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IRAQ: Marshland Restoration Project Under Way 

A group of scientists and engineers is moving ahead with an Iraq Foundation-backed marsh rehabilitation project in southern Iraq, called Eden Again, that is aimed at restoring Mesopotamian wetlands severely depleted under toppled President Saddam Hussein and facilitating the return of 200,000 displaced Marsh Arabs, Newhouse News Service reported yesterday.

The marshes, which are considered by some scholars to be the biblical site of the Garden of Eden, have been reduced by more than 90 percent, according to the U.N. Environment Program.

Hussein is blamed for most of the damage. In 1991, following uprisings against his government, he undertook a broad campaign to drain the swamps and dam their water sources. Iraqi forces moved thousands of Marsh Arabs, also known as Madan, into settlements. Tens of thousands more ended up in refugee camps in Iran.

The Eden Again project, led by southern Iraqi Azzam Alwash and his wife, a U.S. national, is meant to restore the wetlands and provide conditions for the return of the Marsh Arabs and their 5,000-year-old way of life.

"My husband had been involved with some Iraqi exile politics, but we decided to do this," Suzie Alwash said. "We thought, 'We're technical people; this is something we can do,'" she said.

The couple is planning a scientific survey of the marsh area within the next two months, with the hope of having some restoration projects under way by November. They have assembled an advisory council and obtained a $190,000 grant from the U.S. State Department for travel and a feasibility study, due out next week.

Those undertaking the project are still unsure how extensive the damage is, how much the project will cost, who will pay for it and who will do the work, according to Newhouse. "We are sort of data-free in a lot of ways," project manager and ecological scientist Michelle Stevens said. "When you work on a project here [in the United States], you have file cabinets full of data up to the present. But we basically stopped in 1980, before the Iran-Iraq war. ... Since then, scientists in Iraq haven't been able to publish their data."

Until now, scientists studying the problem have mainly relied on satellite photos and first-person accounts of conditions in the marshes, but they have said they need soil samples and other tests to determine the impact of reflooding the region.

"We need to know how much salt is there, how much natural geologic toxins, how much DDT," Stevens said. "The Saddam Hussein regime deliberately poisoned the marshes. We know there was napalm used. There were some kinds of poisons used described by Iraqi exiles. The water buffalo died -- that might be cyanide," she added.

U.N. environmental officer Hassan Partow, who authored a study on the marshes and advises Eden Again, said the costs of the project will be enormous. "If it does take off, it will be one of the biggest -- if not the biggest -- wetlands restoration schemes ever attempted, in terms of scale," he said.

The Alwashes said they are exploring possible financing from private foundations and the U.S. Agency for International Development.

Because the water sources for the marshes, chiefly the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, pass through countries other than Iraq, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said, Eden Again will have to be a multilateral effort.

"If one is going to rehabilitate the marshlands, it can't be just a question of opening the sluice gates," Nuttall said. "It's going to require a regional solution involving Iran, Syria and Turkey. There are also interests in Kuwait, because this area is important for fisheries. ... It would probably be a mistake to make it purely an Iraq Foundation project, because that would make it solely a U.S. solution to a problem that requires a regional solution" (John McQuaid, Newhouse News Service, April 21).

(Back to Contents)
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KUENSEL Online

UNEP to assist the national environment commission

                  Posted on Monday, April 21 @ 11:37:28 EDT BST 

                      The united nation environment programme (UNEP) and the government of Bhutan signed an agreement on Monday, April 20, further strengthening the cooperation in environment preservation.

                 UNEP’s executive director, Klaus Toepfer who was on a five-day visit to Bhutan and the deputy minister, Lyonpo Nado Rinchen of the national environment secretariat (NEC) signed the letter of agreement, which ensured cooperation in environmental assessment, monitoring, institutional capacity development, environmental  awareness, exploring co-financing of a national park, and for providing technical                 support in regional cooperation in environment.

                  Speaking at the signing, Mr. Toepfer said that Bhutan has very rich and important assets in the form of natural environment. “This asset is very important in  overpowering poverty and it is our dedication to make the environment instrumental  towards the well being of the citizens,” he said. 

                  “We have also learned that there is a direct integration between poverty and environment here. You cannot overcome poverty in a situation of a valley destroyed environmentally.”

                  The deputy minister of environment said that UNEP’s help to Bhutan had been very beneficial in the past and the agreement today provided an opportunity to make a framework of cooperation. 

                                                      .__________________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire

April 22, 2003 Tuesday

IRAQ: Scientists to study risks from DU shells

      A team of scientists from the United Nations and various countries is planning to study whether the depleted uranium (DU)  shells that liter Iraq's battlefields pose a health risk to the Iraqi people.

      U.S.-led forces fired thousands of rounds of the armor-piercing munitions over the past month. Some experts warn  leftover DU shells could harm Iraqi civilians by leaking into groundwater and drinking water. "The soil around the impact  sites of depleted uranium penetrators might have been heavily contaminated," said Brian Spratt, chairman of the depleted   uranium committee of the Royal Society, England's scientific academy.

      The Pentagon defended the use of DU. "There's going to be no impact on the health of people in the environment or people who were there at the time," said Michael Kilpatrick, a Pentagon health official. "You would really have to have a large internalized dose. You are not getting that with casual exposure" (Joseph B. Verrengia, AP/Akron Beacon Journal, April

      22).

      Iraqi doctors have long blamed an increased rate of cancer in the country to DU bombs dropped during the 1991 Persian Gulf War. The United States and other western countries have repeatedly denied that DU shells pose any health or  environmental hazards (Greenwire, Jan. 27).

      A United Nations Environment Programme report released lastmonth concluded that DU ammunition continues to pollute the air and water in Bosnia-Herzegovina. NATO forces used DU in the Balkans in the mid-1990s (Greenwire, March 26).

      A Detroit Free Press editorial: "Bombs can only be so  precise, and unexploded shells and mines present and ongoing   safety hazard, especially to curious children" (April 22). -- LM 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Ivory sales 'risk poaching spree' 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     The world's surviving elephants face a dangerous upsurge in poaching if ivory stockpiles are sold, conservationists believe. 

     They say three southern African countries should be prevented from selling their confiscated tusks. 

     They insist safeguards planned to ensure the sales do not fuel the demand for ivory will not work. 

     They believe the sales could drive elephants to extinction in some countries within 20 years. 

     In November 2002 the United Nations Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) agreed in principle to allow the sales. 

     The demand came from South Africa, Botswana and Namibia, who want to sell 60 tonnes of ivory amassed over the years, much of it seized from poachers. 

     The standing committee of Cites is meeting in the Swiss city of Geneva to set the detailed conditions on which the sales can go ahead. 

     The International Fund for Animal Welfare (Ifaw) says: "Poachers go into action when there is talk of Cites approved legal sales, which they can use as a

     'smokescreen'. 

     Dearth of information 

     "It is almost impossible to tell the difference between legal and illegal smuggled tusks or ivory pieces once on the market." 

     Cites has agreed the stockpiled ivory can be sold only if rigorous rules are in place, and if there is enough information to prove the sales will not lead to an increase in the illegal killing of elephants. 

     Ifaw says a report it is sending to Cites delegates at the Geneva meeting "shows that these criteria simply cannot be met". 

     The report says a Cites programme called Mike (Monitoring Illegal Killing of Elephants) is still at an embryonic stage. 

     Mike is designed to measure any poaching impact of ivory trade decisions in the Asian and African countries with elephant populations. 

     But Ifaw says Mike will be unable to provide reliable data before 2008 at the earliest. 

     Small returns 

     It says: "Without accurate baseline data on elephant populations, it is impossible to say what effect the potential sale could have on them." 

     Ifaw says no ivory exporting or importing countries have adequate Cites-approved legislation or controls on the ivory trade. 

     It also believes the profits to be made from selling the stockpiles will be too small to help the elephants. 

     Cites says the profits, estimated to reach $5m, must be spent only on elephant conservation. 

     Double benefit 

     But Ifaw says it thinks the cost of tackling the increased poaching it believes certain to follow the sales would dwarf any profits they realised. 

     It wants governments or international groups to buy the ivory and withdraw it  from the market, so countries could benefit from the income while safeguarding their elephants. 

     There were about 1.3 million elephants in Africa in 1980, but within a decade the poachers had reduced the number to roughly 600,000, prompting Cites to ban the ivory trade in 1989. 

     Ifaw says there are only 300,000-450,000 African elephants today. No more than 35,000-50,000 Asian elephants are thought to survive in the wild. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

Hamilton Spectator (Ontario, Canada)

April 22, 2003 Tuesday Final Edition

Our Impact on Planet Earth
BODY:

      WORLD POPULATION

      6..3 billion.

      And still growing, by about 73 million people a year (net increase, births minus deaths). That's more than

      two additional people every second.

      The rate of growth is slowing, down from 87 million additional people a year around 1990, but it is still

      predicted that there could be between nine billion and 14 billion people by 2050.

      To put the human population in perspective, noted biologist Edward O. Wilson says that when our population passed the six-billion mark, we had already exceeded by as much as 100 times the total mass of any large species that ever existed on the land. 

      WEIGHING OUR IMPACT ON THE EARTH

      What's the impact of all these people? Unlike economics, with its agreed-upon ways of estimating

      unemployment or total production, there's no accepted measure of environmental impact. But there are two

      increasingly quoted attempts.

      * The Ecological Footprint measures humanity's consumption of renewable natural resources and compares it  with the Earth's capacity to keep producing those resources and to absorb waste.

      The footprint measures how much productive land and water a population requires to produce the resources it consumes, using prevailing technologies, and to absorb its wastes. The most recent calculation, using 1999 numbers, says we're using 2.3 hectares a year of productive land per person, at a time when the Earth had the equivalent of 1.9 hectares per person of land and near-shore ocean area with the biological      capacity to support us.

      In other words, humanity now exceeds the planet's capacity to sustain its consumption of renewable

      resources. We are able to maintain this global overdraft temporarily by eating into the Earth's capital stocks of forest, fish and fertile soils. We also dump our excess carbon dioxide emissions into the atmosphere.

      These activities are not sustainable in the long term.

      The global ecological footprint has grown from about 70 per cent of the planet's biological capacity in 1961 to about 120 per cent of its biological capacity in 1999.

      The biggest impact is from the richest countries. The ecological footprint of a Canadian is more than 3 1/2

      times the global average.

      * A second measure of human impact on the Earth's ability to sustain life is called the Living Planet Index.

      The index is based on trends in three sets of populations around the world -- of 282 bird, mammal and

      reptile species in forest ecosystems; of 195 species of birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians and fish from

      lakes, rivers and wetland ecosystems; and of 217 bird, mammal, reptile and fish species in marine and

      coastal ecosystems.

      Between 1970 and 2000, the terrestrial populations fell by 15 per cent on average; freshwater species

      populations fell by 54 per cent; and marine populations fell by 35 per cent.

      The overall index fell by 37 per cent.

      HUMAN ENERGY USE RISING

      World energy consumption rose from 4,551 million tonnes of oil equivalent in 1973 to 6,905 in 2000. That's

      an increase of 52 per cent, about the same rate as population growth. (Electricity use grew much faster,

      from 439 to 1,089 million tonnes of oil equivalent, or 148 per cent.) As energy use grew, emissions of carbon

      dioxide also grew, from 15,667 million tonnes a year to 23,444.

      In the developed countries, renewable non-polluting energy sources such as wind and solar photovoltaic

      cells were the fastest growing energy sources. Wind had risen to 1.8 per cent of total electricity production

      in the developed world in 2000, its use growing by 22 per cent a year for a decade.

      Energy efficiency labelling programs can now be found in 43 countries, seven times the number in 1980.

      Meat consumption rising: Annual meat consumption rose from 33 kilograms per person in 1988 to 37 in 1998.

      The world's leading carnivores are New Zealanders, whose consumption actually dropped to 137 kilograms

      per person in 1998.

      Paper consumption rising: Paper consumption keeps rising, from 44.6 kilograms per person in 1988 to 49.2

      kilograms in 1998. Amounts used vary from almost none to 419.9 kilograms per person in Finland.

      Global population of automobiles: A doubling to 532 million vehicles 1976 to 2000, which means the number

      of autos is growing almost twice as fast as the human population.

      Annual worldwide production of automobiles is 40 million (2000).

      Bicycles: Annual world production of non-polluting bicycles is 101 million (2000). Annual automobile

      production almost matched bicycle production in the mid-1960s but has never surpassed it.

      Forest losses: Forests covered 3,866 million hectares of the planet in 2000, less than one-third of total land

      area. About 47 per cent of forests worldwide are tropical, providing the habitat for the largest numbers and

      richest density of plant and animal species on Earth.

      An estimated 9.4 million hectares of global forest a year (equivalent to 2.4 per cent of total forests) was

      lost during the 1990s. This was the net result of a deforestation rate of 14.6 million hectares per year (most

      of it in the tropical forests) and a rate of forest increase of 5.2 million hectares per year.

      Soil damage and erosion: Globally, moderate to severe soil degradation affects almost two billion hectares of

      arable and grazing land -- an area larger than the United States and Mexico combined. More than half this

      damage is caused by water erosion and nearly a third by wind erosion.

      Every year, soil erosion and other forms of land degradation rob the world of five million to seven million

      hectares of farming land. Every year 25 billion tonnes of topsoil are washed away. Worldwide, soil erosion

      puts the livelihoods of nearly a billion people at risk.

      Irrigation water wasted: Roughly 70 per cent of all water withdrawn for human use goes to irrigate crops.

      Yet less than half of all water withdrawn for irrigation reaches the crops. Most soaks into unlined canals,

      leaks out of pipes, or evaporates on its way to the fields.

      Salt buildup in soil has severely damaged 30 million hectares of the world's 255 million hectares of irrigated

      land. Salinization and waterlogging affects another 80 million hectares.

      Greenhouse gases rising: The carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere is currently about 370 parts

      per million and is still rising. That's an increase of more than 30 per cent from levels calculated for 1750.

      Global warming: The Earth is getting warmer, possibly because of the increase in carbon dioxide and other

      greenhouse gases. The overall warming amounts to about 0.6 C over the 20th century. The 1990s are very

      likely to have been the warmest decade and 1998 the warmest year in the instrumental record, since 1861

      and perhaps much longer.

      Hole in the ozone layer stable: There has been a decline in the level of chemicals in the atmosphere that

      have caused thinning of the ozone layer that protects people, animals and plants from damaging ultraviolet

      rays.

      The so-called hole in the ozone layer over Antarctica could begin to recover by 2010 and be restored by

      mid-century to pre-1980 levels. The improvement is credited to the Montreal Protocol that began the

      phase-out of production and use of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and similar chemicals.

      Oceans overfished: About 47 per cent of the main marine fish stocks or species groups are fully exploited

      and are producing catches that have reached, or are very close to, their maximum sustainable limits.

      Another 18 per cent of stocks or species groups are over-exploited, so it's likely stocks will decline further

      and catches decrease. Another 10 per cent of stocks have become significantly depleted, or are recovering

      from depletion.

      One-quarter of the world's annual catch is thrown back into the sea, dead or dying.

      Bottom trawling for fish damages seabed habitat so severely that it has been compared to forest clear-cutting. By the late 1990s, it was affecting an area 150 times the total forest area that is clear-cut each year.

      Damaged fish habitat: By late 2000, 27 per cent of the world's coral reefs had been effectively lost, up from  just 10 per cent in 1992. The reefs are among the richest habitat for marine species in the world. The      damage result from sediment and nutrient pollution, over-exploitation and mining of sand and rock, and      climate change.

      Species declining: The extinction of a species is irreversible. Plant and animal species always go extinct, but the rate now appears to be many times the natural rate, largely from habitat destruction.

      Seventy-four mammal species and 129 bird species have gone extinct since 1500.

      An estimated 3.8 per cent of mammal species and 1.8 per cent of birds are critically endangered and another 20 per cent of mammals and 10 per cent of birds are threatened with dangerous reductions in numbers.

      Environmental agreements: More than 1,000 international environmental agreements have been negotiated.

      Environmental accounting: More than 2,000 corporations are now producing corporate environmental

      reports, detailing the impact of their processes on the environment. Common standards are still being

      developed.

      Who benefits, who doesn't: The richest 20 per cent of the world's population accounts for 86 per cent of

      total private consumption expenditure, and consumes

      * 58 per cent of the world's energy,

      * 45 per cent of all meat and fish,

      * 84 per cent of paper,

      * and owns 87 per cent of all cars and 74 per cent of all telephones.

      Approximately 1.2 billion people, or one-fifth of the world's population, still live in extreme poverty -- on less than $1 US per day -- and 2.8 billion people, or almost half the world's population, on less than $2 US a day.

      The gap between rich and poor, globally and within countries, has been growing. The difference in per capita income between the world's wealthiest 20 per cent and the poorest 20 per cent grew from 30 to 1 in 1960, to 78 to 1 in 1994. It fell a bit to 74 to 1 in 1999.

      (With files from Tammie Danciu, Debbie Davies and Marilyn McGrory)

      GRAPHIC: Photo: Compiled by Bill Johnston, The Hamilton Spectator; SOURCES INCLUDE: United NationsEnvironment Program, UN Development Program and the Food and Agricultural Organization, International Energy Agency, World Conservation Monitoring Centre, Worldwatch Institute, WWF International __________________________________________________________________________________________

The Stamford Advocate

Depleted uranium shells controversial in two wars

By Louis Porter

Staff Writer

April 20, 2003

The United States and its allies have used thousands of rounds of depleted uranium shells in the current war against Iraq, according to published reports, despite lingering controversy about the role the shells may have played in the suite of illnesses suffered by veterans of the first Gulf War.

Even those who want to ban depleted uranium, because they believe it causes illness, call the weapons made from it "awesome" and "fantastic."

Soldiers call it the "silver bullet."

During a briefing last month, Col. Jim Naughton, director of munitions for the U.S. Army's Materiel Command, said rounds made of depleted uranium allow U.S. troops to hit Iraqi targets while remaining out of range of the Iraqis.

"That's how much advantage it gives us," Naughton said. "So we don't want to give that up, and that's why we use it."

That advantage is not reason enough to use the shells, said Doug Rokke, a major in the U.S. Army Reserve from Rantoul, Ill., and a veteran of the Vietnam and first Gulf wars. Rokke was a member of the military cleanup crew that went into Iraq 12 years ago, in part to deal with depleted uranium contamination.

Health impacts matter little to defense officials who don't want to give up the extraordinary weapon, Rokke said.

"No matter what, we are going to use this stuff," he said.

Depleted uranium is a heavy metal, so dense that the 320 tons of it used in the first Gulf War could be compressed into a 8-foot cube. It is also tougher than tungsten and penetrates buildings and armor-plated vehicles.

But when it explodes and burns on impact it raises smoke and dust, which some say makes the weapons dangerous to U.S. troops and Iraqi civilians.

Not only can it cause heavy metal contamination but it is also too radioactive to be safe, they say.

U.S. defense officials said last month it was impossible to use the Abram tank and other vehicles without using depleted uranium shells, and the Defense and Veterans Affairs departments have argued that studies show depleted uranium is not a serious hazard to U.S. soldiers or Iraqis.

However, The Royal Society, England's leading scientific institution, last week called on Britain and the United States to clean up the munitions after the current war.

"A small number of soldiers might suffer kidney damage and an increased risk of lung cancer if substantial amounts of depleted uranium are breathed in," said Professor Brian Spratt in a statement.

Civilians might also be at risk from depleted uranium entering the water supply, he said.

When a depleted uranium shell explodes in a tank, or a U.S. tank plated with the ultra-hard metal, is hit with a shell it can be filled and covered with dust and smoke from the uranium munitions, which linger for a long time, veterans advocates said.

Rokke doubts whether it is even possible to clean it up after a war, he said.

U.S. Rep Christopher Shays, R-Bridgeport, said the health effects of depleted uranium have not been proven.

But, he added, "I am concerned about every potential exposure that our troops might have," he said.

A report which came out of Shays' congressional subcommittee in 1997 listed depleted uranium as one potential cause of the illness afflicting veterans of the first Gulf War.

Shays, an advocate of the war against Iraq and veterans' rights, said that any health effects the Iraqis suffer from depleted uranium pale in comparison with the benefits of regime change in the country.

"The Iraqis after the war are going to have something they haven't had in decades, they are going to have peace," Shays said.

Despite his respect for Shays, Rokke disagrees.

"The Iraqi freedom is the freedom for them to accept our radioactive waste," said Rokke, who himself suffers from symptoms he blames on depleted uranium exposure.

Rick Weidman, director of Government Relations for Vietnam Veterans of America, called the dangers of depleted uranium "a no-brainer," saying it is a heavy metal, radioactive and being dispersed into the air, where it can be breathed. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Scientist says Iraq destroyed weapons - report

  NEW YORK - An Iraqi scientist told a U.S. military team that Iraq had destroyed chemical weapons and biological warfare equipment only  days before the war began, The New York Times reported. 

  The newspaper, citing members of the American team, said the scientist also told them that Iraq had sent unconventional weapons and  technology to Syria, beginning in the mid-1990s and that Iraq had more recently begun to cooperate with al Qaeda. 

  The scientist, who said he had worked in Iraq's chemical weapons program for more than a decade, led the U.S. team to a supply of

  materials used in the production of illegal weapons, which he said he had buried, the newspaper reported from Iraq. 

  The Americans told the Times that the scientist led them to sites where they found precursors for a toxic agent banned by chemical  weapons treaties. The chemical was not identified. 

  The scientist also told them Iraq had destroyed some stockpiles of deadly agents as early as the mid-1990s, but that officials had set fire to  a warehouse where biological weapons research was conducted just four days before U.S. President George W. Bush gave Saddam  Hussein 48 hours to leave Iraq. 

  The U.S. officials said the scientist told them he had watched the Iraqis bury chemical precursors and other sensitive material several  months before the war to conceal and preserve them for future use, according to the newspaper. 

  The team, one of several hunting for unconventional weapons in Iraq, declined to identify the scientist. But members told the Times they  tested the buried material and checked the scientist's identity with experts in the United States. A report was sent to the White House on  Friday, the newspaper said. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

FEATURE - Dry Kenya taps water saving measures
  NAIROBI - Korogocho means heap of scrap in Kikuyu and the slum in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, lives up to its sorry name. 

  Scrawny chickens peck and barefoot children play in the debris of plastic and refuse. People scavenging through the piles of rubbish on the city dump bring back faded umbrellas, discarded toilet brushes and scraps of metal to resell. 

  About 160,000 people live in this warren of low shacks cobbled together with bits of tin and slabs of mud. Few have electricity or fuel to  cook with, but the biggest problem is water and sanitation. 

  Nairobi is a scarce water city - like a host of others in Africa including Addis Ababa, Dakar and Lusaka. Across the continent, there are women and children who walk all day every day to collect a jerry can of water. 

  Not only is water in short supply in Kenya, but it is most expensive for the poorest, sometimes reaching the consumer untreated. 

  "It's time we were aware that water is a finite commodity and that we are water scarce, which calls for greater prudence in the way we manage and use it," Water Resources Minister Martha Karua told Reuters. 

  According to government statistics, Kenya's per capita water supply is expected to fall from 700 cubic metres now to around 500 by 2010. At the same time, UN Habitat (the United Nations Human Settlement Programme) sees population growth climbing five percent annually in Nairobi alone. 

  Deforestation is compounding Kenya's water shortage, with trees rapidly disappearing under the axe of illegal loggers. Forest cover, whichhelps retain moisture, has dwindled to below 10 percent of the east African country, leaving it prone to droughts and severe floods. 

  "With water scarcity, a rapidly growing urban population and lots of wastage, there's obviously a crisis looming on the horizon," said James Ohayo, UN Habitat project coordinator for public and information awareness. 

  In the long term, water scarcity has a negative affect on the economy. It puts off foreign investors, caps agriculture and manufacturing production, and hampers the creation of jobs. 

  MISMANAGEMENT 

  Karua is adamant that lives can be improved as the water ministry tackles bad practices accumulated over the years. "With efficient use we might not have a shortage," she said. 

  The outspoken minister was appointed by President Mwai Kibaki after his landslide victory at elections in December. 

  Since coming to office she has kick-started a series of measures to address the mismanagement of water in Kenya - including the creation of a regulatory body to monitor water supply, distribution and quality. 

  "Local authorities have previously used water as a cash cow, where they take water money and use it for other things and ignore maintenance and expansion. We want water revenues ring fenced and only used to service water," Karua said. 

  Nowhere is water scarcity more keenly felt than in the slums with its trenches - thick with sewage - standing in for drains and fostering diseases like typhoid and cholera. 

  In a recent report UN Habitat said 10 percent of Nairobi's three million people are served by sewers, 20 percent by septic tanks and the rest with manually cleaned latrines. 

  Most inhabitants get their water from vendors, lugging 20-litre containers at a time. A peek behind the ramshackle huts reveals women bent over washing dishes, scrubbing clothes in bowls, careful not to waste any precious water. 

  "Nairobi has so many water vendors. Almost all of them do not have a source that means they are opening city council taps and pirating water from them and disturbing the distribution," Karua said. "So the shortage created could be artificial." 

  LEAKY PIPES 

  Some 200,000 litres, or half the water Nairobi imports daily from between 200-600 km (125-370 miles) upcountry is lost through leaks in old, rusty pipes and illegal connections. 

  As if that isn't bad enough, the poor are paying up to 10 times more for their water than the rich - while commercial farmers channelling  water from rivers and lakes pay nothing. 

  Karua said the water ministry hoped to change that by imposing levies on all water users, cracking down on illegal connections and tackling pollution. 

  Basic common sense measures such as taking showers instead of having a bath, halving the amount of water used to flush the lavatory, or  reusing water to wash floors would also help to conserve it, UN Habitat's Ohayo said. 

  However the long-term future lies in harvesting rainwater, building reserves from dams and replanting trees, Karua said. 

  "Generally our programmes will not produce results in an instant, but we want to look back five years, 10 years, 15 years later and say our  forest cover now is 40 percent - and this can be achieved," she said.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Thousands of Australian species at risk - report
  SYDNEY - Thousands of Australian mammals, reptiles and bird species face extinction as landclearing gains pace, according to a  government report leaked yesterday. 

  The "Biodiversity Audit", obtained by the Australian Broadcasting Corp ahead of publication, said 2,891 individual Australian  ecosystems were at risk, with many beyond rescue. 

  The conservative government, already under fire from environmentalists for joining the United States in rejecting the Kyoto pact on cutting greenhouse gas emissions, declined to comment. 

  But environmental groups and opposition parties pounced on the report to denounce what they saw as government inaction. 

  "The message on landclearing has been delivered to the government time and time again, in any number of similar reports in recent years," said Nicola Beynon, spokeswoman for the Australian branch of Humane Society International. 

  "The national Biodiversity Audit has to be the final call to action." 

  The main opposition party, centre-left Labour, said 500,000 hectares (1.236 million acres) of the vast island continent, home to some of the least populated areas in the world, was lost to landclearing every year. 

  "Unless urgent action is taken now, much of Australia's unique wildlife faces the threat of extinction," Labor's environment spokesman, Kelvin Thomson, said. 

  Long isolated from the rest of the world, Australia retains a unique biodiversity and unique animal species, such as the kangaroo. 

  But it has lost dozens of native species following the introduction of European animals, crops and pests after Britain established its first penal colony here in 1788. 

  "Past generations may have sleepwalked through extinctions like that of the Tasmanian tiger. We are about to do it with our eyes open," John Connor, campaign director of the Australian Conservation Foundation, told the Australian Associated Press news agency. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Earth Day 2003 Across the USA 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, April 22, 2003 (ENS) - The Earth Day Network, coordinator of the 33rd annual Earth Day, is using today's spotlight on the  environment to inspire one million new people to register to vote. "If you want  to do one thing for the environment, register to vote!" the organization says on its website, which provides a page to download voter registration forms. 

                      Denis Hayes, organizer of the first Earth Day in 1970 and chair of Earth Day Network, is attending an Earth Day event in Boston today with Senator John Kerry, a Massachusetts Democrat who has endorsed the One Million New Voters campaign. 

 Senator Kerry has announced his candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, but the presence                of Hayes on the podium with him does not mean the Earth Day Network is supporting his candidacy, a                   spokesperson for the organization said. 

                      The campaign information for the One Million New Voters campaign was sent to all presidential hopefuls  in early March, and the campaign has been endorsed by Senator Joeseph Lieberman of Connecticut, Senator John Edwards of North Carolina, Congressman Dennis Kuchinich of Ohio, Congressman Richard Gephardt of  Missouri, and former Vermont Governor Howard Dean, all Democrats, and Senator John McCain of Arizona, a Republican. President George W. Bush also received the campaign materials, but he has not responded. 

                      Theresa Thames, Earth Day Network director of diversity outreach and new initiatives, who with Earth Day Network president Kathleen Rogers created the One Million New Voters campaign, says the goal is to get more people of  diverse backgrounds involved with environmental issues that affect them   directly. 

                      "When they started Earth Day in 1970, it was really a middle class movement,  said Thames today. The crowd got older and whiter as the years have gone  by. This campaign aims to really engage youth and people of diverse  backgrounds." 

                      To encourage new voter registrations, the Earth Day Network has formed   partnerships with Project Vote, the Southwest Voter Registration Project and the NAACP Voter Project organized by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 

Thames says the campaign is not just to register people to vote, but also to educate people, to reframe and                                                        repackage environmental  issues in terms that relate  to their lives. Minority youth bear the brunt of environmental                                                        contamination, suffering diseases such as asthma  and lead poisoning, Thames, said. They may never visit the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, but the Thames says the Earth Day Network voter registration campaign can get                      them interested in environmental issues in their own communities. 

                      The League of Conservation Voters (LCV) has its own Earth Day voter registration page. "There are over 8.5 million environmentalists in the U.S.,more than the size of the Christian Coalition and NRA combined! We have the strength and numbers to make our elected officials in Washington payattention - if we are organized and if we vote!" the LCV says on its website. 

                      LCV president Deb Callahan said today, "The next 559 days - from Earth Day 2003 to Election Day 2004 - might turn out to be the most important year and a  half in American environmental history. The next 559 days may spell the difference between whether Earth Day in the future is an event to celebrate or a day of disappointment." 

                      "Americans have watched the Bush administration dismantle environmental laws that have improved the health and security of families for decades," Callahan said. Americans have watched President Bush consistently place the desires of powerful corporate interests ahead of the needs of regular people.                      And Americans are not happy." 

                      Americans who have complaints about Bush administration environmental policies will have an Earth Day opportunity to get answers to their questions tonight. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Christie Whitman will be in the hot seat this evening on "Ask the White House," an online   interactive forum that debuted last week where citizens can submit questions  to White House officials. Questions will be accepted from 5 pm Eastern Time  at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/ask 

Interior Secretary Gale Norton visited the Kuenzler family farm and wildlife habitat preserve in North Carolina for Earth Day. Ed and Jutta Kuenzler bought a 154 acre property in Orange County in 1965 and have since turned                      the whole farm into a conservation easement. They have restored a degraded wetland and turned it into a wildlife refuge for migratory birds, amphibians, reptiles and native plants. 

                      "The environmental challenges we face in the 21st century are in many ways  more subtle and more difficult than we have faced in the past," Norton said.  "They deal with managing the increasing demands on the land and the  conservation of our resources - how do we meet the need to develop and expand our economy while conserving our land and its rivers, lakes, forests,and abundant wildlife?" For Norton, the answer lies in "cooperative conservation." 

                      "We need to empower Americans to become citizen-conservationists on their own land," she                     said. "The best thing  federal and state governments can do is to empower people like  the Kuenzlers to take                      conservation into their  own hands." 

                      Several agencies of the federal government are participating in Earth Day this year. Find out more at: http://www.earthday.gov/ 

                      The energy company BP today inaugurated the largest solar field on the East Coast in Paulsboro, New Jersey, to facilitate productive reuse of a 130 acre former petroleum and specialty chemical storage and distribution facility located east of Philadelphia on the Delaware River. The solar field producesan estimated 350,000 kilowatt-hours a year, enough to power about 50 typical homes. The power is generated by an array of 5,880 solar panels and provides  up to 30 percent of the energy needed for environmental remediation                      equipment at the former terminal. 

                      "This project takes land that has served it purpose for heavy industry in the 20th century and provides an adaptive reuse with 21st century technology,  making clean electricity without a smokestack," said Paulsboro Mayor John  Burzichelli, who also serves New Jersey as Assemblyman for the 3rd                     Legislative District. 

                      Several environmental organizations are using Earth Day 2003 to object to Bush administration environmental policies. U.S. Public Interest Research Group (USPIRG) released a new report today detailing how Bush  administration has intensified its attacks on environmental protections after the 2002 mid-term election which gave Republicans the balance of power in Congress. 

                      "Since the 2002 elections, the Bush administration has worked behind closed doors with polluters to craft one proposal after another to weaken environmental and public health protections," said U.S. PIRG Legislative   Director Anna Aurilio. "This Earth Day, we call on the Bush administration to listen to the public, not the polluters, and to uphold, not uproot, America's  environmental laws." 

                      As an example, USPIRG notes that earlier this month the Bush administration announced that the Interior Department intends to halt all reviews of public lands for new wilderness protection. "This is a sweeping change in wilderness policy that will leave millions of acres of pristine lands open to mining, drilling,                  road building and other development," the organization says. 

                      In Berkeley, California, Environmentalists Against War, a coalition of environmental organizations and individuals who came together in opposition  to the U.S. war on Iraq, is encouraging environmental groups to use Earth Day  to talk about the environmental impacts of war and what can be done to promote peace. "Now that the war is winding down, it's important to focus on environmental restoration in Iraq," said Peter Drekmeier, coordinator of  Environmentalists Against War and former executive director of Earth Day Network. "The cleanup of depleted uranium and the reconstruction of water and sewage treatment plants should be a priority." 

Former U.S. Senator Bill Bradley released the key findings of a poll conducted by the                                              American Zoo and Aquariums Association (AZA) that shows children are keenly                                                 aware of the environmental problems facing the planet, and  believe they themselvesare a potent force for saving the Earth. AAZ's Opinion Poll attracted 60,000 respondents, 84 percent of whom were children. The children said they want  information and opportunities for action. They want to know what they can do to help. They also want to know who is helping, what is being done, what is working. Bradley and AZA are making the full report available to leaders from the public and private sectors at no charge. 

                      Maryland Governor Robert Ehrlich today signed into law a bill that repeals the 300 year old Maryland prohibition on Sunday hunting, drawing instand  criticism from The Fund for Animals. The bill was opposed by diverse constituencies including horseback riders, hikers, campers, wildlife watchers,                    animal welfare advocates, and religious groups. 

                      “It is ironic that Governor Ehrlich chose Earth Day to sign a bill that threatens all the Maryland citizens who want to enjoy nature and the outdoors on Sundays without fear of being shot,” said Michael Markarian, president of   The Fund for Animals. “It is also ironic that during a budgetary crisis  Governor Ehrlich thinks it is appropriate to increase spending for recreational hunting opportunities at the expense of public safety.” It will cost Maryland   taxpayers nearly $50,000 each year for the Natural Resources Police to enforce                    hunting regulations on Sundays. 

                      Finally, former Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson, founder of Earth Day, saidtoday, "The President must begin a national dialogue on the issue of sustainability by beginning a tradition of a biennial State of the Environment   address. This biennial message would be in addition to the traditional State of    the Union address. Congress must undertake a comprehensive series of educational hearings on the concept and significance of sustainability." 

                      "The public must encourage serious Presidential and congressional attention to the issue of sustainability," Nelson said. "The youth of America are also involved, making it clear to the President and Congress that sustainability is  essential to the security of our nation." 

                      The Earth Day Network lists many Earth Day events from now through June online at: http://www.earthday.net 
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ENS

Factory Farms Grow New Roots in Developing World 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, April 22, 2003 (ENS) - Factory farms are expanding into developing countries, bringing these nations a wealth of environmental and  public health concerns, finds a new paper by the Worldwatch Institute. And  the environmental and health hazards of factory farms are only part of a global                      issue affected by increasing global meat consumption, tighter environmental standards in developing countries and international trade, according to Worldwatch Institute researcher Danielle Nierenberg. 

                      "Factory farming methods are creating a web of food safety, animal welfare, and environmental problems around the world, as large agribusinesses attempt to escape tighter environmental restrictions in the European Union and the U.S. by moving their animal production operations to less developed                 countries," said Nierenberg, author of "Factory Farming in the Developing

                      World." 

                      In her paper, published in the May/June 2003 edition of "World Watch," Nierenberg notes that global meat production has increased more than five  times since 1950 and factory farming is the fastest growing method of animal  production worldwide. Feedlots are responsible for 43 percent of the world's beef, Nierenberg writes, and more than half the world's pork and poultry are  raise in factory farms. 

                      Factory farms with tens of thousands  of pigs are sprouting up throughout the developing world. (Photo courtesy Clean Water Network)

                      Meat consumption "has been perceived as a measure of  social and economic development," according to the author, and two thirds of the gains in meat consumption in 2002 were in   the developing world. 

                      Economies of scale and rising demand have helped factory farms become the dominant force in meat production, but the environmental and health  concerns of operations with capacities often in excess of one million animals are severe. 

                      Water pollution from animal waste runoff is a serious environmental and public health problem, as is the widespread use of antibiotics to speed up growth. Agricultural interests say these concerns are often overstated and  that pollution runoff from factory farms can be - and is - often properly   managed. But a growing number of individuals in the developed world, in particular the United States and Europe, are not convinced.  With increasing pressure for stricter environmental standards and a shift away from factory farming, it is not surprising that meat producers are looking abroad for less oversight and cheaper production costs. Nor is it surprising that some developing nations are eager for economic boost factory farms appear to offer. 

Factory farms are expanding the former Soviet Union, Mexico, India, China and the Philippines, Nierenberg says. The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization finds that Asia has the fastest developing livestock sector. 

Nierenberg hones in on the Philippines as the main case study for her paper, identifying a range of threats from large scale factory farms.   The Philippines is an emerging center of largescale livestock production and                                       processing in the developing world. 

And these operations, Nierenberg writes, threaten the survival of the nation's indigenous livestock and contribute to groundwater pollution, the spread of  food-borne illnesses, and antibiotic resistance. 

Annual production of poultry has increased five times since 1980 in the Philippines, but most family farmers have been forced out of business or into adopting factory farming methods. The stock of native Filipino chickens has                      nearly been wiped out, Nierenberg reports. 

But the economic benefits of these businesses tempt many to look the other way when faced with the environmental and health consequences. 

The Philippines now houses Asia's largest pig rearing operation, producing some 100,000 hogs a year. Local water supplies near these hog farms have   been polluted and local residents have "named the river where many of them  bathe and get drinking water the River Stink," Nierenberg writes. 

                      Waste flows from factory farms can present serious environmental and public health problems. (Photo  courtesy U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)

                      "Apart from the stench, some residents  have complained of skin rashes, infections  and other health problems from the water.   And instead of keeping the water clean and installing effective waste treatment, the farms are just digging deeper drinking  wells and giving residents free access to them." 

The residents, Nierenberg explains, fear losing this water supply so they remain quiet about the smell and health effects of the hog farming operations. 

The myriad of forces that have brought factory farms to the Philippines and to other developing nations will make this a difficult trend to reverse. International regulations on factory farming and improved zoning to minimize                      environmental impact can help, Nierenberg writes, but a much greater cultural and social shift is needed to stem the growing tide of factory farms. 

"Changing the meat economy will require a rethinking of our relationship with livestock and the price we are willing to pay for safe, sustainable, humanely-raised food," Nierenberg says. "Preserving prosperous family farms                      and their landscapes, and raising healthy, humanely treated animals, should also be viewed as a form of affluence." 
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General Environment News

Nairobi hosts 3-day Global Greens summit 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Some 300 delegates from 23 countries around the world Tuesday convened the Global Green Movement Summit here co-hosted Kenya's Green Belt Movement, Global Green Movement and the Green Group of the European Parliament. Participants at the three-day meeting are discussing globalization and its consequent impoverishment of populations in Africa. It coincides with a similar conference organized by the most industrialized western countries -- USA, Britain, France, Canada, Japan, Italy and Germany. Kenya's assistant minister for Environment and Natural Resources, Prof. Wangari Mathai told delegates that the summit would focus on "environment and man-made environment." "We are interested in both the environment and man-made environment, as well as good governance, social and economic justice," she said. Mathai urged the Kenyan government to tighten the rules governing logging until an Act of Parliament on the matter is promulgated.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050205&dte=22/04/2003
Kenya explores new ways to conserve forest 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya is exploring the possibility of using Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) for domestic consumption and reducing total dependence on forestland for energy sources, the minister of environmental conservation said Tuesday. As the national forest cover is rapidly disappearing due to human activities, the ministry has begun planting 80 million tree seedlings per year for the next five years. The idea to plant the 80 million seedlings is meant to increase the cover to a targeted 8 percent in the next five years," Minister Newton Kulundu said, lamenting that for the past 40 years, over 270,000 hectares of Kenya's forested areas had been apportioned to individuals, in total disregard of conservation of the country's flora and fauna. The use of wood fuel by a majority of rural and semi-urban households had further aggravated the already sorry situation, Kulundu said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050183&dte=22/04/2003
Cape Town hosts African Water Council 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - More than 50 delegates of the Union of African Water Suppliers (UAWS) began their Scientific and Technical Council meeting here Tuesday, to prepare for the UAWS Congress due next February in Ghana. UAWS is an organization affiliated with the International Water Africa. It also coordinates the search for knowledge and latest developments in the technical, legal, administrative and economic fields for the water supply and sanitation sector. Opening the weeklong conference, Saleem Mowzer, Executive Councilor for Trading Services at the City of Cape Town, stressed the importance of water usage in Africa. "We need to practice and promote stronger inter-governmental relations and cooperation between African nations, African cities and various levels of government, especially with regards to essential services such as water supply and sanitation," Mowzer said, insisting there was also a need to develop global cooperation on water and sanitation.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050155&dte=22/04/2003
Victoria Gets Norway Grant

The Monitor (Kampala): Lake Victoria Environment Management Project (LVEMP) has got a grant of $1.8 million from the Norwegian government to facilitate its activities. Speaking during a one-day workshop Norwegian Ambassador Tore Gjoqs said the $1.8 millon is to be shared among the three East African countries to facilitate the activities of the vision and priotisation process for presentation at the East African regional workshop from 2-4 May in Arusha. "Its contribution to resource development in the global world, Lake Victoria being the largest Eco-system with great value to the surrounding communities," said Mr. Tore. The Minister of state for Environment, Kezimbiro Muyingo said the establishment of East African Community and East African Development Strategy 2001-2005 has designated the comprehensive strategies and action plans for sustainable development of the whole of Lake Victoria basin. He said that the ministry has invited the private sector to attract local and foreign investors to contribute to the facilitation of the project because LVEMP is too large for government funding.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304230016.html
Government And Partners Draft Environmental Strategy

Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique (Maputo): Mozambican Environment Minister John Kachamila has warned of the need to ensure that the Environmental Strategy currently being drafted should lead to a common vision of environmental matters in the country. Addressing a one day seminar on "Environmental Strategy for Sustainable Development", Kachamila said that Mozambique is going through a particular stage characterized by rapid economic growth and deep changes in its socio-economic system. He added that this presents the country with new and complex challenges and it is necessary to ensure that this development does not take place at any cost, undermining the country's future potential "in the building of local and national economic, financial, human, social, and ecological capital".

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304220432.html
Environmental Issues Attract Experts to Abuja

This Day (Lagos): Experts on toxicology are meeting today in Abuja to discuss environmental issues, particularly as they relate to the Niger Delta region. The three-day meeting, which will be declared open by Vice President Atiku Abubakar, will also focus on the review of research data, educate students as well as stimulate interest in the regional public health challenges associated with toxic substances. Entitled, "Adverse Impact of Man Made and Natural Chemicals", the conference is expected to explore issues relating to the handling of tests for drug. It will also facilitate networking between colleagues in the west countries and Africa.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200304220384.html
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General Environment News

Report highlights declining ecosystems

The NSW north coast has been identified as having more than half of its ecosystems seriously threatened.
The World Wildlife Fund report recommends urgent attention to halt further degradation.
It says the region has a staggering 150 threatened species, with frogs especially being at risk.
A total of 78 per cent of riverbank and stream bank vegetation and 37 per cent of significant wetlands are in decline.
Recommendations include a national program to protect wetlands, urgent action to stop native vegetation clearing, and greater resources for mammal conservation.
Other recommendations include better management of national parks and reserves, more community participation in threatened species recovery plans, and monitoring programs to track changes in species populations and regional ecosystems.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s837905.htm
SARS News

Asian ministers call for crisis talks on SARS

China will send medical teams across the vast country in an attempt to contain the rapidly spreading SARS epidemic as at least eight more deaths were reported in mainland China and Hong Kong, bringing the combined toll in the two territories to 196. 
Both Malaysia and the Philippines also reported suspected new deaths from severe acute respiratory syndrome, which has killed more than 230 and infected some 4,000 worldwide since it first emerged in southern China in November. 
The impact of the epidemic has been felt in every sector in Asia, with analysts blaming SARS for a 2.24 per cent fall in share prices on the region's biggest market in Tokyo on Tuesday. 
SARS has also prompted South-East Asian health ministers to call a meeting in Kuala Lumpur for Saturday for crisis talks to combat the spread of the virus ahead of a full summit of regional leaders in Bangkok on April 29. 
China, the country hardest hit by SARS, reported more deaths from the disease as well as more than 300 new confirmed or suspected cases. 
Meanwhile, the death toll in Canada from SARS has risen to 15.
The latest victim was a 64-year-old man in hospital in Ontario province, which has been hit the hardest.
Of the 15 deaths, 13 were people 60 or older.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/s838012.htm 
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UN or UNEP in the news

UNEP to assist the national environment commission
Kuensel, Buhutan's National Newspaper, Bhutan, Monday, April 22, 2003 - - The united nation environment programme (UNEP) and the government of Bhutan signed an agreement on Monday, April 20, further strengthening the cooperation in environment preservation.

UNEP’s executive director, Klaus Toepfer who was on a five-day visit to Bhutan and the deputy minister, Lyonpo Nado Rinchen of the national environment secretariat (NEC) signed the letter of agreement, which ensured cooperation in environmental assessment, monitoring, institutional capacity development, environmental awareness, exploring co-financing of a national park, and for providing technical support in regional cooperation in environment. 
Speaking at the signing, Mr. Toepfer said that Bhutan has very rich and important assets in the form of natural environment. “This asset is very important in overpowering poverty and it is our dedication to make the environment instrumental towards the well being of the citizens,” he said. 
“We have also learned that there is a direct integration between poverty and environment here. You cannot overcome poverty in a situation of a valley destroyed environmentally.” 
The deputy minister of environment said that UNEP’s help to Bhutan had been very beneficial in the past and the agreement today provided an opportunity to make a framework of cooperation. 
http://www.kuenselonline.com/article.php?sid=2748 


Scientists call for removal of uranium shells
Taiwan News, April 18, 2003 - Hundreds of tons of depleted uranium used by Britain and the United States in Iraq should be removed to protect the civilian population, the Royal Society -- Britain's premier scientific institution -- said Wednesday, contradicting Pentagon claims it was not necessary. 
…Up to 2,000 tons of DU has been used in the Gulf, a large part of it in cities like Baghdad, far more than in the Balkans. Unep has offered to go to Iraq and check on the quantities of DU still present and the danger it poses to civilians. 
 http://www.etaiwannews.com/World/2003/04/18/1050630631.htm 

Scientists reject line on depleted uranium
The Age, April 19 2003  (By Paul Brown), London - Hundreds of tonnes of depleted uranium used by Britain and the US in Iraq should be removed to protect the civilian population, the Royal Society - Britain's premier scientific institution - says, contradicting Pentagon claims it is not necessary.
…The UN Environment Program has been tracking the use of depleted uranium in the Balkans and found it leaching into the water table.
http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2003/04/17/1050172706047.html 


World Earth Day

The Manila Bulletin Online, April 21, 2003 - TODAY is World Earth Day. The United Nations (UN) held the first global convention on environment in 1972. In 1983, the UN created the World Commission on Environment and Development and began promoting the concept of sustainable development. Six years later, the UN created a plan to define the meaning of sustainable development. This plan was concretized when the 1992 Earth Summit was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and was called “Agenda 21.”

http://www.mb.com.ph/news.php?art=31585&sect=3&fname=OE03042131585f.txt 

SARS hits economic growth
The Australian (By Ron Corben), April 21, 2003 - ECONOMIC growth in Australia and New Zealand is now "under threat" due to a deteriorating external environment and the regional impact from the SARS virus, a United Nations report warned.
The report by the UN's Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific said the impact of the pneumonia-like virus severe acute respiratory syndrome could lower regional economic growth rates by between 0.4 and 1 per cent over the next year. 
The report comes as the economic impact of SARS around the world begins to bite.
http://www.theaustralian.news.com.au/printpage/0,5942,6313391,00.html 

General environment news

RP joins 183 other nations in marking Earth Day today

The Manila Bulletin Online, April 21, 2003 (By Edmer F. Panesa, Leonardo Q. Belen & Joel C. A)

The Philippines joins today 183 other countries in celebrating the International Earth Day with the theme “Water for Life.”

Secretary Elisea G. Gozun of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) will lead national and local government officials and leaders of various non-governmental organizations in promoting Earth Day awareness in the country and by encouraging everyone to let everyday be Earth Day.
"I call on each one of us to practice Earth Day every single day. We should actually do whatever we teach and whatever we learn during the Earth Day celebrations everyday of the rest of each year," Gozun said.
This year's celebration focuses on the importance of water, especially clean drinking water, for every life on the planet. The theme Water for Life is in line with the United Nations' declaration of 2003 as the International Year of Freshwater.
According to Earth Day Network, more than 1 billion people in the world do not have access to safe water and almost 2 billion have no adequate sanitation.
Over 3 million people in the world die each year as a result of water-related diseases and by 2005, it is likely that 3.5 billion people worldwide will experience water shortage, it added.
In the Philippines, threats to our freshwater resources are largely blamed on deforestation. From a high of 15 million hectares decades ago, the country only has about 5.4 million hectares of forest left.
http://www.mb.com.ph/news.php?art=31597&sect=1&fname=MN03042131597f.txt 


Vietnam urges US aid for Agent Orange victims
HANOI - Vietnam called on the United States last week to help victims of the dioxin-containing Agent Orange defoliant used during the Vietnam War after a study found more was used than previously thought.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20523/story.htm 

AGENT ORANGE: Use During Vietnam War Higher Than Previously Thought
UN Wire, April 18, 2003 - The use of pesticide sprays during the Vietnam War may have been more extensive and more damaging than previously thought, according to a study published in the April 17 edition of Nature.
The study says millions of liters of toxic herbicides, mainly Agent Orange, were sprayed in Vietnam from 1961 to 1971 by U.S. and South Vietnamese forces, with as many as 4.8 million people present during the use of the pesticide sprays.  The chemicals, which contain high levels of dioxins, infested the food chain, and according to the Vietnamese Red Cross, still affect more than 1 million people. 
Citing data from the U.S. military, researchers said the actual amounts of pesticides used are at least 10 percent higher than originally thought, with 1.9 million liters used between 1962 and 1965.  In addition, the chemicals spread in the early stages of the conflict were more concentrated than those used later, the researchers said. 
"We located more than 7 million more liters of spray, or about 10 percent more," said researcher Jeanne Mager Stellman.  "What makes these 10 percent particularly significant is that they were of the most heavily contaminated herbicides," she said.  
The study also provides more information about where the pesticides were used, which researchers said can help in follow-up epidemiological studies on the long-term health effects of the agents (Agence France-Presse/Yahoo! News, April 17).


ESCAP Sees SARS, Iraq War Endangering Economic Growth
UN Wire, April 18, 2003 - The Asia-Pacific region is expected to experience continued economic growth this year, according to a report released yesterday by the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, but the positive trend could be threatened by the war in Iraq and the severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) outbreak.
The commission based its Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2003 on data from the first three quarters of last year, during which the region experienced 2 percent growth that is largely attributed to increased intraregional trade and low interest rates.  ESCAP predicts growth of 5 percent this year but says the growth is jeopardized by the effects of the Iraq war, especially on energy prices.
Besides constituting a significant health problem in the region, SARS is undermining the tourism and travel industries, ESCAP said.  Nepalese U.N. Ambassador Murari Raj Sharma, who launched the report at U.N. headquarters in New York, said there are fears that a prolonged outbreak could extend the damage to other industries.
How well the region withstands such conditions depends heavily on the economies of developed countries, especially the United States, Japan and the European Union, which together import half of the region's exports, said Sharma.  There is "no consensus on how the regional economy might be affected," Sharma added (U.N. release, April 17).
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ENVIRONMENT-MEXICO:
A Black Week for Sea Turtles 

Pilar Franco 


MEXICO CITY, Apr 22 (Tierramérica) - Consumption of sea turtle meat and eggs reaches alarming levels during the Catholic Church calendar's Lenten season observed by the faithful in Mexico, who are adherents to questionable culinary traditions, say environmentalists. 

The number of turtles killed each year to supply this seasonal black market in Mexico and the United States reaches 35,000, poet Homero Aridjis, president of the environmental International Group of 100, told Tierramérica. 

Sea turtles are categorised in two families: Cheloniidae and Dermochelyidae, and six genus: Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea), black (Chelonia agassizi), hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), green (Chelonia mydas) and loggerhead (Caretta caretta). 

Until 1960, sea turtle exploitation in Mexico, one of the world's richest countries in terms of biodiversity, was limited to the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean areas. 

But the rise in demand for the turtle's meat and eggs, and the production of luxury items made from its leather, shell and oil, contributed to pushing the species into the endangered category. 

The over-exploitation, especially of reproductive adults, the collection of eggs in nesting areas, the loss or degradation of critical habitat, and certain fishing practices are other major threats to the sea turtle's survival. 

For the second consecutive year, the Group of 100 and the U.S.- based Sea Turtle Conservation Network of the Californias carried out a campaign that included an appeal to Pope John Paul II to urge the Catholic faithful, in Mexico and elsewhere, not to eat turtle meat during Holy Week. 

The vast majority of Mexico's population of 110 million professes the Catholic faith. 

Consumption of turtle meat reaches its peak during Lent, which is why ”we appeal to the ecological conscience of the Vatican, because the Church hierarchy could contribute a great deal towards disseminating the notion of respect for animal life,” said Aridjis. 

”If the Vatican would officially clarify to the Catholics who observe the period of abstinence (from consumption of beef, pork, poultry or lamb) that turtle is not fish, it would help protect an endangered species, one of extraordinary biological value,” the poet-environmentalist explained. 

The campaign included announcements and public events in Mexico and in the U.S. states of Texas and California, where the communities of Mexican origin have taken their traditions -- including turtle meat, through smuggling, says Aridjis. 

The United States banned sea turtle hunting in 1973, and in Mexico a total ban on the capture and sales of these animals or their by-products went into effect in 1990. But consumption of turtle meat and trade in its shell and leather continue, said the activist. 

Mexico is famous for its varied and sophisticated cuisine. The states of Jalisco, Campeche, Michoacán, Quintana Roo, Tabasco, Baja California and Chiapas -- each with its own culinary personality -- include among their typical dishes turtle soup and other preparations of turtle meat. 

Throughout the country, the eggs are served as a delicacy, like a cocktail snack, and they are believed to possess aphrodisiac properties, said Aridjis. 

Biologist Jorge Téllez López, of the University of Guadalajara, says the established turtle nesting areas in Mexico are vital for the survival of the species and must be protected, as should the sea turtle migration routes along the Pacific, Atlantic and Caribbean coasts. 

Conservation groups, scientific and education institutions are working in the field, taking the direct approach to protecting the sea turtle. 

Téllez López explained that temporary security fences are set up around nesting areas. Unearthed eggs are reburied and incubated under strict controls until the turtles hatch. 

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES) includes the sea turtle in Appendix I, its list of species in gravest danger of extinction. 

(* Originally published Apr. 19 in Spanish by the Latin American network of Tierramérica newspapers. Tierramérica is a specialised news service produced by IPS with the backing of the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme: www.tierramerica.net) 
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Saudi Arabia
Tons of Dead Fish Causing Concern
The discovery of tons of dead fish along the Arabian Gulf Coast has caused concern among the authorities, who fear that the fish may have perished due to the discharge of chemicals or ordnance from warships in the Arabian Gulf in the wake of the war in Iraq.

According to the Fish Resources Studies Center in Qatif, tons of dead fish were washed ashore on Thursday in Dammam, Tarout and Qatif. There was no official statement on the cause of death, but some experts fear that the fish might have died due to pollution in the sea caused by discharge from warships.

Another theory blames general pollution in this part of the Arabian Gulf from Dammam to Tarout and Qatif. Previously, an oil spill was detected along the coast in Bahrain and the Presidency of Meteorological Environment Protection joined forces with other agencies to clean the seashore.

The Chairman of the Presidency, Prince Turki ibn Nasser, expressed concern during the war in Iraq over the effect it could have on marine life in the Arabian Gulf. The Gulf War of 1991 caused havoc to the marine life in the Gulf and hundreds of tons of fish perished due to oil spills and pollution caused by the war. Marine scientists, however, say that to ascribe the death of the fish to any one cause would be premature. Some of the fish have been sent to three laboratories in the Eastern Province to find out the exact nature of the problem. The lab reports are expected in two to three days’ time, and officials will decide on a line of action then.

The fish markets in Qatif and Khafji are nervous over the incident and fear that the price of fish may increase further if more dead fish wash ashore.

http://www.arabnews.com/Article.asp?ID=25478

Bahrain
Strong winds lash Bahrain

The Civil Aviation Affairs Meteorology Directorate recorded winds of up to 32 knots early yesterday morning, as bad weather moved in from the south direction. This compares with a record gust of 62 knots, which were experienced in Bahrain in November 2000.

An electric lamp pole in front of the Directorate General of Immigration and Passports in the off-Diplomatic area, was knocked off at around 3.30am due to the strong wind.

A spokesman at the Directorate of Meteorology said such conditions are normal for April.

"This type of unsettled weather is quite common at this time of year - the period known in Arabic as the Sarrayat," he said.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=49701&Sn=BNEW
Marathon to raise 'green' awareness

A MARATHON will be held next month to help raise environmental awareness.

The event, from 8am to 10am on May 16, is the first "environmental marathon" of its kind to be held in the kingdom.

It is being organised by the Children and Mothers Welfare Society, the Sustainable Development Committee (SDC), General Organisation of Youth and Sport (Goys) and the Jawad Business Group, under the patronage of Southern Governor and Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife head Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=49628&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26032

UAE
METITO completes waste water project of Dubai Investments Park

METITO (Overseas) have completed the first phase of a waste water treatment works to handle all the current and future needs of Dubai Investments Park.

The first phase of the plant is now operational and capable of processing over 1,000 cubic metres of sewage and industrial wastewater generated by businesses at the Park and treating the water for use for irrigation purposes on the site.

It is the first element of a long-term project by METITO who have secured a 30-year contract to build and operate the works on behalf of Dubai Investments Park that will have an eventual capacity to handle up to 40,000 cubic metres of waste materials.

The Dubai Investments Park is being developed at a cost of Dh1.5 billion over an area of 3,200 hectares and offers mixed use for industrial, business, residential and recreational purposes.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=business&xfile=data/business/2003/april/business_april295.xml
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq


*
Annan appeals for healing Security Council rifts on Iraq


*
Blix makes case for return of UN weapons inspectors 


*
IAEA should return as soon as possible, Security Council told


*
UN official seeks 3-week extension of Oil-for-Food programme for Iraq

*
UN aid programme identifies a further $60 million in priority deliveries

*
Situation shows slow improvement but still ‘precarious’, UN relief agencies report

*
UN rights chief calls for action to head off potential expulsions in north

Other news

*
Top ICC officials hopeful tribunal will help prevent repeat of history’s atrocities

*
Meeting at UN, International Criminal Court assembly elects budget committee

*
UN launches $84 million appeal to address urgent needs of Haiti’s poor

*
Former General Assembly Presidents express support for Annan 

* * * *

Iraq: Secretary-General


22 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appealed for a healing of the rifts within the United Nations Security Council that marked the run-up to the war in Iraq as the international community now seeks to help that country return to normalcy and rejoin the family of nations.


“What is important for us as we look forward to the future is that we try…to heal the divisions which emerged before the war and focus on the constructive efforts we are going to make in Iraq,” he told reporters after meeting with Austrian President Thomas Klestil during an official visit to Vienna.


Mr. Annan said it was also important while working on Iraq not to forget the other major challenges requiring international cooperation such as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Afghanistan and the fight against terrorism and poverty. “So I hope we will all realize that we need each other and that we need to come together and focus on what needs to be done,” he added.


Asked what the natural role for the UN should be after the war, he said: “Let me say that there are many governments in the region and beyond who believe that the UN should have an important role to play…I think you know from experience and history that the UN has played important roles in many countries regarding the reconstruction, facilitation of political processes, human rights, a whole range of issues.


“We are coordinating the humanitarian activities now, but the Council will determine the additional responsibilities that the UN will take on, in consultation with others, of course,” he concluded. 

Earlier Tuesday, the Secretary-General met with the staff of the UN Office at Vienna (UNOV) and reiterated that the UN had an important role to play in Iraq. He said that he expects, in the not-too-distant future, that “we should be able to come to some understanding as to how collectively we pool our efforts to work with the Iraqi people to establish a peaceful, stable Iraq, run by and for the Iraqis.”

Asked about the challenges the UN faces because of the Iraq crisis, the Secretary-General told the staff: “The UN has been through crises before, and I hope and trust we will come through this one.” What is important now, he added, is to heal the differences that emerged as a result of the crisis, which he believes can be done if the post-conflict situation is handled well.

“For the moment we are coordinating the humanitarian efforts in Iraq. As the situation settles, more and more of our staff are going back and we would hope in the not too distant future to be fully re-established but we would also need to work with the Iraqis to re-establish the distribution system that existed to allow us to be able to implement fully the oil-for food scheme for which we are responsible.”

* * *

Iraq: inspections

22 April – In his first meeting with the Security Council since the war in Iraq, top United Nations weapons inspector Hans Blix made the case today for the return of his inspections teams as a guarantor of independence and credibility in the search for suspected weapons of mass destruction. 

“I underlined the need for, in the future, to make use of the respected independence of the international inspectors,” Mr. Blix, Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), told reporters after addressing the 15-member body at a closed session.

“They’re operating under the UN Charter Article 100, not taking any instructions from any individual governments and no government being allowed to give them instructions either, and this is the sort of added value that you have in international inspections,” he said. “This may be of great importance.”

Mr. Blix, who before the meeting said he was confident that the Council, sharply divided in the run-up to the war in Iraq, would want his teams to return, told reporters afterwards: “My overall impression is that the Council is sort of groping for some way in which the process of enquiries that are now being pursued on the ground can be converged with the process that we were pursuing on behalf of the Security Council.”

He added that discussions between Council members would continue in the next days and weeks. “They are the ones who decide, we are not the ones who decide. We are the servants of the Council and we can give them technical advice as to what is needed,” he added. 

The Council decided to continue discuss the issue in its informal consultations, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico, Council President for April said. Whatever the outcome, Mr. Blix said he was bowing out in June when his contract expired.

In the text he read to Council members, Mr. Blix noted the change in the situation since his teams were last in Iraq, before the military action by the United States and when Iraqi President Saddam Hussein was still in power, and he said he had no doubt about the determination of US units seeking banned weapons of mass destruction to work objectively.

But he added: “All this being said, it remains that finding the long-sought truth about the suspected existence of weapons of mass destruction and other proscribed items in Iraq is an interest that is not limited to the governments that have pursued the war but is one which is shared by the whole international community. Indeed, the Security Council has devoted its attention and efforts to it for over a decade.”  

He said that if UNMOVIC, which was entrusted with seeking evidence of banned biological, chemical and missile weaponry, and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which was searching for evidence of nuclear weapons, were sent back, the teams could start limited operations within two weeks after a return of staff.

Mr. Blix added that the inspectors would need the cooperation of any Iraqi authorities that are now established and of the coalition authorities, and he stressed again that they “would need to remain independent of all individual governments and authorities to retain international credibility in their work for the Council.” 

* * *

Iraq: inspections

22 April – The head of the United Nations nuclear watchdog body told the Security Council today that the agency should restart its work in Iraq as quickly as possible and that it was waiting for new instructions for its return.

“The IAEA should resume its work in Iraq as soon as possible,” Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), said in a statement delivered on his behalf to an informal meeting of the Security Council on the weapons inspections process. During the session, the Council also heard from Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), which was responsible for investigating Iraq’s alleged biological, chemical and ballistic weapons programmes.

“The IAEA continues to be the sole organization with legal powers – derived from both the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and successive Security Council resolutions – to verify Iraq’s nuclear disarmament,” Mr. ElBaradei said. “We await the guidance of the Council as to the modalities of our return.”

Mr. ElBaradei further informed the Council that the IAEA had advised the coalition about the need for physical protection of the location of Iraq’s declared nuclear material. He said the IAEA had also provided information about the location of radioactive sources, to enable safety and security measures to be taken.

Representing Mr. ElBaradei in the Council’s consultations was Gustavo Zlauvinen, head of the IAEA’s New York office, who also briefed the Council on the Agency’s fifteenth report assessing nuclear disarmament in Iraq.

The report concludes that, as of 17 March, when IAEA inspectors left Iraq before the onset of military action, the Agency “had found no evidence or plausible indication of the revival of a nuclear weapons program in Iraq.”

* * * 

Iraq: Oil-for-Food

22 April – The official in charge of the United Nations programme that is the only source of food for 60 per cent of Iraq’s population today urged the Security Council to extend it for another three weeks so that supplies already in the pipeline can be delivered.

“In order to enable us to fully utilize the extended period, it is essential that the Council take that decision most urgently,” Benon Sevan, Executive Director of the UN Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP), told the 15-member body in a closed session, according to a text of his briefing.

[Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico, the Council President for April, told reporters after the session that his delegation had circulated a draft resolution that would extend the current operation of the Oil-for-Food programme until 3 June, and that he was hopeful a decision on the “technical rollover” would be taken in the next few days.]

The OIP oversees the Oil-for-Food programme under which Iraq was allowed to use a portion of its oil revenues to buy food and other relief supplies, while the rest was used for reparation claims against Baghdad stemming from its invasion of Kuwait in 1990.

The programme was temporarily halted on 17 March after the withdrawal of all UN staff from Iraq on the eve of hostilities. The Security Council adopted a new resolution on 28 March giving Secretary-General Kofi Annan more authority to administer the operation for the next 45 days, until 12 May, including prioritizing deliveries and finding new entry ports to speed their shipment.

But Mr. Sevan noted that 11 of those 45 days were lost while the Council’s 661 committee, which set up the Oil-for-Food programme, approved the procedures, resulting in a relatively limited number of contracts that could so far be processed – $454.6 million-worth out of a pipeline of some $10 billion.

“Accordingly, the Council may wish to consider extending the provisions of resolution 1472 (of 28 March) up to 3 June 2003,” he said. Such a technical rollover would coincide with the end of the mandate of the current phase of the original Oil-for-Food programme.

“An extension of 21 days to 3 June would not only recover the 11 days already lost, but also provide us with the opportunity to utilize additional supplies available in the pipeline,” Mr. Sevan added.

With sanctions in force, the Oil-for-Food programme is the only legal way of selling Iraq's oil and France today proposed the immediate lifting of those measures.

“I have proposed that the decision be taken to immediately suspend the civilian sanctions,” Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière told reporters earlier Tuesday. 

* * *

Iraq: Oil-for-Food


22 April – The United Nations office overseeing the humanitarian Oil-for-Food programme said today it had identified a further $60 million worth of supplies that can be shipped to Iraq within the 45-day timeline adopted last month by the Security Council, bringing the total to $454.6 million.


Most of these supplies, covered by 160 contracts, are in the food ($236.4 million), electricity ($119.3 million) and health ($53.1 million) sectors and are already in transit to Iraq, the Office of the Iraq Programme (OIP) said in a statement.


The Oil-for-Food programme, which allowed Iraq to use part of its oil revenues to buy humanitarian supplies and on which 60 per cent of the population depend as its sole source for rations, was temporarily halted on 17 March after the withdrawal of all UN staff from Iraq on the eve of hostilities. The Security Council adopted a new resolution on 28 March giving Secretary-General Kofi Annan more authority to administer the operation for the next 45 days, including prioritizing deliveries.


The OIP and other UN agencies and programmes are continuing to identify the most easily accessible priority items in the pipeline and negotiate with suppliers to speed the shipment of supplies under already approved contracts, the statement said.


A Security Council committee has given the Oil-for-Food programme approval to contract for dredging equipment valued at $19.7 million to deepen waterways to Um Qasr and other Iraqi ports, the OIP added.

* * * 

Iraq: humanitarian


22 April – United Nations relief agencies reported a slow improvement today in the humanitarian situation in Iraq but there were still many areas for concern, with spokesmen describing the state of affairs as “precarious” and “tense.”


A new corridor for food supplies was opened, more doctors were returning to hospitals, water supply had improved and the electricity was back on in scattered areas of Baghdad.


This was a very positive sign, although most of the city remained in darkness, and this continued to affect hospitals, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) told the daily briefing in Amman, Jordan, on UN humanitarian activities.


“The news we’re getting from our staff in Baghdad today is marginally more reassuring,” spokesman Geoffrey Keele said. “Our officers tell us that the condition of the health and other vital public services is no longer deteriorating, and that the situation is starting to stabilize. But things have stabilized at a very low level that still leaves the most vulnerable section of Iraqi society – its children – at great risk. Many needs remain to be met.”


He said UNICEF staff were approached today by Education Ministry officials seeking help in restarting the country’s education system, and the agency hoped to get a positive response from coalition authorities soon. But, he warned, despite these improvements, a return to normal life in Iraq remained a long way off.


The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq (UNOHCI) also said the humanitarian situation was slowly improving but remained precarious. In Baghdad, the lack of security continued to impede activities by UN agencies, spokesman David Wimhurst said. Water was now being supplied to most parts of the city, but the sanitation situation remains extremely critical and threatened public health, he added.


The World Health Organization (WHO) reported that health assessments in Baghdad, Tikrit and Mosul showed the situation was improving, but still tense. The WHO Baghdad office was operational, with staff working in temporary premises with communications and computer equipment since the previous office was completely damaged and looted, spokesperson Fadela Chaib said. WHO had recovered two of its looted vehicles and would continue to work to recover other vehicles around the city.


The World Food Programme (WFP) announced the opening of a new food corridor into Iraq, its fourth, with the departure of 20 trucks from Damascus, Syria, for Mosul with 1,000 tons of wheat flour, enough for more than 110,000 people for a month. The WFP shipped food into Iraq from Jordan and Iran over the weekend and has been operating a corridor into northern Iraq from Turkey for almost three weeks. 

* * *

Iraq: human rights 

22 April – Reacting to reports that a wave of reprisals against Arabs living in northern Iraq had swept the region last week, the top United Nations human rights official called for immediate action to protect the fundamental right of those populations to live free from fear and intimidation.

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello today recalled that as the inevitability of war in Iraq became inescapable, he had repeatedly warned about the possibility of retribution against, and likely displacement of, the people brought to northern Iraq under Baghdad’s long-standing policy of Arabization.


Stressing that although such “flashpoints” could have been avoided, Mr. Vieira de Mello pointed out that in the wake of reports that perhaps hundreds of families had been forcibly expelled from the towns and villages in and around Kirkuk, the problems of which he had warned were now taking place. 

 “Action should be taken now to protect these populations from intimidation, forced expulsion and other abuses,” Mr. Vieira de Mello said, echoing Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s concern that unless the security vacuum that now exists is quickly addressed, there was a very real prospect of population displacement in Iraq. 


In a statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York last week, the Secretary-General appealed to all concerned to respect fundamental human rights principles, including the right to live free from intimidation and forced expulsion.

* * *

International Criminal Court

22 April – Top officials from the International Criminal Court (ICC) expressed the hope today that the horrors humanity had suffered during the past century would serve as a lesson, and that the existence of a permanent war crimes tribunal would help to prevent those atrocities from being repeated in the future.

The President of the Assembly of States Parties governing the ICC, Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein of Jordan, told reporters at United Nations Headquarters in New York that as the newly-established Court becomes operational, those who author the most savage of crimes, regardless of professional rank or political position, “will, with the passage of time, find no friend in impunity.”

Mr. Zeid Al-Hussein was joined at the press briefing by the Court’s first-ever President, Judge Philippe Kirsch of Canada, and its newly elected Chief Prosecutor, Luis Moreno Ocampo of Argentina. The Assembly of States Parties have gathered in New York for the second part of their resumed organizational session, which is scheduled to run through tomorrow.

The ICC, inaugurated in The Hague on 11 March, will have jurisdiction over the most serious breaches of international law – trying individuals rather than states, and holding them accountable for war crimes, including, genocide, mass murder, enslavement, rape, torture, and, once defined, the crime of aggression.

Mr. Zeid Al-Hussein stressed that as the primary actors, the national courts will – and indeed must – take up their duties to prosecute those individuals culpable of having committed the worst atrocities. “But the International Criminal Court will station itself in the background, acting as the world’s permanent conscience, taking up its responsibilities only when national jurisdictions are unwilling or genuinely unable to do so,” he said.

Mr. Moreno Ocampo, elected yesterday by the States parties, stressed that the Court will work with national governments to investigate and punish atrocities that could not be confined by national borders. “The ICC was not meant to replace States’ responsibilities,” he said, adding that the principle of “complementarity” established by the Rome Statute – the treaty that established the Court – compelled the Prosecutor’s Office to collaborate with national jurisdictions in order to help improve their efficiency.

However, there would be cases in which States would not be able to, or not want to, fulfil their mission, he said, and in those cases, “the ICC must fill the gap.” The Prosecutor would be in charge of triggering the international jurisdiction. His first act as Prosecutor would be to assemble a “dream team” for his Office, based on geographical, gender and cultural representation.

Aware of concerns regarding his powers to launch an investigation on his own initiative, Mr. Moreno Ocampo stressed that there was a system of checks and balances to prevent abuse of power. The Assembly of States Parties would control the Prosecutor’s behaviour, the pre-trial chamber would control the cases. The judges had been selected among the best candidates from 43 countries. “The world can trust them,” he said.

Judge Kirsch said the Presidency had been working on administrative issues and judges had started to address, among other things, issues of defence, witnesses and victims, ethics, pre-trial rules and appeals. He was confident that by the time cases were presented, the Court would be ready to function and meet the expectations of the international community, he said.

Responding to questions, Judge Kirsch said one of the four crimes listed in the Statute was genocide and that crime was based on the Convention against Genocide. The ICC was a completely new institution which had jurisdiction over crimes committed after entry into force of the Rome Statute, which took place on 1 July 2002. It therefore would not supersede the ad-hoc Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

Asked how the Court would deal with complaints about crimes in Iraq committed by those from the United States, Mr. Moreno Ocampo said the Court would handle only cases from countries that were States Parties, and Iraq and the United States were not. However, the national systems could address those cases. The Court was global, with 89 States Parties, but was not yet universal.

* * *

International Criminal Court

22 April – Countries meeting at United Nations Headquarters in New York to finalize the formation of the world’s first permanent war crimes court have elected 10 members to a committee that will oversee the financial, budgetary and administrative operations of the newly established International Criminal Court (ICC).

The move yesterday afternoon by the tribunal’s Assembly of States Parties to elect the members of its Budget and Finance Committee followed the unanimous election earlier in the day of Luis Moreno Ocampo, an Argentine litigator famed for his role in the trials of his country’s former ruling military junta, as ICC Prosecutor.

The Court was inaugurated on 11 March in The Hague with the election of its 18 judges. It will have jurisdiction over the most serious breaches of international law – trying individuals rather than states, and holding them accountable for war crimes, including, genocide, mass murder, enslavement, rape, torture, and, once defined, the crime of aggression.

The Rome Statute – the treaty establishing the ICC – entered into force 1 July 2002, and the Court’s jurisdiction will cover only crimes committed after that date. The Statute has thus far been ratified by 89 countries and signed by 139.

The 10 Committee members elected yesterday are: Fawzi Gharaibeh of Jordan; Myung-jae Hahn of the Republic of Korea; Eduardo Gallardo Aparicio of Bolivia; Santiago Wins Arnabal of Uruguay and David Dutton of Australia. Also chosen were Peter Lovell of the United Kingdom; Karl Paschke of Germany; Michel-Etienne Tilemans of Belgium; Lambert Dah Kindji of Benin and John F.S. Muwanga of Uganda.

The Assembly decided to defer the election of the two remaining members from the Eastern European Group, as that Group had not yet submitted candidates to fill the two seats allotted to it.

* * * 

Haiti

22 April – The United Nations today launched an $84 million appeal to support its efforts to address over the next 18 months the emergency needs of the most vulnerable in Haiti, the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere.

The appeal seeks to mobilize the international community to respond to an extremely serious humanitarian situation affecting the poorest of Haiti’s 8.3 million people, a crisis that the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said could deteriorate. 

Launched in Port-au-Prince by the UN Country Team for Haiti, the “Integrated Emergency Response Programme (IERP): Targeting Vulnerable Communities and Populations in Haiti,” aims to meet immediate humanitarian needs in the short-term and improve food security in the long-term. OCHA said the programme has three overlapping phases covering periods of six, 12, and 18 months. 

The first phase, which seeks $14.4 million, comprises emergency interventions to prevent loss of life and alleviate suffering. The most vulnerable populations, including families who have taken children orphaned by HIV/AIDS, will receive food aid, essential medicines and water through programmes of six months’ duration. 

Farmers will receive assistance to enable them to resume production and improve access to basic services during the 12-month second phase. Roughly $22 million is sought for projects, which include providing farmers with agricultural inputs and livestock. 

The UN needs $47.5 million for the final phase of projects designed to reduce food insecurity by diversifying opportunities for economic growth and development over an 18-month period. Projects will also seek to reduce vulnerability to natural disasters, as well as improve education, governance and security in the country. 

According to the UN Development Programme (UNDP), 56 per cent of Haiti’s population is suffering from malnutrition. Only 46 per cent of the population has access to clean drinking water and 42 per cent of its population lives beneath the poverty line. 

* * *
General Assembly

22 April – The former Presidents of the United Nations General Assembly have expressed their full support for the role Secretary-General Kofi Annan is playing in the present climate of international tension, according to a letter released today at UN Headquarters in New York.

The Council of Presidents of the General Assembly said the upholding of moral standards and principles on which the UN was established are paramount when the sailing becomes rough.

“We stand fully supportive to your efforts, very satisfied by the stands you are taking and the efforts you are exerting to realize for the world what is expected of the United Nations,” the Chairman of the Council, Samir Shihabi, said in a letter dated 12 April. 

The Council also said that in the present climate of international tension, Mr. Annan had a central role in reinvigorating the UN and rebuilding nations, adding, “the legitimacy and legal order promulgated and entrusted to the United Nations ranks high in the confidence vested deservedly in you.” 

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **SG in Vienna

           This morning in Vienna, the Secretary-General met with the Director-General of the UN Office in Vienna, Antonio Maria Costa, saying afterward that he was encouraged by the reforms and changes taking place in Vienna, as well as the collegial atmosphere there.

           He spoke to UN staff at the Vienna International Centre, telling them that he thinks the United Nations has an  important role to play in post-conflict Iraq, and that he expects, in the not-too-distant future, that “we should be able to come to some understanding as to how collectively we pool our efforts to work with the Iraqi people to establish a  peaceful, stable Iraq, run by and for the Iraqis”.

           Asked about the challenges the UN faces because of the Iraq crisis, he told the staff, “The UN has been

     through crises before, and I hope and trust we will come through this one”.  What is important now, he said, is to heal the differences that emerged as a result of the crisis, which he believes can be done if the post-conflict situation is handled well.

           At noon, the Secretary-General met with Austrian President Thomas Klestil, and said afterward that they discussed the situation in Iraq and the UN role in that country, and they also talked about the need to press ahead with the Quartet’s “road map” to resolve the conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians.

           Asked by a reporter whether 3 June could be a realistic date for lifting sanctions on Iraq, he noted that the 3 June date was intended to review the “oil-for-food” program and added, “I think sanctions have to be lifted some day,  and I hope the Council will focus on what needs to be done for it to be lifted”.

           Asked about the UN role in Iraq, he said that was a matter for the Council to discuss, and added that the UN has played important roles in many countries dealing with reconstruction, facilitation of political processes, human  rights and other issues.

           He then went on, “We should also bear in mind that we have other major challenges that require us to work together”, including the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Afghanistan, the fight against terrorism and the battle to reduce poverty.  “So I hope we will all realize that we do need each other”, he concluded, “and that we need to come together  and focus on what needs to be done”.

           We have the transcripts of that press encounter and of his address to UN staff upstairs.

           This evening, the Secretary-General and his wife, Nane, will attend a dinner in their honor, hosted by Austrian Foreign Minister Benita Ferrero-Waldner.

           While the Secretary-General was meeting with Antonio Maria Costa in the morning, Nane Annan was briefed by experts from the UN Office on Drugs and Crime on alternative development programs for farmers involved in the cultivation of illicit crops in Central Asia and the Andean region of Latin America.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council is holding two sets of consultations on Iraq today.  This morning, Council members heard from Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC).

           Asked by reporters on his way into the building this morning what he was going to tell the Council today, Blix said he will talk about the readiness of UNMOVIC to go back to Iraq.  Blix said he would also talk about the need for some signals and adjustments of the basis for its work there by the Security Council. 

           Blix added he did not think it would be possible for UNMOVIC to do any sort of verification without physically being back in Iraq.  “We are not an auditing firm”, he said.

           Gustavo Zlauvinen, the representative of Director General Mohamed ElBaradei of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), also briefed.

           The Agency’s 15th report to the Security Council assessing nuclear disarmament in Iraq, which is out on the racks today, concludes that, as of 17 March, when IAEA inspectors left Iraq before the onset of military action, the IAEA “had found no evidence or plausible indication of the revival of a nuclear weapons program in Iraq”.

           Nevertheless, the agency adds, it had not completed its investigations, and says that “the IAEA, as the sole legal authority to verify Iraq’s nuclear activities, remains ready, subject to Security Council guidance, to resume its  verification activities as soon as conditions permit”.

           Present in the consultations was Rafeeuddin Ahmed, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser who has been  assisting the UN System in thinking about possible UN involvement in a post-war Iraq.

           This afternoon at 3:30, Benon Sevan, head of the Office of the Iraq Programme, will brief on the “oil-for-food”  programme.

           **Amman Briefing

           The humanitarian situation in Iraq is slowly improving, but remains precarious, UN humanitarian agencies say.

           In the north, food shipments by the World Food Programme (WFP) continue from Turkey and from Iran, while the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has brought in almost $2 million of emergency supplies into northern Iraq from  Turkey since 28 March.

           UNICEF adds that its staff in Baghdad say the situation there has marginally improved, with the condition of  health and other vital services no longer deteriorating, although the services have stabilized at a low level that still  leaves children at great risk.  As the situation in Baghdad improves, more UNICEF local staff are returning for work, and more doctors are reporting for duty at local health clinics.

           WFP also sent today its first aid convoy from Damascus to the northern Iraqi city of Mosul, which should enter  Iraq tomorrow.  The convoy is composed of 20 trucks carrying 1,000 tons of wheat flour.

           The World Health Organization (WHO) says that the health assessments in Baghdad, Tikrit and Mosul show  the situation is improving, but still tense.  WHO is urgently working to arrange the delivery from Jordan to Baghdad of basic kits to deal with hepatitis C and AIDS, as well as of oxygen cylinders.  WHO’s Baghdad office is operational, working at a temporary site after its previous office was completely damaged and looted.

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, meanwhile, noted the deportation by Syria yesterday of  32 Iraqi refugees from the El Hol camp. 

           And we have more details in today’s briefing notes from Amman.

           **Oil-for-Food

           The Office of the Iraq Programme reports today that an ongoing review of priority items in the oil-for-food pipeline for Iraq has so far identified $455 million worth of supplies that are “shippable” within the 45-day timeline adopted last month by the UN Security Council.  Most are already in transit to Iraq.

           As I just mentioned, Benon Sevan will brief members of the Security Council on progress under resolution 1472 at informal consultations this afternoon.

           The full text of the oil-for-food update is available upstairs.

           **Human Rights -- Iraq

           High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello has echoed the concerns voiced by the

     Secretary-General regarding the reported expulsion of Arabs in northern Iraq, especially around the area of Kirkuk.

           The High Commissioner recalled that on a number of occasions in the lead-up to the conflict, he had raised the possible problem of retribution and the displacement of people who had been brought to this area under theArabization program of the previous Government.  That is taking place now. 

           The High Commissioner said these were problems that could have been foreseen, and that action should be taken now to protect these populations from intimidation, forced expulsion and other abuses.

           We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Geneva.

                 **SARS

           A six-member expert team of the World Health Organization arrived yesterday in Shanghai, China, to

     investigate the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS, there.  The WHO team will conduct a

     four-day probe in which they will confer with local health authorities, inspect hospitals and examine measures taken to prevent and control the spread of SARS.

           WHO notes that, in an indication that the Chinese leadership is now taking seriously the need for

     transparency in SARS reporting, the Health Minister and Beijing mayor were both removed from their Communist Party posts.

           The latest available statistics include a total of 3,861 reported cases, with 271 deaths in 26 countries.

           **Haiti

           In Port-au-Prince today, the United Nations Country Team for Haiti appealed for $84 million to address the   emergency needs of the poorest of Haiti’s 8.3 million people over the next 18 months.  The “Integrated Emergency  Response Programme:  Targeting Vulnerable Communities and Populations in Haiti” will address urgent needs for food security, improved water and sanitation, access to health and education, and mitigation of natural disasters.

           We have a press release available upstairs.

           **Angola -- Humanitarian

           The UN Children's Fund said that Angola's biggest-ever health campaign had been launched, aiming to

     inoculate 7 million Angolan children against measles.

           **GA President

           The past Presidents of the General Assembly, who have a Council of Presidents to represent them, wrote the Secretary-General recently to give him their full support in the present climate of international tension.  We have copies of that letter upstairs.

           **Treaties

           This morning, India formally ratified the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism.  We also had a treaty signing yesterday afternoon, when Spain signed the Agreement of Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court.

           **Press Conference

           The first prosecutor of the International Criminal Court Luis Moreno Ocampo will be joined by the president of the Court Judge Philippe Kirsch and the president of the Assembly of States Parties Prince Zeid Ra’ad Zeid Al-Hussein of Jordan in press briefing at 1 p.m. in this room.  You will recall that Mr. Ocampo was unanimously  elected prosecutor in a secret ballot yesterday.

           **World Chronicle Television Programme

           And World Chronicle programme no. 892 with Martin Barber, Director of the United Nations Mine Action Serve will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?  Yes?

           Questions and Answers

           Question:   You said the UN will be going to Baghdad.  To do what?  Is it to legitimize the Americans being there or what?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:     At the moment, the priority for the UN with regard to Iraq is to provide humanitarian aid to the Iraqi people who are in desperate need of that aid.  So, the UN is planning to go  back to the country provided the security situation permits, that includes, of course, the capital Baghdad.  So, that’s our top priority, and as regards to other roles that the UN might play later in that country, that will have to be decided by the Security Council.  So, we’re trying to get back to provide the badly needed humanitarian aid to the people in the country.

           Question:   And when are they planning to go?

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General:     I think we’re still waiting for the “permissive” from the coalition forces.  “Permissive” has been given in certain parts of the country, that includes some towns in the south and the three northern governorates.  However, the capital itself, we still have not got the “permissive” from yet.

           Okay?  Thank you so much then.     

                                              * *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Restoration" ��UNWIRE - IRAQ: Marshland Restoration Project Under Way�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��KUENSEL Online - UNEP to assist the national environment commission�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Scientists" ��Greenwire -IRAQ: Scientists to study risks from DU shells�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ivory" ��BBC - Ivory sales 'risk poaching spree'�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Impact" ��Hamilton Spectator (Ontario, Canada) - Our Impact on Planet Earth�
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