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U.N. Environmental Agenda Infiltrates Boy Scouts 
By Cheryl K. Chumley (07/14/2004) 

The Boy Scouts of America’s newest merit badge is surely to include the U.N. emblem. 

That’s because this American institution has just become partners with the United Nations Environment Program, the global network that advances the radical principle of sustainable development. Defined as “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs,” this U.N. Agenda 21 principle is basically a bottomless pit of international regulation that seeks to spread its jurisdiction over all facets of human life – 39, at last count – from agriculture and the atmosphere to transportation and waste storage and disposal.

And now the Boy Scouts will help.

On July 7, UNEP signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the World Organization of the Scout Movement, committing nearly 30 million children and youth to advancing this U.N. body’s environmental agenda. The WOSM is comprised of 153 national scouting groups; BSA, with an estimated 6.24 million participants, is one of its largest affiliates, second only to Indonesia and its 8.9 million members.

There’s potential for big impact here, and with more than six million of our country’s most impressionable minds at stake, it’s imperative to realize that this partnership does not spring from any friendly, common-sense “Smokey the Bear” principle of preservation, but rather from the deep-rooted desire of the United Nations to train the next generation to favor the good of the world over the good of the separate nation or individual.

This memorandum, for instance, is the culmination of a 2002 UNEP Governing Council report outlining long-term strategies to save the environment via anti-sovereign Agenda 21 doctrine.

“Its objective is to create a global movement in which children and youth worldwide will actively participate in environmental activities. It seeks to enhance, inspire and enable the involvement of children and youth in sustainable development,” the policy report, which BSA through WOSM will now uphold, reads. “The vision is to foster a generation of environmentally conscious citizens who will better influence the decision-making process and act responsibly to create a sustainable world.”

These “environmentally conscious citizens,” six million of whom are now scouts, will learn to appreciate such U.N. ideals as personified in the Kyoto Protocol, a harmful international contract that seeks to regulate greenhouse gas emissions by restricting business and manufacturing activities, or in the Convention on Biological Diversity, another global gem that places the rights of, say, the single-cell organism on par with that of humans. 

Other Agenda 21 and sustainable development ideals that run contrary to our nation’s founding notions of a constitutional republic valuing sovereignty and individual rights can be found in the Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention on Climate Change, the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, to name a few. Environmental treaties all, these U.N. measures seek to dictate at the international level how nations develop land, grow business, use water – and that the United States has not committed via ratification to some of these regulations, no longer matters.

Grown boy scouts, trained to appreciate these very same environmental measures, most assuredly will.

Likely unwitting participants, scout leaders complying with the UNEP-WOSM Memorandum of Understanding and its accompanying long-term policy report will nonetheless help “introduce incentives for young people to participate in environmental activities” that promote the very tenets of these treaties America has so often fought or scorned, and “appropriately recognize young people who participate in UNEP’s campaigns and activities” with bronze, silver and gold certificates.

High achieving scouts, those awarded the gold for “solving environmental problems in their countries or regions,” are eligible for membership in the governing council of a UNEP body that represents the next formal level of youth brainwash, the Tunza Advisory Council. Tunza, “to treat with care or affection” in Kiswahili, is the name given the aforementioned six-year concept devised by the UNEP Governing Council in 2002 to target those between the ages of six and 30 for environmental training.

The Tunza plan aims “to include all schools, children and youth-related organizations,” and its latest success is placing the Boy Scouts of America beneath its umbrella.

The convolutions weaving youth into U.N. environmental agenda go much further. But to keep it simple, just listen for 12-year-old scouts with seemingly sudden knowledge of Kiswahili and know from where this rather obscure talent stems.                                                                                                 
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DOES THIS HAVE TO HAPPEN?
Flood control measures being taken
BODY:


Abandon the densely populated foreshore, resettle the population elsewhere and return the land to the river. NEW-AGE wisdom from an enlightened ecologist? Back-to-nature punditry from a 21st-century babu? Impractical advice from a flood-control panel chairman? None of the above, actually. Those are the words of B Chia, an 8 BC Chinese expert anointed to prepare a flood-control plan for the Yellow River. Their currency was reinforced emphatically last week, when two things happened simultaneously. One, a small tributary of the Sutlej by the name of Pareechu was dammed in the Tibetan Himalayas following a landslide. If the debris wall of stones, boulders and silt gave way, millions of cusecs of water would gush through the Sutlej valley in Himachal Pradesh. A 2002 MoU between the governments of China and India allowed adequate warning; thousands were evacuated and the valley was put on high alert. Two, in the foothills of the Himalayas, Bihar witnessed one of its worst floods in 15 years. Large swathes of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh went under water as the Brahmaputra and the Kosi - rivers originating in Tibet and Bhutan - overflowed their banks and changed their course. None of these phenomena possessed the drama and novelty of Pareechu, and the disasters made few headlines. To be fair, the response mechanism of the Union government did kick into action. It produced yet another high-powered Flood Control Task Force, which will submit its report on a flood-control strategy by December. Its recommendations are not expected to be substantially different from previous commissions' (see box, A river runs through policy), but it has also been tasked with sourcing funds for implementation of the strategy. Never-ending storyBETWEEN the floods and the task force lies the story of floods in India, pretty much an annual feature now, killing thousands and destroying property worth crores (see accompanying story, Bihar's water slide). Floods in India are partly a curse of geography: Of a total area of 329 million hectares (MHA), 40 MHA was declared flood-prone in 1980. By the 10th plan period (2002), it had expanded to 45.64 MHA, of which, the government claims, 16 MHA is protected. In all, some Rs 20,000 crore has been spent on flood control. But for all the difference it has made - or the technological, scientific and engineering tools that have been deployed - it seems the country has no imagination left to tackle the flood fatigue. The Flood Control Task Force, therefore, has a lot riding on it. Its primary challenge: To rise beyond the build-embankment knee-jerk recommendation. In Bihar, some 3,400-km of embankments were built by the mid-'80s, but the flood-prone area increased from 2.5 MHA to 6.4 MHA. If it discards the contractor-friendly solution of low-cost embankments (that resulted, in the words of a North-East expert, ''in a series of bathtubs along the Brahmaputra''), the panel has several options to consider: * It could force states to ''flood-zone'', keep the flood plains empty of people and allow the river to flow and ebb, leaving rich silt after every monsoon.* It could recommend the construction of giant reservoirs with flood cushions storing water for the lean season.* It could recognise that while the might of rivers is uncontrollable, monitoring stations and satellites could warn of cloud-bursts, flash floods, glacier-melts and landslide lakes well in advance, allowing evacuation and minimising damage. A RIVER RUNS THROUGH POLICY

GOOD intentions have never been lacking when it comes to flood control. Implementation, though, is another matter. * Policy Statement, 1954: Aimed at containing and managing floods * Supplementary Statement, 1956: Stated that immunity from floods was not possible * High Level Committee on Floods, 1957: Said all projects should consider flood-control aspects. Promoted embankments, flood-plain zoning, flood forecasting and soil conservation * Policy Statement, 1958: Stated immunity against floods was impossible. * Ministers' Committee on Flood Control, 1964: Reviewed the national policy of 1954 * Ministers' Committee on Flood and Flood Relief, 1972: Examined policy for additional storage, restricted anti-erosion works and acted to prevent encroachment of rivers * Rashtriya Barh Aayog, 1976: Evolved a coordinated, integrated approach to flood control and drew out a national plan. All recommendations were sent to state governments. * Rangachari Committee, 1996: Reviewed recommendations of RBA, identified flood damage assessment, flood-plain use, performance evaluation * National Water Policy, 2002: Drew up a master plan for flood control of flood-prone basins, flood cushion in storage basins, modernisation of flood forecasting. Emphasised no In all likelihood, the panel will suggest a mix of the above, switching tack from ''flood control'' to ''flood management''. But then, as R Rangachari - former commissioner in the Ministry of Water Resources, veteran of several panels and a member of the latest task force - says, ''As with everything else in the country, it is the implementation that is the problem, not the strategy.'' Plain talesBUT implementation has never been as important as it is now. The jury may be still out on global warming and its impact on glaciers and rivers, but two years ago, the United Nations came out with a report that could double as a script for a Hollywood disaster movie. After studying 4,000 glaciers and 5,000 glacial lakes in Nepal and Bhutan, the report warned that dozens of these water bodies could burst their seams over five years. This wasn't the first warning: Scientists at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) headquarters in Nairobi have frequently predicted intense flooding in the Himalayas over the next half-decade or so, as melting snowfields and glacier-fed mountain lakes overflow. Another report by the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development and UNEP says that 24 of 2,674 glacial lakes in Bhutan are ''potentially dangerous'', meaning that they could burst any time. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure out national borders are meaningless in such a disaster scenario. Now, consider the number of potential rogue rivers flowing into India: * The Brahmaputra, after originating in Tibet, flows through 1,700 km of foreign territory before entering India through a narrow, snowy gorge. The slope in Assam is much steeper than an aging river requires, so the heavy silt load and flood discharge extend over an area of 5,80,000 sq km.* The Kosi and Gandak in Bihar, too, flow through Nepal before crossing over into India.* The Sutlej is born in the Manasarovar and is fed by a number of tributaries in Tibet before flowing into India. * Far less publicised than Pareechu, a small river by the name of Beki in Bhutan dammed and then burst this monsoon, creating havoc in the Barpeta district of Assam.* In 2000, the Siang in Arunachal Pradesh rose by 100-120 feet, devastating four districts of the state, killing 26 and sweeping away at least three strategic bridges, totalling damages of Rs 140 crore. Initially attributed to a freak cloud-burst, the floods were later found to have been triggered by the release of excess water in the Tsang Po, as the Brahmaputra is known in China.* Almost 50 years before that, an artificial lake, formed in the Siang after a massive earthquake, burst, causing the Brahmaputra to change its course and spark one of the North-East's worst-ever floods. Being neighbourlyALL of which just goes to make a case for better cooperation on flood data between neighbouring countries. Though the pact with China helped the Centre access some information on Pareechu, the quantum leaves much to be desired. At present, India can get news on the status of the Tsang Po at three locations: Nugesha, Uangkun and Nuksia. ''We receive data from these stations via e-mail twice a day. This gives us enough time to react and take precautions,'' says A K Srivastava, executive engineer, Central Water Commission, Guwahati. It takes 20 hours for the water to flow from Nuksia to Pasighat in Arunachal Pradesh, and 16 hours for it to reach Dibrugarh. The Assam government, however, doesn't agree with Srivastava's positiveness on the India-China pact. ''The Assam government cannot write to the Chinese authorities. We thus keep pressing the Centre from time to time on the need to not just share information, but also take up joint projects, so that the Brahmaputra does not go out of control,'' says an Assam government official. India has sourced data from Nepal since 1989, from Bangladesh since 1972 and from Bhutan from the 70s. With China, even the sketchy information available on the Pareechu would not have been accessible before 2002. Apart from tapping neighbouring countries, the Centre has set up two gigantic river panels: the Ganga Flood Control Commission and the Brahmaputra Board. They were charged with drawing masterplans of the respective basins and preparing detailed reports on multi-purpose projects. The plans are in place, but there is little to show for it in the ground. Undeterred, the Centre set up a Rashtriya Badh Aayog in 1976. The mother of all commissions submitted 207 recommendations - including, for the first time, a scientific mapping of flood-prone areas with the help of detailed hydrological data. The suggestions were duly forwarded to the states for implementation but, two decades later, the Rangachari Committee found that none of the states had worked on any of the ideas. To dam or not to damTHE role of big projects in stemming floods is still controversial, though experts believe the situation downstream of the Narmada would have been much worse this monsoon if the under-construction Sardar Sarovar dam had not stored thousands of cusecs of water. The Maithon and Hirakud reservoirs, too, are said to have moderated floods. In the North-East, the Brahmaputra Board believes the problem can only be solved by building large storage dams in the upper part of the basin. Two projects - the Subansiri project and the Dihang dam - were taken up, but both are stuck at the Supreme Court. A third, the Pagladiyar dam project, has been approved by the Centre but work is yet to begin, thanks to local resistance. Located in the tribal-inhabited upper Assam region, it would bring relief to the lower Assam region. Sapta Kosi, a joint project with Nepal, is similarly stuck because while the submergence will be in Nepal, the flood benefit will come to India. ''In most cases, the flood relief happens in one area while the brunt of submergence is faced by people in the upper reaches,'' says R K Goyal, chairman, Brahmaputra Board. There is no unanimity on the usefulness of embankments either. While state governments opine that they work well, there is evidence to suggest they increase flood intensity. ''They were constructed as short-term measure and in a piecemeal manner, these are not systematically planned or designed,'' says the working paper on the 10th Plan. Since 1954, 33,000 km of embankments have been constructed and 37,000 km of drainage channels created. Because they were designed as stop-gap measures, however, no long-term hydrological data went into their construction. The force of the Kosi and Gandak, in fact, are so strong that present design of embankments has been undermined. Experts feel these structures do not allow the silt to disperse when the river is in spate. The silt accumulates on the river bed, raising the bed, leading to floods. It also distorts the gradient of the outfall points. However, the Centre still considers embankments the cheapest flood-control measure. ''It is not the embankments per se that are bad, it is the maintenance,'' says Goyal. Interlinking channelsNEW thought, though, is increasingly moving towards flood-plain zoning. This involves mapping the flood plain and then regulating land use strictly. It recognises the fact that the river will burst its banks and spill out on the flood plain. The flood plain is integral part of the river system. When it is not occupied by water, it forms part of land system allowing agriculture, urban development and other economic activities. To regulate the land use in flood plain, a draft model Bill for Flood Plain Zoning was circulated in 1975. Except for Rajasthan and Manipur, no state has moved on it. Then there is the ambitious river-linking project. While initially the Vajpayee government plan to transport water from surplus areas to deficient ones received a cold shoulder from the UPA, the project is now under review. Flood control is one of the benefits that is likely to come out of it. Experts agree that as part of the non-structural measures, nationwide flood forecasting has to be established. India currently has 139 stations for river stage forecasts and 27 for inflow forecasts. The 10th Plan has sanctioned Rs 51 crore for their upgradation, especially real-time data collection methods that will liberate them from phones and e-mails. Funding, though, is a major concern. ''Less than one per cent of the GDP is sanctioned for flood-proofing. It is not enough,'' says Rangachari. When a British irrigation expert William Willcock came to India in 1920s, he raved about a system followed in West Bengal: an intricate system of inundation canals to channelise the overflow from the river. With the population and pressures on land growing, this may be scoffed at now, but apply a dose of imagination to this, and there could be a solution. with Samudra Gupta Kashyap in Guwahati Bihar's water slidesEmbankments on Bihar's rivers have seen little maintenance. That explains the frequent floods NIRMALA GANAPATHY MUZAFFARPUR: EVERY year as the water in the Bhagmati river rises, it takes away a bit of the embankment built along it. This year, say experts, Bihar recorded the highest flood level since 1987. About 10,000 cubic water flowed through the Bhagmati river alone. Originating in the Shivpuri range, 20 km ahead of Kathmandu, the Bhagmati enters Bihar through Dheng. And each time its level rises and a bit of the embankment slips, Bihar's Sitamarhi district is flooded. The cause of these slipping embankments is not difficult to see. The last time any maintenance was done here was in 1994. ''There has been negligible maintenance on the embankments,'' agrees an official. District Magistrate Surya Kumar Mishra justifies the oversight. ''The regular maintenance of embankments has not taken place due to financial constraints and small breaches have become bigger. I think regular maintenance is one way out.'' Most of these embankments were made in 1950s, or even earlier, and are in urgent need of repair. Apart from the Bhagmati, other ice-fed Himalayan rivers like the Ghagra, Gandak, Bhure Gandak, Bhagmati, Kamla, Kosi and Mahanendu flow through Bihar. Population pressure has compounded the problem. Experts say the number of people mining sand from the embankments has increased sharply. ''The growth of population is another reason. Sand is being carried out indiscriminately by people living in the area and by contractors,'' says Dr Achintya, associate professor in the department of civil engineering at the Muzaffarpur Institute of Technology (MIT). According to MIT figures, the population density of India is 274 per sq km, while in North Bihar, it is 735/sq km. And now rodents too are joining humans in destructive digging. ''Since maintenance is not being done, rats also become a factor. They make holes and weaken the structure,'' says Achintya. A flood control report supports the theory. But there are ways to hold these embankments up. According to Achintya, maintenance combined with brick lining along the embankments will prevent erosion. But there is no single solution. ''Flood control is such a problem that there is no one and permanent solution. First of all, the river channel should be dredged. An embankment is a working solution - if built properly, it will reduce the force of the water. But the problem should also be addressed in Nepal. That's the suitable site for a dam, not Bihar,'' says Dr Arun Prakash, professor and head of MIT's civil engineering department. ''An embankment is only a temporary solution. But I think the permanent solution lies elsewhere an understanding should be reached with Nepal. The water has to be controlled at the source. And that is what the state government is trying to do,'' says Mishra, adding, ''the solution also lies with the desilting of the river bed. Otherwise, the next time the floods come, they will again break old records.'' The way the world does itINDIA may seem to have got a raw deal so far as natural calamities are concerned, but countries far wealthier and less densely populated don't seem to have too good a time of preventing floods either. Control measures, though, are well in place. A checklist: UNITED STATESOf all natural disasters, floods - caused by hurricanes, snowmelts, dam-collapses and rainfall - caused the most damage in terms of lives and property in the US in the 20th century. To limit the damage, a number of measures are institutionalised: * Construction capacity in the floodway is strictly regulated.* Property that cannot be adequately covered by flood control measures is acquired by the government for public use.* Financial and technical assistance for flood-proofing is provided by the government. Free publications are available on the subject.* The most severely damaged areas get priority consideration and assistance from state and federal sources; flood insurance programmes are in place. EUROPEFollowing the worst floods of a century in the summer of 2002, Central European countries came to a consensus on certain vital issues: * Flood plains have to be preserved, though 85 per cent has been diminished because of land utilisation.* The Mulde Concept, named after one of the worst-affected rivers, suggests making effective use of the natural flood drainage functions of the rivers, allowing farmlands to get flooded but protecting densely populated areas.* Mobile levees will take care of ancient city areas and other important sites. CHINAWith the Huang-Ho and the Yangtse-Kiang rivalling the Ganga and the Brahmaputra in terms of flooding potency, and population outstripping India's, China has seen an increasing frequency of devastating floods. The response, though, has been swift: * Plans are in place to restore reclaimed land around lakes and rivers to wetland areas. Efforts are on to control logging in the upper and middle reaches of the river, thus protecting the watershed.* Flood control statistics are standardised; a flood control and drought relief body deals with all related issues.* Dam and reservoir construction is a priority; so is training officials in flood control measures.* Accountability is a given: local administrative heads are in charge in every sense of the term if natural disaster strikes. Tanvi Saraf
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The tourism industry employs 200 million people worldwide and generates 11 percent of the world's gross domestic product. 

SOURCE: A report by the nonprofit biodiversity group Conservation International and the U.N. 
Environment Program. 
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Dust storms

4x4s replace the desert camel and whip up a worldwide dust storm: Winds carrying 3bn tonnes a year threaten environment and human health: Smothering of coral reefs: Links wwww.unep.org United Nations Environment programme guardian.co.uk/life

BYLINE: Paul Brown: Environment correspondent

BODY:
Dust storms emanating from the Sahara have increased tenfold in 50 years, contributing to climate change as well as threatening human health and destroying coral reefs thousands of miles away.

And one major cause is the replacement of the camel by four-wheel drive vehicles as the desert vehicle of choice.

Andrew Goudie, professor of geography at Oxford University, blames the process of Toyotarisation - a coinage reflecting the near-ubiquitous desert use of Toyota Land Cruisers - for destroying a thin crust of lichen and stones that has protected vast areas of the Sahara from the wind for centuries.

Four-wheel drive use, along with overgrazing and deforestation, were the major causes of the world's growing dust storm problem, the scale of which was much bigger than previously realised, Prof Goudie, master of St Cross College, told the International Geographical Congress in Glasgow yesterday. 

"I am quite serious, you should look at deserts from the air, scarred all over by wheel tracks, people driving indiscriminately over the surface breaking it up. Toyotarisation is a major cause of dust storms. If I had my way I would ban them from driving off-road."

The problem has become so serious that an estimated 2-3bn tonnes of dust is carried away on the wind each year. Storms in the Sahara transport dust high into the atmosphere and deposit it as far away as Greenland and the US.

Britain was seeing increasing levels of "blood rain" in spring that came direct from the Sahara, Prof Goudie said. From an aircraft over the Alps in summer it was possible to see the telltale colour of red dust on the mountains.

Although the storms are mainly particles of quartz, smaller than grains of sand, they also contain salt and quantities of pesticide and herbicide which can cause serious health problems. Microbe-laden dust from storms is also credited with carrying cattle diseases such as foot and mouth.

The world's largest single dust source is the Bodele depression in Chad, between an ever-shrinking Lake Chad (now a twentieth of its size in the 1960s) and the Sahara. The depression releases 1,270m tonnes of dust a year, 10 times more than when measurements began in 1947, according to Prof Goudie's research.

Taking the whole Sahara, and the Sahel to the south, dust volumes had increased four to sixfold since the 1960s. Countries worst affected were Niger, Chad, northern Nigeria, Burkina Faso, and Mauritania, the research found.

Smothering of coral reefs

But the effects went far beyond. In the Caribbean, scientists had directly linked the death of coral reefs to smothering by dust which had travelled 3,000 miles.

African dust had also found its way to Greenland, Prof Goudie said. While white ice reflected sunlight and remains frozen, the dark dust on top absorbed the sun's heat, causing the ice to melt and accelerating the raising of sea levels.

Prof Goudie said it was as yet uncertain what other effects the dust was having on the climate. The airborne dust both reflected sunlight back into space and blanketed the Earth holding the heat in. When it dropped in the sea it fertilised the plankton which absorbed carbon dioxide and cooled the ocean surface, creating fewer clouds and less rain - a vicious circle which made the dust problem worse.

Where the dust source was the dried-up bed of a salt lake or sea, salt deposited from the storms could ruin agricultural land, leading to more deserts and more dust. There might be more serious consequences for human health emerging elsewhere in the world.

The Aral Sea in central Asia had almost dried up, according to the research. Its inflowing rivers were used for irrigating cotton, causing the seabed to be contaminated by pesticide toxins which were now being blown about in the dust. People who have breathed in the dust have serious allergic reactions.

Prof Goudie also warned that climate change might cause dust problems to return to the US prairies. While improved agricultural practices, wind breaks and higher rainfall had cured the Dust Bowl of the 1930s (immortalised in John Steinbeck's novel the Grapes of Wrath), the conditions were once again similar. Dust storms were now common in the US and could lead to a disease, Valley Fever, an allergic reaction to pesticides in the dust which caused inflammation of the nose and throat, killing several people a year.

In China, extensive efforts had been made to plant trees to hold back the dust, and increases in rainfall had also helped, the study found. However, large dust storms were still emanating from the vast deserts in the north, which included the Lopnor nuclear test site - raising fears that storms could interfere with the 2008 Olympics in Beijing and might contain radioactive particles. The Chinese have said they were confident this would not happen.
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Glaciers Shrink, But Some Resist Global Warming
OSLO - Glaciers are melting faster than before in some regions from the Arctic to the Alps but others are getting bigger, scientists said. 

They are unable to crack the conundrum of why certain glaciers may be more resilient to global warming, though one reason could be that melting sea ice falls back to earth as snow and so causes some of the ice mountains to grow. 

"It's too early to say if glacier melting is accelerating worldwide" compared to U.N. forecasts in 2001, Jeffrey Kargel of the U.S. Geological Survey told a seminar on glaciers in Oslo. "In some areas it is, but the picture is mixed." 

The scientists said a retreat of glaciers will push up sea levels, threatening to swamp low lying areas from Bangladesh to the Netherlands, and affect everything from ski resorts to agriculture and hydropower production. 

Many glaciers are apparently melting because of rising temperatures - glaciers in the Alps have shrunk by more than 20 percent in the past two decades. 

"In the Alps the rate is definitely accelerating," said Andreas Kaab of the University of Zurich. 

Around the Arctic, many glaciers in Canada and parts of Alaska are also retreating faster than in the past. But some in Norway have even grown while others in Alaska are stable. 

One reason for glacier growth may be that rising temperatures melt sea ice that is sucked up into clouds as moisture, some of which falls as snow. 

The Briksdalsbreen glacier in west Norway, for instance, grew about 400 meters in the late 1990s before a recent retreat. 

ARCTIC CONFUSION 

"An accelerating melting has been observed in parts of the Arctic - Canada and Alaska," said John Ove Hagen, a glacier expert at the University of Oslo. "But it's not the same around the Arctic." 

U.N. studies project that emissions of greenhouse gases, from cars, power plants and factories, may drive up global temperatures by 1.4-5.8 Celsius (3-12 F) by 2100. 

That will contribute to melt glaciers with U.N. studies indicating that sea levels could rise by about 30-50 cms by 2100, threatening many coastal regions and low-lying islands like Tuvalu in the Pacific. 

But the studies indicate that the main stores of frozen water on land, in Antarctica and Greenland, are unlikely to melt much in the coming century - their vast volumes of ice act as a deep freeze. 

Story by Alister Doyle 

Story Date: 23/8/2004 
BBC

Mystery of Wales turtle 'solved' 
Scientists think they may at last know why the world's largest leatherback turtle was washed up on a Welsh beach. 
The 9ft-long creature was found near Harlech - more than 7,500km from its birthplace in the West Indies. 

According to a report in BBC Wildlife magazine new research suggests that leatherbacks should be viewed as a British species which simply visits the Caribbean to breed. 

Five of the world's seven turtle species can be seen off the UK coast. 

The Harlech leatherback has been put on display at the National Museums and Galleries of Wales in Cardiff. 

It weighs 144 stone and, at 100 years old, it was the oldest recorded turtle as well as the largest. 

Sadly, it was found dead in 1988 after it drowned whilst trapped by fishing lines. 

More and more Leatherbacks are being spotted around the coast of Britain and Ireland, suggesting the turtles are trawling our waters for their favourite food - jellyfish. 

Since the Welsh discovery, marine ecologists at Swansea University and University College Cork used satellite-tracking systems to follow 10 leatherbacks from their nesting sites in the tropics. 

Re-classification 
Contrary to expectations, the tracking showed that the turtles did not stay long in the Caribbean, but spend most of their time in food-rich northern waters, including those around the British Isles. 

More work on the study is now underway in the Irish Sea but Peter Richardson, of the Marine Conservation Society, hopes it will lead to leatherbacks being re-classified as British - so improving the species' chances of survival. 

Turtle numbers have been in serious decline worldwide because of coastal redevelopment, egg-snatching, pollution and fishing. 

Long-line fishing alone is believed to kill around 50,000 leatherback turtles a year when they become accidentally caught on hooks. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

BBC

Avian flu 'discovered in pigs' 
Scientists in China say they have discovered a highly virulent strain of bird flu virus in pigs. 
An official at the China National Avian Flu Reference Laboratory said the H5N1 virus strain had been found in pigs at several farms in the country. 

More than 20 people died and almost 200 million birds were culled during a flu epidemic in Asia earlier this year. 

The spread to pigs has yet to be confirmed, but there could be serious implications for human health if it is. 

The World Health Organization said that if the pigs were harbouring both bird and human flu viruses, the two strains could interact to create a strain capable of transferring easily to humans. 

New development 
Chinese scientist Chen Hualan first announced the existence of bird flu in pigs during a conference speech on Friday. 

She later told journalists that the virus had been discovered in pigs in south-east China's Fujian province in 2003, and in "another place" in 2004. 

Officials at both the WHO and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said they were unaware of the new development until Ms Chen's comments. 

"I think it's something we've long warned can happen. I don't think we're shocked, but we need more details," WHO spokesman Roy Wadia told the French news agency AFP. 

The deadly H5N1 strain of bird flu is currently capable of spreading from poultry to people, but the incidence of cross-species transfer is relatively rare and so far there have been no cases of human-to-human transfer. 

There is a fear that, if it has spread to pigs, the virus could mutate and form a strain that could then readily transfer to humans. 

But the WHO cautions that a lot more information is needed before an accurate risk assessment can be made. 

For one thing, it is not yet clear whether the pigs are actually infected with the virus, or have merely come into contact with it. 

Pigs can pick up viruses in their snouts from sniffing at the ground, but this does not mean they actually have the disease. 

In an earlier outbreak, nasal swabs from pigs in Vietnam tested positive for bird flu, but blood tests proved that they were not actually infected. 

"If we found [the virus] in the nostril, a superficial part of the body, it would not be as significant. If we found it in an organ, say the lungs, that would be significant," FAO spokesman Juan Lubroth told AFP. 

Pressing problem 
Meanwhile bird flu continues to plague many parts of Asia. 

It ravaged poultry flocks throughout the region earlier this year, and caused the deaths of 27 people in Vietnam and Thailand. 

A further three people are said to have died from the disease in Vietnam earlier this month. 

Malaysia is the latest country to report the incidence of the disease in its poultry flock. 

Officials announced earlier this week that the H5N1 strain had been found, prompting Singapore to ban all poultry imports from Malaysia with immediate effect. 
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UN or UNEP in the news

Certificates been presented to the participants of “Training the Trainers Workshop for Customs Officers on Import Monitoring and Control of Ozone Depleting Substances”.
MaldivesInfo (press release), Maldives - Aug 20, 2004 - Certificates have been presented to the participants of the “Training the Trainers Workshop for Customs Officers on Import Monitoring and Control of Ozone Depleting Substances”, which was held at the Maldives Customs Services.
The Deputy Minister of Atolls Development, Ms. Fathimath Sheereen Abdulla, presented the certificates in the closing ceremony held last night. Sessions were conducted on the types of ozone depleting substances and import prevention measures and on the identification of such substances.
Equipment to be used in this process was handed over to the Customs by the Environment Research Centre. The Executive Director of Customs Services, Mr. Ibrahim Zuhair, received them.
The workshop and the equipment will enhance the capacity of Customs in identifying and monitoring such substances. The Environment Research Centre says that the workshop was held as part of the activities under the Refrigerant Management Plan, organised jointly by the United Nations Environment Programme.
The sessions of the workshop were conducted by experts from UNEP and the Indian National Academy of Customs and Excise and Narcotics.
http://news.google.com/news?hl=en&ned=us&q=UNEP&ie=UTF-8&scoring=d 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

22 August 2004

Saudi Arabia

Move to Promote Wildlife Awareness Among Children
The Kingdom is seeking to promote awareness of environment and wildlife conservation among the region’s children.

The National Commission for Wildlife Conservation and Development (NCWCD) will come out with a new design for the children’s supplement of its “Al-Wudaihi” quarterly magazine to attract their attention. Al-Wudaihi is the first environmental magazine to be published in the region. 

“Children are the future generation who would take up the challenges in the field of wildlife conservation and development and by educating the student population on wildlife conservation, the Kingdom will reap good rewards,” NCWCD Secretary-General Dr. Abdulaziz Abu Zinada told Arab News.

He added that the next issue of the Al-Wudaihi which will be published in early September will have a new look to attract the children and encourage them to read more on these subjects.

The special children’s issue will be distributed in schools in the Kingdom and abroad, he said, adding the publication would solicit contributions from children in the 5-16 age group.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=1&section=0&article=50051&d=18&m=8&y=2004
UAE

Ajman residents complain spread of rodents, insects

The massive spread of rodents and different kinds of insects including bed bugs, house flies and mosquitoes in residential, commercial and industrial areas has become a public health hazard in the emirate. 

Mohammed Al Khaja, a resident in Al Jarf area told Khaleej Times that garbage and waste which is still being dumped at sites close to the residential areas has attracted a lot of insects and rodents to the area, posing a threat to public health. People who are allergic to certain insect bites are suffering from allergic reactions to their bites and stings.

Mr Khaja said that several complaints were filed with the municipality about the spread of these insects and rodents that is caused by the accumulated trash but no action was taken by the civic body.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/august/theuae_august497.xml

Sharjah civic body plans to utilise construction waste
As part of its environment plan, Sharjah Municipality is planning to convert a large amount of the construction waste into valuable material for road pavement and various other uses. 

Eng. Yahya R. Al Baloushi, Head of Environmental Protection Section (EPS) at Sharjah Municipality, told Khaleej Times that the waste management plan would also include hospital and industrial wastes, used automobile tyres, hazardous liquid and solid based industrial wastes, which have to be handled with great care.

Following the inauguration of Sharjah’s liquid industrial waste treatment facility with latest state-of-the-art mechanism, the municipality is now already in its final stage to implement an innovative treatment plant for medical wastes, using modern non-burn technology for infectious part of such wastes, Mr Al Baloushi said, clarifying that the rest of non-infectious part of the medical waste like radioactive and hazardous materials within hospitals, would be segregated, managed and safely disposed according to acceptable international standards
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2004/august/theuae_august484.xml
Palestine 

	Menace of pollution catching up with Palestinians

 Contaminants coming from Israel to the Palestinian territories, a prime source of pollution, are carried by westerly winds from industrial areas in Israel


 http://www.jerusalem-times.net/article/news/details/detail.asp?id=590&edition=543   
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon.  Welcome to our guests from North Africa.

We’ll start with Sudan.

**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, travelled to South Darfur early this morning.  He met with the state Governor in Nyala and then went to Kalma camp for internally displaced persons, where he is meeting with humanitarian workers.  Nyala and the surrounding area, including the Kalma camp, are among the areas the Government of Sudan is to make safe and secure by the end of August in accordance with the Darfur Plan of Action.
Yesterday evening, Pronk and the Sudanese Foreign Minister, Mustafa Ismail, co-chaired the fourth meeting of the Joint Implementation Mechanism.  At that meeting, the Government of Sudan presented the measures it is taking to implement the Plan of Action, including the deployment of 2,000 police between 10 and 20 August, the redeployment of armed forces to avoid direct contact with civilians and IDPs, and the identification of militia in the areas identified under the Action Plan, over whom the Government has influence.  The Foreign Minister indicated that the names and numbers of the militia would be provided shortly.  They also discussed the Government’s human rights commitments and the upcoming mission of a joint delegation to all three states of Darfur from 26 to 28 August.

On the humanitarian side, the United Nations refugee agency, or UNHCR, is reporting that the continuing insecurity in Darfur could drive some 30,000 people into Chad, a new influx that could strain the agency’s ability to care for the refugees in its swelling camps.  According to a UNHCR spokesman, representatives of some 30,000 displaced persons in Masteri, a large village in West Darfur, told the UNHCR team that if they do not get international security guarantees, they will all cross over into Chad as soon as the rain-swollen river that marks the border with Sudan dries up.

Further information is available in a press release upstairs.

**Côte d’Ivoire
On Cote d’Ivoire, the Secretary-General sent to the Security Council yesterday the first report of the Monitoring Group on the Accra III Agreement on Côte d’Ivoire.  The tripartite body, made up of representatives of the Economic Community of West African States, the African Union and the United Nations mission in Côte d’Ivoire, reported on three significant steps taken by the Government to implement Accra III.  They cited two official decrees related to the reinstatement of the three dismissed ministers to their previous posts and a third decree delegating specific powers to the Prime Minister.
Copies of the report are available in English and in French on the racks.
**UNHCR/Afghanistan
The High Commissioner for Refugees, Ruud Lubbers, says he remains very concerned at the deterioration of the security situation in some parts of Afghanistan.  Earlier this week, fighting in Herat prompted the United Nations refugee agency to suspend its daily repatriation convoys from Iran.  This forced the agency to provide emergency help to some 13,000 stranded returnees in Iran and Afghanistan, with thousands more stranded in transit camps in Herat.
Lubbers notes with concern that this week’s temporary suspension of UNHCR-assisted convoys and other recent security problems in Afghanistan have coincided with an upsurge in the numbers of refugees wanting to go home.  He stresses that those who have made the brave choice to return home deserve peace and security.  We have more information in the UNHCR briefing notes from Geneva.
**Afghanistan
Also from Afghanistan, the United Nations Mission there reports that yesterday evening there was a series of explosions at the offices of the electoral authority in the province of Farah.  Seven police officers were reportedly wounded, two of them seriously.  Inside the compound, the three international staff and the local radio operator escaped without injury.  Widespread damage is reported in the building and to a number of vehicles that were in the car park.  An investigation into the bombing is currently under way.
**Somalia Swearing-In Ceremony
A swearing-in ceremony for the transitional federal government of the SomaliRepublic will take place this weekend, on Sunday, at the United Nations Offices in Nairobi, Kenya.  The Somali National Reconciliation Conference has been going on in Kenya for the past 22 months, and it’s now in the last stages of selection of members of the new National Assembly.
If you’d like more details, we have the contact numbers of a spokesman of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development, which has been sponsoring this Conference.
**DRC/Burundi
The Security Council held consultations yesterday afternoon on the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and in Burundi, during which members were briefed on developments in the region by the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guéhenno.
Speaking to the press after the consultations, Guéhenno said that in the aftermath of the massacre of refugees at the Gatumba camp in Burundi, and following inflammatory statements by political and military leaders, there was a real threat of a spiral of violence in the region.  He called for all actors to step away from the brink of war, to exercise restraint and to seek justice rather than revenge.
Asked about the Secretary-General’s request to the Security Council to authorize an increase of 13,100 troops for the United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, he said he hoped there would be a number of countries prepared to provide those troops, especially specialized units in the area of intelligence, which could provide better information about troop movements in the vast territory of the DRC.
The report on the United Nations mission in the Congo is out on the racks today.  The Council is due to take up the matter next Wednesday.
**WFP/Burundi
On the food situation in Burundi, the World Food Programme today says it’s providing food to the wounded and other survivors of the Gatumba camp massacre, and that it’s ready to help refugees from the Democratic Republic of the Congo when they are transferred to safer sites.  It adds that it’s been feeding tens of thousands of refugees who fled into Burundi from the DRC –- with 1,000 tonnes of food aid delivered to the Congolese refugees since June –- but the extra load is hampering its capacity to cover food needs for Burundi from September through January.  And we have more in the WFP press release.
**DRC Human Rights Expert
The new independent expert on the situation of human rights in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Titinga Frederic Pacere, will undertake his first official mission to the country from this Sunday until 2 September.  With this visit, he aims at carrying out a first assessment of the current situation of human rights there, and to establish positive working relations with the Government and with national civil society.
We have a press release, which contains details of his schedule.  He is due to present his findings and recommendations in an interim report to the General Assembly in October.
**African Peace-Building
We have upstairs two press releases from United Nations peace-building offices in Africa.  The first, from the United Nations Office in the Central African Republic, concerns an initiative run by the United Nations and the local electoral commission to encourage Central Africans to sign up for the electoral lists.  And the other is from the United Nations office Guinea-Bissau, in which it expresses its concern at the current verbal escalation among the political actors in the country.  The United Nations office calls on all political actors to show restraint and to settle all disputes in a peaceful manner, as provided for by the law.  Both documents are available upstairs.
**OCHA/Bangladesh Update
The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that the situation in Bangladesh remains dire in flood-stricken areas, with many areas still under water.  Acute shortages of seeds seriously threaten the rice harvest, and the number of new cases of diarrhoea and other communicable diseases is increasing.  Nevertheless, agencies are continuing their relief work.  For example, the World Food Programme has already distributed almost 13,000 metric tons of food; and UNICEF -- the United Nations Children’s Fund -- has contributed 11 million water purification tablets.
We expect to have more on this in a press release shortly, available from my office.
**UNESCO on Journalist Murder
UNESCO has condemned the murder of Iyer Balanadarajah, better known as Sinna Baia, a reporter of the Tamil weekly Thinamurasu.  UNESCO’s Director-General, Koïchiro Matsuura, has called for a full investigation of the killing -– the second assassination of a journalist in Sri Lanka this year.  We have a UNESCO press release on that.
**Appointment of Mercenary Rapporteur
The United Nations Commission on Human Rights has appointed Ms. Shaista Shameem, of Fiji, as the new Special Rapporteur on the use of mercenaries as a means of impeding the exercise of the right of people to self-determination.  Shameem currently serves as the Director of the Fiji Human Rights Commission, and has been a fervent activist in the South Pacific region on human rights.  We have more on that appointment upstairs.
**UNAIDS/Bollywood
UNAIDS has hailed a new Indian film as a major contribution in the fight against the pandemic of AIDS and the ignorance, fear, stigma and discrimination in the workplace that surround it.  The film – “Phir Milenge” –- is about a successful career woman, who suddenly learns that she is HIV-positive.
UNAIDS says it’s an extremely significant fact that Bollywood is joining the struggle against the epidemic and helping to break the silence that surrounds the disease.  The Bollywood industry is huge:  it produces some 800 films a year and on any given day, 15 million Indians watch such movies.  An estimated 5.1 million Indians are living with AIDS, the highest number in a single country outside South Africa.  We have more on that in a press release.
**Locust Update
A locust update, Western Africa.  Swarms have been reported for the first time in northern Nigeria and Cape Verde; crop damage has also been reported in Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger and Chad.
The Food and Agriculture Organization warns that unless young locusts in southern Mauritania are sprayed quickly with insecticide, a new generation of mature locusts will take to the skies in the coming weeks and wreak even greater damage on crops throughout the region.  FAO now says the cost of controlling the locust invasion has been put at $100 million –- up from the initial $9 million that FAO first appealed for in February.
**UN Disability Convention Meeting
The United Nations committee that’s drafting the first-ever international convention on the rights of people with disability is holding its two-week meeting here at Headquarters starting Monday, and that will be in Conference Room 4.  The General Assembly Ad Hoc Committee on a Comprehensive and Integral International Convention on Protection and Promotion of the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities -– that’s the committee’s full name –- will tackle issues such as the convention’s title, its structure and its definition.
The 25-article convention will create a legally binding framework for promoting the rights of the world’s 600 million people with disabilities.  There are also various side-events and panels planned; and for more on this, we have a press release upstairs with details.
**Security Costs
In answer to a question that was raised yesterday about the amount of money that the United Nations is spending on security, we can say that total security resources approved for the current two-year budget (2004-2005) -– that’s the United Nations regular budget -- and for the Office of the United Nations Security Coordinator initially amounted to about $160 million, and that was at the start of 2004.  Recent increases approved in June 2004 amount to $85 million, including over $60 million of one-time capital costs.
**Notes on Personnel Wounded in Baghdad and Week Ahead
We also put out yesterday afternoon, an updated note on the status of personnel that were wounded in the August 19th attack a year ago.  And we have the Week Ahead for you at the United Nations to help you in your coverage for next week.
Any questions?
**Questions and Answers

Question:  On Darfur, do you have a general sense of the health indicators, mortality rates and malnutrition there?  Are you seeing signs of basic improvement?

Spokesman:  Let me try to get something for you.  As you know, since the Accra III Agreement -– no, not the Accra, the Darfur Plan of Action and the joint communiqué that the Secretary-General signed with the Government after his visit there -- access for humanitarian workers has improved considerably.  It has not been a hundred per cent, but there has been a big improvement on getting international workers in and getting relief supplies in.  And we have been reporting to you about some dramatic efforts by the World Food Programme to airdrop food to Darfur, since the rains have made many roads there inaccessible.

But with the continuing movement of threat of movement of people out of Darfur into Chad -– in fact, the three Darfur provinces themselves are larger than France, we are talking about a huge area -– it is very possible that the aid effort has not uniformly reached all those in need.  So I think it’s probably a complex situation, but I will ask OCHA to give us the latest for you after the briefing.

Question:  Just to follow-up, you have mentioned that Khartoum had presented a plan of action –- do you have it on paper?

Spokesman:  We’ll see if we received that by cable overnight from the Department of Political Affairs and whether we can make that available to you.

[The copy plan of action was not received.]

Question:  Yesterday, Mr. Guéhenno mentioned that a report on the causes of the massacre in the Gatumba camp would be ready early next week.  I wonder if we can have any interim findings on that.  Do you have any idea as to when next week the report will be done and how it will be presented?
Spokesman:  I don’t think we would want to say anything before that report came out.  And we’ll try to find out more precisely from Mr. Guéhenno when that report is expected next week.

Question:  The film –- “Phir Milenge” -– is it a feature film that is trying to help raise funds for AIDS?
Spokesman:  Yes.  That is my understanding.

Question:  Is this the first approach from the Indian Government and film industry, or were there other films before?

Spokesman:  No, I think this is a first, and that is why the UNAIDS is praising it.  I don’t think the Government is involved -- I think it’s private industry.  There is an article on the United Nations Web site today if you want to check that, based on the information provided by UNAIDS.  You can also call UNAIDS if you want more information.

OK, I am going off for two weeks now.  I will miss you very much.  Stéphane Dujarric will be in charge in my absence, and I will see you after Labour Day.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Agenda" ��American Daily - U.N. Environmental Agenda Infiltrates Boy Scouts� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Floodcontrolmeasures" ��Indian Express - Flood control measures being taken�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Tourism" ��The Washington Post - The tourism industry employs�
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