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KENYANS "SMUGGLING RARE CACTUS PLANTS" FROM SOMALIA TO WEST 

Kenyans are smuggling rare cactus plants from Somalia to Western countries where they are used to make

body lotions. 

      The Lusaka Agreement Task Force Chief Intelligence Officer, Mr Clement Mwale, said they are investigating the poachers whom he said are sophisticated operators. He said: "The illegal trade is a potentially worrying phenomenon involving sophisticated operators. We are trying to unravel how the exporters secured permits  from Kenya." 

      The dry land species has thick fleshy leaves which are sold for the manufacture of ornaments and skin

lighteners. 

      Speaking at the Safari Park Hotel,Nairobi, during the 6th Governing Council of Lusaka Task Force Agreement, Mwale said they have traced the trade to a nursery in Europe and another in North America. 

      "It looks like a new, illegal trade but it may have been operating for some time now. We have only recently been alerted," said Mwale. 

      UNEP Executive Director Dr Klaus Toepfer, said the trade amounts to theft of Africa's biological resources. 

      He said: "I, We would (like to call) on more countries to join in so that this cross-border illegal trade can be more effectively countered." (Passage omitted) 

      Source: East African Standard web site, Nairobi, in English 23 Jul 03 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The East African Standard (Nairobi) 

July 23, 2003 

Posted to the web July 23, 2003 

Kenyans are smuggling rare cactus plants from Somalia to Western countries where they are

used to make body lotions. 

The Lusaka Agreement Task Force Chief Intelligence Officer, Mr Clement Mwale, said they are

investigating the poachers whom he said are sophisticated operators. 

He said: "The illegal trade is a potentially worrying phenomenon involving sophisticated

operators. We are trying to unravel how the exporters secured permits from Kenya." 

The dry land species has thick fleshy leaves which are sold for the manufacture of ornaments

and skin lighteners. 

Speaking at the Safari Park Hotel,Nairobi, during the 6th Governing Council of Lusaka Task

Force Agreement, Mwale said they have traced the trade to a nursery in Europe and another in

North America. 

"It looks like a new, illegal trade but it may have been operating for some time now. We have

only recently been alerted," said Mwale. 

Unep Executive Director, Dr Klaus Toepfer, said the trade amounts to theft of Africa's biological

resources. 

He said: "I We would (like to call) on more countries to join in so that this cross-border illegal

trade can be more effectively countered." 

Toepfer also called for more funding to battle poaching and asked other countries in the region

to join the Lusaka agreement and close the illegal markets. 

The Agreement came into force in December 1996 before a Task Force was effected in 1999. Six

governments are party to the pact. They are Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Lesotho, Congo

Brazzaville, and Zambia. 

South Africa and Rwanda have sent observers to the conference which started at on Monday. 

In a related development, Kenya is a beneficiary of the 117 sophisticated two-way radio system

donated to five African countries by the Canadian government and the International Fund for

Animal Welfare to curb poaching. 

The equipment worth Sh1.8 million (US$ 25,000) will be distributed among countries which have

signed the Lusaka Agreement, a regional agreement under the Conference on International

Trade in Endangered Species (Cites). 

Canadian High Commissioner, Mr Jim Wall, donated the equipment yesterday during the 6th

Lusaka Agreement Governing Council conference at Safari Park. 

Present were the organisation's new President, Mr Jovino Akaki, who is also Uganda's Tourism

Minister,Kenya's Environment Minister, Dr Newton Kulundu, and industrialist, Dr Manu

Chandaria. 

Akaki said the Rangers will be able to quickly call for support during poaching incidents. "They

enable Rangers who call for support when confronted by poachers in the field." 

Kulundu said the gadgets will help in the war against poaching. 

He said since November last year, five elephants have been killed by poachers,adding that he

will hold a meeting in the Kitengela area on Friday to address the issue of the slaughtering of

lions by members of the Maasai community. 

IFAW Regional Director, Mr James Isiche, said Africa wildlife authorities are ill equipped and

under-staffed to fight poachers. 

Said Isiche:"They are easily out-manoeuvred in their attempt to fight wildlife crimes by

sophisticated syndicates that operate freely across porous, national borders." 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua News Agency

July 22, 2003

 UNEP alerts new illegal trade of succulent Somali plants

      The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) said here Tuesday that succulent Somali plants has

      become the new targets of illegal African wildlife trade in the world.

      "A boom in poached 'succulent' plants is among the latest threats facing Africa's rare and endangered

      wildlife," the Nairobi-based UNEP said in a press release.

      "The protected plants are being illegally smuggled from Somalia into Kenya. From here it is believed they are being exported to Europe and North America as part of the illegal horticultural garden trade," the release

said. 

      Clement Mwale, intelligence officer for the Lusaka Agreement, was quoted as saying that the illegal trade in plants from southern Somalia appeared to be a new and potentially worrying phenomenon "involving

sophisticated operators."

      Mwale said they have evidence that the plants, dryland species resembling aloes with thick fleshy leaves

and juicy succulent interiors, are being sold for ornamental and medicinal purposes, adding that they had

traced the trade to a nursery in Europe and one in North America and are trying to unravel how the

exporters had secured permits from Kenya.

      "It looks like a new, illegal trade, but it may have been operating for some time and we have only recently

been alerted," he said.

      The Lusaka Agreement, consisting of Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Lesotho, the Republic of the Congo, Zambia,  South Africa and Rwanda, is a regional agreement under the Convention on the International Trade in

Endangered Species and known as the " African Interpol for Wildlife."

      Klaus Topfer, executive director of UNEP, which helped broker the Lusaka Agreement, said that "we are

dealing with theft of the biological resources of Africa."

      "More funding is urgently needed from donors to improve the financing of this anti-poaching initiative.

Countries, where these products are going, also need to act to close these illegal markets so that those

involved in poaching cannot profit from their highly damaging, illicit activities," he said. ___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Washington Times

July 22, 2003, Tuesday, Final Edition

Nothing sustainable about poverty
China's leaders hope to make the nation rich, to quadruple the size of its economy by 2020. It's a laudable

goal, given the increased life expectancies and better environmental protection that such wealth brings,

even though truly sustainable prosperity may only come to that country once fundamental democratic

reforms have been made.

      However, sustainable prosperity is not synonymous with sustainable development. It may even be its

opposite, according to Klaus Toepfer, the head of the U.N. Environment Program. He recently told a

group of reporters that the Earth does not have enough resources for China to meet its goals, asking

rhetorically, "Quadrupling the GDP of a country of 1.3 billion, can you imagine what are the consequences?"

He went on to argue that China could only meet its goals if developed nations radically altered their patterns  of consumption. 

      Yet the sort of developmental stasis envisioned by Mr. Toepfer is the last thing that the environment can

truly sustain. After all, protecting the environment and the species therein requires prosperity. Starving

people don't often worry if their next meal will be made from the last member of a species, just so long as its  not their last meal. As "Skeptic" publisher Michael Shermer noted in the current issue of Scientific American, "the noble savage remains one of the last epic creation myths of our time," but that simply isn't the case.  "Given the opportunity to hunt big game animals to extinction," Mr. Shermer wrote, "[Native Americans] did."

      Relatively poor countries do not often have the resources to put into environmental protection - ranging

from pollution control equipment to national parks - and they show it. Few eco-tourists schedule trips to

Somalia or the still-polluted parts of the former Soviet Union. The preservation of endangered species in

Western countries is as much a consequence of the environmental ethos that underlies their policy-making

as it is the prosperity of their economies.

      The debate comes down to a fundamental disagreement in perspective: Mr. Toepfer and those with like

minds see the size of the world's pie of resources as static, reduced each time any entity [individual or

state] takes a slice. Conservationists are in many ways far more progressive. They expect that tomorrow's

innovation will make taller pie [and so allow for greater environmental protection] from today's trash as it

has innumerable times in the past. This doesn't mean that prosperity is the solution to every environmental

      ill. As P.J. O'Rourke noted in his book, "Eat The Rich," "Money won't solve all our problems. But money will give us options - let us chose the problems we want to have."

      To be sustainable, that prosperity must be set in other social institutions - property rights, the free market

and the rule of law. China's campaigns to greater wealth have often been short-circuited because the

coercive rule of its regime has corroded those underlying essentials. Yet sustained prosperity is

demonstrably better for the environment than sustained poverty. In the future, prodigal wealth will be the

best environmental protection for China's people - all 1.3 billion of them.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Agence France Presse 

July 21, 2003 

South Aral Sea will disappear within 15 years: study 

      BODY: 

      The Aral Sea is disappearing even faster than expected, according to a new study that says its southern

      part will have become a puddle just 15 years from now. 

      Once the world's fourth largest inland sea, the Sea began to be catastrophically depleted by schemes in the

      1960s and 70s to dam the main rivers that feed it in order to grow cotton in arid Soviet Central Asia. 

      It is now a quarter of its size of 50 years ago and has broken into two fragments, the North Aral Sea, for

      which a rescue attempt has been launched, and the South Aral Sea, which has been virtually abandoned

      because of the cost of restoring it. The first hydrographic survey of the South Aral Sea since the early

      1990s has shown that its depth is plummeting and salinity soaring, the British weekly New Scientist reported  Monday on its website. 

      Older Soviet-era models predicted that, at worst, the sea level would drop from 57 metres (185 feet) above

      sea level in 1965 to 34 metres (110 feet) in 2002, and would end up 1.6 times as salty as normal seawater

      in 2002. 

      But research led by Peter Zavialov from the Shirshov Institute of Oceanology in Moscow has found that the South Aral is now just 30.5 (99 feet) metres above sea level and 2.4 times saltier than seawater. 

      Zavialov believes the faster-than-expected evaporation and saltiness are due to a feedback mechanism. 

      Lots of salt is seeping into the South Aral Sea from its eastern banks. Very salty water is dense and so it

      sinks to the bottom of the sea. 

      That means the less salty layer, about 20 metres (65 feet) deep, lies at the top of the lake and is more

      exposed to summer heat and evaporation. The higher the rate of evaporation, the smaller this layer

      becomes, the researchers believe. 

      Zavialov's paper is published in full in the journal Geophysical Research Letters. 

      The desiccation of the Aral Sea is causing great environmental and health problems. 

      The receding sea bed has exposed huge salt plains that produce dust storms and spread disease. Fishing

      has been wiped out, and agriculture is close to following it. 

      The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says that every day 200,000 tonnes of salt and

      sand from the uncovered sea bed are carried by the wind and dumped on farmland within a 300-kilometer

      (187-mile) radius of the sea, destroying pastures and arable land. 

      ri/gk
_________________________________________________________________________________________

News 24 SA

Sea to disappear within 15yrs


22/07/2003 11:04 - (SA) Paris - The Aral Sea is disappearing even faster than expected, according to a new study that says its southern part will have become a puddle just 15 years from now. 

Once the world's fourth largest inland sea, the Sea began to be catastrophically depleted by schemes in the 1960s and 70s to dam the main rivers that feed it in order to grow cotton in arid Soviet Central Asia. 

It is now a quarter of its size of 50 years ago and has broken into two fragments, the North Aral Sea, for which a rescue attempt has been launched, and the South Aral Sea, which has been virtually abandoned because of the cost of restoring it. 

The first hydrographic survey of the South Aral Sea since the early 1990s has shown that its depth is plummeting and salinity soaring, the British weekly New Scientist reported Monday on its website. 

Older Soviet-era models predicted that, at worst, the sea level would drop from 57 metres above sea level in 1965 to 34 metres in 2002, and would end up 1.6 times as salty as normal seawater in 2002. 

But research led by Peter Zavialov from the Shirshov Institute of Oceanology in Moscow has found that the South Aral is now just 30.5 metres above sea level and 2.4 times saltier than seawater. 

Zavialov believes the faster-than-expected evaporation and saltiness are due to a feedback mechanism. 

Lots of salt is seeping into the South Aral Sea from its eastern banks. Very salty water is dense and so it sinks to the bottom of the sea. 

That means the less salty layer, about 20 metres deep, lies at the top of the lake and is more exposed to summer heat and evaporation. The higher the rate of evaporation, the smaller this layer becomes, the researchers believe. 

Zavialov's paper is published in full in the journal Geophysical Research Letters. 

The desiccation of the Aral Sea is causing great environmental and health problems. 

The receding sea bed has exposed huge salt plains that produce dust storms and spread disease. Fishing has been wiped out, and agriculture is close to following it. 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) says that every day 200 000 tonnes of salt and sand from the uncovered sea bed are carried by the wind and dumped on farmland within a 300-kilometre radius of the sea, destroying pastures and arable land. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Gulf News

Projects to enhance marine environment 
 

A series of specialised projects to monitor and enhance the marine environment adjacent to The Palm, and for educational activities linked to it, will be undertaken by Nakheel and the United Nations University - International Network on Water, Environment and Health (UNU/INWEH).

A memorandum of understanding was signed, according to a statement issued yesterday.

"We have partnered with this UN agency due to their proven expertise in coastal zone management," said Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, Chairman of Nakh-eel, which is developing The Palm project.

"Nakheel is dedicated to enhancing the environment of The Palm project and is taking every opportunity to protect its diverse marine life, while minimising the environmental impact of its execution."

At the signing ceremony Dr Ralph Daley, Director of the UNU/INWEH, said: "The activities we will undertake with The Palm in Dubai include an ongoing monitoring programme for the marine waters adjacent to the development and an onsite demonstration project on habitat and fisheries enhancement."

A tri-ennial UNU-led conference on marine coastal zone management will also be held. This event is expected not only to bring global visibility to Dubai but also position Dubai as a focal point to promote the protection of the world's marine coastal resources. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

23 July 2003
General Environmental news

CITES denies Malawi's request to sell ivory stocks

Blantyre, Malawi (PANA) - The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) has rejected Malawi's application to sell a portion of its accumulated ivory. Humphrey Mzima, the deputy director of Parks and Wildlife, said CITES rejected the application because Malawi did not conform to CITES' strict conditionalities for allowing a member state to sell ivory or ivory products internationally. "For a country to be allowed to sell ivory on the international market there are strict conditionalities like evidence that that country's elephant population is either growing or has stabilized at an acceptable level," he told PANA Monday. Malawi, according to Mvula, has an estimated elephant population of 4,000 scattered in various game reserves and national parks, particularly Liwonde and Kasungu. Sources in the department of parks and wildlife say Malawi's ivory has accumulated over the years following an increase in poaching. The ivory stock has also accumulated from tusks extracted from elephants that die naturally or are shot to protect human life and property or purposes of culling when population in a certain area has overshot required numbers. The deputy director of Parks and Wildlife chief, said another CITES condition demands that an applying country must have a demonstrable record of controlling the local trade in ivory. Malawi was found wanting in all the requirements.

In a related development, several elephants are still marauding and causing havoc to villagers in Kasungu and wrecking their crops.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng004963&dte=21/07/2003
Spar Contributes R50,000 Towards Cleaner Environment

BuaNews (Pretoria): Environmental Affairs and Tourism Minister Mohammed Valli Moosa will today present a R50 000 check to the Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA). Minister Moosa will be donating the money on behalf of Spar Supermarket group as its contribution towards a cleaner environment. Speaking to BuaNews yesterday, departmental spokesperson said the department welcomed SPAR's donation towards a cleaner environment. He encouraged other chain stores and retailers' groups to follow SPAR's example by contributing towards a healthy and clean environment. The money is donated to assist the organization in its operations such as capacity building and community education in environmental issues. According to a statement from the department, when the new plastic bag legislation was introduced, SPAR decided to donate a portion of the proceeds made from the sale of thicker plastic bags to environmental organizations for charity. The new Plastic Bag Regulations came into effect on the 09 May 2003 and it outlawed the manufacturing and commercial distribution of thin plastic bags in favour of thick and recyclable ones.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307211189.html
20 die in Cameroon landslide 

Yaounde, Cameroon (PANA) - At least 20 people died in a landslide that shoot Wabane in Cameroon's south-western province between Sunday and Monday, according to State broadcasting corporation, CRTV. The landslide, which followed heavy rains, also destroyed many houses and caused serious soil erosion in the area. The civil protection unit has mobilized relief supplies to help the affected population, the report added.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng005155&dte=22/07/2003
Councilors Oppose Tana Project

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Thirty five councilors at the Tana River County Council are strongly opposed to the proposed multi-million shilling Tana Delta Environmental Management Forum (Tedemfo) project. The councilors vowed to block the forum from any donor funding until it is extensively discussed and the indigenous communities and councilors broadly involved. The chairman of the forum said the forum was an umbrella organization, which brings together over 78 Community Based Organizations (CBOs) from all locations within the Tana Delta. The project's aim is to create an enabling environment that promotes sustainable utilization of natural resources of the delta for socio-economic development. Amongst key challenges Tademfo seeks to address through the forum include over exploitation of natural resources in the delta, high levels of human/wildlife conflict and poor community perceptions and attitudes towards conservation among other issues.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200307220692.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________ ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –22 July  2003

www.tierramerica.net
Journey in Search of Dinosaurs




By By Viviana Alonso*
Tourists and hobbyists pay for the chance to dig up Triassic-era fossils, and in the process help preserve the stark, spectral natural park in Ischigualasto, northwest Argentina.
BUENOS AIRES - Any volunteer willing to put up 1,910 dollars and travel costs can be part of a paleontology expedition at Argentina's Ischigualasto Park, which could hold the secret to the origins of dinosaurs and even of mammals. 

The park, in the northwestern Argentine province of San Juan, is a moonscape: inhospitable and spectral, blasted by winds that carve strange figures into the land. 

But Ischigualasto, also known as Valle de la Luna (Valley of the Moon), is known for something that is quite down-to-earth: the emergence of fossils of the ancestors of dinosaurs, which inhabited the planet 230 million years ago, during what is known as the Triassic period. 

"The importance of the Ischigualasto basin lies in the fact that three groups of animals come together there: those that gave rise to dinosaurs, the ancestors of the crocodile and the predecessors of mammals," paleontologist Oscar Alcober, of Argentina's National University of San Juan (UNSJ), explained to Tierramérica. 

"The existence of these three groups is documented in Ischigualasto more than in any part of the world," he added. 

The area is considered so important for knowledge of the origin and evolution of reptiles and mammals that it is recognized as a world heritage site by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization). 

The panorama there is dominated by the various colors of rock, and is marked by ravines and outcroppings. Guanacos, foxes, pumas and condors are some of the inhabitants of the desert today, which 230 million years ago was a fertile plain covered by lush vegetation. 

In 1990, Alcober and his colleagues Ricardo Martínez and Guillermo Heredia needed funds in order to maintain the ongoing excavations in Ischigualasto, because the harsh erosion process, which uncovered the fossils, also destroys them within a decade. To be preserved, the fossils need to be removed. 

By chance they made contact with the U.S.-based Earthwatch Institute, and in 1994, with Earthwatch financing, the Triassic Park project was launched. 

"As the Earthwatch campaign has unfolded, more than 300 fossils have been recovered, including some exceptional formations and materials. Thanks to those findings, Argentina today holds one of the world's leading Triassic-era collections," said Alcober. 

The South American country possesses fossils of the small eoraptor predator (Eoraptor lunensis), one of the early dinosaurs, measuring no more than 1.2 meters long and 35 cm to the pelvis. And the Herrerasaurus ischigualastensis, a predator reaching four meters in length. Then there are the early fossils of young rincosaurs (Scaphonix sanjuanensis), small reptiles that are the most abundant vertebrate at the Ischigualasto dig. 

Earthwatch works with volunteers who are interested in hands-on experience involving projects like this one. 

"It is exciting and meaningful to unearth bones of animals from the Triassic in order to complete the records of these fossils," says Marjorie Siegal, a retired journalist from the eastern U.S. state of Virginia, who participated in the dig in 2001. 

To take part in a two-week expedition, volunteers travel to San Juan, where they work under the orders of Alcober and his colleagues. The enthusiasts are trained to find fossils, mark their location, remove the fossils without damaging them and prepare them to be shipped -- wrapping them in aluminum foil and covering them with plaster. 

Except for transport within the province of San Juan and the food at the camp, all expenses are paid by the volunteers themselves, who also must adapt to living in tents in the desert, with its extreme temperatures, and without electricity or running water. 

In the eight volunteer campaigns conducted so far, the program drew more than 120 volunteers from all over the world. The ninth is set to begin Aug. 31. 

"We volunteers contribute to conservation by letting the world know, through our work and money, that we value what this area has to offer," Mary Rowe, from the U.S. city of Boston and participant in at least 20 Earthwatch expeditions, said in a conversation with Tierramérica. 

Argentine Rodolfo Lomascolo, owner of a computer technology firm in Madrid, volunteered at the dig with his wife in 2001 and 2002. He noted that with each fossil uncovered one could connect with the earth's prehistoric past. 

The project could not survive without the volunteers, says Alcober. "Last year, when Argentina's economic crisis drastically cut the university budgets, we turned to former volunteers, and it was they who provided the money so that we could continue working." 

__________________________________________________________________

ROWA MEDIA UPDATE

Saudi Arabia

Protecting the Environment

In an editorial the Arab News stated that: “People continue to behave in an irresponsible manner that only results in a further deterioration of the environment, which is already under assault. Protecting the environment is not just a national responsibility but a religious responsibility as well.

There is then the problem of smoke emitted by cars and other machinery. The greatest health threat is posed by old vehicles plying the streets with clouds of smoke coming out of their exhaust pipes.

To this is added smoke from factories, the burning of medical waste often containing radioactive and poisonous material, the burning of trash and cigarette smoking. We are faced with a real problem that requires a major effort to overcome. Pollution is a man-made problem and it is up to us to fix the mess we have created.

http://www.arabnews.com/?page=13&section=0&article=29174&d=22&m=7&y=2003
UAE

License fee for ozone-unfriendly material import

The council of ministers issued here yesterday four decisions with regard to levying fees on licenses that are issued by the Federal Environmental Agency (FEA) for importing ozone-unfriendly materials

The decision No. 16 also defined ozone-unfriendly materials, which are subject to the country's licensing system, Chlorofluorocarbons or CFCs

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/july/theuae_july527.xml
Iran 

Enriched uranium in Iran samples

UN inspectors have found enriched uranium in environmental samples taken in Iran, which could mean Tehran is purifying uranium without informing the UN watchdog, diplomats said.

The diplomats, who as-ked not to be named, said analysis showed enrichment levels possibly consistent with an attempt to make weapons-grade material and high enough to cause concern at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Iran said later yesterday that the IAEA had not informed it about any findings. "The IAEA has not told Iran about this issue," Khalil Mousavi, spokes-man for Iran's Atomic Energy Organisation, said. "As soon as it takes a stance on this, then we will announce our stance," he said. 

The diplomats said the presence of enriched uranium was not solid proof Iran had done the enrichment itself.

http://www.gulf-news.com/
Lebanon

Workshop approves dumping of untreated medical waste 

The participants of a workshop on how to discharge medical waste with modern means and with minimal damage to the environment agreed Monday to allow transporting medical waste directly from hospitals to landfills and importing the Autoclave sterilizer. 

A statement released by the American University of Beirut said participants called for presenting the specifications of Beirut government hospital’s incinerator and AUB’s incinerator in the Bekaa to the Environment Ministry, to obtain the permit to burn waste after sterilizing it, in case it is not dumped in a landfill. 

The workshop was attended by several Beirut MPs, Beirut Mayor Abdel-Monem Ariss, as well as representatives from the Council for Development and Reconstruction, the Environment Ministry, Sukleen and AUB.

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/22_07_03/art34.asp
__________________________________________________________________________________________







22 July 2003

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           Good afternoon.

           **Security Council

           In speaking to the Security Council this morning, the Secretary-General said:  “In all we do we need to keep  the interests of the Iraqi people at the forefront of our minds.  We should listen to their needs, expressed by them in   their terms, and we should try to respond.”

           He added that it is vital for the Iraqi people to be able to see a clear timetable with a specific sequence of  events leading to the full restoration of sovereignty.

           Iraq, now more than ever, needs the support of its neighbours, he said.  What happens in the region does not   happen in a vacuum.  “A stable Iraq –- one that is at peace with itself and its neighbours –- is in our collective interest”,   he said, “particularly that of the region”.

           Following the Secretary-General, his Special Representative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello, presented the  Secretary-General’s report, which we flagged for you yesterday.

           He told Security Council members that, with the creation of the Governing Council, we now have “an institution  that, while not democratically elected, can be viewed as broadly representative of the various constituencies in Iraq”.  It  will need the support of the international community and the faith of the Iraqi people to succeed, he said.  To that end,  he went on to say, the Governing Council “must be empowered to deliver tangible improvements to the welfare of the  population, yet not bear the brunt of criticism for what remains the legal obligation of the Coalition Provisional Authority  under the current situation.  This will be a difficult balancing act to manage”, he said.

           As for the future, the UN will need to be flexible and be in a position to respond quickly to calls for assistance  as they arise, Vieira de Mello told the Council.  In conclusion, he said the international community owes a debt to the  Iraqi people and that debt can best be honoured by the international community’s commitment -– in word and in deed --  to supporting the rehabilitation of Iraq, both now and in the future.

           Also speaking at the meeting was Adnan Pachachi, the head of the delegation of the Iraqi Governing Council.

           The meeting is also presided by the Foreign Minister of Spain, Ana Palacio.

           We expect Vieira de Mello to speak to the press at the Security Council stakeout, following the meeting.

           Afterwards, members of the Council and the Secretary-General will hold their monthly working luncheon.

           **Security Council Disturbance

           A final note on today’s Security Council meeting, you may have noticed that just as Adnan Pachachi was   about to speak, two people in the public gallery got up to protest against the US occupation and the Governing Council.

           They were immediately escorted out of the chamber by UN security.

           The two were later identified as members of the San Francisco-based non-governmental organization (NGO)  "Occupation Watch."  This NGO is not accredited with the UN.  The two people were in the UN on one-day passes.

           They were subsequently escorted off UN premises.

           **Liberia

           Amid the reports of shelling and loss of life in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, the Office of the UN High  Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has been unable to continue its efforts to bring home thousands of Sierra  Leonean refugees currently in Liberia, with the ship it has been using, the MV Overbeck, unable to dock safely in  Monrovia.

           The UNHCR operation, which had successfully evacuated 1,250 Sierra Leonean refugees, was interrupted by  the resumption of fighting on Friday following a four-week lull, and the agency has lost contact with many of the roughly  15,000 Sierra Leoneans living in and around Monrovia.

           The World Food Programme (WFP), in a press release today, expressed its concern that hundreds of

     thousands of people who have sought refuge in makeshift shelters across Monrovia have been left without access to  adequate food supplies.  Gregory Blamoh, the WFP officer-in-charge in the city, says, “As long as the fighting continues, there is no way that we can get supplies to them.”

           Today in Dakar, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, Olara

Otunnu, and the UN Children’s Fund’s Regional Director for West and Central Africa, Rima Salah, issued a joint  statement, urging the deployment of a stabilization force without further delay, and saying that one key priority is the  release of abductees, including forcibly recruited child soldiers.

           It is estimated that one out of every ten Liberian children may have been recruited to fight at some time during  the war.

           **Sierra Leone

           The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) warned today that the reintegration of former child soldiers into civilian life in  Sierra Leone is being threatened by flagging donor support, with almost $1.4 million needed immediately, and a further  $2.5 million needed in the near future, to complete critical education programs that affect almost 100,000 children.

           UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy stressed the importance of financial support for those programmes,  saying, “If we can’t show proof of the dividends of peace to children, how can we prove the dividends of peace to  adults?”  We have a press release with more details.

           **Georgia

           High-level representatives of the “Group of Friends” of the Secretary-General, which include France, Germany,   the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States, have met in Geneva yesterday and today to review  progress in the Georgian-Abkhaz peace process.

           The meeting was chaired by Jean-Marie Guéhenno, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations,   and attended by Heidi Tagliavini, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Georgia.

           Representatives of the Georgian and Abkhaz sides were each given an opportunity to share their views.

           The Group of Friends was encouraged by the constructive engagement of the two sides on economic

     cooperation, internally displaced persons and refugee returns, as well as political and security matters, following the  Group’s first meeting, at the invitation of the Secretary-General, in February and the subsequent summit of the  Presidents of the Russian Federation and Georgia in March.

           **Venezuela

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today welcomed the Venezuelan

     Government’s decision to establish a National Commission on Refugees, which will be officially sworn in tomorrow to   oversee the Government’s efforts to protect and assist asylum seekers.  So far, Venezuela has received 1,474 formal  requests for asylum –- 99 per cent of them from Colombians.  We have more details in the briefing notes from UNHCR.

           **UNICEF

           The UN Children’s Fund today released its yearly report for the Caucasus and Central Asia, the Social Monitor  2003, with a specific focus on infant mortality.

           Reporting a “child survival crisis” in nine countries of Eastern Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent  States, UNICEF said that the infant mortality rates were up to four times higher than official figures have long claimed.

           “Misunderstanding the scope of what’s happening”, said Carol Bellamy, “prevents effective action to fix it, so  getting the numbers right is a major issue.  It’s a crucial first step to saving young lives”, she said.

           We have a limited number of copies of the report in my office.

           **General Assembly Seating

           And finally, yesterday afternoon, in the traditional lottery to determine the seating arrangement at the upcoming   session of the General Assembly, the Secretary-General drew Malawi as the first seat at the next General Assembly   -– that is, the top left desk, from the perspective of someone looking at the podium of the General Assembly Hall.

           That’s all I have for you.  Okay, back to the Council, thank you very much.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "rare" ��BBC Monitoring - Kenyans "smuggling rare cactus plants" from Somalia to west�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kenyans" ��East African Standard - Kenyans are smuggling rare cactus plants from Somalia to Western countries where they are used to make body lotions.*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Xinhua News Agency -  UNEP alerts new illegal trade of succulent Somali plants�


� HYPERLINK  \l "about" ��The Washington Times - Nothing sustainable about poverty�


� HYPERLINK  \l "study" ��Agence France Presse  - South Aral Sea will disappear within 15 years: study� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "sea" ��City Press SA- Sea to disappear within 15yrs�





*This story also reported by ANSA (Italian news agency)
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