts to curtail poaching, often by turning poachers into watchdogs.  He launched an anti-poaching brigade in 1994 to help  stabilize the Siberian tiger population and in 1997,  with support from the Fund, established a Russian                     nongovernmental organization called Phoenix to continue the effort. Currently Galster is using                      working in Southeast Asia on similar tiger conservation programs. 

                      "We've got good traction," Galster said, "but we  aren't out of the woods yet. The biggest challenge ahead is a sustained effort to reduce consumption in  China." 

Continued use of tiger parts for traditional Chinese medicine is a serious threat to tigers, even as reports of the animal's extinction in Southeast China continue to surface. 

John Seidensticker, Ph.D., is  senior curator and curator of  mammals at the Smithsonian  National Zoological Park He serves  as chairman of the Save the Tiger  Fund Council. (Photo by Susan Lumpkin courtesy John Seidensticker)

                                       It will take a major effort at  the political and cultural level to make inroads on  this issue and it speaks to the difficulties the Fund and other tiger conservationists face in their work. 

                      Quite simply, Seidensticker said, "people are the key to saving wild tigers." 

                      Changing human practices and behavior to allow tigers the habitat and protection they need is a massive challenge challenge, he added, but one the  Fund and its supporters believe they can help  overcome. 

                      "There is something special about tigers that  touches everyone," Seidensticker said. "Tigers are the symbols of freedom and of nature untouched, but tigers can be lost in a heartbeat. This process is   ongoing and the Save the Tiger Fund is in this for the long haul."

___________________________________________________________________________
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Anti-GMO Scientists Accused of Bias As Tempers Flare At Bio-Tech Conference

The Times of Zambia (Ndola): TEMPERS yesterday flared on the sidelines of the bio-technology and food security conference as scientists in favour of genetically altered foods accused fellow experts opposed to the technology of misleading consumers. But organisers of the conference, Consumers International (CI) refuted the claims saying that they did not understand the desperation by the champions of genetic engineering in agricultural production. Executive director of a South African-based organisation Africa Bio, Jocelyn Websteran interview in Lusaka accused the organisers of the conference of bias and flooding the delegates with scientifically misleading information. She invited members of the Zambia Consumers Association (ZACA) to South Africa on Africa BioÕs expense so that they could have an on-the-spot feel of what bio-technology really was. South African Seed Organisation project manager Wynand Van Der Walt said the information pack given to the delegates contained papers biased against Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs). CI Africa director, Amadou Kanoute however, parried the allegations saying both the pro and anti-GMO campaigners were given chance to speak during the meeting.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211210072.html
Habitat Blames Urbanisation For Poverty

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Rapid urbanisation of our towns is causing serious constraints on basic resources. It is also said to be responsible for acute urban poverty. UN-Habitat spokesman, Mr. Sharad Shankardas, said that expansion of existing towns and cities have serious consequences on human needs and the environment they live in. It, therefore, calls for proper planning to cope with the expansion and protection of environmental degradation that goes with it. Shankardas, who was addressing a Media Development Association (MDA) workshop for media practitioners on urban issues at a Nakuru hotel, said proper planning is mandatory. He said the expansion accounts for increase in waste generated. He cited the example of sewage and industrial waste being discharged into Lake Nakuru as having detrimental effects on flamingos.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211210881.html
Erosion Wreaks Havoc in Jigawa, Nigeria

Daily Trust (Abuja): Prevailing erosion in various parts of Jigawa State in Nigeria has caused massive destruction of farmlands resulting in millions of naira worth of grains being destroyed this year according to Daily Trust investigations. Major roads in the state are worst hit. The environmental degradation has caused several deaths along the roads as a result of collisions by vehicles that ply the roads. This menace, according to investigation, has not only caused fatal accidents but also affected this year's farming activities. The menace has devastated most part of their farms leading to heavy reduction in this year's harvest.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211210666.html
Njonjo Decries Degradation of National Park

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) chairman Charles Njonjo has expressed concern over the increasing degradation of the Nairobi National Park. Speaking during the Friends of Nairobi National Park (FoNNap) meeting, Njonjo said Kenya risked losing its unique animal and plant species if proper conservation measures were not put in place. He said the 80 animal species found in the park where in danger following their continued movement in and outside the park in search of water and pasture. He added that the communities around the park should be discouraged from de-forestation and clearing of bushes around the park.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200211210105.html
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General Environment News

Le Monde 21 novembre (dernière heure):Un iceberg géant localisé au large de l'Argentine

Un iceberg géant a été localisé mercredi au large de la côte atlantique de l'Argentine, à la hauteur de la ville balnéaire de Mar del Plata (400 km au sud de la capitale).La masse de glace de 700 mètres de long et de 40 à 50 mètres de large est située à 120 milles nautiques (environ 220 km) du port de Mar del Plata, nécessitant une alerte à la navigation dans la zone, selon cette source.L'iceberg a été découvert par un bâteau de pêche et progresse en mer à la vitesse de 1.700 mètres à l'heure, vers le nord-nord-est. L'un des responsables de la Préfecture de Mar del Plata, Jorge Rodriguez, a expliqué que "l'iceberg flottait à 30 degrés de latitude nord-nord-est".Il estime que l'arrivée de cet icerberg, phénomène peu courant à cette latitude, s'explique "par la direction du courant marin et par le climat spécial que nous avons cette année".L'iceberg, qui s'éloigne de la côte argentine, "ne va pas durer beaucoup étant donné la chaleur qui sévit à partir de cette zone, de sorte qu'il a déjà commencé à fondre", selon M. Rodriguez.
http://www.lemonde.fr/dh/0,5987,3244--11027901,00.html
Financial Times, 21 November: LEADER: Policing tankers

….It would be hard to find a better metaphor for globalisation than the Prestige, a ship owned and operated by Greek companies, chartered by the Swiss-based subsidiary of a Russian conglomerate, registered in the Bahamas and classed as seaworthy by a US shipping authority. Or anything better suited to slip between the cracks of global governance….

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021121001835&query=pollution&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
EU under fire as Prestige tanker blame game begins

BRUSSELS - As salvage teams worked to stem the oil slick from a wrecked tanker off the Spanish coast this week, the blame game was already in full swing, with many fingers pointing at the European Union for failing to act. French President Jacques Chirac slammed the "inability of those in charge, politically, nationally and particularly at European level" to prevent it. The executive European Commission in turn said EU member states should act faster to implement tougher inspection rules without waiting for new European legislation to come into force. The incident has left European Union authorities with some explaining to do.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18710/story.htm
Europe Looks to Maritime Rules After Tanker Spill

BRUSSELS, Belgium, November 20, 2002 (ENS) - The loss of the oil tanker "Prestige," which broke in two and sank off the Spanish coast Tuesday prompted the European Commissioner responsible for transport and energy to urge that all European Union transport ministers act to safeguard European waters against another such spill. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/nov2002/2002-11-20-02.asp
UPDATE - New tanker oil slick threatens Spain's coast

ARTEIXO, Spain - Howling gales yesterday blew a new oil slick from the sunken tanker Prestige towards pristine river estuaries on Spain's northwest coast, where hundreds of miles (km) of beaches have already been polluted. Spain has put a price tag of at least 42 million euros ($42.05 million) on the cost of rehabilitating 90 oil-tainted beaches that will take about six months to clean up in the wake of what could become one of the world's worst oil spills.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18718/story.htm
Turkey's Bosphorus open to one-way traffic only

ISTANBUL - Turkey's busy Bosphorus strait has been closed to two-way traffic due to heavy fog in which a cargo ship and a passenger boat were in collision yesterday, traffic control officials said.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18711/story.htm
ANALYSIS - No end to European oil pollution threat until 2015

LONDON - International oil traders looking to profit by using cheap, ageing tankers will remain a pollution threat to European waters until new laws take effect 13 years from now, experts said. Not until 2015 will Europe outlaw single-hulled oil tankers like the Prestige….The long delay is defended by the shipping industry as a viable investment timescale, but bemoaned by environmentalists as too slow.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18709/story.htm
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ENVIRONMENT-EUROPE:
Lost 'Prestige' Can Bring Some Good 

Sanjay Suri 

The sinking of the oil tanker Prestige off the coast of Spain Tuesday could lead to the toughening of a new directive due to be debated by the European Parliament later this month. 

The directive as it stands proposes stronger punishment for polluters who damage the environment in biodiversity areas marked as protected. It could now be given more teeth to cover many more areas, environmentalists say. 

LONDON, Nov 20 (IPS) - The sinking of the oil tanker Prestige off the coast of Spain Tuesday could lead to the toughening of a new directive due to be debated by the European Parliament later this month. 

The directive as it stands proposes stronger punishment for polluters who damage the environment in biodiversity areas marked as protected. It could now be given more teeth to cover many more areas, environmentalists say. 

"Birds don't care if they are in protected areas or not," Geert Ritsema, campaign coordinator for Friends of the Earth in Brussels told IPS. "Expanding the scope of the directive will make it easier to go after the polluter and make the polluter pay." 

Marine polluters already face more stringent measures than other kinds of polluters, but there are limits on the liability of a convicted polluter. "We would like to see the upper limit for liability removed," Ritsema said. "It is important that the liability should be so strict that owners do not risk big claims. Such a directive must also be a preventive measure." 

The draft directive to be debated before the European Parliament covers only about 20 per cent of the EU's biodiversity, and only around 13 per cent of its land area. The Prestige disaster is now expected to lead to a fundamental review of the directive. 

A tough new directive is expected to get strong support from the European Commission (EC), the executive arm of the European Union (EU). The EC is proposing new inspection rules to prevent oil spills like the one from the Prestige. 

The measures before the European Parliament were proposed following the oil spill from the Erika tanker almost three years ago. 

"These measures are good so far as they go but had they been taken earlier they still would not have prevented the Prestige disaster," marine expert with the WWF, Sian Pullen told IPS. 

The Prestige was on way from Latvia to Singapore and was not calling at any EU port, she said. 

"We would like the EU and the EC to take the lead in an international framework to promote firm regulation and preventive measures around the world," she said. 

Environmentalists are asking for special care with shipping routes in environmentally sensitive areas and also for tightening of safety measures for shipping. "The measures to be adopted will have to be a combination of both," Pullen said. 

WWF is calling for a four-point plan to help prevent spills. The measures it proposes are: 

Undertake risk assessment of areas believed to be particularly sensitive and vulnerable to shipping activities; 

- Designate, through the IMO (International Maritime Organisation), those sites that qualify as Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas or PSSAs; 

- Introduce and enforce strict regulations tailored for the individual sites, such as banning single-hulls vessels in these areas, identifying areas to be avoided or recommended routes, requiring experienced pilots on board when ships have to pass through these areas or requiring mandatory reporting as ships transit sensitive areas; 

- Improve maintenance and inspection globally of all vessels, but particularly those approaching their decommissioning age. 

"In the 11 years since PSSAs were first created, only five have been identified, and only one of them is in Europe," Pullen said. "The Prestige was an accident waiting to happen and it's unbelievable it was allowed anywhere near the rich marine environment and valuable fisheries of Galicia." 

WWF has been calling for the Galician bank around the area where the Prestige sank to be designated a Marine Protected Area for some time. 

Friends of the Earth said in a statement Wednesday that there is a "crying need for tough new liability laws for environmental damage" It called also for a strict watch on shipping companies cloaking ownership to avoid liabilities. 

The Prestige is "registered in Bahamas, was managed in Greece, and carried oil for a Swiss company (with mostly British directors) whose ultimate owners are Russian," Friends of the Earth said. 

Several commercial organisations including the Confederation of British Industry have opposed the draft directive. But the Prestige disaster is expected to weaken their case when it is debated in the European Parliament. 

"Once again a European coast is under threat from a massive oil slick," Matt Phillips from the Friends of the Earth said. "Politicians must resist the disgraceful lobbying from the oil industry and their friends and draw up tough rules that ensure people and the environment are put ahead of big business." 

Environmentalists are asking for a tightening of laws to prevent future disasters, but can only hope that this one does not cause more damage than it has already. About 80 kilometres of the Galicia coastline of Spain have already been blackened by the spill. A second oil slick was reported to be forming on Wednesday. 

There is hope that the oil on board would solidify in the cold. But a Greenpeace leader warned that the Prestige could turn out to be a time bomb at the bottom of the sea. 

Recent disasters with oil tankers include accidents involving The Brear (January 5, 1993) off the Shetland Islands releasing 26 million gallons of oil, The Sea Empress (February 15, 1996) off Wales spilling 18 million gallons of oil, and the Erika (December 12, 1999) off Brittany on the French Atlantic coast spilling three million gallons of oil. 

MEXICO:
Campaign in US, Europe to Overcome Slump in Tourism 

Roberto de la Cruz 


FRANKFURT, Germany , Nov 21 (IPS) - Mexico, the world's eighth top tourist destination, has launched an all-out offensive in North America and Europe to draw more visitors and overcome the contraction in the sector triggered by the Sep 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the United States. 

In 2001, 19.8 million foreigners visited Mexico, spending 8.4 billion dollars, the equivalent of eight percent of the country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Tourism Secretary Leticia Navarro Ochoa said this week on a visit to the city of Frankfurt in southern Germany. 

Tourism generates nine percent of all jobs in Mexico, added the minister, who set out on a tour early this month that has taken her to the United States and Canada, as well as several European countries, to promote Mexico as a destination offering more than just sun-and-sand tourism. 

Although Mexico, a country of 100 million, is the world's eighth destination in terms of arrivals, it ranks 12th with respect to tourist revenues. In 1998, for example, it received 10 million foreign visitors and took in 5.6 billion dollars in revenues. 

The United States is by far the biggest source of visitors to Mexico, accounting for 88.3 percent of all tourists, followed by Canada (3.7 percent), and Europe (3.5 percent), according to statistics from 2001. 

With regards to spending, U.S. visitors contributed 88 percent of all revenues, Europeans five percent, and Canadians four percent. 

Some 270,000 British citizens, 250,000 Germans, 150,000 Italians, 120,000 Spaniards and 65,000 French nationals spend their annual vacations in Mexico. 

The European leg of Navarro Ochoa's tour -- which includes stops in Spain, France, Britain and Italy, besides Germany -- is aimed at forging closer ties with tour operators, drumming up investment, strengthening Mexico's image, and disseminating information about the country's attractions above and beyond the traditional sun-and-sand tourism. 

According to the World Tourism Organisation, international tourist flows fell 1.3 percent overall after airliners full of passengers were hijacked by terrorist suicide commandos and flown into the World Trade Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. on Sep 11, 2001. 

But in the Americas, tourist flows shrank seven percent overall, including three percent in the United States, nine percent in Argentina -- in the midst of that country's economic, political and social collapse --, eight percent in Brazil, and four percent in Mexico. 

Despite the reduced quantity of visitors, revenues actually increased 1.3 percent, because tourists spent more. 

Reports from large international tour operators indicate that U.S., Canadian, British, French and German visitors are satisfied with their experiences in Mexico. 

Navarro Ochoa said she was confident that the inflow of visitors to Mexico would soon bounce back to previous levels, despite the profound structural transformations under way in the industry, like mergers of major tourism consortiums and the disappearance of hundreds of travel agencies. 

Ninety percent of Mexican businesses in the sector are small and medium-sized companies, and 80 percent of the capital invested in the tourism industry is of national origin. 

The government of Vicente Fox is determined to improve public safety to help Mexicans as well as foreign nationals feel safe in Mexico, Navarro Ochoa told reporters in Germany this week. 

But several years ago, the German foreign ministry posted a warning on its Internet site alerting potential visitors to Mexico of the dangers they might run into. 

The web page points to the high levels of crime and the risks that tourists face when they arrive at the airport, visit a cash machine, take a taxi or other means of transport, or ride in tour buses to remote areas or to zones where guerrilla groups are based. 

The warning also states that some of the robberies and assaults are actually committed by the police, or with police complicity. 

The German TV channel ZDF, the ARD radio station, and the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and Stuttgarter Zeitung newspapers have decided to close their branches in Mexico City, according to a study by the Free University of Berlin. Most of the offices that are to be shut down are subregional bureaus, which also report on Central America and the Caribbean. 

Despite the difficulties, the Fox administration is attempting to push an amendment through Congress that would make promoting tourism a top priority issue, said Navarro Ochoa. 

The government is well aware that the tourism industry is the fastest-growing sector of the global economy, as well as Mexico's third source of foreign exchange, after the oil and manufacturing industries, the minister underlined

ENVIRONMENT : Trouble Brews over 'Sustainable' Timber Tag
Bob Burton
CANBERRA, Nov 20 (IPS) A 'sustainable' timber certification system used around the world today needs a major overhaul if it is to protect indigenous rights and the environment, says a report released Wednesday that contains investigative case studies in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand

www.tierramerica.net
MEXICO: Debate on Border Waters
MEXICO CITY - Some 100 scientists and academics from around the world are meeting in Monterrey, Mexico this week to study the challenges of managing water resources along the borders of 50 countries. 

The participants in the International Symposium on Trans-Border Water Management are working to draft a list of recommendations for the management of watersheds and rivers located in frontier areas. 

Also to be discussed are "hydrology and climate studies on droughts and which propose criteria and methodologies to improve joint management of water resources," according to the Mexican Environment Secretariat, which is hosting the event. 

One of the central themes of the Symposium is the case of the Rio Grande (known as Rio Bravo south of the border), which separates the United States and Mexico, and which is the source of contention related to water distribution rights. 

______________________________________________________
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Exxon-Led Group Is Giving a Climate Grant to Stanford University, NY Times, 21/11:  Led by climate change skeptic ExxonMobil, a collection of oil, gas and other energy companies has pledged at least $175 million over 10 years to Stanford University to create a Global Climate and Energy Project.  One goal of the project will be to help develop renewable energy technologies.  Critics say the gift amounts to small change for the companies and is an attempt to shield them from criticism for spewing out so many greenhouse gas emissions each year.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/21/business/21CLIM.html?ex=1038885389&ei=1&en=247648b08e8a87f2)

Global warming might affect water in US West, AP/Daily Bulletin (California), 21/11:  The results of a climate change study sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy are in -- and they don't look good.  The study, which examined the effects of global warming on water availability in the West, projected significant reductions in the flow and levels of the Colorado, Sacramento and Columbia Rivers in the next 25 to 50 years.  Snowpack in the Pacific Northwest's Cascade Mountains could plummet by more than half.  One of the scientists, Tim Barnett of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, said, "You'd like there to be some good news in there somewhere, but unfortunately there is not."  (http://www.dailybulletin.com/Stories/0,1413,203%257E21481%257E1003397,00.html#)

Texas Firms Line Up U.S. Aid in Peru, Washington Post, 20/11:  Halliburton and Hunt Oil, two Texas energy companies with strong ties to the Bush White House, are requesting hundreds of millions of dollars in public financing for a natural gas project in Peru that will tear through pristine rainforests.  The Export-Import Bank of the U.S. and the Inter-American Development Bank are forbidden from funding projects that fail to pass rigorous environmental reviews. But the pipeline project in Peru is proceeding despite concerns about environmental destruction, according to anonymous officials reviewing it.  Environmental groups and some members of Congress say the project will devastate the rainforest and the lifestyle of its indigenous inhabitants.  Prior to running for vice president, Dick Cheney was chief executive of Halliburton; the Hunt family has been a major contributor to the Bush family for years.

With mahogany, Bush goes a shade greener, Christian Science Monitor, 21/11:  The US vote to toughen rules for the wood's trade has some questioning motive. George W. Bush isn't known around the world as a tree-hugger. So it may come as a surprise that President Bush, who likes to chop up mesquite and Texas cedar when he has a chance, has found a soft spot for mahogany - a tropical rain-forest tree so commercially valuable that Brazilians call it "green gold." The US surprised and delighted environmentalists - while infuriating wood importers and furniture manufacturers - when it voted last week in favor of new international rules toughening the conditions for trade in mahogany cut in the wild. Some environmental groups suspect the White House of merely looking for an easy way to improve its not-so-green image. (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1121/p02s02-usec.html)

Ottawa presents Kyoto implementation plan, says it won't hurt consumers, CP/National Post, 21/11:  The Canadian federal government presented its updated plan Thursday to implement the Kyoto climate change treaty, assuring Canadians they won't be hurt financially by efforts to cut greenhouse gases. The plan tabled in the House of Commons calls on individuals, industry and government to do their part to reduce greenhouse emissions. It calls for Canadians to become "the most sophisticated and efficient consumers and producers of energy in the world." It proposes that everyone individually reduce emissions by one tonne a year - or 20 per cent - through energy conservation and other means.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={3E09B07C-2E5C-4808-934B-F84E5C4EE517})

More clouds forming over Whitman's EPA tenure, Philadelphia Inquirer, 19/11:  Speculation is growing that U.S. EPA Administrator Christie Whitman might resign now that the Bush administration has a GOP-controlled Congress and its sights set on further environmental rollbacks.  Whitman has won favor neither from environmentalists, nor from industry lobbyists.  Environmentalists say she has caved to others in the administration on important issues, while lobbyists were skeptical of her appointment from the start. Whitman's staff says she has no plans to step down.  But that hasn't stopped speculation that John Engler, Michigan's outgoing Republican governor, and David Struhs, the current head of Florida's Department of Environmental Protection, as possible replacements.  Engler fought many battles with Michigan environmentalists, while Struhs has won moderate praise from some greenies. (See http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/4551169.htm)

Proud, patriotic & green, Christian Science Monitor, 21/11:  As war with Iraq edges closer, conserving oil and resources has become the new mantra of flag-waving Americans, who argue that true security will come only when the US stanches the flow of foreign oil. The nation's green movement is taking on shades of red, white, and blue. In ads, articles, and websites, environmentalists have pulled a page from President Bush's patriotic playbook, selling their cause of energy conservation against a backdrop of national security.  (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1121/p15s01-sten.html)

A Monument to Eco-Mindedness, Washington Post, 19/11:  The activist-friendly town of Takoma Park, Maryland., unveiled an inspiring monument to the clean energy movement this week.:  A silo that holds 21 tons of organic corn.  The corn will be used as an alternative fuel to heat a dozen homes in the town's Save Our Sky Home-Heating Cooperative, keeping more than 100,000 pounds of carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere each year.  Takoma Park is the only jurisdiction in Maryland with an official greenhouse gas reduction policy, and one city council member even has a corn-burning stove.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A7459-2002Nov18.html)

Unbalanced ecosystem imperils rich web of life, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 19/11: Some 92,000 acres of mud and sand at the bottom of the Pacific Northwest's Puget Sound is contaminated with dioxin, toxic metals, and PCBs, all the result of industrial pollution. In turn, these nasties make their way into the sound's critters. Crabs are poisoned, while orca whales, salmon, and even some herring stocks are disappearing.  The sound's beaches -- important nursery grounds for many fish -- are also in trouble because of rampant development.  Scientists think global warming is also affecting the sound's sea life. (See http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/local/95879_sound19.shtml)
___________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR  THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by  the Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General, Stefan Dujarric, and the Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly, Richard Sydenham.

           Briefing by the Secretary-General's Associate Spokesman

           Good morning.  I have a couple of statements for you today, attributable to the Spokesman.

           **Middle East

           First, on the Middle East, “The Secretary-General condemns, in the strongest possible terms, the Palestinian suicide bombing in Jerusalem today that killed at least 11 Israelis and injured dozens more,  including many children.  He expresses his profound condolences to the

     families of the victims.  As he has made clear repeatedly, the Secretary-General believes that such attacks are utterly reprehensible and only serve to spur further hatred and mistrust.

           “The Secretary-General appeals to all concerned not to allow the  scourge of terrorism to blind them to the pressing need for an intensive  effort to bring peace between Israelis and Palestinians.  He continues to  believe that the roadmap for achieving a two-State solution being developed by the Quartet can play a vital role in breaking the cycle of violence and

     promoting a peaceful settlement.  Stressing again that the conflict can  only be resolved through negotiations, the Secretary-General urges all  sides to desist from all forms of violence, as demanded in Security Council  resolution 1435 (2002).”

           **Myanmar  

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the release of political prisoners  that began in Yangon on Thursday following a statement by the Government that 115 political prisoners would be freed, including many members of the  National League for Democracy (NLD).  During his visit from 12 to 16 November, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy, Razali Ismail, strongly urged the Government to release political prisoners in a large  number, at one time, so that more than 200 political detainees would have  been released by the end of 2002.  The Secretary-General hopes this first large-scale release will provide fresh momentum for the national reconciliation process in Myanmar.”

           **Secretary-General's Travels

           Concerning the Secretary-General's travels, this morning he flew from Croatia to the Netherlands, where he and his wife Nane had a private lunch with Queen Beatrix at The Hague.  They then drove to Tilburg, in the  southern Netherlands, where the Secretary-General received an honorary  doctorate from the University of Tilburg and addressed the university about  the need for a new vision of global security that would respect human

     rights, confront the threat of terrorism and draw upon the resources and legitimacy of multilateral cooperation.

           He noted the competing claims of sovereignty and intervention, asserting, “After Srebrenica, after Rwanda, after genocide, all of us need to  affirm that sovereignty means responsibilities as well as power; and that  among those responsibilities, none is more important than protecting  citizens from violence in war”.

           He noted that since the 11 September terror attacks, there was a  danger that crucial liberties could be sacrificed in pursuit of security.  And  he said that any sacrifice of freedom or the rule of law within States could  “hand the terrorists a victory that no act of theirs alone could possibly  bring”.

           **Secretary-General on Iraq

           While the Secretary-General was at Tilburg University, he did take  some questions from the press, with one reporter asking him whether there was a proper chance for diplomacy to work in Iraq.  He responded that the  chief United Nations weapons inspectors had been in Baghdad this week,  saying, “From the accounts that I have received, it did go well”.  The     important point, he said, was that if Iraq complies with United Nations  resolutions and the inspectors are able to complete their work, “then I think the arguments for military action will be considerably diminished”.

           Asked about a United States request to some 60 countries to commit troops in the event that Iraq does not comply, the  Secretary-General responded, “It’s not up to me to advise the United States on how to prepare for certain eventualities”.  He added that for now,  the focus was on effective inspections.

           **Iraq Weapons Inspections

           Keeping with Iraq, with the arrival in Baghdad yesterday of an  additional 16 persons, the advance team of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International  Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) now totals over 30.  They are hard at work to get the Baghdad operations centre for weapons inspections up and    running in time for the resumption of inspections on 27 November.  The  advance team includes administrative staff, computer and communications  experts, medics and security personnel.

           **Angola

           Turning to Angola, today in Luanda, the Joint Commission for the  Angolan peace process finished its work.  And in a closing ceremony, the parties involved in the Commission, that is, the United Nations, the Angolan Government, and the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola, otherwise known as UNITA, as well as the “Troika” of observers,  signed a declaration stating that the main tasks of the Angolan peace  process have been completed.  The declaration was signed by the  Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Ibrahim Gambari, in his capacity on the Joint Commission.

           The Joint Commission recognized that the reasons to support the maintenance of sanctions against UNITA have ceased to exist, and  recommended that the Security Council consider the immediate lifting of  all sanctions against UNITA.  Mr. Gambari said today that the completion  of the Joint Commission’s work “marked a signpost in the history of the

     Angolan people”, with war having been replaced by a spirit of amity and  fraternity.  He added, “The consolidation of peace is not an event, but a  process, just as national reconciliation is in fact a long-drawn  undertaking.”  We have copies of Mr. Gambari’s speech available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           Today the Security Council is holding an open meeting on Bougainville.  Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran  Prendergast updated the Council on the peace process and weapons  resolved with the assistance of the United Nations.  Mr. Prendergast

     informed the Council that the Secretary-General has sent a letter to the  President of the Security Council, informing it of his intention to seek its endorsement in extending the mandate of the United Nations Political  Office in Bougainville by another year, on the basis of requests from the  Bougainville Government and the parties to the Bougainville Peace    Agreement.

           And this afternoon, the Security Council is scheduled to hold a  private meeting with troop-contributing countries to the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus.

           **Afghanistan

           On Afghanistan, the disarmament exercise in northern Afghanistan is not going well, according to the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan.  And the speed of the process and the amount of arms  collected have not met the expectations.  To address the slow progress,  Generals Ustad Atta Mohammad and Abdul Rashid Dostum held meetings   yesterday and this morning, together with other members of the Security  Commission, which is composed of representatives from the key military  factions in the north as well as representatives of the United Nations.  For  more, I would invite you to check the briefing notes from Kabul.

                 **Malnutrition in Iraq

           According to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), new data released today indicates that the malnutrition rate among Iraqi children has fallen to the lowest level since 1996.  The new data comes from a UNICEF-sponsored household survey of malnutrition in children  under five.  UNICEF says the improvement can be attributed to the combination of the lifting of the cap on oil sales, continued expenditures by the Iraq authorities of the majority of the oil-for-food funds on food, and the   success of nutrition screening in the Community Child Care Units and two  good years of rainfall and crop harvests.  We have more upstairs in the UNICEF press release.

                 **WFP on Hunger in Africa

           The World Food Programme (WFP) announced today a new campaign called Africa Hunger Alert, in response to growing concern from  the general public about the hunger crisis gripping the continent.  More  than 38 million Africans are affected by a crisis that has grown more acute in the wake of major emergencies in the southern part of the continent and     the Horn of Africa.  James Morris, Executive Director of WFP, said that without a massive response, “the humanitarian community will not be able  to cope with the disaster”.  The new campaign, which will be launched on  16 December, is a response to grassroots initiatives from all over the world  and will include a special page on the WFP Web site.  We have more     upstairs on this in the WFP press release.

           **ILO on Trade Unions

           The International Labour Organization (ILO) today came out with its report, issued every three years, on serious infringements and violations of freedom of association and trade union rights, in which it cites Belarus,  Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela and Zimbabwe for serious cases of labour  violations.  The ILO Committee on Freedom of Association draws special  attention to Belarus, where it notes with deep alarm the serious deterioration in trade union rights, including what appeared to be a  manipulation of the trade union movement.

           In Colombia, the report lists allegations of attempted murders,  abductions and threats, while it also notes the forcible harassment of union  members in Zimbabwe and Ecuador.  And in Venezuela, it notes allegations of the unfair dismissal of 3,500 workers in the state of Trujillo. We have more on this in the ILO press release upstairs.

           **Art and Human Rights

           The Secretary-General sent a message today for a project organized by the European Academy of Sciences and Arts and the Guggenheim Foundation on “Arts as a Mediator of Tolerance”.  In the  message, the Secretary-General says that artists have a special role to  play in the global struggle for peace, development and human rights.  He  says, “Art is a weapon against ignorance and hatred, and an agent of  public awareness”.  We have the text of the message upstairs.

           **Côte d'Ivoire

           In Abidjan today, in Côte d'Ivoire, the United Nations humanitarian  agencies launched an emergency flash appeal on behalf of 3.9 million  people who have been affected by the conflict that erupted there in September.  The appeal covers affected populations in Burkina Faso,  Ghana and Mali, as well as those in Côte d'Ivoire, and seeks $15.9 million.  We have more upstairs on that appeal. 

           **“E-Waste”

           Getting to the end of this briefing, a few more press releases.  Officials of eight Asian countries are meeting in Tianjin, China, today to discuss the disposal of computers and other electronic items, according to  the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  The countries are  meeting under the auspices of the Basel Convention on the Transboundary     Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal to discuss what to do  with “e-wastes”, which means old computers, printers, cartridges and other related equipment.  These wastes not only contain a blend of plastics,  metals and other materials, but often contain hazardous substances such as lead, cadmium and mercury.  Among the solutions being discussed are    easier and safer methods of dismantling the equipment and making  manufacturers responsible for the management of wastes resulting from  the equipment they sell.  We have a press release on that upstairs.

           **World Chronicle Programme

           And lastly, World Chronicle Programme number 876, with  Jayantha Dhanapala, Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs,  will be shown this afternoon at 3:30 on in-house channels 3 and 31.  Any  questions?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  Do we know how many inspectors are in the field in  Iraq?

           Associate Spokesman:  As of now, there are no “inspectors” in  Iraq.  The  30 people that are on the ground are technicians, computer technicians, communications people and security people basically getting the  UNMOVIC and IAEA operation back up and running.  The first batch of  actual inspectors will arrive on 25 November and the inspection, as far as     I'm told, will start on 27 November.

           Question:  How many?

           Associate Spokesman:  We don’t have the numbers yet but we'll know when they show up exactly how many will have arrived.

           Question:  I'd like a reaction to United States Secretary of Defense  Rumsfeld's attack naming the Secretary-General, regarding his view on the no-fly zone.  Is there any reaction by now? 

           Associate Spokesman:  No, I'll just stand by what the Secretary-General said.  He was conveying his observation as to the state  of the Security Council.  And he said that he thought most members would  not see that as a violation of the Security Council resolution.  It wasn't his interpretation of the resolution, per se, but rather what he felt, where the  Council stood this time.

           Question:  What was his reason for speaking out?

           Associate Spokesman:  I think you'll find that he sometimes does, while not interpreting the Council resolution, but he will sometimes state his opinion as to what he feels is the thinking of the Council.  If you'll look  back to the run-up on the latest resolution on Iraq, he kept predicting a 15-0 vote and he was right.

           Question:  Would he support a military attack if it indeed took  place?

           Associate Spokesman:  I don't want to go into any sort of  forward-looking speculation.

           Question:  A story on 60 Minutes said Hans Blix is the twenty-fourth person considered.  Is that accurate in any way?

           Associate Spokesman:  I'd be happy to check for you.

           Question:  What's the problem in Afghanistan?

           Associate Spokesman:  The problem we were flagged upon today  was the issue of disarmament, which was not moving as quickly as hoped.  And a number of members of the Security Commission were meeting to discuss that issue.  This Security Commission includes     members of the United Nations staff.  But I would point you to the Kabul  briefing notes if you want more on that.

           Question:  Back to the inspectors, I understand Mr. Blix will be  here on Monday.  Please fill us in on his activities that day.  The other  thing, how likely is it that the Security Council will reconvene to discuss  paragraph 8 and clarify this difference of interpretations between the White House, or by certain members of the administration, and what Kofi Annan     said the other day?

           Associate Spokesman:  On your second question, I won't get into  that.  I would turn those questions over to the Chinese Presidency of the Council.  As for Dr. Blix, my understanding is that he will be here on  Monday and he will brief the Council on Monday afternoon in closed consultations.

           Question:  On Cyprus, did you receive Mr. Denktash's letter?

           Associate Spokesman:  We did receive a letter from Mr.  Denktash.

           Question:  He's asking for an extension, I understand? Did you give him one?

           Associate Spokesman:  I don't have any information on what  answer was given to Mr. Denktash.  I think the Secretary-General's  statement yesterday speaks for itself.

           Question:  He (Mr. Denktash) gave an interview today to a Turkish Cypriot radio, and he said his answer was going to be negative.  Do you have any comment?

           Associate Spokesman:  Well, we haven't received any answer from the Turkish Cypriot side.

           Question:  Do you know if the Secretary-General is planning to go

     to Cyprus next week?

           Associate Spokesman:  I do not know.   

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the Assembly President

           Good afternoon.  The General Assembly plenary continued  discussion on cooperation between the United Nations and regional and other organizations in a joint debate with some 32 speakers inscribed.   And that debate will be going on this afternoon, too.

           The Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural) takes action on draft resolutions on the Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and on human rights questions.  The Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) continues discussion of  financing of the Yugoslavia and Rwanda Tribunals and the programme   budget for the biennium 2002-2003.   In his message on World Television Day, today, President Kavan  notes that in the existing international climate, this is an occasion to  recognize “the increasing impact television bears on decision-making by alerting world attention to international conflicts”.  And he notes that the  upcoming World Summit on Information Society next year in Geneva will  once more emphasize the role of television.  He goes on to say, “this is a  day to renew the commitments by all parties to support the development of

     a media that provides unbiased information, preserves cultural identity as  well as diversity, and promotes understanding among peoples and so that  television can truly fulfill its potential as a force for democratic exchange and social development”.

           The statement is on the President’s Web site.  And tomorrow, the  General Assembly will take up reports of the First Committee on  Disarmament and International Security items.

           Any questions?  Thank you.

· *** * 

___________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *

Middle East

21 November – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today condemned in the strongest possible terms the suicide bombing that took place this morning in Jerusalem, which killed at least 11 Israelis and injured dozens more, including many children.

“As he has made clear repeatedly, the Secretary-General believes that such attacks are utterly reprehensible and only serve to spur further hatred and mistrust,” said a statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York. “Stressing again that the conflict can only be resolved through negotiations, he urges all sides to desist from all forms of violence – as demanded in Security Council resolution 1435.”

The Secretary-General also appealed to all concerned not to allow the scourge of terrorism to blind them to the pressing need for an intensive effort to bring peace between Israelis and Palestinians, according to the statement.

“He continues to believe that the roadmap for achieving a two-state solution being developed by the Quartet can play a vital role in breaking the cycle of violence and promoting a peaceful settlement,” the statement said, referring to the diplomatic group comprised of the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States.

* * *

Iraq

21 November – Another 16 United Nations personnel have arrived in Baghdad in preparation for the resumption next week of weapons inspections in Iraq, a UN spokesman said today.

With the addition of the new arrivals yesterday, the advance team of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) now totals over 30, Hiro Ueki said in Baghdad.

The team is “hard at work” to get the Baghdad operations centre for weapons inspections up and running in time for the resumption of inspections on 27 November, he said.

The advance team includes administrative staff, computer and communications experts, medics and security personnel. The first team of inspectors from UNMOVIC and the IAEA is scheduled to arrive in Baghdad on Monday.

Meanwhile in the Netherlands, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan was asked whether there was a proper chance for diplomacy to work in Iraq. “From the accounts that I have received, it did go well,” he said, referring to the meetings of the chief UN weapons inspectors in Baghdad this week with senior Iraqi officials.

The important point, Mr. Annan added, was that if Iraq complies with UN resolutions and the inspectors are able to complete their work, “then I think the arguments for military action will be considerably diminished.”

Asked about a request by the United States to some 60 countries to commit troops in the event that Iraq does not comply, the Secretary-General responded, “It’s not up to me to advise the United States on how to prepare for certain eventualities.” He added that for now, the focus was on effective inspections.

* * *

Iraq

21 November – Nearly half a million fewer youngsters are suffering from general malnutrition as child hunger rates in the southern and central parts of Iraq have fallen to their lowest levels since peaking in 1996, according to a new survey released today by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

The report says malnutrition rates fell to 4 per cent this year, down from a high of 11 per cent in 1996, translating into an estimated 480,000 fewer Iraqi children going hungry each day, UNICEF said.

The new data comes from a UNICEF-supported household survey of malnutrition among children under five that was conducted by the Iraqi Ministry of Health and the Central Statistical Organization last February.

The survey also shows that the number of children who are underweight fell, from a 1996 high of 23 per cent to 9 per cent this year.

According to UNICEF, the improvements were due to the continuing expenditure by Iraq of the majority of oil-for-food money on food, the UN’s lifting of a cap on oil sales, nutrition screening and two good years of rainfall and bumper crops.

“Despite improvements there are still close to one million children under the age of five suffering from chronic malnutrition in Iraq today – that’s nearly a quarter of all children of that age,” said Carel de Rooy, the head of UNICEF in Iraq.

The monthly government food ration received by virtually the entire Iraqi population has made the greatest impact in reducing child malnutrition, according to UNICEF. Under the UN oil-for-food programme, the Iraqi Government is permitted to sell a limited amount of oil within the framework of UN sanctions in order to purchase food, medicine, and other essential supplies.

The programme budget is allocated by the Government, which spends more than $1.25 billion on food every six months. The food ration distribution is among the largest of its kind in the world, UNICEF said.

In 1991 the food ration per person in Iraq amounted to just 1,090 calories each day. A result of the increased revenue from the UN humanitarian programme had raised the daily ration to 2,215 calories per day in 2002.

* * *

Bougainville

21 November – Progress in the Bougainville peace process had seen some recent setbacks and Secretary-General Kofi Annan was intending to extend the mandate of the United Nations Political Office there by another year to allow it to complete its tasks, a senior UN official told the Security Council today.

In his briefing to the Council, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast said that the peace process and weapons collection programme in Bougainville had been delayed and that the momentum for arms disposal had slowed down.

The setbacks in the weapons containment could be explained by well-intended efforts to address the impatience of ex-combatants, he said, noting that there had been problems relating to the disbursement of funds intended for them, which had led some of them to refuse to participate in the arms disposal programme.

There had also been a deliberate campaign of misrepresentation by some leaders regarding implementation of the peace process, Mr. Prendergast added. However, ex-combatant leaders had responded to those challenges, and on 30 October they had adopted decisions to make containers more secure and to place weapons collection back on track.

Mr. Prendergast said the UN Political Office in Bougainville (UNPOB) had reported that the credibility of the weapons disposal was at stake if the 24 December deadline was not met. Even if that target was met, the Office must still verify the process, which was unlikely to be completed by the 31 December expiration of its mandate. As a consequence, the Secretary-General had written to the Council requesting an extension of UNPOB’s mandate for a year, as had the Government of Papua New Guinea.

Representatives from all 15 Council members took part in the ensuing discussion, as did those from Australia, Fiji and Papua New Guinea, whose envoy, Robert Aisi, said progress had been made in three main areas of the 2001 Bougainville Peace Agreement: peace reconciliation, arms disposal and unprecedented constitutional reforms.

Mr. Aisi confirmed that the first and second stages of arms collection were near completion, and only the third stage remained. Requesting a one-year extension of the UNPOB mandate that would enable the Office to finish its work, he said the Government was confident and optimistic that the mandate, albeit somewhat slowed, would be fulfilled under the proposed timetable, if not earlier. Papua New Guinea’s Prime Minister, Michael Somare, had reaffirmed that during his 18 October meeting in New York with Mr. Annan.

* * *

Myanmar

21 November – Welcoming the release of more than 100 political prisoners in Myanmar, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said he hoped the move would help jumpstart the country’s national reconciliation talks.

A statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York said the Secretary-General welcomed the release of political prisoners that began in Yangon on Thursday following a statement by the Government that 115 detainees, including many members of the National League for Democracy (NLD), would be freed.

“The Secretary-General hopes this first large-scale release will provide fresh momentum for the national reconciliation process in that country,” he said.

During his visit last week, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Myanmar, Razali Ismail, strongly urged the Government to release political prisoners in a large number at one time so that more than 200 political detainees would have been released by the end of 2002.

* * *

Secretary-General

21 November – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for a new vision of global security that would respect human rights, confront the threat of terrorism and draw upon the resources and legitimacy of multilateral cooperation.

In a statement to Tilburg University in the Netherlands, where he was awarded an honorary doctorate, the Secretary-General noted the competing claims of sovereignty and intervention, and the balance between the rights of States and the rights of individuals.

“After Srebrenica, after Rwanda, after genocide, all of us need to affirm that sovereignty means responsibilities as well as power; and that among those responsibilities, none is more important than protecting citizens from violence in war,” he stressed.

Since the 11 September terror attacks in the United States, there was a danger that crucial liberties could be sacrificed in pursuit of security, the Secretary-General said, adding that any sacrifice of freedom or the rule of law within States could “hand the terrorists a victory that no act of theirs alone could possibly bring.”

The Secretary-General and his wife, Nane, had arrived earlier Thursday in The Hague, where they had a private lunch with Queen Beatrix, according to a UN spokesman. After another day of meetings tomorrow in the Netherlands, the couple will travel to France on Sunday before returning to New York next week.

* * *

Angola

21 November – A panel set up to implement the remaining tasks of the Angolan peace process has recommended that the United Nations Security Council immediately lift the sanctions imposed by it on the former rebel group, the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA).

The Joint Commission made the recommendation after declaring yesterday that the main tasks of the Lusaka Protocol had been completed and that medium- and long-term tasks would be dealt with on a continuing basis between the Angolan Government and UNITA.

The declaration was signed by Ibrahim Gambari, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for Angola and Chairman of the Commission, as well as representatives of the Angolan Government, UNITA and the three observer States of Portugal, Russian Federation and the United States.

Speaking to the press after the signing, Mr. Gambari said the objective of the Lusaka Protocol was national conciliation, “which is not an event but a process.” It was up to the parties, the Angolan people and the international community to increase their efforts to consolidate the peace and promote national reconciliation in the country, he added.

Asked about the Joint Commission’s position on reports that UNITA still possess some weapons and diamonds, Mr. Gambari said the Commission had heard from UNITA regarding the issue and that the Declaration signed by the parties had taken account of the report.

On the future role of the UN in the country’s peace process, Mr. Gambari said, “I think one chapter is closed and another one is open, which is for the international community to increase its assistance in the key areas left” – humanitarian, developmental issues, support for social reintegration of demobilized soldiers and the millions of internally displaced people.

* * *

Afghanistan

21 November – The disarmament exercise in northern Afghanistan is not going well, and the speed of the process and the amount of arms collected have not met expectations, the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said today.

To address the slow progress in Sholgara, Gen. Ustad Atta Mohammad and Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum held meetings yesterday and this morning together with other members of the Security Commission, a spokesman for UNAMA said in Kabul. The Commission is composed of representatives from the key military factions in the north as well as a representative from the UN.

“Disarmament is the sort of thing that you do not impose on the parties,” Manoel de Almeida e Silva said. “They have to do it themselves.”

* * *

Africa: food crisis

21 November – Responding to mounting concern about the food crisis gripping Africa, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today announced the creation of a global campaign to help more than 38 million hunger victims on the continent.

According to WFP, the Africa Hunger Alert is in reaction to “spontaneous grass-roots initiatives originating among student communities in the United States and Canada and that now stretch from Europe to Hong Kong.”

The students and community groups have committed themselves to helping generate an international response to the catastrophic conditions in Africa caused primarily by shifting weather patterns, political instability, failed economic policies, and HIV/AIDS, WFP said in a the statement issued from its Rome headquarters.

“By announcing the ‘Africa Hunger Alert’ campaign, WFP is signalling its commitment to link up with ordinary citizens to alert the international community to the enormity of the crisis faced by millions of innocent men, women and children who run the very real risk of death by starvation,” WFP Executive Director James T. Morris said.

He appealed to governments, private charities, non-governmental organizations, citizens’ groups “and everyone who cares about fundamental human decency to join this campaign,” adding that “the scope and depth of the crisis is unprecedented and require an unprecedented and urgent response.”

The hunger crisis in Africa has grown particularly acute in the wake of two major emergencies this year – in the southern part of the continent and in the Horn of Africa, WFP said. Nearly 15 million people in six countries – Malawi, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Lesotho, Swaziland and Mozambique –are threatened by starvation while an additional 11 to 15 million are at risk in Ethiopia and Eritrea. Mr. Morris said without a massive response, the humanitarian community will not be able to counter these looming disasters.

The new campaign, which is open to all interested organizations, will be launched on 16 December and run for at least three months. The UN agency said it will provide support, including a special page on its website (www.wfp.org/AfricaHungerAlert), where information about the crisis and the initiative will be posted to lobby governments.

* * *

Labour

21 November – A new report by the United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO) has cited Belarus, Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela and Zimbabwe for “serious infringements of the principle of freedom of association and violations of trade union rights.”

In the report, the ILO’s Committee on Freedom of Association draws special attention to Belarus, where, it notes, there is a serious deterioration in trade union rights. The Committee expresses concern over measures which appear to be a manipulation of the trade union movement and capable of undermining the rights of workers to elect their representatives.

The Committee says it regrets declarations to the Federation of Trade Unions of Belarus, attributed to the country’s President, stating that those remarks “represent a clear attempt to transform the trade union movement into an instrument for the pursuance of political aims.”

In the case of Colombia, the Committee lists allegations of attempted murders, abductions and threats against trade union officials and members, saying that it received reports of 45 murders, 37 abductions and nine attempted murders. It urged the Government to dismantle paramilitary and other violent revolutionary groups in the country.

With respect to Ecuador, the Committee cites allegations of violations of the right to strike, including the invasion of plantations by hundreds of armed and hooded men who wounded 12 workers and harassed female workers.

In Venezuela, the Committee refers to allegations of unfair dismissal of 3,500 workers in the regional government of the State of Trujillo, saying the authorities had shunned the Committee’s appeal to reinstate the workers and calling for an independent inquiry into the reasons for the mass dismissal.

The Committee also cited the case of Zimbabwe, where plain-clothes representatives of the Zimbabwean Republic Police threatened to use force to disband a meeting of the Zimbabwean Confederation of Trade Union, despite a High Court ruling that the police did not have a right to attend the meetings.

* * *

Rwanda

21 November – A former prefect today appeared before the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) and pleaded not guilty to charges that he was responsible for the deaths of some 60 Tutsi boys hiding in a church during the country’s genocide in 1994.

Col. Tharcisse Renzaho, former prefect of Kigali-ville, is charged with three counts of genocide, or alternatively, complicity in genocide, and murder as a crime against humanity. He was arrested on 29 September in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and was transferred to the UN Detention Facility in Arusha, Tanzania the following day.

Colonel Renzaho is alleged, both individually and acting in concert with others, to have caused many Tutsis to be killed at St. Famille Parish Church, St Paul’s Pastoral Centre, and at the Centre d’Education de Langues Africaines (CELA) in Kigali. At CELA he allegedly ordered the murder of approximately 100 persons in April 1994 and at St. Paul’s he allegedly ordered the murder of sixty Tutsi boys.

According to the Tribunal, Colonel Renzaho publicly incited Hutu civilians to kill Tutsis. In one instance in April 1994, he is alleged to have broadcast orders over Radio Rwanda to soldiers, gendarmes, militia, local citizens and demobilized soldiers to construct and man roadblocks for purposes of intercepting, identifying and killing Tutsis.

The UN court was told that the accused also sent Interahamwe militia to the Nyarugenge commune to kill Tutsis and that Andre Kameya, a journalist, was also killed pursuant to his written orders.

* * *

Reproductive health

21 November – Actions to safeguard women’s reproductive rights, improve access to reproductive health services, reduce maternal mortality and prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS are high on the agenda of a United Nations-supported conference that opened today at the Canadian Parliament in Ottawa.

About 100 lawmakers from 70 countries are attending the two-day conference to discuss how they can help to secure funding and strengthen laws, policies and services so that all women and men can enjoy the right to reproductive health.

“We cannon confront today’s massive challenges of poverty, hunger, disease and environmental destruction unless we address the issues of population and reproductive health,” stressed Thoraya Obaid, Executive Director of the UN Population Fund (UNFPA).

According to UNFPA, a woman dies from a pregnancy-related cause every minute. Another 58 million women give birth each year without any medical help while 350 million women are denied access to safe and effective family planning methods.

At the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, 179 countries supported universal access to reproductive health care by the year 2015. Governments also signed a Programme of Action, moving away from demographic targets and family planning quotas to giving free access to reproductive information.

UNFPA said the Ottawa conference would give lawmakers an opportunity to outline actions they can take to ensure that the goals set eight years ago in Cairo are fulfilled. At the end of the conference, lawmakers are expected to sign a Statement of Commitment, outlining specific actions they will take in their countries to promote reproductive health and rights and move the Cairo agenda forward.

* * *

Electronic waste

21 November – Officials from eight Asian countries are meeting in China, under a United Nations-backed treaty on hazardous wastes, to seek solutions to the growing deluge of electrical and electronic wastes, popularly refereed to as “e-wastes.”

“The emerging issue of ‘e-wastes’ needs to be tackled urgently as the production and use of PCs [personal computers] continues to rise dramatically,” said Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), under whose agency the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal was adopted in 1989.

A number of Asian countries are generally considered to be the main importers of e-wastes generated around the world, UNEP said, noting that the importing countries “can earn significant income from refurbishing used PCs and disassembling obsolete personal computers, monitors and circuit boards and then recovering the gold, copper and other precious metals.”

UNEP said “end-of-life” personal computers, printers and other related equipment are made of highly sophisticated blends of metals, plastics and other materials, which often contain hazardous substances such as lead, cadmium and mercury. “Workers in e-waste operations may face dangerous working conditions where health, safety and environmental standards may be compromised,” the agency said.

A variety of potential solutions are being discussed at the meeting in Tianjin, including incorporating easier and safer dismantling at the design stage, strengthening of national capacities and legislative frameworks for monitoring, and controlling transboundary movements of this hazardous waste stream.

The meeting, attended by representatives from China, India, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet Nam, will also consider how to start producing authoritative data on e-waste streams, while evaluating current technical practices.

* * *

World Television Day

21 November – Television as the world’s most important communications tool is central to the spread of an “information society,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message marking World Television Day.

“People everywhere are living in more and more of an information society,” said Mr. Annan, and television “has a key role to play as these changes deepen and spread further still.”

Urging the television industry to produce and distribute diverse, high quality content, in the developed and developing countries, Mr. Annan said “our interdependent world requires an information society that is universal and inclusive, that promotes mutual understanding and tolerance, and that presents a plurality of views.” 

In his message, General Assembly President, Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic highlighted television’s indispensable role in the proper functioning of genuine democracies, and said that “television is a decisive factor in globalization [as] it supports cultural diversity and helps to establish freedom of information.”

Next December, the deliberations of the World Summit on Information Society, which will bring together all key stakeholders to discuss the information revolution and its impact, will be complemented by a UN organized World Electronic Media Forum to be held in Geneva. The Forum will bring together diverse players from the developed and developing world to focus on the role of the electronic media in the information society.

* *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Ewaste" ��DPA - Asian nations target Western "ewaste" 


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Environment" ��BusinessWorld  -  Concern for the environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Livelihood" ��Asia Pulse - Indian environmentalist unveils "sustainable livelihood" concept�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Khosla" ��Website - Dr Ashok Khosla given UNEP Sasakawa Environment award


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Pollutants" ��Africa News  - Ministry  Organises Workshop On Pollutants
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