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As the tide of violence recedes, Marsh Arabs hope for new start 

Patrick Graham in al-Juweibir sees the people of southern Iraq slowly return to their way of life as Saddam's dams are unblocked. But, they explain, it's not just water that they need 

Sunday October 19, 2003
The Observer 

Haider doesn't know a lot about fishing, he says, and tosses his net out into the water from his narrow boat. His small catch of zuri, just covering the bottom of a Styrofoam crate, won't fetch more than a dollar. Barely enough, he tells us as he punts through the weeds, for his daily cigarettes. His father taught him how to fish 13 years ago, when he was 10, before Saddam drained the marshes, causing one of the world's worst environmental disasters. 

Now the marshes are coming back - shouayh shouayh, as they say in Arabic, slowly slowly. In the area around the southern city of Nasariyah, the Iraqi Ministry of Irrigation estimates 400 square miles have been flooded, around 0.7 per cent of the marsh around Nasariyah. So far, the flooding has been haphazard and not according to earlier United Nations Environment Programme reports, which advised careful study before trying to rehabilitate the complex ecosystem. 

Marsh Arabs such as Haider Mohammed are pleased but want more. After a decade of cultural annihilation, they are hoping the new government will make it up to them with schools, water treatment plants and medical clinics. If the government fails, there will be one more group of disappointed Iraqis. And they are very low on the list. 

Like the nomadic Penan of Borneo or the Amazonian Indians, the picturesque Marsh Arabs with their reed houses and slender canoes are popular with foreigners. In Iraq, they are viewed with suspicion and, often, contempt. Their name, Ma'adan, is a pejorative, in the way that 'gypsy' can be used, which they now reject. 

But Haider's enthusiasm is infectious. A year ago when we drove down the nearby raised road, both sides of the dyke were wastelands covered by small clumps of brush. 

At the time, some of the few remnants of the marshes were postcards of men fishing among the reeds sold in the dismal lobby of the Basra Sheraton. Now the glassy marsh water is broken by new plants and gliding mashhoof, thin boats pushed along by fishermen with bamboo poles. 

After only a few months, the rejuvenating marshes are spectacularly beautiful - and peaceful. You can see why Gilgamesh, according to the ancient Sumerian myth, fell asleep by these waters and let the plant of eternal life slip from his grasp. 

Haider points to a large artillery piece, the water lapping at the sinking barrel. Hamzi Maki, his 13-year-old helper, reaches out to touch the gun. Hamzi's father was executed during the fighting in the marshes sometime in the early 1990s. He was too young to remember why or when. Around us, trucks and other guns of an old military position are disappearing. But what Saddam did to the marshes won't vanish quite as easily. 

For centuries, the three huge marshes covering southern Iraq were impenetrable and beyond the law. During the 1980s, they provided a hide-out for army deserters from the Iran-Iraq war. After the failed Shia uprising in 1991 following the Gulf war, encouraged and then abandoned by George Bush senior, rebels disappeared into the complex of waterways and tall reeds with the help of their fellow Shia Marsh Arabs. 

With brutal efficiency, the regime laid siege to the marshes and built a series of canals and drained the water, reducing the Middle East's largest wetlands from 7,500 square miles by 90 per cent. In an interview last autumn, the former Iraqi Foreign Minister, Tariq Aziz, claimed a truck load of mustard gas sought by UN inspectors had disappeared during the uprising. It was probably used in the Marshes. 

Ironically, it was Saddam's own forces that began re-flooding the marshes when they destroyed a dam outside Basra last spring in an attempt to slow the progress of British and American troops. 

A few weeks later, a group of Marsh Arabs arrived at the office of Ali Shaheen, the director of Irrigation for Nasiriyah governate, asking him to release more water. Guarded by US soldiers, Shaheen set off with a bulldozer and began ripping apart dams and opening the sluice gates. 

'We never thought we could be able to flood the marshes - they were guarded by the army and nobody could get near them,' he says standing in front of a map in his back office in Nasiriyah. 

The map, showing large patches of blue where the marshes covered much of southern Iraq, had been hidden in the house of one of his co-workers. 

'I went out with people from the office and we made holes in three dams - it took three hours and the dams were destroyed,' he says. 'I was very happy and satisfied. And thousands of people started shooting in the air.' 

On another map, he points out the series of canals built with astonishing speed in the early 1990s. Following a British plan of the 1950s designed to increase the agricultural potential of the area, engineers rerouted the two rivers that sustained a culture reaching back to the origins of civilisation. 

The drainage project was war by other means: The Fidelity to the Leader Canal and the Mother of All Battles River. (Shaheen blocked up the Mother of All Battles river with a mother of all mounds of dirt). And, of course, the newly constructed Saddam river. To build them, the government hired contractors from Sunni-dominated areas north-east of Baghdad. 

The government, says Shaheen, tried to introduce farming to the desiccated plane when the water disappeared but the project failed. Of the nearly half million Marsh Arabs, 40,000 remained and the rest dispersed to the cities or refugee camps in Iran. 

It was an environmental disaster on a par with the evaporation of the Aral Sea and the cutting down of the Amazonian rainforest, according to the United Nations. Dozens of species of birds, including migratory species, lost their habitat. 

When the marshland dried up, the microclimate changed, reducing rainfall, increasing desertification and causing dust storms of potentially toxic particles from the marsh residue. 

It was also an economic disaster for the area when hundreds of thousands of tonnes of fish were no longer exported to Baghdad, and farms on the edges of the marsh became saltpans as the brackish water evaporated. 

Today, the only thing missing from Shaheen's plans to reflood marshes is water. Since the late 1980s, dams in Turkey and Syria, as well as in Iraq itself, have reduced the flow of the Euphrates from 400 square metres per second to 40, according to Shaheen. He needs 3 billion cubic metres of water to fill up the marsh around Nasariyah alone. The Coalition Provisional Authority, he says, has carried out studies and is working on it. 

'I have seen 100 newspapers in Iraq and they never mention the Marsh Arabs but foreign newspapers are very interested,' he says. 'Do you think the coalition will really rehabilitate the marshes or is it just propaganda?' 

Before we leave, he draws a map of villages in the marshes to visit. 'Be careful, it is very dangerous - come back before the afternoon,' he says. Leaving our hotel, we are told again to be careful - the area is full of Iranians, criminals and even the women shoot RPGs. 

Hunein Dikh, now in his Eighties, remembers the old life, a mixture of fishing and seasonal agriculture. He recalls a British visitor in the 1950s. 'He used to cross the marsh,' Hunein says of the explorer Sir Wilfred Thesiger. 'He had his own boat.' 

Hunein also remembers helicopters that came to the area exploring for oil, another threat to the marshes, as well as the 15 military attacks on his village of al-Juweibir during the 1990s. The Iraqi army, he says, was looking for a group of Iranian-backed rebels camped about a kilometre from the village which now lies five kilometres down a dirt road inside what used to be marshland. One of the attacks they called 'Uday's Revenge' because the Iraqi army was looking for men who tried to assassinate Saddam's eldest son. 

But Hunein isn't too impressed by the rising marsh. 

'When we saw the water, we thought everything good was coming back,' he says, sitting in his diwan, a traditional Arab guesthouse, surrounded by his sons and other villagers. 'If the water stays the way it is now, it will be useless. It's still not high enough for fishing or farming.' 

His son, Hashim Hunein, brings out a list of demands they presented to Paul Bremer, the US administrator in Iraq, for their village of 1,500 families: a health centre; a new station for drinking water; paved roads; primary and secondary schools; a new bridge; a rehabilitated electrical grid; bring back the marshes. The list goes on. 

'When we met Bremer in June he said he would discuss this but we have not heard anything yet,' he says. 'They have to do something so we can show our people that the government is working.' 

Hashim takes us behind the diwan and shows fields they have begun tilling. This side of the dyke through the village is dry. 'We used to fish here but after 1988 this dried up,' he says referring to the dams built along the Euphrates. 'Turkey took the water.' 

Experts say farming in the marshes is problematic because of the high salt content of the water, but Hashim isn't worried. 

'We could grow anything here,' he says. 'Our hope is to bring back the marsh so we can farm ambar [a rare and expensive kind of rice]. But to do that the dams must be controlled. We need different levels for farming and for fishing.' 

Different farms need water at different times, he explains. The marshes are not only a delicate ecosystem but, for the people who live there, a vast and complex system of irrigation that must be tightly controlled. Reflooding will not solve their problems. 

With the often tense relations between the various Marsh Arab tribes and sub-tribes, it is clear the problem of the marshes is difficult to sort out. Then there are water disputes with Turkey and Syria. In Iraq, nothing is simple. 

'The Marsh Arabs were so glad about the war because there are no military attacks or forced displacement,' says Dr Ali Nasir Muthanna. 'But that is the only difference. The coalition forces and agencies give their attention to the cities. Nothing has been done to improve the condition of the Marsh Arabs.' 

Ali, who works with the London-based organisation Assisting Marsh Arabs and Refugees (Amar), has been conducting a survey of the Marsh Arabs. Seventy-two thousand remained in the marshes, he says, while the rest moved to cities and refugee camps. This displacement brings its own problems. 

'The conditions are different from before. If you want them to return to the marshes you will have to provide houses, electricity, schools, clean water supplies and health clinics. They have lived in the city and seen modern life. Without these, they will probably not return. The expense is not in the flooding - it is providing all the amenities for them to live.' 

Ali has advised the Coalition Provisional Authority to make an agreement with the tribes to protect the oil pipelines and foreign companies working in the area. Iran is rumoured to be offering $10,000 for the destruction of pipelines. 

'If they continue to neglect this area and the people have nothing to live on, they could cause problems. Iran could pay them to do something. Or they will loot or steal cars. It will take a time - we have to rehabilitate the people as well as the marshes.' 

On our way out of al-Juweibir, we stop and talk to a man putting a thick layer of tar on his grandfather's boat. Like Haider, he is pleased by the return of the water. 

'Thank God. We were in a bad condition - now we have food for free,' says Shaala Saya. 'This boat is all Saddam left us. I was in the army but now I have nothing so I will start fishing. But if I had another job, I wouldn't be doing this. Say hello to Bush - maybe he will give us something.' 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Japan Economic Newswire

October 21, 2003 Tuesday

UNEP calls for financial concerns to contribute to environment

      DATELINE: TOKYO, Oct. 21

The U.N. Environment Programme (UNEP) on Tuesday ended its two-day meeting in Tokyo with a

      declaration stressing important roles played by financial institutions for environmental protection. 

      The declaration adopted at the 2003 UNEP Finance Initiative Global Roundtable, which was held under the

      theme of 'Sustaining Value,' stresses that banks and other financial institutions should select targets of

      investment, loans and insurance by taking their effects on the social environment into account.

      The declaration said financial institutions should also promote products that can contribute to environmental

      protection, establish a corporate governance system paying attention to environmental protection, and

      strive to embrace sustainability.

      The U.N. agency will hold the next finance initiative roundtable in Boston in January 2005.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

SolarAccess.com News 

21 October 2003

UN Offers Renewable Energy Funding Initiative

Tokyo, Japan - October 21, 2003 [SolarAccess.com] The head of the United Nations Environment Programme

(UNEP) announced the launching of a Sustainable Energy Finance Initiative (SEFI) which he said was aimed

at engaging the finance sector to invest in renewable energy and energy efficiency. 

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told more than 600 bankers, financiers and members of the financial

sector in Tokyo for the UNEP Finance Initiative Global Roundtable that two of world's most pressing issues -

energy security and climate change - will not be solved "by the mindset that created them." "Instead of climate

change we need to create the climate for change," he said. 

According to a UNEP statement from Tokyo, Toepfer told the group that "although sustainable energy

technologies such as solar cells and wind turbines have advanced rapidly, the transaction costs and market

uncertainty of many renewable energy projects has led most financiers to adopt a 'wait-and-see' attitude,

which is compounded by an overall lack of information, experience and the tools needed to quantify, mitigate

and hedge project and financial product risks." 

He added that, "ýSEFI will help mainstream financiers overcome these barriers and consider renewable

energy and energy efficiency as not just niche investments, but key components of secure energy systems

based on truly sustainable forms of energy." 

Toepfer said that if the billions of dollars to be invested in new energy infrastructure in the next two decades

follows the fossil fuel "business as usual" mindset, the resulting serious and irreparable environmental and

social harm could dramatically affect the health of human societies, economies and the ecosystems on which

they depend. 

"For developing countries, in particular, the reliance on fossil fuels and centralized infrastructure will not serve

the vast majority of people in rural areas where the economic benefits of a modern energy system are elusive,

although the environmental costs from using low quality fuels such as dung, coal and kerosene are not," he

said.

Copyright © 2003 - SolarAccess.com - All Rights Reserved

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Australian Financial Review

22 October 2003

Winners of UNEP Finance Initiatives Award

BT Financial Group and the Public Sector and Commonwealth Super Schemes won a socially responsible

      investment award from United Nations Environment Programme Finance Initiatives yesterday. Judged by

      an international committee, the award recognises corporate activity in sustainability and socially responsible  investment. "This provides further encouragement for our investment community," the chief executive of  PSS/CSS, Steve Gibbs, said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Panafrican News Agency (PANA) Daily Newswire 

October 17, 2003 

African countries in race to phase out leaded fuel 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - An international effort to phase lead out of petrol in Africa is gathering pace as

      more and more countries develop and implement action plans for switching to unleaded gasoline. The move

      to remove lead from petrol in Africa accelerated after the issue was given backing at last year's World

      Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) with the launch of the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles.

      Removing lead from gasoline is one of the key goals of the partnership, an alliance between the oil and

      vehicles industry, African and international non-governmental organisations, the United Nations (including

      UNEP), other international organisations and governments. 

      Delegates, attending a meeting of the partnership in the Kenyan capital Nairobi, heard that Ethiopia, Ghana

      and Mauritania, have become some of the latest countries to join the continent-wide effort. The three

      st0ates have set a date of January 2004 for removing lead from their road vehicle fuels. Many southern

      African countries are expected to announce the development of similar national strategies following a last

      week's workshop held in Cape Town, South Africa. 

      It mirrors actions, already underway in many East and West African countries, following phase-out

      workshops last year. 

      The countries of Central Africa are expected to join in the effort soon as a result of a workshop planned for

      early in 2004. 

      Colour-coded maps detailing the penetration of unleaded fuel since 2001 will highlight the impact of the

      initiative. 

      The maps, which are gradually turning blue as leaded petrol is withdrawn in favour of unleaded fuels, show

      the steady and accelerating progress in West, East and Southern Africa. 

      They indicate that the continent is on track for a complete phase-out of leaded fuel by 2005 or, as will be

      the case in some countries like South Africa, early 2006. The wider goals of the partnership are to improve

      air quality generally across the developing world by encouraging the deployment of cleaner fuels, such as

      unleaded and low sulphur petrol and diesel, and improved technologies such as catalytic converters that can

      significantly cut exhaust fumes. 

      For example UNEP, working with the Government of the Netherlands, will provide direct support to seven

      African countries to support their air improvement plans. 

      Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's Executive Director, said: "Air quality is a serious health issue in many parts of the

      world and the removal of lead from gasoline can make a real difference to the local environment. 

      "Having unleaded gasoline available at the pumps means that catalytic converters can be fitted to vehicles,

      thereby reducing emissions that can contribute to health problems. This has already happened in Western

      Europe, North America, parts of the Far East and elsewhere. 

      "But much of Africa, mainly for technological reasons, a lack of awareness of the health risks and

      misconceptions about the impact of unleaded fuels on engines, has lagged behind. 

      "However, partly because of work already under way and the new impetus from the global Partnership for

      Clean Fuels and Vehicles, the situation is rapidly changing and a lead free Africa is in sight. 

      "I am pleased to announce that Phase II of this important programme is now getting underway to provide

      direct support to national governments to develop and implement national action plans," he said. 

      The WSSD and its plan of implementation has targets and timetables for a wide range of sustainable

      development issues. It calls for the rapid, global phasing out of leaded petrol. The work is also being guided

      by the Dakar Declaration of June 2002 in which countries backed a phase out of lead in petrol by 2005.

      Nearly 2.5 million US dollars has been pledged by partners for this. UNEP is acting as a "clearing house,"

      through which the various partners will be gathering and exchanging information on key issues, including the

      status of phase-outs in developing countries. 

      UNEP is also assisting in developing and implementing action plans, organising workshops to help countries

      phase out lead in petrol as well as promote cleaner fuels and vehicles in general, bring in new partners and

      develop and distribute fact packs and other information materials to assist countries in informing consumers

      on the argument in favour of unleaded fuels. __________________________________________________________________________________________

AFP

La Tanzanie demande la permission de vendre une partie de ses stocks d'ivoire 

DAR ES SALAAM, 18 oct (AFP) - La Tanzanie a demandé la permission de la Convention sur le commerce international des espèces de faune et de flore sauvages menacées d'extinction (CITES) d'écouler une partie de ses 80.000 tonnes de défense d'éléphant en réserve, ont annoncé samedi des responsables. 

"Nous cherchons à obtenir une permission pour pouvoir vendre ces défenses (d'élephant en ivoire) pour aider au développement économique du pays", a expliqué à l'AFP, Felix Lyimo, l'assistant du directeur de la division consacrée à la vie sauvage au sein du ministère des ressources naturelles et du tourisme. 

Ces dix dernières années, l'ivoire a été l'objet d'un important braconnage ou extrait des carcasses d'élephant morts de cause naturelle, a-t-il ajouté. 

Selon la CITES, les éléphants sont une espèce intégralement protégée depuis 1989, et le commerce de l'ivoire extrait de ses défenses est strictement interdit. Mais en novembre dernier, la 12ème conférence de la CITES, qui se tenait à Santiago (Chili) a accordé une autorisation à la Namibie, à l'Afrique du sud et au Botswana pour vendre une partie de leurs réserves d'ivoire. 

La CITES, ou Convention de Washington, signée en 1973, est un outil de réglementation commerciale répertoriant les différents animaux ou végétaux dans trois catégories (sous forme d'annexes), en fonction du danger que leur vente ferait peser sur leur survie. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

New York Times

PRIVATE
Panel OKs pesticide-ban exemptions

By Andrew C. Revkin
NEW YORK TIMES

An international panel of experts has approved the Bush administration's request for broad exemptions to a ban on methyl bromide, a pesticide that is popular with agricultural businesses but damages the earth's protective ozone layer.

The ban, which applies to industrialized countries, is scheduled to take effect in 2005 under the Montreal Protocol, the 1987 treaty to eliminate various chemicals that destroy ozone.

The panel, a group of experts assembled by the United Nations, can recommend exemptions where it finds that substitute chemicals would be unsafe or cost too much.

In a report released over the weekend, the panel recommended a number of exemptions for the United States and a dozen much smaller countries.

The largest were for American tomato and strawberry growers, who together are seeking to continue using more than 5,000 tons of methyl bromide a year after the ban takes effect.

Other exemptions were for golf courses, flower growers, honey producers and agricultural universities.

The panel said it granted these and other exemptions with reservations, in the absence of hard data on possible substitutes.

Still, it said alternative chemicals were already being used on these crops elsewhere and wrote that it "could not determine why some of these alternatives were not feasible."

Environmental groups say the United States and some other countries are threatening to undermine the treaty by seeking too many such exemptions, often as a favor to business interests.

But on Monday, administration officials cited the panel's action as proof that its requests were justified.

Experts on the treaty said the panel's recommendations were likely to strongly influence debate on the exemptions at the next meeting of treaty parties, which takes place in Nairobi, Kenya, next month

The analysis of the "critical use nominations" is on a U.N. Web site, www.unep.org/ozone.

The panel wrote that the extent of exemptions being sought by some of the world's wealthiest countries could slow development of less harmful substitutes and discourage poorer countries from moving speedily to adopt substitutes.

A member of the panel, who spoke only on the condition of anonymity, said, "The willingness of developing countries to follow through is going to be undermined by seeing the United States and other countries faltering and pulling back."

But John F. Turner, an assistant secretary of state for international environmental and scientific affairs, defended the American position.

"We're committed to the Montreal Protocol and committed to the phase-out of methyl bromide and finding alternatives," he said. "But we balance that quite frankly with protecting some critical jobs and products, which are important to American businesses and American consumers."


__________________________________________________________________________
South China Morning Post

October 18, 2003

Could this be World War H2O?

      BYLINE: While some experts predict the global water shortage will cause the next world war, others see it

      as an inducement towards peaceful negotiation, writes Peter Kammerer

Of the world's problems, the declining quantity and quality of our water is the most serious. Rising numbers

      of influential people believe the increasing scarcity of this essential resource will cause a major war this

      century.

      The facts are alarming. United Nations figures show that a third of the world's people - more than two

      billion, mostly in Asia and Africa - do not have a reliable, safe supply of fresh water for drinking and

      sanitation. About five million die each year from water-borne illnesses.

      Water supplies are drying up, the statistics warn. Growing numbers of people, environmental pollution and

      global warming are expected to reduce the average person's water supply by a third over the next 20 years.

      The UN has long considered water a critical resource for sustainable economic growth and human

      development. Former UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros -Ghali emphasised the point earlier this year

      when he said water would be "more important than oil this century".

      This view is shared by other world statesmen. Former Philippine president Fidel Ramos said during a visit to

      Hong Kong last month that he believed the growing water crisis would cause the next world war. "It's not

      going to start from oil, nuclear weapons or US policy," he said. "Singapore and the Philippines are doing well

      with water, but the River Jordan is serving six countries already at loggerheads with each other. So where

      will the water come from later on?"

      A similar sentiment was expressed by former Soviet Union president Mikhail Gorbachev at the Third World

      Water Forum in Japan in March. Outlining the history of water conflict around the world, he said there had

      been 21 armed disputes over the resource in recent decades. Of those, 18 had involved Israel and its Arab

      neighbours.

      Proponents of the theory that water scarcity will lead to an armed world conflict frequently point to the

      Six-Day War in the Middle East in June 1967. They claim Israel's thirst for water for the growing numbers of

      people in the deserts of the Jewish homeland led to it wresting the Gaza Strip from Egypt, the West Bank

      from Jordan and the Golan Heights from Syria.

      Water sharing is a central part of negotiations for the creation of a Palestinian state. Under international

      law, Israel is required to provide water to Palestinians. Supplies are drawn from the Jordan River, the Sea of

      Galilee and two groundwater sources.

      Palestinians accuse Israel of taking advantage of its control of the West Bank to exploit dwindling water

      supplies for its own gain. They claim they are being denied the amounts of water they require and that

      projects such as the construction of a security fence in the West Bank are intended as much to deprive

      them of the resource as to prevent suicide bombings. Human rights groups back their allegations. Many

      Palestinians remain unconnected to any water infrastructure, while Israelis living in West Bank settlements

      use four times as much water as their Palestinian neighbours.

      With two-fifths of the world's people facing serious shortages, and water -borne diseases responsible for

      half of those in hospital beds, such conflicts are far from rare - though they are not normally on such a

      potentially explosive scale.

      India and Bangladesh have held 35 meetings, but so far have failed to reach an agreement on New Delhi's

      plans to link its northeast rivers, the Ganga and Brahmaputra. Bangladeshi officials claim the proposal would

      turn extensive areas of their flood-prone country into a desert.

      One of southern Africa's poorest nations, Namibia, plans to build a massive dam on its borders with Botswana

      and Angola to generate hydroelectric power, which it intends to sell to the region. The project has angered

      tribes that will be displaced, tourists and tour operators decrying the loss of the scenic Papa Falls, and

      environmentalists and farmers in Botswana who believe life -sustaining sediment will be prevented from

      reaching the wildlife- and agriculture-rich delta of the Kunene River.

      Dams are often causes for clashes between governments, people forced to move and environmentalists.

      Their construction was the driving force behind the creation of the Mekong River Commission, an

      inter-government agency established by Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam in April 1995 to manage the

      waterway often referred to as the lifeblood of the region.

      Such pacts are proof that countries are more likely to talk rather than go to war over water, American

      geoscientist Aaron Wolf believes. The Oregon State University associate professor of geography's research

      focuses on the interaction between water science and policy. A project he did with the UN Environment

      Programme listed 400 water-sharing treaties signed over the past 4,500 years. Just one war was

      determined to have been fought over water - in Mesopotamia in 2,500 BC

      "From all the work I've been doing, all I see is a really, really rich record of people who don't like each other

      being induced to talk about water," Dr Wolf said on Tuesday. "If you look at the people who have signed

      agreements - Israelis and Palestinians, Indians and Pakistanis, and all the countries in the Nile River basin -

      this is something that has brought historic enemies to the table to negotiate."

      He agreed that the increasing scarcity of fresh water is leading to widespread human and ecosystem

      devastation. But he argued the mounting death toll from a lack of access to safe and stable water supplies

      would not come as a result of war.

      "As scarcity develops, more and more people are going to die, and more and more ecosystems are going to

      become unviable," he said, "but I don't see that people need to go to war or that that is the issue."

      Politicians who make such comments tend to have a simplistic view of the water crisis, Dr Wolf believes.

      Similar views are rarely expressed by freshwater experts. Internationally-renowned expert on freshwater

      issues, Peter Gleick, agrees that a world war over water is unlikely.

      Politics of the highest magnitude were on show at the UN-organised World Summit on Sustainable

      Development in Johannesburg in September last year. World leaders agreed on a roadmap to halve the

      number of people in the world needing clean water and sanitation by 2015. That meant making fresh water

      available to an extra 300,000 people every day, sanitation to an extra 400,000.

      Experts believe governments in the developing world will fail to meet such targets because they are not

      willing to make the necessary financial commitments. Dr Gleick, president of the California-based Pacific

      Institute for Studies in Development, Environment and Security, is among the sceptics. "We're going to see

      more and more human misery associated with failure to meet basic needs for water," he said. "It doesn't

      have to be that way, but it's going to require much greater commitments than we've seen to date."

      With rich countries using 10 times as much water as poor ones, some analysts argue it is a matter of greed

      more than need. The world cannot increase its supply of fresh water - it can only change the way it uses

      and distributes it. Water suitable for drinking, washing, agriculture and industry makes up just 2.5 per cent

      of global reserves. The rest is salt water in the oceans. Of the usable amount, 68.9 per cent is locked in

      glaciers and the polar ice caps, 30.8 per cent is ground water, and just 0.3 per cent is in lakes and rivers.

      Population growth, urbanisation, industrialisation and global warming are imposing increasing demands on

      available water. The growing imbalance between supply and demand has led to shortages, competition,

      pollution and environmental degradation.

      Asia has the world's lowest per capita availability of fresh water, according to the UN. It says about half the

      region's population lives with severe water stress, particularly in Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and South

      Korea. Rivers such as the Yellow in China, Ganges in India, and Amu and Syr Darya in central Asia top the

      list of the world's most polluted. Inadequate water supply and poor sanitation cause more than 500,000

      infant deaths in the Asia-Pacific region each year.

      Much of the region depends on groundwater, which is rapidly being depleted because of increased irrigation

      needs and urbanisation. Buildings and roads are covering catchment areas, and water is running off into

      waterways instead of percolating into the soil. Falling levels mean ground water often becomes

      contaminated, especially in coastal areas, where salt water seeps into the system. Disappearing ground

      water is also causing some of the region's biggest cities to sink. Shanghai is sinking at a rate of 2.5cm a

      year, Xinhua reported. The land on which the city's Pudong industrial area is located is straining under the

      weight of 3,000 buildings over 18 storeys. The north -eastern Chinese city of Tianjin was reported last year

      to have sunk two metres over the previous decade. Some parts of Bangkok, are said to be sinking at a rate

      of 90cm a year.

      Climate change is causing extreme weather patterns, with some areas getting drier and others wetter.

      Scientists say rain is often falling in bigger drops in more frequent and bigger downpours, causing floods that

      mean less water seeps into underground systems. In some parts of the world, the water table - the level

      below which the ground is saturated with water - is declining at a rate of between one and three metres a

      year because of heavy ground water usage, British Geological Survey hydrologist John Chilton said from his

      office near London on Thursday.

      High population densities and heavy use of water are also taxing resources in the developed world, in

      locations as widespread as southeast England, southern Europe and the western United States. The

      difference between them and countries such as India is that developed countries can afford to pay to

      manage water more effectively, Chilton added.

      "From an absolute quantity point of view, there is enough water in the world," he said. "There are some

      issues about how it is distributed geographically and with time - that's the problem. Water resources don't

      tally with the population distribution - there are a lot of people living in areas where there isn't really enough

      water."

      Senior researcher with the Worldwatch Institute in Amherst in the US state of Massachusetts, Sandra

      Postel, prefers to characterise the problem as one of water stress rather than crisis. The author of Pillars of

      Sand: Can The Irrigation Miracle Last?, Lost Oasis and the recently published Rivers For Life said the

      challenge for governments would be mobilising enough fresh water to meet the needs of three billion people

      in countries where there would be a shortfall in supplies.

      "A big way that countries can respond to that challenge is to stop growing their own food, which is far and

      away the biggest user of water," Dr Postel said, suggesting a possible solution. "They should begin to look to

      international markets to import their food. We're beginning to see that happen and the issue is more

      countries doing it, such as those with large populations." All had been self-sufficient in food, but now faced

      serious water problems that would impact food production capabilities. Most countries were finding it was

      more economically sensible to move water from agriculture and use it for expanding industries, she said.

      Improved water management may be one solution, but that does not solve the problem of inequities

      between rich and poor. The UN's goal is that every person in the world should have 25 to 30 litres of water

      a day. Europeans and Americans are using between 250 and 500 litres each day. Convincing rich countries

      to provide the necessary funding and expertise to quench the thirst of the poor remains the biggest

      challenge.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

EPA Opts Not to Regulate Dioxins in Sewage Sludge 

                      By J.R. Pegg

WASHINGTON, DC, October 21, 2003 (ENS) - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has decided not regulate dioxins in sewage sludge   that is applied as fertilizer. The agency says the presence of dioxins in the sludge does not pose a significant risk to human health or the environment,   but critics say the decision is irresponsible. 

                      "The EPA is required by law to protect the public from toxic pollutants like dioxins," said Nancy Stoner, director of the Natural Resources Defense Council's (NRDC) Clean Water Project. "This decision shows the agency under this administration has forgotten its mission." 

                      It was a lawsuit filed more than a decade ago by the NRDC and Oregon environmentalists that prompted the EPA's action on the issue. Part of the settlement agreement ordered the agency to announce a final regulation by October 18, 2003. 

                      There is little doubt that dioxins, which are persistent organic pollutants produced by waste incineration and other industrial processes, can present  serious health and environmental concerns. 

                      These toxics are known to cause cancer and diabetes, damage neurological,  immune and endocrine systems - Americans generally have a cancer risk of  one in 10,000 from the dioxins they already have in their bodies. 

                      More than 3 million tons of treated sewage  sludge are applied to U.S. land as fertilizer.

                      Dioxins accumulate in the body fat  of animals and people - and in  sewage sludge. This sludge, which is the byproduct of the treatment  processes that purifies wastewater,  is the second largest source of dioxin exposure in the United States after  backyard burning of garbage. 

                      Under a 1993 Clean Water Act rule, sewage sludge can be applied to land if it is sufficiently treated to limit concentrations of certain chemicals and reduce  disease causing pathogens. 

                      Some 5.6 million tons of sewage sludge are used or disposed of annually in  the United States, with some 60 percent applied as fertilizer to farms, parks, golf courses, lawns and forests. 

                      In its decision issued Friday, the agency said new analysis shows the risks  from dioxins in sewage sludge are too low to justify regulation, in particular amid data that indicates dioxin levels in treated sewage sludge are declining. 

                      The move abandons a 1999 proposal by the agency to add dioxin limits to the standards governing the chemical concentrations of land applied sewage sludge. 

                      The EPA's decision drew support from the Association of Metropolitan Sewerage Agencies (AMSA), which says the agency's analysis reflects its own. 

                      "This final rule reaffirms that sound science remains the bedrock on which solid environmental policy is made," said AMSA's Executive Director Ken Kirk. "The science behind EPA's decision is compelling." 

                                               Some municipalities apply treated sewage sludge - known as biosolids - to forests. 

The agency cited a statistical model for individuals they consider the most highly exposed, defined as "people who apply sewage sludge as a fertilizer to their crops and animal feed, and consume their own crops and meat products over their entire lifetimes." 

                                               The EPA's analysis showed that for this theoretical population, "only 0.0003 new                                               cases of cancer could be expected each year or only 0.22 new cases of cancer over a span of 70 years." 

                                               "The risk to people in the general population of new cancer cases resulting from sewage sludge containing dioxin is even smaller due to lower exposures to dioxin in land-applied sewage                      sludge than the highly exposed farm family which EPA modeled," according to the agency. 

                      But there is more to the issue than the cancer risk, Stoner says. 

                      "The EPA itself has said that the non cancer risks of dioxins are so high that it can not even calculate a 'safe' or acceptable level of exposure," she said. "To  us that says EPA should keep dioxins out of our food, and that means, among other things, regulating sewage sludge." 

                      Critics add that a 2002 report by the National Research Council found a lack of  health related information about populations exposed to treated sewage  sludge. The report described the EPA's standards that govern land application of the material as based on outdated science. __________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

22 October 2003

China Still in Dark Over SARS Origins

  HANOI - China remains mystified over how a deadly flu-like virus emerged in its southern provinces late last year, but is  ready to sound the alarm quickly and combat the disease should it reemerge, a health official said this week. 

  "We still don't how the disease transmitted very quickly from the south to deep northeast (of China)," said Dr. Xiao Donglou, deputy director of the Department of Disease Control in China's Ministry of Health. 

  Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) claimed nearly 800 lives worldwide before it was put under control about  three months ago. Experts fear a reappearance of the virus, perhaps as winter approaches. 

  China learned some hard lessons from the virus, which infected more than 5,300 and killed 349 in the country. Beijing was  criticized for delays and hiding the extent of the outbreak from the world. Donglou appeared intent to put those concerns  to rest at a SARS conference in Hanoi. 

  New measures in place include mandatory daily reports from each province to the Ministry of Health, "even if there are no  SARS cases," he told the gathering of health officials from affected countries and multilateral agencies. 

  Beijing has also set deadlines for reporting SARS cases to authorities - two hours for city hospitals and six hours for country hospitals from the time of diagnosis. All hospitals with Web Sites must also post the information on the sites, he  said. 

  While countries hit by SARS are better prepared to deal with any fresh outbreaks, experts said many questions remain,  including whether animals are part of the infection chain. 

  China's consumption of wild game, including civet cats, was explored as one possible explanation for the spread of the  disease in its southern provinces. 

  "The issue of animal reservoirs is still alive," said Dr. Peter Horby, medical epidemiologist at the World Health

  Organization's Hanoi office. 

  Story Date: 22/10/2003

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP /UN in the news

Kenyan study reveals high level of lead in soil, vegetables 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A joint research conducted by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology levels in urban areas in both soil and in vegetables, with the higher concentrations linked vehicle fumes. For example, lead concentrations in the soils of Nairobi Central Business District are, on the average, 250,000 microgrammes per kilogramme. In Thika, a smaller urban area, they are around 140,000 microgrammes per kilogramme, whereas in the rural town of Ithanga, lead levels are negligible, said the study done in conjunction with Dr. A. O. Makokha of JKUAT. Tests on kale leaves, a popular staple vegetable known locally as "sukuma wiki" (or "push the week") show similar patterns. Samples of this popular vegetable, bought from stalls in Nairobi's Central Business District, show lead concentrations of about 5,000 microgramme's per kilogramme, which is substantially above the World Health Organization limit of 300 microgrammes per kilogramme. In Thika, lead concentrations on kale were on average just over 2,000 microgrammes per kilogramme, while the reference point of Ithanga area shows almost negligible levels of lead in kale, said the study which was unveiled this week to coincide with a wider one indicating the global impact of the metal, commonly found in gasoline. As part of its global campaign against leaded gasoline, UNEP is assisting in developing and implementing action plans, and organizing workshops to help countries phase out lead in petrol as well as promote cleaner fuels and vehicles in general, bring in new partners and develop and distribute fact packs and other information materials to assist countries in informing consumers on the argument in favour of unleaded fuels.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng017281&dte=21/10/2003
FAO warns on imminent locust invasion parts of Africa 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has warned of impending desert locust outbreaks in Mauritania, Niger, Sudan and surrounding areas saying the insects may be a threat to crops and plants in the region. In a press release Tuesday, the FAO said locusts had already been reported in northwestern Mauritania, northern Niger and northeastern Sudan. The FAO issued an alert to the affected governments and the international donor community to take precautionary measures, saying swarms of the migratory insect can devastate crops as they fly in great numbers in search of food. "They are beginning to concentrate themselves into groups characteristic of an outbreak," the FAO's Locust Group said, warning: "we need to address the problem now, before the situation deteriorates." As the rainy season ends and green areas shrink, locusts tend to group together in the little remaining green vegetation, change appearance and start acting as a group.  When they begin to take on group characteristics young, wingless locusts, known as "hoppers," march together in search of food. "If the situation worsens this migratory pest may move northwards across northern Mauritania into Morocco, from Sudan towards the Red Sea and from Mali and Niger into Southern Algeria," the FAO Locust Group warned.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng017217&dte=21/10/2003
 General Environmental news

Experts Alarmed By Diminishing Species of Fish

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The Sh6 billion-a-year fish industry is under threat from declining fish species in Lake Victoria, experts warn. And the scientists proposed several measures to reverse the trend. They include controlled fishing periods - to be enforced by regional governments - to protect the lake's biodiversity. Recent studies showed that of the 300,000 original fish types, only three dominant species remained. Experts said there was a marked decline in fisheries resources in Africa's largest fresh water lake, posing a serious threat to the lucrative industry that employs an upwards of 150,000 people. They said that apart from a significant decline in fish catches, there were worrying trends of a general decline in stocks of certain species. In a fisheries study document, Critical Requirements for Management and Optimization of Benefits from Fisheries in Lake Victoria, regional countries have been told to re-evaluate relevant laws and institutions. The study depicted an industry reeling under intense pressure because of excessive fishing through either trawling or the use of illegal fishing gear. During an international fisheries conference in Kisumu last week, it was revealed that only three fish species remained out of the lake's original cluster of more than 300,000 species. Experts said the fish habitat had deteriorated due to excessive nutrient inputs and contaminants.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310210694.html
United States Serious About Preserving African Forests

United States Department of State (Washington, DC): The Bush Administration is serious about helping Africans preserve one of the continent's diminishing resources -- its ancient forests -- according to Jeffrey M. Burnam, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs Speaking at the Africa Forest Law Enforcement and Governance Ministerial Conference (AFLEG) held in Yaounde October 13-16, the official told the conferees, "Your forest and wildlife resources are of global significance. Their protection, conservation, and sustainable use are essential not only to economic development but to the quality of life in Africa and indeed in the world." According to Burnam, "Forest law enforcement and governance are the foundation upon which all-real forest conservation must rest. Governments must have the will and the capacity to administer and enforce their forest and wildlife plans, to effectively manage parks and protected areas, and to ensure that forest concessionaires respect the law." The significance of the AFLEG meeting, however, will ultimately "depend upon the results that it produces and encourages," Burnam concluded. "Commitments are important only to the extent that they lead to concrete actions by all of us to address the difficult and complex issues [of conservation] that we have discussed this week." In Africa, he said, "under [the Bush] administration, funding for the Tropical Forest Conservation Act has doubled and two new forest conservation initiatives have been launched -- the Congo Basin Forest Partnership and the President s initiative to help developing countries address the problem of illegal logging and associated trade, including wildlife issues." He said the U.S. Government can "provide technical and capacity building assistance, help in promoting Eco-tourism, expertise in park and forest management, landscape planning, and assistance to local communities, who must be actively involved in any successful forest conservation project."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200310210652.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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www.tierramerica
'Natural gas is our hope, our future'

By Diego Cevallos*
"We are not looking for a coup. We are defending our fossil fuels," Evo Morales, a lawmaker and indigenous and peasant leader, said in dialogue with Tierramérica about the recent unrest in Bolivia.
MEXICO CITY - A natural resource -- gas -- is one of the causes of the unrest that has led to the deaths of more than 70 people in Bolivia and prompted the president to resign. 

Evo Morales, 43, an Aymara Indian and a leader of the opposition movement, says that defending "the people's" ownership of Bolivian natural gas is the only means to overcoming the country's entrenched poverty. 

But what began in September as the peasant movement's opposition to the government's plan to sell natural gas to the United States and Mexico turned into a massive uprising demanding the resignation of president Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada, blamed for the dozens of deaths in the security forces' crackdown on the protests. 

Backed into the corner, Sánchez de Lozada announced on Oct. 15 that a referendum would be held on the issue of natural gas exports, but the protesters rejected the proposal and continued their demands that he step down. Vice-President Carlos Mesa succeeded him after his resignation on Oct. 17. 

"We will not give up. Natural gas is our hope, it is our future," and it must not be handed over to the transnationals like the government planned, said Morales. 

Morales, a leader of Bolivia's coca-growers, former presidential candidate in 2002 for MAS (Movement Towards Socialism) -- losing in a very close race -- spoke with Tierramérica in a dialogue via telephone last week from La Paz, just prior to Sánchez de Lozada's resignation. 


-- The government's plan to export gas with the consortium Pacific LNG would generate more than 260 million dollars a year for Bolivia, according to various studies. Why are the Bolivian people protesting? 
-- We can't go on being a country that sells raw materials without industrialization. Selling natural gas under the conditions that the government wants to, in the hands of the transnational corporations, would only benefit Bolivia with 50 million dollars a year. But if as a country we recover it, we industrialize and export the gas, Bolivia would see 300 million dollars a year. Natural gas is our hope. Natural gas is our future. That is why the protests have reached their current level. The people have taken on the defense of their fossil fuels. 

-- What type of alternative management for natural gas do you propose? 
-- The people have demanded that the government return natural gas and fossil fuels to the Bolivians. This would entail the revision of some laws, the annulment of decrees and, in particular, the revocation of contracts with the transnational oil companies. 

-- Is this only about natural gas? There are demands for altering the country's economic model and the president's resignation. Democracy appears to be on tenterhooks. 
-- Defending democracy means demanding the resignation of Sánchez de Lozada. Consolidating democracy is recuperating our fossil fuels. Imagine, the constitution says that the fossil fuels are property of the Bolivian state. But the government issued a decree that says the transnationals acquire those property rights. That is unconstitutional. If we talk about democratic institutions, it is the organized Bolivian people who defend institutions and democracy. 

-- The government accuses you of being coup leaders and guilty of treason, and that you are only using the natural gas question as a pretext. 
-- The only coup leader is Sánchez de Lozada, the only one who has committed treason is him, for all those deaths he has left as the result of a crackdown against a legitimate social movement. 

-- There are also accusations that you are being financed by subversive groups from Peru and Colombia. 
-- Where is the evidence? They have not proved it. 

-- You see no other option than the president's resignation? 
-- The response to our demand has been bullets and death and injuries, tanks, helicopters and massacres. It is the butchery of Sánchez de Lozada. That is why the people demand that he leave. There is no going back. 

-- With the president's resignation, what comes next? 
-- The people will decide who the next president will be, in the framework of the law. We are going to denounce Sánchez de Lozada national and internationally for genocide and crimes against humanity -- him and many of his ministers and former ministers. We want to see them in a maximum-security prison. 

--Will the president be forced out? How much longer will he remain in his post? 
-- In a matter of hours he'll abandon the presidency. The government is staking its bets on the exhaustion of the people, but I am convinced that they will not give in. The miners, the peasants, the entire population is rising up to seek vengeance against the assassins and to defend their natural resource. I want to tell Sánchez de Lozada and his family that they must not jeopardize the country, that they must stop the killing. He must resign; he must leave the presidency so that peace and tranquility return to Bolivia. 

Agencia de Noticias de la Amazonia

PLAN COLOMBIA AFFECTS PROJECTS IN THE AMAZON
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"The problems of the Ecuadorian Amazon in the last years have increased with the execution of the Plan Colombia", Fernando Ormaza, projects official of the Fondo Ecuatoriano Populorum Progressio FEPP affirms, in dialogue with Agenot on the works of this organism in the region.   

The FEPP with the support of national and international organizations develops around 100 projects in the whole country and in the Amazon region it assists two important areas: Lago Agrio and Coca. Its projects are directed to indigenous communities such as Sionas, Secoyas, Cofanes, kichwas and to peasant colonists organized and are focused on strategies of conservation of the natural resources and of profitable production.  

However, FEPP´s work in Lago Agrio, Ormaza says, has been hindered by the several social conflicts caused by the problems of the neighboring country.  "Lago became an area of illicit currency; a drug dealer goes to Sacha or Shushufindi and  negotiates a property that usually costs 12 thousand dollars in 60 or 70 thousand dollars", the official of the organism says.   

The landscape of this region of the Ecuadorian Amazon worsens with the problem of the Colombian displaced that come to the country to work: "The peasants of the area are enraged because the usual earnings in Lago Agrio reach 7 dollars a day, but the Colombian peasants that run away from the guerrilla work for 2 dollars a day. For the Ecuadorian peasant the competition to have a work position becomes a serious problem; this implies that the peasant leaves his lands and the increasing of migration; we are working in areas where most of the people have left" the official of projects of FEPP states when speaking of the difficulties of the institution work.   

Furthermore, the fumigations of illicit are also part of the social problems of the area. "Fumigations have consequences", Ormaza says, "however the State wants to ignore the problem stating that fumigations don't affect human beings, neither animals nor plants which is completely wrong, we have pictures of peasants that lost their whole crops due to fumigations". And this becomes an obstacle for the FEPP for "the credits that FEPP grants cannot be recovered because the crops are destroyed."   

However, this NGO continues carrying out efforts to lead an integral, sustainable development process able to benefit the excluded population. Therefore, in Lago Agrio FEPP focuses on consolidating the rural indigenous and color people federations and organizations and on their participation in local development; and it the area of human rights FEPP supports the Colombian refugees together with ACNUR: "We support the refugees so that they can practice licit activities not as profitable as coca crops but that give them an alternative of life; and we offer them psychological attendance", Ormaza states.  

The situation in Coca is less tense and allows an easier development of the FEPP´s projects that are being executed since 1984. One of the most important projects in the region is the  conservation and sustainable handling of the natural resources in Yasuní National Park that has the support of the Netherlands Embassy and began in 1996.  

The project of Coca has a great impact regarding sustainable development for it has taken into account the conservation of this protected area, but at the same time the economic development of people that inhabit the region. Therefore, the institution has lead production processes to assure  self -consumption and incomes for the families.

ENVIRONMENTAL TRIAL IN ECUADOR AGAINST CHEVRON TEXACO  
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Today begins in Nueva Loja, main city of the Amazonian province Sucumbíos, the so called "Environmental Trial of the Century", of 50,000 indigenous and colonists of the Ecuadorian Amazon against the oil company Chevron Texaco.   It is the first time that an American oil company is forced by a United States Court to accept the verdict of a Latin American country.  

The plaintiffs claim before the Court of Justice 1.500 million dollars compensation for the environmental and human damages caused during the works of the oil company in Ecuador that lasted 28 years (1964-1992); and the payment of 10 percent of the cost for compensations for those affected.    

 

According to the demand, more than 464 million barrels of water were not appropriately treated or processed  to return to their natural state, for what rivers, lagoons and natural sources of water were polluted.  Therefore, many people would have died of cancer and several plants and animals would have extinguished.  

In fact, the lagoons where Texaco deposited the residual waters or the oil -extracted in its operations qualified of non technical and that affected the indigenous communities Sionas, Secoyas, Cofanes, Kichwas and Shuaras- can still be seen. The plaintiffs claim the cleaning of 351 oil wells; as well as rivers, estuaries, swamps and artificial ponds in the northern area of the Amazon.  The oil company states that remediation works have already been carried out in the area.  However, the plaintiffs consider that these have been neither effective nor enough. 

From 1993 the trial was known in the courts of Texas and New York, however, the North American judges established that, due to the nature and characteristics of the litigation, it should be solved by  Ecuadorian judges.  On May 15th 2003, the justice of Ecuador accepted the demand against the oil company.    

This morning, hundred of indigenous people, peasants, members of environmentalist and human rights organizations met in New Loja start a protest before the trial begins.  The expectation on the trial has also summoned officials of the oil company, lawyers and journalists from Ecuador and the rest of the world (CNN television, the New York Times, The Angeles Times and Sacramento News from the United States  and CBS, and BBC from Europe are present) transforming the life of the small city, into a stage of a historical trial.  

 

INTERNATIONAL MEETING ENERGY, ATMOSPHERE AND POPULATIONS   

TO GENERATE TRUST AMONG THE ACTORS  
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Governments, industries and indigenous organizations discuss on the oil industry and sustainable development in the Amazon Basin, in the sixth tripartite meeting "Energy, Atmosphere and Population" carried out from today to October 22, in Quito, Ecuador. The meeting is summoned by the Latin American Organization of Energy, OLADE, the Coordinator of the Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin, COICA, the Regional Association of oil and natural gas Companies ARPEL, the World Bank; and has the support of the Ministry of Energy and Mines of Ecuador.  

At the opening, the representatives of the organisms that attend the meeting highlighted the importance of the dialogue among the different actors of the energy process to achieve a better environmental and social handling of the oil and gas operations that affect the indigenous people of the region.  

Gustavo Martínez, Secretary in charge of OLADE, ratified the need of supporting a dialogue that creates trust and agreements for the exploitation of the natural resources, with the aim of achieving a social and environmental sustainable development of the wealthiest region of the planet.  

On his side, Sebastián Manchineri, General Coordinator of the COICA expressed that his organization participates for 5 years in this dialogue hoping that the agreements improve the life conditions of the indigenous people of the Basin and he exposed 3 questions to be discussed in this meeting: the territorial security, the compensations that assure benefits to the indigenous people and the strengthening of the indigenous organizations.  

José García, General Secretary of ARPEL, in what he called a " self-criticism " said that the industry is taking conscience that " as the way things have been developed until now, and because dialogue has not be the main principle among the actors involved, our society and businesses are not sustainable. We should recognize that the way we are going through only thing increases the poverty of our people, of our countries, creating social and politic conflicts where there is not space for agreements". He added that a new paradigm that has to do with sustainability begins for the oil industry.  "The industry has made enormous efforts to have the minimum environmental impact where we operate, especially when those places have biodiversity that has the Amazon Basin... we want to be a responsible actor in the respect to the governments and to the indigenous people and other ethnic groups identities."    

The representative of the World Bank, Eleodoro Mayorga pointed out the achievements of the Program Energy, Atmosphere and Population in its 5 years of execution, among them the mutual knowledge and trust among the actors of the energy process and the environmental responsibility of the oil operations. He also mentioned, the objectives of this meeting that is looking for more specific  solutions for the sustainable development of the Basin.

 

 Business News (Puerto Rico)

Does tourism pose a huge threat to the environment?

   By Evelyn Guadalupe-Fajardo of Caribbean Business

   A boom in world tourism, particularly in the Caribbean, is posing a huge threat to some of the planet's

   most sensitive ecosystems, according to a new study.

   "Tourism & Biodiversity: Mapping Tourism's Global Footprint," a study by Conservation International

   (CI) and the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), examines the impacts of tourism on

   biological diversity. Biodiversity refers to all the living species on the planet and the ecological

   processes associated with them.

   According to the study, tourism development is usually rapid and unplanned, resulting in a complete

   transformation of the landscape in a short time and often leading to deforestation and drainage of

   wetlands. Such habitat disruption can result in significant loss of biodiversity.

   The problem is exacerbated by the fact that a lot of tourism occurs in fragile areas (coastal zones,

   mountains, protected areas) or in areas of high biodiversity. The very nature of the mainstay product of

   the tourism industry?sand, seas, and sun?highlights the fact that the industry is dependent on coastal

   areas.

   "If tourism development isn't controlled it could damage the ecosystem, but how can tourism compete

   and have little or no impact on the environment?" said Rick Newman, past president of the Puerto

   Rico Hotel & Tourism Association. "You can't stop progress; jobs must be provided. Tourism depends

   on the natural beauty of a destination for economic development, but there must be sustained growth

   without major damage."

   Over the past three decades, there have been major losses of virtually every kind of natural habitat,

   and the decline and extinction of species emerged as major environmental issues. About 24% of

   mammals and 12% of bird species are currently regarded as threatened globally.

   Humacao's Palmas del Mar resort community is undertaking conservation efforts.

   It collaborates with the University of Puerto Rico-Humacao on its Sea Grant Program to monitor

   coastal sea turtles and has hired a biologist, who recommends changes needed to support the various

   species in the community. Palmas del Mar plants and cultivates florae that are indigenous to the area,

   such as mangroves. The biologist also evaluates the resort's success in creating habitats to attract

   wildlife, particularly birds.

   "Our challenge is to create harmony between people and nature in order to preserve the unique

   Palmas experience," said Jaime Morgan Stubbe, president of Palmas del Mar Properties Inc. So great

   is the concern over the rate of species decline, and its implications for human welfare, that biodiversity

   was identified as one of the five priority areas at the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

   "Tourism has a huge potential for good or evil," said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United

   Nations Environment Program. "Tourism relies on stable, healthy communities and environments. It

   can't ruin the very wildlife and landscapes the visitors pay to see and then move on."

   Caribbean is a major hotspot

   CI has developed a strategy that focuses its attention on biodiversity hotspots around the world: the

   Caribbean (including Mexico), Brazil, South Africa, Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia. Hotspots are

   regions that harbor a great diversity of endemic species and, at the same time, have been significantly

   affected and altered by human activities.

   The hotspots contain 44% of all known endemic plant species and 35% of endemic species of birds,

   mammals, reptiles, and amphibians in only 1.4% of the planet's land area.

   The Caribbean is a good example of where the vast majority of tourism impacts happen?at the coast,

   often the site of endangered coral reefs. During a June visit to Puerto Rico, Jean-Michel Cousteau, son

   of famed ocean explorer Jacques Cousteau, said many of the area's coral reefs appeared to be dead.

   Scientists say that some 35% of the coral in Culebra has died since 1997.

   Another problem in the region is the high level of visitation (and sustained growth in visitation during

   the 1990s) but the low level of available freshwater.

   Water use is a particular problem of hotels, as tourist consumption of water is often many times higher

   than that of local residents. This can result in water shortages, degradation of water supplies, and

   increased wastewater discharge, all of which can affect wetlands.

   The problem is particularly acute in hot, dry countries where available resources can be in short

   supply, yet tourist demands on water (for swimming pools, showers,

etc.)

are high. The vast quantities

   of water required to maintain golf courses is another issue of concern. An average golf course soaks up

   at least 525,000 gallons of water per day, which can severely affect freshwater availability in certain

   areas.

   Willowbend Development Corp. has a nursery in Guayanilla that grows seashore paspalum, a

   warm-season, perennial, environmentally friendly grass. Seashore paspalum is said to be less

   demanding than other grasses, requiring less fertilizer than Bermuda grass, and less water and fewer

   pesticides when managed properly.

   "We searched high and low and found a grass that is actually new on the market and environmentally

   friendly," said Gregory Sherwood, president of PFP Golf Construction, an affiliate of Willowbend. "The

   grass requires less fertilizer, almost zero herbicides, and few insecticides. The best herbicide for this

   grass is to mow it, and we can use water from sewage treatment plants."

   Although tourism might be driven by the private sector, government policy instruments such as

   requirements for environmental impact statements (EIS) and management plans can be

   extraordinarily effective in ensuring that development takes place in an appropriate manner.

   In Puerto Rico, several hotel projects have encountered hurdles to developing the island's

   environmentally sensitive northeastern coast, including the lack of potable water service, the area's

   propensity to flood, and the fragile ecosystem. The projects have been meeting resistance from

   environmentalists, who instead envision a 3,200-acre strip of coastal land that, when combined with

   the Caribbean National Forest, better known as El Yunque, would become an environmental preserve.

   Jose Suarez, executive director of the Puerto Rico Tourism Co., agreed development on the island,

   not just by the tourism industry, hadn't placed much importance on environmental concerns. Recently,

   however, there has been growing sensitivity.

   There have been cases in which the Puerto Rico government of its own volition?not because

   environmentalists have strapped themselves to trees to prevent bulldozing?has rejected hotel

   developers' EIS as deficient.

   Most in the industry agree that tourism will require careful planning to avoid further negative

   consequences for biodiversity, according to the report. Tourism development should be guided by the

   principles associated with ecotourism: environmental sustainability, protection of nature, and concern

   for the wellbeing of local residents.

   "By creating private reserves; providing justification for existing and new national parks and protected

   areas; and building a local conservation constituency among the people who live closest to important

   biodiversity areas, tourism can have?and has had?a positive impact on biodiversity conservation,"

   Toepfer concludes.

   CI is a nonprofit, U.S.-based international organization whose mission is to preserve the planet's living

   natural heritage and global biodiversity.

   UNEP is an organization that encourages partnership in caring for the environment by inspecting,

   informing, and enabling nations and people to improve their quality of life without hurting that of

   future generations.

 ___________________________________________________________________________________
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UN, US need each other in relationship of ‘productive interdependence’ – Annan

*
Thailand donates 900 tons of rice for UN agency’s relief operations in Iraq

*
Annan, UN nuclear watchdog welcome Iran’s agreement to allow inspectors

*
Construction of Israeli separation barrier has speeded up, Security Council told

*
Annan warns cycle of Middle East violence reducing the option of negotiated peace

*
UN and Sierra Leonean forces begin joint border operations

*
Displaced persons in Liberia still stream into refugee camps – UN

*
ECOSOC President says humanitarian assistance will be overhauled

*
UN to stop sending aid workers to northern Somalia after 4th death

*
Four Serbian officers indicted by UN war crimes tribunal

*
UNICEF study finds one billion children in poverty

*
Wide attendance, focused attention needed for islands meeting – UN official

*
UN agencies and partners agree on coordinated response to helping AIDS orphans

*
UN rights expert to visit Haiti later this week

*
Memorials for UN staff to be unveiled on Friday

* * * * 

UN-US

21 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said that despite fears of a breakdown in international order, some of which he shares, “I believe profoundly that the United States and the United Nations need one another.”

“The relationship must be seen as one of productive interdependence,” Mr. Annan told an audience at the University of Pittsburgh, where he was delivering the ninth annual HJ Heinz Company Foundation Distinguished Lecture and was given an honorary degree.

“There is a widespread fear in the international community that some of the key assumptions on which international order has been based since 1945 may be breaking down. The war in Iraq upset a great many people because they saw two permanent members of the Security Council taking military action without the support of the council as a whole, or of the wider membership of the United Nations,” he said.

“I myself share those concerns,” he added.

Mr. Annan reminded the audience that he had told the General Assembly last month “it is not enough to denounce unilateralism, unless we also face up squarely to the concerns that make some States feel uniquely vulnerable, since it is those concerns that drive them to take unilateral action.”

And, he added today, “It is up to all those who believe in a collective system of security to show that these concerns, such as the fear of terrorists using weapons of mass destruction, can still be addressed more effectively through collective action.”

“I believe profoundly that the United States and the United Nations need one another. The United States needed the United Nations as an instrument to pursue peace in Cambodia, Mozambique, El Salvador, Sierra Leone, Kosovo, East Timor and many other war-torn countries. I doubt if any nation – even the United States – would have been willing or able to shoulder these burdens on its own. But equally, the United Nations could never have played the role it did in all these countries without the United States. The relationship must be seen as one of productive interdependence.”

Noting that the United States had sought, and achieved, an agreement in the Security Council on Iraq, the Secretary-General said, “I believe it did so because it recognized the need to engage with others and listen to their concerns – in a forum whose legitimacy is recognized and where responsibility is shared.”

Mr. Annan also said there were many other such examples. “Can any one nation by itself tackle the problem of global warming or protecting the environment? Can any one nation advance the cause of human rights and bring to justice those guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity? Can any one nation by itself win the war on terrorism or prevent the spread of weapons of mass destruction or stop the trafficking in illegal drugs?” he said.

Earlier Tuesday, the Secretary-General received a check for $10,000, presented by a group of children on behalf of Heinz employees, for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to support its work to provide youngsters with safe and balanced nutrition.

After that, he attended a luncheon with the city’s political, academic, business and community leaders. Pittsburgh Mayor Tom Murphy presented him with the keys to the city.

* * *

Iraq

21 October – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today said it had received a donation of 902 tons of rice from Thailand destined for Iraq, the second major donation from Bangkok in two years.

The donation, with a cash value of $372,670, follows a 3,000-ton shipment Thailand sent to Afghanistan in 2001.

“We are very pleased to receive this new donation from the Government of Thailand,” said WFP Executive-Director James T. Morris. “This generous gift to the people of Iraq consolidates Thailand’s commitment to humanitarian assistance.  We look forward to future support from Thailand for the hungry poor.”

Mr. Morris noted that the strong economies of South and Southeast Asia give the region the potential to produce more “emerging donors” to WFP than any other region in the world.

WFP launched the largest food aid operation in history in Iraq this year, bringing into the country about 2.2 million tons of food commodities by the end of October. The budget for the operation stands at $1.5 billion, the agency said.

* * *
Iran

21 October – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed reports that Iran had told visiting European diplomats that it would allow UN inspectors unrestricted access to its nuclear facilities, and he urged the Iranian authorities to further cooperate to resolve all outstanding issues.

News reports today from Tehran indicated that the Government had told the Foreign Ministers from France, Germany and the United Kingdom that it would suspend uranium enrichment and allow unrestricted access for inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

A spokesperson for the Secretary-General said that Mr. Annan “welcomes the declaration agreed in Tehran today by the Iranian Government and visiting EU Foreign Ministers regarding the nuclear programme of the Islamic Republic of Iran. He encourages the Iranian authorities to further cooperate with the International Atomic Energy Agency to resolve all outstanding issues with the Agency.”

The spokesperson, Hua Jiang, also said that the IAEA labelled the news from Tehran, “an encouraging sign toward clarifying all aspects of Iran’s past nuclear programme and regulating its future activities through verification.”

IAEA Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei “hopes and expects that in the next few days Iran will deliver to the IAEA a complete declaration of all its past nuclear activities and an official notification of its readiness to conclude an Additional Protocol,” she added.

Last week during a visit to Tehran, Mr. ElBaradei received assurances that Iran would provide the IAEA with a full disclosure of all its past nuclear activities, and the Iranian Government also expressed its readiness to conclude an Additional Protocol.

* * *

Middle East

21 October – Israel has quickened the pace of erecting its separation barrier between itself and Palestinian territories, dividing Palestinian communities and families and threatening to seal off Jerusalem from the West Bank, a senior United Nations official told the Security Council today.

“Over the last month the speed of construction has accelerated,” Kieran Prendergast, UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, told the Security Council in his monthly briefing on the Middle East. “Palestinians along the barrier’s route face land loss and severely restricted access to jobs, markets and essential social services…We repeat our call to the Israeli authorities to halt construction of the wall.”

Yesterday the UN General Assembly reconvened an emergency session on the Middle East to consider the barrier’s construction as well as two draft resolutions on the question. One, similar to a version already vetoed by the United States in the Security Council, would have the Assembly say the construction was illegal. The other draft proposed asking the International Court of Justice in The Hague for an advisory opinion on whether Israel should cease construction of the barrier and dismantle the portions it has already built.

A recent report from the three co-chairs of a Local Aid Coordination Committee said that around East Jerusalem the barrier “affects tens of thousands of Palestinians as it divide communities and families and threatens to seal Jerusalem off from the rest of the West Bank,” Mr. Prendergast said in his Council briefing. He named the co-chairs as the World Bank, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process (UNSCO) and Norway.

Earlier this month, the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) had issued an order on the areas between the barrier and the Green Line specifying that “people aged 12 years and older who resided in these areas before the military order was issued must now have entry permits to continue doing so. Free access will be granted only to Israelis,” Mr. Prendergast said.

“This order marks an unacceptable deepening of restrictions against Palestinians caught between the Barrier and the Green Line.”

* * *

Middle East

21 October – The net result of the increasing spiral of violence between Israelis and Palestinians in the Middle East is that each side is pushed farther and farther from the negotiating table and each doubts whether it has a partner for peace, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today in a message to a United Nations meeting on Middle East peace.

“Suicide bombings are immoral. They are counter-productive. They must be stopped,” Mr. Annan said in a message delivered on his behalf by Under-Secretary-General Shashi Tharoor to an international media seminar on, “Towards a Two-State Solution,” in Seville, Spain.

“Quite apart from the appalling toll in lives, with every new outrage, support by even moderate Israelis for reconciliation is diminished and undermined and the Palestinian cause itself suffers grave harm, even among its most steadfast advocates,” he told seminar participants.

On the other side, Mr. Annan said, “Israeli actions, including the reckless use of disproportionate force, the building of a separation fence and the expansion of settlements, meanwhile, serve only to increase the misery of ordinary Palestinians. Crucially, they weaken the Palestinian Authority instead of empowering it so that it can carry out its responsibilities, including cracking down on extremist violence.”

The Israeli air strike against Syria earlier this month was a serious escalation in an already tense region and has raised more wide-ranging concerns about the resort to pre-emptive force, Mr. Annan said.

The international community had to continue to put pressure on the parties to exercise maximum self-restraint and implement their commitments in accordance with the Road Map to Middle East peace, he said. That plan was proposed by the United States, the United Nations, the European Union and the Russian Federation.

As the title of the conference indicated, Mr. Annan said, “there is a just and lasting solution available: two states, Israel and Palestine, living side by side in peace and security.”

The 11th annual seminar was organized by the UN Department of Public Information, in cooperation with the Regional Autonomous Government of Andalusia. The meetings have been held annually in different countries since the series was launched in 1991. 

This seminar brought together over 40 international participants, including present and former policymakers from Israel and the Palestinian National Authority, as well as senior United Nations officials, international experts and media representatives.

* * *

Sierra Leone

21 October – Troops from the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) have launched a joint border operation with local police and air force units, designed to increase security in the frontier with Liberia, and to enhance Sierra Leone’s armed forces’ capabilities.

In a dispatch from the capital Freetown, UNAMSIL said the exercise, named “Operation Blue Vigilance,” began Monday in collaboration with the Sierra Leone Police (SLP) and the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces (RSLAF).

“Operation Vigilance Blue will increase UNAMSIL forces and the national security agencies’ presence along the border with Liberia, thereby preventing potential infiltrations of Liberian combatants into Sierra Leone,” the Mission said.

“Information gathered at the end of the first phase of Operation Blue Vigilance will be handed over to UNAMSIL…and to Sierra Leonean security agencies for further operations designed to enhance the capability the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces along the border,” the statement said.

The Security Council agreed on 19 September to extend for six months the mandate of UNAMSIL, instructing it to continue a gradual drawdown of the peacekeeping force without jeopardizing the security situation in the country torn apart by a decade-long civil war.

At that time, the Council welcomed the increasing security in Sierra Leone and encouraged “further progress towards strengthening the capacity of the Sierra Leone Police and armed forces to maintain security and stability independently.”

* * *

Liberia

21 October – A week after the inauguration of a new government in Liberia, a United Nations inter-agency mission has found that displaced persons “continue to stream” into refugee camps, which need to be expanded, according to a report from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

The OCHA statement, issued today in New York and based on reports from UN assessment teams fanning out from the capital Monrovia to camps at Totota in central Liberia and Salala, 20 kilometres to the south of it, found “displaced persons continue to stream into the camps.”

“Further, the camps there need to be expanded to meet growing numbers of persons seeking shelter as well as urgent implementation of programmes for clean water and sanitation,” the statement said.

The OCHA report said “The situation in the transit shelters was generally unsatisfactory as they were overcrowded and people, in most instances, were living there for prolonged periods, beyond the one to two weeks generally considered acceptable. Some had stayed in transit centres for as long as seven months.”

In the Salala camp, there was a reported population of 26,091 internally displaced persons (IDPs).  Four separate IDP sites in Totota sheltered some 80,000 people, OCHA said.

Food distributions to the camps, which had been interrupted earlier this month, were to resume by the end of October, OCHA said.

In a separate report the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said an assessment visit to the city of Voinjama, 260 kilometres north of Monrovia, discovered that the area had been “completely looted.”

UNHCR spokesman Kris Janowski told reporters in Geneva today, “The town hospital was in total ruins but a clinic was operating with very limited supplies. The UNHCR office and our staff houses were destroyed, along with the Catholic mission and an old health facility. Access roads were overgrown with bush. Although the population appears to be in good health and there seems to be no sign of malnutrition, authorities say the residents lack food, medicine and clothing. There was also insufficient drinking water,” he said.

Mr. Janowski said that the UN team had found a building near the municipal offices that local officials said would be suitable for a UN office, and the agency “agreed that Voinjama must be accessed by road as soon as possible so that emergency relief could begin.”

* * *

ECOSOC

21 October – Informal consultations early next year will develop programmes to implement “a new and ambitious agenda on financing for the humanitarian community,” the President of the United Nations council charged with coordinating humanitarian aid, as well as the follow-up to the major United Nations conferences, said.

Ambassador Gert Rosenthal of Guatemala, President of the 54-member Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), presented to the General Assembly yesterday the annual ECOSOC report.

“Member States reached agreement on an action-oriented resolution containing a new and ambitious agenda on financing for the humanitarian community – donors and recipients alike – which is now being followed up by the humanitarian agencies,” he said.

The resolution calls on UN agencies to improve the quality, transparency and accuracy of needs assessments and to include governments and members of the humanitarian community in assessment missions. It also requests donors to give according to need and to create mechanisms to review the results of their contributions.

The Council had renewed its dynamism in considering development cooperation, Ambassador Rosenthal said. Panels provided the opportunity for frank discussion of difficult issues, such as lessons learned from the funding of the UN’s development entities and from the evaluations of the system’s activities.

ECOSOC had also held extensive consultations with the management of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the Bretton Woods Institutions – the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) – in preparation for a high-level meeting in April that would help it to perform its new role in following up on the commitments from the Monterrey Conference.

The Monterrey Conference, held in Mexico last year, dealt with financing for development and produced a number of resolutions to be implemented.

“When the (Assembly’s) High-Level Dialogue on Financing for Development meets on 29 October, it will be able to build on the discussions of ECOSOC’s joint meeting with the Bretton Woods institutions and the WTO,” Ambassador Rosenthal said.

Having called for a new integrated approach to rural development, the Council adopted a Ministerial Declaration highlighting “the overriding impact of international cooperation and market access on rural development,” he said.

“A UN public-private alliance was launched in response to the Ministerial Declaration. It encourages business approaches that promote economic and social advancement and profitable investment in rural areas, starting with Madagascar as the pilot country,” he said.

“Overall, ECOSOC put rural development back on the international agenda, after a period of relative neglect by governments and their development partners.”

* * *

Somalia

21 October – A senior United Nations humanitarian official today expressed “profound sorrow” at the killing of two British aid workers in northern Somalia and said no new UN workers would be sent to the area until it stabilizes.

The murders of two workers for the non-governmental organization SOS Children’s Villages, by so far unidentified gunmen, follows by two weeks the murder of an Italian hospital director in the same area, known as Somaliland.

Jan Egeland, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, called on the local authorities to take immediate action to find and prosecute those responsible for the killings and to ensure the safety and security of all aid workers in the area.

A total of four international aid workers have been killed in Somalia since mid-September.

As a result of these incidents, no additional workers will be allowed to travel to the region until the situation has stabilized, Mr. Egeland said. 

An official in the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said existing UN activities in the area would not be stopped but the 50 international staff would restrict their activities to the largest city in the area, Hargeysa.

* * *

ICTY

21 October – The United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia has indicted four senior Serbian army and police officers for their alleged role in the forced expulsion of hundreds of thousands of Kosovo Albanians during the conflict in Kosovo in 1998-1999.

The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) this week lifted a confidentiality order on the indictments against Nebojsa Pavkovic, Vladimir Lazarevic, Vlastimir Djordjevic and Sreten Lukic, which had been confirmed on 2 October. The quartet face charges of crimes against humanity and violations of the laws or customs of war, but have not yet been arrested.

Mr. Pavkovic is a retired Colonel General and former Chief of Staff of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia’s army, Mr. Lazarevic was a senior army commander in the Yugoslavian and then Serbia and Montenegro armies until his dismissal this year, Mr. Djordjevic is a former chief of Serbia’s public security department while Mr. Lukic is the current chief of the public security department.

In the indictment, the Tribunal’s Prosecutor, Carla Del Ponte, accuses the men of directing or encouraging “a systematic campaign of terror and violence directed at Kosovo Albanian civilians living in Kosovo” with the aim of effectively deporting them from the province.

The indictment states that the armed forces and police of the former Yugoslavia and then Serbia shelled towns and villages, burnt and destroyed personal and public property, and committed acts of brutality against civilians to create a climate of fear so that Kosovo Albanians would want to leave their homes.

* * *

Child poverty

21 October – A landmark study by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) indicates that more than one billion children around the world are suffering from the debilitating effects of poverty.

It shows that one in three children lives in a dwelling with either a mud floor or more than five people per room, and that one in five does not have safe water sources.

The study – which analyses survey data taken in the late 1990s on almost 1.2 million children in 46 countries – is the largest of its kind and uses innovative methodology to assess the effects of poverty.

“Child Poverty in the Developing World,” launched today in London, measures poverty not just in terms of income, but also in access to such basic human rights as shelter, food, water, sanitation, health, education and information.

The report also shows that more than 90 million children in South Asia have to go hungry every day and, across the globe, 134 million children between the ages of seven and 18 have never been to school.

Girls suffer the most – they are much more likely than boys to miss schooling, especially in North Africa and the Middle East.

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said eliminating the worst aspects of poverty “is a practical and affordable possibility – and it starts with investing in children.”

* * *

Small island nations

21 October – The top United Nations advocate for poor countries has called for the greatest possible participation in next year’s meeting on Small Island Developing States (SIDS), and has outlined a series of topics for focus.

Anwarul Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and SIDS, told the General Assembly’s Economic and Financial Committee that “the widest possible range of stakeholders, including Member States, multilateral financial institutions, the private sector, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and other civil society organizations should participate” in the conference to be held next August in Mauritius.

The meeting is a 10-year review of the implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, which was signed in 1994.

Mr. Chowdhury said for Mauritius “we need a focused agenda.” He suggested the delegates identify priorities, to include the vulnerability – economic, social and environmental – of SIDS, poverty eradication measures, freshwater issues, climate change, renewable energy, development of marine resources and sustainable fisheries, HIV/AIDS, and trade.

He said global advocacy for the cause of SIDS and the mobilization and coordination of international support for realizing the Mauritius outcome was vital in helping those countries face development challenges in the coming years.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

21 October – United Nations agencies, donors and non-government organizations (NGOs) have agreed on how they can make a united response to the growing crisis of children left orphaned by AIDS.

During a two-day meeting in Geneva, the groups agreed on a strategic framework to ensure that the 14 million children who have lost one or both parents to AIDS receive as much help as possible. The Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) projects that number will rise to 25 million by 2010, with four out of every five of those children in sub-Saharan Africa.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), UNAIDS and key partners will discuss new spending estimates for tackling the crisis. According to UNAIDS, $1billion a year is necessary to help the orphans, who are at much greater risk of suffering from poor health, abuse and exploitation, missing educational opportunities and becoming mired in poverty.

UNAIDS Executive Director Peter Piot said: “The challenge now is for countries to prioritize the implementation strategies that keep parents alive, protect children from violence and exploitation, ensure their good health, and keep them in school.”

* * *

Haiti

21 October – The United Nations independent expert on the human rights situation in Haiti is set to tour the country and talk to senior officials about a range of issues, including the island nation’s efforts to fight HIV/AIDS.

Louis Joinet is scheduled to visit Haiti from 23 October to 5 November to meet high-level government officials and members of the judiciary, including representatives of the Office for the Protection of Citizens and the School for Magistrates. He is also expected to meet representatives from the press, the police force and civil society, as well as officials from the UN and the Organization of American States.

Mr. Joinet, who is a French magistrate, will also discuss and learn more about how Haiti is responding in the fight against HIV/AIDS. His tour follows an invitation last April by the UN Commission on Human Rights for him to present a report on the Caribbean nation during its next session.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed an independent expert on human rights in Haiti in 1995 after a request that year from the Geneva-based Commission. Mr Joinet has been in the post since March 2002.

* * *

UN Day

21 October – Two memorials dedicated to United Nations staff who have died in the service of peace will be unveiled Friday at the world body’s headquarters in New York and Geneva, marking the annual United Nations Day.

In New York, a memorial has been erected in the North Garden at the UN complex, funded by the prize money from the 1988 Nobel Peace Prize, which was awarded to the UN’s peacekeeping forces. Secretary-General Kofi Annan is scheduled to make a brief statement at the unveiling.

In Geneva, a memorial has been built in Ariana Park, near door 20 of the Palais des Nations in the Swiss city. This memorial has been paid for thanks to contributions from the Secretary-General, UN programmes and funds, UN agencies, staff associations and individual UN staff members.

The dangers faced by UN staff in doing their daily work have been tragically highlighted this year, especially after 22 people – including the top UN envoy, Sergio Vieira de Mello – were killed following a terrorist bomb attack on the UN’s headquarters in Baghdad on 19 August.

The United Nations Postal Administration is issuing a stamp dedicated to those killed in Baghdad. The stamp shows the UN’s flag at half-mast, and contains the words “In Memoriam” in several languages.

UN Day – which celebrates the UN Charter’s entry into force on 24 October 1945 – will also be observed in Geneva this year with a concert given by the Swiss Orchestra.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________________ DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

                    AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Michèle Montas, Spokeswoman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good Afternoon.

           **Guest at Noon

           Olara Otunnu, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, will be joining

     us today to talk about his report to the General Assembly.

           **SG to Madrid

           Following his speaking engagement in Pittsburgh this afternoon, the Secretary-General will travel directly to

     Madrid.

           On the morning of Thursday, 23 October, he will deliver a speech at the opening session of the International

     Donor’s Conference for the Reconstruction of Iraq, hosted by the Government of Spain.

           The Secretary-General will be back in New York Thursday evening.

           **SG in Pittsburgh

           The Secretary-General arrived in Pittsburgh about an hour ago, where he received a check for $10,000,

     presented by a group of children on behalf of Heinz employees, for the UN Children’s Fund to support its work to

     provide children with safe and balanced nutrition.

           After that, he is to attend a luncheon with the city’s political, academic, business and community leaders. 

     Pittsburgh Mayor Tom Murphy is expected to present him with the keys to the city.

           Then, this afternoon, the Secretary-General will deliver the Ninth Heinz Distinguished Lecture at the University

     of Pittsburgh and will receive an honorary degree from the University.

           In his speech, embargoed copies of which we have upstairs, the Secretary-General will note the United States’

     unique role at the United Nations, from the efforts by Franklin D. Roosevelt to establish the world body up to the

     current UN efforts to help the Afghan people rebuild their State and, if circumstances permit, to bring similar help to the

     Iraqi people.

           He will also emphasize his belief that we can find collective answers to the problems the world confronts

     today, even if it requires a hard look at international rules, starting from first principles.

           Once he has finished his stay in Pittsburgh, as I have said just now, the Secretary-General will travel onward

     to the donors’ conference on Iraq in Madrid.

           **Statement attributable to Spokesman for Secretary-General

           The following is a statement attributable to the Spokesman of the Secretary-General:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the declaration agreed in Tehran today by the Iranian Government and

     visiting EU Foreign Ministers regarding the nuclear program of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  He encourages the Iranian

     authorities to further cooperate with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to resolve all outstanding issues

     with the Agency.

           “The Secretary-General appreciates the efforts of the Government of Iran and the Foreign Ministers of France,

     Germany and the United Kingdom in working towards resolving outstanding issues regarding Iran’s nuclear

     programme.”

           **Iran

           Last week, during a visit to Tehran, International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director General Mohamed

     ElBaradei received assurances that Iran would provide the IAEA with a full disclosure of all its past nuclear activities,

     and the Iranian Government also expressed its readiness to conclude an Additional Protocol.

           The Agency said that today's news from Tehran is an encouraging sign toward clarifying all aspects of Iran's

     past nuclear programme and regulating its future activities through verification.

           ElBaradei hopes and expects that, in the next few days, Iran will deliver to the IAEA a complete declaration of

     all its past nuclear activities and an official notification of its readiness to conclude an Additional Protocol.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is discussing the Middle East, including the question of Palestine, today, in talks that

     began with an open meeting, in which Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast briefed Council

     members, saying that today’s meeting takes place at “a low point” for peace efforts.

           “Instead of moving forward,” he said, “we are seeing backward movement, away from a peaceful settlement,

     away from the negotiating table.”

           Prendergast cited the impact of suicide bombings, rejectionist language, extrajudicial killings, walls that

     extend deep into the occupied Palestinian territory, the destruction of homes, expropriation and continued settlement

     activity, which lead both Israelis and Palestinians to feelings of hopelessness, despair, hatred, rage and revenge.

           Since the last briefing to the Council, he said, 80 people have lost their lives, including 27 Israelis, 47

     Palestinians, and three American diplomatic security officers.  Just yesterday, he noted, at least 11 Palestinians were

     killed in a series of Israeli air strikes on Gaza, and he said the United Nations once more calls on Israel to cease the

     use of disproportionate and indiscriminate force in civilian areas.

           He noted the Palestinian Authority’s efforts to appoint a new prime minister, saying that, as called for in the

     Road Map, that prime minister should be empowered and credible, and should be the person, along with the Interior

     Minister, to whom the consolidated Palestinian security forces would report.

           Meanwhile, recent incidents along the Blue Line and in the region have highlighted the fragility of the situation. 

     The region, Prendergast said, is faced with a potential broadening and deepening of interlinked conflicts, adding, “There

     has to be a better way.  We cannot continue to lurch from crisis to crisis”.

           We have copies of the statement upstairs.

           The Security Council is currently holding closed consultations on the Middle East.

           **SG’s Message to Seville Seminar

           In a message to the opening session of the Media Seminar on Peace in the Middle East, the

     Secretary-General said the international community must continue to pressure the parties to exercise self-restraint

     and avoid further escalation.

           “We must work urgently”, he said, “to contain the spread of conflict and violations of international humanitarian

     law”.

           In his message, which was delivered by the Under Secretary-General for Communications and Public

     Information, Shashi Tharoor, the Secretary-General went on to say that the net result of the recent increase in violence

     is that Israelis and Palestinians are pushed farther and farther from the negotiating table, each doubts whether it has a

     partner for peace.

           In conclusion, he told the participants of the two-day seminar organized by the UN, that it is essential that

     people of good will everywhere, in both official and unofficial positions, devote their political energies and creative efforts

     to realizing the vision of peaceful co-existence between Israel and the future state of Palestine.

           The full text is available upstairs.

           **Sierra Leone

           The UN Mission in Sierra Leone has started the first phase of a military exercise named “Operation Blue

     Vigilance.”

           In collaboration with the Sierra Leone Police and the Sierra Leone Armed Forces, the operation will increase

     UNAMSIL forces and the national security agencies’ presence along the border with Liberia, thereby preventing

     potential infiltrations of Liberian combatants into Sierra Leone.

           There is a press release with more details upstairs.

           *Liberia

           The UN High Commissioner for Refugees and other organizations are drawing up plans to provide emergency

     aid to thousands of displaced people who have returned to their homes in north-western Liberia.

           Meanwhile, a UN humanitarian mission that assessed conditions in camps for internally displaced persons

     said that displaced persons continue to stream into the camps 80 kilometers north-east of Monrovia.

           The camps need to be expanded to meet growing numbers of persons seeking shelter.  They lack clean water

     and adequate sanitation.

           **Somalia - Humanitarian

           Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, expressed his profound sorrow over the killing by

     unknown gunmen of two aid workers in the town of Sheikh, in northern Somalia.

           Egeland also extended his sincere condolences to the bereaved families of the deceased.

           The workers, who where British nationals, were engaged in programmes benefiting children on behalf of the

     non-governmental organization “SOS Children's Villages” in a northern region of Somalia, known as “Somaliland”.

           These murders follow closely on the killing of an Italian aid worker in the same region on 5 October 2003.  A

     total of four international aid workers have been killed in Somalia since mid-September.

           As a result of these incidents, no additional workers will be allowed to travel to the region until the situation

     has stabilized.

           Egeland called on the local authorities to take immediate action to find and prosecute those responsible for

     the killings.

           **ICTY

           Yesterday in The Hague, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia unsealed an indictment

     against four former senior Serbian officials for crimes against humanity and war crimes allegedly committed in Kosovo

     in 1999.  The charges against the four include counts of deportation, forced transfer, murder and persecution.

           The accused include the former Chief of General Staff of the Yugoslav Army and the current Chief of the Public

     Security Department in Serbia and Montenegro.  None of the four has so far been transferred to the custody of the

     Tribunal.

           **UN Children’s Fund

           A new UNICEF sponsored report has found that over one billion children suffer the severe effects of poverty. 

     The researchers analyzed data on nearly 1.2 million children from 46 countries.

           Using a pioneering methodology, the survey measured the extent of child poverty, in terms not only of income,

     but also of deprivation of basic human rights such as shelter, food, water, sanitation, health, education and information.

           The full text of a press release is available upstairs.

           **Budget

           Micronesia paid more than $13,000 to become the 114th Member State to pay its UN regular budget dues in

     full for this year.

           Meanwhile, the United States paid nearly $252 million to the UN peacekeeping budget and more than $4

     million to the International Tribunals today.

           **Memorial

           This Friday is United Nations Day, and at 12:30 p.m. that day, at the North Garden, a memorial funded by the

     money for the 1988 Nobel Peace Prize given to UN peacekeeping forces will be unveiled.  That Memorial is dedicated

     to honor all UN staff, whether civilian, military or police, who gave their lives in the service of peace in the line of duty.

           The memorial was designed by the architectural firm, Arquitectonica.  In selecting the design, the

     Secretary-General was assisted by an ad hoc group of advisers.

           All UN staff and media are invited to attend the unveiling.

           Also that day, the UN Postal Administration will issue a new stamp, dedicated to the memory of the 22 people

     killed in the explosion at UN Headquarters in Baghdad on 19 August.  The stamp shows the UN flag at half mast, and

     the words “In Memoriam,” in several UN languages.  We have contact sheets displaying the stamp, available upstairs.

           **World Chronicle Television Programme

           World Chronicle programme No. 906 with Sakiko Fukuda-Parr, Director and author of the Human Development

     Report, UNDP, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

           That’s all I have for you.  Yes, please?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  Let’s go back to your last statement, please.  The Human Development Report, is that going to be

     out on the 24th?  It’s generally out in the spring.

           Deputy Spokesman:  No.  It was already out in the spring, but the author and the director of this report will be

     speaking on the World Chronicle programme which will be shown today.  Yes, please?

           Question:  Regarding the travels of the Secretary-General to Madrid, I have two questions.  My first question

     would be, what are the expectations of the Secretary-General in Madrid and the outcome of the donors’ conference. 

     And my second question, does he share the concerns that the lack of Iraqi sovereignty will probably not bring the

     financing that is required?

           Deputy Spokesman:  Well, following the unanimous adoption of resolution 1511, the Secretary-General felt

     that it was important to show his support for the international efforts aimed at restoring peace and stability to a

     sovereign, democratic and independent Iraq.  So, this is one way of him, by attending this conference, to show his

     support to the resolution which he did say that he would try his utmost to implement.  And with regard to your second

     question, we just have to wait and see.  We don’t know how many countries will come up with how much money.  So,

     we will just have to wait and see.  The meeting will start on Thursday and I don’t want to pre-judge the outcome of that

     meeting now.

           Okay, Michele?

           Spokeswoman for General Assembly President

           Thank you.  Good Afternoon.

           While the Security Council meets on the situation in the Middle East, as Hua mentioned, the General

     Assembly is expected to vote this afternoon on the two resolutions submitted late yesterday, regarding the security

     barrier being built by Israel in the West Bank -- the first resolution declaring the barrier illegal, the second one asking

     for an advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice on whether Israel is legally obligated as an occupying Power

     to dismantle the barrier.

           The Hague-based Court -- created under the United Nations Charter in 1945 -- adjudicates disputes between

     countries but may also be requested by the General Assembly or the Security Council for an advisory opinion.  The

     Security Council has in the past only asked for one such advisory opinion.  The General Assembly has requested

     such an opinion in 14 cases. After hearing yesterday from 18 speakers, the sponsors of the two texts requested more

     time, and a vote is expected, as I said, this afternoon.  So far, only four speakers are listed after the vote.

           The General Assembly has also been reviewing the work of the Economic and Social Council.  At the center

     of the Council’s report, one new avenue of intense cooperation that has opened up in the past year between the

     Assembly and the Council on the follow-up of the Financing for Development Conference.

           In this respect, I would like to attract your attention to the Assembly’s upcoming High-level Dialogue on

     Financing for Development scheduled for next week, 29-30 October.

           The “Group of 77” developing countries and China, as well as the Presidency of the Assembly are giving

     priority attention to that Dialogue asking that innovative mechanisms be put in place to ensure that the agreements set

     at the Financing Conference are achieved, which includes the need for more and better dialogue with the World Bank

     and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

           The President of the Assembly, Julian R. Hunte, also put the panel discussion he chaired this morning on tax

     matters in the same context.  Introducing the panel this morning, he said, “International cooperation in tax matters has

     commanded the attention of the international community for decades now, but requires further focus in the context of

     financing for development.  This panel discussion, he said, is, therefore, both important and timely, coming as it does

     on the eve of the High-level Dialogue on Financing for Development.

           At the International Conference on Financing for Development, held in Monterrey, Mexico, in March 2002,

     heads of State and Government underscored that mobilization of domestic resources is a crucial step, he said, if we

     are to fulfil internationally agreed development goals, eliminate poverty, improve social conditions and raise the living

     standards of all our peoples.  “Taxation is one of the major instruments of domestic resource mobilization, and its

     regulation is of interest to all states.”

           The Assembly is also reviewing humanitarian and disaster relief assistance.  Twenty-one speakers on this

     subject, this morning.  Twenty-six are listed for this afternoon’s session on the follow-up to the special session on

     children.  You will hear more about this in a few minutes.

           This is all I have for you now.

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Yes, please?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  You referred to 44 -- 49 developing countries and China.

           Spokesman for General Assembly President:  Yes.

           Question:  Is China now out of the developing countries?

           Spokesman for General Assembly President:  No.  The non-aligned movement is always listed as developing

     countries and China.

           Question:  I thank you very much.

           Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Okay, if you don’t have any more questions, Mr. Otunnu, would you

     like to join us up here?

                                              * *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Marsh Arabs" ��The Guardian - As the tide of violence recedes, Marsh Arabs hope for new start�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Financial concerns" ��Japan Economic Newswire - UNEP calls for financial concerns to contribute to environment�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Energy" ��SolarAccess.com News  - UN Offers Renewable Energy Funding Initiative�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Award" ��Australian Financial Review - Winners of UNEP Finance Initiatives Award�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Fuel" ��PANA - African countries in race to phase out leaded fuel�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tanzanie" ��AFP - La Tanzanie demande la permission de vendre une partie de ses stocks d'ivoire�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ban" ��New York Times - �PRIVATE��Panel OKs pesticide-ban exemptions��


























Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
26

