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Empuja ONU el rescate ecológico Juan Lázaro/Corresponsal 
El Universal 
Jueves 22 de abril de 2004 
Ciudad, página 2 

Elige el organismo ocho municipios del Edomex; recuperar zonas boscosas, el fin 

Texcoco, Méx. La Organización de las Naciones Unidas (ONU) seleccionó a ocho municipios mexiquenses y a otras ocho ciudades del interior de la República para impulsar el proyecto Ciudadanía Ambiental, el cual ya se aplica en países de la Unión Europea y de América Latina, que consiste en organizar ciudadanos para la recuperación de zonas boscosas y detener la contaminación ambiental, informó la secretaria de Ecología estatal, Arlet López Trujillo.
Explicó que el fin es impulsar la participación social en las tareas de cuidado y rescate del medio ambiente y será este jueves 22 de abril cuando se pondrá en marcha el proyecto Ciudadanía Ambiental, desarrollado por el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), que se llevará a cabo en diversas ciudades de la República y en el que también participan los gobiernos de siete países de América Latina y seis redes ciudadanas de influencia regional.

Señaló que para la operación de este programa en el país, han sido seleccionados 16 municipios, ocho de ellos mexiquenses, que son Amecameca, Ecatepec, El Oro, Ixtapan de la Sal, Naucalpan, Nicolás Romero, Toluca y Valle de Bravo; así como Acapulco, Guerrero; Ciudad Valles, San Luis Potosí; Guasave, Sinaloa; La Paz, Baja California Sur; Mihuatlán, Oaxaca; Uruapan, Michoacán; Querétaro, Querétaro y San Miguel de Allende, Guanajuato.

Manifestó que en tres años, Ciudadanía Ambiental fortalecerá la responsabilidad de las seis redes participantes hacia cuatro temas que son prioritarios a tratar, los cuales se refieren a fenómenos como la biodiversidad, cambio climático, adelgazamiento de la capa de ozono y aguas dulces.

La funcionaria de Ecología estatal comentó que en el proyecto Ciudadanía Ambiental participan los gobiernos de Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Perú y México. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Radio Nacional de Panama

Islas asediadas por la basura
Fecha Publicación: 04/23/2004 12:00:00 a.m.
Resumen: Uno de los mayores problemas que enfrentan las pequeñas islas que son estados es el de la basura. 


El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) estima que los desechos plásticos que deben procesar han crecido cinco veces desde los años 90. 

También se indica que el problema debe ser considerado tan serio como el aumento del nivel del mar, el exceso de pesca por el hombre, la falta de agua y de servicios sanitarios adecuados. 

También puede estar afectando la industria turística. 

Aunque el PNUMA ayuda a algunas islas estado, indica que mucho más puede -y debe- hacerse. 

Se cita el ejemplo de la isla de Nauru, en el Pacífico, que tiene una línea costera verde azulada, no por el color del mar, sino por los montículos de latas de cerveza vacías que han desfigurado sus playas. 

El PNUMA dice que la cultura de lo desechable está amenazando la salud de la gente y aumentando la presencia de animales como las ratas, que diseminan enfermedades. 

También está afectando el turismo y, en consecuencia, la fuente de ingresos de muchas personas en las islas. 

El doctor Klaus Toepfer, director ejecutivo del PNUMA, dijo que "las pequeñas islas del Caribe, el Océano Índico y el Pacífico se encuentran entre las naciones más vulnerables de la Tierra". 

"Son amenazadas por el calentamiento global bajo el disfraz de eventos climáticos extremos y por el aumento de los niveles del mar. Además, sus fuentes de agua dulce muchas veces son restringidas". 

La agencia de la ONU y otras organizaciones están ayudando a las islas a enfrentar el problema, pero, según indica Toepfer, "debemos hacer mucho más si queremos asegurar un medio ambiente limpio, saludable y sostenible para los ciudadanos de estos estados". 

En el informe también se deja en claro que lo que ocurre con la basura es sólo parte de un problema mayor, pues islas como las caribeñas arrojan el 90% de sus aguas negras al mar sin tratamiento alguno, nivel que alcanza el 98% en algunas zonas del Pacífico. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________

KBC

Land grabbers in trouble

BY: Faith Pino
DATE: Thursday, April 22, 2004

Cabinet minister Amos Kimunya has said those who grabbed public land will be prosecuted regardless of their status in society. 

Mr. Kimunya was speaking during a workshop on land policies for growth and poverty reduction at the UNEP head offices in Nairobi. 

He said the government has set December this year as the deadline to sort out all squatters and slum dwellers problems. 

The minister all people who were allocated land irregularly will be charged regardless of their party affiliation. 

All stakeholders, from World Bank, United Nations and the ministry of lands are congregating at the UNEP headquarters to discus land policies that are meant to alleviate poverty in Kenya. 

Land issues have always remained a big problem in Kenya where a minority holds large tracks of land while the majority has little or no land at all. But according to the minister slum dwellers and squatters will soon be taken care of. 

Last week the government set the ball rolling when Eldoret North member of parliament William Ruto was charged with obtaining money through false pretence . 

He is acussed of selling a parcel of land to National Social Security fund NSSF while Gideon Moi was grilled by police in connection with land deals. 


According to the minister the presidential commission on grabbed land led by Paul Ndung’u will soon present its report.

BBC

Hurricanes boost Nature's chances 
By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


US researchers have found that several bird species and marine organisms are helped by the effects of hurricanes. 
They told BBC Radio 4's environment programme Costing the Earth the storms often lead to increases in population. 

After Hurricane Isabel, which caused havoc on the US eastern seaboard in September 2003, some species doubled in number, and others also showed a boost. 

But with hurricanes becoming far more frequent, the programme also heard from Americans anxious about their future. 

A hurricane is part of a natural cycle, it's almost like a cleaning process 
Herb Austin, Virginia Institute of Marine Science 

Cara Hughes, from the University of Wales at Bangor, UK, was studying the organisms living in the sediments and mudflats off the eastern shore of Virginia shortly before Isabel struck. The area is dominated by polychaete (segmented) worms, small crustaceans and molluscs. 

Cara, who went back to the mudflats soon after the hurricane, told the programme: "The samples showed quite a dramatic increase in the number of species. Those normally found offshore were tumbled and swept in by the power of the waves and the wind... some species had doubled or had an even greater increase. 

"Forest fires and other natural disasters actually stop some species becoming overly competitive. Even though many of these organisms are very small, the repercussions could be far-reaching. The animals that come and feed here such as the blue crab are very important commercially in this area." 

Natural cycle 
Cara's supervisor, Professor Mark Luckenbach of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, said he was surprised at the increase in species diversity the hurricane produced. 

A colleague at the institute, Herb Austin, works on a programme that has monitored fish populations in Chesapeake Bay for more than 50 years. He says catches of some species of the croaker family have increased almost tenfold since Isabel struck. 

He told Costing the Earth: "A hurricane is part of a natural cycle, it's almost like a cleaning process. Hurricanes in this area have more than doubled in the last decade. Wintertime temperatures here in the bay are two degrees C warmer than they were 40 years ago." 

Barry Truitt, the chief conservation scientist of the Nature Conservancy, said hurricanes were necessary to maintain the habitat shore-nesting birds needed, and also to control predators. 

Barrier islands 
He said: "The Ash Wednesday storm in 1962 I firmly believe killed off all the red foxes and racoons in this area, though now they're coming back. We want to see a storm that's big enough to knock all these predators off on the islands. It's not a catastrophe in Nature to have a storm." 

Mr Truitt says beaches are moved so rapidly by storms that they are in effect "high-speed real estate", where traditionally people did not build their homes. He is hesitant about building there now: "We're going to have to strategically decide what pieces of the coast are worth saving. 

"If you want to build a house on a barrier island and you've got the money to do it you should be able to do it. But don't ask me and my government and my tax money to go to saving your home the first time it's threatened by a storm." 

The federal government is planning to spend $3m on building a sea wall to protect Tangier Island, a low-lying Chesapeake Bay island which is home to just over 600 people. 

The people of Tangier stoutly defend their right to be protected against the elements. But many conservationists think it would be wiser in time to surrender places like Tangier to the sea. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

United States Divided on Earth Day 2004 
WASHINGTON, DC, April 22, 2004 (ENS) - Earth Day in a Presidential election year is a polarized Earth Day in the United States, with the Bush administration and the Democratic challenger each claiming the best environmental stewardship program. 

President George W. Bush celebrated Earth Day in Wells, Maine, where he visited with volunteers helping protect a wetland. 

Figures released today by the U.S. Department of Agriculture show that, for the first time, the United States has reversed the annual net loss of wetlands on farms. The United States was losing almost 500,000 acres of wetlands per year 30 years ago, but today, that loss is down. Overall, agriculture officials said, "we are nearing" the national goal of "no net loss" of wetlands reaffirmed by the President in 2002. 

The President announced a new national goal, to create, improve, and protect at least three million wetland acres over the next five years in order to increase overall wetland acres and quality. 
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President George W. Bush (Photo courtesy The White House)
Philip Clapp, president of the National Environmental Trust, took aim at the new wetlands goal, saying "President Bush picked wetlands as his Earth Day topic for blatantly political reasons: he's had an earful from hunters and anglers that an important part of his base is pretty outraged at his environmental record." 

But said Clapp, "the President is making big promises that his administration is already undermining. The wetlands protection guidance his the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) gives to the states actually encourages destruction of wetlands." A January 2003 joint memorandum from the EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers continues to exclude "isolated," areas from the protection of the Clean Water Act, a term Clapp is "undefined" and "without scientific meaning." 

The White House is letting Chairman of the Council on Environmental Quality James Connaughton handle most questions about his policies for Earth Day. Under constant fire from conservationists and scientists for his environmental policies. In an Internet forum Tuesday, Connaughton answered a critic of the Bush environmental policies who charged that, "Mr. Bush has bent over backwards to roll back pollution laws," and asked, " Do you fight for the people or the corporations that pollute?" 

"The centerpiece of President Bush's environmental policies is to ensure they are making the quality of their environment and the communities where they live better," Connaughton replied. 

Connaughton said the administration is "bringing us to a new era of cleaner air quality by implementing tough new health based standards announced just last week by EPA [Environmental Protection Agency], and by moving forward with a plan that will finally control pollution from the nation's old coal power plants - without having to resort to legions of lawyers, regulators, and consultants in endless conflict." 

He praised the administration's funding of brownfields cleanups, and said conditions in the national parks are "improving." Referring to the clearing of national forest lands to limit wildfires, Connaughton said the administration is "restoring the health of our nation's public forests." 
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James Connaughton chairs the White House Council on Environmental Quality. 

The administration is "dedicating billions of dollars to significantly reducing the runoff of pollution from farms that can contribute to impacts on the oceans and coastal areas," Connaughton said. 

New regulations imposed by the Bush administration will "dramatically reduce" the sulfur in diesel fuel, and "we are cutting the pollution from every major category of diesel engine sources for the first time," he said. 

Democratic Presidential challenger John Kerry is celebrating Earth Day in President Bush's home state of Texas. He will be in Houston at a 12:30 pm rally at the University of Houston where the theme is the environmental stakes in the 2004 election. 

"A healthy environment is critical to the strength of our economy and our nation," Kerry said. "Under President Bush, we have seen a devastating deterioration not only in our economy but in our public health and safety. It does not have to be this way. I believe that the economy and our environment go hand-in-hand and that through strong environmental protections we are a stronger nation." 
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John Kerry has represented Massachusetts in the U.S. Senate since 1984. (Photo courtesy Office of the Senator)
Kerry issued a new report earlier this week outlining the ways in which President Bush's "polluter-friendly environmental agenda has put the health and safety of Americans across the country at serious risk." 

The report, available at http://www.johnkerry.com, finds that the President has "sided with polluters over the quality of life of the American people" time after time. 

"Unlike the Bush-Cheney administration, where special interests rule and the environment suffers," the candidate said, "a Kerry administration will protect our environment by balancing strong protections with smart strategies for economic growth." 

The National Council of Churches took aim at the Bush administration's clean air policies today with a full page ad in the "New York Times." The Council wants the President to leave in place provisions of the Clean Air Act that require coal power plants to install emissions limiting equipment when generating capacity is increased. The administration plans to allow the plants to increase up to 20 percent of total capacity without installing such equipment. 

The National Council of Churches' 36 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox member denominations include more than 50 million persons in 140,000 local congregations across the country, an important constituency for the President, who has made federal support for "faith-based" activities a central feature of his administration. 

Lynn Scarlett, assistant secretary for policy, management and budget in the Interior Department, is demonstrating the Bush administration's priorities with an Earth Day visit to view repairs taking place at the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial in downtown St. Louis on the Mississippi River. 
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The Gateway Arch at the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial which commemorates the Lewis and Clark expedition to the Pacific Ocean 1803-1806 and European settlement of the West. (Photo courtesy National Park Service)
This is an urban national park consisting of the Gateway Arch, the Museum of Westward Expansion, and the Old Courthouse. The Bush administration is spending $8.2 million this year on painting, an alarm system and accessibility lift, diorama repair and roof replacement on the Old Courthouse. 

In Scarlett's view the administration is addressing the maintenance backlog at the country's national parks. "In the four budgets of this administration, nearly $3.9 billion to date has been proposed to address deferred maintenance in parks. The funds provided are achieving tangible results such as those at this park," she said. 

Interior Secretary Gale Norton, who heads the department that manages one out of every five acres of land in the United States and provides the resources for nearly one-third of the nation's energy, has not mentioned Earth Day this year. 

But across the country, organizations large and small are issuing Earth Day warnings to alert the public that the Bush administration is destroying previously protected areas. 

William Meadows, president of The Wilderness Society wrote Wednesday, "In the past 100 days, these are just a few of the assaults made on our nation's public lands:

· Desolation Canyon, Utah: This stunning canyon, called by the Bureau of Land Management "a place where a visitor can experience true solitude," is now mapped for sale of dozens of oil and gas leases - including leases on 4,700 acres previously proposed as wilderness. 

· The Tongass National Forest in Alaska is the largest remaining temperate rainforest in the world, as well as the largest old-growth forest in the United States. The forest, exempted from protection under the Roadless Area Conservation Rule in December, now has approximately 50 timber sales scheduled in previously protected areas. 

· Even though the north rim of the Grand Canyon is more than 40 miles from the nearest community, the Forest Service proposes logging more than 7,500 acres including old-growth ponderosa pine under the guise of "fire prevention."
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Ponderosa pine forest on the North Rim of the Grand Canyon (Photo courtesy University of Montana, College of Forestry and Conservation)
Earth Day offers the chance for us to stop and reflect on this erosion of the public trust," Meadows wrote. "For generations, Americans have steadfastly protected the unequaled places that make this country special. We will be a poorer nation if we toss the treasures of a lifetime aside for the manufactured pressures of the moment." 

The founders of Earth Day 34 years ago are not forgotten. Former Wisconsin Governor and U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson, a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, is being honored with a Distinguished Alumnus Award by the Wisconsin Alumni Association. Nelson founded Earth Day in 1970, and attracted the participation of nearly 20 million people that first year, making the event an instant success. 

Denis Hayes was national coordinator of the first Earth Day in 1970. He now chairs the international Earth Day Network. Back in January when the Democratic primaries had yet to be fought and won by Kerry, Hayes endorsed the Massachusetts senator for the Democratic nomination saying, " In 2004, the future of America very much depends upon defeating George W. Bush and electing someone with the capacity for greatness." 
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Denis Hayes was national coordinator of the first Earth Day in 1970. He now chairs the international Earth Day Network. (Photo courtesy GEF)
"Kerry has been my friend for 35 years, and his wife Teresa a close friend for 15 years," wrote Hayes in the Earth Day Network's "Grist" magazine. "I've campaigned for him. He's organized huge Earth Day events for me. We've dined and drank late, and I've stayed at his home. I've had the chance to assess Kerry's character over the years. What I'm trying to say is that I know this guy, and I trust him." 

The Earth Day Network promotes environmental awareness and stewardship through environmental education, citizen action and organizing, capacity building, coordinated global campaigns, private sector engagement and annual Earth Day celebrations. The Earth Day Network works in 184 countries with more than 8,000 members, helping to build alliances, facilitate information exchange and collaboration. 

As Earth Day unfolds in 2004, it will be marked by a brand new organization. The first annual Artivist Film Festival, to be held at the Egyptian Theater in Los Angeles from April 22 through 27 addresses social, global, political, animal rights and environmental issues through film, visual arts and music. 

Greenpeace is one of four non-profits being honored at the film festival for efforts to protect and promote activism in the United States. Other honorees are The Humane Society, Witness Forum and the Child Welfare League of America Forum. 

Many warnings are being sounded this Earth Day, but none so strong as that contained in a new book by James Gustave Speth, dean of the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies and former chair of the Council on Environmental Quality in the Carter Administration. 
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Gus Speth is dean of the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies. (Photo courtesy Yale)
In "Red Sky at Morning: America and the Crisis of the Global Environment," Speth writes, "Time is running out. We are on the verge of reaping an appalling deterioration of our natural assets. Only unprecedented action taken with a profound sense of urgency can forestall these consequences.” 

A co-founder of the Natural Resources Defense Council in 1970, and founder of the World Resources Institute in 1982, Speth headed the United Nations Development Programme from 1993 to 1999, when he came to Yale. 

Surveying 10 major concerns, Speth says some progress has been made on reversing ozone depletion, stabilizing world population and curbing acid rain, but weak international environmental treaties and lack of U.S. leadership have failed to slow climate disruption, desertification, deforestation, extinction of species, freshwater shortages, fisheries depletion and the buildup of highly dangerous chemicals, despite the fact that these issues were brought forcefully to public attention a quarter-century ago. 

“It has been said that people act out of love or fear - to realize a positive vision or to avoid disaster,” Speth says. “This volume focuses on the looming disaster and how to avoid it." 
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Until December 2003, EPA Administrator Mike Leavitt was governor of Utah. (Photo courtesy Earthjustice)
In the face of all this division, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Mike Leavitt is putting a united face on Earth Day 2004 in the United States. 

Writes Leavitt in his Earth Day message, "Earth Day is a time to unite. The environment knows no boundaries. We all breathe the same air, drink the same water. We all cause pollution – every one of us. And working together, we can find the solutions and effect the changes needed to protect our planet."

________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

Federal Neglect Drove 114 U.S. Species to Extinction 
By J.R. Pegg
WASHINGTON, DC, April 22, 2004 (ENS) - The failure of the federal government to effectively implement the Endangered Species Act (ESA) has contributed to the extinction of at least 114 species since the law was passed in 1973, says a report released Wednesday by the Center for Biological Diversity, an environmental advocacy organization based in Arizona. "If extinction is the ultimate criteria by which to judge agency implementation of the ESA, the failure has been spectacular," the report finds. "In many cases it has been purposeful." 

The study identifies all species that became extinct or missing in the first 20 years since the Endangered Species Act took effect. Researchers found that some 77 percent of those species were known to be endangered but never granted protection under the law. 

"Virtually all of these species could have been saved if the Endangered Species Act was properly managed, fully funded and shielded from political pressure," said Kieran Suckling, executive director of the Center for Biological Diversity and one of three authors of the paper. "Instead they were sacrificed to bureaucratic inertia, political meddling, and lack of leadership." 

The Endangered Species Act was signed by President Richard Nixon on December 28, 1973 after it passed the House by a vote of 355 to 4 and the Senate by 92 to 0. 

The law requires the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, along with the National Marine Fisheries Service, to list animal and plant species that are endangered or threatened, designate critical habitat for them, and develop species recovery plans. [image: image12.jpg]



The last known Marianna mallard died in captivity in 1981. (Photo by Eugene Kridler courtesy FWS)
Many conservationists consider the law a resounding success. Some 1,250 species are afforded protection by the Endangered Species Act and it has helped save species such as the gray wolf, the American bald eagle and the California sea otter. 

But the law is only as good as its implementation, the report's authors say, and a close examination reveals that many species are now extinct due a lack of federal government commitment and attention. 

"Reviewers of the ESA listing program, including the U.S. General Accounting Office, the Department of Interior Inspector General, the Congressional Research Service, the U.S. Congress and scientists both inside and outside the agency have repeatedly pointed out that the program has been hampered by underfunding, political intervention and lack of leadership," according to the report. 

The report finds 92 species became extinct with no Endangered Species Act protection. The majority of those disappeared because of the lack of legal protection, recovery plans, critical habitat, and recovery funding. 

The greatest zones of extinction were the Pacific Islands, the Western United States, and the Southeast. The species that disappeared are flowering plants, amphibians, freshwater mussels and snails and birds. 

Hawaii suffered more than half of all the extinctions. Southern tier states including California, New Mexico, Texas, and Florida ranked second highest. 

Listing delays, some as long as 20 years, contributed to the extinction of 88 species, including the an Alaskan sparrow, the San Gabriel Mountains blue butterfly, and the Penasco least chipmunk. 

The report says 27 species became extinct while waiting on the federal candidate and warrant review list, and 21 species disappeared while the Fish and Wildlife Service "illegally delayed processing of petitions to protect them." 

The report alleges that in some cases the agency knew the delay would cause extinction, but chose not to act rather than confront powerful political interests. 

"Listing delays and extinctions have plagued the Fish and Wildlife Service for 30 years," said Brian Nowicki, coauthor of the paper, "but the Bush administration has pushed the crisis to an unprecedented level." 

Bush administration officials and some Congressional conservatives say the law is "broken" and in need of a major overhaul. 
The Lotis blue butterfly never had critical habitat designated. (Photo courtesy FWS)
The administration's polices reflect the view held by some developers and many natural resource extraction companies that the law is too rigid, is not working to keep species from becoming imperiled and is being used by environmentalists to challenge development of public lands. 

The White House has eliminated the requirement that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency consult with federal wildlife agencies to determine whether pesticides will jeopardize threatened and endangered species 

It has removed the obligation of land management agencies - such as the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management - to consult with federal wildlife biologists authorizing, funding or carrying out actions authorized under the National Fire Plan that could harm species or critical habitat protected by the law. 

Last year, the administration announced that the Endangered Species Act - in particular the critical habitat provision - does little to protect endangered or threatened species and has caused a slew of lawsuits that is draining the scarce funds that are available to protect endangered species. 

Internal reports by the agency find that addressing the backlog of these duties would require some $153 million. Only one third of the 1,250 species on the ESA list have designated critical habitat, and there are 259 species under consideration for listing. 

But the Bush administration has only requested $17 million for this year's ESA budget, and the administration is the first in the history of the law not to have listed any species or designated any critical habitat except under court order. 

It has listed 25 species since 2001 - by contrast, the Clinton administration averaged 65 species listings per year, the first Bush administration averaged 59 per year and the Reagan administration averaged 32 per year. 

Recovery of listed species, the administration says, will not come through regulatory actions such as listing species and designating critical habitat, but through voluntary cooperative partnerships and incentives. 

Such partnerships and incentives are important, but argue they are meaningless without the backstop of the Endangered Species Act. 
Habitat loss and degradation doomed the eskimo curlew to extinction. (Photo by Eugene Kridler courtesy FWS)
The report calls on the Bush administration and Congress to fully fund the Fish and Wildlife Service's request for $153 million to list all species waiting for protection on the federal candidate list. 

It also recommends the administration to immediately propose all candidate species for ESA protection and to develop a five year plan to finalize protection for them all. 

There is growing evidence that conservation measures within the United States - and around the world - are failing. The world faces a wave of extinctions triggered by unfettered human growth and development, and scientists estimate the current extinction rate is 100 to 1,000 times the natural level. 

A recent study by The Nature Conservancy finds that some 550 species have gone extinct in the United States in the past 200 years and 4,000 known U.S. species face the danger of extinction. 

A list of the species documented by the new report can be found here.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Cameroon Gorillas Back in Africa But Far from Home


JOHANNESBURG - Four young gorillas from Cameroon that were smuggled to a Malaysian zoo arrived in South Africa last week where they will remain in captivity, a senior zoo official in Pretoria said Thursday. 

"The animals are doing extremely well," said Willie Labuschagne, executive director of South Africa's National Zoo in Pretoria. He said they were in quarantine and would be exhibited in the zoo by the end of May. 

The fate of the "Taiping Four," named after the Malaysian zoo where they appeared after being smuggled out of Cameroon two years ago, infuriated animal rights groups which demanded they be returned to their natural habitat. 

Animal welfare groups accused South Africa of breaching international conventions by keeping the Western lowland gorillas, members of a fast-dwindling species known by the scientific name of "gorilla gorilla gorilla." 

"South Africa has flouted the same international conventions it helped form by allowing the so-called 'Taiping Four' to be moved to a Pretoria zoo instead of returned to Cameroon," said Christina Pretorius, a spokeswoman for the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW). 

Wildlife groups said the gorillas had been brought to South Africa discreetly to avoid media coverage and accused the country of reneging on an earlier pledge to help resolve the issue "in the spirit of African unity." 

"It seems now that making money is more important to them than any African unity and that getting visitor attractions to a zoo is more important than the welfare of the animals," said Ofir Drori, director of the Last Great Apes Organization (LAGA). 

Cameroon has long demanded the return of the lowland gorillas, whose population of 10,000 in Cameroon, Central African Republic, the two Congos, Gabon and Nigeria is rapidly declining because of indiscriminate hunting and logging, trading in pets and the deadly Ebola virus. 

Cameroon, Malaysia and South Africa are all party to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), which bans the sale or trade of apes caught in the wild, but gorillas are prized as a bushmeat delicacy for city dwellers and a major source of protein for poor villagers. 

Pretoria zoo's Labuschagne dismissed the concerns of the welfare groups as emotional, saying a life in captivity was a good opportunity for the animals. 

"This is not a fantasy world. They romanticize Cameroon as animals jumping up and down the mountains, the rivers, streams and eating bananas. It's not the case. The situation in the wild is pretty bad," he said. 

(Additional reporting by Tansa Musa in Yaounde) 

Story by Alistair Thomson 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

23 April 2004

General environment news

Zambia denies Namibia water for export to South Africa 

Lusaka, Zambia (PANA) - Zambia has refused a request from Namibia to draw a huge quantity of water from the Zambezi River for export to the dry northern provinces of South Africa, arguing that such a move will destroy the ecology of the region. Clement Mukosa, acting chief executive of the Zambezi River Authority, told a parliamentary committee here Thursday that it would be improper for Namibia to export waters of the Zambezi through Botswana to South Africa because the amount of water required was too huge. For a long time now South Africa has been pondering on building long distance pipelines from the Zambezi River through Botswana into its dry northern provinces. And Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe equally have ambitions over the large-scale tapping of water from the Zambezi for use in their own industries and farming estates. The Zambezi river basin is currently the fourth largest river people in Angola, Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia, Zimbabwe and even Tanzania, which is connected through Lake Malawi. The Zambezi river basin is crucial to the well being of Southern Africa as its resources are currently used for domestic and industrial water supply, hydropower generation, irrigation, fishery, tourism and sport. It is for this reason that the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC-Water Sector Coordinating Unit) with the help of Sweden, Denmark and Norway is currently developing an integrated water resources management strategy.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng039573&dte=22/04/2004
Mozambican Parliament ratifies Kyoto Protocol 

Maputo, Mozambique (PANA) - The Mozambican parliament Thursday unanimously ratified the UN Kyoto Protocol on climate change. Deputy Environment Minister Francisco Mabjaia, who introduced the resolution said: "Although Mozambique makes a negligible contribution to greenhouse gases, we must think and act globally." The UN Protocol was adopted in the Japanese city in December 1997 by consensus, aimed at reducing the concentration of greenhouse gases, particularly carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Scientists believe the gases drive the current warming of the earth which, if left unchecked, could lead to catastrophic consequences, through the rising of sea levels. "The fundamental goal is to stabilize the concentration of man-made gases at levels which do not interfere with the climate. We all have a responsibility to protect the planet. But Mozambique does not have the same responsibility as, for example, Japan," Mabjaia said.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng039547&dte=22/04/2004
OMVS urged to ensure proper water, land management 

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - Senegalese Agriculture and Water Resources minister Habib Sy Wednesday urged the Organisation for the Development of the Senegal River (OMVS) to ensure proper management of the waters and land in the river basin shared by Mali, Mauritania and Senegal. "Proper management of the water resources depends on quality management of land. Elements of the water basin intertwine, hence should be addressed from a holistic perspective an integrated system," he stressed at a workshop on the management of the Senegal River Basin. A project mooted to improve management essentially seeks to create an environmental framework conducive for a sustainable ecology of riparian zones. It is also aimed at strengthening the institutional capacities of the three OMVS member countries and Guinea, and promoting a participatory regional approach to environmental management as well as efficient use of the river's waters. The project will last four years at the cost of 8.4 million US dollars provided by the World Bank, the Global Environmental Fund (GEF) and OMVS.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng039471&dte=22/04/2004
Rains render 7,000 families homeless in Adrar, Algeria 

Algiers, Algeria (PANA) - Torrential rains last week in Adrar, 1,800 km southwest of Algiers damaged more than 10,000 houses and left 7,000 families homeless, local authorities indicated in an assessment report. Local Red Crescent chief Belkheir el Karout said humanitarian aid received so far, including 20 tons of food, 518 tents and 1,500 blankets was inadequate. The rains also damaged roads, the water supply and drainage systems as well as electricity and telecommunication installations.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng039479&dte=22/04/2004
A Taste for Soup Threatens Sharks

The Namibian (Windhoek): NAMIBIA'S tourism image could suffer irreparable damage internationally if a proposed shark fin drying plant outside Walvis Bay is allowed to go ahead. The highly lucrative shark fin trade could further open up the coastal area to criminal elements as has happened in South Africa where power struggles resulted in cold-blooded killings, kidnapping and organized crime. Local and international opposition groups have already voiced their concern over this proposal, while a petition is being circulated to stop the plant from opening. The worldwide status of sharks has sparked growing international debate and has intensified conservationists' concerns for sharks with the escalation of the shark finning business over recent years. The shark fin industry is described as the new "big business" of the underworld in the face of an increasing demand for shark fin soup, an Asian delicacy which sells for around US$100 a bowl. Shark fins reach up to US$400/kg. The business has become so lucrative that fishermen started to fin live sharks and leave them to bleed to death in the ocean. The finning of live sharks is not allowed in Namibian waters: regulations prohibit the dumping of any marine resource harvested.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404220232.html
How Safe is Our Food And Water?

Ghanaian Chronicle (Accra): AS THE rainy season approaches, the problem of public sanitation, especially the disposal of solid and liquid wastes in our large population centres assumes critical proportions which must be addressed before they deluge us. In Accra and Kumasi, we have seen commendable efforts by the authorities to embark on voluntary clean up campaigns to rid these cities of accumulated filth. However, it would seem that such methods are aimed at treating the symptoms rather than the fundamental problems of ensuring sustainable clean surroundings. Indeed in Accra, the health authorities have already sounded warnings of imminent cholera outbreak. This has been a perennial problem and one is tempted to ask when it will ever come to an end. The fact is that Accra and other large population centres ARE FILTHY and voluntary clean-ups alone will not solve the problem.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404220442.html
GM Foods Are Safe

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The National Biosafety Committee yesterday dispelled fears that genetically modified foods pose any health risks to human beings. It also announced that a genetically modified breed of maize will be available to farmers in five years time adding that safety trials are currently going on. The committee's chairman Mr. J K Ng'eno said the fear and resistance to genetically modified products is as a result of rumours and mis-information. Ngeno was speaking at the Naromoru River Lodge during a workshop on biosafety systems opened by Education Permanent Secretary Mr. Karega Mutahi. He said use of GMOs might translate to a 30 per cent increase in harvest because they are both pest and drought resistant. Mutahi said the committee has spent close to US$ 6 million on the maize trials.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200404220117.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

ADB urges cooperation in Mekong region
Asia Times, April 23, 2004 (By Marwaan Macan-Markar) - BANGKOK - The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is urging countries that share the Mekong River to embrace region-wide measures to protect the terrain's abundant natural resources.
To back its view, the Manila-based financial institution released a comprehensive assessment of the Mekong region's environmental diversity this week. The book, titled Greater Mekong Subregion Atlas of the Environment, is co-published by the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP).
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Southeast_Asia/FD23Ae01.html 
Rowa media Update

Bahrain

Modern technology to be used to protect environment
Aluminium Bahrain (Alba) has set aside millions of dollars to implement plans designed to use modern technology to reduce environmental effects in compliance with its policy to maintain the environment and to protect it against pollution, the Minister of Oil said yesterday, writes Mandeep Singh.
Shaikh Isa bin Ali Al Khalifa was speaking at the opening ceremony of arabal 2004, the 11th International Arab Aluminium Conference, being held under the patronage of the Prime Minister, Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa.
The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa, several other ministers, members of the diplomatic corps and around 450 delegates attended the opening session along with invited VIP’s.
The event is being hosted by Alba and Bahrain’s aluminium downstream industries like Gulf Aluminium Rolling Mills Company, Bahrain Aluminium Extrusion Company, Aluwheel, Midal Cables and Bahrain Atomisers International

http://www.bahraintribune.com/ArticleDetail.asp
Qatar

Film documents marine wealth 
THE Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Reserves has completed making an underwater film, made with the objective of protecting marine environment and promoting Qatar outside the country. 
The film is a pilot effort made before embarking upon a project to make 10 different films to be shot on a variety of topics, said Darwish Ahmed, director of the Media Affairs department at the council. 

Shooting on the 10 films will take place between October and March, Ahmed said. They will be made by the council in partnership with local companies and government departments. 

The topics for filming have been broadly classified into three segments. One deals with underwater life and the second with marine elements like islands, coasts and fish stock, while the third segment is concerned with oasis and rowdas in the desert. 

The pilot film is now available in different formats like DVDs and videocassettes. It will be distributed through TV channels and computer programmes, Ahmed said. 

http://www.gulf-times.com/
Lebanon

Seminar covers waste water and sewage disposal

 

A regional seminar on the "Processing of Waste and Sewage Water" organized by the French Agency for the International Development of Economic Companies and Committees at the French Embassy started Tuesday in Beirut at the Ecole Superieure des Affaires. 

French Ambassador Philippe Lecourtier, who was in attendance, said that healthy management of water resources was gaining an important dimension in Lebanon due to the country's geography, climate and abundance in water. 

Lecourtier said that Lebanon annually produced about 1.5 tons of solid waste, which is dumped in hidden locations, and that 40 percent of households were connected to the sewage network. 

He added that France supported Lebanon during the rehabilitation of its infrastructure in 1993 with the conclusion of a loan to rehabilitate about 50 water pumping plants and the construction of refineries in Batroun, Chekka, Jbeil, Nabatieh and Nabi Younes. Lecourtier said that this support will continue. 

Energy and Water Minister Ayoub Humayed said that the seminar fell within the framework of the cooperation policy between Lebanon and France.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ_id=1&article_id=2557
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Annan voices alarm at deadly consequences of Israeli incursion into Gaza 

*
Independent inquiry will yield facts on Iraq Oil-for-Food Programme – Annan 

*
Children are paying the ultimate price in Iraqi violence – UNICEF 

*
UN Security Council condemns recruitment of child soldiers

*
Liberia: UN Envoy and sports star visit disarmed child soldiers

*
Threats from non-state users of WMDs discussed in UN Security Council

*
UN Security Council commends Libya for decision to abandon WMD programmes

*
Albanian president pays first official visit to UN-administered Kosovo

*
UN human rights fact-finding mission arrives in Sudan

*
Congolese expelled from Angola threaten Angolan refugees in DR of Congo

*
Afghanistan: UN concerned at possible stumbling blocks in way of disarmament

*
UN urges donor countries, drug firms to fund anti-malaria fight to save millions  

*
Asia-Pacific needs to tap financial systems to benefit region’s poor, UN says

*
Latin America, Caribbean meeting set to battle hunger at UN meeting next week

*
Despite progress, wide regional gaps remain in years spent in school – UN report

*
Final preparatory session for nuclear treaty review set to start at UN Headquarters

*
UN Rights Commission approves providing technical services to troubled countries

*
UN food agency launches ‘Rice is Life’ photography contest 

* * * *

Middle East

22 April – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced alarm at the deadly consequences of a two-day Israeli incursion into the northern Gaza Strip, noting that there were reportedly at least 10 civilians, including five children under the age of 15, among the Palestinian deaths.

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan said he was aware that the incursion followed rocket and mortar fire against Israeli targets.

“However, the Secretary-General urges Israel to respect its obligations under international law as an occupying power regarding the use of disproportionate force in civilian areas,” the statement added.

* * *

Iraq: Oil-for-Food

22 April – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today voiced confidence that an independent panel into allegations of corruption in the United Nations Oil-for-Food Programme will yield results, and voiced hope that its work would proceed apace.

“I’m very keen on Mr. [Paul] Volcker, Judge [Richard] Goldstone and Mr. [Mark] Pieth to really get to work and give us a report as soon as possible,” the Secretary-General told the press this morning, referring to the members pursuing the inquiry. 

Responding to a question about the former head of the Programme, Benon Sevan, who has been the subject of numerous allegations in the press, Mr. Annan said, “He should and will be available for the investigation, and we are discussing how to make sure that he will be available.”

“He has indicated he will cooperate as I expect all other staff members to cooperate,” the Secretary-General emphasized.

Mr. Annan also underscored the value of the relief effort for Iraq. “It is unfortunate that there have been so many allegations, and some of it is being handled as if they were facts, and this is why we need to have this investigation done,” he said.

“In all this what has been lost is the fact that the Oil-for-Food Programme did provide relief to the Iraqi population; every household was touched,” he said. “With the government, we set up one of the best distribution systems, to such an extent that even some suggested we should use the distribution cards for elections, to show you how pervasive [it was], so that should not be overlooked.” 

Begun in 1997, the Oil-for-Food Programme, over the course of six years, oversaw the delivery of some $39 billion worth of humanitarian assistance. Virtually all Iraqis benefited from the country-wide food network, and 60 per cent were totally dependent upon the food assistance. The nutritional value of their daily food basket nearly doubled between 1996 and 2002, to about 2,200 kilocalories per person per day.  During the same period, malnutrition rates of children under five fell by half in the centre/south; and in the northern governorates, chronic malnutrition fell by 56 per cent, with a 44 per cent reduction in the incidence of underweight children.

“The fact that there may have been wrongdoing by a few should not destroy the work that many hard working UN staff did,” Mr. Annan said.

He also pointed out the importance of distinguishing who was responsible for illegal activities. “If the Iraqi government has smuggled oil and done all sorts of things, I don’t think it is fair to lump it all together and blame the UN and the Secretariat, because there are things that were definitely beyond our control, not only the Secretariat, but even the Member States.”

“Once the issues have been looked at and separated, I hope people will put things in perspective and will be able to get the facts out,” he said. 

Mr. Annan also repeated his earlier pledge to act against those found to have committed any wrongdoing. “As I said, if UN staff are found to be guilty, we will deal with them very severely.”

* * *

Iraq

22 April – Voicing alarm at the growing impact of the ongoing fighting on Iraqi children, including a mounting death toll in recent days, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has called on all parties to ensure the protection of children and all civilians as required by international humanitarian law.

“The fighting in Iraq is exacting a heavy toll and children are paying with their lives,” UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said in a statement on yesterday’s suicide bombings in Basra in which more than 20 children on a school bus were reported to have been killed.

The agency noted that the killings in Basra follow the reported deaths of more than 100 children in Fallujah, west of Baghdad, in recent days.

In many cities across Iraq, children are unable to lead a normal life. “They are not just unable to attend school and get decent health care and clean water, but far too often they are paying the ultimate price,” Ms. Bellamy said. “The ongoing instability and fighting is hitting children the hardest.”

Many schools are closed due to the recent upsurge in violence. Even where schools are open, many parents are keeping their children at home out of fear. “Children have the right to continue their education, and to do so safely, even when they live in the midst of conflict,” Ms. Bellamy added.

“They must feel free to exercise that right, and they must feel safe going to and from school. In fact, everywhere children spend time, whether on a bus, in a health centre, at a school, or on a playground, must be treated as a zone of peace. We must not allow children to become the victims of adults battles,” she declared.

Acting UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan also added his voice to the chorus of condemnations of the Basra attacks and of another suicide bombing yesterday in Saudi Arabia.

“Terrorism constitutes an assault on values the international community holds dear,” Mr. Ramcharan said in a statement. “An essential element in fighting this scourge is to uphold the rule of law and fundamental standards of human rights, the very things terrorists seek to destroy.”

* * *

Child Soldiers

22 April – The United Nations Security Council today condemned the recruitment of child soldiers and called on Secretary-General Kofi Annan to create a monitoring mechanism, preferably within three months, “to provide timely objective, accurate and reliable information on the recruitment and use of child soldiers in violation of applicable international law.”

The 15-member Council, by a unanimous vote, said it would take appropriate action to curb linkages between armed conflict, its prolongation and the smuggling of natural and other resources, trafficking in small arms and light weapons and cross-border abduction, all of which intensify the negative impact of war on children. 

It asked Mr. Annan to propose effective measures to control such illicit trade and trafficking.

All governments should note the commitments they have made to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and other UN entities involved with ensuring the well-being of children and cooperate fully with these bodies in implementing their pledges.

On a case-by-case basis, the Council would make sure that child protection advisers (CPAs) were included in peacekeeping missions and “requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the need for and the number and roles of CPAs are systematically assessed during the preparation of each United Nations peacekeeping operation.”

It called on States and the United Nations system “to recognize the important role of education in conflict areas in halting and preventing recruitment and re-recruitment of children contrary to the obligations of parties to conflict.”

* * *

Liberia

22 April – The head of the United Nations mission in Liberia, Jacques Paul Klein, and a UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Goodwill Ambassador, Liberian-born former international soccer star George Weah, today visited demobilized child soldiers at an interim care centre in the West African country and encouraged them to rejoin their families and go back to school.

At the UNICEF-supported interim care centre (ICC), run by non-governmental organization (NGO) Christian Children’s Fund, more than 100 children who had given their weapons to the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) in Gbarnga, Bong County, entertained the visitors with songs and theatre. 

“All of you who have given up your weapons, who want a future in Liberia, who want an education, who want to contribute to rebuilding this country, we love you,” Mr. Klein told the children, whom he called heroes. “We will reunite you with your families. We want you to have a home, we want you to be loved, we want you to be safe.”

Other heroes were Mr. Weah, who “has never let fame or fortune deter him from doing what he can for Liberia and its people,” as well as UNICEF workers, the NGOs running the ICCs and the Bangladeshi peacekeepers providing security, the UNMIL chief added.

Mr. Weah said what had made him successful in sports was discipline and a peaceful environment. 

“Your responsibility is to disarm and to call all your friends forward to disarm. You must have the discipline to go back to school. You must respect your parents. Tomorrow, somebody in this group will be another George Oppong Weah,” he said.

The delegation, which included UNICEF Representative in Liberia Angela Kearney, presented sports equipment to the children. Mr. Weah then played in a soccer match between teams of children from the ICC and from the local community, while Mr. Klein visited the disarmament and cantonment sites in Gbarnga.

* * *

WMD

22 April – The United Nations Security Council held an open debate today on the threat to international security posed by weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), especially if they should pass through black markets and fall into private hands. 

In the debate that attracted about 50 speakers, Ambassador James Cunningham of the United States said a draft resolution to be adopted in the coming days responded to the growing threat that the proliferation of WMDs and the means to deliver them posed to global security.

The 15 April draft of the text, a work in progress, would ask Member States to take precautions, review domestic legislation and adopt new legislation to keep the means of making WMDs away from private sectors, or non-state actors.

If non-state actors were able to get such weapons, they could blackmail and threaten entire regions, Mr. Cunningham said. Organizations, such as al-Qaida, which carried out the attacks on the United States on 11 September 2001, had not hidden their desire to acquire WMDs. If such groups got them, they could bring destruction and suffering on an unimaginable scale.

Ambassador Gennady Gatilov of the Russian Federation said his government was one of the initiators of the draft resolution because the problem of the proliferation of WMDs was emerging as one of the primary threats to international peace and security.

Terrorists would stop at nothing to acquire the components for WMDs. In a previous resolution, the Council had highlighted the close relationship between international terrorism, organized crime and illegal trafficking in chemical, biological and other materials and had begun coordinating international efforts to strengthen a global response, he said.

Mr. Gatilov supported the establishment of a Security Council committee to monitor implementation of the eventual resolution. 

Ambassador Wan Guangya of China, noting that his proposals were already reflected in the latest draft, said the Council meeting would help improve the text for a security environment in which it was vital to strengthen international cooperation and improve the non-proliferation regime to respond effectively to threats of terrorism.

To ensure the success of non-proliferation efforts, the text would have to recognize the legitimate right of countries to use such technologies for peaceful purposes, he said.

The world was now in an “era of wholesale terrorism,” when the most dangerous technology was becoming available, said Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière of France. The international community could not remain passive.

France supported inserting references to disarmament obligations in the preamble of the text and enhancing the monitoring mechanism, he said.

Bringing in such issues as disarmament would risk deadlock and treading on the toes of other international disarmament bodies, said Ambassador Adam Thomson of the United Kingdom. 

The text promoted the strengthening of multilateral treaties and did not rule out future arrangements to deal with any gaps in the international framework. It was about a cooperative approach to tackling non-state actors, he added.

* * *

Libya

22 April – The United Nations Security Council today welcomed Libya’s decision to cooperate with the UN’s International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and abandon its programmes to develop weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), along with the means to deliver them. 

The Council noted that the IAEA Board of Governors “recognized the decision of the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya as a step towards the realization of the goal of an Africa and a Middle East free of weapons of mass destruction and at peace.” 

It encouraged the North African country to make sure that the ending of its weapons of mass destruction programmes was verified.

* * *

Kosovo

22 April – The president of Albania today paid the first official visit ever by an Albanian head of State to United Nations-administered Kosovo just a month after tensions between ethnic Albanians and Serbs boiled over into violence in which 19 people died and hundreds were injured.

In a joint news conference with President Alfred Moisiu in Pristina, the capital, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative Harri Holkeri said the two agreed on the need to urge the Kosovo Albanians “to travel the extra mile to ensure that they regain the trust and confidence of their Kosovo Serb fellow citizens.”

Mr. Holkeri thanked President Moisiu for Albania’s “helpful intervention” in calling for an end to the violence that erupted in Kosovo in mid-March, the worst to hit the province since the UN took over its administration nearly five years ago when NATO forced the withdrawal of Yugoslav troops after fighting between Albanians and Serbs.

Mr. Moisiu said Albania wanted Kosovo to progress on the path of democratization and integration.

“Violence is not the path that should be followed. The necessary and productive path is dialogue. This absolutely requires the desire of both sides and all involved, and I hope that this will be achieved with the support of UNMIK,” he added, referring to the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo.  

Also today, Mr. Holkeri attended a memorial service for two United States UNMIK corrections officers killed at the Mitrovica detention centre on Saturday when at least one of five Jordanian UNMIK officers opened fire.

“These deaths remind us of the dangers faced by the staff of the United Nations in the work for peace, justice and development around the world,” he said. “We must do everything to protect and preserve the integrity, solidarity and trust that United Nations staff normally extend to one another. That bond must remain inviolate. Making it so is the best tribute we could pay to these courageous individuals, and to their fallen comrades around the world.”

* * *

Sudan

22 April – A United Nations human rights fact-finding mission has arrived in the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, to look into allegations of ethnic cleansing of black Sudanese refugees who say Arab Sudanese militias committed atrocities and forced them to flee from their western Darfur homelands to neighbouring Chad.

Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan, who had expressed the concerns of the international community over Darfur and asked the Sudanese government for information, said the government issued an invitation to the five-member mission on 19 April. They arrived in Khartoum yesterday.

At the daily briefing, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard was asked about Khartoum’s unhappiness with UN pronouncements on the Sudanese refugee crisis, especially Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland’s characterization of militia fighting as ethnic cleansing. 

“As the Emergency Relief Coordinator, he feels an obligation to call international attention to a crisis and to describe as accurately as he can disturbing developments as he sees them. So I don’t think we have any apology to make about what he said,” Mr. Eckhard said.

He recalled that Secretary-General Kofi Annan called attention to the situation in Darfur in his speech to the UN Human Rights Commission on 7 April marking the 10th anniversary of the Rwandan genocide. 

“It (Darfur) has been described as the worst humanitarian situation in the world and I think it is his obligation and our obligation to call attention to it,” Mr. Eckhard said.

According to the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Mr. Ramcharan “sought assurances from the Sudanese authorities regarding the right of the team to visit any place it wished, to talk to persons of its choice, to have freedom of movement and to have their security assured by the Sudanese authorities.”

The team already had spent nine days interviewing Sudanese refugees in Chad, where tens of thousands have fled to escape civil conflict in Darfur. The refugees, who, like the militias, are Muslim, made grave allegations and that report was submitted to Mr. Ramcharan, OHCHR said.

He would not release that report to the Commission on Human Rights, whose six-week meeting in Geneva ends tomorrow, until the fact-finding team submitted another describing the situation in Darfur, it said.

According to Mr. Egeland, there have been credible and frequent reports that Janjaweed militias had committed atrocities, including murder, rape and acts of looting and destruction, against Darfur’s black Africans, especially members of the Fur, Zaghawas and Massalit ethnic communities.

Conflict erupted early last year in Darfur between the Sudanese Government and allied militias, on the one hand, and local rebel groups, on the other. In addition to refugees, as many as one million people are now internally displaced, sometimes out of the reach of humanitarian aid.

* * *

DR of Congo

22 April – Congolese workers recently expelled from Angola, penniless and at minimum notice, have attacked Angolan refugees being sheltered in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and cared for by United Nations agencies, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today.

UNHCR has appealed for urgent humanitarian aid, especially food and water, for the displaced Congolese, some of whom were not born in the DRC and had never visited the country. The agency has also provided two trucks to take some of the workers home to Kikwit in Bandundu province and Tshikapa in Kasai province.

When UNHCR Deputy High Commissioner Wendy Chamberlin visited 1,500 Angolan refugees at the Napassa refugee site in Bandundu province on Tuesday, her vehicle was shaken and banged on, the agency said. The assailants were a group of Congolese “expellees” caught up in an Angolan sweep of diamond mines, conducted since December, to find and deport illegal workers. 

On Tuesday night the expellees burned down two houses belonging to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in Napassa, UNHCR said. Two refugee shelters were burned down and extensive looting took place in nearby Kahemba town.

“Apparently the returning Congolese vented their frustrations on the Angolan refugees in the DRC, who they saw as being privileged for receiving assistance from UNHCR and its partner organizations,” it said.

The Congolese expellees have reported that they were brutally set upon by Angolan civilians.

* * *

Afghanistan

22 April – The United Nations mission in Afghanistan today voiced concern that some militia commanders were slow in handing over lists of their soldiers, posing potential stumbling blocks to achieving the goal of disarming 40 per cent of the militias by September. It said that whatever measures were needed would be taken. 

“There are some commanders who do not want to play ball, as it were,” UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) spokesman David Singh told a news briefing in Kabul, the Afghan capital. “It is up to the Government and its partners to ensure that these people are brought on board. They must be made to understand that there is a whole new future for Afghanistan.”

Militia disarmament has taken on added significance in view of the upcoming elections and Mr. Singh said one of the key points was that factional elements cannot and must not influence the electoral process. “Whatever measures need to be taken to bring these people on board, will be taken,” he declared.

“Afghans must feel free to register and to partake in the polling in an environment that is secure. These elements along the way represent instability. These elements can coerce people and of course they are of concern.”

Welcoming President Hamid Karzai’s decision last month to postpone until September elections originally planned for June, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative in Afghanistan, Jean Arnault, stressed that disarmament efforts must go hand-in-hand with the electoral process.

“The next few months will have to focus in a very significant way on allowing these elections to take place in a country that will not be fully disarmed but should be well on its way towards disarmament,” he said.

UNAMA said electoral teams were now operational in 24 provincial centres, with offices open and work beginning to inform voters in preparation for the next phase of the registration process. As of yesterday, more than 1,850,000 Afghans out of an estimated total of over 10 million had registered to vote. The gender breakdown is 70 per cent men to 30 per cent women.

Registration has so far taken place only in the urban centres of Kabul, Gardez, Kunduz, Mazar, Bamiyan, Kandahar and Herat.

* * *

Malaria

22 April – With more than 600 million people, mostly children in sub-Saharan Africa, facing the daily threat of death from malaria since new treatments are unavailable where they live, the United Nations today called on donor countries and pharmaceutical firms to provide the resources necessary to conquer new drug-resistant strains. 

“At least one million children die every year in Africa from malaria. Several million more become seriously ill. In many places, they are still given medicines whose effectiveness is very low and decreasing,” the Director-General of the Geneva-based UN World Health Organization (WHO), Lee Jong-wook, said. “Better treatment is available and must be delivered urgently to the people who need it most.”

Adding her voice to the appeal ahead of Africa Malaria Day on April 25, UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Executive Director Carol Bellamy said powerful new drugs could make the difference between life and death for hundreds of millions. “If the private and public sectors work together effectively, we can quickly reshape the marketplace for malaria drugs and take a great leap toward rolling back malaria,” she declared.

The main challenge is that chloroquine, the least expensive and most widely used anti-malarial drug, has lost its effectiveness in much of Africa. In recent years, a new more expensive treatment called artemisinin-containing combination therapy (ACT) has emerged to fight the disease in those regions.

Since 2001, WHO has strongly recommended that affected countries should switch to ACTs, but at around $2 for an adult dose, this costs 10 to 20 times as much as chloroquine. For most countries in Africa, external funding will be required.

WHO estimates that global demand for ACTs will soar from about 20 million per year at present to between 130 to 220 million adult treatments next year. In following years and at the current price, about $1 billion per year will be required to provide 60 per cent of the affected population. Much of this money will have to come from donor countries and funding institutions such as the Global Fund.

Using its global supply network to play a lead role in the battle, UNICEF called on pharmaceutical firms, too, to get behind the initiative.

* * *

Asia-Pacific

22 April – The Asia-Pacific region, by harnessing market forces and maintaining the world’s highest savings rate, has become a global economic leader, but needs to tap the potential of its financial systems to benefit 800 million people struggling to survive on less than $1 a day, the head of the United Nations regional economic body said today.

“In the Asia-Pacific region, the economic integration process has been mainly driven by market forces. This has accelerated the integration of the region into the global economy, but many countries are unable to reach their potential,” Executive Secretary Kim Hak-Su told the 60th session of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) in Shanghai, China. 

With the Asia-Pacific area now standing as “a newly emerging brain centre of the world,” tapping the region’s sound financial systems would help bring benefits to 800 million people of the region now living on less than a dollar per day, he said.

The Commission is scheduled to meet from 22 to 28 April. After Mr. Kim opened the deliberations, senior officials from many member countries discussed poverty reduction, managing globalization and social issues. The Ministerial segment begins on Monday. 

In 1947, Shanghai became the headquarters of the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East, the organization which evolved into UNESCAP.

* * *

Food security

22 April – With the Latin America and the Caribbean region overall showing significant progress in fighting hunger, officials from 33 countries are set to attend a United Nations conference in Guatemala beginning Monday in a bid to consolidate gains and remedy shortfalls as part of the global effort to halve hunger levels by 2015.

The weeklong UN Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean will decide the main thrust of the work to be carried out by the regional office during 2004 and 2005.

Latest figures show that South America improved its food security, reducing the number of undernourished from 41.5 million people to 32.9 million during the 1990’s. The situation in the Caribbean region remained stable, with 7.9 million people suffering from malnutrition, but in Central America the number increased from 5 million to 7.5 million. 

FAO is urging all 33 participating countries to ensure that improving food security becomes a principle strategy in advancing rural development. 

“FAO believes that food security – and by this we mean both physical and economic access for all to the food needed to live a healthy and active life – is essential for economic growth and long-lasting, sustainable development,” Gustavo Gordillo de Anda, FAO’s regional Assistant Director-General, said in a statement released today.  

While hunger worldwide is increasing once more despite the reduction achieved during the first half of the 1990s, Latin America and the Caribbean, along with Asia and the Pacific, were the only two regions that managed to reduce the absolute number of undernourished people during the decade.

The reduction amounted to 5.5 million people, but progress was not uniform across all sub-regions. In South America the average overall number fell to 10 per cent of the population but in some countries, such as Bolivia, the percentage reached 22 per cent, placing it close to the Central American average.

The Latin American countries with the lowest levels of undernourishment - less than 5 per cent of their population - include Argentina, Uruguay, Ecuador and Chile.

At the opposite end of the scale, Haiti heads the list of countries with an extremely high level – around 50 per cent of the population lack sufficient food to lead healthy lives. This is followed by Nicaragua (29 per cent), Panama (26 per cent) and The Dominican Republic and Guatemala (25 per cent).

* * *

Education

22 April – Despite a marked increase over the past decade in children attending primary and secondary schools worldwide, there remain substantial differences between countries and regions ranging from as much as over 17 years of education to as little as two years, according to a new United Nations report released today.

The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Global Education Digest 2004 shows that children in Europe, South America and Oceania spend the most time in school with an average of 12 years while in Africa the average is 7.6 years. But Africa has also shown the greatest improvement over the decade.

At the top end, a child in Finland, New Zealand or Norway can expect to receive over 17 years of education, almost twice as much as in Bangladesh or Myanmar and four times as much in Niger or Burkina Faso. North American children spend an average of just over 11 years and children in Asia nine years.

The lowest average in the world was registered in Afghanistan for the 2001/02 school year – just over two years.

Despite the gaps between countries and regions, the figures show a marked increase over the past decade all over the world, with the greatest changes occurring in Africa, where a number of countries showed increases in the so-called school life expectancy (SLE) of two and three years - and in Uganda and Comoros over four years.

In a few countries, SLE fell. “The most dramatic situation is in the Congo, which showed the highest level of primary to secondary enrolment amongst African countries in 1990,” the Digest says. In 2001, SLE was over four years lower than it was in 1990.

In the high performing countries, according to the Digest, more than two and a half years of an average school career is due to tertiary studies, as in Argentina, Bermuda, Canada and the United States in the Americas; Israel, Macao (China) and the Republic of Korea in Asia; Finland, the Netherlands and Norway in Europe; and in Australia and New Zealand in Oceania. 

“An important exception is Africa, where levels of tertiary education remain marginal even in countries with a long school life expectancy,” the Digest adds. “Tunisia is the only country where school life expectancy attributable to tertiary education exceeds one year.”

The Digest reveals a clear link between SLE and national wealth. But it also shows that low gross domestic profit (GDP) need not stand in the way of progress. For example, Djibouti and Angola have similar levels of per capita income to Viet Nam, Lesotho, Uzbekistan and Bolivia. Nevertheless, in the first two countries average duration of schooling is only five years, compared to 10 or more in the others.

* * *

Disarmament

22 April – At a time when nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament face critical challenges, nearly 190 states will gather at United Nations Headquarters in New York next Monday for a two-week meeting to help prepare urgently needed measures to strengthen the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

In a news release on the meeting today the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the UN nuclear watchdog, stressed that the NPT, the world’s most widely adhered to multilateral arms control accord, confronts a raft of challenges from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s refusal to submit to IAEA verification to the discovery of a sophisticated illicit market in nuclear technology and materials.

The IAEA, which is not a party to the NPT but is entrusted with key roles and responsibilities under it, also pointed to on-going agency efforts to verify the nuclear activities of Iran and Libya and the slow progress in nuclear disarmament.

The IAEA acts as the international safeguards inspectorate for NPT and as a multilateral channel for facilitating the transfer of peaceful applications of nuclear technology.

The meeting starting Monday - referred to as a Preparatory Committee or ‘PrepCom’ session - will consider the purpose, operation and implementation of the NPT and agree on strengthening measures to be approved at the Treaty’s upcoming Review Conference in 2005. It is the third and final PrepCom session.

IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei recently voiced hope that the conference “will consider urgently needed measures and agree on a specific course of action that will help re-engineer the nuclear non-proliferation regime and revive the stalling nuclear arms control and disarmament process.”

* * *

Commission on Human Rights

22 April – The United Nations Commission on Human Rights, in an effort to strengthen human rights observance worldwide, has approved the provision of advisory services and technical cooperation to several countries.

In a series of chairman’s statements and resolutions yesterday the Commission agreed to assist countries that have recently experienced violence or are still combating insurgencies, such as Afghanistan, Nepal, Timor-Leste, Cambodia, Haiti, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Chad, Liberia, Somalia and Sierra Leone.

The Chairman’s statement on Afghanistan expressed concern over the continuing incidence of violence against women and girls and recommended that Secretary-General Kofi Annan extend the mandate of the Independent Expert on Afghan human rights for another year.

It also recommended appointing or extending the mandates of Independent Experts to help governments and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCR) with human rights problems in Burundi, Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Somalia.

* * *

Rice

22 April – With rice feeding more than half the world’s population and providing income for millions of rice processors and traders, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) today launched a global photography contest as part of a year-long campaign to promote improved production and access to this vital crop.

As 2004 is the UN International Year of Rice (IYR), professional and amateur photographers are invited to capture the “Rice is Life” theme in photographs submitted by 30 July illustrating the rich diversity of regions, people and resources linked to the food.

“Development of sustainable rice-based systems will reduce poverty and hunger, and contribute to environmental conservation and a better life for present and future generations,” Rome-based FAO said in a statement.

IYR is planning to include prize-winning photographs and a selection of other entries in a travelling exhibition. First-prize winners will be flown to FAO headquarters to be honoured at a special event held in conjunction with World Food Day on 15 October 2004.

Nital S.p.A, the exclusive distributor of Nikon products in Italy, is supporting the IYR initiative by sponsoring the contest and providing winners with Nikon products.

Participants may submit slides, prints or digital images in either black and white or colour. Entry is free, and there are separate categories for professional and amateur photographers. 

* *** *

________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.

**Statement Attributable to Spokesman
We’re going to start with a statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning the situation in the Middle East.

“The Secretary-General is alarmed by the deadly consequences of the two-day Israeli incursion into the northern Gaza Strip, which ended today.  Among the Palestinian fatalities were reportedly at least 10 civilians, including five children under 15 years of age.  The Secretary-General is aware that the incursion followed rocket and mortar fire against Israeli targets.  However, he urges Israel to respect its obligations under international law as an occupying Power regarding the use of disproportionate force in civilian areas.”

**Iraq
The Secretary-General was asked by reporters this morning about the investigation into the “oil-for-food” programme, and said it was unfortunate that what has been overlooked is the fact that every household in Iraq was touched by the relief that the programme provided.

He noted that the United Nations set up one of the best distribution systems, to such an extent that some even suggested that the distribution cards provided by the UN be used for elections.

The Secretary-General hoped that the independent inquiry headed by Paul Volcker will provide a report as soon as possible, adding that if UN staff are found to be guilty, they will be dealt with severely.  He added that he expects all staff members to cooperate.

Asked about the situation in Fallujah, he said he hoped the ceasefire and discussions that are going on would lead to a peaceful settlement.

The UN Children’s Fund, UNICEF, has condemned the killing of children in the midst of the ongoing fighting in Iraq.

“The fighting in Iraq is exacting a heavy toll”, said UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy, “and children are paying with their lives”.

**Secretary-General -- Cyprus
Following consultations yesterday, the Security Council held a formal meeting on Cyprus in which 14 members voted in favour of a resolution, but Russia vetoed it.

The Secretary-General today told reporters that he was gratified that those 14 countries had voted to reassure the Cypriots that the United Nations would support them in efforts to reunite the country.  He said that, even though Russia could not join the consensus, it had indicated that its reasons for not doing so were technical and not substantive.  We have the transcript of that press encounter upstairs.

**Security Council
The Security Council today adopted a resolution on children and armed conflict and a presidential statement on Libya, before it began its current open debate, on weapons of mass destruction.

In its resolution, the Council strongly condemned the recruitment and use of child soldiers, the killing and maiming of children, and rape and other sexual violence, among other violations. 

It requested the Secretary-General to devise, preferably within three months, an action plan for a systematic and comprehensive monitoring and reporting mechanism on violations and abuses committed against children affected by armed conflict. It also called upon all States concerned to abide by their international obligations.

The Council’s presidential statement on Libya welcomed its decision to abandon its programs for developing weapons of mass destruction, and reaffirmed the need to seek to resolve proliferation problems by peaceful means.

The Council is currently holding an open debate in which States are discussing a draft resolution before the Council on the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.  Fifty-one speakers are inscribed.

**Security Council - Brahimi
For your planning purposes, the Secretary-General's Special Adviser, Lakhdar Brahimi, is scheduled to brief the Security Council in an open meeting at 3 p.m. next Tuesday.  Consultations are scheduled to follow that meeting.

**Kosovo – Shoot-out Service
In Kosovo today, a memorial service was held for the two US corrections officers killed in the shooting incident at Mitrovica detention centre last Saturday. 

The ceremony, held at the UN Mission’s headquarters, was attended by the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Harri Holkeri, as well as Kosovo’s President, Ibrahim Rugova, and its Prime Minister, Bajram Rexhepi.

Holkeri paid tribute to the victims of the shooting, and we have a release with his comments available upstairs.

One of the other correction officers injured in the shoot-out has been pronounced brain dead as a result of his wounds.

The investigation into the incident continues –- and the four Jordanian police officers detained in connection with the shooting are assisting investigators in their work.

**Darfur, Sudan
A UN human rights fact-finding mission to look into reported abuses in the Darfur region of the Sudan has arrived in Khartoum.  The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva said earlier this week that the Sudanese authorities had granted permission for the team to visit the Darfur region.

**Afghanistan
The UN Mission in Afghanistan says that electoral teams are now operational in 24 provincial centres, with offices open and work beginning to inform voters in those areas about the registration process.  As of yesterday, 1.8 million Afghans had registered to vote.  We have more details in today’s briefing notes from Kabul.

**Terror Attacks
The acting High Commissioner for Human Rights, Bertrand Ramcharan, condemned in the strongest possible terms the terrorist bombings that took place yesterday in Saudi Arabia and in Iraq.  He extended his heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims of these heinous crimes.  Ramcharan called terrorism an assault on the values the international community holds dear, and added that upholding the rule of law is essential in fighting this scourge.

**WHO/Malaria
More than 600 million people –- most of them children living in sub-Saharan Africa –- urgently need effective malaria treatment.  The World Health Organization (WHO) says existing, cheaper medicines are no longer effective in most places because the malaria parasite has developed resistance to them.  WHO is urging countries where there is resistance to adopt new highly-effective treatment therapies.

But despite some progress, the new treatment has not become available as widely or as quickly as it needs to because of the cost involved.  WHO is calling on donor countries to increase support for developing countries switching to more effective anti-malaria treatment.  We have more details in a press release upstairs.

**OCHA
OCHA, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, today launched its newly-redesigned website, OCHA Online.  The new user-friendly format highlights OCHA’s work in helping the most vulnerable people in the world.

Of particular interest to journalists is the News Centre, which contains press releases, situation reports on natural disasters and complex emergencies and speeches and statements by the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Jan Egeland.  You can access the Web site at ochaonline.un.org.  And we have a press release upstairs on that. 

**Press Conference Tomorrow
Press conference tomorrow, 11:15 a.m. in this room, Miloon Kothari, the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on adequate housing, will be here to brief you on his missions to Afghanistan, Kenya, the occupied Palestinian territory and Peru.  A media advisory with more information is available in my office.

**World Chronicle 
And the Department of Information asked me to tell you that World Chronicle programme no. 936, featuring Dr. Jim Yong Kim, Director of the HIV Department of the World Health Organization (WHO), will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channels 3 and 31.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes?

**Questions and Answers

Question:   Fred, what was the prudence or rather, motivation for the Secretary-General to name one of the judges from the war crimes tribunal, Mr. Goldstone, in the Commission to investigate the oil-for-food programme?  And number two, do you have any expectations for how long this is going to go?  For how long this investigation will last? 

Spokesman:  I think you might have heard Mr. Volcker say at the press conference yesterday that it wasn’t just Judge Goldstone’s experience on the International Criminal Tribunals that made him of interest as a co-panellist, but rather his work as head of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which dealt with allegations of corruption and fraud.  Your second question was what? 

Question:   Any expectations for how long this will go on?

Spokesman:  He took that question yesterday, too.  His terms of reference call for him to report or to give a progress report after three months.  He said he could not imagine that they would complete their work in three months.  But he said he would continue as long as it would take.  He wasn’t specific beyond that.

Question:   Could it be (Inaudible) by the end of the Secretary-General’s mandate?  What do you think?

Spokesman:  The Secretary-General has said he hopes to get a report from them quickly.  So, clearly the Secretary-General doesn’t expect it to drag on into 2006.  But it is really the panel’s call as to how much time they need to do their work properly.  Yes? 

Question:   Fred, last Wednesday I think, when we asked the Secretary-General what course of action he is thinking to suggest the Council to take on Cyprus, he said it’s not his business to make suggestions to the Council.  Though, two days ago we saw him, heard him making a plea in the Council for a particular resolution.  What changed within seven days on the ground in Cyprus to make the Secretary-General to ask for a particular resolution?

Spokesman:  As you saw from the vote last night, 14 members of the Council supported the adoption of a resolution, which it was felt could reassure some of those who will be voting in the referenda on Saturday on the international community’s support for the plan and for its faithful implementation.  The Secretary-General had that same interest and was working closely with Council members.  So, it’s not that he never interacts with the Council in areas of common interest. Certainly, it’s his job to carry out Council mandates, to take initiatives in areas of peace and security.  So, I think I would argue that the way he interacted with the Council on Cyprus was perfectly consistent with his role as Secretary-General.  Yes, sir?

Question:   Could you tell us something about the main topic of talking between Mr. Kofi Annan and the Foreign Minister of Italy, Mr. Franco Frattini?

Spokesman:  We usually don’t give out that information before the meeting takes place. I think it’s over by now.  We’ll see if we can get a read out for you.  Akram?  [He later said that their discussion had focused primarily on the Middle East and Iraq.]

Question:   Concerning Mr. Brahimi’s report, do you think he is going to hand to the situation in Iraq and ... (Inaudible)?

Spokesman:  I think he will be reporting on his most recent 10-day visit to Iraq.  He has already said he expects to return to Iraq shortly to continue consultations with Iraqi parties and individuals to try to find a formula for a caretaker government.  So, it’s a status report to the Council.  And we’ll also see if he’ll talk to you either at the stakeout after he speaks to the Council, reports to the Council or some other time.  But we’ll be asking him to speak to you and you can ask him in greater detail about his report to the Council.  But, his initial report to the Council is going to be in an open meeting.  So, you will hear that on the record.  Then they will go into closed consultations with him, and then we would suggest to him that speak to you at the stakeout afterwards.  Abdurrahim?

Question:   On the Sudan, the Khartoum Government seems to be unhappy with both Egeland’s statements recently about ethnic cleansing in western Sudan.  Nor are they happy with the role that western NGOs and human rights organizations have been playing in that part of the country.  What are the chances that any future investigation or monitoring could be carried out strictly within the African Union?

Spokesman:  You’d have to ask the African Union that.  As for Mr. Egeland’s comments, as the Emergency Relief Coordinator, he feels an obligation to call international attention to a crisis and to describe as accurately as he can disturbing developments as he sees them.  So, I don’t think we have any apology to make as to what he has said.  The Secretary-General called attention to the situation in the Sudan in his speech to the Human Rights Commission.  It’s been described as the worst humanitarian situation in the world.  And I think it’s his obligation and it’s our obligation to call attention to it.

Question:   Would the SG be happy that the African Union, strictly the African Union would carry out investigation and monitoring?

Spokesman:  I don’t have guidance on that point, so I can’t with any authority answer it specifically, except to say I see no reason in principle why 

that shouldn’t be acceptable.  I think the Security Council might want to express its views, as well.  Mr. Abbadi?

Question:   The Secretary-General upon entering Headquarters this morning made a lot of comments on the oil-for-food programme -- two pages of transcript -- including the involvement of senior officers in this issue.  Should the Secretary-General discuss a sensitive issue which is under investigation?

Spokesman:  If you look at that transcript, he is responding to questions from journalists.  He was asked about his meeting yesterday with Benon Sevan.  Did Benon Sevan reiterate his declaration of innocence?  He said he did.  He said he expects Benon Sevan to cooperate fully with the investigation, as well as all other UN staff involved.  These are all things, I think, he is free to comment on without in any way compromising the integrity of the investigation; calling on UN staff to cooperate, saying that he looks forward to the swift conclusion of the investigation, pointing out that the work that the UN did in Iraq had a very positive effect on mortality rates, caloric intake of every single Iraqi family and that that was the result of the very hard work of a large number of UN international and local staff in Iraq.  And he said if there were, if there was wrongdoing by a few, we shouldn’t discount the positive effect of the work of the many and the very positive effect that the oil-for-food programme had on the well-being of virtually every Iraqi citizen.  Thank you very much.  

* *** *
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