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U.N. environment chief confronts skeptic on need to address climate change

BYLINE: PANOS KAKAVIATOS; Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: MAINZ, Germany

   The  United Nations'  top environment official confronted a maverick Danish environmentalist who plays down the threat of global warming, accusing him of taking a cynical approach to the developing world's problems.

   Bjoern Lomborg is known for his 2001 bestseller, "The Skeptical Environmentalist," which drew widespread criticism for its argument that concerns about melting ice caps, deforestation, acid rain were exaggerated.

Those views prompted U.N. Environment Program chief Klaus Toepfer to seek Monday night's often testy debate at the University of Mainz. 

   Lomborg argued that the Kyoto Protocol, which requires industrial nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 2012 to pre-1990s levels, "is not a good investment." He maintained that, even if the United States reversed its opposition to the agreement, it would merely delay the problem.

   "Implementing the Kyoto agreement on climate change would cost at least US$150 billion each year, yet would merely postpone global warming for six years by 2100," he said. "The family in Bangladesh who will get flooded will have an extra six years to move."

   "Why not spend the money for Kyoto on things that will have an immediate effect on peoples' lives? For US$200 billion we could give clean drinking water and sanitation to every single human on earth," he argued.

   Toepfer countered that "numbers and economics" alone should not determine the need for action to counter climate change, and took issue with Lomborg's argument that it doesn't figure as a priority among people in the developing world.

   "You are being cynical," he said. "It is not surprising that if you ask people in Uganda, that their priority is how to feed their family. They are confronted with this pandemic of AIDS, and that is of course a priority, but we must also look at the challenges of global warming."

   "I don't want the family in Bangladesh to move six years later. I want to change what is now happening with climate change so that they don't have to move at all," added Toepfer.

   Before joining the  United Nations,  Toepfer served as Germany's environment minister.

   Lomborg, a statistician and former member of Greenpeace, was listed by Time magazine in April as one of the world's 100 most influential people.

   He argues that the Earth overall is getting cleaner and humankind healthier and richer, and that the developing world eventually will follow industrial countries in taming pollution.

   He noted that fossil fuels are "going to die out anyway." That, he said, would mean temperatures would decrease again once they are exhausted.

   Toepfer said that approach was "exactly what we have to avoid."

   "Sure, London is clean, but look at the air pollution in Mexico, look at the air pollution in Jakarta," he said. "Should we just sit back and tell them to grin and bear it?"
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UN environment agency teams up with Bayer AG to help young people
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21 June 2004 – The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) today announced a €1 million (euro) yearly partnership with German-based chemicals and healthcare company Bayer AG to support the agency’s global strategy to involve young people in environmental issues. 

The initiative is called “Tunza” – a Kiswahili word meaning to treat with care or affection – and aims to engage young people in UNEP’s work, increasing their participation in sustainable development issues. 

Set to unfold over a six-year period, activities and events will include the annual Tunza international conferences for children and youth as well as related publications. 

UNEP and Bayer have worked together on projects in the Asia and Pacific region for nearly a decade, organizing competitions for World Environment Day and providing opportunities for young people to participate in environmental study tours and international learning forums, such as last year’s Eco-Innovate 03, in Sydney, Australia, at the University of New South Wales. 

Hailing the latest collaboration, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said, “This partnership will help young people take the stage in environmental awareness raising and decision-making.” 

Mr. Toepfer and Bayer’s Chairman of the Board of Management, Werner Wenning, signed the three-year agreement today at the company’s headquarters in Leverkusen, Germany. 

Bayer is also a founding member of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Global Compact, which encourages companies and other stakeholders to work with the UN to achieve human rights, labour and environmental goals. 

Sify, India

Bayer inks pact with UNEP 

Tuesday, 22 June , 2004, 14:38 
Bayer, a leading pharmaceutical company, has signed an agreement with the United Nations Environment Progarmme(UNEP) to promote environment project for young people around the world. 

Attila Molnar, Chairman and CEO of Bayer Corporation announced that Bayer is the first company to enter into a partnership with UNEP in support of youth and the environment. 

The agreement was reached at Bayer Group headquarters in Leverkusen, Germany, between Bayer Group Chairman Werner Wenning and UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer. 

Under the accord, Bayer will provide one million euros each year for three years and other non-financial assistance to UNEP. 

"Bayer puts substantial investments of time and financial support into schools from the elementary level through college. We know that the students of today will supply the bright jolts of discovery leading to the scientific breakthroughs of tomorrow," Molnar said. 

Business Line (India)

22 June 2004

 Bayer promotes project for younger genre with UNEP 
NEW YORK: Bayer, a leading pharmaceutical company, has signed an agreement with the United Nations Environment Programme(UNEP) to promote environment project for young people around the world, Chairman and CEO of Bayer Corporation, Mr Attila Molnar has announced. 

Thus Bayer becomes the first company to enter into a partnership with UNEP in support of youth and the environment. The agreement was reached at Bayer Group headquarters in Leverkusen, Germany, between Bayer Group Chairman Mr Werner Wenning and UNEP Executive Director Mr Klaus Topfer. 

Under the accord, Bayer will provide one million euros each year for three years and other non-financial assistance to UNEP. 

Bayer puts substantial investments of time and financial support into schools from the elementary level through college. 

We know that the students of today will supply the bright jolts of discovery leading to the scientific breakthroughs of tomorrow, Mr Molnar said. 

Bayer Corporation, headquartered in Pittsburgh, is part of the worldwide Bayer Group, an international health care and chemicals group based in Leverkusen, Germany. - PTI 
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22 June 2004

Bayer partners with UN on environmental projects for youth
The Bayer Group has become the first private-sector company to partner with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in environmental projects for young people. Under the agreement, Bayer will provide annual funding of around EUR $1 million and
additional non-financial support to promote environmental projects for young people in collaboration with UNEP, initially for a three-year period. 

"As a research-based enterprise, Bayer traditionally places great emphasis on promoting science education for young people," explained Werner Wenning, chairman of Bayer's management board. "We have therefore been actively involved in environmental programs for young people for many years. 

"Through our international cooperation with UNEP we will be continuing to support specific projects geared to strengthening young people's environmental awareness and improving their knowledge of the environment. This is particularly important in countries where environmental protection is not accorded the same priority as it is in Germany." 

Bayer and UNEP have worked together on specific projects in the Asia-Pacific region for many years. The cooperation agreement will serve as a basis for them to step up current projects, transfer successful initiatives to other countries and develop ideas for new projects in this field. 

At the heart of the partnership is the Young Environmental Envoy Program, where young people visit Bayer to learn about sustainable development and various methods of environmental protection. They are expected to pass this knowledge on when they return to their home countries. 06/22/2004 11:06 a.
__________________________________________________________________________

Europa Press

RSC.- Bayer y el PNUMA firman un acuerdo por tres años para implicar a los jóvenes en el cuidado del Medio Ambiente.
MADRID, 22 (EUROPA PRESS)
22 de junio de 2004, 15:42


El Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) anunción hoy que destinará un millón de euros anuales en colaboración con la empresa farmacéutica alemana Bayer para implicar a los jóvenes en las cuestiones medioambientales, según informa la propia agencia internacional.

La iniciativa, llamada 'Tunza', una palabra swahili que significa "tratar algo especial con ciudado y afecto", propone involucrar a los jóvenes en el trabajo del PNUMA, incrementando su participación en las cuestiones sobre Medio Ambiente sostenible. El programa se extenderá durante un periodo de tres años, con actividades y eventos que incluirá la Conferencia Anual Tunza para Niños y Jóvenes, así como publicaciones relacionadas con el tema.

PNUMA y Bayer ya han trabajado juntos en proyectos en Asia y la región del Pacífico durante casi una década, organizando competiciones para el Día Mundial del Medio Ambiente y proporcionando oportunidades para que los jóvenes participen en viajes de estudios medioambientales y Forums internacionales de aprendizaje, como 'Eco Innovación 2003', celebrado el pasado año en la Universidad en Nueva Gales del Sur, en Australia.

Sobre la iniciativa, el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, aseguró que "esta colaboración ayudará a los jóvenes a que se conciencien, participen y tomen decisiones". Toepfer y el presidente de Bayer, Werner Wenning, firmaron hoy el acuerdo por tres años en la sede de la compañía en Leverkusen, Alemania.

Bayer es también miembro fundador del Pacto Mundial auspiciado por el secretario general de Naciones Unidas, Kofi Annan, que anima a las empresas y otros 'stakeholders' a trabajar con la ONU para fomentar el respeto a los Derechos Humanos y laborales y el Medio Ambiente.
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Andrew for UN conference
ANDREW Hodgins, a student at Campbell College, has been selected to represent Ireland at the United Nations International Children's Conference on the Environment in America. 

The conference will take place between July 19 and 23 in Connecticut and will be attended by delegates aged 10-13 from all over the world.

Andrew's selection as Irish delegate follows his Children of Ireland Award which was presented to him for his outstanding contribution to the environment. 

ENS

Tiger, Rhino, Bear Parts Seized by Customs Australia 
CANBERRA, Australia, June 22, 2004 (ENS) - One of Australia’s largest seizures of endangered wildlife and plant products used in complementary medicines was made in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane Friday in a joint operation by the Department of the Environment and Heritage, the Australian Customs Service, and the Australian Federal Police. 

"Officers raided five complementary medicine outlets in three states where they found large quantities of illegal imports derived from endangered species that are prohibited under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999,” said Environment Minister Dr. David Kemp. 

Australian Customs officer displays some of the seized products. (Photo courtesy Australian Customs)
Officers found products labeled as containing bear bile, tiger bone, rhinoceros horn and parts from other endangered animals and plants – species listed under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) because unregulated trade is a major threat to their survival. 

“This was a well-planned and executed operation resulting in a large quantity of seized products," said Minister for Justice and Customs Senator Chris Ellison. "The market value of these products is currently being assessed, but it will have a dramatic impact on the illegal complementary medicines trade." 

In Australia, alternative health is now a A$1.5 billion a year industry. However, the growing popularity of complementary medicines here and overseas has increased demand for endangered wildlife species traditionally used for medicinal purposes. 

“While complementary medicine is not the only thing that drives poachers to kill endangered animals and illegally harvest endangered plants, it is a significant contributing factor. The industry must adapt to the urgent plight of endangered species used in traditional medicine so more species don’t become extinct,” Kemp said. 

Following a report by the World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) on the illegal bear bile trade in Australia, a number of outlets had been under surveillance for several months, culminating in the successful raids. 

Since 1999, the Australian government has seized more than 29,000 illegal wildlife imports and exports, mostly small imports brought in by travellers for personal use. 

This seizure of commercial quantities, which follows another large seizure in October 2003, sends a clear message that the Australian Government is committed to eliminating the illegal trade in products made from endangered species, Ellison said. 

Bear gallbladders seized in the raids (Photo courtesy Australian Customs)
“While investigations are continuing, it is expected that charges for offences under the EPBC Act will be laid, he said. The maximum penalties for an individual caught breaching Australia’s wildlife trade and protection laws are a fine of up to $110 000 and/or up to 10 years in prison.” 

“The worldwide trade in wildlife is estimated at billions of dollars and, if it is undertaken in an illegal and unregulated manner, poses a serious risk to the survival of many unique animals and plants,” Kemp said. 

Kemp held out hope that people could learn to substitute other substances for those made from endangered species. “Many complementary medicines use non-threatened species," said Kemp, "and there are synthetic versions of some products available, including bear bile. Choosing alternatives assists the continued survival of endangered species in the wild, and helps establish a sustainable complementary medicine industry.” 

“The Australian government’s environment, customs and law enforcement officers will continue to police our strict wildife trade laws," Kemp warned. "We are determined to protect threatened species here and overseas, and to eliminate the illegal trade in wildlife.” 

If consumers are unsure about which complementary medicines are illegal, they can contact the Department of the Environment and Heritage on (02) 6274 1900. Advice on which wildlife species are subject to controls is available online at www.deh.gov.au
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BBC

More delay for Mars water search 
By Paul Rincon 
BBC News Online science staff 


The deployment of a radar on Europe's Mars Express probe which is to look for water and ice under the Red Planet has been delayed until later this year. 
The 40m-long Marsis antenna was due to open out of the spacecraft on 20 April. 

The delay is linked to concerns that the antenna might swing back with a greater range of motion than expected after opening, hitting the spacecraft. 

The Marsis radar altimeter will search for water up to 5km (3 miles) beneath the surface of the Red Planet. 

The antenna consists of two 20m-long hollow booms that are folded up like a concertina aboard Mars Express. When a pyrotechnic mechanism is fired, the booms spring out like a jack-in-the-box. 

Data from the most recent mathematical models carried out by the antenna's manufacturer, Californian-based Astro Aerospace, suggested the instrument's deployment might be more "dynamic" than previously thought. 

Dynamic deployment 
Concerns that the antenna might swing back and hit delicate components on the spacecraft led the radar's science team to call for a halt to deployment. 

Marsis scientists have since been reviewing the Astro Aerospace data and making their own measurements to re-assess the likely properties and movement of the antenna in space. 

At the end of this review period, they will make their recommendations to the European Space Agency (Esa), which will take the final decision on whether to deploy. 

Marsis looks set to miss a deployment window over the summer as a result of the review. It will then have to wait until the end of a Mars solar conjunction, which lasts from 31 August to 1 October. 

This conjunction will put Earth and the Red Planet on opposite sides of the Sun, making communication with Mars Express more difficult. 

Rudolf Schmidt, Mars Express project manager told BBC News Online: "Sometime after summer, no precise date is agreed, we will reach the level of confidence to make a decision about deployment. 

"Should the new results still indicate a risk that the boom may hit the spacecraft, we will analyse the associated impact energy, potential area to be hit, sensitivity for damaging and so on." 

The only variable scientists can change about the deployment of Marsis is the temperature of the box in which the antenna is stored. But as one scientist points out: "It's either cold or very cold." 

The deployment will cause a two-week interruption to the work of the other instruments but Dr Schmidt added that he was confident a compromise would be reached with the instruments' science teams. 

"Once we know that we are ready to deploy, we will talk to the scientists to see how to phase the deployment into the ongoing science observations," he said. 

Mars Advanced Radar for Subsurface and Ionosphere Sounding (Marsis) will seek evidence of underground water, either frozen or liquid. It is thought the greatest reservoir of retained water on Mars could be found beneath the planet's surface. 

Marsis is designed to discern boundaries between layers of material as deep as 5km under the surface. It will also examine the structure and variability of the Martian ionosphere, the top layer of the atmosphere. 

ROLAC  MEDIA UPDATE –21 June  2004 
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	GLOBAL: Photo Contest for Environmental Diversity 
	
	


MEXICO CITY - The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) has organized a worldwide photo contest around the theme of challenges confronting environmental diversity. 

The winners of the contest ''Focus on Your World'' will receive prizes ranging from 500 dollars to 20,000 dollars, and their work will be exhibited from March to September 2005 in Japan. 

UNEP sources in Mexico, where the Latin American and Caribbean office is based, told Tierramérica that the contest is the most important of its kind and that hundreds of amateur and professional photographers are expected to participate in the adult, youth and children's categories. 

''We know that the extraordinary diversity of life on our planet is endangered. You are invited to enter 'Focus on Your World' and photographically express your hope, joy, anger, and concern for all life on Earth. Send us your photographs. Show us your world,'' says UNEP in its official launch of the contest, which opened this month and lasts through Oct. 24. 

www.ips.org
ENVIRONMENT-BRAZIL:
The Scent of Biodiversity 

Mario Osava* 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Jun 21 (Tierramérica) - Many fisherfolk on the Brazilian Amazon island of Marajó suffer hunger during the rainy months of ''big waters'' in the first half of the year, when the fish disappear. 

But in recent years, gathering fruit for the perfume and cosmetics industry has opened the door for a new source of income during that critical period. 

This is a positive social effect of the expansion of an industry that is based on the sustainable use of Brazil's vast biodiversity, say activists and experts. 

The Amazon forest's products are harvested and transformed into oils by Brasmazon, a small business in Belén, capital of the northern state of Pará, supplying the cosmetics division of its holding company Beraca Sabará, a chemical firm based in Sao Paulo and with affiliates in four other cities. 

The river-dwelling population of Marajó stopped cutting down the andirobas (Carapa guianensis), ucuúbas (Virola sebifera) and murumurús (Astrocaryum murumuru) trees once they realised they could make a better living from the fruits of the plants around them, like the cupuaçú (Theobroma Grandiflorum), Luiz Roberto Morais, chemist and Brasmazon bio-prospecting manager, told Tierramérica. 

The output of Brasmazon, which Morais founded in 1989 and later sold to Beraca Sabará, is growing 200 percent a year, he said. 

That reflects the exceptional expansion of demand. The Brazilian perfume and cosmetics industry association ABIHPEC reported growth of 37.1 percent in the past five years, while the country's overall industrial sector saw just 2.7 percent growth, curbed by a series of economic crises. 

In that time the cosmetics industry doubled its exports, and its trade balance went from a deficit of 59.7 million dollars in 1999 to a surplus of 80.5 million in 2003, when sales abroad reached 224.3 million dollars. 

The incorporation of oils and extracts of autochthonous origins is an advantage for Brazilian cosmetics on the international market, where they otherwise cannot match the technology of bigger companies, ABIHPEC president Joao Carlos Basilio da Silva said in a Tierramérica interview. 

Furthermore, advances in design and best practices for production, with safety testing and microbiological analysis have made the Brazilian industry competitive. Its goal for the next three years is to maintain export growth at 20 percent annually, at least, he said. 

This year, the first four months alone saw 26.7 percent growth. 

It is an industry that wants to maintain ''the forest on its feet,'' in contrast to the impacts of the activities of the logging companies, Da Silva said. 

Recognition of ABIHPEC's efforts towards sustainability came in an agreement with the certified forestry product-purchasing group, created by the non-governmental organisation Friends of the Earth/Amazon Brazil, so that companies in the cosmetics and perfume industry have information about the communities providing their natural inputs. 

''We want an orderly system, with environmental preservation and fair trade criteria that attend to the needs of the communities, paying for their traditional knowledge of local plants,'' Luis Villares, manager of Friends of the Earth's sustainable business services, told Tierramérica. 

Better socio-environmental results require new relationships with the extracting communities. 

Villares says they should organise themselves into cooperatives or partnerships and obtain more training, such as in forest management, so that they do not rely completely on the buyer, but also satisfy the demand in terms of quantity, quality and delivery, at fair prices. 

The cosmetics industry that takes advantage of Brazil's biodiversity could make sustainable extractive activities economically viable, and is important from the educational perspective because it teaches the consumer the value of nature, motivating buyers ''to help preserve it,'' said Villares. 

One example of ''spectacular success'', according to the Friends of the Earth expert, is the Ekos line of products from the company Natura. Its perfumes, shampoos and other beauty products based on natural ingredients have been sold since 2000 and ''stimulate conservation efforts.'' 

Natura, founded 35 years ago, has grown a great deal since it launched this line of products, and now exports to numerous Latin American countries and has plans to open a shop in Paris. 

Valuing and preserving nature paints a strong image, especially in Europe, and that is reflected in the success of Ekos, says Sonia Tuccori, head of research and development with biodiversity for Natura. 

The company aims to be ''socially just'' with its supplier communities, recognising the value of traditional knowledge of local flora and paying fair prices for the raw materials used in the cosmetics, she said. 

Andirobas, buritis (Mauritia vinifera), Brazil nuts (Betholletia excelsa), copaibas (genus Copaifera) and pripriocas (Cyperus articulatus, Kyllinga) are just some of the ''fruits of the forests'' utilised in Natura products. 

The company has added to its perfume line a cologne using extract of the victoria regia, symbol of the Amazon. This giant aquatic flower's leaves reach 1.8 meters in diameter, and the blossom -- the largest in the Americas -- grow to 30 cm in diameter. 
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	ARGENTINA: Activists Denounce Logging in Preserve 
	
	


BUENOS AIRES - The Argentine non-governmental Foundation for Environmental Defense issued a warning that the indigenous Mbya community could disappear if a logging company continues operations in their territory. 

The Mbya, part of the larger Guaraní indigenous family, have lived for 1,500 years in Yabotí, in an area of the northeastern province of Misiones that was recognized in 1995 as a biosphere reserve by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization). 

The land is owned by Moconá Forestal, which could engage in sustainable activities there, but instead cuts down the trees that the Indians use for natural medicines, and constitutes ''silent genocide'', says Raúl Montenegro, a Foundation member. 

The Mbya filed a lawsuit to strip the company of ownership of the land where they live, and the Foundation asked the Misiones provincial government to halt the logging until a ruling is made. 

	
	 
	 



	COLOMBIA: Indigenous Hands, No Glyphosate 
	
	


BOGOTA - Indians in the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta nature reserve in northern Colombia began an effort on Jun. 15 to manually eradicate illegal crops of coca and marijuana as part of a governmental plan to fight the drug trade. 

To protect the environment, the Indians asked the government to keep its promise to accept manual eradication of the crops as a total substitute for fumigation with the herbicide glyphosate. 

Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta is one of 49 protected areas in Colombia, which together cover 10 million hectares, or 10 percent of national territory. 

The government was preparing to fumigate the drug crops in the area with the powerful and toxic glyphosate as part of U.S.-sponsored programs, but pressure from non-governmental organizations led to alternative pilot projects like destruction of coca, the raw material for cocaine, and marijuana, by hand. 

	
	 
	 



	PERU: Species Patent Proposal Rejected 
	
	


LIMA - Peru will not agree to the system on patents for plants and animals that the United States proposed in a bilateral free trade agreement, ''because it does not adequately protect the wealth of Peruvian biodiversity, nor does it guarantee the ancestral rights of indigenous communities.'' 

This official position was expressed last week by the president of the National Institute for the Defense of Competition and Protection of Intellectual Property, Fernando Arrunátegui. 

''The system proposed by the United States would allow any citizen from another country to legally appropriate the traditional pharmacological knowledge of indigenous Peruvian communities,'' he said. 

''What is needed is a system of special protection, which must also protect our biodiversity,'' said Arrunátegui. Treaty negotiations have been taking place in the southeastern U.S. city of Atlanta. 

	
	 
	 



	GUATEMALA: Santiaguito Volcano Threatens Rivers 
	
	


GUATEMALA CITY - Guatemala's disaster relief agencies have set up a center at a farm 170 km west of the capital to monitor the dangerous emissions of the Santiaguito Volcano, which are affecting the Samalá River. 

The ash and lava mixed with water flow down the sides of the volcano and once dried take on the consistency of cement. 

''Because of the heavy rains, the emissions are undermining the footings of bridges and filling the Samalá and other rivers,'' Gustavo Chigna, an expert with the Guatemalan seismology and volcano institute, told Tierramérica. 

The Santiaguito, which reaches an altitude of 2,510 meters, begin to spew the dangerous mixture in early June and continues today. The volcano was formed in July 1922, and since 1975 its activity has been increasing -- and harming the Samalá, Nima II and Tambor rivers. 

	
	 
	 



	HONDURAS: Government Protects Protesters 
	
	


TEGUCIGALPA - The Honduran government has promised to protect Roman Catholic priest Andrés Tamayo and the rest of the participants in the National March for Life, after an attempt was made on the life of another priest last week in the northeastern department of Olancho. 

The priest, seen as an ally of Tamayo, escaped the attack unharmed. 

''I have instructed the police and armed forces to provide due protection to the demonstrators as they begin the march from different points around the country,'' in the mobilization to take place Jun. 24-30, said President Ricardo Maduro. 

Bertha Oliva, of the Honduran Committee of Families of the Detained-Disappeared, and march organizer, told Tierramérica that Tamayo was going to accompany priest Juan Pagoada, ''but last-minute problems prevented him from getting in the car'' that was attacked. 

''We have concrete evidence that the attack was aimed at Tamayo, but we know that life is only defended with life. We are not idealistic environmentalists or making a pilgrimage while fasting,'' she said. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

ENTREVISTA

<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" /> 

“ESTADOS UNIDOS LIDERA EN EL MUNDO LA EMISIÓN DE GASES, POR ESO DEBIERA LIDERAR LA LUCHA CONTRA LA CONTAMINACIÓN AMBIENTAL" 

El Doctor Klaus Töpfer, es el actual Director Ejecutivo del Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente, PNUMA.

En su reciente visita a Buenos Aires, revela en entrevista exclusiva a RENA, la preocupación que existe respecto de la actitud de los países desarrollados sobre la emisión de gases. Critica la negativa de los EE.UU por no suscribir el Protocolo de Kyoto y asegura que desde el PNUMA se trata de fiscalizar el manejo de los fondos para ayuda humanitaria en el mundo.  

¿ Porqué cree que recién ahora pareciera que los países más ricos han advertido que hay enormes problemas en materia de cambio climático en el mundo?

A partir de este proceso general de industrialización los países desarrollados han utilizado combustibles fósiles y han emitido dioxinas. Esto se relaciona con la producción y el consumo en esos países, y por eso ahora es que tenemos estos efectos sobre el clima. Venimos de Africa, y las cifras allí son muy contundentes: representa el 14 por ciento de la población mundial y solamente tienen una participación del 2 por ciento de las emisiones de dioxinas. Africa sufre muchísimo el cambio climático pero no puede cambiar esa situación (de la cual no son culpables) y por ello los países desarrollados deben hacer algo al respecto. Por eso en el Protocolo de Kyoto tenemos una meta y un cronograma claro para los países desarrollados...no para los países en desarrollo. 

¿Puede ser que los países desarrollados hayan comenzado a sentir ahora los perjuicios que ellos mismos han generado y por ello están reaccionando ante los efectos?

Sin dudas. Ahora todo el mundo sabe que por el cambio climático tenemos solamente perdedores y no hay ningún ganador. Por eso se abren más los ojos y se reclama acción. Toda la información sobre la retracción de los glaciares, sobre las condiciones extraordinarias climáticas de tormentas, inundaciones, sequías, demuestra que están relacionadas con el cambio climático. Debemos informar al público que están perdiendo ellos y sus hijos y por ello es que ha sido tan efectiva la película “El día después de mañana”, que por supuesto aunque es una ficción, nos está mostrando que estamos influenciando el clima, y eso sí ha sido comprobado científicamente. 

¿Cuál es su opinión respecto de la actitud de los Estados Unidos de no suscribir a la “no emisión de gases” del Protocolo de Kyoto?

Estamos convencidos que esa debiera ser una meta clara, el hecho de que EE.UU se incluya en este Protocolo es esencial, porque es un país que se encuentra a la vanguardia de la era tecnológica y lidera en el mundo, la emisión de gases per cápita. Por eso debiera “liderar” justamente esa lucha. Pero también debemos subrayar que en los Estados Unidos hay mucha lucha contra el cambio climático, si uno visita los diferentes estados (por caso California), acaban de promulgar una ley donde los vehículos deben comenzar a emitir menos CO2 en una determinada fecha y hay muchos otros estados que están tomando acciones parecidas. También las empresas tienen una meta clara al respecto y comparten las decisiones de los gobiernos federales sobre el manejo energético y el empleo de energías renovables. Pero esto – aclaró- no tiene solo que ver con el medio ambiente, sino también con cuestiones económicas ya que hemos sido testigos del incremento de los precios del petróleo y una dependencia muy riesgosa sobre una sola fuente de energía. Es mejor ampliar el espectro energético lo que nos trae una perspectiva nueva. Estados Unidos tiene que entender esto y apoyar las medidas contra el cambio climático.

Hay una incógnita sobre los destinos de los gigantescos fondos que se manejan en el mundo para ayuda humanitaria ¿ Existe algún organismo internacional que los controle para que sean más transparentes?

Las Naciones Unidas está haciendo un trabajo muy importante es ese sentido. Tenemos el Grupo de Desarrollo (el PNUMA es miembro), y estamos comprometidos a coordinar y realizar trabajos transparentes en todos los desastres que se produzcan sean provocados por el hombre como los naturales. También se sabe que las organizaciones no gubernamentales hacen ese trabajo, pero no es fácil coordinarlos a todos, aunque reconozco que son ciudadanos dedicados. Pero por supuesto que necesitamos hacer más. 

¿Qué evaluaciones ha hecho el PNUMA respecto de las pérdidas económicas que  provocan los desastres en el mundo?

Estamos trabajando en estrecha colaboración con la industria del seguro y las principales empresas aseguradoras, y tenemos cifras muy precisas respecto del incremento de las pérdidas relacionadas con los desastres. Especialmente los desastres naturales a nivel nacional. Esto es la “etiqueta” de cómo estamos manejando el medio ambiente, pero para las empresas de seguro esto significa el riesgo comercial que corren y por lo tanto tienen un gran interés en colaborar con nosotros y poder enfrentar las pérdidas y primas que hay pagar, pero sobre una base realista dentro de sus cálculos. 

Se puede hablar de cifras varias veces millonarias...

Sin dudas. La curva ascendente se ha pronunciado más aún en los últimos 10 años. El aumento fue realmente dramático. Hemos hecho diferenciaciones de pérdidas totales y las aseguradas. En los países en desarrollo, las pérdidas en general no están aseguradas, pero en los desarrollados siempre hay alguna cobertura de seguro, aunque aquellos (en desarrollo) son más vulnerables a los desastres en materia de técnicas de construcción,  planificación de sus ciudades y pueblos. Los países en desarrollo...una vez están sufriendo también por esta cuestión.

 __________________________________________________________________________________________
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
UN Security Council warns against belligerence in eastern DR of Congo

*
Number of Congolese fleeing to Burundi jumps to 31,000, UN reports

*
Annan condemns murder of Korean interpreter who had been abducted in Iraq

*
Peace missions can benefit from civil groups’ input, Annan tells Security Council

*
UN health experts warn that West, Central Africa may soon face polio epidemic

*
Senior UN refugee official visits Sudan in anticipation of 600,000 returns

*
UN staffer killed in crossfire in Russian republic of Ingushetia

*
Annan suggests another 6-month extension for UN force in Golan Heights

*
Humanitarian problems remain from late May flooding in southern Haiti, UN says

*
Western Sahara: UN mission welcomes planned release of 100 Moroccan POWs

*
HIV and hunger spell ‘death spiral’ for southern Africa – UN relief official

* * * *

DRC

22 June – Condemning “in the strongest terms” any outside involvement in the volatile situation in Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the United Nations Security Council today urged Secretary-General Kofi Annan to determine whether the UN mission there needs “a possible rapid reaction capability.”

In a Presidential statement adopted this evening following closed-door consultations, the Council also warned all parties against any attempt at fighting one another or violating the embargo against financial or military assistance imposed on the eastern DRC.

An estimated 31,000 Congolese have fled to Burundi since an insurgency, led by dissident Gen. Laurent Nkunda and Col. Jules Mutebusi, erupted in late May. The rebels briefly held the town of Bukavu in early June. Another 3,000 refugees escaped to Rwanda, but that country largely closed its borders.

The refugees feared they would be caught in fighting between Congolese government troops and the ethnic-Banyamulenge (Congolese Tutsi) rebels, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has said.

The statement, read out by the Council president for June, Ambassador Lauro L. Baja Jr. of the Philippines, called on the DRC’s Transitional Government and the Government of Rwanda to respond immediately to efforts by the UN mission (MONUC) to establish “a joint verification mechanism for their common security, including verification of cross-border movements,” he said.

The Security Council urged Rwanda not to provide any practical or political support to armed groups in the DRC, particularly those led by Gen. Nkunda and Col. Mutebusi, and it strongly encouraged the leaders of DRC, Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi “to work together to reduce tensions and restore confidence in the region.”

The Council also reminded Uganda not to provide military support for armed Congolese groups and called on Burundi to prevent support going from its territory to armed groups in neighbouring DRC.

The DRC Government of National Unity and Transition should “reverse the current climate of impunity” by investigating the human rights abuses and deaths of innocent civilians and holding the perpetrators to account, Mr. Baja said.

Meanwhile, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard said mutineer Col. Mutebusi’s forces fired on a MONUC military patrol last Sunday in Kamanyola, near Bukavu.

“A UN helicopter was called in and warning shots were fired at the rebel forces, who then dispersed. No casualties were reported,” he said in New York.

The action was within MONUC s mandate under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, which authorizes the use of force.

* * *
DR of Congo

22 June – Fear of renewed fighting in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has brought the number of refugees in Burundi to 31,000 today from an estimated 25,000 just four days ago, but the deployment of DRC troops along the border area may have discouraged major cross-border movement, the United Nations refugee agency said today.

“The refugees had fled their villages in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo since 9 June, fearing they would be caught in fighting between Congolese government troops and ethnic-Banyamulenge (Tutsi) rebels,” the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said.

Of the 3,000 refugees in Rwanda, 137 non-Banyamulenges returned to the DRC on Sunday and more were expected today, UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis said at a news briefing in Geneva.

The transitional DRC Government recently built up a force of 20,000 troops in the border area to counter the insurgency led by dissident Gen. Laurent Nkunda and Col. Jules Mutebutsi, according to William Lacy Swing, chief of the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC).

* * *

Iraq

22 June – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today condemned the murder of Kim Sun-Il, an interpreter from the Republic of Korea who was working for a trade company in Iraq when he was abducted last week.

In a statement issued by his spokesman, Mr. Annan said he was appalled by the killing of Mr. Kim.

Mr. Annan “condemns in the strongest terms this heartless crime, which no political or other cause can justify,” the statement said, adding the Secretary-General appealed for the immediate and safe release of all hostages being held in Iraq.

The Secretary-General also offered his condolences to the family of Mr. Kim and to the Government of the Republic of Korea.

* * *
Civil society

22 June – Hailing the Security Council’s efforts to strengthen its connection with civil society organizations, Secretary-General Kofi Annan today said their input could enhance the work of United Nations peace operations.

“I believe that Council members can benefit from the expertise, focus and insight which civil society groups bring to the table,” Mr. Annan said as the 15-member body began a debate on the issue.

“The partnership between the United Nations and civil society is therefore not an option; it is a necessity,” he told the session chaired by Delia Domingo-Albert, Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines, which currently holds the Council’s rotating presidency.

For peacebuilding missions to be effective, Mr. Annan said, they should work with and strengthen those civil society forces that are helping ordinary people to voice their concerns, and to act on them effectively.

“The aim must be to create a synergy with those civil society groups that are bridge-builders, truth-finders, watchdogs, human rights defenders, and agents of social protection and economic revitalization,” he said.

Mr. Annan stressed that there should be a two-way dialogue between the UN and civil society – “not so one can direct the other, but to ensure that our efforts complement one another.”

In that vein, civil society organizations should be included in the UN’s deliberative processes, including those of the Council, Mr. Annan. He pledged to study a new report by a high-level panel examining the issue and urged Council members to consider the study’s recommendations as well.

Also addressing the Council, the Secretary-General of CARE International, Denis Caillaux, said the rise of internal armed conflicts and complex emergencies makes it critical to help societies buffeted between armed conflict and natural calamities – effectively caught in geographical patchworks of technical peace but actual insecurity. He added that since half of all peace efforts faltered from the outbreak of local conflicts, it is essential that national peace agreements and peacekeeping mandates must reach to the heart of the local communities.

Ian Martin, Vice President of the International Center for Transitional Justice, agreed that the voices of civil society must be heard when peace settlements were being negotiated and when missions to implement them were being planned. He said the effectiveness of UN peacebuilding hinged on the extent to which the Council would strengthen the alliance between the UN and civil society by conveying its expectations in this regard to the leaders of the missions it mandated, and by remaining alert to their response.

* * *

Polio

22 June – West and Central Africa could be facing its worst polio epidemic in years, with thousands of children at risk of paralysis, following confirmation that the recent outbreak has spread to the Darfur region of Sudan, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said today.

Health experts are calling for a massive immunization campaign across the region to halt the spread of a disease which has started advancing rapidly across Africa again after the continent had almost eradicated it.

“There is no question that the virus is spreading at an alarming pace,” said Dr. David Heymann, the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Representative for Polio Eradication.

Only two countries in sub-Saharan Africa, Niger and Nigeria, were classified as polio-endemic at the start of last year; now children are paralyzed by the disease in 10 other countries as well.

In Darfur, a child was paralyzed on 20 May, the first confirmed case of polio in Sudan in more than three years. The virus in that case has been identified as closely linked to the virus which has spread through northern Nigeria and Chad recently.

Five times as many children in West and Central Africa have been paralyzed so far this year compared to the same period last year. The hardest hit is Nigeria, where 197 children have been paralyzed following the suspension of immunization in the north of the country late last year.

Epidemiologists from the Global Polio Eradication Initiative have recommended conducting a massive immunization campaign targeting 74 million children in 22 African countries in October and November.

The period has been chosen because autumn is considered the “high season” for polio transmission, when intensified rainfall helps create the conditions for spreading the disease.

Authorities in Nigeria’s Kano state announced last month that they would soon re-start immunization programmes, which were suspended last year in several northern Nigerian states after local religious and community leaders voiced concern about the safety of the oral vaccine. Kano is the only state that has not resumed vaccinations.

UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy said many families still needed reassurance about the safety of the polio vaccine as rumours continue to swirl around the region.

UNICEF said an extra $100 million is needed to respond to this imminent epidemic. Already $3 billion has spent worldwide since 1998 in an attempt to eradicate polio.

The rapid spread of polio in sub-Saharan Africa is occurring as WHO figures show that the other four of the world’s six polio-endemic countries – Afghanistan, Egypt, India and Pakistan – are on target to be polio-free by the end of the year.

* * *

Sudan

22 June – The Assistant United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is in Sudan holding talks on the potential return of some 600,000 refugees to the country’s south if a peace accord is reached between the Government and rebels ending their 21-year civil war.

Kamel Morjane discussed the anticipated repatriation with Sudanese Government ministers Monday in Khartoum, assuring them that the agency “is ready to help the refugees go home when the time is right,” spokesperson Jennifer Pagonis said.

Mr. Morjane plans to travel Wednesday to southern Sudan to meet officials of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) as well as personnel from UN agencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) working in the area.

“He wants to see for himself how conditions are in the south, and what is needed to allow the south Sudanese refugees to go home in safety and dignity, and build a permanent new life there,” Ms. Pagonis told a press briefing in Geneva.

The agency is reopening offices in the south following a 13-year absence, and plans are underway to expand UNHCR’s presence to assist the returning refugees after a comprehensive peace agreement is signed.

Hundreds of thousands of Sudanese refugees are living in Uganda while tens of thousands more fled to Ethiopia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Kenya. In addition, more than three million people from southern Sudan are also displaced within the country.

Yesterday, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan warned that any peace accord in southern Sudan will be fragile unless the crisis in the Darfur region in the country’s west is also resolved. Roughly a million people have been displaced in Darfur – while another 150,000 have crossed the border into Chad – since early last year when fighting broke out between rebels and the Government. Militias backed by the Government have also perpetrated serious human rights abuses.

Meanwhile, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported it has found 521 suspected cases of measles in a north Darfur camp for internally displaced people (IDPs). WHO is conducting a mass anti-measles vaccination campaign across Darfur, and so far it has reached more than 500,000 people, about two-thirds of its target. Officials are being hampered by the inaccessibility of some remote areas of the region.

* * *

Ingushetia

22 June – A local staff member for the United Nations was killed last night during fighting between rebels and government forces in the Russian republic of Ingushetia, prompting the UN to review security arrangements for staff working in the northern Caucasus region.

Magomed Getagazov died after he was hit by crossfire while on his way home from work in the Ingush capital, Nazran, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters today in New York.

Mr. Eckhard said that, as well as conducting the security review, the UN has also cancelled new missions to the northern Caucasus this week. All other UN staff working in Ingushetia are safe.

Mr. Getagazov, who had worked for the UN since May 2002, was mourned by those who knew him as a much-valued colleague.

Remembering Mr. Getagazov as “always positive and helpful,” the UN Resident Coordinator in the Russian Federation, Stefan Vassilev, said the late local staffer “will be deeply missed by his colleagues and friends from the humanitarian community.” 

* * *

Middle East

22 June – Although the situation in the Golan Heights has remained generally quiet over the past six months, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has recommended extending the mandate of the United Nations peacekeeping mission in the area through the end of the year.

In his latest report to the Security Council on the UN Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF), the Secretary-General says the situation in the Middle East is very tense and likely to remain so, “unless and until a comprehensive settlement covering all aspects of the Middle East problem can be reached.”

Under the circumstances, the Secretary-General says, he considers the continued presence of UNDOF to be essential, and recommends that it be extended until 31 December.

UNDOF was established in May 1974 to supervise the ceasefire called for by the Security Council and the agreement on disengagement between Syrian and Israeli forces of 31 May 1974. It currently has 1,050 troops from Austria, Canada, Japan, Nepal, Poland and Slovakia. In addition, 78 military observers of the UN Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO) helped the Force in carrying out its tasks.

The Security Council has scheduled consultations on UNDOF for Friday.

* * *

Haiti

22 June – A month after deadly floods swept away housing and farms in Haiti, people in the area lack food, risk epidemics from contaminated drinking water and must be relocated, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said today.

Relief assistance had to be sent mainly by air to mountainous Mapou district, according to an OCHA update. Since 2 June – with the exception of one day – the aircraft of the United States-led Multinational Interim Force (MIF) has been unavailable. Deliveries were made only on 10 June, when MIF flew in 15.85 tons of food and 600 litres of purified water allocated by the UN World Food Programme (WFP).

MIF handed over its authority to the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) on 1 June. WFP, which is now operating a cargo helicopter and a small passenger helicopter provided by Britain’s Department for International Development, has distributed 200 tons of food in the last three weeks.

The Netherlands Government gave nearly €260,000 (euros) to help pay for the distribution of food and construction items, OCHA said. The roads to Mapou needed land stabilization work in certain areas to make them accessible and safe.

The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has distributed 8,000 rations per day to children and to pregnant and lactating women. That agency also plans to conduct a nutrition survey in collaboration with Médecins sans Frontières. 

Meanwhile, the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and a team of Cuban doctors has set up epidemiological surveillance sites in Mapou, Fonds-Verrettes, Bodari and Thiotte.

OCHA said most of those areas still urgently need thousands of blankets, mattresses, hygiene kits and kitchen equipment.

* * *

Western Sahara

22 June – The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Western Sahara has welcomed the announcement yesterday by the Frente POLISARIO that it intends to free 100 Moroccan prisoners of war.

A UN spokesman in New York said the mission hoped for an early release of all remaining POWs, in compliance with international humanitarian law. It also called on the parties to cooperate with the efforts of the International Committee of the Red Cross to resolve the fate of all those unaccounted for since the beginning of the conflict.

Following the agreement between Morocco and the Popular Front for the Liberation of the Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro, the UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) was deployed in September 1991 to monitor the ceasefire and to organize and conduct a referendum which would allow the people of Western Sahara to decide the Territory’s future status.

* * *

Southern Africa

22 June – A “death spiral” of HIV and food insecurity is depleting public services and debilitating southern Africa, a United Nations relief official said today.

“The number of trained health practitioners, teachers and other professionals that are succumbing to HIV/AIDS is causing a truly extraordinary human resources vacuum in societies across the region,” James T. Morris, Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa, said at a press conference in Johannesburg, South Africa.

“It’s a tragedy of unrivalled proportions that is destroying the ability of countries to effectively deal with the pandemic and food insecurity,” he added.

During his seven-day mission to the region, Mr. Morris visited Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland and Namibia to review how the UN and the international community could strengthen their assistance to the region’s most vulnerable people in battling the combined effects of food insecurity, HIV/AIDS and the drain on human resources which the pandemic causes.

In all countries, factors such as already weakened infrastructure and services have also been exacerbated by increasing poverty, growing wealth disparity and women’s lack of access to seeds, land, fertilizer and other productive resources.

Southern Africa has the highest rates of HIV infection in the world. There are already 11 million orphans in sub-Saharan Africa and the number is expected to reach more than 20 million by the end of the decade, according to the UN World Food Programme (WFP), which Mr. Morris heads.

“There are many factors at play here but the end result is that people are dying on a horrific scale and its victims are not getting the help they need,” he warned.

Drawing an analogy, he pointed out that the loss of life was equivalent to dozens of airline accidents daily. “If a 747 aircraft crashed every hour, there’d be an international outcry,” he said. “That’s the death toll we’re facing but there is inadequate collective outrage.”

The UN Consolidated Appeal for southern Africa remains seriously underfunded, with only $327 million, or 53 per cent, in confirmed donations received out of a requested $615 million. Funds for non-food items, such as medicines, healthcare, education, water and sanitation supplies, are desperately needed, with only 16 per cent of resources for these items having been raised.

* *** *

__________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.
**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
I had been questioned whether the Secretary-General had been personally involved in the issue of the hostage-taking of a Republic of Korea national in Iraq.  In fact, the Secretary-General had received a visit from the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea yesterday, who asked for his help.  We have the following statement attributable to the Spokesman:
“The Secretary-General is very concerned about the recent trend of hostage-taking in Iraq.   In the latest incident, Mr. Kim Sun-Il, interpreter from the Republic of Korea for a trade company, was taken hostage on 17 June.
“The Secretary-General condemns all such acts of hostage-taking, which can have no justification and are aimed at undermining international efforts to help restore peace and security in Iraq.  He strongly appeals for the immediate and safe release of Mr. Kim Sun-Il, as well as all other hostages being held.”
**International Advisory and Monitoring Board (IAMB)
The International Advisory and Monitoring Board for Iraq just wrapped up a two-day meeting in Paris.  During this meeting, which is the Board’s seventh, members were given a comprehensive briefing by the accounting firm of KPMG on the status of its audit of the Development Fund for Iraq.
The Board is scheduled to receive the final audit from KPMG during the next meeting, which will take place in Washington in mid-July.  The Board will ensure that the audit reports and its comments thereon will be made public.
We have a press release on this subject available upstairs.
**Security Council
There should be a two-way dialogue between the United Nations and civil society, to ensure that their efforts complement each other, the Secretary-General told the Security Council in its open debate today.
Addressing the Council’s debate on the role of civil society in post-conflict peace building, which is being chaired by Philippine Foreign Secretary Delia Domingo Albert, the Secretary-General welcomed the Council’s efforts to strengthen its informal relations with civil society.  But, he added, the time may have come for the Council to deepen its dialogue with civil society groups.
He asked the Council to pay serious attention to the report released yesterday by the high-level panel on UN relations with civil society, adding that the Secretariat is studying the panel’s recommendations carefully.  The report, he said, offers many innovative ideas to strengthen the partnership with civil society in the UN’s humanitarian and development work.

The Council’s open debate is continuing now, with thirty speakers on the agenda, including the President of the Economic and Social Council and the Secretary-General of CARE International.

Then, at 5 this afternoon, the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean Marie Guéhenno, will brief the Council in closed consultations on the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

**Democratic Republic of Congo
At yesterday’s briefing, I was asked to comment on reports that UN peacekeepers in the Democratic Republic of the Congo were using force against rebel groups, and siding with the Government.  Having looked into the matter, I can say that last Sunday a military patrol from the UN Mission in the DRC (MONUC) came under fire from rebel forces under the command of Colonel Jules Mutebutsi in Kamanyola, near the eastern town of Bukavu.  A UN helicopter was called in and warning shots were fired at the rebel forces, who then dispersed.  No casualties were reported.
This action was fully authorized within the United Nations mission’s mandate, which is under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, to take the necessary action to protect UN personnel, facilities, installations and equipment, and to ensure the security and freedom of movement of its personnel.
Also related to the DRC, the UN refugee agency reports that it is watching the DRC-Burundi border closely following the arrival in Burundi of some 31 thousand Congolese refugees since 9th June, and it is deploying emergency staff to the area to provide assistance.
Meanwhile, on Sunday, a group of 137 Congolese refugees returned voluntarily to the DRC from Rwanda.   They were mostly non-Banyamulenge, who were among those who fled to Rwanda following fighting around Bukavu in late May, and who expressed a wish to return home.   A second group of non-Banyamulenge will probably be repatriated today.
We have more in UNHCR’s briefing notes upstairs.
**Ingushetia
The fighting last night in the Russian republic of Ingushetia claimed the life of one local UN staff member, Magomed Getagazov, who was killed in a cross-fire in the Ingush capital, Nazran.  The UN Resident Coordinator in the Russian Federation said that he had been a much appreciated colleague, and would be deeply missed.
All other UN staff members are safe, and the United Nations has reviewed and enhanced its security arrangements for staff currently in the northern Caucasus.  It has also cancelled new missions to the northern Caucasus this week.
We have a press release upstairs with more details.
**Security Council Mission
The Security Council mission to West Africa is headed to Côte d’Ivoire this afternoon.  Upon its arrival in Accra, the mission leader Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom talked about the importance of West Africa for the Security Council and the United Nations. We have the text of his statement upstairs.
In Accra, President John Kufuor of Ghana, in his capacity as Chairman of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), briefed the Council on the recent “mini-summit” in Abuja, Nigeria, convened to find ways to overcome the current impasse in the Ivorian peace process.
Upon arrival in Abidjan today, the Council delegation will meet with the leadership of the UN mission in Cote d’Ivoire and France’s Operation Licorne peacekeeping mission.
**Daily Sudan Update
The UN Children’s Fund or UNICEF today reports that a child has been paralyzed by polio in the Darfur region of the Sudan, a country which has not seen the disease in more than three years.  The virus is closely linked genetically to poliovirus endemic to northern Nigeria, which has spread through Chad in recent months.

The World Health Organization has found 521 suspected cases of measles in a displaced persons camp in north Darfur.   About two-thirds of those targeted, a total of over half a million people, have been vaccinated.  Challenges include inaccessibility and delays in commencing vaccination in some remote areas.

Meanwhile, the Deputy UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Kamel Morjane, was on the second day of his five-day visit to the Sudan, where he was discussing the potential return to south Sudan of some 600,000 refugees who fled to neighbouring countries during the 21-year civil war.  Tomorrow, Morjane plans to travel to south Sudan to meet officials of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, as well as UN agencies and non-governmental organizations working there, and see for himself how conditions are.

**United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF)
The situation in the Golan Heights has remained generally quiet over the past six months, the Secretary-General told the Security Council in his latest report on the UN Disengagement Observer Force deployed in that area.

Nevertheless, he adds, the situation in the Middle East is very tense and likely to remain so, unless and until a comprehensive settlement covering all aspects of the Middle East problem can be reached.  Under the circumstances, he considers the continued presence of the UN peacekeeping mission to be essential, and recommends that it be extended for a further six months, until the end of December.

The Security Council has scheduled consultations on that Mission for this Friday.

**Haiti
The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that, with the ending of heavy rain in Haiti, the immediate emergency phase is now winding down.  The focus is now shifting from emergency relief towards immediate reconstruction and rehabilitation, with continued attention to health, water, sanitation and nutrition.
However, the situation in Mapou, southeast of Port au Prince, is still considered serious:  access by road is difficult, reconstruction work is delayed and World Health Organization representatives are concerned about   possible epidemic outbreaks.
So far, over five thousand families affected by the floods have received food aid from the World Food Program, and the distribution of rice and biscuits will continue during the next three weeks.  The UN Children’s Fund is also providing medical assistance and nourishment to those affected.
**Western Sahara – Polisario to Release 100 POWs
The UN Mission in Western Sahara has welcomed yesterday’s announcement by the Frente Polisario that it intends to release 100 Moroccan prisoners of war.  The Mission hopes for an early release of all remaining prisoners of war, in compliance with international humanitarian law and calls on the parties to cooperate with the efforts of the International Committee of the Red Cross to resolve the fate of all those unaccounted for since the beginning of the conflict.
**Republic of Korea
You had asked me yesterday about the visit that Maurice Strong, the Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy, had made to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea last month.
I just wanted to inform you that Mr. Strong did not meet with Kim Jong-il during the trip, which lasted from 18 to 22 May, but did meet with other senior officials, including Kim Yong Nam, the President of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly, and Paek Nam Sun, the Foreign Minister.
The primary focus of his trip was to prepare to meet the DPRK’s economic and energy needs, as a necessary component of any settlement of the nuclear weapons issue. As on previous trips, humanitarian issues were also prominently discussed.
**World Food Programme – Southern Africa
Southern Africa is being weakened by the “death spiral” caused by the combination of HIV, food insecurity, the burden on public administration and the drain on human resources.  That’s the conclusion of James T. Morris, the Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Humanitarian Needs in Southern Africa.  Morris is in the region on a seven-day interagency mission, which is reviewing how the UN system and the international community can strengthen their assistance to the region’s most vulnerable people.
We have more on the mission and Morris’ statements in a press release available in my Office.
**Polio - Africa
Epidemiologists of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative have warned that west and central Africa are on the brink of the largest polio epidemic in years.
The Initiative is spearheaded by bodies which include the World Health Organization and UNICEF, the UN Children’s Fund.  Its aim is to ensure that no child will ever again suffer the crippling effects of polio.
The warning follows confirmation today that a child was paralyzed by polio in the Sudan’s Darfur region, as I’ve already mentioned.  In addition, five times as many children in west and central Africa have been paralyzed by polio so far this year, compared to the same time period in 2003.
We have more on this in a press release upstairs.
**Press Conferences
Tomorrow, our guest at the noon briefing will be Mr. Palitha Kohona, Chief of the Treaty Section in the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs.  He will be launching the book “Focus 2004: Treaties on the Protection of Civilians”, co-published with the Department of Political Affairs, for the Treaty Event to take place during the General Debate here in September.
At 12:45 then, General Gunther Greindl, Chairman of the SHIRBRIG Steering Committee will brief on the Committee’s recent discussions.
Also, we understand that the Irish Foreign Minister, Brian Cowan, also at 12:45 tomorrow, will be at the Security Council stakeout to take your questions following his meeting with the Secretary-General.  Mr. Cowan is here representing the presidency of the European Union.
That’s all I have for you.
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Has the Secretary-General been in contact at all with anyone regarding the hostage-taking of the South Korean businessman?
Spokesman:  I’m not aware of anything other than the meeting he had with the Permanent Representative yesterday.   And, of course, the statement I just issued today.
Question:  Are there any new developments in the efforts of the three African Presidents in mediating the conflict in DRC?
Spokesman:  I have nothing on that.  Sorry.  I can check, look in the cables afterwards to see if there’s anything, but I haven’t been given anything on that.
Question:  Can you say anything more on the Secretary-General’s trip later this month to Asia and the Middle East?
Spokesman:  I can’t say anything yet.  I have confirmed that he will be going to Africa, and as part of that trip, he will be visiting the Sudan. The other details, which also include stops in Asia and Europe – its going to be a long trip – we won’t make until closer to departure time.  As usual, for security reasons, we can’t give you any more right now.
Question:  On the statement you read about the DPRK and Maurice Strong.  Do you have information of any direct communication, other than a meeting, between Mr. Strong and the President, by telephone or otherwise, any agreements that might have been made in that direct communication? And is the United Nations receiving any information from North Korea on its economic situation, a kind of an economic report from North Korea?
Spokesman:  No, I don’t have any such information.  We would have to go back to Mr. Strong to ask those details.  We don’t get detailed reports on his activities.
Question:  The last part of the statement that you read talked about being there to help North Korea meet its energy needs.  Can you explain a bit more about the role of the United Nations in this arena?  We’ve talked about the humanitarian role, and this would seem to link, but how does that play into the political dynamics and the concerns over proliferation?
Spokesman:  I’m afraid I’m not briefed at all on the details of Mr. Strong’s activities.  The best I can do is try to ask him to come here the next time he’s in town, or else put you in contact with him by telephone.
Question:  You said something about the International Advisory and Monitoring Board (IAMB) just having their seventh meeting. There have been reports that the United States has been overspending.  Do you know if someone will be talking about that?  You said that they are going to release the report. Here?
Spokesman:  The report you’re referring to is a press report, which claims to have something in writing produced as an interim report by the Auditors.  The Auditors gave an oral briefing to the IAMB this morning, so I have no idea what this document might be that is quoted in one of today’s newspapers.  But I doubt anyone would comment on that before the final report is issued on 14 July.  They have promised that that report will be made public, so I expect that on the fourteenth, you’ll be able to read the full report for yourself.  I don’t know what press arrangements they might make, as far as taking your questions on the report.
Question:  Is that report going to be released here?
Spokesman:  My understanding is that the next meeting of the IAMB will be in Washington on the 14 and 15 July, so it looks to me like it’s going to be released in Washington, that the audit will be released in Washington.
Question:  Does the Secretary-General intend to visit India and Pakistan on his trip?
Spokesman:  Not on this trip.  The Asia swing of this trip is just to one country in the Far East.
Question:  Have there been any developments in the investigation of the Oil-for-food Programme, and what is Mr. Volker doing now?
Spokesman:  We don’t speak for him.  We can give you a telephone number where you could call his office.  We have not heard any specifics of his activities apart from an interview he gave recently, but that wasn’t to us.  So I honestly don’t know.  I think his latest press release announced appointments of staff, and so he’s getting on with it.
He’s probably been a month or so on the job and he’s mandated to do an interim report within three months.  So I think next time you’ll be hearing from him formally will be when he presents his three-month report to the Secretary-General.
Thank you very much.
* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


 � HYPERLINK  \l "Climatechange" ��Associated Press Worldstream - U.N. environment chief confronts skeptic on need to address climate change�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Bayer" ��UN News Centre - UN environment agency teams up with Bayer AG to help young people�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNEP" ��Sify, India - Bayer inks pact with UNEP� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Project" ��Business Line (India) -  Bayer promotes project for younger genre with UNEP� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Youth" ��Agriculture on Line - Bayer partners with UN on environmental projects for youth�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Medioambiente" ��Europa Press - RSC.- Bayer y el PNUMA firman un acuerdo por tres años para implicar a los jóvenes en el cuidado del Medio Ambiente.�


� HYPERLINK  \l "UNconference" ��The Belfast Telegraph Digital - Andrew for UN conference�





NB:  Interview with the Executive Director in Buenos Aires on page 10 (Spanish)
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