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Complex Issues Plague International Accords 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, October 21, 2002 (ENS) - The difficulty of implementing                     international environmental agreements, and the implications of slow   progress, took center stage at the Seventh International Wildlife Law Conference, held in Washington DC last Friday. 

                      The conference examined some of the challenges facing the Convention on  Biological Diversity (CBD), a voluntary international agreement for the development of national strategies for conservation and sustainable use of   biodiversity. More than 180 parties are now parties to the CBD, but the United States, which signed the pact in 1993, has not taken the actions required to  become a party to the treaty. 

                      While the lack of support from the U.S. remains a fundamental concern, the first 10 years of the CBD have gone quite well, according to Daniel Ogolla,  legal advisor to the secretariat of the CBD. 

But socioeconomic issues remain a primary obstacle as the CBD begins to  move away from policy development toward implementation, and this is not  likely to change anytime soon, Ogolla said. 

"Countries in the South have more immediate concerns than simply preserving the next elephant," Ogolla said. "The list of obstacles is daunting."

Involvement of local and indigenous communities is key, he added, and CBD  has received feedback that it has "effectively integrated them into the convention process." 

The CBD does not form binding obligations. Instead, it creates a guiding  principles and mechanisms for policy development and implementation. The success of biodiversity policies, noted Chris Hedley, editor of OceanLaw.net,  ultimately depends on financial capabilities and political will. 

Invasive species - like the Asian longhorned beetle which now infests trees throughout the United States - cause losses to biodiversity and cost millions in control efforts. (Photo courtesy U.S. Department of Agriculture)

A lack of political will is currently threatening steps to form a strategy for invasive species under the CBD, detailed Caroll  Muffett, director of international  programs at the U.S. conservation  group Defenders of Wildlife. The CBD has a broad enough mandate to look at   the issue of damaging, non-native species, which many consider one of the most challenging for nations to address. 

"Invasive species are the second leading cause of biological diversity loss,"  Muffett said. "They are responsible for $123 billion of economic loss a year.  There are no legally, binding international guidelines for risk assessment of  invasive alien species." 

It looked like advocates for creating principles to explore the issue won a victory at the last meeting of the CBD, but Muffett said this could be in doubt. A decision to adopt the principles was challenged during the final plenary session at the Sixth Conference of the Parties to the CBD (COP 6), held in April 2002 in The Hague, Netherlands. 

The Australian delegation, which had participated in the process to develop  the principles, raised concern over how it might conflict with trade   agreements. The decision was adopted despite the protests from Australia,                      but delegates from that nation are formally challenging the result. 

Ogolla added that he believes "the decision remains valid as adopted." But the challenges of adopting a single set of principles illustrates how complex  the negotiations over international conventions can become. 

Frustration with the current framework of the international Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) is illustrated by growing concerns over the possible resumption of the ivory trade. 

CITES, established in 1973, is a voluntary international agreement now signed  by 160 parties, including the United States. The pact restricts international trade in species listed under either of the CITES appendices, requiring special  permits for trade in more numerous species and barring trade altogether for the rarest species. 

Because the agreement is focused on trade regulation, CITES does not involve mechanisms for protecting habitat, according to Edmund Couzens, author of "Different Global Perspectives on Conservation: CITES, the IWC,  the Africa Elephant and the Whale." 

Shrinking habitat is the primary threat to most endangered species, including  the elephant. Couzens explained that Botswana, for example, is blaming CITES and the ivory ban for its overpopulation of elephants, though a lack of habitat lies at the root of the problem. 

Tusks seized from poachers rest in a Tanzanian storeroom. (Photo  courtesy World Wildlife Fund)

The debate over the ivory ban will take center stage at the next meeting of CITES this November, as Botswana, along with Namibia, Zimbabwe, South Africa and Zambia, are proposing that CITES permit one time sales of existing  ivory stocks, to be followed later by annual quotas. 

Given recent evidence of a booming illegal ivory trade, talk of resuming the legal trade of ivory alarms many                      conservationists. Kenyan wildlife officials have confirmed that more than 16  million tons of illegal ivory have been confiscated this year. 

But the proposal to sell ivory stockpiles is not without precedent. In 1997, CITES agreed to allow Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe to make one time sales from their existing legal stocks. Almost 50,000 kilograms (kg), totaling  5,446 tusks, was sold to Japan in 1999 for about $5 million; the funds were used for conservation efforts in the three African countries. 

The current proposals are for a first sale of 20,000 kg and an annual quota of 4,000 kg for Botswana, a 10,000 kg sale and 2,000 kg quota for Namibia, 30,000  kg and a 2,000 kg quota for South Africa and 10,000 kg and a 5,000 quota for  Zimbabwe. Zambia is proposing a one time sale of 17,000 kg. 

India and Kenya have offered a counter proposal, arguing that further ivory sales from African elephants should be clearly prohibited as a precautionary measure for reducing future threats to the elephant. 

Couzens said a good case could be made for Botswana and the other African nations to cull their elephant herds if overpopulation is harming the countries' environment. There would be no need for them to sell the ivory, he argued 

But because CITES is not designed to address this issue, Couzens said it is worth considering whether CITES may have reached "its shelf life." Couzens  added that perhaps the CBD would be a more comprehensive vehicle for addressing the international concerns over the elephant population. 

CITES faces other pressures from beneath the sea, as the debate over whaling  will also be a primary issue at the November CITES meeting. The agenda  includes a proposal from Japan to open up trade of minke whales and Bryde's  whales, as well as proposals from five southern African nations to trade ivory.

apanese whaler takes a minke whale in the Southern Ocean. (Photo courtesy Greenpeace)

The Japanese proposal is troubling, Couzens said, because Japan's dual strategy of increasing trade in                                                  whales through both the International Whaling Commission  (IWC) and CITES threatens to pit                                         the two international agreements against each other. The CITES  member nations announced support for the IWC in 1979. 

Japan currently abides by a moratorium on whaling imposed by the IWC in 1986. Efforts to lift the IWC whaling ban have repeatedly failed, but the last week's reentry of Iceland into the IWC has conservationists worried that the Japanese may soon succeed in their efforts to end the moratorium. 

Within CITES, the Japanese are pushing a proposal to open up trade in most  northern hemisphere populations of minke whale and a Pacific population of Bryde's whale. Similar proposals were presented without success at the most recent CITES conferences in 1997 and 2000. 

The next CITES conference will be held in Santiago, Chile from November 3-15, 2002. 

For more information on the Convention on Biological Diversity, visit:  http://www.biodiv.org/ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Southern Africa Report (Vol.20)

SA WANTS TO SELL 30 TONS OF IVORY

SOUTH AFRICA IS SEEKING support from other African countries for a proposal it 

and four neighbouring states will present to CITES (Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species) to sell stockpiles of ivory. CITES meets in Chile 

in a few weeks. SA has 30 tons of ivory which it has accumulated from animals 

dying of natural causes, as well as through culling. The sale of ivory has been 

banned since 1989.

It is estimated that if the ivory was sold at the pre-1989 price of up to US 

$300 (R3,120) a kilogram, the stockpile would fetch $9-m (R94-m) on world 

markets. The tusks are eagerly sought after for carving into expensive 

ornaments and jewellery.

The convention aims to protect certain species by banning trade in products 

derived from them and has been signed by more than 150 countries. Botswana, 

Namibia and Zimbabwe were allowed to sell 60 tons of stockpiled ivory in 1999, 

despite opposition from other African nations, particularly Kenya. The 1989 ban 

followed the slaughter of 700,000 elephants during the 1980s, when their 

numbers fell from 1.3-million to 600,000.

The total stockpile for which permission is being sought is 80 tons of ivory 

held by SA, Namibia, Zambia, Botswana and Zimbabwe.

SA's Environmental Affairs Minister Valli Moosa has declared that conservation 

methods in Africa should not be prescribed by northern countries.

``The continent should maintain the prerogative to formulate African solutions 

to African problems. Africa should unite in unified action, or face massive 

negative consequences such as those being faced by Botswana presently'', he 

said.

Botswana was one of only a few countries globally that had managed to set aside 

10% of its total area for conservation purposes but now found this facing 

potential destruction due to an over-population of elephants.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Press Trust of India

October 18, 2002 Friday 

Brown cloud report

Brown cloud compiled by independent team of scientistsUnited Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Friday clarified that the report on "Asian Brown Cloud" which has triggered a lot of controversy was compiled  by an "independent team of scientists". 

Reacting to the controversy about the report, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the "UNEP has a mandate to carry out early warning and assessment of emerging environmental issues." The report entitled  'The Asian Brown Cloud: Climate and Other Environmental Impacts', was compiled by "a highly respected and  fully independent team of scientists," Toepfer said in a statement. 

      Significant debate has been triggered particularly in India about the aerosols and their possible role in public  health and weather, he said hoping some consensus would be reached about their full impact and the      potential actions needed to address this issue.

___________________________________________________

Disaster area

By Sallie Baliunas and Willie Soon

The United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP) just released a document that calls for reductions in carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions. No surprise there. But this time UNEP is saying such reductions are needed so that climate-disaster economic losses can be curtailed. 

The UNEP Finance Initiatives Climate Change Working Group report (October 8, 2002) tries to pin economic losses from natural disasters like storms and floods to the air's increase in human-made greenhouse gases which supposedly has caused a globally-averaged warming. This warming, the report alleges, should have spawned more - or more powerful - climate-related disasters like storms. 

Thus, UNEP asks developed economies like the United States to ration energy: "...[P]olicymakers should commit to clear GHG [greenhouse gas] emissions reduction targets via policies and measures consistent with the Kyoto Protocol that establish a clear value on carbon ..." (p. 5, Module 1). 

How credible is UNEP's speculation on increased storm or other weather damage? Not very, since it includes several errors of fact and logic. 

The UNEP report says, "Worldwide economic losses due to natural disasters appear to be doubling every ten years, and have reached almost $1 trillion [in U.S. 2001 dollars] over the past 15 years... If the current trends persist, the annual loss amounts will, within the next decade, come close to US$150 billion ..." (p. 6, Module 1). 

UNEP shows a chart representing losses owing to "Great natural catastrophes" over the last 50 years. It is complete with a red line curving quickly upward demonstrating rapidly increasing losses (Figure 1, p. 6, Module 1). UNEP extends that red line into the future in order to reach its projection of US $150 billion annual losses within the next decade. 

But to have minimal credibility, a forecast trend needs to start by fitting the extant data. Mathematically, the UNEP fast-rising red line fails to fit the data. For example, 1994 and 1995 had the highest loss costs of any years in the 50-year record. Since then, losses have dropped. The rapidly-rising red line fails to reflect the post-1995 data, and that failure means the forecast trend for future high losses rests on all the confidence of quicksand. 

Next consider the relevance of the record of natural disasters to the air's increased carbon dioxide content. The extraordinary losses in 1994 (over $80 billion) and 1995 (over $167 billion) are dominated by the costs of the Northridge and Kobe earthquakes. Natural disasters like earthquakes and volcanic eruptions cannot be linked in any believable way to the air's increased concentration of greenhouse gases. Once non-weather events are discarded from the analysis, the upswept curve is even less justifiable. 

The possibility of grave economic losses in the future must be based on credible predictions of weather disasters, a task not considered in the UNEP report, since no one - including the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change - knows just how to do so. 

To examine the believability of the UNEP claim of increasing carbon-emission-related weather disasters, let's concentrate on the U.S. record of economic losses due to hurricanes, which are America's costliest weather disasters. The record accounting for these losses is thorough and reaches back 100 years. That's a period that can be split into two parts, before and after 1950 - that is, before and after the air's dramatic rise in carbon dioxide content. 

To make a fair comparison, the history of U.S. economic losses for hurricanes must be adjusted for socio-economic factors. To compare losses across decades, the values must be adjusted for increased population density in areas harmed by hurricanes, increased property values and wealth, and inflation. Once that's done, the normalized losses would have to show a rise related to the air's increased content in carbon dioxide, in parallel with a rise in storm severity or number of intense storms, as rated by measured meteorological parameters. 

Colorado and Florida researchers have provided the normalized losses for U.S. hurricane damage over the last 100 years. In terms of normalized losses, the most destructive year was 1926 with the Great Miami Hurricane. That hurricane would have caused $80-90 billion in losses had it occurred in the year 2000. The largest annual loss since 1926 occurred in 1992 with $40 billion in losses attributable primarily to Hurricane Andrew. 

Of the years with normalized losses totaling $20 billion or more, five of them occurred prior to 1950 (1900 - including the unnamed Galveston Hurricane which killed over 6,000 people, the largest hurricane death toll in U.S. history - then 1915, 1926, 1938 and 1944). 

But after 1950 there are only two such years: 1954 (Hurricanes Carol and Hazel) and 1992 (Hurricane Andrew). 

Thus, the single largest normalized loss year for hurricanes, and five out of seven of the years in which losses exceed $20 billion, occurred before 1950 - before the major increase in the air's concentration of human-produced greenhouse gases. A linear trend of the normalized losses from most-costly hurricanes through the 20th century would slope downward, not upward, as UNEP contends. 

As for measured hurricane parameters, consider maximum intensity or maximum wind speed. If those parameters increase, it would likely yield greater economic losses. But the maximum wind speed of the strongest Atlantic hurricanes decreased from 1944 to 2000, the period studied by Florida and Colorado hurricane experts. 

Moreover, the most intense hurricanes come in three categories: Categories 3, 4 and 5 with a value of 5 indicating the most intense on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane scale. But the annual total number of the most intense hurricanes over the Atlantic decreased since 1944. More precisely, U.S. hurricane experts concluded that "[b]y far the biggest decade during the last active era was the 1940s, where five major hurricanes made landfall in Florida. This contrasts dramatically with the very low activity of the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s." 

Thus, there is no evidence that a greenhouse-gas enhanced atmosphere has produced either more intense or a greater number of severe hurricanes for the U.S or evidence of greater economic losses, in terms of normalized losses that fairly account for socio-economic changes. 

The UNEP report goes so far as to acknowledge that any recent upsurge in devastation is due not to climate-related factors, but to socio-economic factors: "Although the steady increase in economic and insured losses is more a function of the concentration of economic development in vulnerable regions than climate change per se, it is clear that climate change will exacerbate these loss trends" (p. 7, Module 1). 

Nonetheless, against the views of normative science, the UNEP report claims that, "Scientific and technical reports present compelling evidence that human-induced climate change is upon us, and that its consequences could be devastating..." (p. 8, Module 2). 

And then the report frankly reveals its anxiety about being sidetracked by recent "U.S. corporate governance and accounting scandals" or "increasing concerns over the ability to fund burgeoning health and retirement programs." UNEP frets: "...there is clearly a risk that the climate change issue will not garner the level of attention necessary for any serious action to take place" (p. 15, Module 2). 

The UNEP disaster claim may be expected but is scientifically unsupported. 

________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

October 19, 2002 Saturday 

      SECTION: International News 

Air pollution crisis set to claim lives in choked Asian cities 

Asia's air pollution, already singled out this year for its effect on the environment, is set to reap a bitter  harvest in human lives in decades to come, experts say. 

      Doctors armed with the latest evidence about the effects of airborne pollution on health say the megacities of China and India, with their traffic-choked streets and dependence on coal, could become centres of  premature mortality. 

      Two studies published on Saturday in the British weekly The Lancet dramatically highlight the damage airborne soot and exhaust pollution wreak on human lungs and the heart. 

      An Irish study looked at the death rate in Dublin after the city authorities in 1990 outlawed the burning of coal, a fuel that had been reintroduced after the 1970s oil shock. The ban slashed concentrations of black smoke in the air by 70 percent. In six years deaths from respiratory disease fell by 15 percent, and there was a 10-percent decline in cardiovascular disease. 

      A Dutch study, which monitored the health of 5,000 people from 1986-94, found that people who lived near a main road were twice as likely to die from heart and lung disease, and 40 percent likelier to die from any  cause, compared with people who lived in low-pollution areas. 

      Specialists said the warning signs were clear for Indian and Chinese cities, where pollution levels can be several times those recorded in Ireland or the Netherlands. 

      "We've known for a long time that coal smog isn't good for you, to put it mildly," Bert Brunekreef, professor at the Institute for Risk Assessment Sciences, Utrecht University, told AFP. 

      "To some extent, the urban areas in these countries are recreating the situation that we've had like in London in the past," he said, referring to the killer smogs of the 1950s that claimed the lives of thousands of  Londoners. 

      Douglas Dockery, professor of environmental epidemiology at Harvard School of Public Health, who  co-authored the Dublin study, said the problem was that in China and India coal use is rampant and that,  with growing prosperity, cars are now starting to flood the streets, many of them poorly maintained. 

      The world's two most populous countries are heading towards "the same mistakes we've made in the developed world," he said in an interview. 

      The problem is at its worst, he said, when coal is burned in homes, in inefficient burners that create little  heat but generate particulate pollution -- carbon or dust particles that are breathed in and penetrate the  lungs. 

      Problems of a somewhat different kind occur with traffic pollution, in that there is a bouquet of noxious or suffocating gases, as well as compounds that react with sunlight to form the oxygen molecule ozone, which irritates the airways and is dangerous for people with respiratory problems. 

      Cars also throw out fine-grained particulates, which because of their small size are able to penetrate deep into the lungs. 

      "When I was in Beijing  maybe 10 or 15 years ago, it was coal pollution that was the big problem and four,  five years ago, they had essentially banned the burning of coal within the city of Beijing, but there was this tremendous influx of cars, which has caused a pollution problem of equal magnitude," Dockery said. 

      "They're trading one bad technology against the other." 

      The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) last November branded China as having some of filthiest  urban air on the planet. 

      "China's major cities have been characterised by some of the highest levels of air pollution in the world often with pollutant concentrations at multiples of the levels considered safe for human health and the environment," the report, written in conjunction with several Chinese institutes, said. 

      Air pollution problems are not exclusive to Asia's big two, and smoke from illegal land clearances by Indonesian farmers this year have triggered health scares in Singapore and Malaysia. 

      The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) earlier this year said the soot from burning coal and biomass fuels had created a vast, sooty pall over South Asia that triggered regional climate change.

________________________________________________________________________

BBC

17 October 2002

Cosmic rays 'linked to clouds'
The influence of clouds on climate change is poorly understood

By Alex Kirby ,  BBC News Online environment correspondent 

German scientists have found a significant piece of evidence linking cosmic rays to climate change. 

They have detected charged particle clusters in the lower atmosphere that were probably caused by the space radiation. 

They say the clusters can lead to the condensed nuclei which form into dense clouds. 

Clouds play a major, but as yet not fully understood,  role in the dynamics of the climate, with some types acting to cool the planet and others warming it up. 

The amount of cosmic rays reaching Earth is largely controlled by the Sun, and many solar scientists believe  the star's indirect influence on Earth's global climate has been underestimated. 

Some think a significant part of the global warming recorded in 20th Century may in fact have its origin in changes in solar activity - not just in the increase in fossil-fuel-produced greenhouse gases. 

               First evidence found 

The German team, from the Max Planck Institute of  Nuclear Physics in Heidelberg, used a large ion mass  spectrometer mounted on an aircraft. 

               They say their measurements

               "have for the first time detected in  the upper troposphere large positive ions with ass numbers up to 2500". 

               They conclude: "Our observations provide strong evidence for the ion-mediated formation and growth of aerosol particles in the upper troposphere." 

               The scientists report their findings in Geophysical Research Letters, a journal of    the American Geophysical Union. 

               They support the theory that  cosmic rays can influence climate change and affect               cloud albedo - the ability of clouds to reflect light. 

               In and out 

               The importance of clouds in the climate system is described by the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research, at the UK's University of East Anglia (UEA). It says: "Clouds               strongly influence the passage of radiation through the Earth's atmosphere. 

"They reflect some incoming short-wave solar radiation back into space and absorb some outgoing long-wave terrestrial radiation: producing cooling and warming effects, respectively." 

And UEA's Climatic Research Unit spells out the complexity of clouds' role in climate change. It says: "The cloud feedback may be large, yet not even its sign is known. 

"Low clouds tend to cool, high clouds tend to warm. High clouds tend to have lower albedo and reflect less sunlight back to space than low clouds. 

               Confusion confounded 

"Clouds are generally good absorbers of infrared, but high clouds have colder tops than low clouds, so they emit less infrared spacewards. 

"To further complicate matters, cloud properties may change with a changing climate, and               human-made aerosols may confound the effect of greenhouse gas forcing on clouds. 

"Depending on whether and how cloud cover changes, the cloud feedback could almost               halve or almost double the warming." 

Many scientists agree that the Earth's surface appears to be warming, while low atmosphere temperatures remain unchanged. 

               Missing link 

Research published last August suggested the rays  might cause changes in cloud cover which could explain  the temperature conundrum. 

The discrepancy in temperatures has led some scientists to argue that the case for human-induced climate change is weak, because our influence should presumably show a uniform temperature rise from the surface up through the atmosphere. 

Although researchers have proposed that changes in cloud cover could help to explain the discrepancy, none  had been able to account for the varying heat profiles. 

But the study suggested that cosmic rays, tiny charged particles which bombard all planets with varying

frequency depending on solar wind intensity, could be  the missing link. _______________________________________________________________________

Ozone Depletion Network Online Today

October 16, 2002

UNEP Releases Booklet on Regional ODS Networks; Ozone-Depleting

 Substances Officers Network ; United Nations Environment Program ; Brief Article

    The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) recently announced it has

 joined with the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) to

 publish a new booklet detailing a regional network created by the two

 organizations to assist government officers in developing countries on

 implementing the Montreal Protocol on Substances the Deplete the Ozone Layer.

    The Ozone-Depleting Substances Officers Network for South East Asia and the

 Pacific was created in 1992 by Sida and includes Brunei, Darussalam, Cambodia,

 Fiji, Indonesia, Lao P.D.R., Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand

 and Vietnam, as well as Sweden and Australia.  The overall goal of the network

 is to promote early elimination of the use of ozone-depleting substances in

 member countries in order to meet their obligations under the Montreal Protocol.

    UNEP noted that it has created eight regional networks, including three in

 Asia, two in Africa, and three in Central and South America.

    "At UNEP, we believe that regional networking can be used as an effective

 model for the implementation of other multilateral environmental agreements and,

 therefore, deserves greater attention by the international community," said UNEP

 executive director Klaus Topfer. "The continued health of the ozone

 establishment, and its adaptability in the face of new challenges, acts as a

 shining example of what the international community can achieve in global

 environmental protection."

    The organization said the booklet, titled "Building Bridges for a Better

 Environment," was jointly produced by Sida and UNEP's OzonAction program.

    Contact: Rajendra Shende, UNEP, phone 33-1-44371459, e-mail

 rmshende@unep.fr, website http://www.uneptie.org.

    (EIN STAFF: 10/15)

    Copyright (c) 2002 by EIN Publishing, Inc.
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ENS

Mystery Disease Kills Coral on Great Barrier Reef 

18 October 2002

TOWNSVILLE, Queensland, Australia, October 18, 2002 (ENS) - Scientists at  the Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) have confirmed the existence of coral disease on the world's longest reef, the Great Barrier Reef which stretches along Australia's east coast. 

Researchers at the government institute do not have to travel far to see the  giant reef - they just glance out their front door - but they have searched the world for a clue to the cause of the disease they have observed. 

AIMS scientists working in the long term monitoring program say the disease  they have documented is in a broad category known as White Syndrome.Soon they hope to learn exactly what White Syndrome is. 

Cathie Page surveying infected coral on Yonge reef off Lizard Island. (Photo © Australian Institute of Marine Science)

Cathie Page, a deep ocean ecologist on the AIMS long term  monitoring team, says, "It's more common on table corals. It starts at the base and works its way up. The disease breaks the coral  tissue down, eventually killing it."

"It doesn't fit the description of diseases found anywhere else in the world, so it might be specific to the Pacific," she says. 

In the three years Page has been on the monitoring team, she has logged about 450 dives spanning 48 reefs. 

She has seen White Syndrome kill at varying rates. "It could kill a colony of two metres (6.5 feet) in diameter in two weeks but in some other cases, it takes   months to kill a large colony," she said. 

The first record of coral diseases came from reefs off Belize and Florida in 1973. In 1993 coral diseases were noticed on the Great Barrier Reef. When the diseases worsened in the late 1990s, the long term monitoring team started documenting their activity. 

In 1999 only seven reefs were infected with White Syndrome; in 2002 33 reefs were affected out of the 48 studied by the AIMS long term monitoring team. 

The highest number of infected colonies within one reef was 101 in a 1,500 square meter area. That was on Carter Reef, an outer shelf reef in the Cooktown/Lizard Island sector. The syndrome killed those colonies infected and caused a decline in hard coral cover on this reef. 

AIMS scientists together with researchers from James Cook University who are collaborating on the project have recorded the disease in northern waters during the winter months. 

Outer-shelf reefs near Lizard Island off Cooktown in the northern Great Barrier Reef and the Capricorn Bunker reefs in the southern Great Barrier Reef are the worst affected areas. 

White Syndrome has taken hold of this Tabulate Acropora coral. (Photo © Australian Institute of Marine Science)

White Syndrome outbreaks are happening in pristine areas of the Great Barrier Reef, the AIMS teams says, on outer reefs untouched by coastal development and tourism. This                                                means the reef diseases are not linked to pollution, as are other coral diseases around the world. Coral bleaching is also affecting the great reef, and scientists fear White                      Syndrome could be spreading more quickly in corals weakened by bleaching. 

     Coral bleaching is the name given to an event where coral expel their symbiotic algae due to extreme stress, such as unusually hot water, according  to AIMS bleaching expert Dr. Terry Done. The bleached corals die if the stress is extreme or prolonged. 

With rising water temperatures over the tropical summers, coral bleaching events are more widespread and happening more often, leaving little time for coral to recover. 

"Bleached coral is not healthy and potentially more susceptible to diseases,"  said Page. "We don't know what's causing this disease. It's microscopic; it could be a range of things." 

AIMS has sent samples of corals affected by White Syndrome away for testing. When the results come back, they will search for solutions that might save the corals of the Great Barrier Reef. 

_________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA - NEWS UPDATE

October 22, 2002

Treasure Chest of Natural Wonders Threatened

Sunday Times (Johannesburg): A TREE found only in the Richtersveld area in the Northern Cape and in southern Namibia is one of the most endangered species in South Africa. The Aloe pillansii, commonly known as the Bastard Quiver Tree, is one of 32 critically endangered species found in the country that is listed on the new 2002 Red List of Threatened Species. The database, released last week by the International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, lists globally threatened animal and plants. Some of these species are unique, or endemic, to South Africa while others may not be at risk locally but are threatened elsewhere. According to Janice Golding , chairman of the Southern African Plant Specialist Group, there are only about 1 000 Bastard Quiver Trees left, and few new seedlings are being produced. This, along with theft from the wild, is the main reason for their decline. Also on the list is Cineraria longipes, a small sensitive herb with a yellow daisy-like flower that is highly threatened by urban development. Extremely rare, it is found only in the Suikerbosrand and Klipriviersberg areas in Gauteng. Experts estimate there is only about 1 500 individual plants left.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210210778.html
SADC Trio in Bid to Sell Ivory

Business Day (Johannesburg) -States sitting on a huge stock: THREE Southern African Development Community (SADC) member states would launch an aggressive campaign on the Caribbean Island of Antigua and Barbuda aimed at trading in their large stock of ivory, a government official said at the weekend. "Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe will be going to the pre-Cites (Convention on International Trade on Endangered Species) summit in Antigua and Barbuda before the summit to be held in Santiago, Chile, next month," Wildlife and National Parks director Joseph Matcher said. The Caribbean presummit runs from October 24 to 26 and it will be attended by 25 countries from the Caribbean and South American countries. Five southern African states, Botswana, Namibia, SA, Zambia and Zimbabwe, have put proposals before the coming summit to sell 80 tons of their ivory stocks. Under their proposals, they would engage in trade of their consignments 18 month after the agreement had been reached and further calls for an annual quota.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210210032.html
Global Environment Facility Targets Land Degradation And Risky Chemicals

United Nations Development Programme (New York): Efforts to address two environmental problems land degradation and long-lasting chemicals known as persistent organic pollutants will gain greater international support, thanks to a decision by the Second Assembly of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) in Beijing that concluded on Friday. The GEF supports projects in developing countries that benefit the global environment, and the assembly decided to add these two problems to its focal areas, which also include biodiversity, climate change, international waters, and ozone layer protection. GEF projects are implemented by UNDP, the United Nations Environment Programme, and the World Bank. The assembly welcomed new funding of almost US$3 billion between 2002 and 2006, the largest infusion ever, agreed on by donor countries in August.

The Assembly also agreed to assist in implementing the results of the World Summit on Sustainable Development that concluded last month in Johannesburg, South Africa, and to strengthen developing countries' capacity to address global environmental issues.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210210593.html
_________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UNEP and UN in the News

World lags behind Kyoto CO2 emssions targets – IEA

PARIS - The world is not on track in reducing its carbon dioxide emissions and needs to do more to tackle global warming, the head of the of International Energy Agency (IEA) said.The IEA, the West's energy watchdog, said in 2000, global energy-related carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, seen by many scientists as a contributor to global warming, were 13 percent higher than in 1990, showing there was no room for complacency in efforts to prevent climate change. 

The 1997 United Nations Kyoto Protocol on global warming aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, mainly CO2, from the developed world by 5.2 percent of 1990 levels by 2012.

http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/18252/story.htm
Climate on Earth depends on Russia

Moscow, 18 October,  The destiny of the Kyoto protocol now depends on Russia, said Mr. R. Priddle, Executive Director, International Energy Agency, to journalists today while presenting three new IEA's publications on climate change.

http://news.priroda.ru/index.php?rid=8&view=1&id=1598
Kyoto Protocol Is Not Worth a Thing.  A Russian ecologist says that there is no greenhouse effect at all

Moscow, 19 October, The trouble is coming from the Russian Arkhangelsk region. This region is celebrated for its wonderful  results in the implementation of the Kyoto protocol. There has been a briefing held there recently to discuss the climate questions. Young ecologist Alexander Shalarev dared to say the thing, which Moscow scientists  were afraid to

say. He declared that there was actually no greenhouse effect at all. Shalarev added that the  Kyoto protocol was simply a far-fetched idea, a political action that was meant to show the "care" for the  climate of the Earth. He declared that there was actually no greenhouse effect at all. Shalarev added that the  Kyoto protocol was simply a far-fetched idea, a political action that was meant to show the "care" for the  climate of the Earth and.. believes that the Kyoto protocol was signed without a deep scientific analysis of the climate issue. Young ecologist from the Russian Arkhangelsk region, he states that first of all, no global changes of the troposphere  temperature have been registered since the start of the satellite surveillance.

http://english.pravda.ru/main/2002/10/19/38411.html
Naturally Rewarding 
Lucknow 20 October.  It's a double honour for Lucknow. First, it was Sandeep Pandey who won the coveted Magsaysay award and more recently it was Dr Palpu Pushpangadan, a scientist, who won the Equator Initiative Award 2002 from the United Nations. . Dr Pushpangadan’s project was selected as one of the 27 "most distinguished projects" from the equator countries. His project relates to his work with Kani community of Kerala. Dr Pushpangadan has also made a presentation on the subject at the UNEP Centre at Geneva.
http://hoovnews.hoovers.com/fp.asp?layout=displaynews&doc_id=NR20021020670.2_00340014a20f00a9
Protocol for Preservation of Zagros Ecosystems Signed (TEHRAN TIMES SOCIAL DESK) 
TEHRAN – 19 October. A cooperation agreement to study ways for the preservation of mountainous Zagros ecosystems was signed between Iran's Environmental Protection Organization (EPO) and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). 

An official of the EPO, Najafi said that Zagros ecosystems are one of the most important wildlife ecosystems in the world and extensive measures must be taken to preserve them.

http://www.tehrantimes.com/Description.asp?Da=10/19/02&Cat=5&Num=1
Tech transfer needed to face climate change (BSS, Dhaka)
Environment and Forest Minister Shajahan Siraj yesterday emphasised the need for transfer of technology and finance to undertake mitigation programmes in the countries like Bangladesh, which are vulnerable to climate change. "We must work on adaptation policy for which transfer of technology and finances are required," he said while addressing a consultative meeting on 8th Conference of Parties (COP) of the United Nation Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), organised by IUCN Bangladesh Country Office, at IDB Bhaban in the city. Secretary of Ministry of Environment and Forest Sabihuddin Ahmed joined the closing session of the meeting. S M Lutfullah, Joint Secretary of Ministry of Environment and Forest, presided over the technical session.

http://www.dailystarnews.com/200210/20/n2102003.htm#BODY1
General environment news

Cosmic rays 'linked to clouds'

19 October. German scientists have found a significant piece of evidence linking cosmic rays to climate change. They have detected charged particle clusters in the lower atmosphere that were probably caused by the space radiation. They say the clusters can lead to the condensed nuclei which form into dense clouds. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/2333133.stm
______________________________________________

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –  21 October 2002

www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT-BRITAIN:
Action Plans to Follow WSSD 

LONDON, Oct 21 (IPS) - Britain will launch a series of action plans this week to implement agreements made at the World Summit on Sustainable Development last month in Johannesburg. 

The plans are expected to be agreed at a two-day conference, Environment UK 2002, organised by the Environment Agency at Stoneleigh Park in Warwickshire in the Midlands region Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The Environment Agency is an independent body set up by the British government in 1996 for protection of the environment and to promote sustainable development. 

”We want to build up alliances that will deliver,” Sir John Harman, chairman of the Environmental Agency told media representatives Monday. More than 400 delegates will work out partnerships and plans for action in four areas: waste, agriculture, climate change and health. 

”Actions will arise from the meetings,” Sir John said. ”Certainly, we will end up with more clarity on where our priorities lie.” The meeting will work out ”where the world has got to post Johannesburg and how we can interpret that for the UK,” he said..

www.tierramerica.net
Green Companies Honored 
Businesses that care about nature and that apply creative production techniques were awarded the Environmental Innovation Prize, the first time this honor has been bestowed in Central America.
SAN JOSE - Seven small, medium and large companies in Central America that take care of nature and apply creative sustainable development techniques were honored recently in the Costa Rican capital by the Central American Commission on Environment and Development (CCAD). 

A Nicaraguan firm that produces liquor, a Panamanian company specializing in dairy products, a coffee processing plant in Costa Rica and a Honduran tourist resort were among the award recipients. A special mention was also granted to a small hotel in the mountains that operates using criteria that are biodiversity friendly. 

______________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

21 October 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

A Lebanese-Israeli water conflict threatens to boil over, Christian Science Monitor, 21/10:  A Lebanese plan to draw water from the Wazzani Springs has provoked Israel to threaten to destroy a pumping station, which was officially activated last week. And as the United States gears up for a possible war against Iraq, the water crisis between Lebanon and Israel has raised the possibility of a final showdown in the coming months between the Israeli army and the Lebanese Hizbullah organization.  Given its scarcity in the Middle East, water has a powerful strategic value.  Diplomats in Beirut and UN officials believe that the Israeli threats do not signal a serious intention to destroy the waterworks.  (See http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1021/p08s01-wome.html)

Global Carbon Credit Market Seen Tripling This Year, Reuters, 18/10:  Worldwide trading of credits in carbon dioxide emissions linked to global warming is poised to more than triple this year to an estimated 67 million tons as companies prepare for the Kyoto treaty to limit carbon pollution, according to the World Bank.  However, relatively few carbon traders in the new market are yet willing to do business with Third World nations, the bank said in a new study.  Emissions trading has been ramping up in Britain, Denmark, Japan and the European Union as companies that curb emissions of heat-trapping carbon try to cash in. The US, which emits about one-third of the developed world's man-made greenhouse gases, has so far rejected a national emissions trading scheme for carbon dioxide.  (See http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story2&u=/nm/20021019/sc_nm/environment_carbon_dc)

Challenging the Growth Gurus, NY Times, 19/10:  As the chief economist of the World Bank in the late 1990's, Joseph E. Stiglitz got a firsthand look at how policy was made at its sister institution, the International Monetary Fund, and he was dismayed. Decisions, he said, were made on the basis of ideology rather than sound economic reasoning.  Frank discussion was discouraged, and developing countries were expected to accept fund prescriptions without question. And those prescriptions too often failed, leaving many nations sunk in poverty.  The experience convinced Mr. Stiglitz of the need to reassess the ingredients of growth. In the search for answers, he has set up an institute at NY’s Columbia University to bring together economists, political scientists and policy analysts from around the world to re-examine the prevailing wisdom about development and to come up with alternative strategies.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/19/arts/19STIG.html?ex=1036123126&ei=1&en=6fdeb46beb77c632)

US NEWS

Effort to Ease Air Rules Decried, Washington Post, 19/10:  A former top US-EPA official has criticized the Bush administration's plans to ease enforcement of industrial air pollution regulations, saying that they have brought efforts to crack down on polluters to a standstill.  Sylvia K. Lowrance, former acting head of the office of enforcement and compliance, said companies had little incentive to settle cases with the EPA if they think new rules proposed by the White House will let them off the hook.  (See to http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A49031-2002Oct18.html
US electricity sector makes twice as much greenhouse gas as Europe, AFP, 21/10:  The US electricity sector emits nearly twice as much carbon dioxide as European energy makers, consulting group PricewaterhouseCoopers said in a study Monday.  US plants pump out an average of 720 kilogrammes (1,600 pounds) of carbon dioxide per megawatt/hour of electricity production, compared to 353 kilogrammes for European companies, said the study published in the French industry newsletter Enerpresse.  The US only produces 50 percent more electricity than Europe.

US Sport Fishermen Up in Arms About Europe's Big Fish Rapacity, Washington Post, 19/10:  A petition has been filed by the US Recreational Fishing Alliance, demanding that the Government take retaliatory action against the EU for overfishing stocks of migratory bluefin tuna, white marlin and blue marlin, the East Coast's premier offshore sport-fishing species.  The petition claims that the US takes 2% of white marlin while the EU takes 98%.  It says the species has been in decline for years, largely because longliners from the European nations catch and kill white marlin for market.  Marlin is a sport species in the US, off limits to commercial exploitation. EU nations, by contrast, reported taking 193 metric tons of white marlin in 2000, more than double their quota under terms of a multinational pact designed to protect migratory Atlantic fish. (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A52536-2002Oct19.html)

Socially Conscious Investors Seek Changes, Reuters/Washington Post, 20/10:  Socially responsible investors are campaigning to persuade U.S. corporations to disclose more than just how much money they are making.  To be a good corporate citizen, companies should pay more attention to their employees, their communities and the environment, according to groups at the annual Social Responsible Investors in the Rockies Conference.  Groups have asked the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission to require companies to estimate and disclose environmental liabilities. Some groups also want companies to say how they would be affected by climate change that could be brought about by global warming.  One disclosure mechanism is the Global Reporting Initiative, in which some 140 companies, including 25 from the US, are involved.  The GRI was launched in 1997 as a joint initiative of the US NGO Coalition for Environmentally Responsible Economies and UNEP.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A56095-2002Oct20.html)

Study Records Elevated Mercury, AP/Washington Post, 20/10:  A study of Californians who loaded their lunch and dinner menus with fish shows 89 percent wound up with elevated mercury levels in their bodies.  The research, presented Saturday by San Francisco internist Dr. Jane Hightower at a symposium of environmental health experts in Vermont, is one of the first studies to document mercury levels in Americans who eat more fish than the Environmental Protection Agency recommends.  The peer-reviewed study is slated for publication Nov. 1 in the journal Environmental Health Perspectives.  (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A53762-2002Oct19.html)

HSBC's New Loan: 2,000 Environmentalists, NY Times, 20/10:  HSBC Holdings, one of the world's largest banks, is sending some 2,000 employees on far-flung environmental expeditions as part of an uncommon experiment. HSBC, which is based in London, announced early this year that it was donating nearly $50 million to the Earthwatch Institute, WWF and Botanic Gardens Conservation International for conservation projects worldwide over the next five years.  But this corporate philanthropy is particularly unusual because as part of the donation HSBC employees are spending two weeks at a time traversing jungles and glaciers and battling the elements, all in the name of environmental science. It is estimated that this in-king contribution from HSBC employees will total in five years what might typically take the usual number of field workers on these projects 100 years to accomplish.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/20/business/yourmoney/20HSBC.html?ex=1036147944&ei=1&en=0b3178a6281e9b27)

CANADIAN NEWS

In the continuing debate on the Kyoto Protocol:

Kyoto on an unsustainable timetable, National Post, 21/10:  A leading advocate for energy efficiency and conservation says Ottawa's timetable for cutting carbon dioxide emissions may be unrealistic.  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={DFB64698-846F-41CA-A10C-834A02614DF6})

Alberta environment minister wants tougher Kyoto rules for Quebec, Canadian Press/Edmonton Journal, 20/10:  Alberta agrees that Quebec should have its own deal with Ottawa to reduce greenhouse gas emissions - but thinks the rules should be tougher for Quebec because the province relies on hydroelectricity while Alberta generates its power from coal and natural gas.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={A6EA3817-9D91-46A0-8ABD-BCE038788293}

Strong federal action needed on Kyoto, Toronto Star Editorial, 20/10:  Canadians are counting on the federal government to weigh the options and come up with a sensible plan to implement the Protocol domestically. But Ottawa has done almost nothing to develop a coherent plan in the five years since the Kyoto agreement was hammered out.  Now it says it has a plan, but no one who has seen it seems impressed.  The federal government ought to know that Canadians will not be fooled by feeble gestures that do not reflect a sincere commitment to major reductions in Canada's greenhouse gas emissions.

Incoherent on Kyoto, Toronto Globe and Mail editorial, 19/10:  The Kyoto Protocol is being compared by Albertans to the national energy program, in the sense that they fear an Ottawa-led attack on the energy industry. Kyoto is being compared by the federal government to the free-trade agreement, in the sense that it amounts to a "leap of faith" that will ultimately pay dividends for the country.  But the Kyoto is turning rapidly into Canada's biggest national unity issue. And the Liberal government has no one to blame but itself.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

_____________________________________________
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

UNEP Advises Financial Sector on Threats and Opportunities Related to Climate Change, SocialFunds.com online news, 17/10:  Article summarizes recent UNEP Finance Initiative report, outlining the financial sector's risks and opportunities regarding climate change.  Executive Director is quoted as is Innovest Managing Director Martin Whittaker, who worked on the study.  Highlights some actions already being taken by SRI asset managers to employ the report's "preferred course of action," namely, active engagement with companies on the subject.  (See http://www.socialfunds.com/news/article.cgi/article949.html)

Disaster Area, TechCentral News Online, 17/10:  Article is extensive criticism of analysis and data used in the UNEP Finance Initiatives Climate Change Working Group report, arguing, for example, that damage data from volcanoes and earthquakes, which are not climate related, are used; that demographic and economic changes are not factored in.  Article concludes that there is no evidence that a greenhouse-gas enhanced atmosphere has produced either more intense or a greater number of severe hurricanes for the U.S or evidence of greater economic losses, in terms of normalized losses that fairly account for socio-economic changes.   (See http://www.techcentralstation.com/1051/envirowrapper.jsp?PID=1051-450&CID=2051-101802A)

Vanishing Monkeys, and Money, Los Angeles Times, 18/10:  The titi monkey’s survival is a test for cash-strapped Costa Rica, which has staked its tourist-driven economy on protecting the environment.  Only 3,500 to 4,500 are left in the wild, and experts say they may become extinct in the next several decades. Their habitat is dwindling, chopped into smaller and smaller chunks by hotels, homes and businesses.  Their survival has become a test for Costa Rica, which has staked its international reputation -- and its tourism-dependent economy – on protecting the environment.  Government pledges to buy land to turn into national parks remain unfulfilled. Mega-hotels are pushing to build golf courses and beach resorts next to unspoiled rain forest. Water and air pollution remain a serious problem in parts of the country.  That is not to say there is a lack of political will. More than any other recent administration, Costa Rica's new government has put the environment at the center of its agenda, going to battle with transnational oil and mining companies.  The problem is a lack of resources.  (See http://www.latimes.com/news/science/la-fg-monkey18oct18004444,0,4478254.story?coll=la%2Dnews%2Dscience)

Costa Rican Supreme court says Canadian company can continue gold mining despite moratorium, Associated Press, 18/10:  A Costa Rican constitutional court has ruled that a Canadian company can go ahead with gold mining in the north despite widespread protests and a recently passed nationwide moratorium.  The court ruled that the indefinite moratorium on mining that President Abel Pacheco decreed in May does not apply to the mining project of Industrias Infinito, a subsidiary of the Canadian-based Vannessa Ventures.  The administration of former President Miguel Angel Rodriguez had supported the mining project, but Pacheco, who was elected in April, quickly declared his staunch opposition to mining and oil exploration projects that he said might harm Costa Rica's diverse ecology. The moratorium on mining was one of his first acts in office.  (See http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10182002/ap_48748.asp 

US NEWS

Majority of companies, waste treatment plants exceeding US-EPA pollution permits, study finds, San Francisco Chronicle, Associated Press, 17/10:  Today is the 30th anniversary of the Clean Water Act -- and although the US has made some strides in improving water quality, it has still got a long way to go.  81 percent of major wastewater treatment plants and chemical and industrial facilities in the US contaminated waterways beyond what their permits allowed between 1999 and 2001, according to a report released yesterday by the US Public Interest Research Group.  Releases of the most hazardous toxic chemicals -- those suspected to cause cancer and other serious health problems -- were eight times greater than permitted by the Clean Water Act, the report stated.  The report's author, Alison Cassady, said, "Polluters are breaking the law, not only frequently but flagrantly."  But a US EPA spokesperson said the report exaggerated pollution problems.  (See http://enn.com/news/wire-stories/2002/10/10182002/ap_48747.asp)

Healed once, Lake Erie in relapse, Chicago Tribune, 18/10:  Biological forces may be to blame for `dead zones' in Lake Erie that are responsible for killing fish and birds.  Lake Erie, once so polluted and putrid that it was irreverently called "the place where fish go to die," is now often cited as a worldwide model for ecosystem recovery.  But on the 30th anniversary of the US Clean Water Act Friday, legislation inspired in part by Lake Erie's near-death in the 1960s, scientists say parts of the Great Lake are dying once again.  Mysterious dead zones, or areas without oxygen, have returned to about half of the lake's central basin. Yellow perch and prized walleye populations declined in the 1990s. Meanwhile, avian botulism, also present in the 1960s, has killed thousands of water birds, including common loons and ring-billed gulls.  Decades ago, the problem was chemical pollution, primarily phosphorous from sewage, detergent and fertilizer. Today, despite controls, the phosphorous is back and scientists suspect the culprit is biological pollution, due in part to changes wrought by invasive species such as the zebra mussel and the round gobie.  (See http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/printedition/chi-0210180254oct18,0,2521342.story?coll=chi%2Dprintnews%2Dhed)

CANADIAN NEWS

Firms breaking promises on emissions, study says, Toronto Globe and Mail, 18/10:  Most of Canada's largest corporate greenhouse-gas emitters have failed to honour voluntary pledges to limit pollution responsible for global warming, says a new study by the Pembina Institute and the David Suzuki Foundation.  The study by the two environmental organizations was based on annual emission figures reported by the companies to the Voluntary Challenge and Registry Inc., a federal government-industry partnership established in 1997.  Companies joining the organization, known as VCR Inc., are supposed to help limit Canada's discharges of greenhouse-gas pollutants, but are not legally required to cut their emissions.  Although VCR Inc. is not well known outside the business community, it is the main organization in Canada promoting greenhouse-gas reductions by the corporate sector.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

Canada and the Kyoto Protocol:

Minister Anderson cancels crucial Kyoto meeting, Ottawa Citizen, 18/10:  The federal government's disarray over the embattled Kyoto protocol came to a head yesterday as Environment Minister David Anderson cancelled a crucial federal-provincial meeting on just two working days' notice.  The minister's sudden announcement surprised even officials in the Prime Minister's Office.  Mr. Anderson said the meeting -- before or during which the federal plan to implement Kyoto was to have been released -- would be put off to allow more time for consultations with industry.  (See http://www.canada.com/national/story.asp?id={DFCB682E-14D1-4655-8245-1F4AE83FC9E5})  and Kyoto plans in turmoil as Ottawa delays meeting, Alberta releases its own plan, Montreal Gazette, 18/10:  See http://www.canada.com/montreal/story.asp?id={72711096-15FF-4A2D-96AD-C61CB9A8D5C9}

Provinces balk at Ottawa's Kyoto plan, Toronto Globe and Mail, 18/10:[image: image1]  The federal government's plan for reducing greenhouse-gas emissions under the Kyoto Protocol is being attacked on two fronts, with Quebec and Alberta each demanding that they bear a smaller burden of the costs for tackling global warming.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)  And also Alberta offers its version of Kyoto, CBS News, 18/10:  The Alberta government is banking on the development of new technology to help it cut harmful greenhouse gases.  (See http://cbc.ca/stories/2002/10/17/kyoto_alberta021017)

Kyoto draft too soft on industry: Experts, Toronto Star, 18/10:  The Canadian federal government's Kyoto plan lets oil companies and other major industrial emitters of greenhouse gases off lightly, sources say.  The impact on the petroleum industry is so modest that meeting Kyoto targets would increase the price of a barrel of Canadian oil by only three cents by 2010, according to the federal government's calculations. A three-cent increase is smaller than daily shifts in the price of oil on international markets.  As well, utilities that depend on dirty coal-fired power plants would also escape almost unscathed under the draft plan. Meeting Kyoto commitments would boost the price of electricity from coal by only 0.14 cents per kilowatt-hour, Ottawa estimated.  (See http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026146536522&call_page=TS_Canada&call_pageid=968332188774&call_pagepath=News/Canada)

____________________________________________________________________


DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman  for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon, I’ll start off with a briefing on the Secretary-General’s travels.

           **Secretary-General’s Travels

           He arrived today in Tajikistan, where he spoke briefly to reporters upon arriving at Dushanbe airport.  Asked about the Iraq situation, he said the Security Council was discussing the situation, and added, “I expect that, probably     sometime this week or not long after, there will be a resolution approved unanimously by the Council.”  He said the resolution would demand Iraqi compliance with United Nations resolutions, and he also voiced his hope that Iraq would listen to the Council’s demand.

           In the mid-afternoon, the Secretary-General met with President Emomali Rakhmanov and his Foreign Minister, Talbak Nazarov.  Afterwards, he told the press that he and the President had discussed the fight against terrorism, as  well as economic development, poverty alleviation, the need for strengthened institutions and good governance.  Their talks also touched upon Afghanistan, regional cooperation on water and energy management and cross-border  movement.

           After travelling to the United Nations office in Tajikistan, where he encouraged the staff to “work as a team”,   the Secretary-General spoke to the Tajik Parliament, telling them that it was his strong belief that Tajikistan could serve as an example to Afghanistan, and urging them to work to establish the rule of law.  He said, “Popular trust in the judiciary and the fairness of the authorities is the best safeguard against extremism and renewed violence.”

           In the afternoon, the President hosted a dinner in honour of the Secretary-General and his wife, Nane.

           Yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General travelled to Bishkek to begin an official visit to Kyrgyzstan, where  President Askar Akayev met him at the airport.  Later, the Secretary-General met for more than an hour with the President, including one-on-one sessions before and after meeting with their delegations.

           At a press encounter after that meeting, the Secretary-General said that their discussions included economic  and social development, the fight against terrorism, drug trafficking, good governance and the United Nations-Kyrgyz relationship which, he said, was “excellent”.

           Before the press conference, the President awarded the Secretary-General the Order of Manas, the highest honour the Government can give to exceptional individuals.  (See also Press Release SG/SM/8448.)

           The Secretary-General then met with leading members of the Parliament, including the Speakers of the Upper  and Lower Houses.

           Before leaving Bishkek, the Secretary-General this morning inaugurated the new United Nations House that

     will provide a common workspace for all United Nations agencies working in Kyrgyzstan.  (See also Press Release  SG/SM/8449.)

           Mrs. Annan had her own programme in Tajikistan today, visiting a training and support centre for Afghan refugees in Dushanbe, which is supported by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.  She   also visited orphanages, supported by the United Nations Children´s Fund, in both the Kyrgyz Republic this morning and Tajikistan later in the day.

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo Panel

           Welcome as they may be, the recent withdrawal of troops from the eastern parts of the Democratic Republic of the Congo is not likely to diminish the determination of Zimbabwe, Rwanda and Uganda to exercise economic control over sizeable parts of that country, according to the latest report of the United Nations panel of experts on the illegal exploitation of natural resources and other forms of wealth of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

           The report, which is on the racks today, says new strategies have been adopted by the key players to  maintain a steady stream of revenue once their troops have departed.  These strategies implemented by what the panel calls “elite networks” involve organized systems of embezzlement, tax fraud, extortion, kickbacks and diversion  of state funds.

           The ongoing plundering of the Democratic Republic of the Congo´s mineral assets is a current and future drain on the country's ability to finance post-war reconstruction and, more importantly, it perpetuates the cycle of suffering for millions of Congolese people.

           In the report, the panel has compiled an extensive list of businesses and individuals whose involvement in these elite networks is well documented.  Members of the panel recommend that certain restrictions, such as travel  bans and freezing of assets, be placed on a selected number of people and businesses.

           The panel also recommends that the Security Council set up a monitoring mechanism to track the activities of any State, company or individual involved in these activities.

           The full report is out on the racks and the Council is expected to take that report up on Thursday, I believe.

           **Israel Terror Attack

           We have a statement from Terje Roed-Larsen, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, in which he ²strongly condemns today’s terror attack in central Israel, which reportedly killed at least seven people, and wounded dozens more”.

           The statement continues, “He extends his deep-felt sympathy to the families of the victims, and reiterates the  unequivocal United Nations position that such terrorist attacks are morally reprehensible and absolutely counter-productive to peacemaking efforts.”

           Mr. Roed-Larsen called on Palestinian groups to immediately halt all such acts of terror and adhere to United

     Nations Security Council resolution 1435, which calls on both parties to stop all forms of violence.

           That statement is available upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The General Assembly and Security Council today voted, in secret ballots, to fill five vacancies that open up  next February on the International Court of Justice.  They had 10 candidates to choose from.

           Both the General Assembly and the Security Council agreed on the same five candidates on the first ballot,  and those are:

           Hisashi Owada of Japan; Shi Jiuyong, who is an incumbent, of China; Peter Tomka of Slovakia; Abdul G.  Koroma, also an incumbent, of Sierra Leone; and Bruno Simma of Germany

           There were 10 candidates to choose from.  Candidates had to obtain an absolute majority of votes in both the  General Assembly and the Security Council.

           In the afternoon at 3 p.m., the Security Council has scheduled a closed meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Conflict Prevention and Resolution in Africa.

           **Security Council-Friday

           Late Friday afternoon, as you may recall, the Security Council decided to extend the mandate of the Angolan monitoring mechanism for a period of two months, until 19 December 2002.

           The Council also decided to lift the travel ban against members of the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) as of 14 November 2002, with a view towards the possible lifting of more such sanctions by 19 November, taking into account the implementation of the peace accords.

           The Council President, Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon, also read out two presidential statements.

           In one, on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Council called on all parties to the conflict to cease hostilities immediately and without preconditions.  It called on all governments in the region to exert their influence for  that purpose and to refrain from any action that would further exacerbate the situation or undermine the peace   process.  (See Press Release SC/7539 of 18 October.)

           On the Central African Republic, the Council expressed its full support for the decision to deploy an International Observation Force in that country.  (See Press Release SC/7538 of 18 October.)

           **Afghanistan

           The Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette is in Afghanistan for a

     three-day visit.  She said upon arrival that her purpose was to review what the United Nations was doing in cooperation with the authorities in Afghanistan. 

     “We have very much the future peace and prosperity of Afghanistan to heart,” she said, “and I want to make sure that all United Nations people are doing their very best to help and support the people of Afghanistan”.

           Ms. Fréchette was briefed by the United Nations team and the Commander of the International Security Force, Hakim Zorlu, of the latest situation in that country.  She had a meeting with President Hamid Karzai during which they discussed the reconstructive needs of Afghanistan and the security in the country and the Iraqi situation.  She also met with Afghan Minister of Women’s Affairs, Habibeh Sarabi, to discuss the advances made in women’s health and  education.

           Apart from those meetings, the Deputy Secretary-General visited demining projects and children’s projects.

           **Secretary-General’s Report

           Out on the racks today is the Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council on women, peace and  security.

           The report underscores that women do not enjoy equal status with men in any society and they are disproportionately targeted in contemporary armed conflicts and constitute a majority of all victims.

           The report also points out that women and girls are not only victims in armed conflicts, they are also active agents.

           We are expecting a press release on the report soon and the Security Council is scheduled to discuss the

     report on Friday.

           **NEPAD

           K.Y. Amoako, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, told the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development which began in Johannesburg on Saturday that the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) embodied a vision of a continent on the move at a time of  unprecedented international interest in proposals to help the world's least developed region.

           A ministerial statement detailing recommendations from the three-day meeting was released today.  It is  intended to serve as a blueprint for action that African leaders will adopt at the next NEPAD Implementation  Committee meeting scheduled to take place in Abuja, Nigeria, on 3 November.

           **Human Rights in Africa

           The High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, marked the holding today of African Human Rights Day, saying that much had been achieved since the adoption of the African Charter on human rights two decades ago, but much more remained to be done.  We have copies of his statement upstairs.

           **Kosovo

           In Kosovo today, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative, Michael Steiner, said he was inviting the  leaders of all of Kosovo’s major political parties and coalitions to a meeting in Gnjilane on 1 November, at which he will

     present his concept of decentralization.

           He outlined that concept, saying that, under it, municipal units would be established for sizeable non-majority communities, with their own councils, administrative organs and budgets.  Those units could manage education, health care, urban and rural planning and issues of local importance.

           **Military Adviser

           As you may recall last Friday, we announced that the Secretary-General has appointed Maj. Gen. Patrick Cammaert, who is currently serving as the Force Commander of the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea  (UNMEE), as the Military Adviser in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations.  General Cammaert, who is a Dutch   National, ends his service in UNMEE at the end of October, and he is replacing Gen. Timothy Ford of Australia.  (See Press Release SG/A/1729-PKO/98 of 18 October.)

           We have a bio for General Cammaert available upstairs.

           **World Food Programme

           TheUnited Nations World Food Programme Executive Director, James T. Morris, announced today the appointment of Ms. Sheila Sisulu as one of the agency’s two top Executive Directors.

           **Signings

           This morning, Australia became the 111th country to sign the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict.

           **Memoranda with Argentina, Brazil and Panama

           This afternoon at 4 p.m., Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast will sign Memorandums of Understanding on electoral assistance between the United Nations and the Governments of  Argentina, Brazil and Panama.

           The Memorandums with Argentina and Brazil will focus on the exchange of experiences and technology associated with the electoral process.  The Brazilian experience, in particular, is significant because Brazil is the first country to adopt electronic voting in elections, and involving more than 115 million voters in both urban and rural  settings.

           The Memorandum with Panama will focus on the establishment of electoral information systems, and the  system will provide for the exchange of information on the electoral process in all Member States.

           **Press Conferences

           At 10:30 a.m. tomorrow, Dileep Nair, Under-Secretary-General for Internal Oversight Services (OIOS), and Kenzo Oshima, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, will be in this room to release the OIOS report of Investigation into the Sexual Exploitation of Refugees by Aid Workers in West

     Africa.  We hope to have embargoed copies of the report to distribute to you around 9 a.m. tomorrow morning.

           At 11:15, Ambassador Djessan Philippe Djangone-Bi of Côte d’Ivoire will be here to update you on the situation in his country.

           The UNCA membership increased last Thursday night by one person. Greg Barrow and his wife are now the  proud parents of a baby daughter named Malika, which, if you speak Swahili, will know that it means “Angel”.

           On that note, that’s it.  Any questions?

           Question:  I’ve been told that a Turkish leader had another operation.  How will this affect the talks scheduled  for November?  Why have the two committees been set up in New York?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have any guidance for you on that issue, but I will try to get something for you after the briefing.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.  This morning President Kavan chaired the General Assembly plenary, which elected five members of the International Court of Justice for a nine-year term of office, commencing 6 February 2003.  In accordance with established procedure, the General Assembly and the Security Council voted independently of one  another to elect the members of the Court.

           The General Assembly elected Shi Jiuyong of China, Abdul G. Koroma of Sierra Leone, Hisashi Owada of Japan, Bruno Simma of Germany, and Peter Tomka of Slovakia for those nine-year terms on the Court.

           The First Committee continues consideration of draft resolutions on disarmament and related international  security items.

           The Special Political and Decolonization Committee continues its general debate on a comprehensive review of the whole question of peacekeeping operations in all their aspects.

           The Second Committee discusses environment and sustainable development and hears a statement by the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing

     States, Anwarul Chowdhury.

           The Third Committee continues general discussion of programme of activities of the International Decade of  the World’s Indigenous People.

           The Fifth Committee discusses the pattern of conferences and hears a statement by Joseph Connor, Under-Secretary-General for the Department of Managemen, on the financial situation of the United Nations.

           Last Friday in the Special Political and Decolonization Committee, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno told the Fourth Committee that the past year had been a very good year for United Nations Peacekeeping Operations, as the Committee began its consideration of the comprehensive review of the whole question of peacekeeping.

           Mr. Guéhenno said last year had also witnessed the first new operation since the issuance of the Brahimi  report on peacekeeping operations.  As a result of the full institution of the integrated mission task force concept, the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, UNAMA, had been conceived differently than previous missions.

           The Mission had been innovative in several respects, including the bringing together of relief, rehabilitation and  reconstruction activities under a single pillar.  Another innovation was the assignment of lead-nations for such tasks as  army and police restructuring, judicial reform and drug control.  Mr. Guéhenno told the Committee that while the focus  of the past two years had been on the reform and strengthening of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO), the discussion should now move to peacekeeping operations themselves.

           This morning there was a minor disturbance in the General Assembly.  Thirteen young people from a tour   group were seated in the fourth-floor gallery of the General Assembly.  They became loud and disorderly, they were  escorted out of the Hall by United Nations security officers, and will be turned over to New York City police.

           Question:  Were they protesting Iraq?  Can you give any more detail than “loud and disorderly”?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have any more details.  I heard them shouting, I didn’t hear what they were shouting  about.  I don’t have any further details.

           Question:  Did you give a name to the group?

           Spokesman:  I don’t have a particular name.  As far as I understand it, they were young students who were  attached to a tour group.

           Question:  Where did you say they were handed over?

           Spokesman:  To the New York City police.

           Question:  Because they were making noise?

           Spokesman:  For disorderly conduct, so I understand.

           Question:  And there was a similar disruption recently on the subject of Iraq, several people managed to get into the General Assembly?

           Spokesman:  I’m not familiar with that, no.

           Thank you.

                                              * *** *

____________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly:

           Briefing by the Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.  I’ve just learned that we have a group of journalists from India and another group from

     Albania.  Welcome to the United Nations.

           **Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

           The following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary General:

           "The Secretary-General is extremely concerned by the reported existence in the Democratic People’s

     Republic of Korea (DPRK) of a programme to enrich uranium for nuclear weapons, as announced by the United States

     State Department, following the recent DPRK-United States discussions in Pyongyang.  If confirmed, the alleged

     programme would not be in conformity with the DPRK’s international obligations, including under the Treaty on the

     Non-Proliferation Treaty of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).  It would also be contrary to international efforts to reduce and

     eliminate weapons of mass destruction.

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the consultations that have already begun among interested countries. 

     Issues related to weapons of mass destruction must be accorded highest priority."

           **International Atomic Energy Agency

           Following the request of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) yesterday to the DPRK for information

     about the reports of an undeclared uranium enrichment facility, IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei today wrote

     a message to the DPRK confirming the Agency's readiness to dispatch a senior team to that country, or to receive a

     DPRK team in Vienna, to discuss this matter and the general question of the implementation of IAEA safeguards in

     the DPRK.

           The Director-General expressed the hope that the DPRK will, without delay, come back into full compliance

     with its nuclear non-proliferation obligations.

           **Sudan

           This is another statement attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General.

           "The Secretary-General welcomes the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding to cease hostilities by

     the Government of the Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement on 15 October 2002 in Machakos, Kenya,

     and the resumption of peace talks under the auspices of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD).

           “The Secretary-General commends the parties for committing themselves to allow unimpeded humanitarian

     access to all areas and for people in need, in accordance with the Operation Lifeline Sudan Agreement, and calls upon

     them urgently to agree on modalities for such unimpeded access.  The Resident/ Humanitarian Coordinator and

     Country Team are at an advanced stage of preparing a humanitarian action plan that will expand operations to all areas

     of the Sudan that have been affected by the conflict.  The success of the plan will depend on immediate and

     unimpeded access to all civilians in need.

           “The Secretary-General is concerned about reports that hostilities may be continuing in some parts of the

     country and that such activities could once again jeopardize the important talks under way at Machakos.  The

     progress that has been made so far has raised the hope of the people of the Sudan and of the international community

     that a milestone may have been reached in the IGAD-led effort to restore peace to the country.

           “The Secretary-General appeals to the Sudanese parties to pursue the negotiations in earnest and to ensure

     that agreement on a comprehensive settlement of the devastating conflict in the country is reached without further

     delay.  He reiterates the support of the United Nations to the peace process and its readiness to contribute to efforts

     to implement a peace agreement."

           **Middle East

           In a statement released late yesterday afternoon, the Secretary-General deplored the attacks in Gaza

     yesterday by the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) in which at least six Palestinians were killed.

           He was especially disturbed that the IDF fired tank rounds and heavy machine gun fire at two schools, one of

     which belonged to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).

           In the statement, the Secretary-General once again called on the Government of Israel to halt such military

     actions in heavily populated areas and live up to its obligations under international humanitarian law to take special

     care to protect civilians, as well as to ensure the security of United Nations installations.

           He also reiterated his appeal to both sides to stop all acts of violence and provocation, as called for by the

     Security Council.

           The statement is available upstairs.

           Today, UNRWA sent an assessment team to Rafah to look at the damage caused by the fighting.  Initial

     reports suggest that 20 refugee shelters, which are home to 39 families, were damaged to such an extent that they are

     now uninhabitable.

           **Iraq

           The following is another statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

           “Tomorrow, Saturday, 19 October, Iraq will commence returning to Kuwait the Kuwaiti archives which were

     taken by Iraq following its occupation of Kuwait in 1990.  The modalities for the transfer were arranged with Iraq and

     Kuwait by the United Nations in August 2002.

           “The return will take place at Camp Abdaly, the headquarters of the northern sector of the United Nations

     Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM), which is located in the Kuwaiti sector of the demilitarized zone between

     Iraq and Kuwait.”

           **Deputy Secretary-General

           This morning in Beirut, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, delivered a speech at a summit

     meeting of the Francophonie Organization.

           The theme of the summit is dialogue of cultures.  That dialogue, the Deputy Secretary-General said, must be

     based on the respect and dignity of cultures and all civilizations.  “Culture diversity”, she went on to say, “is a source

     of vitality and a wealth we have a duty to preserve.”

           Turning to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Ms. Fréchette said it was clear that it would never be resolved by

     military force or violence, in whatever shape.  It would have to be a political solution negotiated on equal footing.

           But how many hundreds of thousands of people must die and how much hardship must people endure, before

     leaders on both sides had the foresight and courage to accept the inevitable? she asked.

           The full text of her speech is available upstairs, in French, of course.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council began this morning with consultations on presidential statements relating to the

     Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Central African Republic.

           The Under Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast, then gave a monthly review on the

     situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian question.

           The last item on the agenda is Angola during which members are expected to discuss the extension of the

     monitoring mechanism on sanctions against the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA).

           Once its consultations adjourn, the Council expects to hold formal meetings on the Democratic Republic of

     the Congo, Angola and the Central African Republic.

           **Secretary-General Travels

           The Secretary-General is in Uzbekistan, having arrived at midday at Tashkent, where he spoke briefly at the

     airport with Foreign Minister Abdulaziz Komilov before meeting with the United Nations country team.

           The Secretary-General visited the Uzbek Parliament, where he met privately with committee chairs and other

     parliamentary leaders, to discuss democratic and economic reforms, environmental issues and the protection of

     women, and ways that the United Nations could assist in those areas.

           After the talks in the Parliament, the Secretary-General met with Uzbek President Islam Karimov and with

     Foreign Minister Komilov.  At a press encounter afterwards, the Secretary-General said he and the President had

     discussed the international fight against terrorism, water management, regional environmental issues, good

     governance, and cooperation between the Government and the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

           He said of United Nations-Uzbek relations, “They’re good, and we would want to strengthen them further.”

           In the evening, the President hosted a dinner in honour of the Secretary-General and his wife, Nane.

           Earlier today, the Secretary-General concluded his visit to Kazakhstan, meeting with the United Nations

     country team there to discuss the Kazakh Government’s progress in achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

           After that, he addressed the upper and lower houses of the Kazakh Parliament, noting the challenges of

     globalization, which, in some areas, had led to a reaction where communities turned inward -– increasing the dangers

     of intolerance and xenophobia.  By contrast, he said, the people and Parliament of Kazakhstan “are living examples of

     the dialogue among civilizations”.

           **Kosovo

           The Secretary-General, in his latest report on the United Nations Mission in Kosovo, which is on the racks

     today, says that the municipal elections that will be held there at the end of this month mark another milestone in the

     development of Kosovo’s democratic institutions.  He said it was important that the campaign and the ballot take place

     without incident, and that all communities participate.

           The Secretary-General also stresses that elections are only the first step, highlighting the importance of

     meaningful participation in all elected bodies by all Kosovo’s communities, and the need to create conditions

     conducive to the sustainable return of all individuals to their homes.

           The report notes that the security situation has remained calm in recent months, despite isolated incidents of

     unrest.  The report also provides details on recent efforts to enforce the rule of law in Kosovo, with the

     Secretary-General asserting that no one is above the law.

           **International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia

           The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia yesterday sentenced Milan Simic, who had

     pleaded guilty to two counts of torture as crimes against humanity, to five years in prison.

           We have a press release upstairs with more information.

           **Côte d'Ivoire

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today welcomed news of the ceasefire

     agreement in Côte d'Ivoire.  The UNHCR said it hopes for a return to normalcy as soon as possible so that hundreds of

     thousands of displaced people can go home.

           The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said that the humanitarian situation inside the country was

     getting more and more critical day by day, and a humanitarian crisis would unfold if it continued like this.  Many of the

     600,000 inhabitants of Bouake had fled the city, some taking refuge in the town of Brobo which had no water,

     electricity or health infrastructure to speak of.  The challenges were enormous.

           **Colombia

           From the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Colombia, we have a press release

     condemning the forced displacement of 800 indigenous people, including some 250 children, in Tierralta, Cordoba,

     after they received threats by the guerrilla group known as the FARC.  The release says the displacement is a grave

     infraction of international human rights law and calls on the Government to fulfil its duty to protect the indigenous

     population.

           **Nobel Message

           As the Nobel Peace Prize laureates hold a meeting in Rome today, their fellow laureate, the

     Secretary-General, issued a message to them conveying his greetings and his congratulations to the newest Nobel

     Peace Prize winner, former United States President Jimmy Carter.  The Secretary-General said that Carter has earned

     the Prize by “his tireless efforts to promote peace, even in the most difficult circumstances”.

           We have copies of his message upstairs.

           **Status of Women in United Nations System

           On the racks today is the Secretary-General’s report on improvements in the status of women in the United

     Nations system.

           The Secretary-General reports a slight overall increase of 0.4 per cent in the number of women occupying

     Professional posts in the Secretariat in the reporting period, 30 June 2001 to 30 June 2002.  Of the 24 departments

     and offices of the Secretariat, only four have reached the gender balance goal of 50 per cent, and four have women at

     less than 30 per cent at the Professional level.  The report concludes that with the addition of new systems and

     management tools, as well as the appointment of the Ombudsman, the Secretariat is expected to perform better in the

     future.

           **New Web Site on Acrylamide in Food

           The Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Health Organization announced today the launch of a

     new Internet-based network for sharing information on acrylamide in food.  You will remember the two organizations

     held joint consultations on acrylamide in foods in June, and the network was one of the recommendations coming out

     of the meeting.  Acrylamide causes cancer in animals and can be toxic to the human nervous system.  It is found in

     some foods, especially French fries, cooked at high temperatures.

           We have a press release with more details, including the Web site of the network.

           **Tour Guide Containment System

           This is just to inform journalists that commencing at 9 a.m. tomorrow,

     19 October, the Tour Guide Containment System will be activated.  Press, media, interpreters, United Nations staff

     and staff of the French and British Missions who require access to the booths and offices in the restricted area have

     been issued encoded ID.

           So please remember, as the Security Chief Michael McCann told you, to get your ID’s encoded.

           And we have available upstairs the Week Ahead.  That’s all I have for you.  Any questions before we move on

     to Richard?

           **Question and Answers

           Question:  [inaudible] What efforts on the diplomatic front has the Secretary-General made on Iraq in the last

     day or two?  Has he made any calls, spoken to any foreign ministers, is he is touch with ambassadors here?

           Spokesman:  Well, he has been monitoring and paid a great attention to the debates in the Security Council. 

     As for whether he has made any phone calls, I have to check and then come back to you on that.

           Question:  Can he make any phone calls?  We just got a note from our correspondent in Uzbekistan that the

     authorities have banned all press conferences, sealed off cities where he’s going, kept reporters away from him,  and I

     wonder if there’s any explanation or reaction to that?

           Spokesman:  I've had an e-mail from a journalist complaining about that, but as far as I know, the

     Secretary-General did talk to journalists while in Uzbekistan, so I'll have to come back to you after the briefing, to give

     you who he’s talked to and what were the subjects.  But I'm sure that he had a press encounter after meeting the

     President today.

           Question:  Since early this morning?

           Spokesman:  Yes.

           Question:  Because it’s an enormous waste of money to fly someone in and then encounter that, which was

     the case until maybe he finally broke through.  Did he have a press conference?

           Spokesman:  It was a press encounter, but I have to find out the details after the press briefing.

           [Later:  The transcription of the press encounter was issued to journalists afterwards.]

           Question:  Hans Blix met with United States Secretary of State Colin Powell yesterday.  Do you have any

     information about their meeting?  Do you have any contact with Hans Blix so far?

           Spokesman:  I don't have any information on that particular meeting, but I know that the College of the

     Commissioners of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) is meeting

     today in special session.  And this has been done so that its Executive Chairman, Hans Blix, can brief the

     commissioners on developments of the last few weeks.  But regarding that particular meeting, I have no information.

           Richard?

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           The plenary is not meeting today.

           The First Committee continues consideration of draft resolutions on disarmament and related international

     security items.

           The Special Political and Decolonization Committee this afternoon takes up a comprehensive review of the

     whole question of peacekeeping operations in all their aspects.

           The Second Committee discusses industrial development cooperation and preventing and combating corrupt

     practices, and transfer of funds of illicit origin and returning such funds to the countries of origin.  It then goes on to

     discuss introduction of draft resolutions on both those items and then continues with the conclusion of the general

     discussion on sustainable development and international economic cooperation.

           The Fifth Committee discusses financial reports and reports of the Board of Auditors.

           This morning, the Sixth Committee continued and, I think, concluded its hearing statements on item 162, the

     report of the working group on an international convention against the reproductive cloning of human beings.

           A ceremony in connection with World Food Day is taking place in the Dag Hammarskjöld Auditorium at this

     hour.  The Permanent Representative of Barbados, Ambassador June Clarke, will deliver a statement on behalf of

     General Assembly President Kavan.  That statement is available on the Assembly President’s Web site.

           And just looking forward to Monday, the General Assembly plenary will elect five members of the International

     Court of Justice.

           Any questions?  Thank you.

____________________________________________________________________
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan decries latest terror attack in Israel, urges Palestinian groups to end violence

*
Côte d’Ivoire: Annan urges parties to consolidate efforts to end fighting

*
Annan predicts Security Council could adopt Iraq resolution shortly

*
DR of Congo: UN panel proposes sanctions to stop exploitation of raw materials

*
5 judges elected to International Court of Justice

*
Annan offers proposals to address devastation wrought by conflict on women

*
Deputy Secretary-General reviews UN work in Afghanistan

*
Kosovo: UN envoy outlines concept of decentralization

*
UN signs electoral assistance agreements with Argentina, Brazil and Panama

*
UN food agency renews appeal to donors for southern Africa, Afghanistan 

*
UN tribunal unseals indictment against 3 former Bosnian Serb military officers

*
New Africa development plan embodies vision for advancement, UN official says 

*
Top UN rights official pledges support for boosting Africa’s human rights system

*
UN World Food Programme appoints first woman Deputy Executive Director

* * * *

Middle East


21 October – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today condemned the latest terrorist attack in Israel and urged Palestinian groups to abandon such practices.


At least 14 persons were reported killed and many more injured in the explosion near Hadera.


Condemning “in the strongest possible terms” attacks against civilians, a spokesman for the Secretary-General issued a statement once again calling on all Palestinian groups to immediately stop all such acts of violence.

Mr. Annan also extended condolences to the families of the victims and the Government of Israel.

Echoing these views, Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, reiterated the unequivocal UN position that such terror attacks are “morally reprehensible and absolutely counter-productive to peacemaking efforts.” Mr. Roed-Larsen called on Palestinian groups to adhere to UN Security Council resolution 1435, which calls on both parties to stop all forms of violence.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire


21 October – Responding to the latest moves to end recent fighting in Côte d’Ivoire, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called on the parties to bolster peace efforts and pledged support for this endeavour.

“The Secretary-General is encouraged by the cessation of hostilities in Côte d’Ivoire,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement. “He urges the parties to do everything possible to consolidate this important step through dialogue and national reconciliation.”

According to the statement, the UN will continue to back the sustained efforts of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to help the Ivoirian people achieve peace, tolerance and prosperity in their country.

“The Secretary-General calls on other international partners to remain attentive to the needs of Côte d’Ivoire in this difficult period,” the spokesman said.

* * *

Secretary-General

21 October – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today said he expected the Security Council to adopt a new resolution insisting that Iraq comply with previous UN decisions, and voiced his hope that Baghdad would listen to the Council’s demand.

“I expect that probably sometime this week or not long after there will be a resolution approved unanimously by the Council,” the Secretary-General said upon his arrival in Tajikistan, where he is continuing his tour of Central Asia.

In the mid-afternoon, the Secretary-General met with President Emomali Rakhmonov and Foreign Minister Talbak Nazarov. Afterward, he told the press that he and the President had discussed the fight against terrorism, development, poverty alleviation, the need for strengthened institutions and good governance. Their talks also touched on Afghanistan, regional cooperation on water and energy management, and cross-border movements.

After travelling to the UN office in Tajikistan, where he told staff to “work as a team,” the Secretary-General spoke to the Tajik Parliament, voicing his strong belief that the country could serve as an example to Afghanistan, and urging them to work to establish the rule of law. “Popular trust in the judiciary and the fairness of the authorities is the best safeguard against extremism and renewed violence,” he said.

Before travelling to Tajikistan, the Secretary-General yesterday went to Bishkek to begin an official visit to Kyrgyzstan, where President Askar Akayev met him at the airport. Later, the Secretary-General met for more than an hour with the President, including one-on-one sessions before and after meeting with their delegations. Mr. Akayev also awarded the Secretary-General the Order of Manas, the highest honour the Government can give to exceptional individuals.

At a press encounter following the meeting, the Secretary-General said that their discussions centred on economic and social development, the fight against terrorism, drug-trafficking, good governance and the UN-Kyrgyz relationship, which he called “excellent.”

The Secretary-General then met with leading members of Parliament, including the Speakers of the Upper and Lower Houses.

Before leaving Bishkek, the Secretary-General this morning inaugurated the new UN House that will provide a common workspace for all UN agencies working in the country.

* * *

DR of Congo

21 October – While a ban on the export of raw materials originating from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) would be counterproductive, punitive measures are still needed to curb the illegal exploitation of the country’s natural resources by criminal organizations and persons, according to a report by a group of United Nations experts released today.

“Massive technical and financial assistance for the population would be required to offset the humanitarian impact of such restrictive measures,” an expert panel appointed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to investigate the illegal exploitation of natural resources and other forms of wealth of the DRC says in its report. Nevertheless, steps need to be taken against companies or individuals or the country risks encouraging a continuation, or even an increase, of exploitative and illegal activities.

The report recommends that financial restrictions be placed on 29 companies based in Belgium, Rwanda, Uganda, DRC, Zimbabwe and South Africa, and a travel ban and financial restrictions imposed on 54 persons, including Augustin Katumba Mwanke, Minister of Presidency in the DRC, Kibassa Maliba, a former Minister of Mines, and Mwana Nanga Mawapanga, a DRC Ambassador in Harare.

The list also includes the Speaker of Parliament in Zimbabwe, Emmerson Mnangagwa Dambudzo, the DRC’s Minister of National Security, Dan Munyuza, and Dennis Numbi Kalume, the Minister of Planning and Reconstruction in the DRC.

Noting that those involved in the illegal exploitation of natural resources did not have a strong incentive to alter the economic status quo, the report calls for “measures that address their fears of losing revenues.” Such measures could only be effective if they took place simultaneously with a political process and should monitored by a UN body that would report any violations to the Security Council.

The report also calls for quick disbursement of aid to the DRC and other countries in the Great Lakes region involved in the conflict for reconstruction and rehabilitation programmes aimed at creating jobs, rebuilding infrastructure and improving conditions for local populations.

A “fast-track programme” should be set up to retrain members of the countries’ security apparatus and regulatory bodies, such as the customs, immigration and revenue collection agencies, as well as a strengthening of institutions to end the impunity enjoyed by high-ranking officials and various levels of civil servants.

The panel further proposes that measures be aimed at tying aid disbursements to Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda and Zimbabwe to their compliance with the Lusaka peace accord and verifiable measures they have taken to halt the illegal exploitation of resources from the DRC. Recommending that non-compliance automatically trigger a reduction in assistance, the report says such cuts should apply to “institutional budget support, stabilization lending or project lending and not sector-specific allocations.”
* * *

International Court of Justice

21 October – The United Nations General Assembly and Security Council today elected five judges to fill upcoming vacancies at the International Court of Justice (ICJ).

In separate voting among its membership, the Assembly and Council agreed to the same five candidates out of 10 on the first ballot. To be elected, each nominee needed to receive a simple majority in each body.

Elected today were Hisashi Owada of Japan, Shi Jiuyong of China, Peter Tomka of Slovakia, Abdul G. Koroma of Sierra Leone and Bruno Simma of Germany.

Both Mr. Shi and Mr. Koroma were incumbents on the ICJ. The new judges will begin their nine-year terms on 6 February 2003.

Since 1994, Mr. Shi has served on the Court, acting as its Vice-President since February 2000. In addition to working extensively in his own country, Mr. Shi’s background includes service on the International Law Commission, which he chaired in 1990. Mr. Koroma similarly worked extensively in both Sierra Leone and in the international arena, including on several UN law-related bodies such as the General Assembly’s Legal Committee.

Mr. Owada has a solid diplomatic background, having served as Japan’s Ambassador to the UN and having worked at a number of Japanese embassies, including in Moscow and Washington. Mr. Simma is a member of the overseas faculty of the University of Michigan Law School, and has worked as Counsel to several countries in proceedings at the ICJ. Mr. Tomka, who has been serving as Slovakia’s Ambassador to the UN, represented his country in a case before the ICJ in 1993.

* * *

Women, peace and security


21 October – Seeking to address the disproportionate impact of violent conflict on women and girls, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has submitted a series of concrete proposals aimed at protecting their rights to the Security Council for adoption.


In a report to the Council released today, the Secretary-General points to the many ways that war particularly harms women, beyond death and injury. These include exacerbating existing inequalities, sending women and children fleeing across borders, and subjecting them to sexual violence and torture. At the same time, Mr. Annan stresses that “Women play an active role in informal peace processes, serving as peace activists, including by organizing and lobbying for disarmament and striving to bring about reconciliation and security before, during and after conflicts.”


The Secretary-General says the extent of human rights violations against women and girls must be factored into peace support operations, and recommends that contacts be set up with women’s networks in order to gain more information on the issue.

Concerning the legal dimensions of the problem, Mr. Annan urges the Council to call on all parties involved in conflict to adhere to their obligations under applicable principles of international humanitarian law, human rights law and refugee law as they pertain to women and girls. Efforts should be made to ensure that amnesty provisions included in conflict settlement agreements exclude impunity from all serious war crimes, including gender-based crimes. 

Mr. Annan also recommends that the Council explicitly integrate gender perspectives into the terms of reference of UN missions to countries and regions in conflict. He says that all UN-brokered peace accords should address the impact of armed conflict on women and girls, their contributions to peace processes and their needs and priorities in the post-conflict context. Women should also be fully involved in peace negotiations.


The report suggests that the Council ensure resources for setting up gender units in peacekeeping operations. Efforts aimed at reconstructing conflict-torn societies should incorporate activities focused on specific constraints facing women and girls. Urging recognition of the impact of armed conflict and displacement on family relations, Mr. Annan calls for developing develop programmes to prevent domestic violence. 

“We can no longer afford to minimize or ignore the contributions of women and girls to all stages of conflict resolution, peacemaking, peace-building, peacekeeping and the reconstruction processes,” the Secretary-General cautions. “Sustainable peace will not be achieved without the full and equal participation of women and men.”

* * *

Afghanistan


21 October – The United Nations Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, today began a three-day visit to Afghanistan aimed at reviewing the world body’s work in cooperation with the country’s authorities.

“We have very much the future peace and prosperity of Afghanistan at heart and I want to make sure that all UN people are doing their very best to help and support the people of Afghanistan,” she said on her arrival.

Ms. Fréchette was briefed on the latest developments in the country by the UN team as well as the Commander of the International Security Force in Afghanistan (ISAF), Hakim Zorlu. In addition, she held talks with Afghan President Hamid Karzai. According to a UN spokesman, the two discussed the country’s reconstruction needs and security concerns, as well as the Iraqi situation.

In a subsequent meeting the Deputy Secretary-General and the Afghan Minister of Women’s Affairs, Habibeh Sarabi, discussed recent advances made in women’s health and education. 

Ms. Fréchette also visited de-mining projects and a children’s centre in Afghanistan. 


Meanwhile, on Sunday a UN spokesman in Kabul announced the formation of a “Return Commission” to help refugees and internally displaced people go back to Afghanistan’s northern provinces. The announcement came in response to insecure conditions in those areas, where “violent acts, including extortion, stealing of crops and forcible recruitment, often affect the population as a whole rather than Pashtuns alone,” said Manoel de Almeida e Silva.


Filippo Grandi, a representative of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), hailed the Commission’s establishment, pointing out that all three main factions are represented on that body. “It is important because everybody has agreed to participate,” he said, while cautioning against unrealistic expectations. “Solutions will be long to achieve and we have to be extremely patient.”

* * * 

Kosovo

21 October – The head of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), Michael Steiner, today invited the leaders of the province’s major political parties and coalitions to a meeting next month in which he will present his concept of decentralization.

Mr. Steiner outlined his plan in a statement issued today in Pristina, saying his idea of decentralization would establish municipal units with local council, administrative organs and an appropriate budget for “sizeable non-majority communities” to manage education, health care, urban and rural planning and issues of local importance.

“They will have decision making authority over issues of local importance, such as markets, public spaces, cultural activities and sports,” Mr. Steiner said, adding that such units could be made up of one or more villages, settlements and urban quarters within a municipality.

These municipal units would be established on the basis of a request by elected assembly members or a petition by inhabitants in those areas where there had been a sizeable participation in the municipal election by the community concerned, Mr. Steiner explained. He added that non-majority communities who had participated in municipal elections on 26 October would also be entitled to executive posts in the municipal government in accordance with the province’s Constitutional Framework.

Mr. Steiner said he would promulgate his decentralization programme in the form of a legally binding document and that council elections would be organized within six months after the municipal units had been established.

Mr. Steiner said in the long run, and in line with European standards, he would address the issues of municipal development and how to adapt the geographical size of municipalities to the changing number of inhabitants within them.

* * *

Electoral assistance


21 October – The United Nations today signed agreements with the Governments of Argentina, Brazil and Panama that pave the way for enhanced UN electoral assistance activities in support of Member States.


The Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Kieran Prendergast, signed Memoranda of Understanding with Argentina and Brazil that focus on the exchange of experiences and technology associated with the electoral process.

UN officials said the Brazilian experience is particularly significant because Brazil is the first country to adopt electronic voting nationally. More than 115 million voters in both urban and rural settings are covered by that system.

“The importance of signing this MOU is to make available to the Members of the United Nations the technology that was developed by Brazil for electronic voting,” Carina Perelli, the Director of the UN Electoral Assistance Division, explained.

The agreement creates a mechanism for countries, when requesting UN assistance in automating their electoral assistance, to draw on the Brazilian experience. “The possibility of having this access is significant both to the UN Member States and to the Electoral Assistance Division in answering their requests,” she said.

The Memorandum with Panama will focus on the establishment of an electoral information system, the International Service for Electoral News, based on the structure used in that country. The system will provide for the exchange of information on the electoral process in all Member States.

* * *

FAO

21 October – With millions in both southern Africa and Afghanistan facing severe food shortages and threatened by famine, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today stepped up its appeal for international aid for both places.

During a meeting in Rome of senior FAO experts and donor country representatives, the agency’s Director of Emergency Operations and Rehabilitation, Anne Bauer, and Assistant Director-General for Technical Cooperation, Henri Carsalade, launched the appeal, saying they had witnessed the breadth of the tragedy facing both Afghanistan and southern Africa during recent visits to the areas.

More than 14 million people need emergency food aid in drought-stricken southern Africa. One of the worst affected areas is Zimbabwe, where more than half of the population is suffering from severe food shortages, according to FAO. Winter harvests are expected to be scarce and the situation risks deteriorating even further.

The agency said it has received a mere 34 per cent of the total funds it had appealed for in mid-August to deal with the southern African food crisis, seriously hindering its efforts to deal with the emergency.

In Afghanistan, where FAO is working with multiple partners to rebuild the country, some 7.5 million people still depend on humanitarian aid. The agency has completed 22 emergency aid projects and five short-term projects in the country for a total of $29 million, while another 10 short- and medium-term projects worth $24 million are being prepared.

A total of $53 million in aid for Afghanistan has either already been received or is expected to arrive in the next few months, FAO said. Yet the total cost of rehabilitating the country’s agricultural sector is $202 million.

“We must help Afghan households, and especially rural women, to begin farming activities to enable them to generate income,” Ms. Bauer said, adding that FAO’s efforts to promote money-generating initiatives such as poultry raising were already bringing hope to many rural people.
* * *
ICTY

21 October – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) today unsealed an indictment against three former members of the Bosnian Serb military, charging them with participating in the mass execution and forcible transfer of thousands of Muslims after the take-over of the Srebrenica enclave in 1995.

Drago Nikolic, Vujadin Popovic and Ljubisa Beara are each facing multiple counts of genocide, crimes against humanity and violations of the customs of war for their alleged involvement in a joint criminal enterprise to forcibly transfer the women and children from the Srebrenica enclave to Kladanj.

They are also accused of the capture, detention, summary execution, burial, and reburial of thousands of Bosnian Muslim men and boys from the Srebrenica enclave from 12 July 1995 until about 19 July 1995.
According to the indictment, the joint criminal enterprise in which the three accused were members and participants was conceived and designed by General Ratko Mladic and others, and carried out by members of the Bosnian army and security forces.

* * * 

Africa (NEPAD)

19 October – The New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) embodies a vision of a continent on the move at a time of unprecedented international interest in proposals to help the world’s least developed region, a senior United Nations official said today. 

Addressing the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development which began in Johannesburg, K.Y. Amoako, the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, attributed the current mood of optimism to the cohesion shown by Africa’s leaders. 

“I believe that we would never have come so far had it not been for the political unity and leadership demonstrated here in Africa,” said Mr. Amoako, calling NEPAD a “robust” framework that recognizes diversity among countries. 

Concerning implementation of the initiative, Mr. Amoako said key areas for attention include sound policy-making, market access and mutual accountability. NEPAD, he told those assembled, “attempts to make the whole greater than the sum of the parts and tries to put wind in your sails of reform.” 

Today’s meeting marked the start of three days of intensive talks in what is the largest gathering of Ministers and experts dealing with economic policy in Africa on NEPAD since its endorsement at the inaugural summit of the African Union in Durban in July 2002. 

In addition to the Ministers, the meeting has attracted the participation of more than 500 officials, including central bank governors, leading academics and researchers, as well as civil society and private sector representatives.

* * *

Human Rights

21 October – Marking the anniversary of the entry into force of a key civil liberties accord for Africa, the top United Nations human rights official today pledged support for the continent’s pursuit of “dignity, equality and security.”

In a message commemorating African Human Rights Day, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, said that much has been achieved in the struggle for human rights in Africa since the adoption two decades ago of the African Charter, but a great deal more remains to be done.

The African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights and the proposed Protocol to the African Charter on the Rights of Women in Africa are among the outstanding issues that need to be addressed, Mr. Vieira de Mello said, pledging his Office’s continued support for strengthening the African human rights system, especially the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights.

He noted that the role of his Office, as the UN’s system-wide focal point for human rights, democracy and the rule of law, is to be a catalyst and encourage and coordinate efforts to secure worldwide respect for human rights and justice.

“This commemoration should serve as an occasion for recognizing the long and enduring struggles of African people to achieve dignity, equality and security, the cornerstones of human rights and effective and harmonious relationships between people,” he said.

* * *

World Food Programme

21 October – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today announced the appointment of the agency’s first woman Deputy Executive Director.

Announcing the appointment at the agency’s headquarters in Rome, WFP Executive Director James Morris said Sheila Sisulu, currently South Africa’s Ambassador to the United States, would be a strong addition to the WFP team in the fight against world hunger.

“Her passion and insight on issues related to young people will be a great asset as WFP continues to target its work on the world’s most vulnerable, especially women and children,” said Mr. Morris.

Ms. Sisulu was a former Consul General in New York and has had a distinguished career in education and youth development, serving as a special adviser to the South African Minister of Education. She has also held various senior positions at the South African Council of Churches and the country’s Committee on Higher Education.

* *** *
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*
Annan voices concern over DPR of Korea’s reported nuclear plans

*
International Atomic Energy Agency seeks talks with DPR of Korea on nuclear plans


*
Angola: Security Council asks UNITA sanctions panel for action plan on future work

*
Security Council calls for immediate ceasefire in eastern DR of Congo


*
Security Council hails deployment of multinational force to Central African Republic

*
Sudan: Annan hails ceasefire agreement, urges parties to settle conflict quickly

*
UN team heads to Gaza camp to examine damage caused by Israeli military


*
Iraq to start returning Kuwaiti National Archives, UN reports

*
In Uzbekistan, Annan discusses pressing international concerns with senior officials
*
Annan stresses full participation by all groups in Kosovo’s upcoming elections

*
Côte d’Ivoire: UN refugee agency welcomes news of ceasefire accord
*
UN tribunal issues five-year prison sentence to former Bosnian Serb official

*
Colombia: UN rights office condemns forced displacement of indigenous people

*
Thousands flee Burundi into Tanzania, UN refugee agency reports


*
Major-General Patrick Cammaert named new UN Military Advisor


*
Multilateralism faces crucial test at present, Annan tells Nobel Laureates meeting


*
Deputy Secretary-General stresses need for dialogue among cultures

*
UN establishes website on acrylamide, toxic chemical found in food

* * * *

DPRK: Secretary-General


18 October – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, is “extremely concerned” about the reported existence in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) of a programme to enrich uranium for nuclear weapons, a UN spokesman said today.

If confirmed, the allegations, announced by the United States State Department, “would not be in conformity with the DPRK’s international obligations, including under the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),” the spokesman noted in a statement on Mr. Annan’s behalf. The development would also run contrary to international efforts to reduce and eliminate weapons of mass destruction.

Welcoming the consultations that have already begun among interested countries, the statement stressed that “issues related to weapons of mass destruction must be accorded highest priority.”

Washington’s announcement followed recent high-level discussions between US and DPRK officials in Pyongyang.

* * *

DPRK: IAEA

18 October – Responding to reports that the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) has plans to enrich uranium for nuclear weapons, the head of the United Nations International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today contacted Pyongyang seeking talks on the matter.

In a message to the DPRK authorities, IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei confirmed the Agency’s readiness to dispatch a senior team to the country, or to receive a DPRK delegation in Vienna, to discuss this matter.

Talks would also cover the general question of the implementation of IAEA safeguards – required under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) – in the DPRK, according to the Agency.

The Director-General voiced hope that the DPRK “will without delay come back into full compliance with its nuclear non-proliferation obligations.”

Yesterday, the IAEA formally requested Pyongyang to furnish information about the reports of an undeclared uranium enrichment facility in the DPRK.
* * *

Angola


18 October – The Security Council today extended by two months the mandate of a panel monitoring sanctions against the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), and requested an action plan on the expert group’s work.


Eyeing Angola’s future national reconciliation, the Council requested the “monitoring mechanism” to detail plans for ample consultations in Angola with representatives of both the Government and UNITA “with a view to…contributing towards a full review by the Council of the measures imposed against UNITA once the peace process has been completed.”

In a unanimously adopted a resolution, the panel was also asked to assess possible violations of the UNITA sanctions since the two sides signed their Memorandum of Understanding in April. That document covers military aspects omitted by the 1994 Lusaka Protocol, which forms the basis for the Angola peace process. The panel’s report should also detail renewed efforts to locate UNITA funds and financial resources currently frozen under sanctions and produce recommendations on the issue, the Council said.


In addition, the resolution requests the panel to provide information on possible violations of the arms embargo which has been in place against UNITA since 1993 and the prohibitions, which date back to 1998, against the import of Angolan diamonds not controlled by the Government.

The Secretary-General was asked to appoint two experts to serve on the monitoring mechanism, cutting in half the original panel’s membership.

The Security Council initially imposed sanctions against UNITA in 1993 for the rebel group’s failure to carry out obligations under peace accords signed with the Angolan Government. Since then, the Council has tightened the sanctions by a series of subsequent resolutions.

In May 1999, the Council established an independent panel of experts “to trace violations in arms trafficking, oil supplies and the diamond trade, as well as the movement of UNITA funds.” The following April, after considering the final report of the panel, the Council adopted resolution 1295 (2000), by which it tightened existing sanctions and established the new monitoring mechanism.

* * *

DR of Congo

18 October – Expressing concern that continuing violence in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) threatens the stability of the country and the region, the United Nations Security Council today called on all parties to the conflict to cease hostilities “immediately and without preconditions.”

In a statement read out at an open meeting by its President, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon, the Council called on the DRC Government and all others in the region to exert their influence on the parties to stop the fighting, and to refrain from any action that would further exacerbate the situation or undermine the peace process.

“The Security Council calls on all parties and armed groups involved in the conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo to commit themselves to achieving a peaceful settlement for the region, and condemns any attempt to use military action to influence the peace process,” the Council said.

The statement condemned the attack on Uvira by Maï-Maï and other forces, and voiced great concern over the build-up of forces around Bukavu as well as other destabilizing developments in the region.

The Council also condemned ethnically targeted violence in the Ituri region, and asked all parties to take immediate action to defuse tensions, ensure the protection of civilians and end human rights violations. It requested the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) to support efforts by Uganda and the DRC to set up an Ituri Pacification Commission.

“The Security Council stresses that no government, military force or any other organization or individual should provide military or other supplies or any other form of support to any of the groups involved in the fighting in the east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Burundi,” the statement said.

The Council urged the parties to reach agreement on an all-inclusive transitional Government, and welcomed the progress on the pull-out of foreign troops from DRC territory, stressing that this withdrawal process must be completed.


The statement also called on the DRC and Burundi to quickly conclude an agreement on the normalization of relations and cooperation in security matters.

* * *

CAR

18 October – The United Nations Security Council today voiced its support for the decision to deploy an International Observation Force (IFO) to the Central African Republic (CAR) to promote calm, particularly on the country’s border with Chad.


In a statement read out at a formal meeting, the Council President, Ambassador Martin Belinga-Eboutou of Cameroon, called on all States participating in the IFO to work closely with the UN Peace-Building office in the CAR (BONUCA) and with the Secretary-General’s Representative to the country, Lamine Cisse, “whose efforts have been essential to this initiative.” All countries were urged to provide financial, logistical and material support to the States participating in the Force.


Set to be comprised of 300 to 350 troops, the IFO will draw forces from Gabon, Cameroon, the Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea and Mali. Its three main tasks are ensuring the safety of the CAR’s President, ensuring security on the border between the CAR and Chad, and participating in the restructuring of the country’s armed forces.


The Council’s statement welcomed the efforts by the CAR and Chad to relaunch cooperation and strongly supported the intention by the President of Chad to visit the CAR capital, Bangui, in the “very near” future. The Council “encourages further confidence-building measures to help normalize the relations between the two countries,” Ambassador Belinga-Eboutou said.

* * *

Sudan

18 October – The United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, today welcomed the recent signing of a ceasefire agreement between the Government of the Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), and urged the two sides to quickly settle the conflict.

The Memorandum of Understanding to cease hostilities was signed on Tuesday in Machakos, Kenya, where peace talks have resumed under the auspices of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), the regional body composed of Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti.

“The Secretary-General appeals to the Sudanese parties to pursue the negotiations in earnest and to ensure that agreement on a comprehensive settlement of the devastating conflict in the country is reached without further delay,” said a statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York. “He reiterates the support of the United Nations to the peace process and its readiness to contribute to efforts to implement a peace agreement.”

The statement also noted Mr. Annan’s concern about possible continuing hostilities in some parts of the country which could once again jeopardize the talks in Machakos. “The progress that has been made so far has raised the hope of the people of Sudan and of the international community that a milestone may have been reached in the IGAD-led effort to restore peace to the country,” the statement said.

The Secretary-General also commended the parties for committing themselves to allow unimpeded humanitarian access to all areas and for people in need, in accordance with the Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS) Agreement, and called on them urgently to agree on modalities for such unimpeded access, according to the statement. OLS is the UN’s umbrella organization coordinating the international relief effort in the Sudan.

“The UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator and Country Team are at an advanced stage of preparing a humanitarian action plan that will expand operations to all areas of the Sudan that have been affected by the conflict,” the statement said. “The success of the plan will depend on immediate and unimpeded access to all civilians in need.”

* * *

Middle East


18 October – The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) today sent an assessment team to Rafah to examine the damage caused by yesterday’s Israeli military actions at the refugee camp there.

Initial reports suggest that 20 refugee shelters, which are home to 39 families, were so badly damaged that they are now uninhabitable. 

Briefing the press in Geneva, UNRWA’s Rene Aquarone said that according to the latest information, the attack by Israel on the Rafah refugee camp had only killed six Palestinians, not seven as earlier reported. He added that 44 people had been wounded, many seriously, so the death toll could still rise.


Mr. Aquarone said that UNRWA was “terribly concerned” at  finding itself on the receiving end of military actions. In this last attack, one of UNRWA’s school labs was entirely destroyed, while a shell landed on another school but did not explode. The violence, he observed, was very traumatic for children.

* * *

Iraq


18 October – Iraq is set to begin on Saturday returning to Kuwait the country’s national archives, which were taken by Baghdad following its occupation of Kuwait in 1990, a United Nations spokesman announced today.

The modalities for the transfer were arranged in August by the UN working with Iraq and Kuwait.

The return will take place at Camp Abdaly, the headquarters of the northern sector of the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM), which is located in the Kuwaiti sector of the demilitarized zone between the two countries, the spokesman said.

Baghdad originally agreed to return the missing archives during talks held in Vienna in July between Secretary-General Kofi Annan and Iraqi Foreign Minister Naji Sabri.

* * *

Secretary-General/Uzbekistan

18 October – Continuing his official visit throughout Central Asia, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today arrived in Uzbekistan for talks with senior government officials and UN personnel.

Arriving at midday in the capital, Tashkent, the Secretary-General spoke briefly at the airport with Foreign Minister Abdulaziz Komilov before meeting with the UN country team, according to a UN spokesperson in New York.

The Secretary-General then visited the Uzbek Parliament, where he met privately with committee chairs and other parliamentary leaders to discuss democratic and economic reforms, environmental issues and the protection of women. The talks also focused on ways the UN could assist in those areas, spokesperson Hua Jiang said.

After the talks at the Parliament, Mr. Annan met with President Islam Karimov and with Foreign Minister Abdulaziz Komilov. At a press encounter afterwards, Mr. Annan said he and the President had discussed the international fight against terrorism, water management, regional environmental issues, good governance, and cooperation between the Government and the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Of UN-Uzbek relations, the Secretary-General said, “They’re good, and we would want to strengthen it further.”

In the evening, the President hosted a dinner in honour of the Secretary-General and his wife, Nane.

Before travelling to Uzbekistan, the Secretary-General concluded his visit to Kazakhstan this morning, meeting with the UN country team to discuss the Kazakh Government’s progress in achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

After that, Mr. Annan addressed both houses of the Kazakh Parliament, noting the challenges of globalization, which in some areas has led to a reaction where communities turn inward – increasing the dangers of intolerance and xenophobia.

By contrast, the Secretary-General said, the people and Parliament of Kazakhstan “are living examples of the dialogue among civilizations.”
* * *

Kosovo

18 October – All of Kosovo’s communities must participate in municipal elections later this month in order to mark another milestone in the development of democratic institutions in the province, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a new report released today.

Meaningful participation “is an important component not only to ensure successful governance, but also to ensure that participation brings tangible benefits to all communities, which has not yet been demonstrated,” the Secretary-General says in his latest report to the Security Council on the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). “Clearly, this is a responsibility not only of minority representatives but even more so of the representatives from majority parties.”

The Secretary-General stresses that the dismantling of parallel structures is another key factor in achieving full participation and calls on those concerned to support the work of the local institutions in Kosovo and to work within them and with UNMIK for the benefit of all residents.

“In this regard, I support the strategy most recently outlined by my Special Representative [Michael Steiner] for Mitrovica, which is based on election participation, co-governance and decentralization,” he says.

The Secretary-General also calls for concrete action following on statements of support by local officials for the policy of tolerance, reconciliation and integration. “This is particularly important in order to create conditions conducive to the sustainable return of all individuals who wish to return to their homes in Kosovo,” he says. “Resolving the fate of the missing is an important factor in reconciliation and the necessary exhumations should be completed as soon as possible.”

As for security in the province, the Secretary-General reports that the situation has remained calm in recent months, despite isolated incidents of unrest, and details recent efforts to enforce the rule of law in Kosovo.

“No one is above the law and respect for the rule of law is imperative,” Mr. Annan says, noting that positive steps have been taken in this area, particularly in the development of the Kosovo Police Service and in combating organized crime.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

18 October – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today welcomed news of a ceasefire agreement in Côte d’Ivoire voicing hope for a return to normalcy as quickly as possible so hundreds of thousands of displaced people can go home.

A spokesman for the agency said that for the time being, however, there is still a sizeable displaced population that needs help, including nearly 1,000 refugees who have lost their homes in a campaign aimed at razing shantytowns in and around Abidjan.

“The refugees remain in five temporary transit sites, while thousands of other displaced Ivorians and immigrants have found temporary housing with family and friends,” Ron Redmond said at a press briefing in Geneva. “In all, more than 200,000 people – mostly from Bouaké and other northern towns – are estimated to have been displaced inside the country over the past four weeks.”

Mr. Redmond said the agency is also taking part in a two-day regional planning meeting in Accra, Ghana, due to wrap up today, on different possible scenarios and plans for the region.
Meanwhile, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said it would continue to channel assistance to affected populations, especially displaced children, in Côte d’Ivoire.

In a statement that welcomed the start of the peace process, announced last night by President Laurent Gbagbo, UNICEF’s Regional Director for West and Central Africa, Rioma Salah, said peace would ensure that the children and youth of Côte d’Ivoire lived together in peace and harmony. She called on the country’s youngsters to participate actively in the peace-building process so as to contribute fully to its success.

“Together with our partners, we will focus on measures to help the healing process and to build confidence among the people and the children so as to ensure a peaceful, stable environment for the country and the region,” she said.

* * *

ICTY

18 October – The United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) has sentenced a former Bosnian Serb official to five years in prison for war crimes committed in Bosanski Samac.

The Tribunal issued the sentence yesterday, after Milan Simic had pleaded guilty in May to two counts of torture as crimes against humanity. In a sentencing hearing later, the Prosecutor recommended a five-year sentence while Mr. Simic’s lawyers argued for three years in prison.

Mr. Simic had been charged with kicking and beating Muhamed Bicic repeatedly with iron bars and chair legs sometime during June 1992 in the Bosanski Samac primary school. He and four others were also indicted for having “planned, instigated, ordered, committed, or otherwise aided and abetted the planning, preparation, or execution of a crime against humanity, that is, the persecutions of Bosnian Croat, Bosnian Muslim and other non-Serb civilians on political, racial, or religious grounds, throughout the municipalities of Bosanski Samac, Odzak and elsewhere in the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina,” between September 1991 and December 1993.

That indictment states that almost 17,000 Bosnian Croats and Bosnian Muslims – of a total population of about 33,000 – lived in the municipality of Bosanski Samac prior to 17 April 1992. Following the forcible take-over of the municipality by Serb forces, the majority of the non-Serb residents fled or were forced to leave the area so that by May 1995, fewer than 300 of the original 17,000 remained.

* * *

Colombia


18 October – The office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights today condemned the forced displacement of some 800 indigenous people following threats by the rebel Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC).


The displacement in Tierralta, Córdoba, which affected some 250 children, constitutes a “grave breach of international humanitarian law,” the Bogotà-based office said, warning of serious effects on the indigenous group and urging efforts to preserve its social fabric.


All armed groups, particularly the FARC, have an obligation to respect the rights of the indigenous people not to participate in the armed conflict, the UN noted.

It also called on the Government to guarantee the rights of Colombia’s indigenous peoples and to help create the necessary conditions for the displaced to return voluntarily – in safety and with dignity – to their lands.

* * *

Great Lakes region

18 October – Thousands of refugees from eastern Burundi have fled into neighbouring Tanzania amid growing concerns about the deteriorating humanitarian situation in the Great Lakes region, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

More than 5,000 Burundian refugees had arrived in Tanzania’s Ngara Province since Monday, a spokesman for the agency said, making up 65 per cent of all the new Burundian arrivals in Tanzania this year, which now stand at 17,500. About 3,700 refugees are awaiting transportation at UNHCR’s 400-capacity transit centre at the border town of Mbuba.

The majority of the new arrivals are women and children, many weak and tired after the long trek from their villages through rough terrain, spokesman Ron Redmond said at a press briefing in Geneva. The refugees reported that they were forced to leave Cankuso Province by rebels who warned of impending conflict in areas of eastern Burundi. They also told of reprisals by the Burundian military, which accused villagers of complicity with the rebels.

In another development, UNHCR said almost 9,000 Congolese refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) fled this week’s conflicts in south Kivu, near the border with western Burundi. The majority of those refugees are seeking asylum in Burundi’s Cibitoke province, while about 100 other have fled to Rwanda’s southwestern border town of Cyangugu, according to Mr. Redmond.

By yesterday, about 4,000 Congolese refugees had been registered at an old refugee site in Rugombo, Cibitoke province, and another 1,000 more were awaiting registration, while another group of 3,700 is being cared for at a temporary site further south, in Gatumba, close to the Burundian capital of Bujumbura.

After the DRC town of Uvira fell to Mai-Mai militia on 12 October, the militia have vowed to push northwards to take the town of Bukavu, on the southern shores of Lake Kivu, while the rebel group, Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD-Goma) have pledged to recapture Uvira, Mr. Redmond said.
* * *

Military Advisor


18 October – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today announced the appointment of Major General Patrick Cammaert of the Netherlands as the new Military Advisor in the United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations.

Currently the Force Commander of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE),  Major General Cammaert has served previously as Commander of the Multi National UN Stand-by Forces High Readiness Brigade (SHIRBRIG).

He also served as Battalion Commander in the UN Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC), and Commander of the Multi National Brigade of the Rapid Reaction Forces of the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR).  

Major General Cammaert will succeed Major General Tim Ford of Australia in November.

* * *

Nobel meeting


18 October – The present international environment is presenting a crucial test to the principle of multilateralism, and the commitment of all States to join forces in pursuit of common aims, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message to Nobel Laureates meeting in Rome.


Calling Iraq’s failure to comply with UN resolutions “one of the gravest and most serious [situations] facing the international community today,” the Secretary-General said if handled properly, the challenge “may ultimately strengthen international cooperation, the rule of law, and the United Nations.”

Emphasizing the importance of collective action, he pointed out that “on almost no item on the global agenda does anyone seriously contend that each nation, or any nation, can fend for itself. Even the most powerful countries know that they need to work with others, in multilateral institutions, to achieve their aims.”

Multilateral cooperation fosters mutual trust, he said, noting the UN’s “special place” among multilateral institutions. The world body, he added, is “the nearest thing we have to a representative institution that can address the interests of all States, and all peoples.”

The Secretary-General also paid tribute to former United States President Jimmy Carter, who this year won the Nobel Peace Prize for 2002. “He has indeed earned it by his tireless efforts to promote peace, even in the most difficult circumstances,” Mr. Annan said.

The message was delivered on the Secretary-General’s behalf by Shalini Dewan, Director of the UN Information Centre in Rome.

* * *

DSG


18 October – A dialogue among cultures based on respect for the dignity of all can help to foster peace and international cooperation, United Nations Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette said today in an address to a meeting of the Francophonie Organization in Beirut.

“Cultural diversity is a source of vitality and a wealth we have a duty to preserve,” the Deputy Secretary-General told participants.

Rejecting the notion of an inevitable “clash of civilizations,” Ms. Fréchette said a different future scenario could envision a global community respecting universal values. “The Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights offer a common basis of values and principles recognized by all,” she observed. 


A dialogue could help reveal new areas of agreement to deal with the many problems plaguing the world, including environmental degradation, AIDS, terrorism and transnational crime. Although no one country could tackle those concerns, acting together, much could be accomplished. The dialogue could also serve to foster a better understanding of the causes of conflicts and help lead the way to peace, she said. 


The Israeli-Palestinian conflict clearly could not be resolved by military force or violence, but must be addressed through a political solution handled on an equally footing and leading to the establishment of two States – Israel and Palestine – living side by side within secure and recognized borders. All those with an influence on the parties must press them to accept this vision for the sake of peace, she said.


She also hailed the Francophonie, saying that like the UN it contributes to building bridges among peoples and fostering dialogue among cultures and civilizations, bringing together a wide range of societies and diverse traditions and sending a strong message of openness, tolerance, solidarity and respect. 

* * *

Acrylamide

18 October – Two United Nations agencies today announced the establishment of a new website that serves as an international network for information on acrylamide, a toxic chemical reportedly found in some fried or baked foods.

The site includes information on experts, data, references, updates on the current status of research efforts as well as findings on the health risk of the chemical in food, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) said.

The website will also identify gaps and overlaps in research, suggest how to address these problems, and serve as a discussion forum for active researchers in the field. 

Widely known to cause cancer and nerve damage in animals, acrylamide is used in the manufacture of plastics and is strictly controlled by environmental regulations. In April, the Swedish National Food Administration had announced that it “unexpectedly” found the compound in certain foods cooked above 120 degrees Celsius, including potato chips, french fries, bread and processed cereal. 

The researchers, however, said they were not able to determine if other foods contained the compound and that data on foods consumed in regions outside of Europe and North America were missing from their research.

While there has been no study linking acrylamide with cancers in humans, FAO says it is known to cause DNA damage at high doses and produce some neurological and adverse reproductive effects. 

The website will be operated by the Joint Institute for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition, a programme administered by the United States Food and Drug Administration and the University of Maryland. The network’s creation stems from a decision taken in June at a consultative meeting of 23 scientific experts in carcinogenicity, toxicology, food technology, biochemistry and analytical chemistry.

The site can be accessed at www.who.int/fsf/Acrylamide/research.htm.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Accords" ��ENS - Complex Issues Plague International Accords�


� HYPERLINK  \l "ivory" ��SA wants to sell 30 tons of ivory


�� HYPERLINK  \l "cloud" ��Press Trust of India - Science -UNEP - Brown cloud report�


� HYPERLINK  \l "disaster" ��Tech Central Station - Disaster Area�


� HYPERLINK  \l "pollution" ��AFP - Air pollution crisis set to claim lives in choked Asian cities� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "rays" ��BBC - Cosmic rays 'linked to clouds'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "ozone" ��Ozone Depletion Network Online Today (16/10/02)�
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