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 Environment ministers sign agreement to protect Europe's largest reserve of wildlife

      DATELINE: KIEV, Ukraine

 Environment ministers from five East European countries signed a major regional environmental agreement Thursday, aimed at protecting Europe's largest reserve of wildlife and untouched forests while smoothing the way for future membership in the European Union.

      Officials from Ukraine, Hungary, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro, and Slovakia signed the Framework

      Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development of the Carpathians at a United

      Nations-sponsored conference of 55 countries to strengthen environmental protections and harmonize

      policies across Europe and Central Asia. Poland and the Czech Republic are expected to sign shortly. 

      The Carpathian Mountain region, stretching across eight countries and covering about 206,000 square

      kilometers (78,000 square miles) is home to some of Europe's most endangered species of large mammals and some 30 percent of the continent's flora, many of which are on the verge of extinction.

      A recent World Wildlife Federation report lists brown bears, wolves, lynx, bison, and eagles among the

      animals protected by the Convention.

      Achiel Steiner, Director General of the Switzerland-based World Conservation Union, praised the agreement as one of the most significant environmental agreements adopted in the region since the Soviet Union's collapse in 1991.

      "This is the first instrument where countries of the former Soviet Union are actually joining forces and

      committing themselves ... to manage resources beyond any kind of Cold War boundaries," Steiner said.

      The commitment to better manage natural resources that the Eastern European states share with their

      western neighbors is also expected to speed their integration into the European Union.

      "This convention is so important ... because it creates a bridge across the E.U. and the other countries in

      the Carpathians," Steiner said.

      However, top environmental officials warned that the governments must quickly ratify and implement the

      agreement before any benefits will come.

      This is a wonderful offer, but it must be followed by action," said Klaus Topfer, Director of the UN

      Environmental Program.

      Meanwhile, Russia, Ukraine and Belarus penned an agreement to stop environmental degradation and

      rehabilitate the basin of the Dnipro River, one of Europe's largest waterways.

      Conference participants have also signed protocols regulating the release and transfer of industrial pollutants and establishing liability and compensation standards for environmental damage from industrial accidents that spread beyond a country's borders. ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Associated Press Worldstream

May 21, 2003 Wednesday

Environment ministers address ecology issues at a U.N.-sponsored conference in Ukraine

Environment ministers from 55 countries assembled in Ukraine's capital Wednesday for a United

      Nations-sponsored conference on strengthening environmental protections and harmonizing policies across

      Europe and Central Asia.

      President Leonid Kuchma opened the fifth "Environment for Europe" conference by urging participants to

      show the same resolve fighting environmental problems as they have in the battle against international

      terrorism.

      In the keynote address, Margot Wahlstrom, European Commissioner for the Environment, reported that

      progress was being made on the environmental front, but noted that gains came largely from the economic

      failure of many industrial polluters after the Soviet Union's 1991 collapse. 

      Wahlstrom urged countries to stop relying on "end-of-the-pipe measures" to limit pollution, and instead to

      promote preventive measures such as the use of environmentally friendly technology.

      Meanwhile, Kuchma made a personal pitch to European governments to aid Ukraine in dealing with the

      consequences of the Chernobyl disaster, the world's worst nuclear accident. Chernobyl's reactor No. 4

      exploded in April 1986, spewing radiation across a vast swath of then-Soviet Ukraine, Russia and Belarus and other parts of Europe.

      "Ukraine couldn't face Chernobyl single-handedly and cannot deal with the consequences single-handedly

      either," Kuchma said.

      Millions of people continue to suffer Chernobyl-related health problems, and plant officials have said that the hastily-constructed concrete shelter covering the damaged reactor has cracks and needs repairs. Ukrainian

      officials have denied any danger of radiation leaks.

      During the three-day conference, participant countries are expected to sign protocols that include

      regulating the release and transfer of industrial pollutants and establishing liability and compensation

      standards for environmental damage from industrial accidents that spread beyond a country's borders.

      Ministers are also expected to sign a convention on the protection and sustainable development of the

      Carpathian Mountains region.

      Wahlstom also called on Ukraine and Russia to ratify the Kyoto Conference Protocol requiring signatory

      nations to gradually reduce greenhouse gas emissions and a host of other measures to reduce global

      warming.

      Greece's Environmental Minister, Vasso Papandreou said EU officials planned to meet with U.S.

      representatives "today, tomorrow and Friday" to press Washington to accept the Kyoto Protocol, but she

      held out little hope of a breakthrough.

      "The Americans are very stubborn on this issue," she said.

      Some 300 demonstrators from the Green Party rallied outside the conference center, protesting the

      Ukrainian government's plans to build a canal from the Danube River to the Black Sea through a biosphere

      nature preserve, the Interfax news agency reported.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Associated Press

May 22, 2003 Thursday 9:24 AM Eastern Time

Eastern European countries pledge to protect mountains

      Five Eastern European countries on Thursday signed an accord pledging to protect water and agriculture in

      their vast mountain regions.

      At a three-day pan-European environment conference here, Hungary, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro,

      Slovakia and Ukraine pledged to protect the Carpathian mountain range, Ukrainian Ecology Minister Vasyl

      Shevchuk told the Interfax news agency. 

      Poland and the Czech Republic said they planned to sign the accord soon.

      Representatives from 49 countries in Europe, the former Soviet Union, the United States and Canada, as well as representatives from international organizations, are taking part in the fifth pan-European environment

      conference which opened in Kiev on Wednesday.

      Late Wednesday, delegates from 35 countries signed a protocol obliging businesses to inform the public of

      their toxic emissions.

      The protocol, which is part of the Aarhus convention, regulates emissions of 86 pollutants, including

      greenhouse gases and dioxins.

      They also signed a protocol regarding the evaluation of the impact of pollution on environment and health,

      while delegates from 22 countries signed an accord on financial payments compensating industrial hazards.

      Ukraine, Belgium, Bulgaria, Greece, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, Britain, Sweden and Hungary were among the countries that signed all three agreements.

      The protocols now need to be ratified by the signatory countries' parliaments to be legally binding.

________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Ukraine signs Carpathian environment convention 

Kiev, 22 May: Ukraine, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and Serbia-Montenegro in Kiev today signed a framework convention on the environmental protection and sustainable development of the Carpathians (the      Carpathian convention). The document was signed by the environment ministers of these five countries at      the fifth pan-European conference "Environment for Europe" which is being held in Kiev. Conference      participants are authorized representatives of all seven countries of the Carpathian region - the Czech      Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Serbia-Montenegro, Slovakia and Ukraine, said Vasyl Shevchuk, the      Ukrainian minister of environment and natural resources. According to Shevchuk, all of them "have      unanimously approved the Carpathian framework convention" and expressed the wish to sign it and begin      its immediate implementation. 

      "We have a report by the committee checking the authority of the delegations (from the Carpathian

      nations to sign the convention - Interfax-Ukraine), which has confirmed the authority of representatives

      from Hungary, Romania, Serbia-Montenegro, Slovakia and Ukraine," Shevchuk said. 

      Stepan Lyzun, the first deputy state secretary to the Ukrainian Environment Ministry, told the morning

      briefing today that, in all likelihood, the states which failed to sign the convention "had some technical

      problems", though the document had previously been agreed between all the participating states.

      Interfax-Ukraine learnt this at the press centre of the conference. 

      Passage omitted: afternoon schedule 

      Source: Interfax-Ukraine news agency, Kiev, in Russian 1045 gmt 22 May 03

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Deutsche Presse-Agentur

Poverty the main threat to global stability, think tank says

 To ensure global stability, wealthy nations need to spend less on their militaries and more on the fight

      against poverty, disease and environmental destruction, a U.S. think tank argued in a report released

      Thursday.

      In an increasingly global and interconnected age, the industrialized world ignores problems in poorer and

      faraway places at its peril, the Washington-based Worldwatch Institute argued in its Vital Signs 2003 report.

      Climate change, AIDS, pollution, refugee crises and the depletion of natural resources are problems that do not respect national borders and require coordinated international responses, the report's authors argued at      a press briefing in the U.S. capital.

      However, the report, published in cooperation with the U.N. Environment Programme, described a planet

      divided into two worlds. 

      One is the developed world - the United States, Europe, Japan and a handful of other rich countries - where "a sizeable minority enjoys plentiful food, seemingly unlimited mobility, access to cutting-edge technology and other amenities of modern life", the report said.

      The other world is vastly larger, where 2 billion people - a third of the Earth's population - live on less than 2 dollars a day, where water-borne diseases kill 1.7 million people a year and where most people have "scant  opportunity to look past the worries of daily survival", the report added.

      While rich nations are the worst polluters and largest users of finite resources, poor countries tend to be

      impacted the most by trends such as deforestation and severe weather events thought to be caused by

      climate change, said Worldwatch, a research group that concentrates on environmental issues.

      For instance, the United States, with less than 5 per cent of the world's population, accounts for one

      quarter of greenhouse gas emissions, the report said, while increasingly erratic weather patterns were a

      primary cause of famine for about 18 million Africans.

      Damage to fragile environments was already harming millions of people, the Vital Signs authors argued.

      Beside the world's 12 million "official" refugees, 50 million more were environmental refugees, driven from their homes by dam building, droughts or floods, they said.

      "Two different types of environmental destruction result," the report said. "The wealthy impose the heaviest toll on the planet by dint of their materials-intensive, pollution-laden lifestyle.

      "The poor generally live with some of the worst environmental conditions, eking out a meager living only by taxing their croplands, forests and water resources to the limits."

      The gap between the two vastly unequal worlds is growing, Worldwatch said. In 1960, the per-capita wealth of the 20 richest countries was 18 times that of the 20 poorest countries. By 1995, that gap had more than doubled to 37 times.

      Rich countries give some help in aid, it said, but the amount had diminishing since the end of the Cold War.

      On balance, rich countries do harm by imposing about 300 billion dollars in farm subsidies that drive many

      Third World farmers out of business.

      In one example, the research group said, many farmers in Mexico and the South American Andes have

      turned to illegal drug cultivation because their food crops cannot compete with cheaper, mass-produced

      imports.

      Poverty and the struggle for resources were behind one quarter of the world's 50 most recent wars, almost

      all of which had been fought in poor countries but whose effects had spread across their borders.

      "The world's failure to reduce poverty levels is now contributing to global instability in the form of terrorism,  war and contagious disease," said researcher Michael Renner. "An unstable world not only perpetuates   poverty but will ultimately threaten the prosperity that the rich minority has come to enjoy."

      Making serious headway toward ending poverty - through aid for education, health and environmental

      projects - would cost rich countries an estimated 70 billion dollars per year, Renner said.

By contrast, Worldwatch said, global military expenditure in 2001 was conservatively estimated at 839 billion dollars.

___________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Earth's Vital Signs Show the Pain of Poverty 

                      By J.R. Pegg

WASHINGTON, DC, May 22, 2003 (ENS) - An examination of Earth's "vital signs" reveals alarming trends of poverty, disease and environmental decline that threaten global stability, according to the Worldwatch Institute's annual report on trends shaping the world's future. 

There is little for humanity to cheer about in the organization's "Vital Signs 2003," which outlines how the continued failure to address widespread poverty serves as a lightening rod for health, social and environmental                      problems across the world. 

The consumption choices of the rich and the inability of political leaders to act has brought this situation to bear, says Michael Renner, coauthor and project director of Vital Signs 2003, and there are few signs that things will change anytime soon. 

Vital Signs 2003 was produced researchers at the Worldwatch Institute, an international environmental and social policy research organization, in  cooperation with the United Nations Environment Programme. 

Humanity's challenge, Renner explained at a press briefing held today in Washington D.C., is to find a way to balance the need to protect the Earth's ecosystems without denying the world's poorest individuals the opportunity to achieve a better life. 

"These twin goals cannot be achieved as long as humanity remains divided into the extremes of rich and poor," Renner said. 

But this divide is growing, not shrinking. Globalization has deepened economic disparities, Renner explained, and the gap between the world's poorest and richest nations has more than doubled since 1960. 

The scope of the world's poverty is severe - almost half of humanity lives on less than $2 a day - and                                                        the "world economy is rigged against the interests of the poor," Renner said. 

Agricultural subsidies in the developed world, trade barriers, unequal trade relations and the crippling $2.4 trillion in foreign debt owed by the world's poorest nations all contribute to this growing disparity. 

Less income often means individuals are far more susceptible to disease - the infant mortality rate in low income countries is some 13 times higher than in the world's wealthier countries. 

Infectious diseases kill some 14.4 million people a year, most of whom are among the world's poorest. Those who perish from infectious disease are often individuals in the early or prime years of life and the loss of these                      individuals can contribute to further economic and social stress on a nation. 

The recent outbreak of the new disease SARS "shows how quickly economies can be thrown out of whack," said coauthor Molly Sheehan. 

Lack of clean water or sanitation kills some 1.7 million people each year, 90 percent of which are children. 

Seventy percent of the world's HIV positive people live in sub-Saharan Africa and 82 percent of the world's 1.1 billion smokers live in developing countries. 

The consequences of poverty manifest in the form of terrorism, war and contagious diseases, Renner said, and the effects are felt both by the world's poor and its rich. 

"An unstable world not only perpetuates poverty," Renner said, "but will ultimately threaten the prosperity that the rich minority has come to enjoy." 

And just as the fruits of the world economy are not shared equally, neither are the consequences of                      environmental degradation. 

The poor are more vulnerable to weather related disasters caused by land clearing, deforestation                      and climate change. 

Weather related economic losses were highest in industrial countries, but the human toll was far greater for developing countries. 

In 2002, more than 150,000 Kenyans were displace by massive rains, while more than 800,000 Chinese struggled with the most severe drought in more than a century. 

The report concedes that weather related disasters are likely to worsen as the climate continues to change, a trend that highlights how the actions - or inaction - of the world's rich affect the poor. 

Last year was the second warmest since record keeping began in the late 1800s and most scientists are convinced this trend will result in more erratic weather and rising seas. 

The report finds that the burden of responsibility for climate changes falls squarely on the shoulders of the industrial nations, in particular the United States. 

The United States has five percent of the world's population but produces some 25 percent of the total of greenhouse gas emissions responsible for global warming. 

The pressures on the Earth's ecosystem brought about by poverty are striking, the report finds, including evidence that more than 12 percent of the bird species face extinction within the next century. 

Among the few positives in the report are some progress in combating AIDs, a slight increase in communication technology within the developing world and the global increase in clean energy use. 

But even these favorable developments come as the world wrestles with increased security concerns, Renner said, that have prompted the industrial world to ramp up defense spending instead of using their wealth to address social, health and environmental problems. 

Low income nations tend to follow suit, Renner explained, and although low income countries only account for seven percent of global military spending, this is more than double their share of the world's gross economic product. 

The 32 richest nations spent some $839 billion on defense in 2001. The United States responsible  for some 36 percent of the  global defense spending. 

"The message of increased military spending is that  violence pays," Renner  said. 

The continued and seemingly unbreakable chain of poverty for many in the  world can foster a loss of hope, Renner explained, and cause some to engage  in desperate and destructive measures. 

"Terrorism is the final symptomatic outcome of a larger problem," he said. 

Worldwatch Institute President Christopher Flavin added that the world's  focus on terrorism and unrest in the Middle East, combined with a faltering  conomy, will further divert resources needed to address the causes and                      consequences of global poverty. 

Political will is needed to move beyond words and into action, Flavin said, and   the human tragedies underscored by the statistics in this latest report need to   serve as "compelling reminders that social and environmental progress are not luxuries that can be set aside when the world is experiencing economic and                      political problems." 

"We must not forget that a very large share of the human population has been left behind," Flavin said. "Suffering that is allowed to fester today will lead to adverse and unpredictable consequences for many tomorrows to come." 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 BBC     

Afghans' uranium levels spark alert 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent 

     A small sample of Afghan civilians have shown "astonishing" levels of

     uranium in their urine, an independent scientist says. 

     He said they had the same symptoms as some veterans of the 1991 Gulf war. 

     But he found no trace of the depleted uranium (DU) some scientists believe is

     implicated in Gulf War syndrome. 

     Other researchers suggest new types of radioactive weapons may have been

     used in Afghanistan. 

     The scientist is Dr Asaf Durakovic, of the Uranium Medical Research Center

     (UMRC) based in Washington DC. 

     Dr Durakovic, a former US army colonel who is now a professor of medicine,

     said in 2000 he had found "significant" DU levels in two-thirds of the 17 Gulf

     veterans he had tested. 

     In May 2002 he sent a team to Afghanistan to interview and examine civilians

     there. 

     The UMRC says: "Independent monitoring of the weapon types and delivery

     systems indicate that radioactive, toxic uranium alloys and hard-target uranium

     warheads were being used by the coalition forces." 

     Shock results 

     It says Nangarhar province was a strategic target zone during the Afghan

     conflict for the deployment of a new generation of deep-penetrating

     "cave-busting" and seismic shock warheads. 

     The UMRC says its team identified several hundred people suffering from

     illnesses and conditions similar to those of Gulf veterans, probably because

     they had inhaled uranium dust. 

     To test its hypothesis that some form of uranium weapon had been used, the

     UMRC sent urine specimens from 17 Afghans for analysis at an independent UK

     laboratory. 

     It says: "Without exception, every person donating urine specimens tested

     positive for uranium internal contamination. 

     "The results were astounding: the donors presented concentrations of toxic

     and radioactive uranium isotopes between 100 and 400 times greater than in

     the Gulf veterans tested in 1999. 

     "If UMRC's Nangarhar findings are corroborated in other communities across

     Afghanistan, the country faces a severe public health disaster... Every

     subsequent generation is at risk." 

     It says troops who fought in Afghanistan and the staff of aid agencies based in

     Afghanistan are also at risk. 

     Scientific acceptance 

     Dr Durakovic's team used as a control group three Afghans who showed no

     signs of contamination. They averaged 9.4 nanograms of uranium per litre of

     urine. 

     The average for his 17 "randomly-selected" patients was 315.5 nanograms, he

     said. Some were from Jalalabad, and others from Kabul, Tora Bora, and

     Mazar-e-Sharif. A 12-year-old boy living near Kabul had 2,031 nanograms. 

     The maximum permissible level for members of the public in the US is 12

     nanograms per litre, Dr Durakovic said. 

     A second UMRC visit to Afghanistan in September 2002 found "a potentially

     much broader area and larger population of contamination". It collected 25

     more urine samples, which bore out the findings from the earlier group. 

     Dr Durakovic said he was "stunned" by the results he had found, which are to

     be published shortly in several scientific journals. 

     Identical outcome 

     He told BBC News Online: "In Afghanistan there were no oil fires, no pesticides,

     nobody had been vaccinated - all explanations suggested for the Gulf veterans'

     condition. 

     "But people had exactly the same symptoms. I'm certainly not saying

     Afghanistan was a vast experiment with new uranium weapons. But use your

     common sense." 

     The UK Defence Ministry says it used no DU weapons in Afghanistan, nor any

     others containing uranium in any form. 

     A spokesman for the US Department of Defense told BBC News Online the US

     had not used DU weapons there. 

     He could not comment on Dr Durakovic's findings of elevated uranium levels in

     Afghan civilians. 

     Story from BBC NEWS:

     http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/3050317.stm

     Published: 2003/05/22 15:51:47 GMT

     © BBC MMIII

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Algerian Quake Kills 1,000, Thousands Homeless

Thu May 22, 7:03 PM ET

                      By Hamid Ould Ahmed 

                      BOUMERDES, Algeria (Reuters) - Tens of thousands of Algerians spent a second night

                      sleeping in the open as rescue workers tore frantically at rubble for survivors from an

                      earthquake (news - web sites) that killed more than 1,000 people and injured 7,000. 

                                         Stunned and weeping families were given hope Thursday

                                         about 17 hours after the quake hit the capital Algiers and

                                         other parts of northern Algeria. A man was pulled alive from

                                         beneath a flattened four-story apartment block in the city of

                                         Boumerdes. 

                                         Rescuers, many working with bare hands while others used

                                         bulldozers and cranes, said hundreds could still be under

                                         debris from the quake that struck the capital and towns to the

                                         east along a populous Mediterranean coastal strip

                                         Wednesday night. 

                                         President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, who toured quake-hit areas

                                         and canceled trips to France and Nigeria later this month,

                                         declared three days of national mourning from Friday. 

                                         The quake, 6.7 on the Richter scale, sent many terrified

                                         people running into the streets. Others were killed when their

                                         homes collapsed in the quake, Algeria's worst in more than

                                         20 years and felt as far away as Spain. 

                                         Some Algerians angrily accused builders of erecting unsafe

                                         structures in a known quake-prone region. 

                                         The worst devastation was in the city of Reghaia, just east of

                                         Algiers, where a 10-storey block of 78 apartments collapsed.

                                         About 250 bodies had been pulled out so far, rescuers said. 

                      Television footage from a helicopter flying over quake-hit areas showed some buildings

                      standing fully or largely intact amid others completely flattened. 

                      While rescue efforts went on round the clock, food and water were running low for the

                      homeless and those staying in the open for fear of more tremors. 

                      Some had blankets and tents provided by the authorities, but others had nothing. Electricity,

                      gas and water supplies and phone lines had been severed in some of the worst-hit areas. 

                      Some people were getting increasingly worried about lack of water, food and shelter. 

                      "We're still waiting for authorities to provide us with milk for babies. People are also receiving

                      too few tents," said Djamel, 45. 

                      Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia said: "I can assure you that all the persons who have been

                      made homeless will get decent new housing very soon." 

                      Rescue services urged people not to go back to their homes unless they were safe and said

                      they should keep radios turned on for further announcements. 

                      Officials said security forces were on alert to stop looting in a country riven by a decade of

                      violence by Islamist rebels. The strife has cost more than 100,000 lives and burdened an

                      economy potentially wealthy from natural gas and oil exports. 

                      Hospitals in many towns found it almost impossible to cope. In some areas, the injured had to

                      be treated in the open air. State television showed dozens of bodies in lines under sheets and

                      blankets. 

                      Nearly 24 hours after the quake struck, Algerian state radio quoted Interior Minister

                      Noureddine Yazid Zerhouni as saying the death toll stood at 1,092 and 6,782 people had

                      been injured. Zerhouni said it was still a preliminary figure. 

                       Former colonial ruler France, Germany, Spain, Britain and neighboring Morocco

                       were among countries to dispatch search and medical teams as Algeria appealed

                      to its citizens for blood donors and stepped up efforts to help the homeless. 

                      In Algiers, some 60 buildings were destroyed. Most of Algeria's 32 million people

                      live in the north, away from the Sahara desert. Algiers is home to at least 2.6

                      million. 

                      In Rouiba, a relatively prosperous city some 30 km (20 miles) from the eastern edge

                      of Algiers, one building after another was reduced to rubble. 

                      Bulouenes Sidiali, a resident of one block that collapsed to its foundations, said

                      the building was only six months old. 

                      "My friend went crazy this morning when he found his wife dead," Sidiali said.

                      "The government must bring the owners of this firm to justice. They are criminals."

                      In Boumerdes, media reports said some people had jumped from windows when

                      the quake struck. 

                      The U.S. Geological Survey (news - web sites) said the quake's epicenter had been

                      70 km (45 miles) east of Algiers. It said the quake was the biggest to hit Algeria

                      since 1980, when one measuring 7.7 on the Richter scale demolished more than 70

                      percent of the city of El Asnam, west of Algiers. It was subsequently rebuilt as

                      Chlef.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)- NEWS UPDATE

23 May 2003

General Environmental news

International Biodiversity Day focuses biosafety 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Virus-resistant rice, sterile mosquitoes, fast-growing trees and fish, and other living modified organisms (LMOs) are the focus of the new publication, which the World Conservation Union (IUCN) released Thursday at ceremonies marking International Day for Biological Diversity. The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety -- a landmark treaty committing the international community to ensure the safe transfer, handling, and use of LMOs -- will shortly enter into force. According to an IUCN statement, the publication, titled 'Explanatory Guide to the Cartagena Protocol on meaning of the Protocol and thus facilitate its understanding and the ongoing development of national biosafety frameworks," said Françoise Burhenne-Guilmin, a co-author of the publication, on behalf of the IUCN Environmental Law Centre. "The Guide conservation of biological diversity, but also for the development of virtually every sector, from agriculture to health care," said Achim Steiner, IUCN Director General. IUCN and the Foundation for International Environmental Law and Development (FIELD), in collaboration with the World Resources Institute (WRI), produced the Guide.

The Guide elaborates on the role of the precautionary principle in the Protocol, as well as its relationship with a number of agreements of the World Trade Organization (WTO). "The Global Environment Facility (GEF) is currently engaged in supporting the preparation of a large number of frameworks. The new Guide stresses the need to ensure that biosafety regulations are backed by national legislation as soon as possible," said John Scanlon, head of the IUCN Environmental Law Programme.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng001687&dte=22/05/2003
It's normal water supply for city residents today

Nation: Normal water supply in Nairobi will resume this evening.  Four pipes that had burst in Sasumua Dam had been replaced and the logs blocking the River Chania tunnel removed, said Mayor Joe Aketch The dam supplies Nairobi with 60 million litres a day, while the Ng'ethu Water Works, on River Chania and the Ndakai-ini Dam, gives the city 300 million litres.   "In the next 24-hours normal water supply will be back. Already, some parts in Eastlands are receiving the commodity," said the mayor.  The water crisis, which began on May 4, was caused by the burst pipes and the blockage of the river's tunnel by tree trunks, one of which was pulled out yesterday by Kenya Navy divers.  The pipes, installed about 50 years ago, could not withstand increased water pressure.  The mayor assured city residents that long-term measures would be put in place to ensure the problem did not recur. 

http://www.nationaudio.com/News/DailyNation/Today/News/News230520035.html
___________________________________________________________________________ 

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

KIEV

Conference « Environment for Europe » started its work

Kiev, 21 May.  The fifth International Conference “Environment for Europe” started its work today in Kiev.  The event is organized by the Government of Ukraine and the UNECE.  All European countries and representatives of international organizations are expected to attend.

http://www.rosbalt.ru/2003/05/21/199213.html
European Conference on Environmental Cooperation has started its work

Kiev, 21 May.  The aim of the Conference is to develop a common environmental protection strategy for Eastern European countries.  It will also discuss the implementation of the Kyoto protocol.  Together with global environmental concerns the Conference will tackle an issue of bringing “post-socialists” countries to environmental standards of the “civilized world”.  In particular, Carpathian convention will be signed.  The Convention will create a network of protected zones, contribute to development of “green” tourism.  Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Montenegro, Serbia and Ukraine already agreed to sign the Convention.  The Conference represents the unique opportunity for Ukraine to attract the attention of the international community to its environmental problems.

http://www.elvist.com/2003/05/21/week.shtml
Russia, Ukraine and Kazakhstan want to control a military impact on environment

Moscow, 21 May.  Some 100 NGOs from Russia, Ukraine and Kazakhstan addressed participants of the Kiev conference with an initiative to develop an international document on environmental assessment of damage caused by military activities.  They suggest to create a monitoring and information service.

http://www.rosbalt.ru/2003/05/21/99234.html

Environment Security for Europe: shall we back it up?

Kiev, 17-23 May.  55 Ministers of Environment of the European countries and North America, representatives of international financial organizations, European Union, NGOs will meet in Kiev to discuss how to make Europe environmentally safer and where to find money for that.  Ukraine spent more than 1 million US$ for this purpose.  Ukraine is interested to draw international funds to settle potentially dangerous environmental issues which are Chernobyl, Black sea pollution, improvement of the waste management etc.  One of the mechanisms to finance these activities is “Debt for environment swap”.  However, Ukranian authorities have not yet paid necessary attention to this mechanism.

The Conference will result in signing of  few important documents: Declaration of Ministers, “Future of the process “Environment for Europe”, Environmental protection strategy for EECCA etc.  Environmentalists prepared a series of amendments to these documents with a view to include “Debts for environment swap” mechanism into them.

http://www.zerkalo-nedeli.com/NN/print/38507
EEA report for Kiev Conference

Moscow, 14 May.  Yesterday EEA submitted a report “Europe’s Environment: Third Assessment” prepared for the fifth Conference “Environment for Europe” taking place in Kiev.  The new report covers 52 countries including Russia.  Western specialists believe that positive environment trends in Russia are due to economic recession.  Russia and other EECCA countries badly need financing for their regional environmental programmes, new technologies for environmental monitoring.  Progress in environment protection could be achieved only through a comprehensive approach towards environmental, economic and social issues.  

http://www.izvestia.ru/33646

22 May – International Day of Biodiversity

Moscow, 22 May. This date was declared as the International Biodiversity day by the UN GA.  The Convention on Biodiversity was a reply of the international community to the danger of destruction of the unique flora and fauna species.  Russia is actively working to protect forests, plants, mammals, birds and fish.  The Ministry of Natural Resources is the body responsible for the implementation of the state policy in this field.  It has two major fields of activities: protection of rare and endangered species and creation and functioning of specially protected areas.  Russia has some 100 State protected areas, 35 national parks, they cover about 2% of the Russian territory.

http://news.priroda.ru/index.php?rid=9&view=1&id=11134
___________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update

Iraq
Pentagon has “no problem” with letting IAEA team into Iraq: Rumsfeld

US Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said he had “no problem” with letting a team from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) into Iraq to secure looted nuclear facilities. 

The IAEA on Monday demanded the return of its inspectors to Iraq as a matter of urgency, warning that the looting of known nuclear sites in Iraq had created a “possible radiological emergency.” 

“From my standpoint, from our standpoint, we have no problem with it,” Rumsfeld told reporters here on Tuesday.

He indicated, however, that the return of the inspectors was bound up in the passage of a UN Security Council resolution that would make the United States and Britain the occupation authorities in Iraq until an internationally recognized, representative government is established by Iraqis.

The State Department said Monday it did not expect a decision soon on the return of the inspectors to Iraq because it was “still largely a military situation.”

Rumsfeld, however, said Army General Tommy Franks, the commander of US forces in Iraq, had no objection to the IAEA inspectors going in to secure sites they had monitored and sealed before the war.

“The reason I think its might not a bad idea for them to come in is that they probably have inventories of all that, and would be in a position to know what they thought was there, and what it looked like the last time they were there,” he said.

The Pentagon, which has preferred to search for Iraq’s alleged weapons of mass destruction itself, has until now blocked the return to Iraq of IAEA and UN arms inspectors who were charged before the war with ridding Iraq of its weapons of mass destruction.

US military “exploitation teams” have failed to find any chemical or biological weapons, however.  They also neglected to secure known nuclear sites, such as the Tuwaitha Nuclear Research Center, leaving them prey to looters and scavengers ignorant of the hazards of exposure to radiological materials.

The US government and the IAEA have started discussions to make arrangements for the return of IAEA teams to Iraq to determine what may have been stolen from Iraqi nuclear sites, The Washington Post said Wednesday quoting a State Department official.

The talks at IAEA headquarters in Vienna, were being carried out under the 1968 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and outside ongoing negotiations over a new UN resolution, the US official told the daily.

http://www.khaleejtimes.co.ae/
Bahrain
Bahrain assesses harbor project



Bahrain Financial Harbour developers have commissioned an international firm to assess the impact of their $1 billion project on the island's marine and coastal ecology, officials said yesterday.

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) has now reached the half way stage, Ahmed Abu Baker Janahi, member of the BFH Board of Directors, said. 

The EIA examines the impact of the BFH development on the natural, social and economic environment surrounding the development. Traffic, environmental quality; noise, vibration, air quality issues, disruption, and socio-economics are amongst the key parameters being studied, he said.

Construction of the first phase of the futuristic BFH was inaugurated last November and is due to be completed by October 2005.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=88290
UAE
UAE reaffirms stand on preserving biodiversity

The UAE will join hands with other countries of the world to mark the International Day for Biological Diversity today. 

The celebrations will draw the attention of governments, communities and individuals to the importance of the conservation of biological diversity as an international natural heritage.  

Biological diversity is a key foundation of human life. It stabilises the Earth's climate, renews soil fertility and provides goods and services, including food and medicine, that contribute to our well-being.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/may/theuae_may415.xml
Dewa launches power, desalination project

The Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) has started construction of a massive project to establish a power station for producing 850mw of electricity and a desalination plant for treating 70 MIGD. 

The project which constitutes the first phase of Jebel Ali Power and Desalination Plant (Station L), will be completed by the end of 2005 at an estimated cost of Dh3 billion, Saeed Mohammad Al Tayer, General Manager of Dewa, said.

In a statement issued by the authority, Mr Al Tayer noted that the project is the largest since Dewa's establishment and will enhance the current capacity of the authority's power generation and water production to fulfill the increasing electricity and water demands.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/may/theuae_may403.xml

Abu Dhabi reclaims sea for mega tourism project



Construction underway near the world's tallest flagpole in the breakwater area. 


Abu Dhabi is invading its own sea to expand westwards in a multi-billion dirham project involving extension of the breakwater and the construction of a Disneyland-style fun city, a wildlife reserve and a palm-dotted resort village for local and foreign tourists.

Bulldozers and trucks are racing against time to bury the azure Gulf water behind the massive Marina Mall complex that kicked off the mega project four years ago to usher in a new era for the emirate's untapped tourism sector. 

Visitors to the mall and the breakwater that faces the neat city facade across the calm water, can see clouds of dust most of the day as bulldozers dig into the ground. Large trucks shuttle along the uneven, narrow earth road laden with rocks and earth to transform the salty sea into inhabited land.

More than six square kilometers into the sea has been buried while vast, long earth roads have been constructed for the passage of bulldozers, trucks and workers.

http://www.gulf-news.com/Articles/news.asp?ArticleID=88264
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T H U R S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
Security Council approves interim arrangements and UN role, lifts sanctions

*
Annan pledges full UN support in helping Iraqis regain national sovereignty

*
Top UN officials warn lawlessness hindering relief efforts

*
Security Council members welcome newfound unity and UN role

*
UN agencies face challenges brought on by looters and shot-up water pipes

Other news

*
Fighting reported in new area of Ituri region in DR of Congo – UN

*
Annan saddened by heavy loss of life from powerful earthquake in Algeria

*
Secretary-General calls for preservation of world’s biodiversity

*
European ministers sign UN-supported agreement to conserve untouched forests

*
WHO announces business sector partnership to fight SARS in Asia

*
UN, Gates Foundation launch $30 million research effort for deadly diseases

*
Measles affects over 30 million children despite cheap vaccine, UN agencies say

*
UN agency reports Afghan refugees returning at much slower rate than last year

*
Set of 29 mortal remains in Serbia repatriated to Kosovo – UN

* * * *

Iraq: Security Council

22 May – The United Nations Security Council today adopted a new resolution on Iraq granting wide interim governing powers to the United States and its coalition partners, including a role for a UN Special Representative working with this provisional authority, and lifting sanctions imposed almost 13 years ago following the invasion of Kuwait.

The resolution, co-sponsored by the US, United Kingdom and Spain, also allows for full resumption of oil sales in order to restore economic activity for reconstruction, sets up a government infrastructure under the new US-controlled Authority, and calls on UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan to appoint a Special Representative.

Its adoption, by 14 votes to 0, with Syria not participating, contrasted with the deep divisions among the 15-member body in the run-up to the US-led war against the regime of Saddam Hussein. Then, the same three co-sponsors decided not to submit to a vote a draft resolution effectively allowing the use of force in the face of a threatened veto, and possible failure even to muster the nine votes required for passage.

Today’s resolution includes among the UN Special Representative’s duties “working intensively with the Authority, the people of Iraq, and others concerned to advance efforts to restore and establish national and local institutions for representative governance, including by working together to facilitate a process leading to an internationally recognized, representative government of Iraq.” 

Mr. Annan is also to appoint a representative to an International Advisory and Monitoring Board which will audit a Development Fund for Iraq, a trust fund into which oil and other revenues will be paid, to be disbursed at the discretion of the provisional Authority for humanitarian and economic reconstruction and other costs.

No specific time limit is imposed on the Authority and its concomitant arrangements other than that they will continue until an “internationally recognized, representative [Iraqi] government” has been established to succeed the Authority.

Mr. Annan said earlier this week he would move “very quickly” to appoint the Special Representative as soon as the Council passed the resolution and that the envoy would take up the job as soon as was practicable.

The text also allows for a Council review in 12 months time in answer to demands by some members that there should be a new vote after a year. The new clause does not call for a new vote but states: “[the Council] decides to review the implementation of this resolution within twelve months of adoption and to consider further steps that might be necessary.”

On the issue of weapons inspections, the Council underlined its intention “to revisit the mandates of the United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).”

In addition, the resolution extends for another six months Mr. Annan’s authority to run the UN Oil-for-Food programme, under which Baghdad was allowed to use oil sales to buy the food and humanitarian supplies on which 60 per cent of Iraqis depended as their sole source of sustenance, before finally terminating it.

The extension allows the Secretary-General to prioritize shipments for billions of dollars of already signed contracts in the humanitarian pipeline before handing all remaining activities of the programme to the provisional Authority.

The Executive Director of the Oil-for-Food programme, Benon Sevan, welcomed the adoption of resolution 1483, saying that the lifting of sanctions represented long-awaited relief for the Iraqi people.

“Iraq is blessed with natural and human resources, not the least of those being oil and a well-educated and extraordinarily resilient population and an extremely competent cadre of industrial managers and experts capable of driving the economy forward,” he said in a statement released late Thursday afternoon. “If peace and security prevail, their formidable capacity and ingenuity will be unshackled by today’s resolution.”

* * *
Iraq: Secretary-General

22 May – Once again stressing the “indispensable” need for Security Council unity in order to maintain peace, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today the world body would use the role granted it by a new resolution on interim arrangements in Iraq to ensure that the Iraqi people regain full national sovereignty as soon as possible.

“Whatever differences there have been in the recent past, we now have a new basis on which to work. And we must all work very hard, keeping the interests of Iraqis at the forefront of all our efforts,” Mr. Annan told the Council after it had adopted a resolution granting wide interim governing powers to the United States and its coalition partners and included a role for a UN Special Representative to work with this interim authority.

Noting that the mandate given the UN involved complex and difficult tasks, Mr. Annan declared: “Our most important task will be to ensure that the people of Iraq – men and women alike – are able, as soon as possible, through a transparent and impartially managed political process, to form a free and representative government of their own choice, so that they can regain their national sovereignty and build a stable and prosperous Iraq, at peace with its neighbours.”

Saying he would name “without delay” the Special Representative, for whom he requested full Council support, Mr. Annan told the 15-member body: “The United Nations will play its full part in this international effort.”

Asked by reporters afterward about the resolution, the Secretary-General said it gave a role to the UN, in which it would work with the occupying power and the Iraqi people. “The resolution gives the international community a legal basis for its activities in Iraq,” he added. 

Calling the resolution “the product of a compromise” that the UN would work with, Mr. Annan said all sides were now looking forward to find ways to support the Iraqi people.

He said he was not in a position to name a Special Representative now, but added that the Representative would go to Iraq as soon as practicable.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

22 May – Top United Nations officials went before the Security Council today to deplore the breakdown of law and order in Iraq, which they said was severely undercutting the world body’s ability to bring humanitarian aid to a needy civilian population.

“A major humanitarian crisis has been averted so far,” Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette told the Council at the outset of an open briefing. “But the civilian population – and children in particular – remain at risk, particularly if the security situation does not improve substantially in the near future.”

She noted that UN agencies were at work throughout the country, providing food, water, medicine and other emergency assistance, helping repair water and sanitation facilities, assisting in the restoration of electricity, and providing relief to internally displaced persons and malnourished children.

“I would like to pay special tribute to the courage and commitment of our 3,400 national staff, who continued to deliver essential supplies to hospitals, displaced populations and other vulnerable groups throughout the period of conflict,” she added.

The Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), Mark Malloch Brown, also expressed deep concern about the difficult security environment in the country, especially in Baghdad, which he said continued to severely hinder humanitarian assessments and deliveries.

The Executive Director of the World Food Programme (WFP), James T. Morris, also emphasized the precarious security situation, although he said he was confident serious hunger among the Iraqi people could be avoided. Today, there was no food crisis in Iraq. That being said, however, humanitarian agencies still faced a number of difficulties. “First and foremost is the security and safety for staff, warehouses, silos, mills and offices,” he declared.

He said the WFP had so far had delivered over 200,000 tons of food and was gearing up for the largest humanitarian operation it had ever attempted. “Our objective is to ensure 480,000 metric tons of food a month are available to feed all 27 million Iraqis through the existing public food distribution system for five months,” he said. The WFP planned to begin full food distribution to the entire population on 1 June.

For his part, a senior official of the World Health Organization (WHO) said that in much of the country, the precarious security situation and power vacuum hampered efforts to re-start public services, including electricity, water, sanitation, medical and health. “The absolute lack of cash to meet the running costs of services to enable critical personnel to receive remuneration, is undermining the capacity of all institutions to offer essential services,” said David Nabbaro, Executive Director of Sustainable Development and Healthy Environments and Senior Policy Advisor to the WHO Director-General.

For Nils Kastberg, Director of the Office of Emergency Programmes for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the highest priority also was the need for law and order throughout Iraq. The ability of UN staff to reach the neediest children was still being impeded by a culture of lawlessness and fear, he said. A second priority involved getting all children back in school as soon as possible. The third priority was basic health for children and women, he added.

* * *

Iraq: Security Council

22 May – United Nations Security Council members who approved a new resolution on interim post-war arrangements for Iraq today praised the spirit of rediscovered unity and consensus that made the compromise possible and emphasized the important role the world body now had in the Middle Eastern country’s future.

In statements following the 14-0 vote in favour of the resolution sponsored by the United States, United Kingdom and Spain – Syria did not participate – the Council members stressed the urgent need now to rebuild the country and answer the population’s humanitarian needs.

Ambassador John Negroponte of the United States said the resolution allowed for the Secretary-General’s Special Representative to have a robust role in rebuilding Iraq, and guaranteed UN participation in monitoring the sale of Iraqi oil. Now that the resolution had been adopted, it had to be implemented since there were urgent humanitarian, reconstruction, and political tasks at hand, he added.

Ambassador Jean-Marc de la Sablière of France said the resolution was not perfect but improvements introduced during negotiations provided a credible framework in which the international community could lend support to the Iraqi people. The strong, independent UN involvement would condition the success of the process, namely, the degree of its ownership by the Iraqi people, he added. 

For his part, British Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock hoped the vote would mark the return to sustained consensus on one of the most difficult foreign policy issues faced today.  He noted that it gave the UN a vital and independent post-conflict role. In that context, he hoped that the Secretary-General would rapidly deploy a Special Representative.

Germany’s Ambassador, Gunter Pleuger, noting that the resolution – a compromise reached after difficult negotiations – showed substantial improvements compared to the initial draft and had strengthened the role of the UN. The adoption of the resolution had left behind the divisions of the past, he said.

Ambassador Inocencio Arias of Spain acknowledged that some parties felt that the resolution was not perfect, but no one could deny that it provided an important tool to deal with a difficult issue. It gave the UN an important role, he said, and he hoped that it would help the world body to tackle other challenges, such as terrorism, in the future.

Noting that the text was a compromise, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico said the UN’s challenge would be to assure respect for the fundamental principles of the Organization and to become energetically involved in the reconstruction process. Iraq’s future was a great challenge for the UN, and to confront it squarely, the Organization itself had to be strengthened, he added.  

Ambassador Sergey Lavrov of the Russian Federation also noted that the resolution was the result of a major compromise, but said it was commendable that all parties had truly made an effort to make concessions, in spite of diverging positions. With the description of the functions of the Secretary General’s Special Representative, the resolution assigned a vital and important role to the UN.

Bulgarian Ambassador Stefan Tafrov said the UN was to play a vital, independent and possibly a central role in Iraq in the post-conflict period. Difficulties would be resolved through a genuine partnership between the UN and the coalition forces.  In a time of globalization, the UN had become an indispensable organization, he stressed.

For his part, Ambassador Mamady Traore of Guinea declared that the adoption of the resolution represented a success for the UN and for the Council, which had gone back to the “golden rule” of consensus. He was pleased with the important role given to the UN in rebuilding Iraq and hoped the Special Representative would fully play his rightful role during that crucial stage for Iraq’s future.

China’s Ambassador, Wang Yingfan, said the resolution would contribute to maintaining the authority and validity of the UN. Having participated in the negotiations on amendments, he said, his Government’s specific concerns had not been properly addressed but he voted in favour because of the urgent humanitarian needs in Iraq. 

The Ambassador of Cameroon, Martin Belinga-Eboutou, said the resolution represented a great moment for the Security Council, sending a message of confidence in the Iraqi people, who would soon be able to take charge of their own affairs. From the outset, he had believed that the UN should play an important role in rebuilding Iraq.

Ambassador Christian Maquieira of Chile said the adopted resolution contained important provisions concerning the political process in Iraq, the role of the UN and the Council’s role 12 months from now. Its adoption had made it possible to restore the Council’s capacity to agree on a process for the reconstruction of Iraq.

Angolan Ambassador Ismael Abraão Gaspar Martins declared that the resolution’s adoption would contribute to restoring the necessary unity of purpose of the Council – a unity that had been bruised by divisions over Iraq during the past months. It had reinstated the spirit of multilateralism in the Council, enabling it to better play its mandated role in maintaining international peace and security.

Wrapping up members’ statements, the Council President for May, Ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, speaking in his national capacity, said the resolution accorded an independent and vital role to the UN, the Secretary-General, and his Special Representative. He expected that the role of the Secretary-General would become even more central in the coming months.

* * *

Iraq: humanitarian

22 May – From so-called “Ali Babas” who steal the vehicles of repairmen while they are working atop power lines to trigger-happy citizens shooting up water pipes to steal fresh water, United Nations relief agencies in Iraq today described some of the problems they face on the ground.

When the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq (UNOHCI), Ramiro Lopes da Silva, toured a power plant in Baghdad, the manager recounted how the lack of security was a major concern for the technicians who work on the transmission lines.

“He said to us that while they are operating in the lines, the looters, ‘the Ali Babas’ as they call them, are taking away their vehicles, their tools,” UNOCHI spokesperson Veronique Taveau told a briefing in Baghdad. “The situation of the lack of law and order is impacting on the ability of the Iraqis to reactivate the basis services.”

When 30 assessment teams funded by the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to investigate the water situation in southern Iraq got around to quality tests in Basra, the country’s second largest city, they were shocked to find that at a third of the sites they visited they could do no testing because there was no water at all.

“The reason for this was simple,” spokesman Geoffrey Keele said. “People continue to either pound or shoot holes into the water distribution pipes to steal the water that comes gushing out. As the water gushes out, it reduces the water pressure and further down the line there is no water at all.”

This was having two very serious effects, he said. People in need cannot access water. For instance, pipes feeding Basra General hospital had been punctured so many times that they had run dry and the hospital only had two days’ supply left. Secondly, stagnant water was leaking into punctured pipes, contaminating whatever supply was left for those further down the line.

The agency was assessing how to carry out repairs but “repairs need to be accompanied by security and that is something UNICEF cannot provide,” Mr. Keele said. “That is the responsibility of the coalition forces and it is a job that needs doing now.”

And if after a stressful day the workers should want a bit of quiet, even that is denied them by black-market gunslingers firing their weapons. “We have noticed a significant increase in black market activities and weapon smuggling,” Ms. Taveau said. “People are not only buying them but testing them in the street and that increases the volume of night shooting and the falling down of bullets. Groups of teenagers are seen in the street carrying AK 47s.”

* * *

DR of Congo

22 May – As the United Nations mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) continues to work out a plan with militia leaders to confine their combatants in the Ituri region, fighting has been reported in the northern part of that district in the area of Aru.

Meanwhile in Bunia, Hema militia remain in control of the town, while Lendu militia are located in the southern outskirts. The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) continues to meet the Chiefs of Staff of the two militias on a regular basis, who are presently working out a plan – which will be discussed with the interim administration tomorrow – for the cantonment of their combatants.

The UN continues to patrol Bunia, and is looking into reports that anti-personnel mines have been freshly laid in the town. More than 300 bodies have been discovered so far, including some 32 bodies in a water-tank near the old governor’s residence, which the UN is also investigating.

There has been no significant change in the status of internal displaced persons. Four hundred people moved yesterday to the Bunia airport after the UN mission encouraged them to move away from its Headquarters area. The UN is also assisting humanitarian agencies to meet the needs of the displaced – over 5 tons of food was distributed to 1,800 families yesterday.

In other news, Secretary-General Kofi Annan has informed the Security Council that he intends to appoint William Lacy Swing to succeed Amos Namanga Ngongi as his Special Representative for the DRC, and chief of MONUC.

Mr. Ngongi is scheduled to conclude his assignment on 30 June, with Mr. Swing’s appointment taking effect 1 July.

Mr. Swing has been Mr. Annan’s Special Representative for Western Sahara since November 2001. Prior to that, he was a career diplomat from the United States who served as a US Ambassador, mainly in Africa.

In his letter to the Council, the Secretary-General expressed deep appreciation for the outstanding work of Mr. Ngongi, in particular, his considerable contribution to the recent progress in the peace process in the DRC.

* * *

Algeria

22 May – United Nations Secretary-General said today he was “deeply saddened” by the heavy loss of life, injuries and destruction caused by a powerful earthquake Wednesday in Algeria, and pledged UN assistance to the victims.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has already provided an emergency cash grant of $50,000. In addition, a UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team has been deployed to support the Government in the coordination of the international response, and to assist in assessing priority needs.

“To mobilize and coordinate international relief efforts, the United Nations has been in touch with several governments, who have put Search and Rescue (SAR) teams and relief supplies on stand-by,” a UN spokesman said.

According to OCHA, unconfirmed reports indicate that the death toll has risen to 640 dead and 4,670 injured. Meanwhile, Algiers International Airport, located close to the earthquake’s epicentre, remained closed.

The Secretary-General also extended his condolences to the families of the deceased, and to the Government of Algeria.

* * *

Biological diversity

22 May – Calling biodiversity “an essential heritage for all humankind,” United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today appealed to governments and the entire international community to preserve the planet’s diverse ecology “on which all life depends.”

“The preservation of biodiversity is not just a job for governments,” Mr. Annan declared in a message marking the International Day for Biological Diversity, which is observed 22 May.

“International and non-governmental organizations, the private sector, and each and every individual have a role to play in changing entrenched outlooks and ending destructive patterns of behaviour,” he added. “The involvement of local communities is particularly important, since many have already devised innovative approaches in resource management and other areas from which others can learn.”

Mr. Annan said a failure to stop the loss of biological resources would greatly complicate if not totally impede efforts to reach by 2015 the Millennium Development Goals set by the UN Millennium Summit of 2000, and he called on governments that had not yet done so to the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Biosafety Protocol.

“These instruments – and the processes they have set in motion – are crucial for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and for the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic resources. But ratification is only a start; governments must also ensure that their national policies and, not least, their budgetary allocations, reflect their recognition of biodiversity’s importance,” he declared.

“Biodiversity is an essential heritage for all humankind,” he concluded. “Stopping its loss, and guaranteeing the continued functioning of the earth’s ecosystems – both marine and terrestrial – should be a high priority for everyone. On the International Day for Biological Diversity, let us pledge to promote global awareness of the value of biodiversity and do our utmost to generate momentum towards its preservation.”

* * *

UNEP

22 May – Ministers from Central and Eastern Europe today signed an agreement that aims to conserve the region’s greatest reserve of untouched forests and large carnivores while benefiting isolated mountain communities, the United Nations environment agency said. 

The Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development of the Carpathians will strengthen regional cooperation and support local projects in the mountain areas of the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovakia and Ukraine, according to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), which serviced the treaty negotiations.

Spread over some 200,000 square kilometres, the Carpathian region contains vast tracts of forest that function as a bridge between Europe’s northern forests and those in the south and west, UNEP stated. This allows bears and other species to migrate and remain healthy through genetic exchange. One third of all European plant species also grow there, including 481 species that can be found nowhere else in the world. 

“Though less famous than the neighbouring Alps, the Carpathian region boasts a stunning landscape of great beauty that is rich in both wildlife and culture. This new treaty promises to help the region retain its wildness while offering its people new opportunities for improving their well-being,” UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said. 

UNEP noted that conflict with human development has dramatically corroded the wildlife in recent centuries. This modernization has also affected 16 million to 18 million people who call these mountains home. 

Key threats to the Carpathians include growing unemployment and poverty, which have worsened since the transition from communism began over a decade ago. Unsustainable development patterns, over-exploitation of natural resources, pollution, deforestation, excessive hunting, and habitat fragmentation are also major threats.

The new Convention recognizes the link between environmental protection and the need to bring benefits to the local population through sustainable development. It promotes responsible tourism in which, for example, landscapes are protected and local communities benefit.

* * *

SARS

22 May – The United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) announced today the creation of a new public-private initiative to fight the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and build surveillance facilities in China as well as the surrounding region.

“Despite the rapid and effective response from partners around the world, SARS exposes fundamental weaknesses in global health infrastructure,” WHO Director-General Elect Jong-Wook Lee said. “The epidemic highlights the need for local and national surveillance and response mechanisms. This new fund and other innovative initiatives like it will help prepare the world to respond to future emerging diseases.”

Recognizing both the social and economic impacts of SARS, the international business community has pledged support to mobilize the initial $100 million by September, according to WHO. Companies with operations or markets in Asia will be targeted.

The UN agency will collaborate with the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Global Health Initiative to assemble a coalition of business leaders and committed individuals who will in turn design the fund and mobilize the resources to fill it.

“The money will be disbursed rapidly, to get it to the areas that need it most as quickly as possible,” David Heymann, WHO Executive Director for communicable diseases programmes, said. “Our sense of urgency comes from the belief that there remains a window in which we can control SARS and eliminate the global threat it poses – forever.”

* * *

Infectious diseases

22 May – United Nations agencies and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation today announced a new initiative focused on developing new diagnostic tests for the world’s most deadly infectious diseases, increasing the possibility of early detection and treatment before spreading widely.

The Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND) was formed by the UN-backed Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) and the Gates Foundation in response to the critical need for new tools to detect infectious diseases.

“The biotechnology advances of the past 20 years provide an opportunity to transform the way that we diagnose and treat disease in the world’s poorest countries,” FIND Executive Director Giorgio Roscigno said. “We look forward to helping usher in a new generation of diagnostics that will greatly improve the tracking and treatment of deadly infectious diseases.”

The Gates Foundation has committed up to $30 million over the next five years to enable FIND – in collaboration with the diagnostics industry and other organizations – to apply the latest biotechnology innovations to develop and validate affordable diagnostic tests for diseases of the developing world.

The UN World Health Organization (WHO) – which together with the World Bank and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) comprises TDR – said the biotech revolution has yielded important progress in the diagnosis and treatment of diseases that affect affluent societies, but these advances have not been applied to diseases that kill millions each year in developing countries. As a result, many diseases go undetected and untreated in these poorer countries, accelerating their spread.

FIND will initially focus on speeding up the development and evaluation of new tuberculosis tests, WHO said. TB kills one person every 15 seconds, in large part because of lack of diagnosis and treatment. More sensitive diagnostics will open the possibility of treating the less contagious cases before they infect others.

WHO said the standard tuberculosis detection method, examining sputum under a microscope, was developed over a century ago and is time-consuming and frequently inaccurate.

* * *

Measles

22 May – Measles affect more than 30 million children and claims the lives of almost 750,000 each year, despite the availability of a highly effective and inexpensive vaccine recommended by two United Nations agencies.

All measles deaths are preventable using the comprehensive strategy that provides children with two opportunities for immunization, according to the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

The agencies said the first opportunity is given at nine months of age through the country’s routine immunization delivery system, and a second opportunity is provided through supplementary immunization activities conducted every three to four years to ensure that every child is protected.

WHO and UNICEF said a dose of measles vaccine costs a mere 25 cents, including safe injection equipment, giving measles immunization one of the highest health returns for money spent. The high effectiveness of this regimen has already been witnessed in a number of southern African countries, including Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland and Zimbabwe.
If implemented correctly, the strategy could prevent a further 2.3 million child deaths in Africa over the next 10 years, markedly reducing the death toll from measles on the continent. Of all the vaccine-preventable diseases, measles remains the leading killer of children – more than half of them in Africa.

The agencies estimate that an additional $200 million will be required to implement the comprehensive measles strategy over the next three years in the 45 priority countries that account for about 95 per cent of total deaths.

* * *

Afghanistan

22 May – The number of United Nations-assisted returns of Afghan refugees so far this year reached 100,000 today, only a quarter of the rate for the same period last year, the UN refugee agency said.

Since the end of April, about 15,000 refugees have been returning every week, a spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Maki Shinohara, told reporters in Kabul. The agency assisted 65,000 returning from Pakistan and nearly 35,000 from Iran. The total number of returns since the repatriation programme began last year is 1.9 million.

By the end of May 2002, there had already been 400,000 returns, and “we are seeing a similar trend in the increase in the rate of returns in spring,” Ms. Shinohara said. Returning refugees say more Afghan families will return if security is improved, especially in the southern provinces, and if there are more job prospects and reconstruction inside Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, UN agencies went back to work yesterday in the northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif after weekend factional fighting, during which the top local security liaison official for the UN system there was killed. Although tension in the city appeared to be significantly reduced, there were two reports on Tuesday night of rounds of gunfire.

The Mazar Multi-party Security Commission was holding talks to curb instability. On Monday a Commission delegation with the support of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) verified the withdrawal of unauthorized troops from the city.

“This exercise was difficult, there was not a lot of cooperation and it was in particularly difficult to identify unofficial military posts,” UNAMA spokesman Manoel de Almeida e Silva told reporters. “This situation reconfirmed the urgent need to establish a neutral police force in Mazar and strengthen its ability to provide security to the population.”

The two commanders from the Wahdat Mohaqiq and Jamiat factions blamed for the weekend incidents were handed over to Mazar police custody on Monday after several hours of negotiation to ensure their safety and security while in prison.

Mr. de Almeida e Silva also confirmed that the suspension of de-mining activities by the UN Mine Action Centre in Afghanistan (UNMACA) following recent attacks on personnel in the southwest and southeast covered 10 provinces.

* * *

Kosovo

22 May – A group of 29 mortal remains believed to belong to Kosovars who had been in Serbia proper is expected to be handed over Friday to family representatives, the United Nations mission in Kosovo said today.

A group reburial is expected to take place at a commemorative site outside Meja town after the remains are released to the next of kin. The handover procedures, which began 8 May, will include the completion of official documents.

There will be an additional handover to family representatives from the Prizren area, which are also part of the same repatriation process.

* *** *

___________________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Security Council

           Shortly after 10 o’clock this morning, the Security Council adopted a resolution on Iraq with 14 votes in favour,

     and none against, with Syria not participating in the voting, which lifts all sanctions on Iraq, except those dealing with

     arms.

           The resolution also calls on the Secretary-General to appoint a Special Representative with responsibilities in

     humanitarian and reconstruction affairs.  The Council decides to revisit, at a later date, the mandates of the UN

     Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) and International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in

     Iraq.

           In addition, the resolution calls for the activities of the “oil-for-food” programme to be terminated within six

     months.  It creates a Development Fund for Iraq, to be financed by the sale of oil products, which will be used to meet

     the needs of the Iraqi people.

           Following the vote, the 14 members present in the Security Council Chamber and the Secretary-General

     spoke.

           The Secretary-General said that “we should all be gratified that the Council has come together to chart the

     way forward in Iraq”.  He said that the mandate the Council has given the United Nations involves complex and difficult

     tasks, but promised that the United Nations would carry it out to the best of its ability.

           He told the Council, “Whatever differences there have been in the recent past, we now have a new basis on

     which to work”.  The most important task, he added, would be to ensure that the people of Iraq are able to form a free

     and representative Government of their own choice, through a transparent and impartially managed political process,

     as soon as possible.

           The Secretary-General noted that the resolution asks him to name a Special Representative to lead the UN

     side, and promised, “I will do so without delay”.

           We have a text of his statement upstairs.

           Speaking to reporters afterwards, the Secretary-General said that he was not in a position to name a Special

     Representative now, but added that the Representative would go to Iraq as soon as practicable.

           Asked about today’s resolution, the Secretary-General said it gives a role to the United Nations, in which it

     would work with the occupying Power and the Iraqi people, and he added, “The resolution gives the international

     community a legal basis for its activities in Iraq”.

           **Iraq - Humanitarian

           The Security Council is currently holding an open briefing on the humanitarian situation in Iraq.

           In opening the meeting, the Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, said that while a major humanitarian

     crisis has been averted so far, the civilian population –- and children in particular -- remain at risk, particularly if the

     security situation does not improve.

           She added that the UN’s ability to respond to urgent needs depends greatly on whether the necessary

     resources are available.  To date, she said, donors had made $700 million dollars available.

           Following her presentation, representatives of the UN Development Programme, the UN Children’s Fund, the

     World Health Organization and the World Food Programme, as well as the International Committee for the Red Cross

     were to address the Council.

           James Morris, the Executive Director of the World Food Programme, is to announce that full food distribution

     to the entire population of Iraq will begin on 1 June, through 44,000 food agents in place across the country.

           All Council members are expected to speak and ask questions of the agencies represented at the meeting.

           We have upstairs the Deputy Secretary-General’s statement.  And we also have the notes from the

     humanitarian briefing in Baghdad.

           **Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           The following statement on the earthquake in Algeria is attributable to the Spokesman:

           “The Secretary-General was deeply saddened by the heavy loss of life, injuries and destruction caused by a

     powerful earthquake yesterday in Algeria.  He extends his sincere condolences to the families of the deceased, and to

     the Government of Algeria.

           “The United Nations is prepared to assist in any way it can.  The UN Office for the Coordination of

     Humanitarian Affairs has already provided an emergency cash grant of US$50,000.  A United Nations Disaster

     Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team has been deployed to support the Algerian Government in the

     coordination of the international response, and to assist in assessing priority needs.  To mobilise and coordinate

     international relief efforts, the United Nations has been in touch with several governments, who have put Search and

     Rescue (SAR) teams and relief supplies on stand-by”.

           **DRC

           In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, fighting has been reported in northern Ituri, in the area of Aru.

           In Bunia, Hema militias remain in control of the town, while Lendu militias are located in the southern

     outskirts.  The UN Mission continues to meet the Chiefs of Staff of the two militias on a regular basis, and are

     presently working out a plan for the cantonment of their combatants, which will be discussed with the interim

     administration tomorrow.

           The UN continues to patrol Bunia.  It is also investigating reports that anti-personnel mines have been freshly

     laid in the town.  Over 300 bodies have thus far been discovered, including some 32 bodies in a water-tank near the old

     governor’s residence.  The UN is investigating this incident. 

           There has been no significant change in the status of internally displaced persons.  The UN continues to

     encourage the displaced persons to move from the Headquarters to the airport; and 400 moved there yesterday.  The

     UN is also assisting humanitarian agencies to meet the needs of the displaced:  over

     5 tonnes of food were distributed to 1,800 families yesterday.

           **DRC -- SRSG

           The Secretary-General has informed the Security Council that he intends to appoint William Lacy Swing to

     succeed Amos Namanga Ngongi as his Special Representative for the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Ngongi will

     conclude his assignment on 30 June, and Swing’s appointment will take effect on 1 July.

           William Swing has been the Special Representative of the Secretary-General to Western Sahara since

     November 2001.  And prior to that, he was a career US diplomat who served as a US Ambassador, mainly in Africa.

           In his letter to the Council, the Secretary-General expressed deep appreciation for the outstanding work of Mr.

     Ngongi, in particular his considerable contribution to the recent progress in the peace process in the country.

           We have available in my office the Secretary-General’s letter to the Council and Mr. Swing’s biography.

           **Security Council Consultations

           Also on the Council, consultations on Western Sahara have been postponed from tomorrow until next Tuesday

     afternoon.

           **UNRWA

           The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) Commissioner-General, Peter Hansen,

     told a meeting in Amman, Jordan, of 27 donor nations, that “UNRWA remains committed to serving the refugees in

     Gaza, whatever the difficulties it faces”.  We have a press release with more details, including information on new

     pledges made by donors today in Amman.

           **Press Releases

           We have a series of press releases that you can pick up in my office and you can find a shortened version of

     each on the highlights a little later today.

           On biological diversity, we have a statement by the Secretary-General saying that unless we stop the loss of

     biological resources, the Millennium Development Goals will be much more difficult, if not impossible, to reach.

           We have a press release on a major new agreement on the environment that has been adopted by Ministers

     from Central and Eastern European countries today in Kyiv.

           We have three from the World Health Organization (WHO).  One on a new public-private initiative to fight

     SARS; one on a statement by the new head of WHO, Dr. Jong-Wook Lee, on HIV/AIDS; and the third on measles,

     concerning the availability of a safe, highly effective as well as inexpensive vaccine.  Measles affects over 30 million

     children and claims the lives of almost

     750,000 each year.

           We have information on the Mine Action Centre in Afghanistan, and on Kosovo, we have a report on

     repatriation of mortal remains of Kosovars who had been in Serbia proper.

           **Press Conference Tomorrow

           And a press conference tomorrow, my last item for today.  At 1:15 p.m., Oleg Henrik Magga, the Chairman of

     the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, will be joined by Willie Littlechild, the Forum Rapporteur, and other

     experts to brief you on the outcome of the Forum’s second session.

           That’s all I have for you.  If no questions, we’ll go now to Richard on the General Assembly.

           Spokesman for General Assembly President

           Thank you, good afternoon.

           At the start of this morning’s General Assembly plenary meeting, the permanent representative of Austria, as

     acting President, expressed deepest sympathy to the governments and people of Sri Lanka and Algeria for the tragic

     loss of life and damage from flooding in Sri Lanka and the earthquake in Algeria.  He expressed the hope that the

     international community would show solidarity with the plight of the people of those countries and respond generously

     to any appeal for aid.

           The plenary then took the following decisions.  It decided to endorse the recommendations of the

     Secretary-General and the Security Council to extend the term of office of four non-elected permanent judges of the

     International Tribunal for Rwanda, in order to allow them to dispose of a number of ongoing cases.

           On the implementation of the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS, the plenary adopted draft resolution

     A/57/L.78 by consensus.  In this decision, the General Assembly decides to convene a day of high-level plenary

     meetings of the General Assembly on this topic on 22 September 2003, during the next plenary session.

           Then Oman introduced the draft resolution on global road safety crisis, which was adopted by consensus.

           As Fred just mentioned, today is the International Day for Biological Diversity, with particular focus on

     biodiversity and poverty alleviation –- challenges for sustainable development.

           In his message, General Assembly President Kavan notes that “species have been disappearing at 50 to 100

     times the natural rate and it is expected that if current trends continue, we would lose several thousand plant and

     animal species in the coming decades. Although the Convention on Biological Diversity has led to adoption of new

     concepts and policies to protect nature, there is further urgent need for the entire international community to focus

     creative attention on combating the negative impact of human activities.  Each State has to identify and monitor

     important ecosystems, raise public awareness and social conscience and stay with their commitment to the

     Millennium Goals regarding sustainable development.”

           This message is available at the 3rd floor documents counter and will be available on the General Assembly

     President’s Web site.

           And a heads-up for next Tuesday, 27 May.  President Kavan is sponsoring the Sixth Non-stop Reading

     Marathon at the United Nations.  This is part of a four-day worldwide event to be carried on the Internet.  The theme

     this year is “Life in Truth -- Homage to Václav Havel”.  The event is organized to pay homage to all the authors, whose

     writings had helped raise awareness in support of the cause of human rights, freedom and free speech.  The event will

     be held in the West Terrace, starting at 10.30 a.m. and continue throughout the day with readings delivered by

     members of the diplomatic community here in New York.  UN staff and correspondents are invited to attend, and the

     event will be web cast and carried on in-house channel 67 or 16.

           Any questions?

           Thank you very much.

           Spokesman:  Thank you, Richard.

                                              * *** *
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� HYPERLINK  \l "Wildlife" ��Associated Press Worldstream -  Environment ministers sign agreement to protect Europe's largest reserve of wildlife (Also printed by ENN)�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ecology" ��Associated Press Worldstream - Environment ministers address ecology issues at a U.N.-sponsored conference in Ukraine�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Mountains" ��Agence France Presse - Eastern European countries pledge to protect mountains�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Convention" ��BBC - Ukraine signs Carpathian environment convention�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Poverty" ��Deutsche Presse-Agentur - Poverty the main threat to global stability, think tank says�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Earth" ��ENS - Earth's Vital Signs Show the Pain of Poverty� 
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