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Environment reports forS Asia launched
Urbanisation a key challenge
BSS, Colombo


The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) launched two separate State of Environment (SOE) reports for South Asia yesterday to help policymakers bring positive changes for achieving sustainable development. 

UNEP Director Dr Surendra Shresta launched the reports acknowledging the support of the Sri Lanka-based South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) in preparing the reports. 

State Minister for Environment and Forest Jafrul Islam Chowdhury, Sri Lankan Environment Minister Rukman Senanayake and other ministers from SAARC member countries were present. 

Dr Surendra said the reports had drawn from the recently completed national SOE reports for Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, jointly funded by the Norwegian Agency for development Cooperation (NORAD) and UNEP. 

The launch of the publications was made during the special Session of the Governing Council of the South Asia Cooperative Environment Programme, which concluded in Colombo yesterday. 

The South Asia State of the Environment report identifies five key environmental issues - livelihood security, environmental disasters, industrialisation, urbanisation and bio-diversity loss. 

It shows the region suffering from excessive land degradation, desertification, and habitat fragmentation depleting the wide variety of forest products that are an important source of food, medicine and income for indigenous people. 

Urbanisation and poverty is a key challenge in cities, with fresh water supply problems being compounded by high population growth rate. 

As South Asia's economies have restructured towards industrialisation, energy demands has risen fast, with dependence on coal for electricity production causing air pollution problems. 

Institutions and policy-makers must do more to integrate environmental and socio-economic factors into decision-making and to ensure trade liberalisation does not compromise the environment and erode natural resources, the report concludes.



_____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

State of the Environment South Asia: Depleted 

                      COLOMBO, Sri Lanka, January 21, 2003 (ENS) - South Asia is suffering from  excessive land degradation, desertification, and habitat fragmentation,  depleting the forest products that are a source of food, medicine and income  for indigenous people, according to a state of the environment report issued  today by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

                      The publication, aimed at policy makers, was released during the Special  Session of the Governing Council of the South Asia Cooperative Environment  Programme, which wound up today in Colombo. 

                      UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the State of the Environment  report was designed to "provide concrete guidance for action planning, policy  setting and resource allocation for policy makers and institutions in the  region." 

                      The Red Cross is constructing a cylone and earthquake resistant   semi-permanent hospital to serve the  emergency medical needs of India's  Kutch district. (Photo courtesy IFRC)

                      Institutions and policy makers  must do more to integrate  environmental and  socio-economic factors into  decision making and to ensure  trade liberalization does not  compromise the environment  and erode natural resources,  the report urges. 

                      UNEP issued a second state of  the environment report at the  session, "Children of the Monsoon," which offers the youth perspective on   the state of the environment this year. It was written by members of youth  organizations which make up the South Asia Youth Environment Network

                      (SAYEN), established by UNEP in Kathmandu in June 2002. 

                      In his forward to "Children of the Monsoon," Toepfer says, "Every person  can make a difference, and collectively we can make a big difference. It is up to  you and your community to make choices and take actions." 

                      "South Asia is a region that is economically poor and at the same time is also  extremely rich in resources," Toepfer said. "The ancient culture, history,  traditions and vast knowledge base have given its people a distinct edge in  finding the solutions we are all looking for." 

                      The South Asia State of the Environment Report identifies five key environmental issues: livelihood security, environmental disasters,  industrialization, urbanization and biodiversity loss. 

                                                          A busy street in Bangkok,  Thailand (Photo courtesy   Global Cities Network)

                                                          In cities, freshwater  supply problems are  compounded by high                                                  population growth rates.  "As South Asia's   economies have   restructured towards  industrialization, energy                                                          demand has risen fast,  with dependence on  coal for electricity  production causing air  pollution problems," the  report says. 

                      Its release comes just a fortnight before UNEP's 22nd Governing Council  meeting and Global Ministerial Environment Forum at UNEP Headquarters in  Nairobi, Kenya which will cover an ambitious agenda of issues drawn from the  outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development. 

                      Surendra Shresta, director of the UNEP Regional Resource Centre for Asia  and the Pacific, speaking at the launch of the reports in Colombo today, said  they had drawn from the newly published national State of the Environment  reports for Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Iran,                      funded by the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation. 

__________________________________________________________________________________


The East African Standard (Nairobi) 
NEWS
Unep's Bid to Eliminate Leaded Gas 
January 22, 2003 


 The United Nations Environmental Programme ( UNEP) announced today it was going to push for the elimination of leaded petroleum in Africa during its governing council meeting next month.  The UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer, at the sametime announced that the on-site, filling station at the UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, which currently sells both leaded and unleaded petrol, will in future only sell unleaded fuel. He explained that the gesture could be small, but would remain as a symbolic push towards a lead-free goal. 

Kenya is among 22 African countries that are in the process of drawing up an action plan to phase out leaded by 2005-2006. Other countries include Eritrea, Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa, Togo and Uganda. 

Mr Toepfer disclosed that UNEP partners had already committed nearly US$ 500,000 ( KShs 39 million) to assist in the rapid global phase out of the pollutant. UNEP is scheduled to hold its governing council meeting between February, 3-7 in Nairobi. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

XINHUA GENERAL NEWS SERVICE 

January 22, 2003, 

Most African countries to phase out leaded petrol in five years 

      NAIROBI, Jan. 22 (Xinhua) --The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said Wednesday that

      within five years, most African countries will have phased out or be close to phasing out leaded petrol. 

      A survey released here by UNEP shows that four countries --Egypt, Libya, Mauritius and the Sudan --are

      already fully lead free. 

      And this year, four other nations or dependent territories, Morocco, Reunion, Tunisia and Western Sahara

      will join them. Meanwhile, a further 22 including Eritrea, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, Togo and

      Uganda have or are in the process of drawing up action plans to phase out leaded petrol by 2006, said the

      survey. 

      Plans are also under way to bring the remaining countries on board, many of whom are in Central Africa, in

      order to deliver the goal of a lead-free Continent and a lead free world. 

      Scientists have proved that lead in petrol or gasoline is a serious health risk, particularly to children. 

      Studies have demonstrated that children living near roads and in urban areas where leaded petrol is used,

      can suffer brain damage with symptoms including lower intelligence scores. 

      Around 90 percent of the world's petrol supplies are now unleaded. However, the 10 percent that is still

      leaded is concentrated in developing countries, especially Africa. 

      This is mainly because of technological reasons, a lack of awareness of the health risks and misconceptions

      about the impact of unleaded fuels on the engines, said Klaus Toepfer, executive director of UNEP. 

      "However, the situation is rapidly changing and a lead free Africa is in sight. Lead is not the only pollutant

      they are targeting. Others include sulphur, which is linked with effects including smog and the acidification

      of waterways," he said. 

      Toepfer, who is also director-general of the UN Nairobi Headquarters, announced Wednesday that the

      on-site petrol station at the headquarters which currently sells both leaded and unleaded petrol, had banned

      the sale unleaded fuel. 

      "This is a symbolic push towards the international efforts to phase out lead," he said, pledging that UNEP

      will continue to assist countries to phase out lead in petrol and promote cleaner fuels and vehicles.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian (London) 

January 23, 2003 

      SECTION: Guardian Features  - Lead in Petrol
      LENGTH: 256 words 

      BODY: 

      In the second instalment of The Dark Origins of Britain (8pm, Radio 4) Tim Whewell tackles the enigma of the

      Picts. They probably evolved from the Beaker folk who settled Scotland around 1800 BC. They first pop into

      recorded history in 297 AD, when a Roman legionary moaned about tattooed hordes (picti is Latin for painted

      men) attacking Hadrian's wall. A few decades later they even sacked London, but then seem to have

      vanished into history's mists. They left some remarkable stone monuments and a few strange carved

      symbols. Since we don't know what language they spoke, no one can read them. 

      Peter Day tries to confront a paradox of our wired-up world. In Business (8.30pm, Radio 4) explores the sad

      fact that one of the world wide web's most profitable business applications is the sale of pornography. Even

      sadder is his discov ery that the porn merchants are among the few able to keep at the cutting edge of the

      internet's technological advance. 

      Alex Kirby winds up this season of Costing the Earth (9pm, Radio 4) by investigating the trailing ends of the

      West's military campaign against Yugoslavia. Many of the cruise missiles launched to persuade Slobodan

      Milosevic to end his ethnic cleansing were aimed at the country's infrastructure. Now the United Nations

      environment programme is trying to clean up the mess, particularly at one giant petro-chemical plant.

      But both the British and the American governments are flatly refusing to help pay for the project. 

      Harold Jackson 

      Costing the Earth 

____________________________________________________________________________________

AFP 2/2003 09:53:56 
20 nations meet to protect endangered sea turtles 

BANGKOK, Jan 22 (AFP) - Representatives from 20 nations gathered here Wednesday for the first meeting of partners of a conservation memorandum designed to protect marine turtles in Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean, the United Nations said. 

Six species of endangered turtles found in the region's waters are threatened by accidental capture in industrial fishing operations and by unsustainable harvesting at nesting sites and in near-shore waters, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) said. 

"Countries of the region are now committed to work together to ensure the future of one of the most charismatic inhabitants of our marine environment," UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer said in a statement. 

The memorandum enshrines a plan focusing on reducing threats, conserving critical habitat, and boosting public awareness of the plight of the ocean-going reptiles, the statement said. 

Signatories to the agreement include countries stretching from Australia, Vietnam and the Philippines to Tanzania, Madagascar, Iran and the United States. 

Host Thailand is not a signatory, but the UNEP statement said the government of Thailand as well as India, Indonesia and the Maldives had initiated procedures to join. 

The UNEP has provided an initial start-up grant for the new Bangkok-based secretariat of the agreement, which also benefits from funding from the US, Australia, France and the UK. 

Marine turtles, some of whose species date back to the era of the dinosaurs, have reached dangerously low levels in the world's oceans, experts have said. 

A similar agreement is already in place for marine turtles off the Atlantic coast of Africa, the statement said. 
   mlm/sb/th

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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EU industry: Battling net losses in the harvesting of the sea 
Source: EIU ViewsWire European Union
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FROM THE ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT 

January 10th - January 16th: Jorgen Holmquist, director-general for fisheries, took over the job in the wake of the controversial removal of his predecessor, Steffen Smidt. Holmquist talks to David Cronin about the challenges ahead for the DG and the reforms it has already begun 

Franz Fischler peppers his discourse with Eurojargon. As the Union's commissioner for agriculture and fisheries, he's intimately acquainted with dictionary-defying concepts like 'digressivity' and 'extensification'. 

Yet the Austrian used alarmingly blunt terms last year when explaining why sweeping reforms to the EU's 1 billion euro-per-year Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) were crucial. Too many boats are chasing too few fish, he insisted. 

There is ample data to support his view that the survival of numerous varieties of fish is endangered because of the rates at which they end up in fishermen's nets. It is estimated, for example, that levels of mature demersal fish - which live at or near the bottom of the sea - were 90% higher in EU waters in the 1970s than the late 1990s. 

Swedish official Jorgen Holmquist, head of the European Commission's directorate-general for fisheries (DG Fish), bears responsibility for seeing through the most ambitious shake-up of the CFP in its two-decade history. 

Just before Christmas, he was given an all-important mandate by EU marine ministers. After five days of talks, they agreed on the outline of a plan aimed at allowing depleted stocks to recover. 

A weighted majority of governments accepted too that taxpayers' money should no longer be used for fleet modernisation after the end of 2004 (although this accord is subject to a number of loopholes, for example aid will still be allowed for safety measures). Money spent before that cut- off date should not be used to increase the capacity of vessels, they vowed. 

It was also agreed that aid to new vessels should only continue for that duration. But such funding must be based on the premise that the equivalent of 1.35 fishing vessels should be put out of commission for every vessel over 100 gross tones which benefits from public finance. In any event, there will no more funding of trawlers over 400 gross tonnes. 

Holmquist is aware that the deal concluded by the Council of Ministers on 20 December was weaker than a blueprint unveiled by Fischler in May. Yet he is relieved he didn't have to sit down for his Christmas dinner without any deal being secured. 

"The French minister Mr [Herve] Gaymard said twice during that week that maybe there would not be an agreement, that it would have to go to the heads of state," he says. "For the Commission, 

Mr Fischler had a clear mandate and he couldn't just accept anything; it had to be a strong decision. But the risk existed [that no deal would emerge]. Luckily it didn't happen." 

Describing the deal as "fairly precise and detailed", he welcomed the ministers' decision to redirect funds away from building and modernisation and into scrapping. This follows an estimate by the EU's executive that 8.6% of the 

Union's 100,000-strong fleet needs to be decommissioned to prevent vulnerable stocks from collapsing. 

The Commission did, however, climb down somewhat on its demands over another dossier on the ministers' Advent agenda: cod. 

The International Council for the Exploration of the Seas had issued a dire warning about cod levels in the North Sea. This prompted Fischler to seek that the amount of cod caught there in 2003 should be 65% lower than that for the previous year. North Sea cod levels, he said, stand at just 37,000 tonnes, whereas they should be able to produce up to 200,000 tonnes per year if they were exploited prudently. 

In the end, most ministers would only endorse a 45% cut. Dissenters Germany and Sweden declined to support the majority position, with Renate Künast, the agriculture and fisheries minister in Berlin, predicting cod stocks may never recover without more drastic measures. 

Conservationists have compared the North Sea situation to that experienced off Newfoundland. Over-exploitation there forced a ban on cod fishing about a decade ago, yet levels of stock have never replenished. "If you talk to scientists, they cannot entirely exclude that [the same thing will happen in the North Sea]," Holmquist acknowledges. "Still, that is not a likely development if the catch levels agreed on are adhered to. They would imply an important increase in spawning stock biomass. 

"Obviously, the decision the Council accepted involves larger catches than the Commission proposed. It will lead to a longer time to achieve full recovery. 

"The main fishing countries in the North Sea - the UK and Denmark - are putting in place substantial scrapping plans, though I understand fishermen in Scotland are very worried [about the impact on their livelihoods]." 

The next step in the cod saga should involve a "final recovery plan", due to come into effect on 1 July this year. The Commission has been asked to devise this by 15 February, so that the ensuing debate on it can be wrapped up by the Council of Ministers before the end of March. 

Among the other key items on the DG Fish agenda for 2003 will be working out multiannual plans for EU fisheries. These are due to pivot around the principles of reducing the amount of time that vessels spend at sea and strengthening controls on the fleet. 

EU governments have agreed that plans covering several years are far preferable to the annual horse-trading over fisheries quotas which have often led to unseemly squabbling. 

Holmquist also identifies work on slashing discards of unwanted fish and guidelines on how scientific advice should be employed in EU fisheries policy as important dossiers for the coming year. 

Meanwhile, the Commission published a strategy on 23 December for altering the nature of deals giving the EU fleet access to fish in the waters of poor countries. 

At present, the Union has 25 fishing accords with states in the wider world, 16 of them with the African, Caribbean and Pacific bloc. These deals have come in for heavy criticism from anti-poverty activists, some of whom regard them as akin to modern-day colonialism. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) warned in late 2001, for example, of imminent fish shortages in Senegal - where fish is a principal source of protein - due to the level of activity of vessels from rich countries off the West African coastline. Trade liberalisation in the sector, said UNEP, "has had a devastating impact on some key stocks, especially those deep-living coastal species, favoured by European consumers". 

The new Commission plan is designed to fulfil commitments made at the Earth Summit in Johannesburg in August-September, especially the aim of restoring depleted stocks to sustainable levels by 2015. Under it, the EU is to move away from simply paying for access to developing countries' waters to building 'partnership agreements', under which each allocation should be justified by proof it will benefit both parties in the long term. 

The paper has come in for some criticism from the World Wide Fund for Nature. Julie Cator, a Brussels-based fisheries campaigner with the group, feels it lacked sufficient details on how these agreements are to be changed. 

"The European Commission needs to demonstrate that this is a genuine move towards sustainability and not just a re-branding exercise to justify an expansion of overseas fishing," she said. 

Nevertheless, Holmquist defends the blueprint, which he hopes will be endorsed by the Council of Ministers in February. "It's true that it is not a very long communication but it sets principles and establishes these principles very strongly," he explains. 

"Our fisheries policy should follow the same principles of sustainable fisheries as we have internally, so that we don't have a different approach for waters outside the EU as we do for our own waters." 

Holmquist's own appointment as head of DG Fish in July was preceded by one of the most serious controversies with which the Prodi Commission has been embroiled since taking office in 1999. There was uproar among MEPs over reports that Holmquist's predecessor Steffen Smidt had been dismissed due to lobbying by Spain, then the holder of the EU presidency, which felt his ideas for CFP reform went too far. 

Smidt was originally demoted to the post of hors classe advisor with the DG but has since returned to Denmark, where he is now an official in its foreign ministry. 

The decision to nominate a fellow Scandinavian - with similar convictions about the need for radical surgery to the CFP - was perceived in some quarters as belated proof that the Commission was willing to stand up to countries like Spain, that are eager to avoid measures which will hurt their powerful fishing lobbies. 

Asked if the manner of Smidt's sudden removal from his post had left a bad atmosphere in DG Fish, Holmquist says: "Some felt he had been unfairly attacked in other institutions. I met with Steffen Smidt after I was appointed and we had some very long discussions on fisheries policy. He was very helpful and supportive and I'm happy and thankful that the handover went well. 

"Obviously, member states of all kinds argue their case strongly but that's part of their role," he adds. "But I don't feel under any undue pressure. More generally, I can say it is a very good thing we got the reform decision. It is the biggest reform since the fisheries policy started." 

SOURCE: European Voice 
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ENS

Bush Supporters Unhappy With Environmental Policy 

                      By J.R. Pegg 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, January 22, 2003 (ENS) - A free market environmental  think tank with close ties to the Bush administration is disappointed with the  President's environmental policy, but not for reasons often cited by other  environmental groups. The Political Economy Research Center (PERC) gives the Bush administration low marks because it has not aggressively moved    forward with environmental policies that are based on free market principles. 

 Environmental policies can work better and be more cost   effective, according PERC, when they rely on market                      based incentives, private initiatives and voluntary action. But the Bush administration has failed to apply  these free market principles to its environmental policy,    a new report from PERC finds, and has thereby ignored the rights of property owners and the benefits of  decentralizing many environmental protections and   regulations. 

                      "President [George W.] Bush's administration is moving away from the principles of free market environmentalism, when we thought he would be   moving toward it," said Bruce Yandle, PERC senior associate and director of  the project. "We are disappointed." 

                                      In its new report, PERC graded the Bush administration for policies related to 16 environmental                                      issues and gave it an overall midterm grade of C-. 

                                      The report criticized the Bush administration for its enactment of stricter arsenic standards for drinking  water, its signing of a United Nations treaty banning   persistent organic pollutants such as DDT, and its                                      support of continued subsidies for fishing and farming   interests. 

                      But policies that have received sharp criticism from many environmentalgroups, including the administration's decision to withdraw U.S. support for  the Kyoto Protocol, its changes to the Clean Air Act's New Source Review,   and its support for genetically modified crops, were all praised by PERC in the  report. 

                      Overall, the Montana based think tank's report finds that President Bush has   not seized a range of opportunities to shift the environmental debate and   policy to include the free market principles the organization is still convinced   the President holds dear. 

                      Free market environmentalism is based on these principles, PERC says.

                           Private property rights encourage stewardship of resources.  Government subsidies often degrade the environment.    Market incentives spur individuals to conserve resources and protect  environmental quality.                            Polluters should be liable for the harm they cause others In 1999, Yandle and PERC Executive Director Terry Anderson were part of a      team that advised then Governor Bush on environmental policies in  preparation for his presidential campaign. The low grades on this report,  Anderson explained, indicate that the President is not following the advice   given by that team or the free market environmental policies they support. 

                                      "Much of this report suggests that this administration has emphasized the wrong things," Anderson said,   adding that the administration needs to do a better job  in communicating with the public about its

                                      environmental policies. 

                                      "Over and over I see an administration emphasizing  what everybody expects from a Republican                                      administration with regulatory rollbacks and the like,"  Anderson said. "This is frustrating because it really                      does have some good ideas on incentives, but it doesn't emphasize them." 

                      Public land management is the area where PERC expected the most  improvement, Yandle said, but little was accomplished "except rhetorically."   The Bush administration received a C- for its policies on public land                      management. 

                      Lack of action earned a C- for policies impacting grazing on public lands and  left Anderson frustrated with the Bush administration's lack of commitment to

                      free market environmentalism. 

                      The administration, Anderson said, has endorsed the concept of willing  buyer willing seller trades of grazing permits, but has not moved forward eve   though a willing trade is ready to proceed. With private funding, the Grand    Canyon Trust and grazing permit holders in Utah have struck a deal to reduce or retire grazing on some 300,000 acres in or around the Grand    Staircase-Escalante National Monument. 

                      Cattle grazing on public lands  is a contentious issue. (Photo  courtesy Colorado State U.)

                      This would effectively   protect the lands from future grazing through  market based incentives,  something the  administration readily   supports. But the   Bureau of Land  Management and the  Bush administration are                      delaying final approval. 

                      "Just tell the ranchers who are raising the red flag that this is one we are doing and that they need to live with it," Anderson said. "It is willing buyer, willing   seller. Let it go." 

                      The recent unveiling by the Environment Protection Agency (EPA) of a water   trading policy, which will allow the trading of pollution credits for watersheds, was "one of the few bright spots," Yandle said. This policy protects water   through a system of local control and market trading, he explained, two pillars of free market environmentalism's foundation. 

                      The water trading policy, although supported by a few environmental groups,  has been criticized by others as incomplete and in possible violation of the  Clean Water Act. 

                      Anderson readily admits that PERC's report is different than some done by environmental groups, even though the grades may look similar. 

                      One example of this is PERC's grade of C for the Bush administration's global climate change policy. Many environmentalists have criticized the  administration for its withdrawal from the Kyoto Protocol, but this is the only  area of global climate change policy viewed favorably by the PERC report. 

                      "The administration did get high marks for recognizing that the Kyoto Protocol is fatally flawed and would do nothing to address the problems that  global warming theories express," said David Riggs, author of the section on                      global climate change and executive director of GreenWatch at the Capital  Research Center. 

                                                          Most climate scientists have   found that Earth's  temperature is rising due to                                                an increasing blanket of gases   produced by human activities.   (Photo courtesy Center for  International Climate and                                                          Environmental Research)

                                                          But Riggs lowered the administration's grade  because it is pursuing                                       some voluntary  domestic programs to    reduce greenhouse gas  emissions. 

                      "These domestic programs will set the stage for mandatory controls on fossil fuel use, harming the economy and reducing freedom unnecessarily," Riggs said. "The Bush administration skipped over that very important point of   whether or not we should control and reduce greenhouse gas emissions." 

                      The worst grades came for the policies on regulation of lead releases, air  quality regulation, drinking water and arsenic, ocean fisheries and persistent   organic pollution. Regulation of lead releases received an F; the other four all  received a D in the report. 

                      On lead release regulation, the report finds that the Bush administration went   forward with a rule written by the previous administration that requires  companies that use 100 pounds or more of lead a year to report to the EPA                      about their transfers or releases of this material. According to PERC, the science behind the rule is weak, the health benefits unclear, and the costs to  small businesses too high to merit the regulation. 

                      The only air quality regulation that received favorable marks was the Bush   administration's reform of the Clean Water Act's New Source Review. Many environmental groups have argued that these reforms will allow for increased   air pollution, but according to the PERC report, the reforms "will likely reduce  the costs of complying with environmental regulations while, at worst, having   no effect on air quality." 

                      Anderson said that despite his disappointment with the first two years, he sees signs that the Bush administration and others are beginning to embrace  the merits of free market environmentalism. He cited the recent decision by the     Interior Secretary Gale Norton to cut California's annual share of the Colorado River by some 13 percent and the potential that states upstream will be able to  sell their excess water supplies. 

 "The administration could improve its grade by promoting legislation that allows recipients of federal water to sell it to higher valued uses and that   requires all beneficiaries to pay the full cost of water they receive," Anderson                    wrote in the report. 

                      "These are not the ideas of a bunch of kooky economists out in Montana or Clemson or within the beltway," Anderson told ENS. "They are ideas that are being more and more embraced by environmental groups." ___________________________________________________________________________________
ROAP Media Update -  23 January 2003


Topical News Issues
STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT SOUTH ASIA: DEPLETED

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka, January 21, 2003 (ENS) - South Asia is suffering from excessive land degradation, desertification, and habitat fragmentation, depleting the forest products that are a source of food, medicine and income for indigenous people, according to a state of the environment report issued today by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

http://ens-news.com/ens/jan2003/2003-01-21-04.asp 
Environment reports forS Asia launched

The Daily Star, January 23, 2003 - Urbanisation a key challenge - BSS, Colombo - The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) launched two separate State of Environment (SOE) reports for South Asia yesterday to help policymakers bring positive changes for achieving sustainable development. 
UNEP Director Dr Surendra Shresta launched the reports acknowledging the support of the Sri Lanka-based South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP) in preparing the reports.
http://www.dailystarnews.com/200301/23/n3012308.htm#BODY3 

Also covered in The Island (main Sri Lanka newspaper) –see PDF attached – and by Young Asia Television, Radio Free Asia.


Letting Indonesia's forests 'breathe' 
Asia Times, January 23, 2003 (By Bill Guerin) - International aid donors led by the World Bank may, just may, put more pressure on Indonesia to reform its forestry policy. Management of Indonesia's remaining forests is among the topics on the agenda of the 12th meeting of the 30-member Consultative Group on Indonesia (CGI) in Bali this week.
http://atimes.com/atimes/Southeast_Asia/EA23Ae06.html 

_____________________________________________________________________

ROE

UN or UNEP in News

Tribune de Genève, 21 janvier:

Genève internationale: Irak et Libye au pouvoir (21/01/2003)

Un vote à bulletin secret demandé par les Etats-Unis... Une première. Jamais dans l’histoire de la Commission des droits de l’homme, un président n’avait été choisi de la sorte. L’ambassadrice de Libye à l’ONU depuis 2000, Najat Al-Hajjaji (photo), élue hier à une large majorité (33 pour, 3 contre, 17 abstentions), n’en accède pas moins à la tête de cette instance onusienne basée à Genève dans des circonstances des plus polémiques.

Comment un tel organe indépendant, chargé de veiller à l’application du principe de protection internationale des droits humains contenu dans la Charte des Nations Unies, peut-il être représenté par une diplomate ressortissante d’un Etat militaire qui bafoue ce même principe?

La désignation de Najat Al-Hajjaji par les quinze pays africains membres de la Commission a été prise lors du sommet de l’Union africaine, à Durban, en juillet dernier. Une récompense, un renvoi d’ascenseur, au régime du colonel Mouammar Kadhafi pour le financement de cette manifestation, dénonce l’ONG Human Right Watch...

Les pays européens se sont …abstenus pour "éviter une rupture de dialogue entre le Nord et le Sud". "C’était la seule position permettant de trouver un consensus, de ne pas donner de caution à la présidence libyenne tout en respectant le choix des pays africains", explique-t-on de source diplomatique. 

Seuls le Canada et le Guatemala ont finalement suivi Washington. 

Le Monde, 21 janvier: 

La Libye présidera la Commission des droits de l'homme de l'ONU

Tripoli a qualifié le vote de "victoire éclatante qui a rendu leurs droits aux peuples opprimés". Les ONG réclament un débat de fond pour sauver cette institution du discrédit total….

La crédibilité de la Commission des droits de l'homme (CDH) de l'ONU risque de prendre un nouveau coup avec l'élection, lundi 20 janvier, de l'ambassadrice libyenne auprès des Nations unies, Najat Al-Hajjaj, à sa présidence…

En signe de bonne volonté, l'ambassadrice de Libye devait recevoir, pour son premier rendez-vous en tant que présidente, l'ambassadeur d'Israël à l'ONU qu'elle avait toujours refusé de rencontrer auparavant. Le secrétaire général Kofi Annan a demandé au haut-commissaire pour les droits de l'homme, le Brésilien Sergio Vieira de Mello, d'interrompre sa tournée en Afrique centrale pour être présent lors du vote, lundi, à Genève.

http://www.lemonde.fr/recherche_articleweb/1,9687,306093,00.html?query=La+Libye&query2=&booleen=et&num_page=1&auteur=&dans=dansarticle&periode=7&ordre=pertinence&debutjour=&debutmois=&debutannee=&finjour=&finmois=&finannee=&G_NBARCHIVES=759+157
General Environment news

Europe Struggles to Control Power Plant Emissions 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, January 20, 2003 (ENS) - The European Commission has issued a key guidance to member governments of the European Union on achieving cuts in polluting emissions from pre-1987 boilers and power plants under the law governing large combustion plants. The new guidance document details how authorities should draft a national emission reduction plan if they prefer it as an alternative to fixed emission caps for the plants. More countries than originally thought have indicated interest in making use of a national emission reduction plan. 

The law known as the 2001 Large Combustion Plants (LCPs) Directive is one of the European Union's most important pieces of anti-pollution legislation. It sets strict limits on emissions of sulfur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and particulates from all large fossil fuel powered combustion plants. 

http://ens-news.com/ens/jan2003/2003-01-20-02.asp
Financial Times, 21 January:

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: EU condemns stance of US drugs groups

US pharmaceutical industry objections to a proposed World Trade Organisation (WTO) agreement to ease the supply of essential medicines to poor countries were "very stupid", the European Union's trade commissioner said yesterday.

Pascal Lamy also accused non-governmental organisation activists, who have criticised the proposed deal for not being generous enough, of opposing it because they did not want a solution to be reached.

All WTO members except the US agreed last month to a proposal that would permit the compulsory licensing of drugs for treatment of serious public health problems in poor countries that lacked the capacity to manufacture them.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=030121000886&query=EU+condemns+stance+of+US+drug&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
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GROUNDBREAKING AGREEMENT BETWEEN CONSERVATION GROUP AND REAL ESTATE COMPANY SOLVES FINANCING PROBLEM FOR PARK IN EL SALVADOR
 

A $500,000 donation and an agreement between a leading real estate firm and an environmental group in El Salvador mark a conservation milestone in Central America -- the first time a private company has given such a large grant earmarked for one nature reserve, in this case an area known as Los Volcanes ("the volcanoes"). 

Through an alliance between the Roble Group and SalvaNATURA, a conservation group that already administers several parks in El Salvador, the firm has agreed to provide at least $100,000 a year for five years for Los Volcanes' management. SalvaNATURA executive director Juan Marco Alvarez says the commitment will cover about 75% of the reserve's operating costs and solves "a critical long-term financing problem." 

The agreement is part of a larger initiative, launched by SalvaNatura and the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources (MARN, for its name in Spanish), to establish an endowment fund guarantying conservation of El Imposible and Montecristo National Parks and El Jocotal Wildlife Refuge, as well as Los Volcanes. Some 92 percent of tiny El Salvador is deforested, so its handful of reserves is especially precious. 

According to Alvarez, SalvaNATURA previously has received sizeable donations from private companies dedicated to the protected areas administered by the conservation group. For example, Philip Morris International has donated $145,000 to buy land added to El Imposible National Park. Nonetheless, he believes that there's much greater potential to involve El Salvador's private sector in public conservation efforts. "We think this kind of alliance is the only solution for protecting our natural areas, since the government has other funding priorities," he says. 

While Ernesto Zepeda, director of Natural Patrimony at MARN, concedes that the government "invests very little in protected areas," he adds: "the true reason is that our renewable natural resources policies call for participation from civil society, since natural resources like water and biological diversity are owned by the public, and we all have to participate in their conservation." 

The general manager of commercial development for the Roble Group, Carlos Figueroa, explains that the company has a vision of not only being a business leader but also of "contributing to the sustainable development of our society." He points out that the Poma Group, which owns Roble, has supported various health, education, and environmental initiatives in El Salvador. 

In the case of Los Volcanes, Alvarez points out that the Roble Group first got interested in the idea of supporting the reserve because it is a "national emblem." The three imposing volcanoes that dominate the reserve -- Izalco, Cerro Verde and Santa Ana -- provide one of the most famous and spectacular views in El Salvador. In exchange for "adopting" Los Volcanes, the Roble Group will receive its share of positive publicity, since the company's logo will appear on all of reserve's signs and related promotional and educational materials. 

The donation allows SalvaNATURA to purchase needed equipment, develop infrastructure, such as building nature trails and erecting signs to mark the reserve's borders, and hire personnel, including guards and nature guides. But there's still a major problem to resolve. In spite of the fact that it encompasses nearly 5,000 acres of state-owned land, Los Volcanes is not an officially declared protected area. 

But Zepeda points out that the reserve has an advantage over scores of natural areas in other Latin American countries, where legal decrees for parks exist on paper, but most of the land inside the declared borders remains in private hands, with few funds to purchase them. Conservationists call these reserves "paper parks." Los Volcanes, at least, is owned by the government, though the official paperwork is lacking. Zepeda reports that a proposal will be sent to the Legislative Assembly that would result in official protection for 30 different areas, including Los Volcanes. 

Corridors, coffee & conservation 

In addition to the 5,000 state-owned acres, about 11,000 acres in private hands might be incorporated into the Los Volcanes area through promotion of sustainable, low-impact activities. Principal among these is coffee, says Alvarez, since soils in the area are believed to produce the best-tasting coffee in El Salvador. SalvaNATURA hopes to establish a wildlife habitat corridor that would connect Los Volcanes with El Imposible National Park and feature forested, sustainably managed coffee farms. 

In El Salvador, nearly all the coffee is grown the traditional way - under the shade of tropical trees. To encourage proprietors to maintain the trees on their land, SalvaNATURA will work with the Rainforest Alliance, an international conservation group, to bestow a seal of approval on those farms that follow the groups' guidelines, which outline how to cultivate coffee with minimal impact on the environment and maximum benefits to communities and workers. The sustainability label can earn farmers a premium from eco-conscious coffee guzzlers, especially in the United States and Europe. (Read more about the Alliance's sustainable coffee program.) 

Another low-impact activity SalvaNATURA hopes to develop in Los Volcanes is tourism, since the area is both beautiful and close to the capital city of San Salvador. Part of the Roble Group's donation will go toward construction of a nature center in the reserve, the biggest and best equipped in the city, according to Alvarez. "We hope that sustainable tourism can contribute economically to the park's operations," he explains. The area, long popular among Salvadoran tourists, was hit hard by a powerful earthquake in 2001, but will soon be ready to again receive visitors. 

Los Volcanes' natural assets start at sea level and extend skyward to misty cloud forests. One rare bird found in the area is the rock wren (Salpinctes obsoletus), which hops about the hardened lava flows of Izalco Volcano. Other wildlife species found in the reserve include the banded anteater (Tamandua mexicana), ocelot (Leopardus pardalis), coyote (Canis latrans), black crested eagle (Spizaeus tyrannus), and emerald toucanet (Aulacorhynchus prasinus). 

· Diane Jukofsky and Katiana Murillo

ENVIRONMENT-CHINA : New Report Denounces Impact of Three Gorges Dam
WASHINGTON, Jan 22 (IPS) The resettlement of hundreds of thousands of people dislocated by China's controversial Three Gorges Dam project has been marked by inadequate compensation, serious abuses of human rights and widespread corruption, says a report released this week by California-based International Rivers Network (IRN).

ENVIRONMENT-CONGO : Group Raises Alarm on Marine Turtle Poaching
BRAZZAVILLE, Jan 22 (IPS) An animal rights group has appealed to the Congolese authorities to revise the existing endangered species law to include marine turtles among the country's protected animals

ENVIRONMENT-SPAIN : Another Oil Disaster at Sea
MADRID, Jan 22 (IPS) An oil tanker sank Tuesday in the Mediterranean Sea just off the southern coast of Spain, reviving already energetic demands for stricter regulation of fuel transport and, say activists, serving as an example of the grave danger that single-hulled ships pose for the marine environment. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________           DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council held consultations on Lebanon this morning to discuss the Secretary-General’s latest

     report on the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).

           Jean-Marie Guehenno, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, alluded to the report, which

     asked the Council to extend the mission's mandate by a further six months, until 31 July.  Mr. Guehenno also briefed

     on yesterday's exchange of fire across the Blue Line.  Staffan de Mistura, the Personal Representative of the

     Secretary-General for Southern Lebanon, was present in those consultations.

           Today at 3:15 p.m., there will be a meeting with the troop contributors to the UN Mission for the Referendum in

     Western Sahara (MINURSO).  At 3:30 p.m., the 661 Committee on Iraq and Kuwait is scheduled to meet in

     Conference room 7.  At

     4 p.m., the Counter-Terrorism Committee is meeting in Conference Room 5.

           **Iraq

           We are again waiting for the daily update from the inspectors' activities in Baghdad.  It is delayed and we'll let

     you know when it arrives.

           Closer to home, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission

     (UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, returned to Headquarters today.

           A number of you were waiting for him at the front door.  When he came into the Building, he was asked to

     respond to accusations that he was using the inspections just to prevent war.  The inspections are a peaceful avenue

     to disarmament, he said.  “It has never been inspection for the sake of inspection -– it is inspection for the sake of

     disarmament.”

           **Middle East

           Yesterday, after our briefing, Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace

     Process, issued a statement in which he expressed serious concern over the demolition of Palestinian homes and

     commercial property by the Israeli army north of the West Bank town of Tulkarem.  Roed-Larsen said he was

     particularly concerned at the economic and humanitarian impact of such actions on the local economy.

           **Mexico Earthquake

           An earthquake with a magnitude of 7.8 on the Richter scale hit western Mexico just after 8 o’clock local time

     last night.  Preliminary information indicates that there are at least 17 dead and more than 100 injured near the town of

     Colima, 500 kilometres west of Mexico City.  There are no reports of

     destruction of major buildings, but the electrical supply and telecommunications were disrupted.

           The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is in contact with the UN Resident Coordinator

     in Mexico, and so far the Mexican Government has not asked for international assistance.  We have a situation report

     with more information.

           We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman:  “The Secretary-General has learned with

     great concern of an earthquake measuring 7.8 on the Richter scale near the States of Jalisco and Colima, Mexico.  He

     is deeply saddened by the loss of life, injuries and destruction that have resulted from the disaster.  He wishes to

     convey his condolences to the people and the Government of Mexico and his heartfelt sympathy to all who have

     suffered as a result of the disaster.  The United Nations recognizes the prompt response of Mexican authorities to the

     needs created by the earthquake and stands ready to assist them, should they request support in these endeavours.”

           **Democratic Republic of the Congo

           The United Nations Organization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) announced today

     that it had voluntarily repatriated to Rwanda from the Democratic Republic of the Congo 11 former members of the

     Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda – known as the DFLR – a Rwandan Hutu rebel group.  These 11 are

     part of a group of 21 former combatants who have been held by the DRC authorities since last October.  For more

     information, pick up the press release in my Office.

           **Burundi

           The late arrival of rains last fall in Burundi could contribute to reduced agricultural production and increasing

     malnutrition there this year, according to UN humanitarian agencies, with the number of cases of kwashiorkor on the

     rise and a malaria epidemic also being declared in parts of the country.  The World Food Programme, the Food and

     Agricultural Organization and the UN Children’s Fund say that, to respond to the crisis, they will require an additional

     $20.4 million.

           **Extension of Sahnoun's Appointment

           Available on the racks today is a letter from the Secretary-General to the Security Council, noting the work of

     his Special Adviser dealing with the Horn of Africa, Mohamed Sahnoun, who was been involved in recent, reinvigorated

     peace efforts for Somalia and the Sudan.  The Secretary-General has decided to extend Sahnoun’s appointment until

     the end of 2003.

           **Côte d'Ivoire -- Humanitarian

           Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, continued her

     mission today with a visit to the refugee camp at Nicla, which is home to some 7,000 people from Liberia who have

     taken shelter there. 

           The well-being of the camp’s residents has been a subject of grave concern for the United Nations, as Liberian

     refugees have been discriminated against since the outbreak of violence in Côte d'Ivoire.  Further complicating their

     situation are the roadblocks set up by youth groups to limit their movements.  No neighbouring country has responded

     to the United Nations’ request to provide them with asylum.  There is note with more details upstairs.

           **UNAIDS Workshop on Sex Work and HIV/AIDS

           We have a press release from the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)on its workshop on

     sex work and HIV/AIDS.  Thirty-five representatives from the UN, governments and sex worker organizations have been

     meeting in Geneva, discussing effective ways of mobilizing sex workers and preventing the spread of HIV/AIDS among

     them.

           According to the International Labour Organization’s estimates, the sex work industry accounted for more than

     2 per cent of gross domestic product in four South-East Asian countries in the late 1990s.  The press release says

     that experiences in many countries show that when HIV infection rates among sex workers rise, it is an indication that

     HIV rates in the wider population are very likely to increase, unless effective prevention efforts are introduced.

           **UNDP Forest Programme in Viet Nam

           Yesterday in Hanoi, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) launched a $1.8 million programme

     to promote endangered tropical forests in Viet Nam.  The programme’s main goal is to support poor communities who

     depend on forests for their livelihoods, but often lack access to resources for sustainable forest management. The

     UNDP says that the main causes of forest degradation in Viet Nam are agricultural encroachment, consumption of

     wood for fuel, commercial logging, shifts in cultivation, overgrazing, war and fire damage.

           **UNEP

           The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) reports that the international effort to phase out lead in gas is

     accelerating, as more African countries switch to lead-free gas.  The results of research to be presented to the

     Governing Council when it meets in February indicates that four countries –- Egypt, Libya, Mauritius and the Sudan –-

     are already fully lead-free and four others are soon to join them.  A further 22 countries are in the process of drawing up

     action plans to phase out lead in gas.  The press release has more details.

           **Budget

           Four more Member States paid their 2003 regular budget contributions in full today.  Bosnia and Herzegovina

     and Monaco both paid more than $54,000.  Malta paid over $202,000, and New Zealand paid over $3.2 million.  There

     are now 25 Member States paid in full.

           **UNICEF

           The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) would like to announce that its Executive Director, Carol

     Bellamy, will be attending this year’s World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland.

           We had a question at yesterday's briefing about whether the Secretary-General would be going and I said he

     would not.  But I did say that Mark Malloch Brown, the Administrator of the UNDP,would be the senior-most UN official

     attending.

           Questions and Answers

           Question:  The Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for North Korea returned today and is meeting with the

     Secretary-General now.  Do you have any information on what they are talking about or what he is reporting?

           Spokesman:  No.  We did ask him if he would consider coming to this briefing.  I suspect he's decided not to,

     unless the meeting itself is lasting longer than expected.  We will ask him if he would like to talk to you and if the

     answer is no, we'll ask if we can get some kind of readout of the meeting.

           Question:  The Council for the Japanese Prime Minister indicated a few days ago that Japan was slashing

     their UN contribution on the grounds that they were paying proportionately larger than their gross domestic product. 

     Japan was paying some 20 per cent of the UN budget, but their share in the global economy was

     12 per cent.  Can you comment on the significance of this cut and how this procedure would continue?

           Spokesman:  Well, there's a formula for determining Governments' share of the UN budget, and gross

     domestic product is only one of the criteria used, population is the other.  Then there's, in addition to that, sometimes

     a certain amount of trading of fractions of points where Member States might voluntarily agree to pay more.  So, if

     Japan wants that formula changed, it'll have to negotiate it within the Committee on Contributions of the General

     Assembly.

           Thank you very much.

                                              * *** *____________________________________________________________
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* * * *

Iraq: inspections

22 January – Chief United Nations inspector Hans Blix today said that while his recent talks with senior Iraqi officials produced agreement for greater cooperation with UN monitors, Baghdad could still do more to divulge additional information.

“If you ask are they proactive – I say no, I don’t think they have come to that stage yet,” Mr. Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), told reporters upon his return to UN Headquarters in New York.

“But they have been prompt in opening practically all the sites we wanted to come to,” he added, although inspectors have found other things that are less satisfactory, including lack of access for private interviews with Iraqi scientists.

Earlier this week, Mr. Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei, Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), spent two days in Baghdad for discussions on the inspection process so far and to clarify a number of other issues.

On the recent discovery of undeclared empty chemical warheads, Mr. Blix said Iraq has appointed a commission of inquiry to look into other weapons stores that may not have been included in the arms declaration that was turned over to the UN on 7 December.

“[The warheads] should have been declared, and of course, as I have said, are these just pieces of ice that have been broken up or pieces of an iceberg?” Mr. Blix said.

Responding to a question about the length of time needed for the inspections, Mr. Blix said, “If we have the proactive cooperation – if they really make an effort – we do not need so much time as in 1991. If you do not have that cooperation, it can drag out.”

Meanwhile in Iraq, UN arms experts continued their probe for evidence of illegal weapons programmes. An UNMOVIC team of missile experts travelled to inspect the Bader State Establishment, a tool, die and moulds factory that produces small components for the Al Fatah and Al Samoud missiles.

An UNMOVIC biological team inspected the Baghdad Institute of Technology in Zaafaraniyah to verify the declaration on the site.

In Mosul, a multidisciplinary team inspected the Qayyarah Petroleum Refinery, while another joint team was in Basra.

As for the IAEA, one team held a meeting and performed an inspection at the Iraq Geological Survey Headquarters in Baghdad. Another IAEA team performed a motorized radiation survey of areas to the north of Baghdad.

* * *

Mexico

22 January – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today offered United Nations assistance after a deadly earthquake struck Mexico last night.

“The United Nations recognizes the prompt response of Mexican authorities to the needs created by the earthquake and stands ready to assist them, should they request support in these endeavours,” said a statement released by a UN spokesman in New York.

The earthquake, with a magnitude of 7.8 on the Richter scale, hit western Mexico just after 8 p.m. local time Tuesday. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said preliminary information indicated that at least 17 people were killed and more than 100 injured in Colima, about 500 kilometres west of Mexico City.

OCHA added that there are no reports that major buildings were destroyed but the electrical supply and telecommunications were disrupted. The Office is in contact with the UN Resident Coordinator in Mexico and so far, the Mexican Government has not asked for international assistance.

“The Secretary-General is deeply saddened by the loss of life, injuries and destruction that have resulted from the disaster,” the statement said. “He wishes to convey his condolences to the people and Government of Mexico and his heartfelt sympathy to all who have suffered as a result of the disaster.”

* * *

DPR of Korea

22 January – The aid pipeline on which six million to eight million people in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) depend is drying up, a United Nations envoy who just returned from that country warned today.

“There is an urgent need to keep that pipeline flowing,” Maurice Strong, Adviser to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, told reporters at UN Headquarters in New York. Earlier Wednesday, Mr. Strong briefed the Secretary-General on his recent mission to Pyongyang, which focused on the humanitarian side, although discussions were also held on the nuclear issue, which Mr. Strong said was closely linked.

“I am primarily reflecting the information that [UN officials] gave me on the spot and their concerns,” Mr. Strong said, adding that his own field trip to a children’s hospital and children’s centres, and seeing the state of those youngsters and how dependent they were, proved “that this is a real crisis.”

Mr. Strong noted that for the first quarter of this year, some 97,000 tons of food aid is urgently needed and that the UN’s appeal for $215 million for emergency operations for the rest of the year has been met with just a “meagre response.”

Turning to the DPRK’s announced intention to reactivate its nuclear programme, Mr. Strong said the authorities in Pyongyang told him that they would regard punitive actions by the UN Security Council as “a declaration or act of war.”

As for the suspension of humanitarian aid by some countries, Mr. Strong said some donors have cited the current political and nuclear crisis as a reason for stopping their assistance. “That crisis does make it more difficult to get donors to move,” he said. “It’s not just a matter of political conditions, the North Koreans say as much as they need – and they clearly need – humanitarian assistance, they cannot and will not accept it if it is attached to political conditions.”

* * *

DR of Congo


22 January – Continuing its voluntary demobilization programme for ex-combatants in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the UN mission in that country announced that 11 former fighters from Rwanda were repatriated to their home country today. 

According to the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC), the 11 returnees – combatants from the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) – were inspired to come forward by a MONUC video on the disarmament, demobilization, repatriation, resettlement and reintegration process, especially the witness statements from those previously repatriated by the Mission regarding conditions offered them during their stay.

The Mission said that in a statement issued on 9 January, the Rwandan Government pledged to continue receiving the returnees in conformity with national and international rules. The fighters who returned today were among 21 people held since last October by the Congolese authorities. 

* * * 

Burundi 

22 January – In the face of an impending malnutrition crisis in Burundi, a coalition of United Nations humanitarian agencies has mounted a coordinated strategy to help the people of the region overcome the effects of dwindling food supplies and drought-stricken crop yields.

The inter-agency response, announced today in a statement by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), will address the consequences of the late arrival of rains last fall in Burundi, which could contribute to reduced agricultural production and increasing malnutrition in that country this year. 

The World Food Programme (WFP), the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), along with OCHA and the Government of Burundi say that, to respond to the crisis, they will require an additional $20.4 million.

Nine years of civil war, displacement and a weak economy have exacerbated the humanitarian crisis in Burundi, the agencies say. The population of Burundi has become increasingly vulnerable, and while fighting has cut off access to many of the most vulnerable, their need for assistance has increased. They warn that cases of kwashiorkor are on the rise and a malaria epidemic has also been declared in parts of the country. The situation could deteriorate further if fighting and displacement intensifies as experienced in the provinces of Ruyigi, Gitega, Bubanza, Muramvya and Bujumbura Rural. 
In response to these multidimensional problems, the UN has developed a coordinated approach to consolidate and reinforce its own capacity encouraging and supporting the Government of Burundi, non-governmental organizations and civil society to respond to the possible crisis and prevent its future occurrence.

* * *

Horn of Africa


22 January – Citing reinvigorated peace efforts in Somalia and the Sudan, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has decided that his top adviser on Africa should remain in the region through the end of the year to continue providing advice on the UN’s role as the pace of negotiations accelerates. 


In a letter to the President of the Security Council, the Secretary-General notes that his Special Adviser, Mohamed Sahnoun, has been following developments in the Horn of Africa region, especially in Somalia and the Sudan, and providing assessments on what useful role the UN could play in efforts to reach negotiated settlements in the conflicts in those countries. 


Mr. Annan recalls that in recent months significant progress has been made in the peace process on the Sudan being led by the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), resulting in the Machakos Protocol, which was signed by the parties last July. Aiming for a comprehensive peace agreement, the two sides are scheduled to resume negotiations this month and Mr. Sahnoun will represent the Secretary-General at those talks. 


Noting the important achievements made thus far as well as the role Mr. Sahnoun will play in the months ahead as the pace of negotiations to reach agreements is accelerated, the Secretary-General informed the Council of his decision to extend Mr. Sahnoun’s appointment until 31 December.

* * *

Côte d’Ivoire

22 January – As the United Nations top envoy for the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire continues her month-long mission in the region, she made a stop today at a refugee camp housing thousands of Liberians seeking shelter from the sporadic fighting.  

Carolyn McAskie, the Secretary-General’s Humanitarian Envoy for the Crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, visited the refugee camp at Nicla, which is now home to some 7,000 Liberian, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).  

According to OCHA, the United Nations is gravely concerned for the well being of the camp’s residents, as Liberian refugees have been discriminated against since the outbreak of violence in Côte d’Ivoire. Further complicating their situation are the roadblocks set up by youth groups to limit their movements.  No neighbouring country has responded to the UN’s request to provide them with asylum.

* * *

HIV/AIDS

22 January – Representatives from governments and sex workers associations joined United Nations officials in Geneva today for the start of unprecedented talks aimed at identifying strategies to halt the spread of the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

Some 35 representatives from the UN, governments and sex work networks and organizations are attending a two-day consultative workshop organized by the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). The workshop seeks to identify strategies for the UN and sex worker communities to collaborate in preventing the spread and mitigate the impact of HIV/AIDS among sex workers, according to UNAIDS.

“The ultimate challenge is for Governments to make access to HIV prevention and care available to sex worker communities, implement policy and legal frameworks that do not discriminate against sex workers, set up programmes that empower young women, and work towards eliminating violence against women,” said Lin Lean Lim, Manager of the International Labour Organization’s (ILO) Gender Promotion Programme.

Experts agree that much can be done to address factors that force men and women to use sex work as a means of survival, increasing their vulnerability to HIV, according to UNAIDS. This vulnerability is exacerbated by stigma and discrimination, criminalization, limited access to health services, exploitation, and violence. Sex work is also a significant economic sector in many countries, accounting for more than 2 per cent of gross domestic product in four Southeast Asian countries in the late 1990s, according to ILO estimates.

While sex workers are among groups most affected by HIV, they have mobilized to become leading advocates and educators on prevention and care, UNAIDS said. Field experience also indicates that sex workers are among those most likely to respond to HIV prevention programmes and that involving them directly in the development and implementation of such programmes is key.

Successful prevention efforts among this high-risk group will also have far reaching benefits for society as a whole because high HIV rates among sex workers often foreshadow an increase in the general population, UNAIDS said.

* * *
Environment

22 January – South Asia suffers from excessive land degradation, desertification and habitat fragmentation, depleting the wide variety of forest products that are an important source of food, medicine and income for indigenous people, according to a new report launched by the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP).

The conclusions are found in two reports launched yesterday by UNEP on the “State of the Environment” (SOE) in South Asia. The first was written to target policy makers, while the second, “Children of the Monsoon,” was written by youth.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said that the SOE report was designed to “provide concrete guidance for action planning, policy setting and resource allocation.” It identifies livelihood security, environmental disasters, industrialization, urbanization and biodiversity issues as the five key environmental issues faced by South Asia today.

According to the SOE assessment, these problems stem from the rising energy demands and air pollution caused by the widespread industrialization of South Asian economies. They can only be alleviated by revised policies that factor in environmental and socio-economic issues, the report advises.

The youth version of the report was written by members of youth organizations belonging to the South Asia Youth Environment Network (SAYEN). In the foreword to this edition, Mr. Toepfer commends South Asia for being “a region that is economically poor and at the same time also extremely rich in resources.” He exhorts all members of the region to make a difference to it, both individually and collectively, by drawing on their culture, history and traditions.

Both publications were launched in Colombo, Sri Lanka, two weeks ahead of UNEP’s twenty-second Governing Council meeting and Global Ministerial Environment Forum to be held in Nairobi.

* * *

Millennium Goals

22 January – The top United Nations development official, Mark Malloch Brown, today warmly welcomed a plan announced in London by the United Kingdom’s Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, to create a new fund aimed at doubling investment in developing countries.

“Not only is development firmly back on the global agenda, but it is being driven by innovative ideas,” Mr. Malloch Brown, Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), said, referring to the proposed International Finance Facility (IFF). “The Chancellor’s bold proposal to leverage development assistance commensurate to the scale of the problems the world is facing is one of the most important new ideas to come in a long while.”

The new IFF would raise additional funding needed to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a set of quantified targets for development and poverty eradication to be achieved by 2015 and endorsed by all Heads of States at the Millennium Summit held at the United Nations in 2000. The IFF would borrow funds by issuing bonds, which would be distributed as grants and concessional loans.

The proposal “is a response to the fact that with new political will to solve development problems, the debate has moved on to not whether we should finance the fight against global poverty and HIV/AIDS or to improve education, but on to how,” Mr. Malloch Brown said.

The UNDP chief also called for developing new forms of public-private partnerships and for boosting the private sector in developing countries. “At the recent World Summit on Sustainable Development, over 200 partnerships initiatives were officially launched, but so far relatively few have taken off,” Mr. Malloch Brown noted. “We need to accept that while in Johannesburg we talked a good line about the business, we have not begun to ignite a real private sector economy over much of the South.”

* *** *
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Communications and Public Information, P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya 

Tel: (254-2) 623292/93, Fax: [254-2] 62 3927/623692, Email:cpiinfo@unep.org, http://www.unep.org

PAGE  
18

