[image: image1.png]United Nations Environment Programme

Bl suaiall ool el - BAFFHMUE
PROGRAMME DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LENVIRONNEMENT + PROGRAMA DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA EL MEDIO AMBIENTE
MPOMPAMMA OPTAHM3ALIMW OB BEOMHEHHBIX HALMIA MO OKPYXKAIOLWEN CPEOE





 

THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE NEWS

Monday, 23 December 2002



Other Environment-related News

· BBC - Endangered whales win  right of way
· ENS - Faith Groups Begin to Embrace Sustainability
· ENS - End in Sight for Single hull Oil Tankers 

· ENN -  Britain acknowledges concerns about planes' environmental impact

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions

· ROAP

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "ROWA" 

ROWA


Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing for Friday 20 December 2002

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "Highlights" 

U.N. Highlights of 20 December 2002

Terra Green Journal

'Cinderella' science

By Suvira Srivastav
           Indian scientists will soon have a million-dollar magnifying 'scoop', to decipher the role of tens of

           thousands of small organisms that live just millimetres below our feet. The scientific opportunity has

           reached their doorsteps courtesy a 26-million-dollar project? Conservation and sustainable

           management of below-ground biodiversity. The project will help scientists of seven tropical countries

           (Brazil, Cote d'Ivoire, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, and Uganda) to go below the ground and

           explore the earth for the largest source of untapped life forms. 

           Till date, only 5% of the world's fungi, merely 400 bacteria,  approximately 15 000 unsegmented worm (nematode) species, 1900 protozoa, 2000 termite, 3600 earthworms, and 9000 ants have  been described by scientists studying soil biology. It is thought  that most of these organisms may be almost double this number in  the wild. Mr Ahmed Djoghlaf, head of the UNEP/GEF (United Nations Environment Programme/Global Environment Facility), based in Nairobi, Kenya, feels that there is a great need to study, assess, classify, and record these life forms. This is because 'intense agriculture and the clearing of forests for farmland is           contributing to the threat of their extinction. So we may be losing   many important and useful species from the world's soils without even knowing it'. 

The project will help unravel the secrets of world's soils that are  teeming with life. Scientists are convinced that unravelling the  secrets of how these organisms operate may be the key to  restoring the fertility of damaged and degraded lands. It is this role of acting as 'biological ploughs and suppliers of key nutrients' that           has intrigued scientists and triggered the new UNEP/GEF project.

Professor Mike Swift, Director of the Nairobi-based TSBFI (Tropical Soil Biology and Fertility Institute) feels that what we know is just the tip of the iceberg. He opines that the difficulty in actually seeing what is there is one of the reasons for underground biodiversity to be regarded as a 'Cinderella' subject of the natural world. 

But now, Indian scientists have all the more reason to rejoice: recently, a collaborative effort between scientists and cultivators has helped tea plantations in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu to increase productivity. The re-introduction of earthworms in these plantations escalated the yield by 282% and profits by 5500 dollars per hectare, per year. The UNEP project, it is hoped, will replicate  such efforts in many other parts of the country, making us more aware of the wiggly worms or the  teeny microbes under our feet.

________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

December 20, 2002, Friday 

UNEP helps Seychelles on chemical management 

      VICTORIA, Dec. 20 (Xinhua) -- The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) on Friday launched here a 16,000-US-dollar project to help chemical users in the Indian Ocean Archipelago to surf internet in search of  information of safe use of chemical. 

Cyrille-Lazare, a consultant on chemicals who is based in the Geneva office of UNEP, told Xinhua that the      fund will be used to buy computers, finance the training of personnel and pay connection fees to an internet      service provider for a period of 24 months. He said that UNEP also has plans to implement such projects in      other countries. 

      Marie Zanowick, an engineer of the US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) which also takes part in  the project, said that access to the wealth of information on chemicals and pesticides available on the      internet is critical to building capacity for sound management of chemicals. 

      "Seychelles has put in a significant amount of effort towards chemical management. We have enacted      legislation on pesticide control and produced codes of practice for handling hazardous substances," said      Jude Florentine, director of Seychelles Environment Assessment and Pollution Control. 

He commended UNEP and USEPA for contributing towards the launching of the project, saying they had      greatly helped Seychelles in moving further in its related endeavors. 

      He said that the equipment provided by UNEP would be disbursed to sectors involved in chemical      management within the island nation. ________________________________________________________________________________________

Duluth News-Tribune 

December 22, 2002 Sunday 

Down to Earth;        Group wants tougher outboard motor standards 

The Bluewater Network has petitioned the Environmental Protection Agency to begin a formal rule-making  process to raise emission standards for marine outboard motors to match California's standards. 

      The San Francisco-based environmental group also requested that the EPA establish a corporate average  emissions cap and require emissions labels and mufflers on all new marine engines. 

      Currently, California's marine engine regulations are much stronger than their EPA counterparts. In 1998, the  California Air Resources Board adopted regulations that achieve the EPA's 2006 standards for hydrocarbons  and nitrogen oxide by 2001. Those pollutants are key components of ground-level smog. Marine engines sold  in California will achieve a 20 percent reduction from EPA 2006 standards by model year 2004, and a 65   percent reduction by 2009. Marine engines meeting California's new regulations by 2008 will emit two-thirds  less pollution than engines meeting the EPA's standards. 

      Bluewater Network also asked the EPA to address boat noise. 

      The Izaak Walton League of America and the U.S. Forest Service are renewing a partnership to restore and protect rivers, streams and important fisheries habitat in the National Forest system. 

      "We look forward to continuing our long partnership with the Izaak Walton League," said Dale Bosworth, chief of the U.S. Forest Service. "Maintaining our streams and the aquatic populations dependent upon them in   support of conservation and recreational opportunities is one of our strategic goals and this agreement will  help us achieve that goal." 

      The agreement clears the way for the league and its more than 300 chapters to join Forest Service staff in  monitoring streams, lakes and wetlands in national forests. 

      The partnership also will make it easier to improve fish habitat, improve drainage, surface roads and trails,  catalog wetlands and restore abandoned mine lands. 

      Health, consumer and environmental groups from around the world have expressed support for the United Nations report recommendations to not delay international actions to reduce global mercury pollution. 

      The recently released United Nations Environmental Program's Global Mercury Assessment report

      recommends that "A sufficient understanding has been developed of mercury ... that international action to  address the global adverse impacts of mercury should not be delayed." 

      "In its report to the U.N. Governing Council, the Global Mercury Assessment Working Group has concluded  that there is sufficient evidence of the international adverse impacts to human health and the environment  to warrant global action," said Michael T. Bender, director of the Mercury Project and a representative of the Ban Mercury Work Group, a coalition of 28 nongovernmental organizations from around the world. 

      Bender participated as a stakeholder in U.N. Working Group. The 270-page UNEP mercury report describes  the extent of concerns regarding the adverse impacts of the toxin: "Mercury has caused a variety of  documented, significant adverse impacts on human health and the environment throughout the world.   Mercury and its compounds are highly toxic, especially to the developing nervous system ... Human exposure  to mercury can result from a variety of pathways, including, but not limited to, consumption of fish,  occupational and household uses, dental amalgams and mercury-containing vaccines." 

      Bend advocates the U.N. Governing Council developing a legally binding international treaty on mercury at an  upcoming meeting in Nairobi. 

      The UNEP Global Mercury Report is available at: www.chem.unep.ch/mercury/Report/Final 

      The Mercury Policy Project and the Basel Action Network helped form the Ban Mercury Working Group. For  more information, go to www.ban.org/Ban-Hg-Wg
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Today's Parent 

January, 2003 

Global warning: there's no doubt the climate is changing. But did you know that kids feel it the

      most? Here's what needs to be done to ensure your children inherit a living planet 

      Cindy Diamond knew the floods in the spring of 1997 were going to be  terrible when whitecaps blew over the sandbags on top of the dike around   her farm in southern Manitoba. The bowl-shaped dike, nearly 800 feet high,   wasn't robust enough to keep back the fury of the Red River. Diamond fled 

      the deluge, taking her six-week-old son, Remington, and her six-year-old   daughter, Caitlyn, and leaving her husband, Sean, behind to man the pump.   Eventually, he too was forced out and the inexorable force of the Red blew  out the windows of their home, filled up their basement and destroyed  their foundation. 

      By the time they got back a few months later, thousands of mice had taken   up residence in their home, lured by the dry goods the family had stored on the main floor. Diamond didn't know how she could ever live there   again. ''It's an incredible thing. Until you've been through it, it's very hard to  describe,'' she says, remembering the panic of evacuating. ''And then you  come back and find your home is not your home any more. I said to my  husband: 'How am I going to get past this?' '' 

      Extreme weather like the flood that forced the Diamonds and 20,000 other  Manitobans out of their homes that spring is becoming much more common,  scientists say. Drought, heat waves, blizzards, ice storms and tornadoes   are all part of climate change, along with polluted air and increased   incidences of asthma and other diseases that trouble children. As Cindy  Diamond found out racing ahead of the floods with her children, that makes   it a crucial issue for parents. 

      [Graph Not Transcribed] 

      Climate change is caused by greenhouse gas pollution in the atmosphere,  which -- like the clear glass walls of a greenhouse -- traps heat next to   the Earth. It has especially dire consequences for kids. (The hole in the   ozone layer, which makes kids so prone to sunburn today, is not related to  global warming. It was caused by man-made chlorofluorocarbons, or CFCs,   which have been banned worldwide; the hole is now healing itself.) Last    May, the United Nations Environment Programme, UNICEF and the World Health  Organization (WHO) put out a report pleading for world leaders to take  this into account. ''People are most vulnerable in their youngest years,''   said Gro Harlem Brundtland, WHO director-general. ''This means that children must be at the centre of our response to unhealthy environments.'' 

      The good news is there are things we can do to stem the tide of climate  change and help turn this situation around for generations to come. With a   little imagination and a good, hard look at our habits and assumptions, we  can all do our part to make sure that by the time today's toddlers leave  high school, the planet is a much safer place to live (see ''What You Can   Do,'' p. 132). We'll have to tackle it with the same creativity that we   fight for good public education and a sound health-care system for our   kids. Acting now and over the next several years will make a huge  difference. 

      First, here's what you need to know. 

      CLIMATE AND KIDS 

      Kids are more vulnerable to bizarre episodes of unpredictable weather. They  are easier to sweep away in a flood or tornado, more affected by extreme   heat. And their smaller bodies and less mature immune systems will be  harder hit by the diseases that accompany higher temperatures and terrible  water. 

      Even more immediate is the effect of air pollution on their lungs. The  longer and hotter a summer is, the more air pollution kids have to contend   with. These ''bad air days'' -- and there are more and more every summer  -- inflame the tissue of the lungs and eventually cause permanent damage.   Bad air is a trigger for asthma attacks, one of the reasons hospital  admissions for children with breathing problems have risen dramatically in Canada over the past decade. 

      Children are harder hit than adults, according to the Canadian Institute of Child Health (CICH), because compared to adults, they tend to take in more  air -- and therefore more toxins -- in proportion to their body weight. 

      A recent study in the European Respiratory Journal explained that the tiny  particles released into the atmosphere from diesel-fuel burning vehicles  such as trucks increase asthma attacks and hospital admissions in children. Worse still, it found that they can even put children at risk of  developing chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. In effect, the particles  stunt the growth of children's lungs and make them vulnerable to early, chronic lung disease. 

      [Graph Not Transcribed] 

      The risks become greater the more the climate changes. A report published  by the Commission for Environmental Co-operation earlier this year warns  that like adults, children in Canada could fall victim to mosquito-borne   malaria and water-borne cholera. (The mosquito-carried West Nile virus is   not related to climate change. But over time, as the climate warms, Canada  will have more mosquitoes, and that will affect the spread of the virus.)  As well, there may be problems with food production, as grain crops  succumb to drought and pestilence and the marine food chain collapses   further. 

      Canada and other countries far from the equator stand to be among the  hardest hit by warming. Those in the middle and north of the continent  will feel it most. Already, the ice at Canada's northern shore is melting   faster than scientists would have imagined just five years ago. Polar  bears are starving. Houses are sinking into the earth as the Arctic  permafrost melts. Families in the far north are struggling to adapt to  radically new patterns of gathering food. The consequences of rising sea   levels wll also be severe. They include a greater risk of flooding along Canada's coasts, the creation of terrific breeding sites for mosquitoes  and sullied fresh water sources. 

      THE WORK TO BE DONE 

      It's time for action. Climate change is a huge international problem, but   if everyone gets to work we can help keep it under control. 

      The blueprint is in parts of the European Union, where governments have   found smart ways of cutting down on greenhouse gas emissions. In the  Netherlands, for example, they're working out how to make sure every home   has its own backyard power source, drawn from the clean wind or sun, to       cut down each household's emissions from fossil fuels. In Sweden, the car  manufacturer Saab gives you a windmill when you buy an electric car so you  can fill the car up with wind power at home. In Germany, there's so much  recycling of household and industrial waste that greenhouse-gas-producing  landfills will soon be obsolete. The typical North American argument that  implementing these changes would cripple our economies simply doesn't  wash, by the way, as none of these countries is in financial trouble. In       the Netherlands, the economy is better now than it was before the drive to  cut emissions started. In fact, the Netherlands can now market its smart  new technology to other countries at a profit. 

      We're not there yet. Canada is one of the three dirtiest greenhouse-gas  polluters, per capita, in the world, along with the United States and  Australia. That's partly because it's a big, cold country with lots of  need for transportation and heating. But it's also because we haven't  figured out how to stop wasting so much energy keeping ourselves  comfortable and mobile. Case in point: our love affair with large,  fossil-fuel burning cars. Compared to more energy-savvy societies, we've  been slow to implement efficient modes of public transportation, or to embrace smaller, smarter vehicles. And our industrial sectors are only  beginning to clean up their acts with costly retrofits, even though they  can get their money back in lower energy costs in the medium term. That's  why at press time it was taking our federal government so long to ratify  the Kyoto Protocol, which, unfortunately, is only a small symbolic step on  the road to a cleaner environment. 

      But we have made some progress. Cities and towns are starting to refit  municipal buildings to use less energy. That can be as simple as  installing lights that turn out when everyone leaves the room, or planting 

      trees around the city hall to let nature's shade cool it off during the  summer heat. Local governments love the changes because cutting emissions  also saves taxpayer dollars. The Federation of Canadian Municipalities   figures it could easily provide a quarter of Canada's commitment to Kyoto  with lots of these small changes. 

      If countries pull together and mount a global campaign to stop climate  change, the possibilities are endless. William Fyfe, a professor emeritus at the University of Western Ontario is one of the world's great minds on arth science issues. Sit him down, and the ideas just pour out. Take  solar energy: If we could figure out how to collect the energy provided by  the sun for just half a day each year, he says, that would provide enough energy for 10 billion humans a year. 

      What about using the power of waves and ocean currents, he asks? The  English are developing new technology that could harness that energy and  provide 20 percent of their energy needs by 2020. And what of the energy  in the hot rocks of deep earth? Or of the wind? The future of human  prosperity does not depend on burning fossil fuels that pollute the   atmosphere and alter the climate. There are better ways and they are  affordable. 

      Cindy Diamond and her family eventually moved back home after the flood ended and the mice left. They took out all the ruined flooring and carpets. They hoisted their house up and rebuilt the foundation. By the  week before Christmas, they could leave the borrowed trailer they were  living in and move back into the house. They had been away since April. 

      Cindy still gets choked up when she thinks about the spring of 1997, although now she says she can focus on the strength of character she  developed from it. 

      ''I feel like we can talk about it as a life lesson now,'' she says. ''It  was a real test of my strong-willedness.'' 

      Remington, who they call ''our little flood baby,'' turned five this year. They've had another boy since, Hunter, who is nearly two. Caitlyn, now 11,   remembers the flood well. This year when the waters came within six feet  of the top of the dike, Caitlyn started to worry. 

      Her mother wishes she could say that the waters will never threaten them  again, but she knows that wouldn't be true.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Endangered whales win  right of way
              Only a few hundred right whales remain  Endangered whales are to be given right of way in North               Atlantic waters after collisions with ships became the  primary cause of their death. 

               The International Maritime Organisation has given Canada permission to re-route shipping lanes in the               Bay of Fundy, off the coast of Nova Scotia, which is a  haven for migrating North Atlantic right whales. 

               Transport Minister David Collenette said: "The  government of Canada has  created new, safe and               effective shipping lanes  which will reduce the likelihood of a right whale  suffering a ship strike in  the Bay of Fundy by up to  80%." 

               The slow-moving  mammals are the most endangered large whales  on Earth. 

               There are just 350 worldwide and they have  been on the list of  protected species since

               1936. 

               Exclusion zone 

               Every year, the whales migrate from the eastern coast  of the United States to the Bay of Fundy, and current  shipping lanes cut across their summering waters. 

               Earlier this year, the  Canadian Government  asked the International Maritime Organisation to               modify shipping routes in  the area to reduce the risk  of collision between ships and whales. 

               After the new rules go into effect on 1 July, ships will  have to divert several  kilometres around a  special zone. 

               Experts who track the  whales say ship collisions  are their biggest threat, followed by entanglement and               hunting. 

               A little over a third of all right whales deaths from 1970 to 1991 were attributed to collisions with ships. Since 1991, that figure has risen to more than 50%. _________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Faith Groups Begin to Embrace Sustainability 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, December 20, 2002 (ENS) - Religious groups and environmentalists have not always been the closest of allies, but a new report  from the Worldwatch Institute finds that this is starting to change. The benefits of cooperation between the two, according to the report's author,  could have profound positive impacts for the global environment. 

                      "If the environmental and religious communities were to embrace their central  concerns, the progress toward a sustainable society could be vastly  improved," said Gary Gardner, director of research at the Worldwatch Institute  and author of "Invoking the Spirit: Religion and Spirituality in the Quest for a          Sustainable World." 

                                      Gary Gardner (Photo courtesy WorldWatch Institute)

                                      Gardner shared the findings of his report at a luncheon  held Thursday at the Worldwatch Insitute in  Washington. "This collaboration could change the world," he said. 

                                      It is only within the past decade that environmental and religious groups have started to work together, Gardner explained. The exact cause of this increased cooperation is hard to pin down he said, but the growing visibility of issues such as climate change,  species extinction and rampant consumerism are all factors in the shift. 

                      There is ample logic for environmentalists and religious groups to join forces on some issues, Gardner said, as both view the world in moral terms with  nature as having value above simple economics. 

                      Moreover, the two groups have complementary strengths. Environmentalists bring strong scientific and policy backgrounds to the table, and religious groups offer strong moral authority, the capacity to shape worldviews, and  large followings as well as financial leverage and social capital. 

                      "We need to acknowledge there is tremendous common good between the  two groups," Gardner said. 

                      Environmental initiatives from religious groups are indeed happening and  proving successful, he added, and they are occurring throughout the world  and across denominations. 

                      Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, leader of the Orthodox Church (Photo courtesy Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople)

                      For example, during the past six years the Ecumenical  Patriarch Bartholomew, the symbolic leader of the 250  million member Orthodox Church has pulled together  scientists, journalists and religious leaders for four week long symposia focusing on water related environmental issues. 

                      In 2002, the Patriarch led a symposium on the environmental threats to the Adriatic Sea that ended                      with a declaration on environmental protection jointly signed by the Patriarch and Pope John Paul II. Earlier symposia focused on  the Black Sea and the Danube River. 

                      Gardner also noted the work of Buddhist monks to stop deforestation in Thailand as well as lobbying work by the World Council of Churches to  mitigate climate change. These conservation efforts clearly benefit from the  moral authority of the religious leaders involved, he said. 

                      The combined forces of sustainable development advocates and religious  groups also have the potential to help shift consumption patterns. 

                      "Cultures are increasingly good at creating consumers but less good at creating citizens," Gardner said, adding that religious groups have a powerful opportunity to levy their large followings with religious teachings that warn of excessive materialism. 

                      These concerns prompted some 3,500 Lutheran, Presbyterian, Unitarian and Quaker congregations to establish the Interfaith Coffee Program, which encourages individuals and institutions to switch to coffee that is traded  fairly. The congregations have partnered with Equal Exchange, a worker  owned cooperative that sells fairly traded coffee from small-scale farmer co-ops in Latin America, Asia and Africa. 

                                          San Francisco's Grace Cathedral is powered with renewable  energy as part of the Episcopal Power and Light initiative.

  (Photo courtesy Grace Cathedral)

                                          The Episcopal Power and Light initiative has  inspired churches in the San Francisco Bay Area to purchase renewable energy for their buildings. In March, Episcopal Power and Light was named the winner of the Energy Globe Award 2002, and staff traveled to Austria for a ceremony where the award was presented by head of Green Cross International, former Soviet  President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

                                          There is ample opportunity for religious groups to use their significant financial clout to push corporations to change their  behavior. A recent campaign led by a broad coalition of religious groups links                      fuel efficiency to morality and has gathered a wealth of coverage through its  "What Would Jesus Drive?" advertisements. 

                      In addition, a group of religious orders recently filed shareholder resolutions  with Ford and General Motors to try and get those companies to build more  fuel efficient and alternative energy vehicles. 

                      Many of the efforts cited by Gardner do not appear to be direct partnerships between environmentalists and religious groups. Rather, they are religious  groups taking on an environmental cause for their own motivations and in  their own manner. 

                      This demonstrates that the sides are still a bit wary of each other, Gardner explained, as the ethical and spiritual motives of both sides do not always  mesh. Population control initiatives would be a primary example of this, he  added, as would differing views on the role of women, the nature of truth and  the moral place of humans in the natural order. 

                      "There can be much more collaboration," said Walt Grazer, director of the U.S.Catholic Bishops' Environmental Justice Program, "but there is the danger of environmentalists trying to rent a constituency." 

                      The Holy Family (Photo courtesy U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops)

                      Religious institutions are like "big families," he said, often with diverse viewpoints on  environmental issues. It is important for  environmental groups to see and respect this  challenge, he added, if true collaboration  between the two is to take roots. The  environmental community does not always own  the environmental message, Grazer said. 

                      "People are starting to see and internalize the  relationship between faith and the environment,"said Cassandra Carmichael, a consultant who  formerly worked with the environmental grassroots organization the Center For a New  American Dream. "It is a great success that this paper has been written and  that we are having this discussion." 

                      Carmichael said she'd like to see more environmental groups armed with a staff  member dedicated to reaching out to religious organizations, as well as better  funding for cooperative initiatives. 

                      A representative from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), who  preferred not to be identified, said the department is interested in trying to use President George W. Bush's Faith Based Initiative to fund future projects,  although the initiative has not yet been tailored for this. 

                      The opportunities for partnerships between the two communities are  boundless, Gardner said, so long as both sides respect their differences while  embracing their commonalities. 

                      "This is a great opportunity to reintegrate the societal heart and head," he said. "This is a powerful combination that until recently remained virtually unexplored." 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

End in Sight for Single hull Oil Tankers 

                      BRUSSELS, Belgium, December 20, 2002 (ENS) - No single-hull oil tanker will  be allowed to carry heavy fuel oil in the European Union once the proposal  presented today by the European Commission is adopted by the Council and  Parliament. Heavy grades of oil include heavy fuel oil, heavy crude oil, waste                   oils, bitumen and tar. 

n addition, all single hull oil tankers of the "Erika" and "Prestige" type aged  more than 23 years will be immediately banned from the waters of the  European Union. The elimination of more modern ones will take place earlier,  between 2005 and 2010, according to a more stricter calendar than provided for by current rules. 

Tanker "Prestige" in the grip of  heavy seas off the Spanish coast November 13. (Photo courtesy  Xunta)

Finally, during the phasing  out period, those tankers  that have not yet reached  the age limit will be subject                      to stricter safety inspections. 

                      The "Prestige," a 26 year old single hull oil tanker carrying 77,000 metric tons of heavy fuel oil, sank off  the coast of Spain on November 19 creating an oil slick along the coastline of  the Spanish state of Galicia which has caused a major economic and  environmental disaster. 

                      The Commission's proposal is the answer to a Christmas wish for a team of international wildlife rescuers at Pontevedra, Spain who will be missing Christmas at home with their families to care for sea birds oiled in the  "Prestige" tanker disaster. The terrain is rugged, the weather inclement, and  the accommodations spartan says the International Fund For Animal Welfare's (IFAW) Emergency Relief team. 

                      "This year, I'm asking Santa to end the arrival of newly oiled birds," said Kim  Elmslie, from Ottawa. "It would be great to see the sunken tanker under control, so there are no more oil slicks." 

                      The IFAW team began arriving in Spain in mid-November as the stricken tanker limped out to sea from the northwest coast of Spain, leaving a trail of heavy fuel oil. 

                      Five weeks later, with the sunken tanker still leaking tons of oil each day from  the ocean floor, the relief team is working 12 hours a day, seven days a week, cleaning and caring for oiled birds caught in the slicks. 

                                                   Oiled bird caught in the slick from the  tanker "Prestige" (Photo © John                                            Cunningham)

                                                   The IFAW Emergency Relief team is working closely with the nature                                           conservation department of the Galician regional government,  Xunta, and with the national institute for nature conservation in Portugal. 

                                                   The "Prestige" spill has  strengthened the resolve of EU politicians to protect the European coast.  "Our first proposal of this kind dates back to just after the Erika disaster in  December 1999," said Loyola de Palacio, vice-president for Transport and Energy, "The "Prestige" catastrophe makes it clear that the agreed compromise rules were not sufficiently ambitious. This will change." 

                      The Commission proposed today to reinforce EU and international maritime safety rules agreed in the aftermath of the "Erika" disaster which spilled oil that washed up along the Brittany coast of France during Christmastime 1999. 

                      The Commission re-instates today the proposed dates for phaseout it had put  forward in the "Erika I" package crafted in the wake of the 1999 spill. These had been watered down in the subsequent legislative process. 

                      Given its relatively low commercial value and low risk of fire or explosion,  heavy fuel is regularly carried in older single-hull tankers. It is also the most polluting type of oil when spilled at sea. Due to its low volatility and high  viscosity heavy fuel oil can inflict the most severe damage on marine and coastal ecosystems. 

                      Oiled rocks on the Galician coast (Photo courtesy  WWF)

                      The Commission's proposal will make it compulsory to transport the most  polluting petroleum products in the safest ships. If adopted, it will reduce drastically the risk of environmental disasters such as those caused by the  "Prestige" and "Erika" accidents. 

                      In view of the catastrophic  consequences of the "Prestige" accident, the Commission urges the European  Parliament and the Council to adopt these measures as soon as possible so that they can enter into force no later than March 2003. 

                      Over the last three years, the share of double hull tonnage in the world fleet has gone up from 30 to 50 percent with another 60 million tons of double hull  capacity in shipyards' orderbooks, the European Commission said. 

                      The European tanker industry, which had anticipated the application of the  existing phaseout rules, is presently undergoing the largest modernization  program in its history. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENN

Britain acknowledges concerns about planes' environmental impact

  Friday, December 20, 2002

  By Associated Press

  LONDON — Demands are increasing on the aviation industry to pay for the harm it  inflicts on the environment, Environment Secretary Margaret Beckett said Thursday. 

  Asked in the House of Commons about the greenhouse gases emitted by airplanes,   Beckett said they were difficult to quantify. 

  "There is a growing view that the aviation industry, like other industries, needs to  pay for the environmental damage it causes," she said. "It remains something that  we will have to look at carefully, but without any easy answers quickly." 

  Labor legislator Chris Mullin criticized the government for supporting what he said  were the industry's plans for "indefinite expansion." 

  Conservative lawmaker George Osborne urged Beckett to consider supporting  research into the environmental damage caused by aircraft. 

  "Dialogue is all very well, but if future expansion is going to take place surely we  need to know the impact not just on the global environment of major airport  expansion, but also on the local environment," he said. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

ROAP Media Update – 23 December 2002

_________________________________________________________________________


Topical News Issues
Global painting contest on environment underway
NAIROBI, Dec. 19 (Xinhuanet) -- A painting competition aims at enhancing the awareness on environmental issues among children worldwide has got underway, the United Nations Environment Program(UNEP) said here Thursday. The contest, dubbed the 12th Competition of Paintings by Children on the Environment, is jointly organized by the UNEP and the Foundation for Global Peace and the Environment of Japan, and will continue until Jan. 31 next year, said UNEP Spokesman Eric Falt.

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2002-12/19/content_664652.htm 

'Himalayan glacial lakes likely to overflow' 

By A Reporter 
ISLAMABAD, Dec 18: The glacial lakes are swelling up in the Himalayan region so rapidly that they may overflow within five to ten years, threatening the lives of the people living in the valleys. This was stated in a paper, titled "Integrated flood management in upper Indus Basin", by Arjumand Hussain Wani, a renowned journalist from Indian held Kashmir. The paper was presented in his absence before the participants of a four-day regional media and policy workshop on "Fencing Floods in South Asia; Disaster Preparedness Through Risk Communication". 

… In his paper, Mr Wani said a recent study conducted by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) had shown that the lakes being formed in the Himalayas and others mountain ranges because of global warming threatened the lives of tens of thousands of people. 
He said, due to melting of high-altitude snowfields because of rise in temperature, lakes, directly fed by glaciers, were swelling in Nepal, Bhutan and Kashmir. For instance, the study has shown that 44 lakes were filling up quickly, he added. 
Scientist working for the UNEP and International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development say more then 40 Himalayan lakes can soon overflow.

http://www.dawn.com/2002/12/19/nat27.htm
________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA BRIEF

In the framework of the Environment Day activities Oman organized in collaboration with ROPME, UNEP, and the GCC the First Legal/Technical Expert Meeting on Biological Diversity and Establishment of Protected Areas from 21-23 December
http://www.alwatan.com/
Entries are invited for $1million environment awards  

COMPANIES and individuals in Bahrain are being invited to take part in the Zayed International Environmental Awards, which will be held in Dubai next year. 

The deadline for applying for the award, which carries a $1,000,000 (BD378,000) prize, is December 28. 

Companies and environmental activists interested in participating should contact the Municipalities and Agriculture Ministry's Environmental Affairs, said information and environmental awareness head Suhad Al Shehabi.

"The award aims at encouraging positive contributions to the environment, carried out by individuals, groups or establishments, whether they are private or governmental establishments," she said.

"The first prize is $500,000, the second prize is $300,000, and the third is $200,000.

"The deadline for applications will be December 28 and the results will be announced in April next year and the honouring ceremony for the winners will be held in Dubai in February 2004.

"Those who succeed in effecting the regional and international policy towards sustainable developments, recycling, finding concrete solutions for an environmental problem and fostering regional or international efforts towards solving it will qualify for the awards," explained Ms Al Shehabi. 

Areas covered by the award include wildlife protection, water purification, marine life protection, sustainable development, fighting pollution, environmental health, spreading environmental awareness, enhancing women's role in the environmental cases and environmental security.

For more information about the award, contact Environmental Affairs on 875111. 

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/Articles.asp?Article=39846&Sn=BNEW
The Higher Council of Environment in Qatar activated two stations fro Air Quality measurements. The first readings showed that the percentage of pollution in Air is below the required international limitation. Moreover, they have a plan to establish three new stations for the same purpose. 

http://www.al-sharq.com/xml/topics/article.xml?cu_no=1&item_no=50045&version=1&template_id=92&parent_id=4
‏The Environmental Public Authority of Kuwait organized the Integration of Environmental Concepts in University Curricula in collaboration with UNEP, and CAMRE from 29-31 December. 

 http://www.kuna.net.kw/Main.htm
________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           **Secretary-General Meets with Quartet in Washington Today

           Good afternoon.

           The Secretary-General, earlier this morning, left New York for Wahington, where he is currently participating in a meeting of the Middle East diplomatic quartet.  As you know, that group is comprised of the

     United States, the Russian Federation, the European Union and the United Nations.

           Secretary of State Colin Powell represents the United States.   Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov represents the Russian Federation.  The European Union is represented by three officials:  Per Stig Moeller, the Foreign Minister of Denmark -- which currently holds the EU Presidency; Javier Solana, the EU’s High Representative for a Common Foreign and  Security Policy; and Chris Patten, the European Commissioner for Foreign Affairs.

           After a 10-minute one-on-one meeting with Colin Powell this morning, the Secretary-General met with the other members of the Quartet  in a meeting, which has lasted about two hours and should be wrapping up     now.  That meeting is to be followed by a working lunch.

           Afterwards, the participants will go to the White House for a  meeting with President George W. Bush.  The Quartet may say a few words about today’s work either before or after their meeting at the White  House.  They are also expected to issue a statement later today.

           We expect the Secretary-General to return to New York this evening.

           **UMOVIC Inspections Continue in Baghdad

           In Baghdad today a United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) chemical team inspected the Tuwaitha Industrial Chemical Research Centre.  Even though it was a Muslim day of rest and there was only a guard at the Centre, the site was  made available to full inspection.  All managers of the departments of the Centre, who arrived shortly after the inspection began, briefed the UNMOVIC team about the current activities of their departments.

           Two International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) teams requested access to a facility during non-standard hours at the former Tuwaitha  nuclear complex.  The complex now conducts civilian research in the  non-nuclear field.  They observed work-shift levels during this non-work day  period.

           They also inspected the Shakyli stores during a non-work day.  Shakyli is a store for dual-use equipment from the past Iraqi nuclear  programme.  They also carried out environmental gamma radiation surveys in the area.

           Two UNMOVIC inspectors arrived in Baghdad yesterday, bringing the total number of inspectors to 115.  The breakdown of inspectors is 96 from UNMOVIC and 19 from the IAEA.

           The full text of this press release is available upstairs.

           Also on Iraq inspections, I’d like to note for the record that, yesterday afternoon, in a statement to the press, the Security Council  President, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, said that  members of the Council took note of the contents of the briefing by UNMOVIC Executive Chairman Hans Blix and IAEA Director-General  Mohamed ElBaradei.

           Council members expressed their intention of having a further discussion early in January 2003, after all Members of the Council finish  their own analytical work on the Iraqi declaration, and of holding more  regular briefings from UNMOVIC and the IAEA.

           Dr. Blix and Mr. ElBaradei spoke to reporters after consultations ended, and both asked Iraq to provide more information on its weapons programmes.  Dr. Blix said that so far, there has been "relatively little given     in the evidence" concerning weapons of mass destruction, and that lack     indicated that "one cannot have confidence that there do not remain weapons of mass destruction".

           **Security Council to Hold Four Formal Meetings Today

           The Security Council has a busy programme today, with four  formal meetings and consultations.

           This morning, the Council has scheduled two open meetings.

           The first is a wrap-up discussion on the work of the Security Council for the month of December.  The meeting, which began at 10:30 a.m., is expected to run about two hours.

           Then, the Council has scheduled another formal meeting to adopta draft resolution on humanitarian exemptions to measures imposed by resolution 1390, which refer to the Al Qaeda linked sanctions.

           Then this afternoon at 3:15 p.m., informal consultations on Côte d’Ivoire have been scheduled.  A briefing by Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh is scheduled.

           Two other formal meetings are planned following those consultations.  The first will be a presidential statement on the protection of civilians in armed conflict.  The second is on a resolution on the Middle East.

           As of now, there are no meetings or consultations scheduled for  the rest of the month.

           **Kosovo

           Yesterday afternoon, the Security Council, after brief consultations, held an open meeting in which it heard a briefing from  Ambassador Ole Peter Kolby, in his capacity as the head of the Council’s  mission to Kosovo and Belgrade, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

           Mr. Kolby presented the report of his mission, which traveled to Kosovo and Belgrade from 13 through 17 December to find ways to enhance support for the work of the United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), among other goals.

           The mission found notable progress in several areas, including the formation of provisional institutions of self-government and the new  municipal assemblies, as well as improvements in the rule of law.  In a  written report of its visit, the mission said that the formulation ofbenchmarks for the realization of standards is a constructive approach to  the further development of Kosovo as a democratic, multi-ethnic society.   We have copies of that report upstairs.

           **UN Human Rights Field Office in Croatia Closes after Nine Years

           The High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello,  said today that, by the end of this month, the human rights field office in Croatia will close, after nine years of work, becoming the first human rights field office to shut down.

           As it ends it work, the office in Zagreb will leave behind a Human  Rights Centre, which will be an independent and autonomous institution to  promote human rights in Croatia.  Mr. Vieira de Mello said that his office will remain committed to assisting Croatia in further improving its human rights situation, in a press release we have upstairs.

           **International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia

           The Prosecutor for the International Criminal Tribunal for the  Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), Carla Del Ponte, today in a statement called attention once more to what she called “unsatisfactory” cooperation by the     Federal Republic of Yugoslavia with her Office.  She noted that a senior Yugoslav official has refused to speak to her yesterday on the issue of  cooperation, and voiced her disappointment at what she called an  “inappropriate” political statement by that official.

           Ms. Del Ponte also said that yesterday, she had written to the Yugoslav authorities regarding the transfer of Milan Milutinovic, once his  term as Serb President expires.

           **Cyprus Talks

           In Cyprus today, the two parties -- the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots -- have held an organizational meeting, chaired by the United Nations, for the two technical committees which the leaders had

     agreed to create on 4 October in the presence of the Secretary General.  The meeting charted the future work of the committees, which will  undertake their technical discussions in parallel with the political  negotiations and without prejudice to their outcome.  The members of the committees plan to meet again on 7 January 2003.

           **Ethiopia and Eritrea Appointment

           The Secretary-General has appointed Angela Kane of Germany as Deputy Special Representative for the United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE).  The appointment is at the Assistant Secretary-General level.  Ms. Kane will be based in Asmara.  As you know, a second Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Cheikh Tidiane Gaye, is based in Addis Ababa.

           Ms. Kane is currently Director of the Americas and Europe Division in the Department of Political Affairs.  She has been working for the United Nations for 25 years in a variety of political and managerial functions.  Before joining the United Nations, Ms. Kane worked for the World Bank in Washington, and in private industry in Europe.  Her appointment will become effective on 15 January 2003.

           **Humanitarian Update on Deepening Crisis in Southern Africa

           A humanitarian update on southern Africa says the crop season in  much of that region looks bleak.  The worst-affected countries are southern Malawi, Swaziland, southern Mozambique, Lesotho, eastern South Africa,     eastern Botswana and part of north-western Zambia, with western and  north-western Zimbabwe in critical condition.  If you want to find out more,  please read the update in our office.

           **Côte d’Ivoire

           According to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner  for Refugees (UNHCR), at least 48,000 people have now fled the western  region of Côte d'Ivoire for neighbouring Liberia.  Most of them –- about  32,000 –- are Liberians who had once sought asylum in Côte d'Ivoire, but  who now decided to go back because of the fighting there.  Most of those  fleeing have sought refuge in the eastern counties of Liberia.

           We have the UNHCR briefing note available upstairs for more details.

           **Press Releases Out Today

           In a press release, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced that 27 emergency health kits arrived in Addis Ababa today, to strengthen the response to the severe drought affecting the country.  Each  kit contains one ton of drugs, supplies and instruments -- enough to  support the basic health needs of 10,000 people for three months.  The  WHO expects to send an additional 164 emergency health kits to Ethiopia in the coming weeks thanks to funding from the Government of the Netherlands.

           In another press release, the World Food Programme (WFP) said it had received just $9 million of the $105 million needed for its operations  in Eritrea.  The WFP said it had enough stocks to last until March of next     year but there would be a break in supply of food aid if donations were not received by then.  More than 2 million people are affected by the droughts,  which have caused crop failures over the last four years.

           **Treaty Signings

           We have one treaty event to highlight for you today.  This morning,  Tuvalu became the 169th country to ratify the Convention on Biological Diversity.

           **Looking Ahead

           We don’t have a week ahead for you today I’m afraid, because,  frankly, there is a lack of events scheduled so far for next week.  That’s  because of the holiday season, of course, and next Wednesday, themUnited Nations will be closed for Christmas.

           We will have a noon briefing next Monday, and we’ll inform you  then about the schedule for the rest of the week.  In the days after Christmas, we expect not  to hold any noon briefings until the New Year, but we will continue to post  the highlights of events in the United Nations system on the Web site, on  our usual page, shortly after noon each day.

           Have a nice weekend everyone, and Happy Holidays.

           Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly

           Good afternoon.

           The General Assembly plenary meeting this morning has been   considering reports of the Second Committee (Economic and Financial) on  a broad range of economic, environment and sustainable development

     issues, as well as financing for development.  The Committee’s  Rapporteur, Walid Al-Hadid of Jordan, introduced the reports.

           The plenary then considered -- and is considering as we speak --  Fifth Committee (Administrative and Budgetary) reports, which were  introduced by that Committee’s Rapporteur, Haile Selassie Getachew.   These items include pattern of conferences, United Nations common  system, financing of the International Tribunals and programme budget for 2002-2003. 

           In the afternoon, the plenary will take decisions on its remaining  issues, including appointments to fill vacancies; Decade to Roll Back  Malaria; final review of the United Nations New Agenda for the Development

     of Africa (UNNADAF); cooperation between the United Nations and other organizations, and follow up on HIV/AIDS.  The final decision of this  session will be on the Secretary-General’s report on United Nations     Reform entitled: “An Agenda for Further Change”.  The President is then expected to adjourn the session. 

           In his closing remarks, President Jan Kavan, of the Czech  Republic, notes the important decision taken in support of the Secretary-General’s report on strengthening of the United Nations system. He also notes the Assembly’s commitment to the implementation of the Millennium goals and the special attention paid during this session to the  most urgent issues facing developing countries, particularly in Africa, and the successful outcome of the meeting on the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) in September.

           The President then goes on to outline his plans for the work of the session next year, including continuing the process of revitalization of the  work of the General Assembly; follow-up to the outcomes of major United     Nations conferences; and continued attention to the prevention of armed  conflict.

           The President’s remarks will be made available on the third floor   this afternoon at the time of delivery and on the President’s Web site.

           I will also make available a compilation of statistics on the session so far, which I have to have for you later this afternoon.    With that, I would like to wish you all a very good holiday and see  you in the New Year.

           Thanks very much.

                              * *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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F R I D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Quartet reports progress on roadmap for resolving Middle East crisis – Annan

*
US vetoes Security Council draft resolution condemning recent Israeli acts

*
Security Council stresses importance of protecting civilians in armed conflict

*
Côte d’Ivoire: Security Council calls on warring parties to negotiate peace

*
UN human rights chief dispatches mission to probe possible abuses in Côte d’Ivoire

*
Security Council adopts humanitarian exemptions to sanctions against Al-Qaida

*
Adopting key reform measure, General Assembly ends main part of annual session 

*
Iraq: UN inspectors visit chemical plant, nuclear facility

*
UN closes Croatia human rights office, pledges continued support 

*
Prosecutor decries Belgrade’s ‘unsatisfactory’ cooperation with UN tribunal

*
UN chairs organizational meeting of ‘technical committees’ for Cyprus

*
UN official appointed Annan’s Deputy Special Representative in Ethiopia, Eritrea

*
Lack of funding jeopardizes return of over 1.5 million Afghans – UN refugee official

*
Crop season in southern Africa looks bleak as region heads towards crisis, UN reports
*
Refugee flow from Côte d’Ivoire slows, situation still volatile – UN 

*
UN health agency rushes medical supplies to drought-hit Ethiopia

*
Eritrea’s humanitarian crisis worsens as funding crisis looms, UN agency says

* * * *

Middle East

20 December – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said the diplomatic Quartet on the Middle East – comprising the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States – was “very close” to finalizing a roadmap for resolving the region’s crisis, which it will soon present to the Israelis and Palestinians.

Speaking to reporters before the Quartet’s meeting in Washington, D.C., with US President George W. Bush, the Secretary-General said that the group believes the roadmap “can help bring about the vision of two States, Israel and Palestine, living side-by-side.”

A joint statement issued after the meeting said President Bush expressed his “strong support” for the group’s efforts as well as his firm commitment to its roadmap, “which would realize his vision of two States – Israel and Palestine – living side-by-side in peace and security.”

In addition to Mr. Annan, Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov, Foreign Minister Per Stig Moeller of Denmark, which currently holds the EU’s presidency, High Representative for European Common Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana, and European Commissioner for External Affairs Chris Patten attended the meeting with President Bush and US Secretary of State Powell.

According to the statement, the Quartet agreed to further intensive work to develop a credible and effective monitoring mechanism. “In the meantime, the Quartet calls on the parties to carry out as rapidly as possible their responsibilities to restore calm, pursue reforms, and improve the humanitarian situation – steps that will lead to a political process culminating in Palestinian statehood,” it said.

Specifically, the Quartet called for an immediate, comprehensive, ceasefire. “All Palestinian individuals and groups must end all acts of terror against Israelis, in any location,” the statement said, noting that such a ceasefire should be accompanied by supportive measures undertaken by the Government of Israel. “As calm is established, Israeli forces should withdraw from Palestinian areas and the pre-Intifada status quo on the ground should be restored.”

The Quartet also expressed concern at the deepening humanitarian crisis in Gaza and the West Bank and called for increased effort by the Government of Israel to ease the humanitarian situation in those places. “The Quartet reiterates the importance of immediate Israeli measures, consistent with legitimate security concerns, to improve the lives of Palestinians, including allowing the resumption of normal economic activity, facilitating the movement of goods, people, and essential services and lifting curfew and closures,” the statement said. “The Quartet calls on Israel to avoid actions that undermine trust and create further hardship for innocent Palestinian civilians, including demolition of houses and civil infrastructure.”

During a press encounter after the White House meeting, Mr. Annan said the Quartet is determined to finalize its plan as quickly as possible, and release it to the parties. “We all agree that that is the only solution,” he stressed. “Our challenge now is to work with them to get there in the next couple of years. And we are very pleased to also hear the President’s strong support for the work of the Quartet and the achievement of his vision.”

* * *

Middle East: Security Council


20 December – A draft resolution which would have had the Security Council condemn recent Israeli acts, including the killing of several United Nations aid workers, was defeated today by the United States, which in casting a no vote effectively vetoed the text.


Twelve countries voted in favour of the Syria-sponsored draft, with Bulgaria and Cameroon abstaining. In addition to decrying Israel’s recent killing of UN employees, the text noted that one had been an international staff member working in the Jenin refugee camp.

The draft also cited Israel’s “deliberate destruction of a UN World Food Programme (WFP) warehouse in Beit Lahiya in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, in which 537 metric tons of donated food supplies intended for distribution to needy Palestinians had been stored.”


The draft would have demanded that Israel comply fully with its obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilians in Time of War, and “refrain from the excessive and disproportionate use of force in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.”


Explaining his country’s position, US Ambassador John D. Negroponte said the recent incidents referred to in the text were serious and must be investigated. The draft, however, did not urge action by all concerned to minimize the threat to UN personnel and facilities. “The proponents of this resolution seem more intent on condemning Israeli occupation than on ensuring the safety of United Nations personnel,” he said. “Mixing these two issues is inappropriate.” Adoption of the resolution would not contribute to an environment in which both sides would move towards a roadmap leading to two States – Israel and Palestine – living side-by-side in peace and security, he said, and for that reason, the US opposed it. 

* * *

Civilians in armed conflict

20 December – Condemning all attacks and acts of violence directed against civilians, the United Nations Security Council today called on warring parties to comply with the UN Charter and other international legal instruments as it stressed the importance of protecting unarmed combatants during conflict situations.

In a statement read out at an open meeting by its President, Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia, the Council reaffirmed its concern at the hardships borne by civilians in conflict situations and the need for parties to ensure the safety, security and freedom of movement of UN personnel and other relief workers.

“The Council recognizes that secure humanitarian access, a clear separation of civilians and combatants, and the swift re-establishment of the rule of law, justice and reconciliation are essential for an effective transition from conflict to peace,” the statement said.

On 10 December, the Council held a daylong meeting coinciding with International Human Rights Day to discuss the issue of protecting civilians in armed conflicts. During the debate, most speakers agreed with the need for concrete and systematic action to protect civilians in armed conflict, including the universal application of international human rights law.

Participants also welcomed the Secretary-General’s emphasis on secure humanitarian access, the clear separation of civilians and combatants and the swift re-establishment of the rule of law, justice and reconciliation during the transition from conflict to peace.

In its statement today, the Council underscored the importance of the “aide-memoire” it had adopted in March as a “practical tool that provides a basis for improved analysis and diagnosis of key protection issues during deliberations” on peacekeeping mandates, and stressed the need to implement the approaches set out in the document on a more regular and consistent basis.

The Council also noted that the number of obstacles undermine efforts aimed at providing humanitarian access to those in need, including attacks on relief workers, and acknowledged the emerging issues that could “seriously effect” the capacity of Members States to protect civilians in armed conflict, including sexual exploitation, the plundering of natural resources and terrorism.

The text recognized the importance of a comprehensive, coherent and action-oriented approach to the protection of civilians in armed conflict and encouraged further cooperation among States and various UN agencies and programmes.

* * * 

Security Council: Côte d’Ivoire


20 December – Reacting to the volatile situation in Côte d’Ivoire, the United Nations Security Council today called on the warring parties to resolve their differences through talks aimed at achieving a negotiated political solution.


“Such a solution must address the underlying causes of the conflict,” Council President Ambassador Alfonso Valdivieso of Colombia said in a statement at a formal meeting.


The statement condemned all attempts to overthrow the elected Government of Côte d’Ivoire and called on the parties to abstain from any act or declaration that could jeopardize efforts to achieve a political solution.


Welcoming the commitment by the country’s President to submit a plan to end the crisis in the coming days, the Council said this would be a “crucial step” and called for the involvement of all parties in the process. 


Calling on all countries in the region to refrain from interfering in the situation, the Council threw its backing behind efforts of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to promote a peaceful resolution. Secretary-General Kofi Annan was requested to continue his efforts to promote a negotiated settlement in coordination with ECOWAS.

The Council also voiced its full support for the deployment of a regional force to Côte d’Ivoire by the end of this year. Pending that, the Council commended the efforts of France to prevent further fighting, and voiced appreciation for the country’s contribution to a political solution to the crisis.

Expressing its “deepest concern” at reports of mass killings and serious human rights violations in Côte d’Ivoire, the Council called on all parties to ensure respect for humanitarian law, and welcomed the decision by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to dispatch a fact-finding mission to the country.

“The Security Council also expresses its concern at the humanitarian consequences of the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire,” the President said, calling on the international community to provide urgent humanitarian assistance to those in need throughout the region. “It also calls on all parties to provide unhindered access to affected populations,” he added.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire


20 December – Reacting to growing concerns over gross human rights violations in Côte d’Ivoire, the top UN rights chief today announced plans to send an urgent mission to the country on Monday.


UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello said the weeklong mission, to be headed by Deputy High Commissioner Bertrand Ramcharan, will travel to different parts of conflict-torn Côte d’Ivoire.


Team members will speak to government officials and other leaders, civil society representatives, human rights organizations, representatives of international and regional organizations, and others in a position to assist in assessing the human rights situation.

* * *

Security Council: sanctions


20 December – Acting unanimously, the United Nations Security Council today adopted humanitarian exemptions to the sanctions imposed on Usama bin Laden, Al-Qaida, the Taliban and their associates.

The sanctions date back to 1999, with the Council’s adoption of resolution 1267 in response to the indictment of Usama bin Laden for the 1998 terrorist bombings of United States embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam. They were subsequently tightened by resolutions 1333 (2000) and 1390 (2002). 

Under those texts, States are required to freeze financial resources, including funds derived or generated by any undertaking owned or controlled by the Taliban, and to ensure that they are not used by the group. Countries are also obliged to freeze funds and other financial assets of Usama bin Laden and his associates in the Al-Qaida organization, and to prevent their entry or transit through the State’s territory. In addition, States must prevent the supply, sale and transfer of all arms and materiel – along with any form of military training – to the named individuals and entities.


By the resolution adopted today, the Council decided that these measures do not apply to funds and other financial assets or economic resources that have been determined by States to be “necessary for basic expenses, including payments for foodstuffs, rent or mortgage, medicines and medical treatment, taxes, insurance premiums, and public utility charges.”

Also exempted are funds “exclusively for payment of reasonable professional fees and reimbursement of incurred expenses associated with the provision of legal services, or fees or service charges for routine holding or maintenance” of the frozen resources, as well as funds “necessary for extraordinary expenses.”

Countries must notify the Security Council committee monitoring the sanctions of any plans to exempt funds. Access can then be authorized “in the absence of a negative decision by the committee within 48 hours of such notification.”

* * *

General Assembly


20 December – Adopting a key resolution essentially endorsing Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s proposed agenda for further reform of the United Nations, the General Assembly today wrapped up the main part of its annual session. 

“Without doubt, one of the most important issues of this autumn session was the discussion on the strengthening of the UN system,” said Assembly President Jan Kavan of the Czech Republic. He added that the resolution on reform would go far towards bolstering the impact of the UN’s work, especially in economic and social fields.

“The adoption of the resolution has been a significant achievement – it represents an important stepping stone for the future work and deliberations in the continuous process of reforming the Organization,” he said.


Among numerous measures set out in the six-page text, the Assembly welcomed Mr. Annan’s intention to conduct a systematic evaluation of the impact, efficiency and cost-effectiveness of the UN Department of Public Information. It also endorsed his decision to entrust key responsibilities to the Special Adviser on Africa, including coordinating guidance on the continent and supporting the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).

In addition, the Assembly concurred with the Secretary-General’s intention to establish a panel of eminent persons, “reflecting a diversity of views,” to review the relationship between the UN and civil society.

In his closing remarks to the session, President Kavan underscored the importance of the Assembly’s work in following up on the anti-poverty targets set in 2000 at the UN Millennium Summit. “Despite uneven progress achieved in the implementation, I am hopeful that we will be able to jointly address the gaps in the implementation and progress further to attain the goals,” he said. 

Ambassador Kavan also pledged continued work in the coming months to build on the achievements of the current session, which began on 10 September and covered 168 separate agenda items.

* * *

Iraq

20 December – United Nations inspectors continued their probe into Iraq’s weapons programme today, visiting a chemical plant and a nuclear facility.

A chemical team from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) inspected the Tuwaitha Industrial Chemical Research Centre, a UN spokesman in Baghdad reported.

“Even though it was a Muslim day of rest and there was only a guard at the Centre, the site was made available to full inspection,” Hiro Ueki said. “All managers of the departments of the Centre, who arrived shortly after the inspection began, briefed the UNMOVIC team about the current activities of their departments.”

Meanwhile, two teams from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) requested access to a facility during non-standard hours at the former Tuwaitha nuclear complex, which now conducts civilian research in the non-nuclear field.

The inspectors “observed work-shift levels during this non-work day period,” Mr. Ueki said. They also visited the Shakyli stores, which is a facility for dual-use equipment from the past Iraqi nuclear programme, and carried out environmental gamma radiation surveys in the area.

Two more UNMOVIC inspectors arrived in Baghdad yesterday, bringing the total number of inspectors to 115 – 96 from UNMOVIC and 19 from the IAEA, Mr. Ueki said.

* * *

Croatia

20 December – As the United Nations human rights office in Zagreb prepares to close after successfully completing its work, the UN’s top rights official today pledged continued support for Croatia.

Sergio Vieira de Mello, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, said his Office “will remain committed to further improving the human rights situation in Croatia and continue to assist the Government of Croatia in the implementation of its international human rights obligations.”

“As its main legacy for the Croatian people, the office will leave behind the Human Rights Centre in Zagreb,” he said. “The Centre will be an independent and autonomous institution serving as a meeting place and resource facility for government officials, academia, national human rights institutions, non-governmental organizations and others to support and enhance activities related to the protection and promotion of human rights in Croatia.”

Established in 1993, the Zagreb office will close at the end of this year.

* * *

ICTY

20 December – The chief prosecutor of the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) today decried the continuing “unsatisfactory” cooperation by Belgrade with the work of the UN court.

Speaking at a press conference in The Hague, Carla Del Ponte recalled that on Wednesday the UN Security Council issued a statement reminding all relevant States, “and Yugoslavia first of all,” to cooperate fully with the ICTY.

“The [Council’s] presidential statement stresses the obligation of Yugoslavia to comply with the requests of the Tribunal for arrest and transfer of indictees, to make witnesses available and to assist in ongoing investigations,” Ms. Del Ponte said.

She also highlighted the Council’s point that “dialogue or lack of dialogue between the Tribunal and the Governments must not be used by the States as an excuse for failure to discharge their obligations to co-operate fully with the Tribunal as required by the UN Security Council resolutions.”

Ms. Del Ponte noted that her complaints today were triggered by the fact that the Yugoslav Foreign Minister and President of the National Council for Co-operation, Goran Svilanovic, refused to speak to her yesterday exactly on the issues of cooperation. “So much for a dialogue,” she said.

The Prosecutor also divulged that yesterday she sent a letter to the Yugoslav authorities in regard to Milan Milutinovic, President of the Republic of Serbia, to ensure his surrender to the custody of the ICTY and his transfer to The Hague immediately upon the expiry of his term of office.

* * *
Cyprus

20 December – The Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots today held an organizational meeting, chaired by the United Nations, for two committees that the leaders had agreed to create on 4 October in the presence of Secretary General Kofi Annan.

The meeting in Cyprus charted the future work of the so-called technical committees, which will undertake their discussions in parallel with the political negotiations and without prejudice to their outcome, a UN spokesperson said in New York.

The members of the committees plan to meet again on 7 January 2003, according to the spokesperson.

* * *
Ethiopia/Eritrea

20 December – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appointed a senior United Nations official as his Deputy Special Representative for Ethiopia and Eritrea.

Angela Kane, currently the Director of the Americas and Europe Division in the UN Department of Political Affairs in New York, will be based in Asmara, where she will serve as the Deputy Head of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE).

Ms. Kane, a national of Germany, has worked for the UN for 25 years in a variety of political and managerial positions. Her appointment is effective as of 15 January 2003.

A second Deputy Special Representative, Cheikh-Tidiane Gaye, is based in the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa.

* * *

Afghanistan

20 December – A senior United Nations official has indicated that a lack of adequate funding in Afghanistan could put at risk the planned return of over 1.5 million people displaced by years of fighting.

Addressing a press conference yesterday in Geneva, the top official of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Afghanistan, Filippo Grandi, stressed that “immediate progress in development and reconstruction as well as better security [are] key to the success of the international effort to put Afghanistan back on track.”

Mr. Grandi said that donors must remain focused on developing Afghanistan to ensure that the repatriation over the next few years of more than 4 million Afghans still outside their homeland remains sustainable.

Mr. Grandi was speaking upon his return from a meeting of the Afghanistan Support Group in Oslo, where donors pledged $1 billion in aid for next year. UNCHR has indicated that it needs $195 million to help 1.2 million refugees to return home mainly from Iran and Pakistan. It will also assist some 300,000 internally displaced people in going back to their original communities.

More than 1.8 million Afghan refugees have returned from Pakistan and Iran since the refugee agency began offering repatriation assistance last March, while more than 230,000 internally displaced Afghans have returned to their home areas. During the same time, another some 400,000 Afghans returned on their own without seeking international help.

* * *

Southern Africa

20 December – The crop season in much of southern Africa looks bleak, the United Nations said today, warning that more food aid is needed to avert a major humanitarian crisis in the region.
The worst-affected countries are southern Malawi, Swaziland, southern Mozambique, Lesotho, eastern South Africa, eastern Botswana and part of north western Zambia, with western and north western Zimbabwe in critical condition.

The World Food Programme (WFP) said it has increased the number of aid recipients to 12. 8 million people, up from 9.9 million. While the agency reported having enough food for this month, breaks in the aid supply are expected unless more funding is received.

The UN has appealed for $610 million to help feed more than 14 million people in southern Africa, but has only received $329 million so far. Major shortfalls in funding exist for projects aimed at improving health, education, water and sanitation and agriculture.

* * *
Côte d’Ivoire

20 December – The number of people fleeing the violence in western Côte d’Ivoire has decreased in recent days, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said today in Geneva.

Some 100 to 200 refugees are now crossing the borders each day into Liberia and Guinea, compared to the 2,000 to 3,000 that were crossing immediately following the outbreak of fighting in late November. Over the past several days the number of refugees transported home inside of Liberia has also decreased, dropping to 100 to 200 from 500 per day.

At least 48,000 people have now fled the strife-torn western Ivorian regions of Man and Danané for neighbouring Liberia, the UN agency said. Ten thousand refugees have fled to Mali, 35,000 to Burkina Faso and almost 1,600 to Guinea.

Most of the refugees heading to Liberia – about 32,000 – are Liberian nationals who had once sought asylum in Côte d’Ivoire but who have now decided to return home. The group also includes 16,000 Ivorians. Côte d’Ivoire had sheltered 70,000 Liberian and 3,000 Sierra Leonean refugees for years.

Meanwhile, UNHCR announced that it urgently needs further contributions to address the humanitarian crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, following a $6.1 million dollar appeal launched in late November. France has pledged $1.5 million, Germany $247,800 and Italy $180,000. Other donors, including Luxembourg and the United States, have indicated they may also contribute.

* * *
Ethiopia


20 December – Aiming to stem the spread of disease and malnutrition in drought-stricken Ethiopia, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today sent a massive shipment of medical supplies to the country.

The agency supplied Ethiopia with 27 new emergency health kits, each containing one ton of essential drugs, supplies and instruments – enough to support the basic health needs of 10,000 people for three months. In the coming weeks, WHO said it plans to send a total of 164 Emergency Health Kits to Ethiopia, where drought has caused crop failures that could spell death for hundreds of thousands of people.

The Ethiopian Government predicts that as many as 14 million people, or 20 per cent of the total population, will be at extreme risk by March.

“To prevent the crisis from worsening, it must be tackled immediately through concerted action backed by sufficient funding,” said WHO Director-General Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland. “Together with our partners we are committed to do our utmost to save lives and reduce suffering in Ethiopia.”

WHO also announced plans to assist the Ministry of Health in carrying out nutritional surveys, strengthening feeding programmes and rehabilitating water supply systems.

* * *

Eritrea

20 December – The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today expressed increasing concern that food supplies will be insufficient to care for almost 1 million Eritreans in the coming months as devastation wreaked by drought silently exhausts people’s ability to cope.

WFP said it has only received $9 million of food and cash contributions against last month’s $105 million request for aid, part of a UN system-wide humanitarian appeal for 2003. From previous relief operations, WFP has enough food aid stocks to last until March or April 2003, but unless firm donations are urgently made within the next few weeks, there will be a break in supply from April onwards.

“The prospect of thousands starving is a stark reality,” said Patrick Buckley, WFP Country Representative for Eritrea. “Ships carrying food aid from abroad take months to arrive – considering the magnitude of the crisis at hand, each day is critical.”

In Eritrea, over 2 million people – more than half the country’s population – are seriously affected by a succession of droughts over the last four years.

The breadbasket regions of Eritrea have experienced scarce and erratic rains, which have led to crop failure and livestock loss, according to WFP. In addition, the border conflict with Ethiopia, consequent population displacement and a shortage of agricultural inputs and labour have exacerbated the problem.

* *** *
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