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Yubanet.Com

Treaty on hazardous chemicals to get teeth at Geneva meeting 

Officials from more than 100 countries are to meet next week in Geneva to give teeth to a United Nations-backed treaty aimed at helping developing countries more effectively manage hazardous chemicals and pesticides that have poisoned hundreds of thousands of people in recent decades and killed thousands through accidents, misuse and inadequate controls.

The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade prevents shipment of these chemicals - many of them linked to cancer, birth defects and other health problems - into developing nations unless these nations have explicitly agreed to their import.

Jointly supported by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), it enables Member States to alert each other to possible risks. Whenever a government anywhere in the world bans or restricts a chemical for health or environmental reasons, this is reported to all member countries.

Next week's meeting will decide whether to add up to 15 new chemicals and pesticides to the 27 already on the PIC list and will seek to establish mechanisms and systems to ensure the Convention's long-term effectiveness. It must also agree on a home for the Convention's permanent secretariat, currently located at FAO headquarters in Rome and UNEP's chemicals office in Geneva. Italy and Switzerland have offered to maintain this arrangement, while Germany has offered to host the secretariat in Bonn.

"The Rotterdam Convention will provide a first line of defence for human health and the environment against the potential dangers of hazardous chemicals and pesticides," UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said ahead of the meeting. "The winners created by this new convention will range from subsistence farmers to nursing mothers to wildlife."

Although chemicals are necessary to meet increasing productivity demands to feed the more than 800 million hungry people in the world, as shown by the current locust infestation in West Africa where pesticides are needed to prevent crop losses, FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said all efforts were being made to reduce the effects on people and the environment.

"The Rotterdam Convention provides a means to better protect people living in rural areas by helping countries to learn from each other and to share experiences in the management of hazardous chemicals," he added. "The treaty allows for a more sustainable intensification of crop production supporting our battle against hunger and poverty." 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________
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New Scientist
September 18, 2004

Clean-up in Iraq

Iraqi pollution police are to swoop on contamination "hotspots" around the country. The UN Environment Programme is coordinating Iraqi scientists' efforts to clean up sabotaged oil pipelines, a giant sulphur mining and processing works where fires have polluted groundwater, and a seed store tainted by methyl mercury fungicide, UNEP said on Tuesday.
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Vanguard (Lagos) 
Governments Urged to Back Global Inventory of Key Ozone Damaging Pesticide 

 NEWS
September 21, 2004 
Posted to the web September 21, 2004 
The United Nation's Environment Programme (UNEP) has urged countries to re-double efforts to assess the quantities of an ozone damaging chemical being used to kill pests on shipments of rice, maize, nuts and other big commodity export crops. 

UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer, said "significant knowledge gaps" existed on the true levels of methyl bromide being used around the world. 

He said this could have implications for the global effort to repair the 20 mile high ozone layer which filters out harmful levels of the sun's ultraviolet rays. 

Methyl bromide, a pesticide and one of the major ozone depleting substances in use, is being phased out for some key agricultural purposes under an international agreement called the Montreal Protocol. The phase-out covers such uses as fumigation of soils and pest control on farms. 

However, other pest-control purposes involving exports of commodity crops, animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets, are exempted from the international phase out. 

Some experts estimate that close to a fifth of methyl bromide used world-wide could be excluded from control measures under these Quarantine and Pre-shipment exemptions with the amounts growing in some regions. 

Klaus Toepfer, whose comments were made to mark the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer,  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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La conferencia ministerial sobre el Convenio de Rotterdam abordará en Ginebra la inclusión de nuevos plaguicidas y productos químicos 
Pretende además establecer mecanismos y sistemas que garanticen la eficacia a largo plazo del tratado 

Representantes de un centenar de países se reúnen desde hoy en Ginebra en la primera conferencia ministerial sobre el Convenio de Rotterdam, con el fin de abordar la ampliación del tratado e incluir otros quince plaguicidas y productos químicos peligrosos de cuyo comercio debe informarse públicamente.

Actualmente pueden encontrarse en el mercado unos 70.000 productos químicos y cada año llegan 1.500 nuevos, todo un reto para los países que pretenden controlar y gestionar con la mayor seguridad posible estas sustancias potencialmente peligrosas. El problema, según la Organización de la ONU para la Agricultura y la Alimentación (FAO), es que muchos plaguicidas prohibidos o restringidos en países ricos siguen comercializándose en los países en desarrollo. 

Estos productos han sido responsables durante décadas del envenenamiento o la muerte de miles de personas por culpa de accidentes en su manejo, uso incorrecto y falta de control; de hecho, la FAO estima que "todos los habitantes del planeta llevan en su cuerpo huellas de diversas sustancias químicas peligrosas", muchas de ellas relacionadas con el cáncer o las anomalías genéticas. 

El Convenio de Rotterdam, respaldado por la FAO y el Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), permite a sus Estados miembros advertirse mutuamente de los posibles peligros relacionados con estos productos; así, si un país toma medidas para prohibir o restringir cualquier sustancia química por razones sanitarias o ambientales, los demás países deben ser informados.

De la misma forma, cuando un país prohíbe o limita un producto químico o un plaguicida en el ámbito nacional, pero autoriza su exportación, debe facilitar al importador una nota con información práctica y detallada sobre el producto en cuestión y su transporte. 

La conferencia, que se celebra desde hoy y hasta el próximo viernes, pretende además establecer mecanismos y sistemas que garanticen la eficacia a largo plazo del Convenio, lo que "facilitará una primera línea de defensa para proteger a los seres humanos y al medio ambiente de los posibles riesgos que acarrean los plaguicidas y los productos químicos peligrosos", según el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer. __________________________________________________________________________________________

Yahoo.com

Claims for Gulf Environment Damage Exorbitant-Iraq
	
Tue Sep 21,10:30 AM ET


By Stephanie Nebehay 

GENEVA (Reuters) - Iraq (news - web sites) on Tuesday accused Kuwait and other neighbors of inflating their already massive claims for environmental damage due to its 1990 invasion and the Gulf War (news - web sites). 
	
	 


In a speech to the United Nations (news - web sites) Compensation Commission (UNCC), Iraq's delegation called for at least $49 billion of the $82 billion in alleged environmental losses to be rejected. 
The three-day session which began on Tuesday was the first time the Iraqi interim government, which took over in June from the U.S.-led coalition, addressed the UNCC's Governing Council. 
The UNCC has received claims totaling $350 billion from individuals, companies and governments for damages due to Iraq's August 1990 invasion and seven-month occupation of Kuwait. 
It includes $82 billion sought by Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Jordan and Syria for pollution of coastlines, fisheries and desert areas caused by Iraqi troops who set oilwell fires and sabotaged other facilities. 
The bulk of environmental claims are to be ruled on in December and next year. 
But Iraq said Kuwait and other governments had inflated losses at private hearings last week held before neutral panels of experts who are evaluating the claims. 
"The Republic of Iraq expresses its deep concern with certain recent developments in the UNCC process," Mukdad Hadi Salman, Iraqi charge d'affaires in Geneva, told the closed-door body in a speech, a copy of which was obtained by Reuters. 
"These developments relate to the astronomical claims brought by the State of Kuwait and other governments before the panel for environmental and public health damages...," he said. 
Some $29 billion was being claimed for so-called "interim" environmental damage at a time when clean-up programs were underway, according to the Iraqi who called it "exorbitant." 
Another $20 billion was being claimed by Kuwait and others for lost productivity due to damage to workers' health, he said, noting that there was no precedent under international law for recognizing either of the two claims which total $49 billion. 
Kuwait, in an address to the session, confirmed that it had revised its environmental claim after carrying out monitoring and assessment studies, but gave no new figure. 
"The issue of payment of environmental claims is not just an issue for Kuwait but a question of rehabilitation of the region and the health of the region as a whole," Khaled Ahmad Al-Mudaf, chairman of Kuwait's Gulf War claims program, told Reuters. 
The UNCC's Governing Council, composed of the same 15 member states as the Security Council, has so far approved compensation of $48.5 billion, of which $18.6 billion has been paid. 
Five percent of Iraqi oil revenues flow into the Geneva-based UNCC, which has been making quarterly payments of $200 million to claimants who have proved direct losses. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Scoop

Phil Goff Speech to the UN general debate
Wednesday, 22 September 2004, 12:10 pm
Speech: New Zealand Government
Phil Goff Speech to the general debate

Delivered to the United Nations General Assembly New York At approximately 7.45pm, Tuesday, September 21 (New York time)
Mr President,

Fifty nine years ago the United Nations was established by nations determined to work collectively to find alternatives to conflict as a means of resolving disputes and to create a stable, secure, and more just and prosperous world.

Devastated and exhausted by world war for the second time within 25 years, nations put their faith in multilateralism and this body to avoid future wars.

The name United Nations evoked the unity of humankind in which our shared needs and common humanity were more important than our differences.

It is obvious as we consider the world today that we have achieved that vision only in part. World wars have been avoided. International covenants have set out universally agreed human rights standards against which the performance of governments can be measured.

International law has been developed and strengthened. As Kofi Annan stressed this morning, putting into effect the rule of law at home and internationally is essential to achieve a fair, just and civilised world. 

Cooperation has achieved advances in meeting social, economic and environmental needs.

But much more remains to be done.

War, more often within than across the boundaries of states, has taken the lives of tens of millions of people since 1945, most of them civilians. Weapons of mass destruction have accumulated and access to them spread to more countries.

New diseases such as HIV-AIDS have emerged with devastating consequences.

The gap between rich and poor countries has widened not diminished. This year the Secretary-General’s High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change will put forward proposals for reform and strengthening of the UN aimed at ensuring its relevance and effectiveness in addressing these issues.

It is critical that we seize this unique opportunity to institute positive reforms and not squander it by adopting narrow, self-interested and inflexible responses. A lowest common denominator approach will not achieve what we require.

Reform is long overdue. The composition of the Security Council cannot go on reflecting the world as it was in 1945. An expanded Security Council and reform of outmoded electoral groupings is necessary for the Council to be representative of the international community as it is today. These changes will strengthen the Council’s mandate and enhance its credibility as the pre-eminent organ of the United Nations. 

No solution will satisfy the viewpoint of every member nation. A willingness to compromise on a package of proposals will be essential. But clearly enhancing the representation of areas such as Asia, Latin America and Africa must be an objective and account taken of the significant contributions to the UN of nations such as Japan.

While the High Level Panel will focus on reform of the UN and security considerations, development goals to create a fairer world and promote economic and social progress in the developing world are further vital considerations for the UN in the year ahead.

For hundreds of millions of people starvation, disease, and poverty are more immediate threats than the concerns others of us have about terrorism and security.

We are now at a turning point in achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Improving the quality and quantity of development assistance is crucial. 

However real and lasting progress to meet development challenges is also dependent on building a fairer, more open and equitable global trading system.

OECD countries spend $360 billion (US) each year on subsidising agricultural production in a way which excludes opportunities for the developing world to export not only to the OECD countries, but also in third markets. This sum dwarfs the amount the OECD countries provide in development assistance.

New Zealand welcomes the progress made at the World Trade Organisation General Council meeting in Geneva in July, which put the Doha Development Agenda back on track. Agriculture is at the heart of the round and the European Union and United States agreement to eliminate all agricultural export subsidies is particularly welcome. The United Nations must also adapt itself to the changing nature of security and humanitarian concerns. The concept that national sovereignty is paramount and stands in the way of international intervention in local conflicts cannot be sustained.

As the Secretary-General has challenged us, “if humanitarian intervention is indeed an unacceptable assault on sovereignty, how should we respond to a Rwanda, to a Srebrenica – to gross and systematic violations of human rights that affect every precept of our common humanity?”

The Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty concluded two and a half years ago that sovereign states have a responsibility to protect their own citizens from avoidable catastrophe – from mass murder and rape, from starvation. When they are unwilling or able to do so, that responsibility must be borne by the broader community of nations.

We are today witnessing a humanitarian and human rights catastrophe in Darfur. 

The World Health Organisation reports that up to 10,000 people a month are dying or being killed. The very young and the elderly are most vulnerable. 

In the last few days the Security Council has resolved to support an enlarged African Union monitoring force, has demanded that all parties cease all violence and human rights violations and has threatened further steps against the Government of Sudan if it fails to disarm the militias and protect civilians.

Within this assembly countries must work together in a united and determined way to enforce these resolutions and prevent the tragedy which is unfolding. History will not forgive those who stand in the way of protecting the 1.5 million refugees in this region and allowing them to return safely to their homes.

It is also important that those responsible for the mass murder and abuse of human rights there are held to account for their actions. There must be no impunity for such crimes.

This is also true of those responsible for the destruction of East Timor and murders of its people in 1999. The Ad Hoc Tribunals in Indonesia have failed to bring to justice those responsible. This failure can only encourage such people to commit future atrocities believing they will never be held responsible for their actions. 

New Zealand welcomes the establishment of the International Criminal Court and the role that it will now play in dealing with genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. It urges all countries, which have not yet done so to accede to the convention establishing this body and to recognize its jurisdiction. In the area of conflict resolution, we face today two major challenges in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

New Zealand has strongly supported efforts to bring security and stability to Afghanistan. As a small country we have contributed more than $80 million (NZ) in military and development assistance. We welcome progress towards Presidential elections next month and the essential democratic mandate that this will provide to the Government.

Strong international support will however be necessary to meet the challenges which lie ahead. This includes ending the production and trading of drugs. Afghanistan provides around 75% of the world trade in opiates. The money derived funds warlords and organized crime and undermines the ability of legitimate government to function.

In Iraq, New Zealand deplores the violence which has taken the lives of and maimed so many people, and the circumstances that have contributed to this. We call on those who continue to sacrifice the lives of the innocent to end their violence. They now have access to a political process, which they should use to promote their views and interests. 

A credible election process is vital to creating an Iraqi Government which has a popular mandate. The UN has a key role to play in that process but an adequate security environment is first necessary for this to occur.

New Zealand will continue to support the Interim Iraqi Authority and the UN in their efforts to restore security, peace and prosperity to the Iraqi people who have suffered for so long.

In Iraq and elsewhere, close attention needs to be given to protection of UN staff. The General Assembly this year will consider an integrated security strategy for the United Nations, which will incorporate a system-wide review of the UN security apparatus, accountability and resources. 

The Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel must be strengthened and supported by all member states of the UN.

New Zealand condemns all acts of terrorism and will continue to contribute strongly to the campaign against it. 

We in particular condemn the inhumanity of terrorists in Beslan who sacrificed children as pawns in pursuit of their political objectives.

However attempts to suppress terrorism by force will not by themselves be enough unless we also address the causes which drive people to support, finance or be recruited into terrorism. In that regard, no action will be more important to the undermining of terrorism today than finding a just and sustainable solution to the conflict between Israel and the Palestinian people.

The international community must work with those countries to overcome the failure of leadership, the lack of resolve and the cycle of violence and retaliation which stand in the way of resolving this conflict.

Finally, in the Pacific region - New Zealand’s own neighbourhood, we can celebrate the progress which has been made in Bougainville and in the Solomon Islands in ending conflict and reestablishing the rule of law. 

In both cases, a concerted regional response with the support of the UN has been effective.

This has created peace from a situation in Bougainville, where a ten-year civil war resulted in widespread devastation and the loss of thousands of lives.

In the Solomon Islands, the intervention of the Regional Assistance Mission has restored the rule of law by its elected government in place of the anarchy created by armed militias. Over 3,500 weapons have been collected and destroyed, social services and a credible budgetary progress restored and militiamen and corrupt elements from police and government arrested.

Much, however, remains to be done to meet the wide-ranging challenges which confront the Pacific region including environment threats, ethnic conflict, poor law enforcement and governance and the threat of disease.

Regional solutions are being applied by the Pacific Islands Forum through greater collaboration and integration in addressing problems. International cooperation through processes such as the Barbados +10 Programme of Action next year in Mauritius will also help.

In conclusion, Mr Chairman, 59 years on from the end of World War II and the establishment of the United Nations, the world continues to face major challenges to its security and well-being.

The opportunity this year exists for us to consider and to improve the ways by which this body can address the problems faced by humanity and to make a difference.

Success or failure to do so will be the collective responsibility of all of us.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

GM grass pollen has long reach 
Pollen from a genetically modified grass has been shown to travel up to 21km away from the site where it was orginally planted. 
This may be the longest recorded distance travelled by any GM pollen, US researchers have claimed. 

They tracked the spread of genes from creeping bentgrass engineered to resist popular herbicides and which could be used on golf-course putting greens. 

Details appear in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

Lidia Watrud and colleagues at the US Environmental Protection Agency tracked the flow of creeping bentgrass ( Agrostis stolonifera L ) pollen from an area containing an experimental crop in central Oregon, US. 

After the pollination season, they gathered and raised seeds from wild and potted "sentinel" plants growing several km around the test plot. 

Seedlings that had survived exposure to the herbicide Roundup were then checked to determine their genetic signatures. 

The researchers found that plants growing within about 2km of the test plot were extensively contaminated with genes from the GM grasses. 

But the team also found evidence of transgenic seed formation up to 21km downwind in potted sentinels and up to 14km away in wild plants. 

The results are likely to heighten concerns about the unintentional spread of genes from GM crops. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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By Agence France-Presse  
BMW Coughs Up Millions For Violating Fuel Economy Caps 
 
BMW paid more than $42 million in fines during the year that ended September 2003, for violating U.S. corporate fuel efficiency rules, officials said Sept. 20.  
 
The luxury German automaker incurred a fine of $14 million for its 2002 model-year vehicles and another of $28 million for 2001 model year vehicles. It opted to pay the total in one fiscal year, which ended September 30, 2003, according to a spokesman for the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  
 
Under Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency (CAFE) rules, automakers are required to keep the average fuel efficiency of their passenger car fleets to 27.5 miles per gallon, weighted by sales. The corresponding truck target is 20.7 mpg, rising to 21 mpg for 2005 model-year trucks and sport-utility vehicles. But certain automakers routinely pay fines for exceeding those caps, although U.S. and Asian companies have stayed within the government's limits.  
 
BMW is among a handful of companies that have decided that paying the fines is part of the cost of doing business in the United States -- the world's largest automotive market, according to the trade magazine Automotive News.  
 
The agency's annual fuel efficiency report is due out before the year's end. It will provide details on industry-wide compliance with the rules for the 2002 model year -- the latest year for which figures are available.  
ENS

Desperate Darfur Sickens Without Clean Water 
NEW YORK, New York, September 21, 2004 (ENS) - Two top United Nations human rights officials have arrived in the shattered Darfur region of Sudan to examine how to shield civilians there from further militia attacks. At the same time, the UN World Health Organization issued new guidelines to ensure the safety of drinking water supplies in the Darfur refugee camps. In this arid land on the edge of the Sahara desert, supplying safe water is the greatest challenge to aid workers. 

Today in New York, heads of state and government are gathering for the annual opening of the UN General Assembly where the largest humanitarian disaster in the world is certain to be a focus of attention. 
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UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Madam Justice Louise Arbour is one of nine judges on the Supreme Court of Canada. (Photo courtesy Supreme Court of Canada)
High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and Juan Méndez, the Secretary-General's special adviser on the prevention of genocide, visited camps for internally displaced persons and talked to African Union monitors in North Darfur, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters. 

The officials have been dispatched by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to study the latest developments in Darfur and recommend what should be done to protect the inhabitants there from more attacks by the Janjaweed militias. 

The combination of crowded conditions in the settlements, shortage of clean water, inadequate latrines, insufficient soap, and the mire caused by rain-soaked mud mingling with excreta, have combined to make hygiene an impossible goal for people living in small, tarpaulin covered huts, the World Health Organization said last week. 

The hundreds of thousands of displaced people now face a new threat. In Darfur and neighboring Chad a hepatitis E outbreak is sweeping through the refugee camps where people huddle under makeshift shelters without clean water or sanitation. 

The UN Security Council Saturday voted to consider sanctions that would affect Sudan’s oil sector and the government or its individual members if the government does not do more to protect the civilian population. 
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Arani Ardja Maniss, 70, waits in line for her family’s food ration in Iridimi camp. (Photo courtesy IFRC)
The resolution was adopted by a vote of 11 to 0 with Algeria, China, Pakistan, and Russia abstaining. It was drafted by the United States and co-sponsored by Germany, Romania, Spain, and the United Kingdom. 

Expressing "grave concern" that the Sudanese government had not met its obligations to protect civilians in Darfur, the Security Council declared that, if the Sudan fails to ensure security in Darfur, disarm the Janjaweed militia, bring violators to justice, and cooperate with the expansion and extension of the African Union monitoring presence in Darfur, sanctions would be considered. 

The Council requested the Secretary-General to rapidly establish an international commission of inquiry, which would immediately investigate reports of human rights violations in Darfur, and determine whether acts of genocide had occurred there. 

Annan said it is the first time in the Council’s history that it has been required to take action under the UN Charter to prevent and suppress acts of genocide. 

U.S. President George W. Bush sent a message to the Security Council Saturday saying, "Darfur is a catastrophe the council should address on an urgent basis," U.S. Ambassador John Danforth said. 
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U.S. Ambassor to the United Nations John Danforth addresses the media at UN Headquarters. (Photo courtesy UN)
Calling the crisis in Darfur “uniquely grave,” Danforth acknowleged that over 2.2 million people have been victimized in one way or another by the actions of the Sudanese government, and more than 400 villages have been destroyed. 

The disaster in Darfur is "entirely man-made," Danforth said. "Unlike natural disasters such as hurricanes and droughts, the tragedy in Darfur was entirely avoidable. It was fabricated by a government as an overreaction to a rebellion; a government intent on revenge, intent on persecution, intent on breaking the spirit of an entire people," he said. 

A new mortality survey by the World Health Organization (WHO) and Sudan's Ministry of Health shows that displaced people in North and West Darfur are dying at between three and six times the expected rate for a humanitarian emergency. 

At least 1.2 million people in Darfur region have fled their villages and are camped in 129 settlements across an area the size of France. 

The "crude mortality rate" that is usually used to define a humanitarian crisis is one death per 10,000 people per day. The WHO survey found the crude mortality rate between June 15 and August 15 to be 1.5 deaths per 10,000 people per day in North Darfur, and 2.9 in West Darfur. 

"This survey confirms what the humanitarian community has suspected for some weeks," said WHO Director-General Dr. Lee Jong-wook. "Thousands, including thousands of children under five, are dying every month from diseases which can be easily prevented and treated. Increased and better focused action is now vital." 
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Chad Red Cross volunteers distribute food and truck water to the most remote camps. With support from the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent and national societies, water and sanitation and medical facilities are being developed. (Photo by Olav Saltbones courtesy Norwegian Red Cross/IFRC)
The survey found that diarrhoea caused by unsafe water and poor sanitation is linked to the deaths of half to three-quarters of the children under five. 

Some households reported deaths due to violence - particularly among men in the age group 15-49 years. Injuries and violence were linked to 15 percent of total deaths. 

WHO points to the need to improve health referral services in Darfur, so that people who are injured can be treated with adequate supplies and expertise in health clinics and hospitals. 

New recommendations released today by WHO aim to ensure the safety of drinking water supplies - everything from what is piped into homes to the rural wells provided to refugee camps in an emergency. 

“This is an extremely important change in orientation from a public health point of view,” Dr. Kerstin Leitner, WHO assistant director-general for sustainable development and healthy environments. “The revised guidelines will allow public health management to focus on prevention of microbial and chemical contamination of water supplies.” 

Past drinking water regulations have emphasized testing water samples for levels of chemical and biological contaminants. Relying on this approach, WHO said, means that problems are detected long after water is consumed. 

The new recommended approach for regulators and operators is to manage drinking water quality in a holistic, systematic fashion from source to tap - by ensuring water reservoirs, or, local wells are not at risk of contamination from human and animal waste, to checking basics like the regular changing of water filters. 

In the past several months since the government of Sudan eased visa and access restrictions, UN agencies, nongovernmental organizations and the government of Sudan have speeded the delivery of relief assistance. 

Ten-year-old Nadifa Isadurgi drinks clean water pumped from a source within Touloum camp. (Photo by Olav Saltbones courtesy Norwegian Red Cross/IFRC)
In August sufficient food was provided for more than 900,000 displaced people. Now, WHO says, 700 000 people have access to clean water. Nearly 30,000 latrines have now been constructed, and 127 health facilities are reaching 950,000 people. 

An early warning system is detecting and reporting early stages of disease outbreaks which are being contained through widespread measles and polio immunization, cholera prevention and malaria control. All these factors help to keep death rates down. 

The survey team collected data by speaking directly to displaced people in 1,500 households in each of North and West Darfur. Questions covered household members who had died, the major causes of death, and the availability of basic services. Questions also covered the availability of water and sanitation, non-food items, food rations and access to medication. 

The survey was also started in South Darfur, but the team had to suspend work after a holdup and robbery just outside Nyala, capital of South Darfur, at the beginning of September. 

Data from Kalma camp near Nyala indicate high death rates and underscore the urgent need to complete data collection in the South. 

Dr. Hussein Gezairy, regional director of WHO's Eastern Mediterranean Region said, "The humanitarian community has already done much to reduce death and promote survival. The extra efforts, needed now, include increased water and sanitation in the camps, accessible primary health care, security for displaced people and humanitarian workers, improved camp management and the assurance of adequate financial resources for many months to come." 

"It distresses me to hear that the level of funding for the international response in Darfur is still only half of what is needed," Dr. Gezairy said. "This shortfall is measured in lives lost." 

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell explained to Senate Foreign Relations Committee on September 9 how the violent situation in Darfur originated. 

"The violence in Darfur has complex roots in traditional conflicts between Arab nomadic herders and African farmers," he said. The violence intensified during 2003 when two groups - the Sudan Liberation Movement and the Justice and Equality Movement - declared open rebellion against the government of Sudan because they feared being on the outside of the power and wealth sharing agreements that were being arranged in the north-south negotiations." 

Refugee children carry water in a camp in eastern Chad. (Photo by Olav Saltbones courtesy Norwegian Red Cross)
Khartoum reacted aggressively, intensifying support for Arab militias to take on these rebels and support for what are known as the Jingaweit. The government of Sudan supported the Jingaweit, directly and indirectly, as they carried out a scorched-earth policy toward the rebels and the African civilian population in Darfur. 

A recent survey taken by the U.S. State Department officials interviewed 1,136 randomly selected refugees in 19 locations in eastern Chad. Sixty one percent had witnessed the killing of a family member. Four fifths had witnessed the destruction of their homes. 

Over and over again, said Ambassador Danforth, interviewers heard the same story. 

"Government aircraft start the attacks by bombing villages; government soldiers arrive in trucks followed by Jingaweit on horseback. They surround and then enter the villages - guns blazing; they shoot and bomb fleeing villagers; they loot and destroy the villages, often shouting racial epithets and curses as they proceed with their acts of destruction. They leave behind them nothing but devastation and death. And, importantly, nine in 10 of the refugees said they had witnessed no rebel activity in the areas so mercilessly attacked by the government and the Jinjaweed. These are indiscriminate acts of violence and terror." 

Secretary of State Powell told the Congressional hearing that this evidence leads the United States to conclude that the government of Sudan may be condoning and perpetrating genocide. 

But, said Powell, applying the word genocide to the events in Darfur does not guarantee the victims will receive the help they need. 

"Some seem to have been waiting for this determination of genocide to take action," Powell said. "In fact, however, no new action is dictated by this determination." 

"Call it civil war; call it ethnic cleansing; call it genocide; call it "none of the above," said Powell. "The reality is the same. There are people in Darfur who desperately need the help of the international community."

__________________________________________________________________________________________ The Power of Sport for Peace Brought Home to Sudanese and Somali Refugees

UN in Kenya Marks International Day of Peace at Kakuma Refugee Camp

Nairobi, 21 September 2004 - Some of Kenya’s top runners today brought messages of peace to the people of the Kakuma refugee camp in northwestern Kenya as part of the global celebrations for this year’s United Nations International Day of Peace.

The athletes, all Olympic medal winners or World Champions, echoed this year’s theme of “Peace Through Sport” through a series of special competitions with the mainly Sudanese and Somali refugees who live at the camp.

Events at Kakuma, which was established in 1992 after the arrival of 12,000 “Lost Boys of Sudan”, included various runs with youth, children, women and men, and a wheelchair basketball match.  A football match between the local Kenyan community and the refugees was also held.

The athletes who attended included current world marathon record holder, Paul Tergat, and 2004 marathon Olympic silver medalist Catherine Ndereba.  The two are also United Nations Goodwill Ambassadors –for the UN World Food Programme and for the UN Children’s Fund respectively.  William Tanui, who was the 800 metre gold medal winner at the 1992 Olympic Games and marathon specialist Joshua Chelanga also participated.

Speaking to refugees at the camp, Paul Tergat said: "I can say without doubt that I was able to realize my full potential as an athlete as a result of an enabling environment of peace."  He added: "We should teach others about peace but also put pressure on governments and political candidates that continue to advocate war as the main solution to civil and international conflicts.”

Tesema Negash, the Country Director of the World Food Programme, delivered the Secretary-General’s message.  He was joined by the athletes and other specially invited guests including the Hon. Linah Kilimo, Minister of State in the Office of the President and Kenyan Home Affairs Minister.

The organization of the event was spearheaded by the UN Information Centre in Nairobi, with coordination in Kakuma by the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), which was represented by its Representative in Kenya, George Okoth-Obbo.  Several other key UN agencies in Kenya participated, including the World Food Programme (WFP), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

The UN agencies, in addition to providing funding, transport and assistance in-kind, also distributed hundreds of T-shirts, basketballs, and footballs.

__________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP in the news

Governments Urged to Back Global Inventory of Key Ozone Damaging Pesticide

Vanguard (Lagos): The United Nation's Environment Programme (UNEP) has urged countries to re-double efforts to assess the quantities of an ozone damaging chemical being used to kill pests on shipments of rice, maize, nuts and other big commodity export crops. UNEP's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said "significant knowledge gaps" existed on the true levels of methyl bromide being used around the world. He said this could have implications for the global effort to repair the 20 mile high ozone layer which filters out harmful levels of the sun's ultraviolet rays. Methyl bromide, a pesticide and one of the major ozone depleting substances in use, is being phased out for some key agricultural purposes under an international agreement called the Montreal Protocol. The phase-out covers such uses as fumigation of soils and pest control on farms. However, other pest-control purposes involving exports of commodity crops, animal fodder, cut flowers, hides and consignments in wooden pallets, are exempted from the international phase out. Some experts estimate that close to a fifth of methyl bromide used world-wide could be excluded from control measures under these Quarantine and Pre-shipment exemptions with the amounts growing in some regions. Klaus Toepfer, whose comments were made to mark the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409210721.html
Australia And Ghana 'Clean Up the World' Together

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): As part of international 'Clean Up the World Weekend' on Saturday 18 September, the Australian High Commissioner, H.E. Mr. Jon Richardson, and staff from the Australian High Commission in Accra participated in the 'Clean Up the World' activities in Tema, in conjunction with the HATOF Foundation. In the true spirit of 'Clean Up the World', the Australian team worked with around fifty Ghanaian volunteers to collect rubbish and waste. High Commission staff took up brooms and joined in sweeping. The volunteers cleaned up the Casino area around Community One in Tema before moving on to Sakumono Beach. The Australian High Commission donated 2 million cedis to help with the acquisition of gloves, brooms and other equipment, as well as clean water for the volunteers to drink after all their hard work! Several other Ghanaian organizations will organize 'Clean Up' activities around the country this year. The 'Clean Up the World' organization is based in Sydney, Australia and since 1993 it has organized successful 'Clean Up' programs in almost every country in the world. The program's partners include the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Australian airline Qantas and the Australian Government through its Embassies and High Commissions worldwide. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409210667.html
General Environment News

WHO unveils guidelines against water-related ailments?
Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - The World Health Organization (WHO) Tuesday reminded national and local drinking water regulators, and the enterprises and organizations providing drinking water to five billion people around the world, that the challenge of providing safe drinking water was growing. The UN agency released updated "Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality (GDWQ)," which it said would help regulators and water service providers the world over maintain and improve the quality of their drinking water. It noted that "ensuring drinking water is safe is a challenge in every part of the world, from water piped into people's homes, to rural wells and water provided to refugee camps in an emergency," adding that contamination of drinking water "is too often detected only after a health crisis, when people have fallen ill or died as a result of drinking unsafe water." "This is an extremely important change in orientation from a public health point of view. The revised Guidelines will allow public health management to focus on prevention of microbial and chemical contamination of water supplies," said Kerstin Leitner, WHO Assistant Director General for Sustainable Development and Healthy Environments. According to the WHO official, this new approach exhorts all parties working on drinking water provision and control to act in such a way that outbreaks of water-borne diseases can be further reduced." Traditionally, drinking water regulations have emphasized testing water samples for levels of chemical and biological contaminants. But WHO said relying on this approach "means that problems are detected long after water is consumed - a remedial rather than preventive approach” noting that "in recent years, communities large and small in some of the world's most developed countries have been affected by contaminated drinking water." The UN agency said the Hepatitis E outbreak currently sweeping through internally-displaced-persons camps in Darfur, Sudan and refugee camps in neighboring Chad "is one example of how water-borne disease affects poor and disadvantaged populations." "This third edition of the WHO Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality is the most significant water-related public health development since the introduction of chlorine. The Guidelines' requirement for drinking water safety plans should be incorporated in regulations across the world," said Michael Rouse, President of the International Water Association (IWA).http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057327&dte=21/09/2004
FAO: locust situation worsens in Sahel region
Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Tuesday warned in a communiqué here that locusts invasion was fast spreading in Mauritania and the entire Sahel region. In fact, it said the entire West African sub-region is threatened by the locust invasion. The communiqué, which describes as "always latent" the reaction of donors, declares that crops are threatened in the countries of the sub-region despite the intensification of control efforts. According to FAO, the crisis provoked by the locust resurgence in Mauritania, Senegal, Mali and Niger is expected to worsen in the coming weeks and the risk could  Africa where locust swarms are predicted to invade in October. FAO says the scope of such an invasion of Maghreb countries as from the Sahel "will depend on the success of prospecting and control operations under way in West Africa and on the rainfall in the coming months". Quoting an expert, FAO however indicates that the success of the operations engaged in West Africa will be decisive in averting a new threat on the Maghreb.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057371&dte=21/09/2004
Mauritania discusses disaster management
Nouakchott, Mauritania (PANA) - The Mauritanian government and the Secretariat of the Geneva-based UN Disaster Management Training Programme (DMTP) Tuesday opened a two-day workshop here on the prevention and management of disasters in the country. The workshop, attended by 70 participants from different government administrative areas, international and national NGOs as well as all UN agencies operating in Mauritania, is expected to enable the government to formulate proposals for disaster prevention and management. The forum comes in the wake of the locust invasion that destroys crops, pasturelands and increases the threat of food insecurity in Mauritania and the Sahel region. The locust menace has also demonstrated Mauritania's vulnerability to exogenous shocks, organizers said at the opening of the workshop.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057387&dte=21/09/2004
DR Congo hails donors for protecting its biodiversity
Kinshasa, DR Congo (PANA) - Democratic Republic of Congo's minister of the environment, nature conservation, water and forestry Anselme Enerunga has commended the recently ended donors conference in Paris for showing commitment to protect his country's biodiversity. Speaking shortly after his return to Kinshasa from the French capital, Enerunga thanked UNESCO, the governments of Belgium, Japan, France, Germany, Italy and the US to organizing that meeting, whose objective was to protect DRC's endangered national parks, which have been placed on the world heritage list. The minister remarked that the restoration of peace in the DRC and the creation of transitional institutions had emboldened the international community to look for ways and means to rehabilitate protected sites and reserves in the DRC. "Our objective was to sensitize the entire international community so as to help us in rehabilitating these sites," the minister said. Meanwhile, the minister of tourism, Jose Engbanda, who also attended the meeting in Paris, said that the donors conference had recommended that inhabitants around the protected reserves should benefit from the revenue generated by ecotourism. "The main objective of tourism this year is to considerably reduce poverty among people who live around our national parks," the minister said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057237&dte=20/09/2004
Ecosystem objectives under threat in Southern Africa
Johannesburg, South Africa (PANA) - At least four of the eight aims of the Millennium Development Goals might not be met in the southern African region unless decisive responses are taken to stabilize ecosystem services, the Southern African Millennium Assessment (SAfMA) warns in a study released here Monday. According to the findings of the study, the four goals under threat of not being met are reducing hunger, reducing child mortality, combating diseases, and ensuring environmental sustainability. "Responses tend to be more effective if they are integrated rather than sectoral, match the scale of management to that of the underlying ecosystem process, deal with trade-offs explicitly, and acknowledge and allow for uncertainty in making decisions.”There is frequently a trade-off between biodiversity conservation and the need to earn a livelihood from land. Granting use-rights to wildlife has been one solution in southern Africa," the report says. It cited South Africa and Namibia where private landowners have had the right to use and manage wildlife on their land for several decades. This, the report says, has doubled protected land as well as provided increased economic benefits. SAfMA is a regional chapter of the worldwide Millennium Assessment (MA) that has been working regionally on the four-year study of ecosystems in different continents.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057203&dte=20/09/2004
Bill underway to approve GMOs in Algeria
Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - Prohibited in Algeria since 2000, the import of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) as well as their distribution and sale will now require prior approval thanks to a bill drafted by the environment and land-use planning ministry. The draft on the movement of biological resources has been ratified by the Cabinet and is now at the national popular assembly (Lower House of parliament) for adoption. The law, which will end a "notional embargo" on the worldwide controversial GMOs, is inspired by the Cartagena Protocol on biosafety signed by Algeria in May 2000. This protocol is binding on all signatories to recognize the fact that genetically modified plants are different from plants obtained by a normal selection and that they can entail new risks, therefore requiring some "precaution". It also binds them to set up a legal and administrative framework ensure that the risks pertaining to the handling, transport, use, transfer, and liberation of all genetically modified organisms are prevented or minimized to preserve biological diversity and human health. For the enforcement of this bill, a national authority will be set up to further turn into a notification authority, an official at the environment ministry said. The underlying objective of the bill is twofold: it lifts the technological, economic, and legal constraints posed by the implementation of the ministerial decree prohibiting the import of GMOs. On the other hand, it prepares the admission of Algeria to the World Trade Organization (WTO) by providing the country

with an effective institutional and legal control mechanism.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057063&dte=19/09/2004
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
As UN Assembly opens annual high-level debate, Bush proposes democracy fund

*
Addressing UN Assembly, Annan urges nations to restore respect for rule of law

*
Ahead of polls in Afghanistan, President Karzai calls for sustained global aid

*
Ringing Peace Bell, Annan calls on world to bridge ethnic and religious divide

*
Darfur’s displaced still live in fear, UN officials in Sudan report

*
At least 600 dead in Haiti and Dominican Republic following tropical storm – UN

*
14 killed, scores of homes burned during attack in DR Congo – UN mission

*
UN official calls for more spending on agriculture to combat under-nourishment

*
More than 1 million people uprooted by Bosnian war have returned home – UN

*
UN says TB treatment plus HIV tests could save half-million African lives annually

*
New guidelines issued by UN health agency aim to keep drinking water clean

*
Spam and cyber-crime could be addressed by new UN working group on Internet 

*
UN voices concern over Libya’s treatment of potential refugees

*
UN war crimes tribunal for former Yugoslavia adds two judges to ease workload

* * * *

General Assembly

21 September – As 95 Heads of State and Government began arriving at United Nations Headquarters in New York today for the start of the General Assembly’s annual high-level debate, United States President George W. Bush called on the world body to support democracy in Afghanistan and Iraq as part of the global war on terrorism. 

Mr. Bush proposed establishing a Democracy Fund within the UN. “This is a great calling for this great organization,” he said, pledging an initial US contribution and urging other nations to donate to the fund, which would help countries lay the foundations of democracy by instituting the rule of law and independent courts, a free press, political parties and trade unions.

“Each of us alone can only do so much. Together, we can accomplish so much more,” he declared, adding that history will honour the UN’s high ideals. “Let history show that in a decisive decade, members of the United Nations did not grow weary in our duties, or waver in meeting them.” 

Speaking at the outset of the session, Brazilian President Luis Inácio Lula da Silva appealed for economic and social justice in a world where the disparity in per capita income between the richest and poorest nations is now 16 times greater than it was nearly two decades ago, while a lack of basic sanitation has killed more children in the past decade than all military conflicts since the end of World War II.

Referring to ongoing wars and terrorist attacks, he said mankind was losing the fight for peace, adding: “The situation imposes on peoples and leaders of the world a new sense of collective and individual responsibility.” He argued in favour of an international order based on a constructive dialogue among different cultures and perspectives. “No organ is better suited than the UN foe ensuring the world’s convergence towards common goals.” 

The Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, speaking also as current president of the Group of 77 developing countries and China, noted that this group now numbered 132 nations, more than two thirds of UN Member States, embodying the commitment of developing countries to the UN mission. Stressing the link between international peace and eliminating poverty, he called on developed countries to end agricultural subsidies and other measures that prevented developing countries from realizing their potential.

“The continued imbalance in the distribution of the benefits of international economic interdependence, the progressive widening of the gap between the developed and the developing countries, the deterioration of the economic conditions in quite a few countries in the South and the attendant adverse effect, on the environment would accentuate the feelings of discontent and frustration and could even lead to abhorrent forms of international conflict,” he declared.

President Omar Bongo Ondimba of Gabon also expressed grave concern at these disparities, calling for a “strong political will” to reach the UN Millennium Development Goals which seek to halve extreme poverty and hunger, reduce infant and maternal mortality and achieve other social goals, all by 2015.

He stressed the need to reinforce the entire UN system to achieve these goals. “In this great common aspiration Africa is assuming its share of responsibility more than in the past,” he declared. “A leap in solidarity on the part of the more privileged countries is more than ever necessary. What is at stake is the survival of millions people around the world.” 

President Joseph Deiss of Switzerland, which only joined the UN two years ago when dissension was rife over the possible invasion of Iraq, said experience showed that actions taken without a mandate clearly defined in a Security Council resolution are doomed to failure. “There is now a clear need for reform and for strengthening the means of joint action,” he added.

“To remain credible in its role as keeper of the peace, the UN and its Member States must, above all, be unshakeable guarantors of international law and, in particular, international humanitarian law,” he declared, calling for a system of prevention that included fighting poverty and multilateral institutions that respond more rapidly to nascent crises.

For his part President Benjamin William Mkapa of Tanzania regretted the failure of many industrialized countries to meet the long-established UN target of allocating at least 0.7 per cent of national income to development cooperation, while praising Denmark, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway and Sweden for consistently doing so.

“We urge the other rich countries to produce timetables to meet this long overdue target, to have coherent development policies, and to earnestly and deliberately build and nurture a national consciousness and consensus on the global war on poverty,” he added, also calling for a fairer process of globalization that would close the wealth gap.

President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga of Sri Lanka highlighted the need for UN reform, a theme also stressed by several other leaders, including an enlargement of the Security Council to reflect the new economic and regional realities of the present day.

“Sri Lanka believes in the UN and its potential to be the principal forum where the voice of the poor, the defenceless and the weak is also heard as much as the voice of the rich and powerful,” she said. The UN could counter the violence proffered by extremists and terrorist groups as the only instrument of change, she added, declaring: “We expect the UN to epitomize the force of law not the rule of force. However, we cannot expect the UN to deliver what the member States fail to support. The UN can do what its Member States want it to do; no more, no less.”

President Abel Pacheco de la Espriella of Costa Rica called for a fairer world economic system. “This General Assembly, which represents and expresses the common will of all mankind, must play a central role in promoting a markedly humane globalization,” he said.

Noting that in 2003, the world reached a new record by devoting $956 billion to military expenditure, 17 times the amount of resources devoted to official development assistance and more than the sum of the foreign debt of the 64 countries with the lowest GDP, he declared: “These numbers show that mankind has not understood yet that security does not result from a multiplication of the weapons but from a multiplication of the loaves of bread.”

As the last of the Heads of State to address the first day’s morning session, President Janez Drnovsek of Slovenia underlined the central role of the UN in the presumption of equality and the tolerant acceptance of plurality in human values.

“Only a multilateral response to the modern challenges can be effective. Of all the existing organizations, the United Nations is without doubt the most important and most appropriate for seeking such responses,” he said, also stressing the need for a fairer globalization that reduced rather than increased the differences between rich and poor.

Foreign Minister Bernard Bot of the Netherlands also addressed the morning session on behalf of the 25 Member States of the European Union (EU), calling for an intensification of Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s reform efforts to make the UN stronger, more effective and more efficient in facing global challenges from terrorism to the proliferation of weapons if mass destruction to climate change.

“The EU itself is an example of multilateralism at work,” he declared, pledging the Union’s support for all the UN’s multifaceted tasks. “Conflicting interests and diverging views still exist within the EU, as they do everywhere. But conflicts are resolved in the framework of common institutions and binding rules. Multilateralism works. A rule-based international order is possible. And necessary.”

* * *

General Assembly

21 September – Decrying what he described as “shameless” disregard for the rule of law around the globe, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today urged world leaders gathered at the General Assembly to do everything within their power to restore respect for the fundamental principles of law – in domestic affairs, as well as on the international arena.

“Today the rule of law is at risk around the world,” he said in an address to the General Assembly as it met for the first day of its annual top-level general debate. “Again and again, we see laws shamelessly disregarded – those that ordain respect for innocent life, for civilians, for the vulnerable – especially children.”

Mr. Annan called on the international community to start from the principle that no one is above the law, and no one should be denied its protection. “Every nation that proclaims the rule of law at home must respect it abroad; and every nation that insists on it abroad must enforce it at home,” he said.

And at the international level, all countries need a framework of fair rules and the confidence that others will obey them, he argued, noting that one of the UN’s proudest achievements has been the creation of a body of norms and laws covering trade to terrorism, from the law of the sea to weapons of mass destruction.

“Yet this framework is riddled with gaps and weaknesses,” he said. “Too often it is applied selectively, and enforced arbitrarily. It lacks the teeth that turn a body of laws into an effective legal system,” he said.

In concept alone, he added, the rule of law is not enough – “laws must be put into practice and permeate the fabric of our lives.”

Citing recent examples of the disregard for the rule of law, Mr. Annan pointed in part to the situation in Darfur, a vast area where “things are happening which must shock the conscience of every human being.” He urged “every possible support” for the efforts of the African Union (AU) to bring the 18-monthlong conflict to an end and ease the humanitarian disaster or risk history’s harsh judgment.

“Let no one imagine that this affair concerns Africans alone,” he said. “The victims are human beings, whose human rights must be sacred to all of us. We all have a duty to do whatever we can to rescue them, and do it now.”

The Secretary-General noted that the UN was founded in the ashes of a war that brought untold sorrow to mankind. “Today we must look again into our collective conscience, and ask whether we are doing enough. Each generation has its part to play in the age-long struggle to strengthen the rule of law for all – which alone can guarantee freedom for all,” he said.

“Let our generation not be found wanting,” he concluded.

* * *

General Assembly

21 September – With just over two weeks before Afghanistan is scheduled to hold historic presidential elections, the country’s current leader today appealed to top officials from across the world meeting at the United Nations to sustain their support for the nascent democracy.

Addressing the afternoon session of the General Assembly’s annual high-level debate, President Hamid Karzai said terrorists had tried to disrupt every stage of the polling process, intensifying offensives against voters and election workers in recent weeks. “These attacks have not stopped our people from crossing one milestone after another,” he said. “Yet, establishing a stable, democratic and prosperous Afghanistan requires sustained and collaborative efforts by the Afghans, our neighbours and the international community.”

He also pointed out that the effects of stability in Afghanistan would reverberate throughout Asia and the world. “Working together for a stable and prosperous Afghanistan is not only a good example of successful international cooperation, but will also contribute to regional prosperity and global security,” he said.

Offering the perspective of a country which emerged from war a dozen years ago, Joaquim Alberto Chissano, the President of Mozambique, voiced appreciation for the “resolute and decisive” UN involvement in the peace process, including the mobilization of resources. “This strong support from the international community, combined with the will and determination of our people for peace, led to what many regard as the first example of a successful UN peacekeeping mission in Africa,” he said.

Since the conflict in Mozambique ended, the country had benefited from “considerable support from the UN and its various specialized bodies for reconstruction and development activities,” he said. “This support has been critical for the economic growth and the gradual improvement of the people's living conditions, the country is experiencing today.”

Finland’s President, Tarja Halonen, delivered an indictment against the failure of the system of collective security, stressing that the members of the Security Council had a special responsibility to rise above their national interests and ensure international peace. “Before the war in Iraq, the international community failed, however,” she said. “Some nations resorted to use of force, which was not compatible with international law.”

Looking to the future, she argued that “there is no sustainable alternative to multilateralism” and called on the international community to intervene where human rights were seriously violated, including in the Darfur region of Sudan. “The UN and the international community must be able to act - in time, effectively and as long as needed.”

President Blaise Compaore of Burkina Faso hailed peace in Angola, Liberia and Sierra Leone, but noted that Africa continued to be plagued by fighting in Côte d’Ivoire, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Sudan. There were hopes for peace, notably in Côte d’Ivoire thanks to the recent Accra III agreement, he said, pledging Burkina Faso’s full support for all efforts to improve stability in Africa.

Human security, he emphasized, required more than the absence of conflict. Poverty was a key threat to social stability, he pointed out, calling for more equitable global economic progress, especially in Africa, where growth has been slow and scourges like AIDS and poverty continued to take their toll. The continent’s leaders were prepared to do their part to tackle these challenges, he said, calling on the international community to play its role as well. In particular, he urged rich countries to offer debt relief, adopt more just trading practices and ensure that globalization’s benefits can be enjoyed by all.

Marc Ravalomanana, the President of Madagascar, also stressed the importance of development in Africa, where he said national leaders were working towards good governance, while uniting their efforts to improve conditions on the continent. In light of its important international role, Africa should have some form of permanent representation on the Security Council, he said.

He also described how Madagascar had achieved its own political and economic development, while noting that rising oil prices, natural disasters and lack of access to international markets had hampered development. “We need more foreign investment both for the public and private sector,” he said. “Africa can become a flourishing continent. Africa has enormous potential.” The development of Africa is in the interests of the great powers, he argued. “Africa is ready for a new future.”

Other speakers addressing the Assembly in the afternoon included President Mikheil Saakashvili of Georgia; President Ivan Gašparovic of the Slovak Republic; President Levy Patrick Mwanawasa of Zambia; King Mohammed VI of Morocco; President Ricardo Lagos Escobar of Chile; President Néstor Kirchner of Argentina; and President Abdelaziz Bouteflika of Algeria.

Scheduled to participating in the general debate were Junichiro Koizumi, Prime Minister of Japan; José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, Prime Minister of Spain; Fatos Nano, Prime Minister of Albania; Göran Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden; Bernard Makuza, Prime Minister of Rwanda; and Phil Goff, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of New Zealand.

* * *

International Day of Peace

21 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan rang the Peace Bell at United Nations Headquarters in New York today, marking the annual International Day of Peace with a call to the world to do a better job to strengthen collective security, tackle grave humanitarian emergencies, promote true global development and foster greater tolerance.

“Today, let the sound of this bell inspire us in our work towards those goals. Let the call of the bell ring loud, clear and true around the world,” Mr. Annan declared, striking the bell three times at the start of a day in which the first of 100 world leaders will begin addressing the 59th session of the General Assembly. “From the height of the Cold War to the rise of intrastate conflicts, from the spread of the AIDS crisis to the escalation of terrorism, the call of the bell has remained constant, clear and true.”

Standing with him as rang the bell, a gift from Japan cast from the pennies donated by children from 60 nations, were three UN Messengers of Peace – former world boxing champion Muhammad Ali, author and journalist Anna Cataldi and wildlife researcher and conservationist Jane Goodall – as well as General Assembly President Jean Ping.

“Today, we listen to the ringing of the bell as solace while we contemplate the tribulations of the past year, and as a source of strength as we prepare to take on the trials ahead,” Mr. Annan said. “We need to keep working to strengthen the system of collective security, and make sure it is up to the task of meeting the threats of the 21st century.”

“We need to build greater international solidarity in tackling grave humanitarian emergencies, such as the one in Darfur,” he added in reference to western Sudan, where militia attacks and fighting between the government and rebels has uprooted nearly 1.5 million people.

“We need to do better in forging a true global partnership for development, to fight hunger, ignorance, poverty and disease and meet the Millennium Development Goals,” he said of the targets set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000 to halve extreme poverty and hunger, reduce infant and maternal mortality and achieve other social goals, all by 2015.

“And we need to promote greater tolerance and understanding among the peoples of the world,” he added. “Nothing can be more dangerous to our efforts to build peace and development than a world divided along religious, ethnic or cultural lines. In each nation, and among all nations, we must work to promote unity based on our shared humanity.”

The UN singers and a children’s choir performed at the ceremony in front of the UN complex, as sharpshooters took up positions on nearby roofs and nearby roads were blocked as part of stringent security measures for General Assembly session.

* * *

Sudan

21 September – A sense of fear pervades the many camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Sudan’s Darfur region, and most residents remain sceptical that local authorities can guarantee their security, two senior United Nations human rights officials said today while touring the strife-torn region.

High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour and the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, Juan Méndez, spent their second day in North Darfur inspecting camps and talking to Sudanese officials and staff from UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

A spokesman travelling with the mission said the two officials were struck by the uncertain condition of the IDPs, their “general sense of fear,” and the prevailing lack of confidence that Sudanese authorities can protect them.

At least 1.2 million people are estimated to be IDPs within Darfur, and another 200,000 live as refugees in Chad, because of repeated and often deadly attacks by Janjaweed militias against villagers and their homes and cropland. Sudanese Government forces have also been fighting two rebel groups.

Spokesman José Luis Díaz said humanitarian conditions in the IDP camps have improved. He also said the nature of the violence in Darfur seems to have shifted, with fewer major attacks on villages but more reports of violence against individuals – a more difficult trend to document.

Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Méndez are expected to travel next to Nyala, the capital of South Darfur state.

Last week, Secretary-General Kofi Annan dispatched Mrs. Arbour and Mr. Mendez to Darfur to assess how the vast region’s beleaguered inhabitants can be better protected from Janjaweed attacks.

On Saturday the Security Council adopted a resolution stating it would consider sanctions against Khartoum unless the Sudanese Government cooperates more with earlier resolutions to disarm the Janjaweed and protect civilians, and agrees to an expanded force of monitors from the African Union (AU).

The Council has also asked Mr. Annan to set up a commission of inquiry to determine whether genocide has taken place in Darfur over the past year.

Meanwhile, the High Commissioner for Refugees Ruud Lubbers will begin a five-day inspection visit to Darfur and neighbouring Chad on Thursday. He is scheduled to tour camps for IDPs and refugees and hold talks with UN and local officials.

* * *

Haiti/Dominican Republic

21 September – More than 600 people are dead and at least 1,000 others missing after Tropical Storm Jeanne tore through northern Haiti and the Dominican Republic at the weekend, the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) reported today as emergency relief operations continued in the neighbouring Caribbean nations.

MINUSTAH said that in the northern Haitian city of Gonaïves, the country’s third largest, the main hospital had been flooded and medical supplies were limited. A medical team attached to the Mission’s Argentinean peacekeepers was providing much of the care.

Much of the area around Gonaïves – which has about 100,000 inhabitants – was covered by mud because of the heavy rains and landslides in the wake of Tropical Storm Jeanne, leading to a shortage of drinking water.

Shelters have been set up to provide temporary housing for thousands of survivors, according to MINUSTAH, with the city’s cathedral now home to a group of some 600 people.

An assessment mission by UN officials to Port-de-Paix, on Haiti’s north coast, found that 30 per cent of that city was under water, while a separate inspection was taking place in Isle de la Tortue.

The UN has deployed a Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) Team to the Dominican Republic, where 11 people have been reported killed and more than 37,000 people have had to leave their homes because of the floods.

In the General Assembly today, Haiti’s interim President Boniface Alexander appealed urgently “for the solidarity of the international community” to support local authorities as they try to assist the victims of Tropical Storm Jeanne.

The Dominican Republic’s Foreign Affairs Minister Carlos Morales Troncoso also appealed for international cooperation as it mounts relief efforts, adding that the storm had caused devastating floods and damage to infrastructure in his country.

General Assembly President Jean Ping, speaking on behalf of its members, offered his sympathy to the governments and peoples of Haiti and the Dominican Republic, as well as to those from other Caribbean countries which have suffered during the recent wave of deadly hurricanes in the region.

* * *

DR of Congo

21 September – An apparent dispute between two communities in the Ituri region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has left 14 people dead and 91 homes burned to the ground, according to the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the central African nation.

One hundred fifty peacekeepers from the UN’s Ituri battalion were dispatched immediately to the village of Lengabo, where they remain, said the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC).

While a UN team, along with members of the Congolese police and judiciary, is still investigating the attack, local accounts describe the violence as caused by a dispute between two communities.
Two women and seven children were among those killed in the attack.

* * *

Agriculture

21 September – The head of the United Nations food agency (FAO) has issued a strong call to world leaders to invest more in agriculture in order to stave off hunger in poor countries.

“In countries where under-nourishment is most widespread, the share of government spending devoted to agriculture falls far short of matching the sector’s importance in the economy,” FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf said on Monday.

Mr. Diouf said there was increasing evidence that most poor and hungry people rely on agriculture for their livelihood. Yet “many developing countries continue to spend far too little.”

He urged world leaders – who discussed poverty and hunger yesterday at the UN in a meeting organized by Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva – to introduce direct measures so that more people have access to food.

“International assistance, including a lasting solution to the debt problem, would be a tangible sign that the world intends to honour the commitments made to reach the World Food Summit goal and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).”

At the World Food Summit in 1996 leaders agreed to try to halve the number of hungry people by 2015 – the same target as the first of the eight MDGs, which were set by world leaders in 2000. Currently, hunger strikes more than 840 million people across the globe.

* * *

Bosnia and Herzegovina

21 September – More than 1 million people uprooted by the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina a decade ago have now returned to their home, the United Nations refugee agency announced today, appealing to the international community to continue reconstruction assistance to the struggling country.

“The significance of reaching this landmark figure cannot be overstated,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Ruud Lubbers said. “It demonstrates the determination of so many people in Bosnia and Herzegovina to close this devastating chapter in their lives.

Mr. Lubbers emphasized that the successful returns also showed how the international community can benefit from devoting effort and resources to resolving the problems in refugees’ regions of origin. During the early 1990s Western Europe was receiving hundreds of thousands of asylum seekers a year from Bosnia and Herzegovina while now it receives only a fraction of that number.

UNHCR said that a total of 1,000,473 people – including 440,147 former refugees and 560,326 internally displaced persons – had returned to their homes in Bosnia and Herzegovina by the end of July. More than 2 million fled their homes during the 1992-5 war which saw large-scale ethnic cleansing among Bosnian Serbs, Muslims and Croats. 

“While celebrating the return of so many, we should not forget that for a significant proportion of them, it was an extremely hard and courageous decision to make, in the face of a multitude of legal, economic and social difficulties,” Mr. Lubbers said. Nine years after the Dayton peace accord “tremendous progress has been achieved, but there are still many difficulties to overcome, and continued support from the international community will remain essential for several years to come.”

The overall rate of returns has fallen sharply over the past two years, but Udo Janz, UNHCR’s Representative in Sarajevo, said he was nevertheless encouraged by the high proportion of people returning to areas where they are in a minority – including many of the places that were worst hit by the conflict and the accompanying large-scale killing and atrocities.

In total, UNHCR has spent over $500 million in the Bosnia and Herzegovina since 1995. But with funds steadily declining, the agency is relying increasingly on the help of development agencies and financial institutions to bridge the gap between immediate humanitarian relief and long-term economic assistance.

* * *

TB/HIV

21 September – Tuberculosis (TB) and HIV pose a deadly combination for millions of people in Africa, but a coordinated assault on both diseases can save up to 500,000 lives a year on the continent, experts gathered in the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa said today.

Reporting on their meeting, the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) said the introduction of HIV testing and AIDS drugs into TB programmes is one of the most cost-effective ways to ensure the survival of HIV-positive people.

Joint TB and HIV interventions are among the best ways to accelerate access to anti-retroviral drugs and to help reach the “3 by 5” target of three million people on HIV treatment by the end of 2005, according to UN officials. 

“If we jointly tackle TB and HIV, we can be much more effective in controlling both diseases,” declared Dr. Peter Piot, head of the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS).

Of the estimated 25 million Africans now living with HIV, about 8 million also harbour the bacillus that causes TB. Each year, 5 to 10 per cent of these eight million co-infected people develop active TB and up to half, or 4 million, will develop the disease at some point in their lives.

Without TB treatment, HIV infected people with TB typically die within months. Yet national TB programmes in Africa are currently treating fewer than half of HIV-positive people with active TB – despite the fact that they respond just as well to TB treatment as HIV-negative people, and the cost of TB drugs is as low as $10 per patient. But few TB patients are currently offered an HIV test, and only a handful receive anti-AIDS drugs. WHO advocates providing those anti-retrovirals to HIV infected TB patients. 

“As we scale up efforts to increase access to ARVs in Africa we must simultaneously help people living with HIV survive their bouts episodes with tuberculosis,” said WHO’s Jack Chow. “This is one of the most effective ways we can help save lives in Africa.” 

The lack of attention to the risk TB poses for people living with HIV was highlighted by Nelson Mandela at the recent XV International AIDS Conference in Bangkok in July. “TB is too often a death sentence for people with AIDS,” he said. “Today we are calling on the world to recognize that we can’t fight AIDS unless we do much more to fight TB as well.”

* * *

Water

21 September – New recommendations released today by the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) aim to ensure the safety of drinking water supplies – everything from what is piped into homes to the rural wells provided to refugee camps in an emergency.

“This is an extremely important change in orientation from a public health point of view,” Dr. Kerstin Leitner, WHO Assistant Director-General for Sustainable Development and Healthy Environments, said of the new “Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality” (GDWQ). “The revised Guidelines will allow public health management to focus on prevention of microbial and chemical contamination of water supplies.”

Drinking water regulations traditionally have emphasized testing water samples for levels of chemical and biological contaminants. Relying on this approach, WHO said, means that problems are detected long after water is consumed – a remedial rather than preventive approach.

The new recommended approach for regulators and operators is to manage drinking water quality in a holistic, systematic fashion from source to tap, including by ensuring water reservoirs, or, local wells are not at risk of contamination from human and animal waste, to checking basics like the regular changing of water filters.

The guidelines also include new guidance on their application in specific settings such as emergencies and disasters, as seen in Darfur, Sudan, and refugee camps in neighbouring Chad, where a hepatitis E outbreak is currently sweeping through camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs).

* * *

Internet

21 September – More than 250 experts wrapped up two days of talks in Geneva today on the creation of a United Nations working group which could deal with spam, cyber-crime and other Internet-related problems.

Countries requested the establishment of a UN Working Group on Internet Governance last December during the first phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which was also held in Geneva. The Summit’s second part will take place in November 2005 in Tunisia.

Discussions at this week’s meeting centred on the Working Group’s mandate and its relationship with other bodies.

Many participants argued that the Working Group should concentrate on key issues, including spam, cyber-security, cyber-crime, multilingualism, data protection and the management of Internet resources.

Some stressed that the Working Group should take into consideration the efforts of other international forums dealing with Internet governance. Participants also reiterated the importance of adopting a comprehensive approach that would include governments, the private sector and civil society, as well as participants from international and regional organizations dealing with Internet governance issues.

The next round of open-ended consultations is scheduled for 15 to 16 February 2005, to be followed by the second Preparatory Committee meeting of the WSIS from 17 to 25 February.

* * *

Libya

21 September – The United Nations refugee agency today expressed concern over the forcible return of potential refugees from Libya and called on the Government to grant it access to people who might be in need of international protection and ensure minimum standards of treatment for them.

A recent case involving a group of Eritrean nationals who arrived in Sudan from Libya aboard a hijacked plane “reveals the seriousness of the situation, and the vulnerability of refugees and asylum seekers in Libya,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Ron Redmond told a news briefing in Geneva.

The group told UNHCR they had been detained without charges for a long time in the Libyan town of Kufra, had endured repeated physical abuse, and that despite their request to see agency officials they had not been given access to any asylum procedure.

They said they were never informed of the decision to deport them to Eritrea, were forced to board a special charter flight, and only found out after their plane took off that the destination was their country of origin. Sixty of the 75 passengers have since been granted refugee status in Sudan.

Although Libya is not party to the 1951 Refugee Convention and has not signed a cooperation agreement for a formal UNHCR presence in the country, the agency reminded the Government of its obligations under the 1969 Organization of African Unity (OAU) Convention on refugees which it has signed and ratified.

UNHCR also requests unhindered access to groups in detention in order to be able to identify persons in need of international protection, Mr. Redmond said.

* * *

ICTY

21 September – Two judges from Denmark and Germany were today sworn in to serve temporarily on the United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia as part of the court’s bid to complete its work by 2010.

After a ceremony in The Hague, where the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) sits, Hans Henrik Brydensholt (Denmark) and Albin Eser (Germany) joined the court’s ranks, bringing the number of temporary judges to nine.

Judge Brydensholt, 72, was a High Court judge in Denmark from 1980 until 2002 and has international experience in the field of judiciary reform, including in Albania, Uganda and Kenya.

Judge Eser, Director of the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law in Freiburg, has worked as a judge in Germany and participated in negotiations in 1998 that led to the establishment of the International Criminal Court.

The ICTY and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) have both added temporary judges in recent years to help them meet their “completion strategy,” a timetable mandated by the Security Council.

The strategy calls for finishing all war crimes investigations by 2004, all trials at the first instance by 2008 and all work by 2010.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General and the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

 

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Good afternoon, 

**SG at General Assembly
The rule of law is at risk around the world, with fundamental laws being shamelessly disregarded again and again, the Secretary-General said this morning as he opened the General Debate of the fifty-ninth General Assembly.

He noted violations from the massacre of civilians and taking of hostages in Iraq to the displacement of whole populations and use of rape as a deliberate strategy in Darfur.  The prevalence of such acts, he said, reflects our collective failure to uphold the law and to instill respect of it.

The Secretary-General pointed to weaknesses in the framework of international law.  He said many feel that the Security Council’s enforcement capacity is not always used fairly or effectively, while those invoking the rule of law on the Commission of Human Rights do not always practice what they preach.

He asserted, “Those who seek to bestow legitimacy must themselves embody it; and those who invoke international law must themselves submit to it.” 

Turning to the situation in Darfur, Sudan, the Secretary-General said he will appoint with all speed an international commission to determine whether genocide has taken place there.  But he added, “Let no one treat this as a respite”, since, “regardless of their legal definition, things are happening there which must shake the conscience of every human being.”  We have copies of the speech upstairs.

**Peace Bell
The Secretary-General marked the opening of the fifty-ninth session with the traditional ringing of the Peace Bell.  This year marks the bell’s fiftieth anniversary.  The bell, cast from coins collected by children from 60 different countries, was presented to the United Nations by the UN Association of Japan in 1954. 

In his remarks the Secretary-General called for promotion of tolerance and understanding among the peoples of the world.  In order to build peace and development, he said, we must work to promote unity based on our shared humanity -- in each nation and amongst nations.  The text of his remarks is available upstairs.  Also attending the ceremonies, were the UN Messengers of Peace, Mohammed Ali, Jane Goodall and Anna Cataldi.

**Hunger and Poverty Summit
The Summit against Hunger and Poverty wrapped up its work yesterday with a final declaration, in which the leaders gathered for the meeting agreed that the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals must not lag behind.  They agreed on the need to raise and improve assistance levels and acknowledged that it is also appropriate and timely to give further attention to innovative mechanisms of financing, in order to help meet those Goals.  We have the text of their final declaration upstairs.

**Sudan
The High Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, and the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the prevention of genocide, Juan Mendez, continued their mission in Darfur, Sudan.  They were struck by the conditions of the displaced persons, the general sense of fear that these displaced persons had, and their total lack of confidence that the local authorities could ensure their security, according to Arbour’s spokesman, whom we just talked with.

Spokesman Jose Diaz said that the mission observed that the nature of violence in Darfur appears to have shifted.  While reports of major attacks on villages have decreased, there are now increasing reports of violence against individuals, such as women who leave camps in search of firewood or water, and these are more difficult to document, he said.  The mission is in Nyala today in south Darfur.

Meanwhile, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, is scheduled to begin a five-day mission on Thursday to Chad and Sudan, during which he will get a first-hand look at efforts to protect and assist hundreds of thousands of refugees and internally displaced people (IDP) affected by the ongoing crisis.

**Tropical Storm Jeanne
Efforts continue to assist the people of northern Haiti and neighbouring Dominican Republic in the aftermath of tropical storm Jeanne.

According to reports received this morning from the spokesman for the UN Mission in Haiti, more than 600 people have died in the northern city of Gonaives and its surroundings, while over 1,000 are unaccounted for.  The hospital in Gonaives has been flooded and only small amounts of medical supplies have reached the city so far.  Much of the care to the injured is being provided by the medical team attached to the contingent of Argentine peacekeepers.  Shelters have been organized to house many thousands of survivors, with the largest group of 600 people sheltering in Gonaives cathedral.  It is reported that the most urgent need is for drinking water, as the region is flooded with mud. 

North of Gonaives, a UN assessment mission to Port-de-Paix reports that 30 per cent of the city remains flooded, while assessments are awaited from Isle de la Tortue. 

The UN has also deployed a Disaster and Coordination Team to the Dominican Republic, where 11 people are reported dead, 6 missing and more than 37,000 displaced as a result of the flooding.

We have press releases from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme (WFP) about storm damage in the Caribbean. 

**Quartet
Tomorrow afternoon, the Secretary-General will host an informal meeting of the Middle East diplomatic Quartet.  The meeting will bring together, US Secretary of State Colin Powell, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, EU High Representative Javier Solana, European Commissioner for External Relations Chris Patten and Dutch Foreign Minister Bernard Bot, representing the Presidency of the European Union.

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.

Starting on Wednesday, the Council has scheduled a meeting each morning for the rest of the week.

Tomorrow, the Council will hold a public meeting at the Ministerial level on “Civilian Aspects of Crisis Management and Peace-Building”. The meeting will be chaired by Miguel Ángel Moratinos, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Spain.  The Secretary-General will speak at that meeting.  And a background paper in the form of a letter to the Security Council is out as a document.

Then on Thursday, the Council has scheduled a private meeting on Burundi with President Domitien Ndayizeye.  And on Friday, the Council President has scheduled an open briefing on Sudan by President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, the current Chairman of the African Union, on efforts to bring peace to Darfur, Sudan.

**DR Congo
The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has reported an attack yesterday against a village some 10 kilometres from Bunia in the Ituri region, that left 14 people dead, 2 wounded and 91 houses burned to the ground.  Among the dead were 2 women and 7 children. 

One hundred fifty peacekeepers from the UN’s Ituri battalion were dispatched immediately to the village of Lengabo, where they remain.  While a UN team is still investigating the attack together with members of the Congolese police and judiciary, local accounts describe the violence as caused by a dispute between two communities.  Further information is available in a press release.

**UNHCR - Bosnia
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, reports that one million former refugees and displaced persons from Bosnia and Herzegovina have now returned home.  Of these, around 440,000 were refugees who had fled Bosnia and Herzegovina, and 560,000 were forcibly displaced inside the country.

UNHCR says the scale of the return clearly shows the wider benefits for the international community of devoting considerable effort and resources to resolving problems in refugees' regions of origin.  We have more on that upstairs as well.

**WHO - AIDS Africa
International health experts say expanding access to tuberculosis treatment, combined with introducing HIV testing and anti-retroviral delivery into TB programmes, could save the lives of as many as half a million Africans living with HIV every year.

The experts, meeting in Addis Ababa this week, included officials from the World Health Organization and UNAIDS; and they called on African governments to tackle the two diseases simultaneously.  Of the estimated 25 million Africans now living with HIV, about eight million also harbour the germs that cause TB. 

Each year, between 5 per cent and 10 per cent of these eight million co-infected people develop active TB, and up to four million will develop the disease at some point in their lives -- but without TB treatment, HIV-infected people with TB typically die within months.

**WHO – Drinking Water
The World Health Organization has released new guidelines to help prevent water-related outbreaks of disease.  The updated “Guidelines for Drinking Water Quality” will help regulators and water service providers around the world to maintain and improve the quality of their drinking water.

The guidelines are applicable to a range of situations -- from urban drinking water systems in North America to protected wells in the developing world; and they also include new guidance for specific settings such as emergencies and disasters.  And there is more on that in a WHO press release.

**Internet Governance
Over 250 participants from all over the world attended the consultations on the establishment of a United Nations Working Group on Internet Governance held in Geneva today and yesterday.  The establishment of the Working Group was requested last December by the World Summit on the Information Society, and it is aimed at developing a framework so that the benefits of the Internet are shared equally.  Discussion at the meeting included issues such as the scope of the Working Group’s mandate, and the “mapping” of the issues under consideration.  We have more on that upstairs.

**Press Conferences This Afternoon
Finally, press conferences; we have a lot of them at this time of the year.  Starting with this afternoon, 1:30 in this room, Akira Chiba, Spokesman for the Prime Minister of Japan.
3:00 o’clock, President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga of Sri Lanka.

5:50, again, Akira Chiba, Spokesman for the Prime Minister of Japan.

6:45, the Foreign Minister of Venezuela, Jesus Arnaldo Perez and;

7:30, the Prime Minister of Sweden, Göran Persson, 7:30 in this room.

**Press Conferences Tomorrow
Then tomorrow, all in the afternoon, starting at 12:45, the Prime Minister of Canada, Paul Martin.
2:00 o’clock, Jeffrey Sachs, the Director of the UN Millennium Project and Georg Kell, Executive Director of the Global Compact, will be here to launch the UN Conference on Trade and Development’s World Investment Report 2004.

4:30, President Elias Antonio Saca of El Salvador and;

7:00, Mr. Hatsuhisa Takashima, the Spokesman for the Foreign Ministry of Japan.

That’s all I have for you today.  Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Fred, you mentioned two press conferences by Japan in the afternoon?

Spokesman:  Yes.

Question:   Is one of them particularly for a particular group of people or...?

Spokesman:  You have to ask them their reason for scheduling two press briefings in one afternoon.  I don’t know what it is, I’m sorry.  Yes?

Question:   The Quartet that the Secretary-General is going to host, is it possible to have any coverage, a press conference or something?

Spokesman:  The Quartet meeting?

Question:   Are we going to...(interrupted)

Spokesman:  No, they have planned this as an informal meeting and there may be a press release or a press communiqué, but no press conference this time.  Yes, all the way in the back?  

Question:   Twice today, the Secretary-General mentioned the work of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.  Has he been hearing regular updates of their work?  Is he having sort of preliminary guidelines of proposals that they may be offering in the future?

Spokesman:  He has met with them periodically throughout the year.  So, I think he probably has gotten some sense of the direction of their thinking.  His purpose in meeting with them was to make it clear to them what he expected from them in their report and to encourage them to think boldly and outside the box.  But I think he’s very much looking forward to seeing their report on 1 December.  Yes, sir?

Question:   The Security Council open meeting today; what time is that? 

Spokesman:  There’s no meeting today.  I think these three meetings that I mentioned start tomorrow and go through Friday.

Question:   (Inaudible)

Spokesman:  That was one of them, yes.  So, if you’ll let me go over it again then.

Question:   Yes, I’m sorry.

Spokesman:  Starting tomorrow, there will be a public meeting, ministerial level, on civilian aspects of crisis management and peace-building.  That will be chaired by the Foreign Minister of Spain.

Question:   And the time for that?

Spokesman:  I don’t have a specific time.  But you can probably figure out 10:00 or 10:30, and you’ll get the specific time by the end of today.  Yes, sir?

Question:   The Prime Minister of Iraq, Allawi, is there a possibility to have a meeting or something scheduled...(interrupted)?

Spokesman:  I think you should direct that question to the mission of Iraq.  We would not relay any request from you for a MemberState.  You should deal directly with the mission.

Okay, Djibril come on up and tell us about the General Assembly.

Spokesman for General Assembly President:Thank you, Fred.  Good afternoon.

The General Debate of the General Assembly started this morning at 10 o’clock.  Before proceeding with the general debate, which is agenda item 9, President Jean Ping of the General Assembly dealt with two items.  Item No. 1 was the President extending his deepest sympathy to the Government and peoples of the Dominican Republic, and to Haiti for the tragic loss of life and extensive material damage that have resulted from the recent hurricane in those countries.

President Jean Ping also expressed his deepest sympathy to the governments and peoples of all countries affected by the recent hurricanes.  He urged the international community to show solidarity and respond promptly and generously to any requests for help from those countries.

President Jean Ping then invited the interim president of Haiti, His Excellency Mr. Boniface Alexandre to take the floor.  And after the interim President of Haiti, he invited the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic, His Excellency Mr. Carlos Morales Troncoso to also take the floor.

The General Assembly then heard a presentation by the Secretary-General of the United Nations of his annual report on the work of the Organization.

It was then that the second item was (inaudible), which is mostly an item of procedures.  As I mentioned to some of your queries yesterday, the 
General Assembly does not regulate the length of time that heads of State should speak.  Suggestions are made and the speakers’ list is established on the basis of a suggested time of up to 15 minutes.  So, the President reminded the General Assembly of that point.  The second point had to do with the delivery of statements.  The President again asked members of State and government and other speakers to deliver their statements at a normal speed that will help our colleagues of interpretation to provide interpretation properly.

Third item, had to do again, by way of procedures, about the non-necessity or that it’s not necessary to address congratulations in the General Assembly hall.  And even a route was worked out in such a way that delegations can go back to their seats in the most efficient manner; following which the President moved on to the presentations which are part of the general debate.

As far as appointments are concerned, he met today, that is the President of the General Assembly, with His Excellency Ion Iliescu, the President of Romania.  He also attended the ceremony commemorating the International Day of Peace, along with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who rang the Peace Bell in the JapaneseGarden, and also delivered a message of peace.  The President of the Security Council and Mrs. Annan were present.  So were the United Nations messengers of peace that were mentioned previously by Fred.

Among the meetings, again, President Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva, the President of Brazil, and also President George Bush of the United States of America.  President Jean Ping will attend the luncheon organized by the Secretary-General of the United Nations in honour of heads of State and government attending this session.

And yesterday, among the leaders that he met were the Prime Minister of Japan, His Excellency Juichiro Koizumi, with whom he discussed the revitalization of the General Assembly, the reform of the Security Council.

And in the afternoon, he attended the Summit of World Leaders for Action Against Hunger and Poverty.  That Summit was attended by close to 40 heads of State and government.  An appeal was launched for additional resources and a new approach to increasing official development assistance while dealing comprehensively with the fight against poverty.

Update on the list of speakers, very quickly:  As of yesterday, 20 September, 62 heads of State, 21 heads of government, two vice-presidents, one crown prince, 12 deputy prime ministers -- again for clarity’s sake, it’s mentioned in the official documents, deputy prime ministers and foreign ministers I just used the term -- so I said 12 deputy prime ministers, 90 foreign ministers, two deputy foreign ministers, two chairmen of the delegations and one chairman of the observer delegation, namely, Palestine.

Questions please?  Yes, go ahead please.

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Even though the President of the General Assembly limited the time for speakers to 15 minutes, we saw the President of the United States took 27 and one half minutes.  Is that an exception?  Because there was no objection from the President, is that the exception, or also that might happen with other Presidents? 

Spokesman for General Assembly President:As I mentioned in my introductory statement, there is no such a thing as regulating the length of time.  The list of speakers is established on the basis of a suggestion of up to 15 minutes intervention.  But it’s up to heads of State to follow those suggestions.  There is no limit, there is no regulation per se.  Yes, go ahead please.

Question:   The contents of the meeting with the Secretary-General and the Prime Minister of Japan, Juichiro Koizumi, are they available for perusal?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:I will give you in these briefings the content which are available, which are mostly, in this case, the issue to do with the revitalization of the General Assembly, the reform of the Security Council and so on.  Otherwise, other items are of a bilateral nature.

Question:   The discussions on the reform of the Security Council are not available at this time?

Spokesman for General Assembly President:Not more than I have told you, because, as I mentioned earlier in my statements, the President has been sensitized to these issues in his consultations before and after he was elected as President of the General Assembly.

Okay, thank you.

* *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Cleanup" ��New Scientist - Clean-up in Iraq��� HYPERLINK  \l "Ozone" ��Vanguard (Lagos)  - Governments Urged to Back Global Inventory of Key Ozone Damaging� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Rotterdam" ��La conferencia ministerial sobre el Convenio de Rotterdam abordará en Ginebra la inclusión de nuevos plaguicidas y productos químicos�
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