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IPS
ENVIRONMENT: A Footprint About a Fifth Too Large

Maarten Messiaen

BRUSSELS, Oct 21 (IPS) - An average European draws about four times as much of the earth's resources as the average Asian, a new report says. The 'ecological footprint' of a North American is eight times the size of the average African's.

These are some of the telling comparisons to emerge from the WWF 'Living Planet Report 2004' launched in Brussels Thursday. The report examines the ecological effect of modern consumption patterns on natural resources.

"How many fish can we catch before we start endangering the reproductive potential of fisheries?" asked Tony Long from WWF while presenting the report. "How many parts per million of carbon can enter the atmosphere before we start experiencing the damaging effects of climate change? What is the sustainable extraction of freshwater beyond which rivers fail to reach the ocean, or inland waters dry up completely?"

Humanity had already overstepped the limit of the earth's capacity by the end of the eighties, the report says. "We are spending nature's capital much faster than it can regenerate," says WWF director-general Claude Martin.

The fifth edition of the biannual 'Living Planet Report' reveals that while the human population keeps growing, the population of 'other' species is plummeting.

A 'living planet index' estimates that the number of vertebrate animals has fallen 40 percent in the past three decades. Freshwater populations were cut to half between 1970 and 2000, while marine and terrestrial populations dwindled 30 percent. The index looks at the estimated populations of about a thousand species.

The depletion is caused by an increasing demand for energy and natural resources, the report says. WWF estimates that humans currently consume 20 percent more natural resources than the earth can produce.

"Particularly alarming is our energy footprint -- dominated by our use of fossil oils such as coal, gas and oil," the conservation group says. The 'footprint' is a rough estimate of what an average person produces and consumes, converted into hectares. It measures how much land and water area a human population requires to produce the resources it consumes and to absorb its wastes, given prevailing technology.

This is said to have increased 700 percent since 1961. "The 2004 report shows that the average footprint is 2.2 hectares per person while there is only 1.8 hectares of land to provide natural resources for each of the people on the planet."

The report says a North American needs 9.2 hectares on average to satisfy his hunger for energy, commodities and other natural resources, and a Western European 5.1 hectares. In Asia and Africa the average impact on the environment stands at 1.3 and 1.2 hectares.

WWF sets the ceiling for sustainability at 1.8 hectares per person, a number worked out by relating the earth's productive land and sea space to the global population. According to the report therefore only Asia and Africa follow sustainable consumption. Central and Eastern Europe (3.8 hectares per person) Latin America and the Caribbean (3.1 hectares) and the Middle East (2.1 hectares) all have too big a footprint.

The numbers worked out by the Global Footprint Network are recognised by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP). The network was founded by Canadian scientist Mathis Wackernagel, who invented the footprint concept in 1996.

"It's a very accurate method," Erik Paredis from the Centre for Sustainable Development (CSD) at the University of Ghent in Belgium told IPS. "But one can disagree about levels of sustainability."

Conservation is not an exact science, he said. "There is an ongoing debate about what the earth can sustain and what it cannot," said Paredis. "Some would push up the limits of sustainability, for example because they have more faith in technologies for waste processing. But it is safe to say that we have crossed the limits."

WWF is calling on decision makers to use the ecological footprint as a policy tool. But Paredis says "it is too much of a rough concept to use in that way. The footprint takes group parameters of a diverse kind -- energy, water consumption, fishery, agriculture, and so on -- and converts it into surface area."

That adds up to an image that clearly shows the extent of the problem and of the implications involved, he said. "But if we are talking about testing solutions, it is better to distinguish more between factors. The concept of 'environmental space' is more useful as a policy tool. For example, it expresses water in litres and commodities in metric tonnes."

Tony Long says the new European Commission should take into account the alarming results of the report. "The EU wants the world to believe that it is the champion of sustainable development. Working with mirrors to make yourself look greener is okay for a while, but the effect doesn't last long.” (END/2004)

    * Living Planet Report 2004

    * Global Footprint Network
__________________________________________________________________________________________
World Business
Corporate Growth Puts Spotlight On Green Law Abuse

Gulf News, 20 October 2004 - A company that damages the environment will be hit hard in a globalised world, lawyers and UN analysts said in a forum here.

Today’s companies may invite litigation and eventually lose customers and profits and tarnish its image if they ignore “corporate social responsibility (CSR),” said Graham Lovett, a litigation partner of Clifford Chance international law firm with offices in Dubai.

Lovett was one of the speakers at the recently held Forum on Environmental Law organised by the Emirates Environmental Group (EEG), which brought together key figures from government, international organisations and companies.

“The increased cost of civil and criminal litigation incurred by companies who do not embrace environmental concerns is clearly a risk that is always present,” Lovett said. He also cited additional hidden costs in not implementing CSR policies.

These include the “loss of good staff, decline in reputation, exposure to naming and shaming by pressure and interest groups, decline in stock value (if listed), increased cost of borrowing, increased insurance premiums, loss of good-quality business partners and loss of customers.”

The forum, the second in a series of the non–government group’s CSR Network, offered insight into the local and international environmental laws.

Dr Sa’ad Al Numairy, adviser to the Federal Environmental Agency (FEA) presented details of the UAE Federal Law No 24 of 1999, concerning the protection and development of the environment. He also covered liability and compensation for environmental damages.

He said the law, which came into effect on February 1, 2000, provides strong protection to the environment from the adverse impact created by external activities.

Any party who intentionally or negligently violates the law, causing damage to the environment or to a third party is responsible for repairing the damage and is liable to imprisonment or must pay a fine, or both.

Dr Al Numairy said a company operating in the UAE can be closed if its operations cause too much harm to the environment.

Fines can vary from Dh500 to Dh1 million. The death penalty or life imprisonment plus a fine of Dh1 million to Dh10 million is on the books for the importation or dumping of nuclear waste in the UAE.

Although imprisonment is a sanction that exists under the law for violations of environmental law, it appears that no one has been imprisoned.

Sylvia Bankobeza of the division of policy development and law at the United Nations Environment Programme’s legal department in Nairobi gave a presentation on international environmental laws and conventions.

Richard Briggs, partner at Al Tamimi and Company legal consultants, also gave a presentation on Dubai’s oil industry, sharing his experience of working with the Oil Compensation Fund on environmental and legal issues. The CSR Network is the first forum in the Middle East that facilitates dialogue between different parties on key issues relating to corporate social responsibility.

Habiba Al Marashi, chairwoman of EEG, called for collective action for sustainable development amid a period of rapid economic growth. “Complying with national and international laws is essential for businesses wherever they operate. For those businesses with activities in an environmentally sensitive region such as our, understanding and meeting environmental legislation is all the more important.

“The economy of the UAE is growing at an exponential rate with new companies starting up or relocating to the country everyday. This puts an increasing burden on our natural resources.” All companies are vulnerable to litigation due to environmental damage they might cause in other countries.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail & Guardian

Climate change least of our worries say Nobel winners

21 October 2004 14:43

advertisement

Climate change, predicted by the United Nations to change the way most people live over the next 100 years, is the least important of the world's immediate problems, says a group of economists, including three Nobel prize winners, who were asked to prioritise how money should be spent on helping the world's poor.

The team of six American and two other economists, brought together by controversial environmentalist Bjorn Lomborg, said it was not worth spending money on climate change because the effects were expected to be far in the future. They recommended that people became rich first and that money should be spent on HIV/Aids, water and free trade.

But they were immediately castigated by international development and environment groups, who accused them of "understanding nothing about the real world".

Lomborg, a Danish statistician whose bestseller The Skeptical Environmentalist created storms of protest when published two years ago by throwing doubt on climate change science, is hailed by free marketeers round the world but is reviled by many scientists.

On Wednesday he told a meeting of European rightwing thinktanks how he had brought together what he called the "Real Madrid" team of "galactica" economists.

"A stellar cast came to Copenhagen to reach consensus about how to help the world's poor," he said.

"We chose economists because they have long, valuable experience in prioritising things, and they are unaligned and impartial. We said, if we had an extra $50-billion how should it be spent to do the most good in the world? We looked at the world's problems and came up with 32 challenges."

The economists then considered the potential costs and benefits of spending money on problems like hunger, climate change, communicable diseases, sanitation, water, money laundering and financial instability. Rejecting spending anything on education, slums, terrorism, arms proliferation, deforestation, lack of energy or corruption, they narrowed the list to 10 areas, which they then divided and ranked into a number of initiatives.

Top of their wish list by a large margin was spending money on the control of HIV/Aids. "We found that for $27-billion we could prevent 28-million cases of HIV by 2010," said Lomborg. "It was the best investment that humanity could do. The benefits would be 40 times as high as the costs."

The second best option was to spend on food and health, specifically by providing micronutrients for the diets of the 850-million chronically malnourished people mainly in sub-Saharan African countries who need iron and vitamin supplements. A $12-billion programme could help them significantly, said Lomborg.

Controversially, the eight professors found that the third most cost effective way to spend the money would be to promote free trade, something most of them had made their names doing. Three of the six Americans on the panel, Robert Fogel, Douglass North and Vernon Smith, are Nobel winners and five others are odds-on to win similar honours.

Lomborg, who is head of the Danish Environmental Assessment Institute, on Wednesday accepted that trade liberalisation policies as promoted by the professors would hurt some people.

"There are always winners and losers. We found that getting rid of subsidies and trade barriers had very low costs and high benefits. We reckoned that the benefits could be as much as $2,4-billion a year for rich and poor.

"But there is no doubt that free trade is not only good, but the winners far outweigh the losers. I would say free trade is a huge boon to making a better world."

There was consensus, too, that providing mosquito nets in malarial areas would benefit millions for relatively little money. The team of economists calculated that $13-billion spent would halve the cost of treating malaria and give a 500% return on investment.

Right at the bottom of the economists' list of priorities for humankind came climate change, which Lomborg on Wednesday said was a problem of the future. Initiatives like the Kyoto treaty, which is expected to be ratified next month and will force rich countries to cut their greenhouse gas emissions, were all but useless, he said.

"Let's not spend the money on problems we can not do much about. Let's start with the ones where we can do the most good at the lowest cost now. It's a bad economic proposition to spend money here. Global warming will harm people in 100 years when there will be far fewer poor people. The best thing you can do is make people rich."

Justice

In an ideal world, he said, all these problems should be addressed. "But it is not ideal, so we must focus on how to do most good. This is only an economic ranking. There may be other issues like justice and equity. This is not a coup d'état. We're not trying to take away the politicians' rights to choose."

The dream team was immediately attacked by a coalition of 18 leading British development and environment groups, meeting nearby.

"This simplistic and rather banal ranking of these problems should not be taken too seriously," said Stephen Tindale, the director of Greenpeace. "It is an example of intellectual illiteracy. All these problems are linked."

"They have come up with bizarre conclusions," said Andrew Simms, the policy director of the New Economics Foundation. "The simple point is that unless you act to prevent runaway climate change, all the other things which they prioritise -- which are generally no-brainer good things -- will be wrecked by global warming."

Lomborg, however, was unfazed. "The biggest problem is that we all die, yet no one is considering how to solve that. These economists are talking about how much good you can do." - Guardian Unlimited © Guardian Newspapers Limited 2004

__________________________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Russia to vote on climate change

By Steve Rosenberg

BBC correspondent in Moscow

Putin's backing for Kyoto has been vital

Russia's lower house of parliament, the Duma, will debate ratification of the Kyoto Protocol - the international treaty on climate change.

The treaty needs the support of Russia before it can come into force.

Last month the Russian government finally gave its approval, but some believe it will hinder economic growth.

But the Kremlin now is thought to have taken the strategic decision to ratify Kyoto - and the Kremlin-controlled parliament is expected to back it.

Ever since it was adopted nearly seven years ago, the Kyoto Protocol has remained a statement of intent, rather than a legally binding document.

To come into force, it needs to be ratified by developed nations that account for at least 55% of global greenhouse emissions.

Once the world's biggest polluter, the United States, pulled out of the treaty in 2001, that figure could only be reached with the support of Russia.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
ITAR TASS

Russia parliament to vote on Kyoto protocol ratification

22.10.2004, 06.05

MOSCOW, October 22 (Itar-Tass) - The State Duma, or Russian parliament’s lower house, is to determine on Friday the fate of the Kyoto protocol, the first legally binding accord of a global scale, the assessment of which in Russia’s scientific and public circles is controversial.

Nonetheless, most of deputies interviewed but an Itar-Tass correspondent expressed confidence that the protocol would be ratified “with a significant excess of 226 votes necessary for it”.

The Kyoto protocol, which was passed in 1997, aims at reduction of industrial atmospheric emissions that lead to so-called global warming.

The protocol can come in force after the ratification by signatory states, whose collective volume of atmospheric emissions was not less than 55 percent of the world’s total in 1990.

The US refused to ratify the protocol in 2001, and its coming in force actually depends on Russia.

Russia’s supporters and opponents of the ratification of it are divided not so much over scientific validity and effectiveness of the measures envisioned by the document as economic consequences of it.

The Russian president’s economic adviser Andrei Illarionov, who is one of fierce opponents of the Kyoto protocol, said “we could loose the hope to become an economically strong country” if Russia ratified it.

The director of the Russian Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Water Problems, Viktor Danilov-Danilyan, is of the opinion that “this document is a model of international and national mechanisms that will help preserving a climatic balance on the globe”.

The chief of the Russian Hydrology and Meteorology Committee, Alexander Bedritsky, sees no loss in ratifying the protocol either.

He said the “fulfilment by Russia of obligations within the framework of the protocol is realistic in the initial period of effect of this document – 2008-12”.

State Duma Speaker Boris Gryzlov is of the view that after this period, provisions of the protocol could be modified and “participants in it will be able to discuss a further variant of its work”.

Russian Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Zhukov said the “coming of the protocol in force will allow attracting additional investment in Russia, primarily in energy-saving technology”.

“Russia advocates the Kyoto process,” President Vladimir Putin said at the Russia-European Union summit in May.

“We support it, but we have some concerns about obligations that we are to assume,” Putin said.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Interfax
Oct 21 2004 12:12PM
 Duma to consider Kyoto Protocol ratification Friday

MOSCOW. Oct 21 (Interfax) - The State Duma will consider the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol on Friday, Duma speaker Boris Gryzlov told the press following a Duma Council session on Thursday. 

Gryzlov spoke in favor of unconditionally ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, although he said the deputies intend to instruct the government to negotiate the terms and conditions of Russia's participation in the Kyoto Protocol upon the completion of its first phase (2008-2012). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Russian Duma Set to Ratify Kyoto Environment Pact

By Oleg Shchedrov

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russia's parliament was due to vote on Friday on ratifying the Kyoto Protocol, the last hurdle before the long-delayed climate change treaty comes into force worldwide.

Russian ratification would push the 126-nation U.N. pact, aimed at battling global warming through curbing greenhouse gas emissions, over the threshold of 55 percent of developed nations' emissions needed to make it internationally binding.

Friday's vote in the State Duma, controlled by pro-Kremlin parties, is the key to ratification, although if approved the bill still has to go through the upper house and be signed into law by its key advocate, President Vladimir Putin.

Rising global temperatures have been linked to extreme weather patterns, including droughts and flooding which are seen by some as a spark for regional conflicts.

Moscow signed the 1997 Kyoto Protocol in 1999, but delayed ratifying it until May this year in exchange for EU agreement on the terms of Moscow's admission to the World Trade Organization.

Russia, which accounts for 17 percent of world greenhouse gas emissions, became the key to Kyoto's future after the United States pulled out of the agreement in 2001.

Proponents of Kyoto say that apart from improving the environment worldwide, the pact would force Russia to upgrade its industry to new standards.

They also believe Russia, whose smokestack industries have cut emissions by about 30 percent since the collapse of the Soviet Union, could earn billions of dollars by selling excess quotas for gas emissions to polluters abroad.

But opponents insist new emission limits could constrain Russia's economic growth and undermine Putin's plan to double gross domestic product in 10 years.

Russian debates reflect worldwide arguments over the pact.

Supporters of Kyoto believe Russia's ratification could help Europe's cause of persuading the United States to reconsider their rejection of the pact.

"We have a completely new momentum in the debate," said European Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom. "This will continue to raise the debate level in the U.S."

Duma speaker Boris Gryzlov told Itar-Tass news agency on Thursday he expected no problems with Kyoto ratification and suggested that if the assessment of the pact's impact on Russia proved wrong, things could be fixed later.

(Additional reporting by Alister Doyle in Oslo)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Marble trade sucks Indian villages dry

Competing demands for water are a growing problem as scarcity increases around the world. Sanjoy Majumder explores the issues facing drought-prone Rajasthan as part of Planet Under Pressure , a BBC News series on some of the world's biggest environmental problems.



By Sanjoy Majumder,

BBC News Online correspondent in Kishangarh, India

The highway from the Indian capital Delhi stretches across the arid rocky landscape that makes up the desert state of Rajasthan.

Trucks drive past, carrying heavily laden cargo from ports along the western coast of India to the national capital and beyond.

Kishangarh lies just off the highway, some 350 kilometres south-west of Delhi.

It is surrounded by rocky hills, part of the Aravalli range that stretches from Delhi down through Rajasthan to the state of Gujarat.

Rajasthan is one of India's driest states. It gets little rain compared to other parts of India and has been hit by drought several years in a row.

But in Kishangarh, as in many other parts of the state, the natural problem is exacerbated by human intervention.

Precious resource

The town is an important centre for the lucrative marble trade being conveniently located near marble mines and also because of its proximity to the main Delhi-Mumbai (Bombay) highway.

Large blocks of marble are brought here from quarries and cut and polished, before being ferried to customers across India. The local Makrana marble was, for instance, used to build the Taj Mahal.

But it is a process which needs large quantities of water - in an area which has very little of the precious resource.

The Anant Sree Sangamarmar marble factory is one of 400 marble cutting units in Kishangarh, which between them employ nearly a 100,000 people.

Most of them have sprung up in the last decade to cater to the rising demand for marble from India's rapidly expanding middle class.

"The marble is brought here from local mines as well as those located some 250-300 kilometres away," explains factory owner Anil Kumar Agarwal.

It is cut into blocks, polished and then despatched to wholesale marble markets across India.

Groundwater use

High-speed water jets are used to spray the blocks and keep them cool while they are being cut to size.

This one factory alone uses 10,000 litres of water a day, pumped entirely from the area's groundwater sources.

Groundwater is also the only source of water for the many villagers who live in the area and depend on farming for their livelihood.

"They use so much water while we barely have enough to cover our basic sanitary needs, let alone water our crops," says Gopal Gujar a local farmer.

Like the more than two million villagers who live in the vast district of which Kishangarh is the capital, Gujar is forced to buy water from private suppliers to supplement his daily supply.

Special tankers, drawn by tractors, make the rounds of the villages in Kishangarh every day.

They sell about 5,000 litres of water for 100 rupees ($2) - about the same as the average daily wage of labourers working on the land or in the factories, and a significant portion of the 600 to 1,000 rupees local farmers earn every day.

Earlier this year, during the summer, the situation had got so bad that the government shipped water in special trains to help the local farmers overcome the drought.

Dust problem

But environmentalists and local villagers say that is not the only problem they face.

The process of cutting marble generates a huge amount of fine dust which settles into the ground.

"It covers the ground with a fine layer, which prevents rain water from percolating into the soil," says environmentalist Lakshman Singh.

The factory owners say they are doing their best to help counter the problem.

The local association of factory owners is in the process of building a vast dumping ground for the marble waste and dust, which they say will prevent it from spreading.

But many argue that it is hardly going to prevent the dust from polluting the atmosphere and settling onto the ground.

Factories such as the Anant Sree Sangamarmar have also built vast tanks to recycle the water they use.

But environmentalists say it is too little too late.

"Twenty years ago, Kishangarh had two large lakes which supplied it with water through the year, even when there was little rainfall," says Lakshman Singh.

"Ever since the marble factories came up, they have dried up completely."

Green fields

So what is the solution?

Some 15 km from Kishangarh is the village of Tillonia.

Approaching it through the same arid landscape, you are suddenly confronted with lush green fields.

Here environmentalists have been working with local villagers to help recharge the groundwater by harvesting rainwater.

A network of pipes and drains transports rainwater to special pits and wells and eventually filters down into the ground.

On average, this part of Rajasthan gets anywhere between 150-400 millimetres of rainfall every monsoon season, in the months of July to September.

"In an 80,000 square feet area we can collect 700,000 litres of water for as little as 100 millimetres of rain," says Lakshman Singh.

Even during four years of drought the villagers of Tillonia never ran out of water.

"It's a traditional solution using local skills and knowledge and tapping the resources of the local community," says Mr Singh.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

World Living Beyond Its Environmental Means - WWF
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SWITZERLAND: October 22, 2004

GENEVA - The world is consuming some 20 percent more natural resources a year than the planet can produce, conservationist group WWF said yesterday. 

The Swiss-based organization called on governments to move rapidly to restore the ecological balance. 
"We are running up an ecological debt which we will not be able to pay off," Dr Claude Martin, director-general of WWF International, said in a statement. 

In its 'Living Planet Report 2004,' the fifth in a series, the WWF said that between 1970 and 2000, populations of marine and terrestrial species fell 30 percent. That of freshwater species declined 50 percent. 

"This is a direct consequence of increasing human demand for food, fiber, energy and water," it said. "...humans consume 20 percent more natural resources than the earth can produce." 

What WWF calls the "ecological footprint" - the amount of productive land needed on average worldwide to sustain one person, currently stood at 5.43 acres. 

But the earth had only 4.45 acres per head - based on the planet's estimated 11.3 billion hectares 27.9 billion acres of productive land and sea space divided between its 6.1 billion people. 

The fastest growing component of the footprint was energy use, which had risen by 700 percent between 1961 and 2001. 

North Americans were consuming resources at a particularly fast rate, with an ecological footprint that was twice as big as that of Europeans and seven times that of the average Asian or African, WWF said. 
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General Environment News

Major operation in South Africa to contain oil spill
Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - The South African Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Thursday deployed a waste disposal unit to remove bags of oiled sludge collected during the coastal clean-up operation following last weekend's shipwreck on the Eastern Cape coast. The BBC China, a seven thousand ton ship, hit a sandbank about 150 meters off shore after taking in water. All 16 crew members were airlifted to safety. The Department's marine pollution team, together with the local authority's disaster management team, as well as members of the local communities, are continuing with the clean-up operation which is expected to last several days. The salvers have mobilized all equipment necessary for the oil transfer operation but due to unfavorable weather conditions, the transfer operation has been delayed. The BBC China has a total of 120 tons of oil on board. The estuary at the Msikaba River near the stricken vessel remained closed and the Kuswag I, an anti-pollution patrol vessel, remained on standby at the scene and is monitoring the situation closely.  The incident has caused major concerns in South Africa after it was revealed that the same ship had been used to transport nuclear equipment in Europe last year. However, the Department has confirmed that the manifest has no listing of nuclear waste. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng060509&dte=21/10/2004
Oil: FG Moves to Check Spillages, Emergencies

Vanguard (Lagos): THE Senate yesterday advanced a bill to establish a National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency which is expected to coordinate response to oil spills and other emergencies arising from oil exploration in the country. The proposed commission which is an initiative of President Olusegun Obasanjo is expected to serve as a coordinating or monitoring vehicle for Federal Government policies on oil spill contingency plans.  In advancing reasons for the creation of the agency, Senator Zwingina said the government was determined to "improve the lives and property of oil producing areas of Nigeria in particular and other parts of the country which has been witnessing various forms of environmental disasters in recent times." The bill would among others - Establish a viable national operational organization that ensures a safe, timely, effective and appropriate response to major or disastrous oil pollution. - Identify high-risk areas as well as priority areas for protection and clean up.  - Maximize the effective use of the available facilities and resources of corporate bodies, their international connections and oil spill cooperatives in implementing appropriate response. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410210419.html
Hazardous Waste Institute

The Namibian (Windhoek): CABINET has given the Minister of Environment and Tourism the go-ahead to sign an agreement establishing the Africa Institute for the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous and other Wastes. The institute will provide training, technology transfer, information and research on the management of toxic waste.  So far 10 English-speaking African countries have signed the agreement. Namibia has signed two international agreements on hazardous waste - the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal and the Bamako Convention. The institute will help implement the conventions and other multilateral environmental agreements. Speaking at a Cabinet media briefing, the Acting Director of Environmental Affairs said whereas hazardous waste is usually associated with the developed, industrial world, African countries will encounter the same problems as they develop. He said the impact of hazardous waste on scarce water supplies and its implications for the spread of disease are especially worrying. Convention on poisons NAMIBIA is to become a signatory of the Stockholm Convention, confirming its commitment to international and regional co-operation in ensuring the environmentally sound management of hazardous chemicals. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410210015.html
Weevils Winning War against Water Hyacinth

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The hyacinth weed in Lake Victoria could be eradicated within the next two years, if the current rate of decimation is maintained. This follows the successful introduction of Noechentina weevils, which have reduced the acreage from 17,000ha in 1998 to 384ha this year.  A programme coordinator with the Lake Victoria Environment Management Project (LVEMP), Ms Mwende Kusewa, says the weevils have successfully reduced the replication of the weed since they were introduced eight years ago from South Africa. However, she said, the weed was taking too long to eradicate because River Kagera deposits about 20ha of the weed into the lake daily. "The weed is hard to deal with because its seeds have the capacity to survive under water for 15 years and resurface when conditions are favorable," she said in a recent interview. Recent studies show that there is high concentration of the weed at the mouth of polluted rivers. In Kenya, the weed is pronounced on the mouths of Nzoia, Yala, Lambwe, Gucha and Luanda Konyango rivers. LVEMP has encouraged community-based rearing units to produce more weevils and release them into the lake. Currently, there are 15 such units headed by teachers trained in rearing and releasing techniques. She said more rearing units would be opened along the affected rivers. http://allafrica.com/stories/200410210499.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE 21 October 2004

TALLER REGIONAL PARLAMENTARIO SOBRE CIUDADANIA AMBIENTAL:

>

MEXICO SE DESTACA EN LABOR AMBIENTALISTA

>

LA HABANA.-Un funcionario del Parlamento Latinoamericano, la

Coordinadora  Regional del Proyecto de Ciudadania Ambiental Global y una

parlamentaria costarricense, del Partido de Liberacion Nacional, 

destacaron la participacion de las autoridades nacionales y del Distrito Federal, así como de varios estados mexicanos, en los esfuerzos por desarrollar una cultura ambiental, en entrevistas a Monitor.

>

Amadeo Da Costa, Director general del Parlamento Latinoamericano, con

sede en Sao Paulo (Brasil), declaro a Monitor que "Mexico es uno de los

siete paises que hacen parte del proyecto para el desarrollo de una 

Ciudadania Ambiental. Con mucha sabiduria Mexico se agrego al programa  

y percibio la importancia de llevar la experiencia de los otros seis 

paises (Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador y Peru) al estado 

de Mexico".

Senaló que México ha sufrido la devastación de sus bosques, tiene

problemas enormes de polución, afectaciones por la reducción de la 

capa de ozono. Y dijo que México lleva de los talleres que se realizan 

en otros países una gran experiencia y traslada esta conciencia al 

pueblo, que necesita saber mas sobre los problemas del medio ambiente 

> y como hacerles frente.

>

La Coordinadora Regional del Proyecto de Ciudadania Ambiental, la

costarricense Lorena San Roman, dijo a Monitor: "yo tengo mi fe puesta 

en tres paises y casi cuatro: Mexico, Cuba y Chile, son los paises que 

mas esfuerzos han puesto. No solo los gobiernos, sino tambien el pueblo. Y este proyecto esta compuesto por gente de pueblo, en este proyecto toman decisiones diariamente mas de 150 personas".

>

Preciso que en el proyecto Cuba participa con siete municipios

pilotos (Sandino, Habana Vieja, Isla de la Juventud, Cienfuegos, 

Sancti Spiritus, Las Tunas y Baracoa). Mexico participa con 16 

municipios y dos mas por incorporarse. De ellos ocho municipios estan 

en el estado de Mexico y ahorita otros ocho fuera del estado de Mexico 

y deben sumarse otros dos mas.

>

Afirmo que en Mexico han pasado cosas maravillosas: en Ciudad Valle,

que es un municipio escogido, hace 22 dias se hizo una reunion de

capacitacion, organizada por la alcaldia. De la Mesa Municipal, que tiene sesenta participantes, invitaron a su vez a cuatro representantes de todos los municipios de San Luis Potosi. Se reunieron entre quinientas a 

> seiscientas personas. Con la cual la capacitacion para el desarrollo 

> de la Ciudadania Ambiental se extendio a los municipios aledanos a 

> Ciudad Valle.

>

>   "Yo estoy muy contenta con lo que se esta haciendo en Mexico. Mexico

> le aposto a este proyecto, Mexico le aposto a capacitar a la sociedad 

> civil para que el proyecto tenga mucho exito. Mexico es un pais donde 

> este proyecto va a dar muchisimos frutos", afirmo Lorena San Roman.

>

>    

La diputada costarricense Maria Lourdes Ocampo, del Partido de

Liberacion Nacional, dijo a Monitor que hace poco se realizo un Costa Rica un Taller sobre gobiernos locales y en el mismo participaron alcaldes y  regidores de la Ciudad de Mexico. "Estamos a punto actualmente de lograr un hermanamiento entre Ciudad del Valle y el canton de Bangales, en Guanacaste, de manera de seguir trabajando en forma conjunta en materia de protección de los recursos naturales. Y este acuerdo es ya un producto de este Programa de Ciudadania Ambiental y hemos sido vigilantes de lo que en Mexico se  hace al respecto, para adaptarlo a nuestras condiciones", manifesto.

>

Durante tres dias, del 20 al 23, se efectua en La Habana, en un

salon del antiguo Capitolio Nacional, actual sede de la Academia de Ciencias de Cuba, un Taller Regional Parlamentario del Proyecto de Ciudadania Ambiental Global, realizado con el apoyo de la Coordinacion de la Oficina  Regional del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, con sede en Ciudad de Mexico.

En el Taller Cuba presento su estrategia para la implementacion del

Programa sobre Ciudadania Ambiental, en el que participan diversas 

instancias de la Isla, como la Asamblea Nacional del Poder Popular, la 

Asociacion de Pedagogos de Cuba, el Instituto Cubano de Radio y

Television, el Consejo de Iglesias de Cuba y el Centro de Informacion, Gestion y Educacion Ambiental, asi como la Fundacion "Antonio Nunez Jimenez" de la Naturaleza y el Hombre. La estrategia cubana hace enfasis en tres temas: Diversidad Biologica de Cuba, El Sistema Nacional de Areas 

Protegidas de Cuba y la Legislacion Ambiental Cubana.

Enrique Lopez Oliva Corresponsal de Radio y Diario Monitor (MEXICO), en La Habana (CUBA)Teléfono: (537) 203-31-75

http://www.prensalatina.com.mx/ 

PNUMA: cita en Cuba del proyecto de Ciudadanía Ambiental Global 
Parlamentarios y expertos latinoamericanos iniciaron ayer en esta capital una reunión del Parlatino para el Programa de Ciudadanía Ambiental Global, la cual cuenta con el auspicio del PNUMA.

De acuerdo con José Díaz Duque, Viceministro del Ministerio de Ciencia Tecnología y Medio Ambiente de Cuba (CITMA), ese proyecto de educación y comunicación ambiental será ejecutado por un período de tres años por seis redes ciudadanas en siete países de América Latina.

El programa cuenta con la coordinación de la Oficina Regional para América Latina y el Caribe del Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (ORPALC-PNUMA), con asistencia financiera del Fondo Mundial para el Medio Ambiente (GEF-PNUD).

Los ejes temáticos, explicó Díaz Duque, están referidos a la Biodiversidad, Cambio Climático, Aguas Internacionales, y Protección de la Capa de Ozono. 

Esas cuatro áreas focales del GEF, agregó, actuarán como soporte principal de una nueva forma de participación ciudadana consciente del medio ambiente global.

El Programa se dirige a parlamentarios, autoridades locales, comunidades de las iglesias, educadores y comunicadores radiales, de naciones como Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, México, y Perú, quienes deberán ser capacitados mediante el encuentro con especialistas y visitas de campo.

Ese vínculo, especificó el funcionario, se establecerá a través de municipios piloto.

De esa manera, agregó Díaz Duque, se abordará el desconocimiento de los problemas globales a los que hacen referencia cuatro acuerdos suscritos por la mayoría de los gobiernos del mundo en torno a la problemática del ambiente y los recursos naturales.

Estos son el Protocolo de Montreal -dirigido al cuidado de la Capa de Ozono-, la Agenda 21 -de acción para el Desarrollo Sustentable-, la Convención de Biodiversidad, y la Convención de cambio Climático, detalló.

Se tratará asimismo, continuó, la falta de sensibilización por la baja cobertura mediática y educativa en general y la lenta incorporación de esas temáticas en los currículos educativos, así como la incomprensión ciudadana de los compromisos de sus gobiernos e implicaciones en sus vidas por la implementación de esas medidas.

De esa manera, esperan los expertos, deberá generarse una conciencia pública y elevarse los niveles de comprensión e la ciudadanía sobre los cuatro temas ambientales principales de interés del GEF que constituyen los ejes temáticos del evento.

Asimismo deberá obtenerse un compromiso hacia acciones voluntarias y una ciudadanía pro activa para un ambiente adecuado a decisión nacional.

Como parte del evento, que se celebra desde ayer  y hasta el 22 de este mes en el Centro Capitolio de la Habana, los delegados realizarán una visita de campo a la Sierra del Rosario y la Comunidad Las Terrazas, reconocida por muchos como un buen ejemplo de desarrollo rural sostenible.

http://www.cuba.cu/ 

Elogian capacidad de instituciones cubanas medioambientales

Lorena San Román, del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), calificó hoy de impresionantes las capacidades institucionales cubanas sobre un programa educativo relativo al tema. 

Cuba dispone de instituciones y mecanismos de integración muy positivos que trabajan de manera conjunta en la aplicación del Proyecto de Ciudadanía Ambiental Global (GEC), dijo a la AIN San Román, Coordinadora de la iniciativa, de la Oficina Regional para América Latina y El Caribe del PNUMA. 

Posee también una excelente Mesa Nacional, integrada por expertos que realizan una labor muy eficaz, agregó al referirse a la Dirección del Plan, en la que figuran representantes de la Asamblea Nacional del Poder Popular, de centros especializados y del Consejo de Iglesias. 

La especialista elogió la inventiva cubana de establecer Direcciones locales en las redes municipales de capacitación, una experiencia muy bien recibida en Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, México y Perú, escogidos también para iniciar la introducción del Plan, comentó. 

Pero además, precisó, existe una voluntad política considerable para aplicar la teoría, muy difícil de lograr en otros países, y lamentó la falta de apoyo gubernamental a proyectos sociales en otras naciones, algunas con deterioro de su entorno y otras por carecer de respaldo de la población. 

San Román es una de las expertas invitadas al Taller Regional Parlamentario sobre el GEC, que sesiona hasta el viernes en el Capitolio de La Habana, junto a miembros del Parlamento Latinoamericano y diputados cubanos, quienes fomentan la información y la comunicación ambientales.

http://www.bohemia.cubaweb.cu/
Acuerdan en la Habana importante Programa de Cooperación Sur-Sur
Los participantes en la Primera Reunión de Altos Funcionarios para la Cooperación Sur-Sur lograron identificar un conjunto de siete áreas en las cuales la colaboración puede ser más fructífera.

Representantes de varios países latinoamericanos y del Caribe acordaron en esta capital un programa de Cooperación Sur-Sur para enfrentar los principales problemas ambientales que afectan a la región.

Los participantes en la Primera Reunión de Altos Funcionarios para la Cooperación Sur-Sur, declaró a Prensa Latina Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, Director Regional del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), lograron identificar un conjunto de siete áreas en las cuales la colaboración puede ser más fructífera.

Hemos concretado ideas sobre como comenzar a trabajar para, con el papel catalizador de las agencias de la ONU, lograr impactos objetivos específicos en el desarrollo sostenible de los pequeños estados insulares del Caribe, explicó el funcionario.

Tras la cita, aseguró, los países de la región estamos en excelentes condiciones para avanzar en esa dirección, así como de responder al Foro de Ministros de Medio Ambiente de América Latina con resultados bien representativos de lo que puede ser la colaboración Sur-Sur.

La reunión, explicó por su parte Jorge Fernández Chamero, Director de Colaboración Internacional del Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnología y Medio Ambiente de Cuba, responde a la Decisión 4 de la XIV Reunión del Foro de Ministros de Medio Ambiente de América Latina y el Caribe celebrada el pasado año en Panamá.

Ese acuerdo se refiere a la implementación de un Programa de Pequeños Estados Insulares en Desarrollo del Caribe.

Particular relevancia se le dio a la necesidad de la movilización de recursos para el Programa de Acción de Barbados (1994), tanto por la vía de los proyectos GEF, como por las donaciones bilaterales y multilaterales.

En la cita, Chamero expuso en nombre de Cuba la urgente necesidad de continuar demandando el cumplimiento por parte de los países desarrollados de la ayuda en recursos financieros que requiere la implementación de ese plan.

Cuba propuso en ese sentido que los acuerdos de la reunión de América Latina y el Caribe, sean llevados al encuentro mundial de Mauricio, en el 2005, como un ejemplo de procesos construidos desde nuestra región, en función de contribuir a resolver o mitigar problemas de la comunidad de pequeños estados insulares del Caribe.

En particular las áreas en las cuales las naciones reunidas trabajarán de inmediato son Energías Renovables, Cambio Climático, Manejo de Desastres, Recursos Acuíferos, Biodiversidad (incluyendo pesquerías y bosques), Manejo sostenible de los recursos de tierra, Comercio y Medio Ambiente, Gestión Integrada del Mar Caribe, y Bioseguridad.

En esta primera reunión de su tipo en el área estuvieron presentes Barbados, Belice, Brasil, Trinidad y Tobago, Argentina, Chile y Venezuela.

Además se encontraban el Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Desarrollo, la Comisión Económica para América Latina (CEPAL) y el Centro Agronómico Tropical de Investigación y Enseñanza.

Asimismo asistieron la Organización de Estados del Caribe del Este, la Red del Caribe para el Desarrollo Rural Integrado y las Universidades de Belice, Guyana, y de las Indias Orientales.

http://www.azcentral.com/
Cuba: países ricos deben pagar su deuda ecológica
Legisladores cubanos iniciaron el miércoles un taller regional de capacitación sobre biodiversidad y manejo de las aguas internacionales, mientras reclamaron el pago de la "deuda ecológica" de los países ricos con América Latina.

Una docena de diputados y varios funcionarios de organismos multinacionales sesionarán aquí hasta el próximo viernes.

El taller es parte del programa "ciudadanía ambiental global" que busca generar "una cultura del desarrollo sustentable", explicó Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente.

Durante la apertura, las autoridades cubanas destacaron también como eje de la problemática ecológica los dispares nexos entre las naciones ricos y pobres.

"Nuestros países están comprometidos con la deuda económica. ¿Pero que hay de la deuda ecológica?", se preguntó el viceministro y también diputado isleño José Díaz Duque.

Entrevistado por la AP, el funcionario recordó que los países desarrollados impulsaron durante siglos su economía con recursos naturales de América Latina, sin que esta recibiera "ni un centavo".

Paralelamente, se mostró poco optimista en las nuevas tendencias, auspiciadas por el Banco Mundial, de firmar acuerdos para cambiar pagos de la deuda por la protección de la naturaleza.

Más aún, Duque se dijo preocupado por los intentos de las naciones poderosas de "comprar" la cuota de emisión de contaminantes a las subdesarrolladas.

"Eso no es justo. Lo que tienen que hacer es reducir sus emisiones", agregó Díaz.

Más optimista sobre el mecanismo de canje de deuda por naturaleza fue el representante por el Parlatino, el brasileño Amadeu da Costa.

"El Parlatino defendió la tesis de hacer el pago de la deuda externa con bosques, que todos los días emanan oxígeno para todo el planeta. Lo más justo que los países paguen por este servicio", indicó Da Costa a la AP.

http://www.pnuma.org
PNUMA: nueva biblioteca virtual Red de Formación Ambiental
La Red de Formación Ambiental (RFA) del Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), ha establecido esta BIBLIOTECA VIRTUAL, en donde el usuario podrá encontrar la mayor parte de los títulos publicados dentro de nuestra Red. 

La Biblioteca Virtual de la RFA quiere ofrecer una vía abierta a la lectura de los textos básicos para la formación Ambiental, los manuales de capacitación y los textos de pensamiento ambiental, para contribuir a la formación de capacidades y de conciencia que movilicen la acción de los pueblos y gobiernos de la región hacia la construcción de sociedades sustentables.

Su creación se desarrolló en vista de la necesidad que se tiene en toda la región de conocer este tipo de publicaciones y la incomodidad que genera en la mayoría de las casos obtener un ejemplar físico debido a los costos y los tiempos de entrega, sobre todo cuando estos se desean en regiones apartadas de la región. El uso de esta BIBLIOTECA VIRTUAL es totalmente gratuito ya que nuestra intención es divulgar las diferentes visiones que se tienen del cuidado y conservación del medio ambiente.

Si usted desea ingresar solo debe crear un nombre de usuario y loguearse cada vez que quiera consultar nuestra Biblioteca. Esperamos que sea de su competo agrado y puedan sacar el máximo provecho a esta experiencia.

Los libros pueden encontrarse por serie, título o autor, estos se pueden consultar en línea y a su vez pueden ser descargados a su computadora personal desde su hogar u oficina, sin embargo es importante tener en cuenta que al bajar el libro completo en una sola descarga, puede tardarse algunos minutos dependiendo del tipo de conexión al que usted este suscrito.

No olvide que para hacer uso de esta BIBLIOTECA VIRTUAL usted debe tener instalado en su ordenador, Adobe Acrobat. En caso de no tenerlo puede descargarlo gratuitamente haciendo clic en este vínculo. De igual forma necesitará tener instalado en su ordenador un programa de descompresión de archivos como el popular Winzip, en caso de no tenerlo, dé clic sobre el vínculo y descárguelo gratuitamente. 

Por último si usted desea hacer descargas y su conexión a Internet no es muy rápida o eficiente, existen herramientas gratuitas en la Web que le permiten bajar archivos de gran tamaño en varias sesiones con la comodidad de retomar la descarga justo en el lugar que usted la dejó ya sea voluntaria o accidentalmente, como herramienta de ayuda hemos puesto un vínculo de descarga de uno de los más populares programas que realizan esta función, GetRight, sólo oprima sobre el vínculo y descárguelo. Una vez instaladas estas herramientas usted se encontrará listo para navegar este sitio sin inconvenientes.

www.tierramerica.net
	BRAZIL: Chagas Disease Alters DNA 
	


RIO DE JANEIRO - Chagas disease, which affects 18 million people in Latin America, can be lethal because it causes genetic alterations, according to the findings of scientists at the University of Brasilia. 

In Brazil there are some six million people infected with the Trypanosoma cruzi parasite, which causes this disease and is transmitted by the Triatoma infestans, an insect known here as 'barbeiro', and 'vinchuca', 'chipo' or 'chupón' in Latin America's Spanish-speaking countries. 

Chagas disease (American trypanosomiasis) kills an average of 33,000 Brazilians each year, through damage to the heart or other organs. The parasite adds its own DNA to that of the infected cells and the body's immune system attacks the altered tissue as if it were foreign, explained Antonio Teixeira, research coordinator. 

This discovery opens the way to search for a cure for the disease, but even so, it is likely to take decades, he said. 

	
	 
	 



	CHILE: Save the Native Trees! 
	
	


SANTIAGO - The Chilean environmental group Fiscalía del Medio Ambiente presented a case before the capital's Court of Appeals to overturn a decree from Agriculture Minister Jaime Campos that authorizes the logging of native tree species, which have been declared national monuments. 

The decree, according to the activists, threatens autochthonous species like the 'alerce' (Fitzroya cupressoides), 'araucaria' or monkey puzzle (Araucaria araucana) and the 'belloto' (Beilschmiedia mierssi). 

The group argues that the decree is illegal and unconstitutional and also violates the international Convention on Nature Protection and Wildlife Preservation in the Americas. 

According to the decree, under exceptional circumstances the cutting or removal of the national monument species may be authorized when it is necessary for carrying out ''projects or activities of national or regional interest.'' 

The environmentalists' claim is backed by Chilean Forest Defenders, the National Ecological Action Network and Greenpeace. 

	
	 
	 



	VENEZUELA: Two Children Die from Bat Bites 
	
	


CARACAS - Two Venezuelan children died of rabies last week after being bitten by blood-sucking bats in a settlement on the coast of the northeastern state of Sucre. 

The boys, ages three and 10, were bitten while they slept, and their parents took them to a health center for treatment ''too late''. The minors were already suffering convulsions, fever and limb numbness, said Ninoska Lozada, head of the Health Ministry's regional epidemiology department. 

The health authorities have not determined the exact species of bat that bit the children, but Lozada believes it is probably not native to the area. Bats are the most biodiverse mammal species in the country, with more than 150 types. 

Rabies is the oldest known animal virus in Sucre, and its mortality rate is ''almost 100 percent,'' said the expert. 

	
	 
	 



	CUBA: Warning on Forest Fire Risks 
	
	


HAVANA - Hurricane Ivan's passage through Cuba's Guanahacabibes Peninsula in September left a danger of forest fire, which would be disastrous for the strategic biosphere reserve located there. 

Experts warned that a mere spark could be enough to set fire to the great number of trees, branches and leaves that accumulated on the ground as a result of the hurricane's winds on the peninsula, located some 200 km west of Havana. 

The forest service corps from the area drew up a program for prevention and surveillance, which includes air patrols and ground clean-up. 

Forest service staff will also receive training to fight forest fires, which are normally very rare in the region. 

They should be ready by Feb. 1, when the high-risk period begins, says Jesús Cabrera, a forest protection expert. 

	
	 
	 



	HONDURAS: To the Rescue of Chismuyo Bay 
	
	


TEGUCIGALPA - Local officials and residents of the Honduran department of Valle, on the southern border with El Salvador, this month launched a project to save Chisjuyo Bay, in the Gulf of Fonseca. 

Soraya Reyes, governor of Valle, told Tierramérica that with funds from the European Union they are working to preserve mangrove forests and marine and land-based nature preserves. 

Along the bay there are 32,500 hectares of mangroves and some 40 communities, mostly fishing villages. The project aims to control the use of dynamite in fishing and to protect endangered fish species, said Reyes. 

The wetlands system in the area serves as an important regulator of water flow, preventing floods and the salinization of freshwater, said Jorge Varela, of the non-governmental Committee for the Defense and Protection of Flora and Fauna in the Gulf of Fonseca. 

	
	 
	 



	GUATEMALA: Reproducing Endangered Fish 
	
	


GUATEMALA CITY - A technical mission from Taiwan is helping Guatemalan officials in an effort to boost the population of the Petenia splendida, or red bay snook, typical of this country but in danger of extinction from overfishing, officials from the Taiwanese embassy told Tierramérica. 

The meat of this fish is particularly tender and tasty, and local demand continues to rise. 

The center of snook reproduction is Petén lake, in northern Guatemala, according to the Fund for International Development and Cooperation, overseen by the Guatemalan Foreign Ministry. 

The Taiwanese technical experts are helping to set up and finance a new fish hatchery. From March to May, they successfully produced 3,500 fish. 

The Taiwanese embassy says the success ''has not only helped overcome the crisis of potential extinction of the fish, but has set a new landmark in the development of fish farming.'' 
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATES                  -  21 OCTOBER 2004

Libération, 21 octobre. « Pollution. Le plan français d'allocation de quotas doit être une nouvelle fois révisé »
Paris tient Bruxelles en haleine avec son CO2

La France a beau faire de la lutte contre le réchauffement climatique son cheval de bataille, elle a une méchante tendance à traîner les pieds dès qu'il s'agit de passer aux actes et d'imposer des contraintes aux industriels. Nouvelle illustration de ce décalage avec son plan national d'allocation de CO2, une pièce pourtant maîtresse de la mise en application du protocole de Kyoto.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=247790
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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• Annan calls for funds, urges African Union to deploy quickly in Darfur, Sudan

• Security Council expects to meet in Kenya on Sudan’s Darfur crisis – President

• January elections in Iraq still ‘technically possible,’ Secretary-General says

• Annan encouraged that independent Oil-for-Food probe is pressing forward

• $195 million paid out by UN war reparations panel for Iraq invasion of Kuwait

• Annan urges all communities in Kosovo to vote in Saturday’s elections

• Annan hails announced suspension of fighting between Nepal and Maoist rebels

• UN relief official spotlights world’s largest neglected crisis in northern Uganda

• Annan asks Security Council for three-year renewal of UN West Africa Office

• General Assembly legal committee resumes debate on anti-cloning text

• UN launches container control programme to fight illicit trafficking

• After 14 years of displacement, Liberians to return home to key areas with UN aid

• Rights groups worldwide should be given greater organizing leeway, UN told

• Women still face obstacles in reaching senior staff positions at UN – report
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Annan calls for funds, urges African Union to deploy quickly in Darfur, Sudan

21 October - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today hailed the African Union’s decision

to send an expanded force of troops and police with a broad mandate to protect monitors, aid workers

and civilians in the conflict in western Sudan and he called on countries to contribute urgently and

generously to the AU as it prepares to deploy.

The AU Peace and Security Council announced yesterday that it would increase its observer mission of

465 to a full peacekeeping force that would include 2,341 military personnel, among them 450 observers, and up to 815 civilian personnel.

Mr. Annan told journalists that he learned from the AU Commission Chairman, currently Alpha Oumar Konare, that “in addition to monitoring the ceasefire, they are supposed to help create an environment that would be conducive to delivery of humanitarian assistance and the return of displaced persons to their homes. And that they also have a mandate to protect civilians in the immediate vicinity, if they are in threat.” He added that he hoped that they would proceed quickly and that, meanwhile, pressure must be maintained on the Sudanese Government and the rebels to honour their commitments. Mr. Konare had said the AU would work towards a breakthrough in the talks between the Sudanese Government and rebel delegates that started today in the Nigerian capital, Abuja.

Through a spokesperson, Mr. Annan also said the planned AU deployment “requires complex and massive planning and logistical support.”

“The Secretary-General considers it essential that the African Union receive the urgent, adequate and continuing support of the international community, not only to quickly deploy but also to sustain effectively its mission,” the statement said.“The UN will continue to offer the AU whatever assistance it can. The Secretary-General urges all Member States with capacity urgently and generously to provide the required support.” In Abuja, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, began meetings with representatives of the Sudanese Government, and the Darfur rebel groups – the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).

Mr. Pronk, too, welcomed the AU Council’s decision to expand the size and mandate of its force, taking into account recommendations made by the UN.

“The AU has done its part. It’s time now for the others to do theirs: the countries that are in a position to provide the required assistance to the AU must do it without delay, and the Government and the other parties to the Darfur conflict must extend full cooperation with the African Mission,” he said.

“Time is of the essence. Any effort must be exerted to ensure the speedy deployment of the Mission.”

Security Council expects to meet in Kenya on Sudan’s Darfur crisis – President

21 October - The United Nations Security Council is considering holding a two-day meeting next month in Nairobi, Kenya, primarily to discuss the crisis in Darfur, Sudan, the permanent representative of the United Kingdom, which holds the rotating Council presidency for October, said today.

In answer to reporters’ questions outside the Council chamber, Ambassador Sir Emyr Jones Parry said, “I

think we are moving to a position where soon we will formalize the decision, but I expect the decision –

clearly the Council will meet in Nairobi on18 and 19 November. It would be primarily to talk about the

situation in the whole of Sudan, focusing perhaps especially on the political processes.”

Council members would also take advantage of their presence there to discuss with the African Union (AU) other issues, such as the UN relationship with the AU and Kenya’s peace-building efforts in the region, he said. The news encounter came after the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Jan Egeland, briefed the Council on a range of African issues, including the crisis in the western Sudanese territory of Darfur. Mr. Egeland told journalists that security had replaced access as the most pressing need in the Darfur crisis, and he appealed for every effort to be made to bring in the African Union’s (AU) promised reinforcements for its observer mission. Western donors would have to help the AU with deployment funding, he said. Of the 780 humanitarian aid workers in the region, some had been killed, harassed or kidnapped. The problem was not solely humanitarian access, but security for aid workers, Mr. Egeland said. The AU has promised to send in 3,000 troops, but lack of funding has delayed their arrival. Mr. Egeland said he noted the progress made in Darfur to the extent that more than 1 million refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) have been provided with food, water, sanitation and other humanitarian services. “We are exceeding many of the goals we set ourselves two months ago, however, the goal post has been pushed miles ahead of us because so many more people have been affected,” he added.

He estimated the number in desperate need but not being reached as in the hundreds of thousands.

January elections in Iraq still ‘technically possible,’ Secretary-General says

21 October - Elections scheduled for next January in Iraq are still “technically possible” but security must improve in order for the United Nations to be able to send in more personnel to help with the planning, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

Speaking to reporters upon arriving at UN Headquarters in New York, the Secretary-General stressed that it was up to the Iraqis – “who are planning the elections, who are organizing the elections” – to decide if the polls go forward. “We still have a couple of months yet. But at this point, it is still technically possible, depending upon what happens in the next couple of months,” he said.

The Secretary-General acknowledged that additional UN staff must be sent to Iraq as developments move forward. “But the circumstances have to be conducive in the sense that either we have to notice a genuine improvement in the security environment or solid arrangements for the protection of the staff,” he said.

The United Nations announced yesterday that Fiji has agreed to provide a protective security detail for senior UN officials in Iraq, as well as a guard unit for its facilities in Baghdad.

Talks are still ongoing with the United States-led multinational force (MNF) on a unit to provide UN perimeter security, as well as armed escorts for UN personnel as they travel outside the international zone in Baghdad. Mr. Annan said the MNF has indicated it “will do that and we are in discussions with them to determine exactly how they will do it and what their capacity is for us to make the judgments that we have to make.”

Annan encouraged that independent Oil-for-Food probe is

pressing forward

21 October - After meeting with the head of the independent inquiry examining allegations of corruption

surrounding the United Nations Oil-for-Food programme, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today hailed the

thorough work done so far in seeking to determine the truth. “The Secretary-General is encouraged that the Committee is working diligently on the inquiry and looks forward to receiving its final report,” a UN spokesperson said in a statement following the meeting between Mr. Annan and Paul Volcker, the Chairman of the Independent Inquiry Committee and former head of the United States Federal Reserve

Board. On entering the UN prior to the meeting, the Secretary-General was asked by reporters about the scandal’s impact on the world body. “There is no doubt that the constant campaign has, and the discussions have, hurt the UN,” he said. “That’s why we want to get to the bottom of it and clear it as quickly as possible.” The Volcker inquiry today released comprehensive tables of companies participating in purchases of Iraqi oil and the sale of goods under the Oil-for-Food programme. According to the Inquiry, 248 companies received and paid for contracts totaling $64.2 billion, while 3,545 companies exported goods to south and central Iraq, receiving payment totalling $32.9 billion.

Another 941 companies are identified by name only for exports to northern Iraq.

In a briefing paper accompanying the release of the data, the Inquiry said the investigation has made “substantial progress,” organizing its 65 staff members into specific investigative teams. Scores of witness interviews have been conducted in Europe, the US, Iraq and elsewhere in the Middle East. Committee staff members are continuing to review UN records as well as transactions related to the programme.

$195 million paid out by UN war reparations panel for Iraq invasion of Kuwait

21 October - The United Nations Compensation Commission (UNCC) paying damages to those who suffered during Iraq’s 1990 invasion and occupation of Kuwait today announced the disbursement of nearly $195 million. The money will go to 20 governments and two offices of international organizations for distribution to more than 2,100 successful claimants.

The new payment brings the overall amount of compensation granted so far to about $18.8 billion.

Annan urges all communities in Kosovo to vote in Saturday’s elections

21 October - With the people of Kosovo heading to the polls this weekend for legislative elections,

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on all communities in the province to exercise

their right to vote.

“I urge members of the Kosovo Serb community to participate in the election and in this way to ensure

that their interests and concerns are represented and promoted within Kosovo’s provisional institutions,”

said a statement issued by a spokesperson for Mr. Annan.“Kosovo’s leaders should do their utmost to encourage Kosovo’s voters to engage in the democratic process.”

Balloting on Saturday will be for representatives to the Kosovo Assembly, part of the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government, and are the first largely organized and run by the people of Kosovo themselves. Mr. Annan voiced confidence that the elections “will prove to be yet another significant step in the consolidation of Kosovo’s representative and democratic provisional institutions of self-government and a further demonstration of Kosovo’s progress on the path of normalization and stability,” the statement said. Meanwhile, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, also urged the province’s Serb community to take part in Saturday’s elections.

Speaking during a visit this afternoon to Shtërpcë/Štrpce town, he said he understood that people were disappointed with progress so far but stressed that they had every reason to vote. “Elections are not about the past, they are about the future. The fact that there hasn’t been much progress is reason to participate, to look ahead and be part of the future,” he said. Mr. Jessen-Petersen also praised town, with its integrated multi-ethnic assembly, as a model for other municipalities. “You represent in many ways the kind of municipality we want to see throughout Kosovo,” he said, congratulating Assembly President Sladjan Ilic for being a “wise and responsible political leader” who, by encouraging people to vote despite the unhappiness many Kosovo Serbs felt with their present condition, decided to give Kosovo a chance to move forward. He pointed out that it was clear that if Kosovo wanted to move forward and become part of Europe there must be “significant, demonstrable” progress in the implementation of standards, especially in security, the rule of law, the protection of minorities, freedom of movement, the return of displaced persons and decentralization “with true and real local self-government.”

He was confident, he said, that Kosovo authorities understood that, and added that those who go out and vote would have every right to hold not only the international community but also those politicians that get elected accountable for results.

Annan hails announced suspension of fighting between Nepal and Maoist rebels

21 October - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the decisions by

Maoist insurgents and the Government of Nepal to halt fighting temporarily in observance of a

national holiday. “The Secretary-General considers this to be a positive first step towards the possible resumption of a peace process in Nepal, which he believes to be a matter of urgent importance,” said a statement issued by Mr. Annan’s spokesman.

The Maoist Communist Party of Nepal announced that it would suspend military action for nine days, coinciding with the Nepalese Dashain festivals that began yesterday, while the Government decided it would not initiate offensives against the rebels.

The statement said Mr. Annan strongly encouraged the Government and Maoists “to extend the suspension of hostilities beyond the holiday period in the interest of peace and the restoration of a degree of normalcy, which ordinary Nepalese citizens desperately need.”

Through his spokesman, the Secretary-General also stressed his availability “to assist in any manner that would lead to the peaceful resolution of the conflict in Nepal.”

UN relief official spotlights world’s largest neglected crisis in northern Uganda

21 October - Shining the spotlight on what he called the world’s largest neglected humanitarian emergency, a senior United Nations relief official today called on the international community to get more involved in the nearly two-decade-old conflict in northern Uganda. “Where else in the world have there been 20,000 kidnapped children? Where else in the world have 90 per cent of the population in large districts been displaced? Where else in the world do children make up 80 per cent of the terrorist insurgency movement?” said Jan Egeland, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator.

“For me the situation is a moral outrage,” Mr. Egeland told reporters after briefing the Security Council on a number of  humanitarian issues in Africa.

According to UN sources, the 18-year rebellion of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) against the Government has forced more than 1.6 million Ugandans – half of them children – to flee to squalid and overcrowded camps in order to escape wanton attacks and killings. The numbers include some 40,000 “night commuters,” children who sleep under verandas, in schools, hospital courtyards, or bus parking places overnight to evade the snare of the LRA.

Mr. Egeland said he was heartened that the Council devoted so much time to the situation in northern Uganda and that there was a unanimous view that more international attention was merited, along with more efforts to bring an end to the senseless killing and suffering.

He also noted there were positive signals from the Government, citing more security in a number of areas in northern Uganda, a larger presence by Government forces to help protect humanitarian work, a new law concerning those uprooted from their homes and more recognition “of how big the problem is.”

“We hope, on the humanitarian side, that we’re now seeing a beginning of an end to this 18-year, endless litany of horrors, where the children are the fighters and the victims in northern Uganda,” he said.

“This would take a much bigger international investment – in money, in political engagement, in diplomacy and also more concerted efforts to tell the parties there is no military solution,” he added. Rather, “there is a solution through reconciliation, an end to the killing and the reintegration and demobilization of the child combatants.”

Annan asks Security Council for three-year renewal of UN West Africa Office

21 October - Requesting a three-year extension of the mandate of the United Nations Office for West Africa (UNOWA), Secretary-General Kofi Annan says it has proved a useful instrument in raising public awareness about cross-border problems and promoting conflict prevention in the region.

In a letter to the Security Council, he recommends that UNOWA’s mandate be extended through 2007, subject to a mid-term review in July 2006.

If the Security Council agrees, he says he would strengthen the Dakar-based Office, as a Security Council mission recommended after its fact-finding travels across West Africa last June.

In its mission report, the Council said it welcomed the initiative of UNOWA and the Economic Commission for West African States (ECOWAS) to identify ways of preventing coups d'état and other unconstitutional means of seizing or holding power, as well as to lessen those abuses of power that are usually the root causes of attempts to overthrow governments.

In an annex accompanying the letter, Mr. Annan said his Special Representative, UNOWA chief Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, had taken part in high-level negotiations relating to the turmoil in Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia and, as part of conflict prevention, he had visited Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo.

UNOWA is to develop a regional disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programme for the peace-keeping missions in the area, according to the letter.

In addition, “work has started on the preparation of a study on youth unemployment and peace, with the assistance of ILO (the UN International Labour Organization) and a consultant, and in collaboration with ECOWAS.” The study is expected to be submitted to the Security Council by the end of 2004.

General Assembly legal committee resumes debate on anticloning text

21 October - The United Nations General Assembly’s legal committee today resumed debate on two competing draft resolutions that would ban all reproductive cloning.

Both versions under discussion in the Sixth Committee ban all human cloning but differ on language concerning the use of human cells for purposes other than reproduction.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said he supported experimental cloning. “The issue is before the Member States and I think it is an important issue. Obviously it’s an issue for [them] to decide. But as an individual and in my personal view, I think I will go for therapeutic cloning,” he said.

In introducing the draft sponsored by Costa Rica, which also forbids the experimental use of embryonic stem cells, representative Roberto Tovar said that the development of biotechnology offered great possibilities, but human cloning for either the purpose of creating identical copies or for scientific experimentation required the utmost caution.

Experimental cloning was unnecessary, as adult stem cells could cure the same diseases as embryonic ones, he said. And allowing experimental cloning would create the conditions for unscrupulous scientists to attempt reproductive cloning. The resolution he was introducing reaffirmed that human cloning was incompatible with respect for human dignity, Mr. Tovar said, and expressed the Assembly’s intention to promote scientific research in the areas of biology and genetics in a way that respected human rights.

The draft sponsored by Belgium, that country’s representative, Marc Pecsteen, said, did not exclude the possibility for a country to forbid all forms of human cloning and a future international treaty explicitly foresaw that possibility. The draft was also not a proposal in favour of therapeutic cloning but only acknowledged the differences of opinion on that question.

The text contained a mandate for a convention that would cover reproductive cloning and other forms of human cloning simultaneously so as to meet the wishes of delegations to treat the two questions in the framework of a single instrument, he said. Reproductive cloning would be banned without exception.

As to other forms of cloning, three options were offered: they could be banned, submitted to a moratorium, or regulated through national legislation that submitted research to strict controls to avoid misuse, Mr. Pecsteen said. The nature of those controls could be elaborated in the treaty.

Last year the Committee voted by a slim margin to delay bringing the two drafts to the full Assembly for two years.

UN launches container control programme to fight illicit

trafficking

21 October - The United Nations crime fighting agency has teamed with customs agencies around the

world to combat the illegal transport of people, weapons and drugs in the more than 7 million shipping

containers that move around the globe each day. The Container Control Programme is intended to support port control measures in developing countries, bringing together new teams of customs officials and police, and providing them with training and equipment to target illicit trafficking via maritime freight containers.

Launched by the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in partnership with the World Customs Organization (WCO), the programme’s $1.4 million first phase will begin at the ports of Guayaquil, Ecuador, and Dakar, Senegal. Similar port control activities should expand to Pakistan and Ghana next year. According to UNODC, container traffic has risen over the past 10 years to 220 million units in 2000, and is expected to double by 2012, as licit merchandise transported in containers generates legitimate revenue for hundreds of millions of people.

But containers also facilitate the trafficking of large quantities of heroin and cocaine. They also often serve the trade in weapons, chemical waste and even human beings, and are used to ship money earned illicitly from organized crime. “Visiting borders and ports in developing countries, one can notice a huge number of trucks and containers without the specialized controls needed to separate commercial trade from criminal activities,” said UNODC Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa.

After 14 years of displacement, Liberians to return home to key

areas with UN aid

21 October - Six counties in Liberia are ready for the return of people who had been forced to flee up to

14 years previously when fighting engulfed the West African nation, the United Nations peacekeeping

mission there has announced. Some 100,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) are expected to participate in the return process, which UN officials say will give these citizens the chance to begin a new life and participate in elections scheduled for 2005.

Each individual who returns will get a two-month food ration as well as home supplies like blankets, soap, sleeping mats and a family cooking set. Transportation and a small cash grant are also provided.

The aid is deliberately structured to avoid creating dependence on outside help, according to Abou Moussa, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Deputy Special Representative for Liberia.

“We are gradually moving away from the usual hand-outs that we give at the beginning of any emergency operation in terms of food and what we call non-food items,” he told the UN News Service from the capital, Monrovia. In order to help the returnees improve their long-term economic prospects, the UN and its partners are providing seeds and tools while working to upgrade Liberia’s infrastructure by rehabilitating hospitals and rebuilding schools damaged during the fighting.

The counties of Grand Cape Mount, Bomi, Gbarpolu, Margibi, Bong and Rivercess are ready for returns thanks to Liberia’s growing stability. “We can easily say that the guns have been silenced,” said Mr. Moussa.He attributed this to the fact that UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has received nearly its full complement of 15,000 troops. “The physical presence of the military will secure the environment.”

In addition, the progressive return of humanitarian workers “reinforced security,” while the rehabilitation of facilities and distribution of food encouraged displaced people to go back home, he added.

Their return is being timed with Liberia’s agricultural cycle. “We don’t want them to lose the planting season,” he noted. Looking to the broader issue of peacekeeping, Mr. Moussa observed that having adequate troop strength is a necessary but not sufficient condition for success. “Providing resources for peacekeeping is not enough,” he said. “Unless we also support other activities which facilitate the return and stability of the population, the dynamism in the economy, we have not completed the assignment.”

Rights groups worldwide should be given greater organizing leeway, UN told

21 October - Human rights groups should find it simple to become legal entities, uncomplicated to appeal government rejection, easy to raise money, not difficult to take part in a wide range of protest activities, so long as their actions are transparent, a United Nations human rights expert says.

In a report to Secretary-General Kofi Annan for transmission to the General Assembly, Mr. Annan’s Special Representative on human rights defenders, Hina Jilani, says whereas she “recognizes that States can regulate freedom of association, she encourages them to adopt regimes of ‘declaration’ or ‘notification,’ whereby an organization is considered a legal entity as soon as it has notified its existence to the relevant administration by providing basic information.” Access to funds to defend human rights should be facilitated by the law, even if the sources are foreign, she says.

“No restrictions should be imposed on the types of activities that human rights defenders carry out in the defence of human rights, provided they respect the principle of transparency and non-violence,” she says, including furthering democratic rights, advocating constitutional reforms and government accountability and publicizing opinions and facts critic al of government policies and actions.

Women still face obstacles in reaching senior staff positions at UN – report

21 October - The United Nations has given itself a mixed report card for its efforts to reach the General

Assembly’s target of equality between the numbers of men and women in professional and managerial

staffing.A report from Secretary-General Kofi Annan to the Assembly says although the proportion of women at those levels in the Secretariat, with contracts for one year or longer, rose 1.7 percent last year to 37.4 per cent on 30 June of this year, “the analysis of the longer-term trends portrays a picture of uneven progress in women’s representation at all levels.”

The reasons cited include unacknowledged biases among hiring managers who are not being held accountable. Another cause relates to expectations that managers must “work long hours and always be available,” thereby fostering imbalances between work and home life.

In addition, jobs for spouses of UN employees are not always easy to find in UN host countries and permission to work is sometimes slow in coming, making transfers impossible for some families, the survey adds. The UN, however, has become the second largest client of partnerjob.com, a non-profit agency which aims to find jobs for spouses of transferred staff.

The annual growth rate towards the 50/50 goal is expected to rise by only 0.4 per cent in professional and higher categories for appointments of one year or more, the report says.

It recommends some three dozen measures to deal with all the obstacles to women’s advancement that have been found so far while suggesting a deeper examination of other obstructions that are more difficult to analyze because “barriers to career progression for women become more informal and, thus, harder to identify, particularly at the more senior levels of the Organization.”

An accompanying chart shows that on 30 June of this year women formed 83.3 per cent of staff at the lowest professional level, the P-1, but 16.7 per cent of the highest staff level, the Under-Secretaries-General. For positions filled according to geographical region, women make up 42.3 percent of staff and the ratio is growing by 1 per cent per year, the report says.

Meanwhile, “the Secretary-General fully shares the views of the General Assembly regarding the issue of creating a work environment in the United Nations system that is free of harassment, especially sexual harassment, and remains firmly committed to a zero-tolerance policy in this regard.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

**Guest at Noon
We are expecting Jan Egeland, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and the UN’s Emergency Relief Coordinator, to be joining us shortly, following his briefing to the Security Council on the humanitarian situation in Africa.

**SG Comments
The Secretary-General, asked this morning by a reporter about the situation in Darfur, Sudan, said he had spoken to the Chairman of the African Union commission this morning on the decision to approve the expansion of the African Union force in Darfur.  He said he hoped they would proceed very quickly.
The Secretary-General emphasized the need to improve the security situation, and to maintain pressure on the Sudanese Government and rebels to honour their commitments.
We are expecting a formal statement by the Secretary-General on this subject shortly.
Asked about Iraq elections, he said that, at this point, it is still technically possible to have elections in Iraq in January.  As we move forward, he added, it will be necessary to send in additional UN staff.  But the circumstances have to be conducive, either in having a genuine improvement in the security environment or solid arrangements for the protection of staff.
We have the transcript of the comments he made to the press upon entering UN headquarters today.  And that’s available upstairs and on our Web site.
**Secretary-General Statement on the Communiqué Issued by the African Union Peace and Security Council of 17 October 2004
We just received the statement attributable to the Spokesman on the African Union Peace and Security decision:
“The Secretary-General commends the African Union Peace and Security Council for its decision to deploy an expanded AU force of troops and police in Darfur.  He especially welcomes the broad mandate given to the AU Mission, which will provide protection to a large number of AU monitors, as well as civilians and humanitarian operations under imminent threat.  In the light of the growing insecurity in Darfur, the Secretary-General urges the AU to deploy this force speedily.”
“The planned deployment requires complex and massive planning and logistical support.  The Secretary-General considers it essential that the African Union receive the urgent, adequate and continuing support of the international community, not only to quickly deploy, but also to sustain effectively its mission.  The AU mission is crucial to enhancing security for the civilian population and for the effective provision of much-needed humanitarian assistance.  The United Nations will continue to offer the African Union whatever assistance it can.  The Secretary-General urges all Member States with capacity, urgently and generously, to provide the required support.”
**Sudan
Turning to the region, the Abuja Talks between the Government of the Sudan and the rebel groups of Darfur, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), have started today.
Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for the Sudan, will be in Abuja to attend these talks and to discuss with the heads of the parties the ways to move forward with the peace negotiations and the role that the United Nations can play in this regard.
Regarding the decision by the African Union Peace and Security Council, to which we just referred, Jan Pronk also welcomed the decision and its timeliness.  He expressed his satisfaction at the broad mandate designed for the mission, which takes into account almost all the recommendations of the United Nations.
According to Jan Pronk, "The AU has done its part.  It's time now for the others to do theirs.  The countries that are in a position to provide the required assistance to the AU must do it without delay, and the Government and the other parties to the Darfur conflict must extend full cooperation with the African Mission”.
“Time is of essence, any effort must be exerted to ensure the speedy deployment of the Mission”, Pronk says.
Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) announced that the Office will be stepping up its operational activities in West Darfur as part of a collaborative UN effort to provide protection and assistance to hundreds of thousands of internally displaced people and refugees there.
**Security Council
And, as I mentioned, Jan Egeland is briefing the Security Council on humanitarian emergencies in Africa here at UN Headquarters.
Egeland is paying particular attention to Uganda, where a crisis that has displaced as many people as in Darfur receives a fraction of the attention.
And he will be joining us shortly, we hope.  If not, he will take questions at the stakeout microphone after the briefing.
**Independent Inquiry Committee into the UN Oil-for-Food Programme
I have a few more statements.
“This morning the Secretary-General met with Paul Volcker, the Chairman of the Independent Inquiry Committee into the UN Oil-for-Food Programme, to receive an updated briefing on the work of the Committee.
“The Secretary-General is encouraged that the Committee is working diligently on the inquiry and looks forward to receiving its final report.”
**Statement by the Secretary-General on the Elections for the Assembly in Kosovo
And we have a statement on Kosovo as well.
“On Saturday, this Saturday, twenty-third of October, the people of Kosovo will have the opportunity to vote for their representatives in the Assembly of Kosovo’s Provisional Institutions.
“The Secretary-General calls upon members of all of Kosovo’s communities to exercise their right to vote in the elections.  He urges members of the Kosovo Serb community to participate in the election, and in this way to ensure that their interests and concerns are represented and promoted within Kosovo’s provisional institutions.  Kosovo’s leaders should do their utmost to encourage Kosovo’s voters to engage in the democratic process.
“The 23 October elections will be the first that are largely organized and run by the people of Kosovo themselves.  He is confident that these elections will prove to be yet another significant step in the consolidation of Kosovo’s representative and democratic provisional institutions of self-government and a further demonstration of Kosovo’s progress on the path of normalization and stability.”
**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General - Nepal
And, finally, we have issued earlier this morning a statement on Nepal.
“The Secretary-General welcomes the announcement by the Communist party of Nepal (Maoist) to suspend military action for a period of nine days coinciding with the Napalese Dashain festivals beginning on 20 October 2004 and the decision of His Majesty’s Government of Nepal not to initiate offensives against the insurgent forces.
“The Secretary-General considers this to be a positive first step towards the possible resumption of a peace process in Nepal, which he believes to be a matter of urgent importance.  He strongly encourages the Government and Maoists to extend the suspension of hostilities beyond the holiday period in the interest of peace and the restoration of a degree of normalcy, which ordinary Nepalese citizens desperately need.
“The Secretary-General remains at the disposal of Nepal to assist in any manner that would lead to the peaceful resolution of the conflict in Nepal.”
**Afghanistan
And, turning to Afghanistan.  The UN Mission in Afghanistan today thanked coalition forces for their support in a rescue operation of an electoral civic educator, who had been the victim of an accidental weapons discharge that had wounded him badly in the arm.
In the process of bringing the civic educator to a hospital, the coalition rescuers were themselves injured when their helicopter crashed.  The pilot of the helicopter has since died from his injuries, and the Mission extends its deepest condolences to his family.
We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Kabul.
**UN Compensation Commission
And, the United Nations Compensation Commission has made available today a total of almost $195 million to 20 governments and two offices of international organizations for distribution to more than 2,100 successful claimants.
The Commission, as you know, was created in 1991 as a subsidiary organ of the UN Security Council.  It processes claims and pays compensation for losses suffered as a direct result of Iraq's unlawful invasion and occupation of Kuwait.
The present payment brings the overall amount of compensation paid so far to close to $19 billion.
We have more details in a press release upstairs.
**West Africa
And, on West Africa, just a couple of items:  The Secretary-General says that the UN Office for West Africa has been useful in raising public awareness about cross-border problems and promoting conflict prevention, and he asks for it to be extended by three years.
In a letter to the Security Council, which is out on the racks today, he notes the work the office has done, including the efforts by the head of the Office, Ahmedou Ould Abdallah, as Chairman of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission.  And he asks the Council to extend the Office until the end of 2007.
**Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission
And the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission, set up to assist the two countries to implement the International Court of Justice’s judgment on the demarcation of their land and maritime boundaries, is meeting in Abuja, Nigeria, today.
In his opening statement, Mr. Ould-Abdallah, Chairman of the Mixed Commission, reported that tranquillity prevails in the Lake Chad and land boundary areas where the transfers of authority have taken place.
Regarding the maritime boundary, he said submissions by both Cameroon and Nigeria were being considered by both parties. 
Regarding the delay in the transfer of authority from the BakassiPeninsula, Mr. Ould-Abdallah said that the Commission faced a real test on whether African States were ready to abide by the rule of law.  He remained convinced that the Commission would complete its assignment in due course, “sooner, rather than later”.
**Press Conference Tomorrow
And, just two announcements.  Tomorrow, Friday, at 12:30 in this room, Ambassador Heraldo Munoz of Chile, Chairman of the Security Council Sanctions Committee on Al-Qaida and the Taliban, and Ambassador Lauro Baja of the Philippines, will brief you on their recent trip to the Philippines, Cambodia, Thailand and Australia in connection with their work.

**UN Day Concert
And, I was just given this note for you.  There are tickets for the UN Day Concert still available.  This is on the 24th of October at 7 p.m. in the General Assembly Hall, and they will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis from the Media Accreditation and Liaison Unit, starting today.  And that’s in room S-250.

And that’s all I have for you.  We have Djibril Diallo today to brief you on the General Assembly.  I would like to turn to him if there aren’t, yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Is the October 24th concert on October 24th? Sunday?  Sunday night, then?

Spokesman:  The Media and Accreditation people just gave me this announcement.  Maybe they can clarify.  When is the concert?

Question:  All right.

Spokesman:  I was just handed this announcement by the Media and Accreditation Unit.

Question:  Any information on when the UN names the new security chief?

Spokesman:  We have nothing to announce yet on that.

Question:  Is the fence that’s going up a temporary fence outside, to replace one that will be rebuilt?  Do you know about that?

Spokesman:  The status of the current construction I’ll have to get you an update on.  We are replacing the current existing fence, but exactly what stage we are in that process.  [Later she said that the fence posts being put up were intended to provide a fence while parts of the old perimeter are taken down and a newer fence is constructed.]

Question:  [inaudible] a read-out on the Volcker meeting?  How long they met, what the Secretary-General might have asked?

Spokesman:  My understanding is that Mr. Volcker will be speaking to reporters shortly, so I think these questions probably are best to be addressed to him.

Question:  Any UN comment on this general who commented, whose words were taken the wrong way, he says, about John Kerry and Haiti?

Spokesman:  Well, we were asked about that earlier this week.  I have an update on that.  As you know, we were asked about the Secretary-General’s reaction to the remarks by the UN Force Commander in Haiti on statements by a candidate in the US presidential elections.  What I can say is that the Secretary-General has noted the statement issued by General Pereira on the 18th of October.  The Secretary-General’s own view is that the problems of the United Nations faces in Haiti have their roots in that country and nowhere else.  Also, UN officials should make public statements only within their area of competence and responsibility, and the Force Commander’s remarks, as originally reported, were therefore both wrong in content and in form.  That’s what I have for you on that subject.

Question:  Was there a punishment, or letter to his country?

Spokesman:  I think the statement speaks for itself in that regard.  Yes?

Question:  This is in [inaudible] Fiji stating that they would send troops for the protection of the staff in Iraq.  Is the Secretary-General confident that other States will be willing to send troops or police forces?

Spokesman:  Well, as you know, that effort continues and the Secretary-General, again, this morning made that point clear.

Thank you very much.  Djibril?

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.  The General Assembly is discussing today cooperation between the UN and regional and other organizations.

At its meeting yesterday, the General Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution urging all MemberStates and international organizations to strengthen their efforts in promoting the use of space technologies for the benefit of all humankind, taking into particular account the interest of developing countries, involving civil society, including the private sector.

Building on UNISPACE III, that is the United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space -- held in Vienna in 1999 -- the text adopted in the Assembly yesterday stresses the importance of following the guidelines set out in that Conference’s forward-looking outcome, “Space Millennium:  Vienna Declaration on Space and Human Development”.

The Plan of Action set out by the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs was also endorsed.  And that Plan of Action urges a focus on four main areas in the years ahead:  Number one, the use of outer space to support overarching global agendas for sustainable development; number two, developing coordinated global space capabilities; number three, the use of space to support specific agendas to meet human development needs; and number four, overall capacity development.

They highlighted the fact that the importance of space technologies went beyond information and communication, particularly for developing countries, and it included meteorology, marine biology, disaster management and forecasting, as well as in emerging fields such as tele-medicine and tele-health, which transmitted data, medical care and instructions over long distances to remote locations.

In the work of the committees, I’d like to draw your attention to the work of the First Committee.  As you will recall, the First Committee deals with disarmament and international security.  And that committee had two draft resolutions yesterday to review.  One draft resolution recognizing the prevention of an arms race in outer space would avert grave dangers to international peace and security.  And that draft resolution was submitted by the representative of Egypt, who said that the draft resolution would demonstrate the clear will of all peoples of the world, and that it emphasized the need to ensure that outer space remained for the common good of humankind.

The second draft resolution of the two being reviewed by the First Committee was introduced by the Russian Federation, and that draft would have the Assembly welcome the entry into force of the Treaty on Strategic Offensive Reductions, which is called the Moscow Treaty, and recognize specific steps taken by the Russian Federation and the United States to reduce their deployed strategic warheads.

Sixth Committee, this is the legal committee, is taking up today and tomorrow the issue of cloning, and the Committee has heard this morning various Member States, and was presented with the two draft resolutions that you know about, draft resolutions A/C.6/59/L.2 and A/C.6/59/L.8.

The Vice-Chairman of the Committee, from Costa Rica, introduced draft resolution A/C.6/59/L.2, and he said that the draft was endorsed by 
61 countries.  It calls for a total ban of all forms of human cloning and use of embryonic stem cells.

The second draft resolution, A/C.6/59/L.8, was introduced by Belgium, and the delegate from Belgium said it was similar to the one introduced last year.  He noted that the draft resolution, presented by his country and endorsed by 
21 other countries, calls for a convention that will ban all reproductive human cloning, which he notes is the common denominator between all Member States.  However, the draft resolution submitted by Belgium calls for a convention, which will give three options for countries to choose from when it comes to other forms of human cloning.  The session of the Sixth Committee is going on today and tomorrow, and we’ll keep you posted.  That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  If not, thank you very much.

Spokesman for Secretary-General:  I just have one quick announcement.  Since Jan Egeland is obviously not out of the Security Council consultations, I believe he will be available at the stakeout microphone afterwards to take your questions on the situation in Uganda and other emergencies in Africa.

And, in response to the question about the concert tickets, the Media and Accreditation Unit has just revised the note.  The concert is on Monday, the 25th of October, at 7 p.m. And the content of the programme is folkloric musical works performed by the Kuwaiti National Orchestra.  So, that’s all I have for you.  Have a good afternoon.  Thank you.
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