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THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday, 22 November 2004



Security Council News
· IHT - Sudanese government and rebels agree to end southern conflict

Other Environment-related News
· Reuters - Scientists See Hope Amid Coral Doom and Gloom

· Thai Press - IUCN Launches Global 'Plant A Tree For Peace' Programme In Bangkok

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP
· ROLAC


Other UN News
· UN Daily News of 19  November 2004
· S.G.’s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of 19 November 2004
Czech News Agency

November 19, 2004

HEADLINE: SCIENTISTS WARN THAT NOTHING PROVES OZONE LAYER'S RENEWAL

BODY:


PRAGUE, Nov 19 (CTK) - The greenhouse gases emissions have sunk since the Montreal Protocol started to be implemented in the late 20th century, but this does not mean that the ozone layer has already started to regenerate, participants in a scientific symposium in Prague said today.

The symposium was held on the eve of the Montreal Protocol world conference in the Czech capital.

Professor Mario Jose Molina from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the first ever scientist to win the Nobel Prize in 1995 for his environmentalist research, told journalists after the meeting that scientists have never expected the ozone layer, which is a vitally important part of the Earth's atmosphere, to regenerate soon. 

Emissions have been sinking, but this does not mean any crucial change. At the same time, some of the countries which have met the protocol's conditions so far, are going to apply for exceptions in Prague, Molina said.

It could be said that the ozone layer is regenerating but there is no evidence to prove this, therefore the scientific monitoring of the atmosphere should continue, he said.

Participants in the symposium agreed that if the Montreal Protocol is to achieve the ozone layer renewal, the signatory countries should not allow the exceptions for methyl bromide emissions, requested by a few advanced countries.

Methyl bromide destroys the ozone layer sixty times more quickly than the traditional freons.

Molina gave freons as a good example of the replacement of harmful substances with less dangerous.

People continue to use sprays and fridges. Alternative substances (to freons) do exist, Molina said.

He said that alternatives to some less harmful substances used in air-conditioning devices should be looked for as well, as their production volume is starting to increase.

The symposium's conclusions will be made available to the politicians attending the Montreal Protocol's signatory countries' conference next week.

The preparatory part of the conference will start on Monday. The top-level talks will be opened by Czech Prime Minister Stanislav Gross on November 25. They will involve more than 700 delegates from almost 190 signatory countries, including several dozens of environment ministers and the U.N. deputy general secretary and executive director for the environment (UNEP) Klaus Toepfer.

The signatory countries pledged in the Montreal Protocol of 1987 to reduce the emissions of chemical substances unfriendly to the ozone layer.

The Czech Republic joined the protocol in 1994.

rtj/dr/ms

JOURNAL-CODE: WCNA

LOAD-DATE: November 20, 2004 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Gulf China Daily

Societies urged to help cut pollution 

By SOMAN BABY

CIVIL societies were yesterday urged to educate the public on environmental issues.

The call came from the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) acting director and regional representative Habib El Habr.

Speaking at the opening of a regional civil society forum at the Regency InterContinental Hotel, he said Unep and government organisations can implement environmental protection measures only with the support of civil societies.

The Third Regional Civil Society Forum is being organised by the Unep West Asia regional office.

It is one of six regional meetings organised by Unep to prepare for the Sixth Global Civil Society Forum (GCSF), scheduled for February 19 and 20 in Nairobi, Kenya.

The global event will be held simultaneously with the Unep governing council/Glo-bal Ministerial Environmental Forum 2005.

The Regional Civil Society Forum provides an opportunity for civil societies at regional levels to provide their views on the global environmental governance, said Dr El Habr.

They will also discuss Unep's programme for 2006-07.

The forum will end today. It will elect two society representatives for the drafting group meeting on the global civil society statement to be held on December 3 and 4 in Nairobi.

Four regional civil society representatives will also be elected to take part in the sixth GCSF. More than 20 civil society representatives from West Asian countries are attending. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC, Nairobi

Kenyans hope for peace dividend 

	By Muliro Telewa 
 


[image: image1.png]



	[image: image2.jpg]



Kenyans hope the mood of peace will spread


Most Kenyans have welcomed the decision of the UN Security Council to hold its session on the peace initiatives in Sudan and Somalia in the capital, Nairobi. 
This is just the fourth time that the council has met away from its base in New York. 
Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs Moses Wetangula used the opportunity to lash out at the US Government, which has been advising its citizens not to visit Kenya due to fears of insecurity after terror attacks in 1998 and 2002. 
"The fact that the Security Council has visited Kenya out of so many other countries should assure tourists that Kenya is a safe destination any time," he said. 
'Little Mogadishu' 
If there is a place where Kenyans have indicated that they want peace in Somalia, it is Nairobi's Eastleigh Estate. 
Fifteen years ago, this middle-class area was predominantly Kenyan but it is now called "Little Mogadishu" after many thousands of the more affluent refugees from neighbouring Somalia moved in to occupy most of the area's residential and commercial buildings. 
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How do you beat up a person who says he wants peace? 

Kenyan policeman 


Resident John Kamau told the BBC: "Since the Somali refugees started coming in to Eastleigh, the rents have more than tripled, phasing out Kenyans. 
"The Security Council should sort out the insecurity situation in Somalia so that these people can go back home and leave the area for Kenyans and hopefully the rent will drop." 
Addressing the council, Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki said Kenyans would heave a sigh of relief when peace is eventually found in the neighbouring countries because too many small arms are being smuggled into Kenya from areas where there are conflicts. 
Peace dividend 
While not all of the problems in Sudan and Somalia were solved at the meeting, Kenyan demonstrators may reap an unexpected benefit. 
The mood of peace which dominated the two-day meeting even seemed to affect Kenya's police. 
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The SPLA rebels have agreed to give up their armed campaign


Shortly before the council ambassadors were driven into the heavily guarded United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) offices in Nairobi, a group of Sudanese young men, most of them in their late teens, started to demonstrate at the main gate. 
They were waving placards in the air, shouting at the top of their voices: "We want peace. We want peace." 
Instead of reaching for their truncheons as they would normally do, two uniformed senior policemen listened to the Sudanese youths for about 10 minutes. 
When I asked a policeman about this change of attitude, he asked: "How do you beat up a person who says he wants peace?" 
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan addressed the Security Council, in the presence of the warring parties in Sudan, rebel leader John Garang and Vice-President Ali Osman Taha, telling them to unite because "there is no time to waste". 
'Don't complain' 
One couldn't help noticing the way some workers at the UN offices in Nairobi scrambled to get a glimpse of Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni. 
One woman told me she enjoys the way he speaks his mind without worrying. 
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During his long speech to the Council, every three or four minutes he ignored his written speech and resorted to off-the-cuff remarks leaving most of his listeners in stitches. 
I was told translators locked away in booths nearby don't like him. 
He confuses them, since they have copies of the written word, which they are supposed to follow. 
Who else tells the world without flinching that African soldiers are cheaper than troops "from very far, from Uruguay, from the North Pole" and so they should be considered for all African peacekeeping missions? 
Before his speech, he warned the delegates: 
"Sorry to take a lot of your time, but I imagine you came a long way to listen to us. So don't complain." 
Doubting Thomas 
The host of the second Security Council session to be held in Africa, President Mwai Kibaki, wore a western suit which had that boring look, but that cannot be said of this year's Nobel Peace Prize winner, Kenyan professor Wangari Maathai. 
An ankle length bright yellow dress with a headscarf to match brightened the day. 
With a blue ribbon on the dress, it resembled the newly created Kenyan national dress. 
Mr Taha and Mr Garang again shook hands, after signing a document pledging that they will sign a comprehensive peace agreement before the end of the year. 
The mood at the Unep headquarters in Gigiri, on the outskirts of Nairobi, is for peace in Sudan and Somalia. 
For now the warring factions in the two countries seem to agree, but some doubting Thomases are asking how long this mood will last after the world's attention is shifted elsewhere. 
And the UN Security Council has flown the thousands of miles back to its more usual surroundings in New York. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Independent on Sunday (London), November 21, 2004 

HEADLINE: AFGHANISTAN'S SNOW LEOPARD UNDER THREAT FROM THE BIG GAME HUNTERS
BYLINE: NICK MEO IN KABUL Marco Polo rams, with their curled horns, and snow leopards, top are popular targets for trophy hunters GALEN ROWELL

BODY:

Rare snow leopards and mountain sheep are at risk from American and European big game hunters willing to pay $ 40,000 (pounds 21,000) for the chance to shoot in one of the remotest corners of Afghanistan.

A strip of Afghan territory called the Wakhan, high in the Pamir mountains and bordered by Tajikistan, China and Pakistan, has survived years of war relatively unspoiled as a refuge for some of Asia's rarest high- altitude wildlife. But hunting companies are turning their attention to the almost virgin wilderness in Afghanistan's north-east after populations of the Marco Polo sheep, a popular target for trophy-seekers, were depleted by over-hunting in Tajikistan, where corrupt officials issue shooting licences for bribes. 

The huge curled horns on Marco Polo rams, named after the Venetian traveller who passed through on his way to China, can weigh up to 45lbs. Rumours of an illegal shooting trip by a well-heeled American woman have surfaced, and companies based in Alaska and Montana are now thought to be lobbying the Afghan government to throw the Wakhan open to their clients.

Conservationists say a hunting ban must continue and the area given protected status as a national park to protect the fragile Alpine wilderness. It was "rediscovered" only in 2002, when the British conservationist Anthony Fitzherbert led the first expedition to study the Wakhan's wildlife since the late 1970s. The team, sponsored by the UN Environment Programme (Unep), discovered thriving populations of Marco Polo sheep, Siberian ibexes, snow leopards, lynxes and brown bears.

"Against all the odds the Wakhan and its wildlife have survived, if seriously threatened," Mr Fitzherbert said. "Now the threat is from badly managed tourism and trophy hunting as roads and communications improve and more foreigners start coming to Afghanistan. American hunting companies are going to be prepared to spend a lot of money to start this business. There is going to be a lot of pressure on Kabul."

Until the late 1970s the Wakhan was a royal hunting preserve. A dozen licences to shoot Marco Polo rams were issued annually for wealthy clients, including oil sheikhs and the Shah of Iran's brother. Unep and the Asian Development Bank are among those now drawing up plans to preserve the region's wildlife, in the hope that the Kabul government will introduce legal protection. Mr Fitzherbert said: "If there is going to be hunting, the community there should derive the benefits and be helped to manage it sustainably. What we fear is that profits just go to corrupt government officials and hunting companies."

Conservationists hope to create an international peace park, extending across the artificial boundaries of Tajikistan, Afghanistan, China and Pakistan. The Wakhan, a land of peaks over 20,000ft, glaciers, perpetual snow and thin pastures, is a product of 19th-century big power politics: in the 1890s Britain forced Afghanistan to accept the long finger of territory, pointing towards China, as a neutral buffer zone between the British and Russian empires.
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IHT
Sudanese government and rebels agree to end southern conflict
NAIROBI, Kenya Sudanese government and rebel officials signed an agreement Friday promising to end the 21-year civil war in Sudan by the end of the year in front of the U.N. Security Council holding a special meeting in Africa. 

.

The security council passed a new resolution on Sudan on Friday, offering to support peace processes in the country aimed at ending two civil wars that have left millions dead and many more homeless. 

.

The council unanimously passed resolution number 1574, its third Sudan resolution, during a rare meeting outside of New York intended to focus world attention on the conflicts in Africa’s largest country. 

.

Sudanese Vice President Ali Osman Taha and southern rebel leader John Garang, the main peace negotiators for the two sides, pledged to end the southern conflict by the end of last year, but missed the 2003 deadline and two more deadlines after that. 

.

However, this is the first time the warring sides have put a deadline in writing before the Security Council. 

.

The new security council resolution was intended to push for the rapid conclusion of a two-year peace process to end a 21-year civil war in southern Sudan, while also highlighting the need to end 21 months of fighting in the western Darfur region. 

.

British U.N. Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry said the Security Council expects all sides of the conflicts in Sudan to comply with the call for an end to violence and that the council ‘‘needs to be ready to take tougher action.’’ 

.

However, the aid organization Oxfam International condemned the Security Council’s new resolution for failing to take a tougher line to help the people suffering in Darfur. 

.

‘‘From New York to Nairobi a trail of weak resolutions on Darfur has led nowhere,’’ said Caroline Nursey of Oxfam. ‘‘Yesterday Oxfam was unable to get vital aid to 200,000 people in Darfur who are cut off by renewed violence — today they would still be in the camps, still waiting for aid ... We needed the council to take action now, not yet more diplomatic dithering.’’ 

.

The meeting in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, is only the fourth time the council has met outside its New York headquarters since 1952. 

.

Garang, in a rare address by a rebel leader to the council, said the only way to avert tragedy is ‘‘to install a broad-based coalition government of national unity.’’ 

.

He told members that only four issues remain to be resolved before a comprehensive agreement ending the southern war can be signed. 

.

Taha told the Security Council that his country is committed to peace and that he agreed a new government would be able to resolve the country’s problems swiftly. 

.

Southern rebels have been fighting the government since 1983, and the western region of Darfur erupted into violence in February 2003. 

.

The southern war has pitted Sudan’s Islamic government against rebels seeking greater autonomy and a greater share of the country’s wealth for the largely Christian and animist south. The conflict has left more than 2 million people dead, largely through war-induced hunger and disease. 

.

Another conflict in the western Darfur region started in February 2003, when the government attempted to crush two non-Arab African rebel groups who took up arms to fight for more power and resources. The government responded by backing Arab militias, who are accused of targeting civilians in a campaign of murder, rape and arson. 

.

U.S. President George W. Bush’s administration believes the militias have committed genocide, said U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, John Danforth. The conflict has driven 1.8 million people from their homes, and at least 70,000 people, mostly civilians, have died since March. 

.

Ahead of the meeting in Nairobi, human rights groups insisted the council take a harder line by imposing an arms embargo or threatening sanctions against the government. 

.

‘‘I regret to report that the security situation in Darfur continued to deteriorate despite the cease-fire agreement signed earlier,’’ Annan told council members at the headquarters of the United Nations’ environment and human settlements agencies. 

.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Reuters

Scientists See Hope Amid Coral Doom and Gloom
WORLD: November 22, 2004

BANGKOK - Even though nearly two thirds of coral reefs are now officially endangered, some are bouncing back despite warmer oceans and pollution, giving hope the marine marvels are not completely doomed, scientists said on Friday. 


In particular, researchers are encouraged by the recovery of coral reefs in remote or well-protected areas from the devastating coral "bleaching" effect of the 1998 El Nino weather phenomenon, during which sea surface temperatures rose well above normal.
Described as a "one in a thousand year event", the bleaching, which killed off vast swathes of reefs across the globe, has not been repeated to anything like the same extent in the past six years.

"Recovery should continue provided there are no major climate shifts in the next few decades," scientists said in a summary of the 2004 edition of Status of Coral Reefs of the World, released at the IUCN World Conservation Congress in the Thai capital.

"However, the recovery is not uniform and many reefs virtually destroyed in 1998 are showing minimal signs of recovery," they said.

The full report, which says 58 percent of the world's coral reefs are now endangered, is to be made public next month.

Humans continue to represent the single biggest threat to coral reefs, some of the most spectacular places on earth populated with some of nature's weirdest and most wonderful creatures.

About 100,000 species living in and around coral reefs have so far been logged, although some scientists believe the real total may top 2 million.

In particular, the report cited sedimentation, land-based pollution and over-fishing as the biggest threats to the ecosystems.

Conversely, threats from nature seem to be easing off.

"Pressures on coral reefs from coral predators such as the crown of thorns starfish and coral disease appear to have stabilised or even reduced," the report said.

Reefs in South and Southeast Asia, where pressures from booming populations are at their most severe, are those struggling hardest to recover.

"As long as poverty, population growth and lack of alternative livelihoods keep people dependent on already depleted reef resources, the coral reefs of South Asia will continue to degrade," says Jerker Tamelander of the IUCN's South Asia Regional Marine Programme. 


Story by Ed Cropley 


REUTERS NEWS SERVICE
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Thai Press Reports November 19, 2004 

HEADLINE: IUCN LAUNCHES GLOBAL 'PLANT A TREE FOR PEACE' PROGRAMME IN BANGKOK

BODY:

Section: General News - The World Conservation Congress (IUCN) yesterday launched a global tree-planting programme in Bangkok, while praising the involvement of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit in domestic conservation programmes.

Speaking on the second day of the 3rd IUCN World Conservation Congress, IUCN senior advisor Lorena Aguilar said that the Bangkok-based congress would be used to launch a worldwide tree planning programme to honour the Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari Maathai, known for her role in conservation. 

A collaboration between the IUCN and several other agencies, the 'plant a tree for peace' programme aims to demonstrate the links between the environment, peace and human rights from a female perspective.

Both men and women will be invited to plant or donate trees to show their commitment to peace, human rights, sexual equality and worldwide conservation.

Mrs. June Zetlin, the Director of the Women's Environment and Development Organization, a key player in the campaign, said that it was particularly fitting that the campaign should be launched in Thailand, where there are currently calls for peace in the southern border region.
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ROAP Media Update – 19 November 2004
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UN or UNEP in the news

Russia ratifies Kyoto Protocol 
New Zealand Herald, New Zealand, 19.11.2004, By DANIEL WALLIS -NAIROBI - Russia formally ratified the Kyoto Protocol on global warming on Thursday, clearing the way for the environment pact to come into force in February 2005. 
…Russia's documents were handed to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan by Moscow's UN ambassador, Andrei Denisov. Both are in Nairobi, the home of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), for an extraordinary UN Security Council meeting on Sudan. 

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/storydisplay.cfm?storyID=3611914&thesection=news&thesubsection=world 

Start date set for Kyoto treaty

ABC Online, Australia, http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200411/s1246804.htm 

Let's talk about toilets
TVNZ, New Zealand, 18 November 2004 - ... According to the United Nations Environment program (UNEP), about 2.4 billion people globally do not have access to any latrines. ...
http://tvnz.co.nz/view/news_health_story_skin/459601%3fformat=html 

The ABC, Asian Brown Clouds, Post Monsoon Experiments come to an end, the operations of which, carried out at the Climate Observatory in South Thiladhummathi Hanimaadhoo.
MaldivesInfo (press release), Maldives, 17 November 2004 - The ABC, Asian Brown Clouds, Post Monsoon Experiments have come to an end, the operations of which, were carried out at the Climate Observatory in South Thiladhummathi Hanimaadhoo.
According to he Ministry of Environment and Construction, the experiment included collecting data using the Dornier flight, which was installed with experimental equipment. The experiment began on October 1st and ended last Monday. The period was chosen because this is usually the time when there is a change in the climate and because of the clarity of information received using substance emitted into the atmosphere.
... This is a joint project between the United Nations Environment Programme UNEP, the Centre for Clouds Chemistry and Climate of the University of California and ...
http://www.maldivesinfo.gov.mv/news.php?newsid=4795 

World ; Time is running out to achieve sustainable development, UN warns 
Keralanext, India – 18 November 2004 -…Mr. Toepfer called for rich and middle-class consumers to lead their lives in a way that uses fewer resources and causes less pollution and social damage. ... 
http://www.keralanext.com/news/?id=65999 

UN delivers emergency food aid to Cambodia

Radio Australia, Australia, 19 November  2004 - The United Nations has started delivering emergency food aid to 50,000 drought victims in southern Cambodia.
Officials from the UN's World Food Program (WFP) say food supplies have run out and people have no means to buy more supplies.
A lack of rain since mid-October has jeopardised the main rice harvest in Cambodia, where about 85 per cent of the 13 million people depend on growing rice to survive.
The WFP's Cambodia director, Thomas Keusters, says while the country is not facing a famine, the drought should act as a "wake-up call" for the implementation of long-term strategies.
http://www.abc.net.au/ra/news/stories/s1247151.htm 

General Environment News

Green, rights issues linked 
The Nation (Thailand), Published on November 19, 2004 - Human rights, poverty reduction and environmental conservation can and should go hand in hand, a meeting of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) in Bangkok was told yesterday. 
“Violations of human rights and the environment often reinforce one another,” said Lee Wan-Hea, acting Asia-Pacific representative for the Office for the United Nations High Commission for Human Rights. 

http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2004/11/19/regional/index.php?news=regional_15484997.html
NAM THEUN 2 PROJECT: IUCN in firing line for backing dam 
The Nation (Thailand), Published on November 19, 2004 - Activists say environmental body risks irrelevance, ignoring plight of elephants 
Elephant logos adorning the stationery and pamphlets of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) at its meeting in Bangkok are serving as a bitter reminder of the brewing controversy over the body’s links to the Nam Theun 2 dam project in Laos, which critics say will kill hundreds of wild elephants.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2004/11/19/regional/index.php?news=regional_15484996.html
Asian birds imperilled as habitats shrink, illicit trade thrives 
The Nation (Thailand), Published on November 19, 2004 - Birds in Thailand and other parts of Asia face a real threat of extinction due to unprotected habitats, a growing bird trade and increased pollution in the region, according to two studies released yesterday at the IUCN World Conservation Congress meeting in Bangkok. 
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2004/11/19/regional/index.php?news=regional_15484999.html
Group stands by meeting’s billing as |‘the biggest’ 
The Nation (Thailand), Published on November 19, 2004 - As The World Conservation Union (IUCN) conference in Bangkok gathers momentum, its billing as the largest gathering of its kind in the world has been met with cynicism. 
Corli Pretorius, head of global communications, defended IUCN’s bold claim, calling it “a mix of pride and ambition”.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2004/11/19/regional/index.php?news=regional_15485001.html 

Wells ordered for water shortage 
The Nation (Thailand), Published on November 19, 2004 - Drought-inspired water shortages in six northeastern provinces have escalated to crisis level, prompting the Interior Ministry to order 2,000 wells be dug there and in other afflicted areas. http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2004/11/19/national/index.php?news=national_15484940.html 

Wine has a nose for climate change

ABC Science Online, Australia, 19 November 2004  - Records from hundreds of years of wine harvests show unusually hot summers were common well before the industrial age, say French scientists.
Their analysis shows that summers in the 16th and 17th centuries were as warm as the late 20th century.

http://abc.net.au/science/news/stories/s1247208.htm
______________________________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE

18 November 2004

http://www.tvazteca.com/hechos/archivos2/2004/11/104033.shtml

Rusia se adhiere formalmente al Protocolo de Kyoto

+El Protocolo entrará en vigor en 90 días 

Nairobi, Kenya, 18 de noviembre de 2004 (FIA).- La ratificación rusa del Protocolo de Kyoto es oficial desde hoy: El embajador de Rusia ante la ONU, Andrey Denissov, entregó personalmente los documentos de ratificación firmados por el presidente Vladimir Putin al secretario general de Naciones Unidas, Kofi Annan, en Nairobi. 

"Este es un paso histórico en la lucha contra una amenaza global", dijo Annan. La entrega de los documentos se produjo al margen de la reunión del Consejo de Seguridad de Naciones Unidas en Nairobi. 

El secretario general de la ONU manifestó que espera que de esta forma se convenza a otros países que aún no han ratificado el Protocolo de Kyoto para la reducción de los gases de efecto invernadero. 

Tras la adhesión oficial de Rusia, el Protocolo entrará en vigor en 90 días y posibilitará a los Estados el comercio con los derechos de emisión. La decisión no ha sido fácil para Rusia, dijo Denissov, ya que la ratificación tiene consecuencias sociales y económicas para su país. 

El director del Programa para el Medio Ambiente de Naciones Unidas (PNUMA), Klaus Toepfer, y la Premio Nobel de la Paz Wangari Maathai agradecieron a Rusia la decisión tomada. 

Sin la lucha contra el cambio climático no se podrá reducir a la mitad el número de personas que viven por debajo de la línea de la pobreza, dijo Toepfer.

Protocolo de Kioto entrará en vigor el 16 de febrero: Annan 

( Notimex en Lisboa, 18 Nov ) 

( 2004-11-18 ) 

El secretario general de la Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU), Kofi Annan, anunció hoy en Nairobi que el Protocolo de Kioto entrará en vigor el 16 de febrero de 2005 después de que Rusia entregó los documentos de ratificación. 

"Felicito al presidente ruso Vladimir Putin y a la Federación Rusa por su liderazgo, que ha hecho posible que el Protocolo entre en vigor, tal y como se desea, el 16 de febrero próximo", afirmó Annan en un comunicado. 

Indicó que este es un paso histórico en los esfuerzos mundiales por combatir una verdadera amenaza global, que es el efecto invernadero que provoca el cambio climático. 

El Protocolo de Kioto, auspiciado por la ONU y firmado en 2002 por la Unión Europea (UE), tiene como objetivo que los países industrializados reduzcan sus emisiones de gas un seis por ciento por debajo de su volumen de 1990. 

Annan explicó que a partir de la entrega del documento ruso -por medio del embajador de Rusia en la ONU, Andrey Denisov-, comenzó a contar el plazo de 90 días para la entrada en vigor de las normas, que se convertirán en un tratado vinculante el 16 de febrero próximo. 

La entrega del instrumento de ratificación tuvo lugar en una breve ceremonia realizada paralelamente a la reunión que el Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU celebra hoy y mañana viernes en Nairobi, capital de Kenia, para discutir la situación en Sudán y Somalia. 

Además de Annan y Denisov, estuvieron presentes el director del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), Klaus Toepfer, y la activista y viceministra de Medio Ambiente de Kenia, Wangari Maathai, galardonada este año con el Premio Nobel de la Paz. 

El director del PNUMA calificó el acontecimiento de "histórico" y afirmó que la ratificación rusa "demuestra que la familia global puede unir fuerzas para abordar uno de los problemas más importantes del planeta, el cambio climático". 

Por su parte, la Premio Nobel de la Paz 2004 destacó que el Protocolo "es fundamental para preservar los recursos naturales y proveer una vida sostenible". 

El Protocolo de Kioto fue ratificado por las dos cámaras del Parlamento ruso en octubre pasado y el presidente Putin lo firmó el pasado 5 de noviembre. 

La ratificación por parte de Rusia, fue crucial después de que Estados Unidos, el mayor generador de gases en el mundo, rechazó el pacto en 2001, al argumentar que era demasiado costoso y excluía a países rápidamente industrializados como China e India. 

El Protocolo podía entrar en vigor cuando fuera ratificado por el conjunto de países que emitan más del 55 por ciento de los gases contaminantes, según los índices establecidos en 1990. 

Con la adhesión de Rusia, que emite el 17.4 por ciento de esos gases, quedó superado el mínimo, ya que los 126 países que lo habían ratificado hasta ahora suman un 44.2 por ciento de la emisión global. 

El Protocolo fue firmado en 1987 por más de 180 Estados, pero hasta marzo de 2004 sólo 121 países lo habían ratificado con el fin de reducir paulatinamente las emisiones de los gases contaminantes que destruyen la capa de ozono y provocan el efecto invernadero. 

El tratado obliga a las naciones ricas a disminuir las emisiones globales de dióxido de carbono en un 5.2 por ciento respecto a los niveles de 1990 en el periodo de 2008 a 2012, reduciendo el uso de carbón, petróleo y gas natural. 

http://elobservador.rctv.net/Noticias/VerNoticia.aspx?NoticiaId=165717&Tipo=20

Ratificado Protocolo de Kioto 

18 de noviembre de 2004.-Rusia ratificó esté jueves el Protocolo de Kioto sobre el calentamiento global, despejando el camino para que el acuerdo internacional de medioambiental entre en vigor a principios del 2005. 

El acuerdo de las Naciones Unidas, respaldado por 126 naciones, entrará en vigor en 90 días, después de que Rusia completara el jueves los documentos de ratificación con la ONU. 

Dichos documentos fueron entregados al secretario general de la ONU, Kofi Annan, por el embajador de Moscú ante este organismo internacional, Andrei Denisov. Ambos se encuentran en Nairobi, sede del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), para participar en una reunión extraordinaria del Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU sobre Sudán. 

"Este es un paso histórico en los esfuerzos del mundo para combatir una verdadera amenaza global", dijo Annan. "Más importante aún, termina con un largo período de incertidumbre". Con información de Reuters.
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Envía a ...

 La ratificación de Rusia se convirtió en un punto determinante después que Estados Unidos, el país que genera más contaminación a nivel mundial, rechazara el pacto en el 2001. 

NAIROBI.- Rusia ratificó hoy el Protocolo de Kioto sobre el calentamiento global, despejando el camino para que el acuerdo internacional de medioambiental entre en vigor a principios del 2005. 

El acuerdo de las Naciones Unidas, respaldado por 126 naciones, entrará en vigor en 90 días, después de que Rusia completara el jueves los documentos de ratificación con la ONU. 

Dichos documentos fueron entregados al secretario general de la ONU, Kofi Annan, por el embajador de Moscú ante este organismo internacional, Andrei Denisov. Ambos se encuentran en Nairobi, sede del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), para participar en una reunión extraordinaria del Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU sobre Sudán. 

"Este es un paso histórico en los esfuerzos del mundo para combatir una verdadera amenaza global", dijo Annan. "Más importante aún, termina con un largo período de incertidumbre". 

Denisov dijo: "Creemos que es un paso muy importante para promover la cooperación internacional con respecto al cambio climático. Esta decisión tiene grandes consecuencias sociales y económicas". 

El apoyo de Rusia se convirtió en un punto determinante después que Estados Unidos, el país que genera más contaminación a nivel mundial, rechazara el pacto en el 2001. 

"Lo discutimos por mucho tiempo", dijo Denisov. "Creemos que esta medida ayudará a prevenir las emisiones de gases del efecto invernadero, algo muy importante para toda la humanidad". 

El protocolo compromete a 55 naciones industrializadas a realizar grandes recortes a la emisión de gases, como el dióxido de carbono, para el 2012. 

El Protocolo de Kyoto de 1997 obliga a las naciones desarrolladas a disminuir las emisiones de dióxido de carbono en 5,2 puntos porcentuales, por debajo de las concentraciones de 1990, un objetivo que se alcanzaría entre el 2008 y el 2012. 

La meta del pacto se lograría mediante la restricción del uso del carbón, petróleo y el gas natural y optando por energías renovables como la energía solar o eólica. 

Para entrar en vigencia, el pacto necesitaba la ratificación de los países que generan el 55% de las emisiones de gases de invernadero. 

Rusia, que genera el 17% de las emisiones mundiales, se convirtió en la nación clave para el Protocolo de Kioto, después de que Estados Unidos se retiró del pacto alegando que era muy costoso e injusto, porque eximía a países que atravesaban un proceso rápido de industrialización, como China e India.

Rusia firmó el Protocolo de Kioto en 1999. Pero aceptó ratificar el tratado sólo a cambio de un acuerdo con la Unión Europea sobre la admisión de Moscú en la Organización Mundial del Comercio. 

Haiti appears to be headed toward another decade of decline, with health, education and social services suffering amid continuing conflict and environmental disaster, according to a recently released U.N. report.

By CARMEN GENTILE, UPI Latin America Correspondent

Source: United Press International Date: November 18, 2004

The report, Nov 18, 2004 (United Press International via COMTEX) --"A Common Vision of Sustainable Development" -- describes "the desperate frailty of daily life in Haiti and projects disturbing downward trends" over the next 10 years.

"The alarm bells go off with this report," warned Haiti's Interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue, whose administration worked with the United Nations to compile the lengthy examination of several facets of strife on the impoverished Caribbean island. "Haiti cannot go at it alone. The time for action is long past due."

Haitian officials and representatives of the U.N. Development Program conducted their lengthy investigations in the months and years leading up to the February departure of ex-President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who left the country under increasing pressure from armed rebels and hundreds of killings in the capital and throughout the island nation.

On the economic front, the news is bad for Haitians, 76 percent of which Haitians live on less than $2 per day, while 55 percent live on less than $1 per day.

Regarding nutrition, Haiti ranks with Afghanistan and Somalia as one three countries of the world with the worst daily caloric deficit per inhabitant and 2.4 million Haitians cannot afford the minimum 2,240 daily calories recommended by the World Health Organization.

When it comes to mortality rates among women and children, Haiti ranks among the highest in the world.

One out of every three deaths is a child, and Haiti's rate of 118 deaths per thousand live births for the period is by far the topmost in the Western Hemisphere and likely to get worse.

The ratio of women dying during childbirth has regressed to the point that it is now the second cause of death for Haitian women; between 1994 and 1995, 457 out of 100,000 women died in childbirth, while from 1999 to 2000 this increased to 523 per 100,000.

HIV/AIDS in Haiti is projected to continuing spreading at an alarming rate. As of 2003, over 6 percent of the population was thought to be infected. According to the U.N. study 10.5 percent of the population will be infected with HIV/AIDS by 2015.

As for other life-threatening diseases, 60 percent to 80 percent is at risk of exposure to malaria while the incidence of tuberculosis is endemic and today is the sixth-largest cause of death.

Even basic education is inaccessible to many Haitians. More than 21 percent of children ages 6 to 9 do not go to school, while only 15 percent of teachers meet the academic requirements to teach.

Compounding Haiti's woes is its history of political upheaval and fighting, which began anew in January of this year when armed rebels began taking over parts of the country in an effort to force Aristide from power.

In September, the violence surged anew despite the presence of some 5,000 U.N. troops. Loyalists of Aristide have battled with his detractors causing more than 80 deaths in gun battles in the capital, Port-au-Prince, and elsewhere. Military leaders from Brazil -- which leads the U.N. force -- are calling for more troops to be deployed there to help curb the violence and maintain stability while the country prepares for elections in 2005.

As for the environment, deforestation and water pollution are among the most hazardous dilemmas threatening Haitians. Erosion threatens a quarter of Haiti's territory, said the report. Between 1987 and 2000, forest areas diminished by half, to 4 percent from 9 percent.

That lack of vegetation surrounding the northern city of Gonaives, was in part blamed for the flooding that devastated the port city in September claiming at least 2,000 lives, with many bodies still not recovered. Earlier in the year, another 3,000 were killed in south Haiti by flooding along its border with the Dominican Republic.

"The situation described in the report is already seriously distressing and yet, it doesn't take into account the staggering human and monetary costs which the tragedy in Gonaives entails for the short and long-term," said Adama Guindo, UNDP resident representative to Haiti.

Guindo called for the United States to make good on pledges of monetary assistance for Haiti, some $1 billion promised last July in Washington.

"When that is all factored in it becomes evident that Haiti cannot make it on its own," said the representative.

http://www.elsiglodedurango.com.mx/secca/seccion/internacional/nID/35321/

Estará vigente Protocolo de Kioto en 2005

18 de Noviembre de 2004 

Nairobi, Kenia (Agencias).- El protocolo de Kyoto entrará en vigor el 16 de febrero de 2005, anunció hoy la ONU en Nairobi, después de que Rusia presentara oficialmente su ratificación de este acuerdo de lucha contra el cambio climático. 

El embajador de Rusia ante el Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU, Andrey Denisov, entregó una documentación, que incluye una carta del presidente Vladimir Putin y los instrumentos de ratificación, al secretario general de la ONU, Kofi Annan, en la sede del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente. 

La entrega de estos instrumentos de ratificación de Rusia se llevó a cabo en presencia de la Premio Nobel de la Paz 2004, la keniana Wangari Maathai, según se informó en Nairobi al margen de una reunión del Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU. 

La ONU es la depositaria del protocolo de Kyoto, cuya entrada en vigor dependía de Rusia luego del rechazo de Estados Unidos en 2001. En efecto, las reglas de ratificación del protocolo confieren un peso decisivo a los países industriales que más contaminan.

http://www.nnc.cubaweb.cu/noviembre-2004/depo21811-04.htm

Veinte países en seminario de Deporte y Medio Ambiente

La Habana, noviembre 18.-Con el objetivo de intercambiar experiencias, delegados de 20 naciones se reunirán desde hoy y hasta el sábado en La Habana, en el Seminario Regional "Deporte y Medio Ambiente", organizado por el Comité Olímpico Internacional (COI). 

Entre las personalidades presentes en la reunión se encuentran el húngaro Pal Schmitt, miembro del COI, así como también el británico Edward Kensington y el canadiense David Shernuchenko.

Nuestro país estará representado en el encuentro sobre deporte y medio ambiente por tres delegados y diez observadores, entre ellos Rodolfo Falcón, el mejor nadador cubano de todos los tiempos.

José Ramón Fernández, presidente del Comité Olímpico Cubano, anunció que la sede del Congreso Mundial sobre esa temática le fue otorgada a nuestro país por el Comité Olímpico Internacional, para organizarlo en el dos mil seis.-

www.granma.cu

Primer convenio olímpico con Gran Bretaña 

Empieza hoy Seminario del COI sobre medio ambiente

Miguel Hernández

Las autoridades olímpicas de Cuba y Gran Bretaña expresaron su voluntad de que el primer acuerdo de colaboración suscrito ayer entre ambos organismos no sea un acto formal sino la base de un intercambio fructífero.

El presidente de la Asociación Olímpica Británica (AOB), Craig Reedie, y su homólogo cubano, José Ramón Fernández, firmaron un documento en que se comprometen a estimular los intercambios de delegaciones deportivas, expertos, entrenadores y especialistas en educación física, el deporte y sus ciencias aplicadas.

En los Juegos Olímpicos de Atenas, Gran Bretaña se ubicó en el décimo lugar de la tabla de medallas por naciones con 9 de oro, 9 de plata y 12 de bronce y Cuba en el undécimo con 9-7-11.

"Específicamente en nuestro país hay un gran interés por aumentar el contacto con el boxeo cubano", reconoció Reedie, quien es miembro del Comité Olímpico Internacional (COI) "y esa expectativa se elevó mucho tras el duelo entre Mario Kindelán y nuestro joven púgil Amir Khan por la medalla de oro".

"He aprendido de la filosofía del deporte cubano... No hay mejor manera de festejar el centenario de la AOB el próximo año que con esta cooperación", remarcó el directivo europeo quien en su primera visita a la Isla recorrió importantes centros de formación y científicos del deporte nacional acompañado del presidente del INDER, Humberto Rodríguez, quien asistió ayer a la rúbrica del convenio junto a otroras estrellas olímpicas locales, en la sede del Comité Olímpico Cubano.

Después de considerar el acuerdo de "mutuamente beneficioso", Fernández, a una pregunta de Granma, reconoció que las relaciones entre los principales países capitalistas y Cuba, en el campo deportivo, "se han desarrollado poco y es un interés recíproco llevarlas adelante" y en el caso de Gran Bretaña, a partir de ahora.

Un convenio similar con el Comité Olímpico de EE.UU. fue firmado en La Habana el 8 de julio del 2000 pero sin el progreso deseado.

Interrogado sobre las aspiraciones de Londres en su carrera por los Juegos del 2012, Reedie, miembro de las comisiones de coordinación del COI para Atenas 2004 y Beijing 2008, calificó de "muy fuerte" la candidatura londinense con la Villa Olímpica y 17 sedes deportivas en una misma zona, "serían unos Juegos muy compactos". Londres, Nueva York, París, Madrid y Moscú optan como candidatas a la cita estival del 2012 que se definirá el 6 de julio en Singapur.

INAUGURAN SEMINARIO DEL COI

El Seminario Regional El Deporte y el Medio Ambiente, del COI, se desarrollará desde hoy y hasta el sábado en el hotel Palco, en el complejo del Palacio de las Convenciones, de la capital cubana, con representantes de todos los países de habla hispana del continente, además de Brasil.

El húngaro Pál Schmitt, presidente de la Comisión del organismo olímpico para esta esfera, miembro del COI, presidente de la Asociación Mundial de Deportistas Olímpicos, y del Comité Olímpico de su país, otrora embajador magyar en España y Suiza , y dos veces campeón olímpico en esgrima en México'68 y Munich'72 es la principal figura del movimiento olímpico en esta reunión.

www.tierramerica.net

Indians' Genetic Material Sold on Internet

By Stephen Leahy and Mario Osava*

Genetic material from members of the Karitiana and Suruí indigenous communities in Brazil can be purchased for 85 dollars through the Internet. 

The Brazilian government is demanding an end to what it says are ''illegal sales'' conducted by the U.S.-based Coriell Institute, which holds the world's largest collection of human cell cultures. 

RIO DE JANEIRO - The Brazilian government has asked Interpol to intervene in what it says is the illegal sale of genetic material from its indigenous peoples by a U.S. research center. 

Living cells from individual members of Karitiana and Suruí Indians, as well as other South and Central American tribes, are available for 85 dollars, purchased through the Internet from the Coriell Cell Repositories, a division of Coriell Institute for Medical Research. 

The cells are intended to be used for research purposes only, says the independent, not-for-profit, biomedical research institute, based in the northeastern U.S. city of Camden, New Jersey. 

Mercio Pereira, president of Brazil's National Indigenous Peoples Foundation (FUNAI), asked the federal police to investigate the matter in October. 

The Brazilian embassy in Washington is attempting to have the information about the sale of the Indians' genetic material removed from the Coriell website, said a spokesperson from the Foreign Relations Ministry. 

This is not the first time Brazil has protested such sales. In the late 1990s Coriell made this same type of genetic material available for sale. FUNAI threatened to suspend all biomedical research authorizations with indigenous peoples, and native groups filed a formal complaint about the practice. 

Pat Mooney, of the non-governmental ETC Group (Action Group on Erosion, Technology and Concentration), and other civil society organizations oppose corporations patenting plants and animals, and other forms of what they consider ''biopiracy''. 

In this case, ''while DNA and genes from indigenous peoples are not being patented, the information obtained from their genetic material is being turned into patentable drugs,'' Mooney said in an interview with Tierramérica. 

The Coriell Repository has the world's largest collection of human cell cultures, with nearly a million vials of cells. These cells are obtained from blood or skin samples and can be kept alive indefinitely at extremely low temperatures. 

DNA obtained from the cells is used by medical researchers to investigate potential medical treatments for cancer, Alzheimer's disease, diabetes, Down syndrome, heart disease and others, according to the Coriell website. 

Since 1964, 120,000 cell samples and nearly 100,000 DNA samples have been shipped to scientists in 55 countries. The sale of genetic material for research is legal under United States law. 

For the most part researchers at Coriell did not collect the original blood and skin samples themselves. Instead these samples have been "deposited" in the Coriell cell bank by other research centers and individual scientists. 

The core question is whether the samples from the Karitiana and Suruí peoples were obtained with the full and informed consent of the individuals and of the Brazilian government. 

Another matter is whether there are guarantees in place to ensure equitable distribution of the knowledge and profits generated from the samples. 

Coriell did not respond to several attempts by Tierramérica to seek comment. 

For more than a decade FUNAI has been aware that blood samples taken from the Karitiana and Suruí have ended up in the hands of foreign companies or institutions, even though the agency did not approve any sample collection efforts, said FUNAI executive Raimundo José Lopes, who filed the police investigation request. 

Brazilian doctor Hilton Pereira da Silva was accused in federal court in 2002 of collecting blood samples from Karitiana Indians in 1996 without the proper authorization. He did so as part of a film project and with the excuse that he took the samples to diagnose illnesses, says Maria Cecilia Filipini, a lawyer with the Catholic Indigenist Missionary Council in the Amazon state of Rondonia. 

The lawsuit against the doctor, filed by the government, is moving slowly because of difficulties in questioning Pereira da Silva, who apparently now lives in the United States. Prosecutors discovered that he had ties with the foreign pharmaceutical industry and suspect that he illegally sold the Indians' genetic material. 

''It would be strange'' for a doctor to head a team of filmmakers and also carry equipment to collect blood samples, Filipini said in a Tierramérica interview. 

It is not known if Coriell is selling that blood, but officials have recovered just 53 samples of a total believed to reach 160. 

FUNAI has tried to impede the illegal collection of genetic material, through tight control over access to indigenous territories by researchers. ''Brazilian researchers have complained about this,'' said Lopes. 

Any research -- Brazilian or foreign -- in indigenous territories must be approved by the National Council on Scientific and Technological Development (of the Ministry of Science and Technology) and other state institutions. 

FUNAI is supposed to consult with indigenous groups before any research begins and only if they agree does the work proceed, and remains under the agency's supervision, says Claudio Romero, FUNAI coordinator of studies and research. 

Thanks to modern technology, 40-year-old blood samples from Brazil and Venezuela's Yanomami peoples are still being traded between researchers, as are samples from the Ticuna, an indigenous group from Brazil's far west, collected in the mid-1970s, writes Bruce Albert, research director of the Research Institute for Development, which has offices in Sao Paulo and Paris. 

The Ticuna cells have been incorporated into a major tool for immunology research, and one the world's largest pharmaceutical corporations has used them to delve into the genetics of the human immune system, Albert notes in the journal ''Public Anthropology: Engaging Ideas 2001''. 

Indigenous peoples "should be treated as fully-respected social partners, not as natural 'populations' for gene mining,'' Albert concludes. 

* The authors are Tierramérica and IPS contributors.

Andean Nations Clash with Washington on Patents

By Constanza Vieira*

Free trade treaty negotiators from Colombia, Ecuador and Peru reject the U.S. proposal for patenting plant and animal species. The matter will be taken up during the sixth round of talks, slated to take place Nov. 29-Dec. 4 in the southwestern U.S. city of Tucson.

BOGOTA - Access to genetic resources in South America's Andean region, which holds a quarter of the planet's biodiversity, is a point of discord in the free trade agreement that the United States has been negotiating with Colombia, Ecuador and Peru since May. 

The U.S. proposal would establish free access to patenting plant and animal species, designated as ''inventions'' in the chapter on intellectual property in the draft treaty. This position would violate existing legislation of the Andean Community of Nations (CAN). 

CAN, comprising the three South American countries negotiating the treaty, plus Bolivia (an observer of the process) and Venezuela, has expressly prohibited patenting living species, except microorganisms, since 1998. 

After five rounds of talks, intellectual property and agriculture are the two areas where the parties to the treaty remain divided. 

Both will be dealt with in the sixth round, scheduled for Nov. 29-Dec. 4 in the southwestern U.S. city of Tucson, Colombia's chief negotiator, Hernando José Gómez, told Tierramérica. 

The laws of the CAN countries -- with a combined area of 4.7 million square km -- establish that biodiversity is national and regional heritage, and recognize the traditional knowledge associated with the uses of local genetic resources. 

The Andean countries also support the 1991 Convention of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants, which establishes an intellectual property framework for plant varieties very similar to patents, and recognize the rights of plant scientists and farmers. 

A source close to the Colombian negotiating team told Tierramérica that there are instructions ''not to contradict the Andean law,'' and that the Colombian, Ecuadorian and Peruvian negotiators are working in harmony. 

Negotiator Gómez stressed that the three South American delegations have the backing of the other two CAN members. ''Ninety-nine percent of the Andean texts are already on the table,'' he added. 

But the U.S. proposal for patenting plants and animals has generated concern throughout many different sectors of the Andean community. 

The treaty ''is really a patent deal. The United States wants to impose -- if one can put it that way -- that all countries must adopt treaties on patents. And this is one of the major problems of the biodiversity issue,'' Manuel Rodríguez, Colombia's former minister of environment, said in a Tierramérica interview. 

''Many of the things associated with access to genetic resources are related to patents. For example, the United States has not recognized, and is not going to recognize traditional knowledge. This is not going to resolve the treaty, and one can guess that they are going to find a way to postpone the issue and to move the treaty forward,'' said Rodríguez. 

Washington was able to convince the other parties to hold secret negotiations, so the U.S. proposal is not public, nor is the Andean proposal. However, at the Colombian Ministry of Trade, Industry and Tourism, parliamentarians and university researchers can read both texts on a computer, although they may not copy them and must sign a ''confidentiality'' agreement. 

Ministry officials said journalists would not have access to the computer, but Tierramérica -- with the condition that notes could not be taken -- was allowed to read the Andean proposal on intellectual property. In general terms, the proposal restates the CAN law prohibiting patenting of plants and animals. 

''It can't be any other way. The Andean law is broadly applied,'' Luis Angel Madrid, ministry official and negotiator spokesman for the panel on intellectual property, told Tierramérica. 

But Margarita Flórez, environmental lawyer for the Bogotá-based Latin American Institute of Alternative Legal Services, disagrees with Madrid. 

''The U.S. negotiators want to allow the patenting of plants and animals,'' and the bilateral treaty will prevail, and will be more specific and come after the Andean law, Flórez said. ''Treaties are signed in order to be honored, and the United States has many, many ways to ensure that obligations are met,'' he added. 

''What is defended in these treaties is not free trade. Products have been without tariffs for a thousand years. The problem is the rights of the investor, defended tooth and nail'' in the U.S. proposal, said Flórez. 

Edgar Isch, former environment minister of Ecuador, agreed, noting that international trade laws tend to undermine national and multilateral environmental standards. 

The World Trade Organization considers itself ''above'' international agreements on the environment, Isch added. 

In the United States, according to the minister, ''the (George W.) Bush administration has reduced or eliminated around 200 environmental laws, in many cases as a means to favor free trade.'' However, he said the Andean treaty ''is not inevitable, and with things as they are, it is not the best path for development.'' 

The free trade agreement could be ready in February, and would enter into force in 2006 if congressional approval is achieved in the four countries involved. But the groups in the Andean countries that opposed the treaty have asked -- as a minimum -- that the negotiations be put on hold and the proposals be made public. 

In Colombia, for example, the indigenous movement has proposed a referendum against the treaty. 

* Constanza Vieira is an IPS contributor.

GLOBAL: Push for Sustainable Investment 


MEXICO CITY - New global measures for promoting sustainable consumption and clean production in sectors like water and energy management and agriculture are the focus of debate by some 300 experts in the northern Mexican city of Monterrey, Nov. 15-16. 

The meeting, organized by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), is bringing together representatives from government, civil society, industry and the scientific community from around the world. 

''The industries are getting our message: that sustainable energy or water policies are good investments in terms of environment but also in terms of business,'' Monique Barbut, director of the UNEP Division of Technology, Industry and Economics, told Tierramérica. 

In the past decade, this division has promoted some 3,000 clean production projects, involving 70,000 industries, through 25 specialized centers in the developing world. 

VENEZUELA: Solar Energy for the Wayuú 



CARACAS - The Wayuú indigenous community, whose home is on the Guajira Peninsula in northern Colombia and Venezuela will soon benefit from the tropical sun that shines down on them 12 hours of every day. 

For the first time, they will obtain electricity from the sunlight, with the installation of photovoltaic panels in Casuasín, one of the towns of the Guajira plateau. 

''This community has never had electricity. Now it will be possible to keep medicines refrigerated, which will help reduce mortality in the area,'' Daniel Escalona, a spokesman with the Ministry of Environment, told Tierramérica. 

The 15,000-dollar project is also intended to reduce the use of firewood as fuel, providing relief for the devastated vegetation of the nearly desertified Guajira. 

BRAZIL: Heat Generates Biodiesel 



RIO DE JANEIRO - A device that converts vegetable oil into biodiesel through a thermal process, and is able to produce up to 250 liters of sustainable fuel per day, has been developed by the government agricultural research agency, Embrapa. 

The machine, which has undergone its final adjustments at the University of Brasilia, provides an alternative to the conventional chemical process for producing biodiesel, based on ethanol or methanol. 

Anyone can run the new system, which costs approximately 2,700 dollars, Embrapa expert Renato Roscoe told Tierramérica. 

The aim is to promote the inclusion of small farmers and poor communities in biodiesel production. 

HONDURAS: Towns Unite to Take Care of River 



TEGUCIGALPA - Eleven towns in the Honduran department of Choluteca, on the southern border with Nicaragua, have organized to protect the watershed of the Choluteca River, which supplies the communities with water. 

Olman Rivera, coordinator of the project, told Tierramérica that pesticide use on farmland, and the seeping of saltwater from the Gulf of Fonseca into aquifers ''contaminate the freshwater and have forced us to take preventative measures.'' 

The area is home to extensive ranching operations, crop production and salt and shrimp industries -- the latter considered the biggest culprit in the deterioration of the local environment. 

CHILE: Promoting 'Green' Firewood 



SANTIAGO - In southern Chile there has been progress in promoting sustainable use of firewood, according to a seminar organized by the National Environmental Commission and other agencies Nov. 11-12 in the city of Temuco, 670 km south of Santiago. 

Firewood is the main domestic fuel used in the southern part of the country, but there are problems that undercut its renewable characteristics, said the conference participants. Temuco has experienced periods of severe air pollution because of the massive use of firewood. 

In Valdivia, 835 km south of the capital, a pilot program for certification is being developed to ensure that consumers have access to firewood coming from well-managed forests. 

CUBA: Water Arrives by Train 



HAVANA - The eastern Cuban city of Holguín is receiving 300,000 liters of water a day, delivered by train, to deal with the shortages caused by continued severe drought, reported the local government. 

The water will continue to arrive by train until a 50-km pipeline is completed to carry water from the Cauto River to the purification plants near the city. 

Holguín, located 700 km from Havana and home to 300,000 people, will receive 500 liters of water per second from the Cauto once the project is complete. 

The drought emergency was declared 15 months ago, and according to the province's water resources director, Henry Parra, the area reservoirs hold only enough water for three months. Residents receive water every five or six days. 

GUATEMALA: Staking Bets on Natural Rubber 



GUATEMALA CITY - Guatemalan producers of natural rubber are working to boost the 50,000 metric tons they harvest each year. They want to take advantage of the rising international price of synthetic rubber, a petroleum-based product. 

The prices for natural latex are higher than two years ago, rising from 89 to 1.22 cents on the dollar per kilo, but there needs to be more technology in production, Hans Peter, president of the Guatemalan Association of Latex Technicians, told Tierramérica. 

The local market consumes nine percent of production, and the rest is exported without value-adding processing, heading primarily to Colombia, Costa Rica and Mexico. 

Guatemala dedicates some 350,000 hectares to growing chicozapote (Manilkara zapota), the tree from which the raw material for making rubber is extracted. The industry involves 1,100 producers and generates 20,000 jobs, mostly in the north, northeast, and the southern coast. 

Peter said that most of the trees are relatively young and that the species lives at least 40 years. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Sudan Government and southern rebels sign peace pledge

before Security Council

19 November - The Government of Sudan and southern rebels today pledged to end two decades

of war by 31 December, signing a memorandum in front of the United Nations Security Council

which had convened in neighbouring Kenya in a rare session outside New York to press for peace

in Africa's largest county. Immediately afterwards the 15-member body - meeting outside UN Headquarters in New York for the first time in 14 years and for just the fourth instance in half a century - unanimously adopted a resolution promising speedy aid once the war is formally ended and voicing the hope that the peace in the south would spill over into Darfur in the west, which the UN has termed the world's worst humanitarian crisis. The signing of the Memorandum of Understanding by the Government and the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) was the climax of the two-day Council meeting in Nairobi, the Kenyan capital, and the culmination of two years of talks between the parties. Secretary-General Kofi Annan attended the meeting yesterday and urged the parties to seize the

opportunity to end the country's "long nightmare" of civil wars. Sudan's First Vice President Ali Othman Taha told the Council his country now looked forward to reaping the dividends of peace with an international donor conference scheduled to be held in Norway. SPLM/A leader John Garang also stressed the need for international aid, noting that of 48 years since Sudan won independence 39 have witnessed war and urging donors to honour their pledges and release funds.

While stressing its strong support for the efforts of the Government and the SPLM/A to reach a comprehensive peace agreement, much of the Council's resolution was devoted to the conflict in Darfur, where about 1.7 million people have been displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after rebel groups took up arms last year demanding a greater share of economic resources. It voiced "serious concern at the growing insecurity and violence in Darfur, the dire humanitarian situation, continued violations of human rights and repeated breaches of the ceasefire."

The Council demanded that Government and rebel forces and all other armed groups immediately cease all violence there and cooperate with international humanitarian relief and monitoring efforts, warning that the Council would "take appropriate action against any party failing to fulfil its commitments."

It called on Member States to provide urgent and generous contributions to the humanitarian efforts underway in Sudan and neighbouring Chad, where some 200,000 Sudanese from Darfur have sought refuge. Council members took the floor to voice support for the peace efforts, with several emphasizing the exceptional nature of the body's meeting in Kenya both as a signal of the importance it gave to ending the war in Africa's largest country and as an opportunity to take back to New York a better understanding of the continent.

Fresh from pushing for peace in Sudan, Annan focuses on

Africa’s Great Lakes

19 November - Fresh from a visit to Kenya to push for peace in neighbouring Sudan, United Nations

Secretary-General Kofi Annan moved south today with a call to solidify stability in Africa’s Great Lakes

region, an area that he said had “been blighted by an appalling toll of death and destruction for as long as

most of us can remember.” “What is at stake is nothing less than a new era for many millions of African men, women and children,who have been through a lot, who have buried too many relatives, who look to us not to waver in this effort,” he told a regional summit in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. “We cannot afford to have them write this process off as a theoretical exercise.”

Noting the striking extent to which the security and stability of its countries are interlinked, with genocide, ethnic wars and other conflicts in one nation spilling over into its neighbours, Mr. Annan declared: “Our task now is to reverse that dynamic, and make peace, instead of conflict, contagious and mutually reinforcing.” Although the Great Lakes region has the potential to be an African powerhouse, it has for decades remained largely impoverished, its political and economic development stunted, its peoples’ talents repressed, with misrule often denying its peoples their freedoms and spreading mistrust among them, he said. “Finally, genocide plunged the region into absolute horror, the repercussions of which are still very much with us,” he added, referring to the massacres of hundreds of thousands of people in Rwanda and Burundi, with its spill-over into neighbouring countries with a torrent of refugees and further ethnic and other strife. “Leadership – sustained and exercised in good-faith, in partnership with the international community – can make all the difference,” he told the meeting, officially called The International Conference on Peace, Security, Democracy and Development in the Great Lakes Region.

“I assure you of my full support for this cause – the cause of peace, development and human rights throughout the Great Lakes region.” In the conference margins, the Secretary-General held meetings with several of the African leaders in attendance, including the Presidents of South Africa, Burundi and Sudan.

After he met with South African President Thabo Mbeki, Mr. Annan discussed the transitional process in Burundi with that country’s President, Domitien Ndayizeye. The Secretary-General reinforced UN support for that process, and he also stressed the need for increased donor support for Burundi’s rebuilding process. The Secretary-General then met with Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir and told him, as he told the Security Council a day earlier in Nairobi, about the urgent need to complete the peace process being negotiated in Naivasha, Kenya. A successful conclusion of the Naivasha process would not only benefit north and south Sudan, Mr. Annan said, but would also be an essential step in moving forward the peace process in Darfur. They also discussed the situation on the ground in Darfur.

Annan vows to end sex abuse committed by UN mission staff in DR of Congo

19 November - Secretary-General Kofi Annan today acknowledged that United Nations peacekeeping

personnel in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) - both civilian and military - committed sexual exploitation and abuse, and vowed to put an end to such practices and hold the perpetrators responsible. "I am afraid there is clear evidence that acts of gross misconduct have taken place. This is a shameful thing for the United Nations to have to say, and I am absolutely outraged by it," he said after receiving a briefing from his Special Representative for the DRC, William Lacy Swing, and the UN Under-Secretary- General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno, about the investigations initiated by the UN into allegations against both UN civilian and military personnel.

Many of the allegations came to light last spring, and were looked into both by the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) itself and by the UN's own internal watchdog, the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS). "I am glad to say that the allegations concern only a small number of UN personnel. But it is vital that the investigations be speeded up," he said in a statement issued from in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, where he is attending a summit on the peace process in the Great Lakes region.

"We cannot rest until we have rooted out all such practices from MONUC, from any other peacekeeping operation, and indeed anywhere in the Organization that they might occur. And we must make sure that those involved are held fully accountable." Mr. Annan reiterated his position of zero tolerance towards sexual exploitation and abuse, and voiced determination to implement this policy in the most transparent manner. He also recalled that last July, he asked Jordan's Ambassador to the United Nations Prince Zeid Ra'ad Al-Hussein – himself an experienced UN peacekeeper - to act as his Adviser on this issue.

"I am now actively considering additional measures which need to be taken," the statement said. "In the meantime, I have instructed the Department of Peacekeeping Operations to send a special investigation team to the DRC, with the greatest urgency, to examine the outstanding cases."

Marked increase in refugees crossing into Uganda from Sudan,UN agency reports

19 November - An increasing number of people have fled into Uganda from southern Sudan in recent

weeks, mainly because of raids by the Ugandan rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), raising fears

that the continuing influx could stretch the country’s resources to their limits, the United Nations

refugee agency warned today. In the past month, some 3,200 Sudanese have crossed into northern Uganda, while another 1,000 registered in September, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said. Refugees cite a growing number of LRA raids with fighting along the border intensifying in recent months as a result of a push by Ugandan and Sudanese troops to rout the rebels. A severe food shortage due to crop failure appears to be a contributing factor.

Even before the recent arrivals, Uganda was home to more than 220,000 refugees, 187,000 of whom are Sudanese, the largest concentration in Africa of refugees from south Sudan where two decades of bitter fighting between Government troops and southern rebels sent more than half a million people fleeing to other countries while forcing another 3 million from their homes.

The 18-year-old rebellion by the LRA, which is viewed as wanting to impose the Ten Commandments of the Bible as law, has forced 1.6 million Ugandans to flee their homes. The group has become particularly notorious for its practice of kidnapping children to serve as soldiers or as sexual slaves for its commanders. More than 12,000 children have been abducted since June 2002.

In April the plight of these children was included on the list of “Ten Stories the World Should Know More About,” which was compiled by the UN Department of Public Information.

UN reports alleged human rights abuses by both sides in Côte d'Ivoire conflict

19 November - Summary executions, torture, rape, disappearances, arbitrary arrests and destruction

of property continue to be reported throughout Côte d'Ivoire both in government- and rebel-controlled

zones and in the United Nations-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants, the

UN mission there said today.

Despite its drastically reduced staffing, the UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI) continues to

investigate alleged human rights violations, especially since fresh fighting erupted two week ago

when Government forces violated a nearly two-year-old ceasefire agreement with an attack on rebels

in the north. Although the ferocity of the violence has abated since anti-French rioting and ethnic clashes erupted when French troops destroyed the Government's air force in reprisal for the deadly bombing of French peacekeepers in the ZOC, UNOCI said the situation remains unpredictable, if calm.

UN peacekeepers continue regular day and night patrols in Abidjan, the West African country's largest city, said UNOCI, which was set up in April to monitor the ceasefire and help implement peace accords signed in January 2003. Meanwhile, humanitarian agencies in neighbouring Liberia are struggling to cope with the arrival of thousands of Ivorian refugees, fleeing in fear of renewed conflict and now in dire need of security, food, water and medicine, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, warned today.

"The delivery of food and assistance presents enormous challenges in an area totally lacking in infrastructure, where roads and bridges have been destroyed by 14 years of conflict," UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond told a press briefing in Geneva. "More aid will likely have to be airlifted by UN helicopters, as was the case last weekend." An interagency team of UN and non-governmental organization staff is conducting a technical assessment of the needs.

Annan welcomes Myanmar prisoner release, urges freeing all political detainees

19 November - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed an announcement by the

Myanmar Government that it has begun releasing nearly 4,000 prisoners and called for freeing all others

detained for their political beliefs. In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan said he was encouraged by reports that a number of people detained for political activities were included among the 3,937 prisoners whose forthcoming release the Government announced yesterday.

Over the past several years Mr. Annan has been pushing the Government of the South Asian country to include opposition parties such as the National League for Democracy (NLD) in a democratic transition, and most recently has been urging it to allow his Special Envoy Razali Ismail to visit again as soon as possible. In an interim report to the General Assembly in September the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, said the situation had not improved, with large numbers of people in detention, harsh sentences for peaceful political activities and restrictions on the operations of opposition parties. "The Secretary-General considers the release an important step towards creating an environment conducive to genuine national reconciliation in Myanmar," today's statement added. "He hopes that this step will be followed by the release of the remainder of those detained for articulating their political beliefs, including all those who are still under house arrest," it concluded.

UN humanitarian assistance continues despite insecure

conditions in Iraq

19 November - The United Nations continues to deal with the Iraqi Interim Government and the

humanitarian community to coordinate and provide emergency assistance to civilians inside and displaced around Fallujah, a UN spokesman said today.

The UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) and the

International Organization for Migration (IOM) have provided emergency stocks, which are being

mobilized for distribution in and around Fallujah, Fred Eckhard told reporters at a news briefing in New

York. The supplies include chlorine, soap, jerry cans, tents and winterization supplies, as well as blood bags and dressing provided by the World Health Organization (WHO).

"These activities are taking place despite constraints in obtaining access to people in need," the spokesman said. "As access improves, UN agencies and partners stand by to provide additional services, including water trucking, medical supplies and technical assistance."

Meanwhile at a briefing in Geneva, UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond said that despite " the extremely dangerous situation and restricted access" in the Fallujah region, the agency had managed to assist about 4,000 Iranian Kurds in Altash camp,which is close to Ramadi, but not far from Fallujah itself.

Partners of the UN agency are providing water, sanitation items and food to the Iranian refugees, the majority of whom had opted to remain in the camp in spite of continued insecurity in the region.

Tens of thousands of people are believed to have been displaced by the fighting in Fallujah. UNHCR is unable to monitor the situation or assess the information coming out of the region. "We remain extremely concerned about the displaced population," said Mr. Redmond.

In quieter parts of Iraq, however, UNHCR is continuing to help refugees. In the past 10 days, the agency brought more than 800 people from Iran to northern and southern Iraq. Overall, the agency has so far helped more than 18,000 Iraqi refugees in returning home.

"We must stress, however, that UNHCR is not encouraging returns to Iraq at this stage because of the fragile situation in the country," said Mr. Redmond. "We only facilitate the repatriation of Iraqi refugees in neighbouring countries who are determined to go back despite the difficulties in their homeland."

More than $185 million sought by UN agency to aid Palestinians in 2005

19 November - Citing the worst levels of destruction so far in the four-year Palestinian uprising against Israel, the main United Nations agency helping Palestinian refugees today launched a $185.8 million emergency appeal to allow it to carry out crucial relief operations for 1.6 million people in the occupied West Bank and Gaza. “The statistics of death, destruction and poverty in this appeal do little to convey the real suffering of the population of the occupied territory,” Peter Hansen, Commissioner-General of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) told a meeting of donor representatives in East Jerusalem. “Whole neighbourhoods in Jabalia and Rafah camps (in Gaza) have been flattened. Our schools are seeing an entire generation grow up in an environment of terrifying vio lence. The curse of endemic poverty now touches two thirds of the population.”

UNRWA said 2004 had seen the worst levels of destruction of the uprising, as Israel employed drastic measures against Palestinian militants firing rockets from Gaza and other security threats. The accelerating levels of demolitions, increasing deaths and injuries, and strict movement restrictions had contributed to ever-growing hardship for the refugee population, it added. More than 2.2 million people were now surviving on less than $2 per person per day. “By meeting the emergency needs of the refugee population, the donor community can replace some of the uncertainty with a modicum of stability – going a long way to allow families to contribute positively to their communities,” Mr. Hansen said.

The appeal covers five main programmes:

$67.7 million for its emergency reconstruction to replace housing for some of the over the 25,000 Palestinians who have

lost their homes to Israeli demolition;

$40.9 million for emergency employment to create 2.6 million work days for thousands of unemployed breadwinners,

allowing them to support over 250,000 dependents throughout 2005;

$53.7 million for emergency food to provide basic staples, such as flour, rice, milk powder and lentils to almost 230,000

families, or more than 1 million people;

$18.5 million for emergency cash to aid the most vulnerable families when their homes are demolished or when

unemployment, imprisonment or death robs them of their breadwinner; and

$696,000 to bring emergency health services to 14,000 patients every month, as Israeli closures of areas and construction

of a separation barrier have left many communities without access to medical care.

A further $4 million is needed to allow UNRWA to try to cover the costs of movement restrictions related to the uprising

and to safeguard the neutrality of its installations.

UN takes new steps to ensure sanctions do not hurt civilians

19 November - The United Nations today launched a new initiative to assess the impact of sanctions on civilians.  Noting that the frequent use of sanctions by the UN Security Council since 1990 has led to increased concerns about their potential – albeit unintended – humanitarian consequences, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said it had devised a standardized method to figure out whether or how sanctions could cause harm. Secretary-General Kofi Annan “has been a steadfast and determined advocate for efforts to ensure that UN sanctions do not negatively impact the living conditions of civilian populations in targeted countries,” OCHA said in a statement.

Since 1990, the UN has approved 13 cases of sanctions. By contrast, from 1945 to 1989, the UN-backed sanctions involved only two cases. OCHA, which has been at the forefront of efforts to ensure that UN sanctions do not negatively impact the living conditions of civilians, said its latest initiative would make sanctions more effective by assessing humanitarian implications before, during and after their enforcement.

“Identifying possible humanitarian consequences of sanctions early on can reduce confusion about humanitarian conditions and their causes, and can help mitigate any unintended consequences,” it added.

Jointly funded by the Canadian and Swiss Governments, the OCHA project was undertaken in collaboration with humanitarian agencies within the UN system and beyond. The experts on humanitarian affairs also consulted with the Security Council members while formulating their assessment methodology.Meanwhile, Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, urged “those engaged in considering and designing sanction regime to employ this methodology to minimize their unintended humanitarian consequences.”OCHA also voiced hope that its new approach would make a “significant contribution to the protection of civilians” in sanctioned states, and that it would enhance the capacity of the UN agencies and Security Council members alike to anticipate and prevent deteriorations in humanitarian conditions that might result from sanctions. In the past, OCHA has evaluated humanitarian implications of sanctions on Afghanistan, Liberia and the former Yugoslavia.

UN management prepared to hold dialogue with Staff Union over concerns

19 November - United Nations management will meet next week with a body representing UN staff members to deal some of the concerns raised over the handling of a recent incident, a UN spokesman said today. The meeting was prompted by the Staff Council's dissatisfaction with the results of a report submitted earlier this week by the Department of Management to Secretary-General Kofi Annan on allegations about the UN's own watchdog body, the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS).

Original media reports indicating that the Staff Council would hold a vote of no-confidence today misconstrued what was taking place, spokesman Fred Eckhard said in response to questions at the daily press briefing in New York.Staff Council President Rosemarie Waters "assured us that that was not the intent, although they are dissatisfied with senior management, particularly in the way this whole OIOS matter was dealt with," he said. Mr. Eckhard said that when the Department of Management submitted its report on the OIOS allegations, Staff Council members were also briefed and given additional details about the Secretary-General's conclusions. The Staff Council, he noted, was not happy with the results.

UN management was prepared to talk to Ms. Waters and the Staff Council next week to deal with their concerns. "The idea is to keep dialogue going to sort out our differences so that it isn't necessary to adopt resolutions saying they have noconfidence in senior management," he said. "We'd certainly like them to have more confidence in us and we hope that we can achieve that through dialogue."

The spokesman acknowledged that it has been "an up and down relationship," but that it is UN management's intention to work with the Staff Council.

Asked why the Staff Council wasn't consulted during the OIOS investigation, the spokesman said that would be an issue for discussion next week. He noted that, in the OIOS investigation, one of the things brought forward initially had been an unsigned letter, and no one came forward to explain further.

Locust swarms moving towards Middle East unlikely to cause much damage - UN

19 November - Israel, the West Bank and Gaza, Saudi Arabia and Sudan face the possibility of a few

desert locust swarms arriving from northern Egypt, though damage to crops is expected to the

minimal, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said today.

"It is possible that a small number of locust swarms could arrive in these countries," said Mahmoud

Solh, director of the agency's Plant Production and Protection Division. "Countries should not expect

excessive waves of swarms like in the Maghreb countries; there is definitely no reason to panic."

However, FAO called on countries to look out for any locust swarms and undertake control operations as early as possible. Locust swarms originally came from the Sahel summer breeding areas and moved into Libya on strong winds from the southwest. Earlier this month, they invaded northern Egypt and then made a dramatic appearance in Cairo, according to FAO.

"Although desert locust control operations are underway in Egypt, there is a risk some of the swarms could attack crops,"said Mr. Solh. "But these swarms are highly mobile and crop damage is expected to be limited." FAO said it is closely monitoring the situation to see if swarms will move south along the Red Sea to their traditional winter breeding areas along the coastal plains of southern Egypt, Sudan and Saudi Arabia. "If this occurs and if there is rainfall during the upcoming winter," said Mr. Solh, "locust numbers could significantly increase in these areas."

UN commission observer panel set to visit Cameroon-Nigeria boundary

19 November - An observer panel, set up under a United Nations commission to help Cameroon and

Nigeria resolve a boundary dispute, will make its first visit to villages where the withdrawal and transfer

of authority took place this summer. The Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission Observer Personnel is scheduled to carry out its first quarterly visit to the land boundary between the two countries - which stretches for more than 1,000 kilometres - next Monday and Tuesday.

In two previous visits to the Lake Chad area, the observers have reported that, in general, peaceful and good relations are prevailing among the population and the new authorities in the area, although issues related to property rights continue to remain.

Meanwhile elsewhere in the region, the UN Office for West Africa (UNOWA) announced that it will host a workshop on security reform and conflict prevention from 22 to 23 November in Dakar, Senegal.

The meeting is expected to bring together senior military and security officials, from Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Nigeria and Senegal, as well as the finance and defence ministries of those countries. Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative for West Africa, said that "too often security forces in Africa themselves are a major factor of insecurity and instability." He added that when security forces "actually ignite conflict in some cases rather than serve as forces for conflict prevention, this makes reform more essential than ever. In this sense, security sector reform is conflict prevention."

______________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                  19 November 2004

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

Good afternoon. 

**Secretary-General’s Statement on Allegations of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse in MONUC
I’m going to start with a statement by the Secretary-General, who met earlier today in Dar es Salaam with the Special Representative for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, William Swing, and they discussed the issue of sexual exploitation and abuse in the UN Mission in that country.  And the Secretary-General’s statement goes as follows:  
“I have had a detailed briefing here in Dar es Salaam from my Special Representative for the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, about the investigations which the UN initiated some time ago into allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse by both civilian and military peacekeeping personnel in the DRC.  I am afraid there is clear evidence that acts of gross misconduct have taken place.  This is a shameful thing for the United Nations to have to say, and I am absolutely outraged by it.
“Many of these allegations came to light last spring, and have since been looked into both by MONUC itself and by the Office of Internal Oversight Services.  I am glad to say that the allegations concern only a small number of UN personnel.  But it is vital that the investigations be speeded up.  We cannot rest until we have rooted out all such practices from MONUC, from any other peacekeeping operation, and indeed anywhere in the Organization they might occur.  And we must make sure that those involved are held fully accountable. 
“I have long made it clear that my attitude to sexual exploitation and abuse is one of zero tolerance, without exception, and I am determined to implement this policy in the most transparent manner.  Last July, with this in mind, I asked Prince Zeid Ra’ad al-Hussein, the Permanent Representative of Jordan to the United Nations -- who is himself also an experienced UN peacekeeper -- to act as my Adviser on this painful issue, and he graciously agreed.  I am now actively considering additional measures which need to be taken.  In the meantime, I have instructed the Department of Peacekeeping Operations to send a special investigation team to the DRC, with the greatest urgency, to examine the outstanding cases.”
And in that connection, on Monday we’re expecting senior officials from the Department of Peacekeeping Operations to join us, to brief on this issue, in the DRC. 
**Secretary-General in Tanzania
The Secretary-General today told delegates to the conference in Tanzania on the Great Lakes Region that there is a glimmer of hope as the region’s leaders have made a strategic decision to pursue peace.
He told the International Conference on Peace, Security and Development in the Great Lakes Region, which began today in Dar es Salaam that a declaration, expected to be adopted tomorrow, will be a major step forward.  He said it “symbolizes a newfound political will to adhere to fundamental principles, to put in place confidence-building mechanisms and to promote a spirit of mutual trust”.
The Secretary-General told the assembled leaders that it is in their power to give their people hope by demonstrating a commitment to live as good neighbours and by taking steps to bridge the suspicion gap.  He warned, “We cannot afford to write this process off as a theoretical exercise.” 
We have copies of his statement upstairs.
Following a lunch break, the conference participants met in a closed session to discuss the draft declaration.  This evening, the Secretary-General and the other leaders in attendance will attend a state dinner hosted by Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa.
**Secretary-General - Bilateral Meetings
In the margins of the Great Lakes conference, the Secretary-General is holding meetings this afternoon with several of the African leaders in attendance, including the Presidents of South Africa, Burundi and Sudan.
After he met with South African President Thabo Mbeki, the Secretary-General discussed the transitional process in Burundi with that country’s President, Domitien Ndayizeye.  The Secretary-General reinforced UN support for that process, and he also stressed the need for increased donor support for Burundi’s rebuilding process.
The Secretary-General then met with Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir and told him, as he told the Security Council a day earlier in Nairobi, about the urgent need to complete the Naivasha peace process.
A successful completion of the Naivasha process would not only benefit north and south Sudan, he said, but would also be an essential step in moving forward the peace process in Darfur.  The President accepted this premise.
They also discussed the situation on the ground in Darfur.
**Security Council
A memorandum of understanding was signed at 10 a.m. in Nairobi by the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army committing them to reach a final comprehensive agreement by 31 December 2004.
The Security Council then unanimously adopted a resolution on Sudan, which strongly endorses the parties to fulfil that commitment.
We just received a press release on that, with details, that you can get upstairs. 
**Security Council - Somalia
The Security Council in Nairobi also discussed Somalia today and was expected to adopt a presidential statement on that subject.
The Secretary-General, in his remarks to the press while in Nairobi, said he was encouraged by the recent developments in Somalia, “where they came together, set up a parliament, named the President and the Prime Minister and are determined to go back home and rebuild their nation”.
He said the Somalis are going to need lots of help from the international community and from their neighbours, but in the final analysis, it is only the Somalis themselves who can stabilize their country and live in peace.
**Uganda - South Sudan
According to the UN refugee agency, there has been a marked increase in the number of refugees crossing from southern Sudan into Uganda in recent weeks. 
Refugees cite a growing number of raids by the Ugandan rebel group, the Lord's Resistance Army, from its bases in south Sudan as the main reason for taking flight. 
The agency has launched a series of initiatives to assist the hundreds of thousands of people who have already returned to south Sudan. 
**Côte d’Ivoire
The UN mission in Côte d’Ivoire reports that the situation in Abidjan and the rest of the country is calm, but unpredictable.  
UN peacekeepers continue regular patrolling in various parts of the city both during day and night.
On the humanitarian front, the water supply has been restored to virtually all parts of the north. 
Gross violations continue to be reported throughout the country, in the Government-controlled and Forces Nouvelles-controlled zones, respectively, as well as in the zone of confidence, the Mission reports.  They include cases of summary executions and extrajudicial killings, torture, rape, forced disappearances, arbitrary arrests, illegal and incommunicadodetentions and the destruction of houses and other property. 
In line with its mandate, and despite its drastically reduced staffing, the UN Mission continues to investigate allegations of human rights violations, in particular, those allegedly perpetrated over the last two weeks since the outbreak of hostilities in Abidjan and in towns and villages in the north of the country.  
Meanwhile, humanitarian agencies in north-eastern Liberia are struggling to cope with the arrival of thousands of refugees from neighbouring Côte d'Ivoire.
**Iraq
The United Nations continues to deal with the Iraqi Interim Government and the humanitarian community to coordinate and provide emergency assistance to civilians both inside and displaced around Falluja.
The UN Children’s Fund, the UN refugee agency and the International Organization for Migration have provided emergency stocks that are being mobilized for distribution in and around Falluja.  The supplies include chlorine, soap, jerry cans, tents and winterization supplies.
Also, the World Health Organization has sent medical supplies, including blood bags and dressings, to Iraqi Ministry of Health facilities in the area.
These activities have taken place despite constraints in obtaining access to people in need.  As access improves, UN agencies and partners stand ready to provide additional services, including water trucking, medical supplies and technical assistance.
**UNRWA
The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East today launched an emergency appeal for $185.8 million.  That money is intended to allow the Agency to carry out crucial relief operations for the 1.6 million refugees in the West Bank and Gaza throughout 2005.
The Agency said that this year has seen the worst levels of destruction of the four year intifada.  More than 2.2 million people in the occupied Palestinian territory are now living on less than two dollars a person each day.
We have a press release upstairs with more details on that. 
**Haiti - SRSG at Summit
Juan Valdes, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Haiti, has stressed the importance of a quick implementation of projects in Haiti so that the population can see improvements on the ground, as well as build trust in the UN Mission there.
Valdes did this at a presentation he made for foreign ministers yesterday at the fourteenth Ibero-American Summit of heads of State and government -- this was attended by several countries which have troops taking part in the peacekeeping mission in Haiti.
Prior to the ministerial meeting, Valdes attended a workshop on Haiti, chaired by Brazil and attended by several Group of Rio representatives.
**Sanctions - Humanitarian Implications
Today the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is launching a new initiative to assess the potential humanitarian implications of sanctions.
The UN wants to ensure that such measures won’t worsen the living conditions of civilian populations in targeted areas. 
So OCHA has started developing a system to determine how sanctions might harm instead of help.  Among other things, it will take into account the status of humanitarian conditions in countries before sanctions are imposed.
The project has seen the publication of two documents:  a Sanctions Assessment Handbook and a complementary set of Field Guidelines. 
And we have a press release from OCHA on that. 
**Locusts
An update on the desert locust situation.
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has warned various Middle Eastern countries about the possibility of swarms arriving from Egypt, but says there is no reason to panic.
The alert went out to Israel, the West Bank and Gaza, Saudi Arabia and Sudan. 
FAO says crop damage is expected to be limited.
And we have more in a press release. 
**Secretary-General’s Message on Sierra Leone
We also have the text of a message by the Secretary-General to a conference on Italian cooperation for West African children.
And we have the Week Ahead.  
That’s all I have for you.  Any questions? David? 
**Questions and Answers
Question:  In the press conference, just a short while ago, the Iraqi Ambassador said that there were further increases for Iraqi staff members in the pipeline.  To what extent is the United Nations considering raising the staff level beyond the already increased level from a week or two ago, which he said was 59? 

Spokesman:  We intentionally didn’t go public with that figure.  The Secretary-General did raise the ceiling, allowing additional elections monitors to go into the country.  Again, I don’t think we want to go into specific numbers.  I did say, a couple of weeks ago, our target on election personnel was 25.  Carina Perelli feels that with 25 good international staff members there, we can probably carry out what remains to be done in advising the Iraqis on the organization of the elections.  I’m not aware that there’s been any subsequent decision by the Secretary-General to raise the ceiling further.  Yes?

Question:  I’m wondering if you could comment on the issue of the votes, this afternoon, of the United Nations Staff Union.  How worried is the Secretariat about it and does it have any legal implications for the Secretariat?

Spokesman:  I think I told you earlier this week that, at the time that the Department of Management had submitted its report to the Secretary-General on the allegations raised by the Staff Union against the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS), that we briefed the Staff Committee leadership on the results of that investigation, and I also issued a statement on the Secretary-General’s behalf, summarizing his conclusions.  The Staff Committee was not happy with that result, which I believe may be what they’re considering adopting a resolution on this afternoon. 

Overnight, there was a bit of an unfortunate misconstruing of this action they’re planning to take as a vote of no confidence in the Secretary-General.  The Staff Council President assured us that that was not the intent, although they are dissatisfied with senior management, particularly in the way this whole OIOS matter was dealt with.  We assured her this morning that we were prepared to meet with her next week to review their complaints about the Department of Management investigation.  And I understand that to correct this misinterpretation overnight about their intentions, regarding the Secretary-General, they’ve issued a new press release sometime just before noon today.  So you might ask them for their latest press release. 

I don’t think there are legal implications.  The Staff Union tries to represent staff views; we try to interact with them to take their views into account as we formulate our policies.  It’s been a bit of an up and down relationship in the past years, but it’s certainly our intention to work with them as fully and responsibly as we can to deal with these issues.  And, as I’ve said, we’ve offered to discuss with them next week their complaints about this particular report.  Nick?

Question:  The report out of Nairobi quoting spokesmen in New York, saying as part of the resolution on Sudan there would be more than 10,000 peacekeepers and more than $500 million in humanitarian aid.  That language was not in the resolution but courts say that’s what the Security Council has decided.  Can you confirm those numbers?

Spokesman:  I think the two United Nations officials in New York cited in the report claim they were either misquoted or never used those figures.  So, I cannot confirm those figures. 

Question:  Are there any figures?

Spokesman:  There may well be planning figures.  I’m not aware of what they are.  But we have nothing official to put forward at this time.  Mohammed?

Question:  Fred, two questions.  Do you have any figures on how many children were victims of Iraqi sanctions?  And my second question is how many cases of misconduct were reported to the United Nations, and is there any allegation of involvement of female staff?

Spokesman:  There was quite a bit of debate over the years regarding the impact of United Nations sanctions on Iraqis generally, and there may have been separate figures on the numbers of Iraqi children [affected].  I’m not sure if UNICEF or we would have those numbers.  I’d have to look into the file to see.  The oil-for-food programme, of course, greatly improved the nutritional intake of all Iraqis, particularly children.  And I think that’s probably what we’re proudest of. 

On your second question, if you don’t mind waiting until Monday when the peacekeeping officials come in to brief you on this matter because it isn’t just the Congo Mission that they’re concerned about, it kind of goes across the board.  There were something like 70-plus cases investigated by OIOS, and I don’t know how many of those were considered actionable.  I think less than 30 in the end.  But these are details that I think would be put out on Monday. 

As for whether there were any complaints against women for sexual abuse, I’m not aware of any.  David?   

Question:  Fred, regardless of if any Staff Union action results in no-confidence or simply noting dissatisfaction, how seriously would the Secretary-General take such an action.  And what practical impact would it have on the Secretariat? 

Spokesman:  As I said, we heard them out.  Their initial reaction to the OIOS report was negative.  This morning we invited them to sit down with us next week to go over it.  The idea is to keep dialogue going to sort out our differences so that it isn’t necessary to adopt resolutions saying they have no-confidence in senior management.  We’d certainly like them to have more confidence in us and we hope that we can achieve that through dialogue.

Question:  Does the Secretary-General take it that decisions of the Staff Union are representative of the entire United Nations staff here in New York and elsewhere?

Spokesman:  That’s a judgment call.  These people are either elected or nominated by their peers to serve as staff representatives, and we accept them as the legal representatives of the staff.

Question:  Why was the Staff Council not consulted?  As I remember in your statement about the conclusion of the [inaudible] investigation, on some charges, there was not adequate information.  So why was the Staff Council not consulted, since they were the people who complained about [inaudible] in the first place?

Spokesman:  That’s one of the things that I think we’re prepared to talk to them about next week. 

Question:  But isn’t that a completely inadequate investigation, if the people whose complaint needs to be investigated aren’t asked and then the result comes back and they say there’s not enough information?

Spokesman:  One of the things that was brought forward initially was an unsigned letter making all kinds of allegations against the head of OIOS and OIOS generally.  If you can’t get a person to come forward to say, “This is my complaint”, how can you investigate it?   

Question:  But subsequently there was a Staff Council resolution, which seems to reflect the complaints brought forward in that letter, and it was after that resolution that Kofi announced his investigation.  It seems extraordinary that you didn’t go back to the body that initiated, that provoked, the investigation to ask, “Come up with the goods, where is the evidence?”

Spokesman:  Well, I don’t know for a fact that none of those members of the Staff Council were consulted in the course of this investigation.  If they say they were not consulted, I think that’s definitely something we’d like to discuss with them next week.  That does not seem right. 

Question:  And when you said today that they assured you it wasn’t a vote of no-confidence against the Secretary-General, in what context was that?  Who was that in the Staff Council?  And how was that assurance made? 

Spokesman: Well, first you should look at the press release issued by the subsequent…

Question:  The press release is even more bizarre than all the rest of this.  The press release says that the draft resolutions proposed by the Staff Union expresses a lack of confidence in the senior management.  At the same time, two sentences later, it says “but it doesn’t express a desire to hold a vote of no confidence against the Secretary-General”.  So we have a lack of confidence in senior management but not a no-confidence in the Secretary-General.

Spokesman:  Well, you had a wire service story in the middle of the night saying that this action was a vote of no confidence in the Secretary-General, which was a misunderstanding on someone’s part based on the position explained to us this morning by Rosemary Waters, the President of the Staff Council. 

Question:  Who did she explain it to?

Spokesman:  She explained it to Iqbal Riza, the Chief of Staff.  She indicated that to clarify their position they would be issuing a subsequent press release, which I understand they’ve now put out just a few minutes ago.  So let us try to talk this out with them next week and see if we can’t resolve this.

Question:  When you talked to Rosemary Waters, because she’s been unavailable to us so far today, did she say that because of your promise to meet next week, this resolution wouldn’t be adopted until you had further discussions?

Spokesman:  No, that’s not my impression.  That particular thing wasn’t discussed. 

Question:  Cause we’re expecting this resolution to be adopted by now.  Is that what you’re expecting?

Spokesman:  My understanding is that they intend to hold a meeting, as you say, in about an hour’s time and to vote on this draft resolution.  Yes.

Question:  In the meeting with the Staff Council on Tuesday, was a full copy of Ms. Bertini’s report given to them or just a summary of their findings?

Spokesman:  No, that was considered confidential from Catherine Bertini to the Secretary-General, but the elements of her report were discussed, more details were given to the Staff Council than were given to you.  

Question:  In the draft resolution, there were a number of other issues raised, including Mr. Annan’s failure to accept the offered resignation of Louise Fréchette over the Baghdad security failures, and including the Secretary-General’s failure to “hold accountable the head of UNHCR for alleged sexual harassment”.  And also, additional allegations made, which hadn’t surfaced before about “the failure to hold accountable the Chef de Cabinet, whose son was employed with the Secretariat in contravention of staff rules”.  That’s Mr. Riza, who was the person [inaudible] today.

Spokesman:  If you look at the staff rules, and you look at the circumstances of Mr. Riza’s son’s employment, you’ll see that there’s no contravention of the staff rules.  We’ve said this over and over again, and why these allegations keep coming forward I don’t know because the rules are clear…

Question:  As I understand, Mr. Riza’s son is employed in the Middle East.  Is that right?

Spokesman:  Yes, he is seconded from a specialized agency where he works… 

Question:  Which one? 

Spokesman:  I don’t have the details of that in front of me so if you come to my office afterwards we’ll dig all this old stuff out of the file and give it to you.  I don’t think I need to go over those other two issues, we explained why the Secretary-General took the decision on Louise Fréchette that he did.  He considered it a collective responsibility.  He appreciated it that she took responsibility and offered her resignation, but he said it wasn’t her responsibility alone.  It was a group failure and he sent letters to every member of that group expressing his concern.  And, on Mr. Lubbers, we’ve been over that more recently.  He [the Secretary-General] reviewed the OIOS report, he reviewed Mr. Lubbers’ response, and he found that the allegations against Mr. Lubbers could not be sustained.

Question:  Is that now closed, the Mr. Lubbers part?  I mean that’s not part of this dialogue with the Staff Council? 

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General considers this matter closed.  We did not offer to discuss, it did not come up in the discussions with Rosemary Waters this morning. 

Question:  So the talks [inaudible] specifically on the Nair case?  Is that correct? 

Spokesman:  That’s my understanding.  And the Staff Union, of course, is free to raise whatever issues they want with us.  But it was our understanding that they were concerned about the lack of consultation on the OIOS report.  Nick?  

Question:  Fred, on cloning, it now looks like there won’t be a convention or a resolution to seek a worldwide treaty that would ban cloning.  Can I get the Secretary-General’s reaction to what seems to be a weaker statement…
Spokesman:  That’s still working its way through the General Assembly and so, before I would even ask him for a reaction, I would like the Assembly to complete their deliberation on this matter, and whether he would want to enter that debate I can’t tell you. 

Question:  But he does approve some cloning for stem cell research.  I think he’s said that before…

Spokesman:  I don’t want to discuss his views while the General Assembly is deliberating on this matter, if you don’t mind. 

Thank you very much. 
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