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HEADLINE: Conference on protection of the Ozone shield opens in Prague

DATELINE: PRAGUE, Czech Republic

BODY:
Experts and politicians from all over the world opened a five-day conference in Prague on Monday to discuss ways to preserve the ozone layer.

The key issue at the meeting will be a request by 16 developed countries to be exempted from a phase-out of the insecticide methyl bromide. The group includes the United States, Japan and Germany.

Under the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, developed countries have agreed to phase out the chemical by Jan. 1, 2005, while developing countries have a Jan. 1, 2015, deadline.

The protocol established a system by which nations would gradually eliminate chemicals that destroy the ozone layer, which prevents ultraviolet light from reaching the earth and harming living things. Methyl bromide is one of the last of the major chemicals to be phased out.

Chlorofluorocarbons or CFCs which are used in refrigeration and air conditioning have been identified as the main substance damaging the ozone shield.

"Dramatic progress has been achieved over the past 15 years in eliminating CFCs and other ozone destroying chemicals, but the task remains unfinished," said Executive Director Klaus Toepefer of the United Nations Environment Programme, which provides the Montreal Protocol's secretariat.

The Prague meeting will also focus on how to promote countries' compliance with their obligation to phase-out the use of harmful chemicals.

Experts will estimate the level of funds needed to assist developing countries to continue their progress toward a total phase-out and a decision on the issue is expected later in the week.

Delegates will also consider two reports on activities for combatting illegal trade with ozone-depleting substances.
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Reuters 

KENYA: Treaty signatory and host to the 2004 Summit

NAIROBI, 22 November (IRIN) - //Att. Subscribers, this report is part of a comprehensive set of features, background reports, interviews and other resources on landmine-related issues titled 'IRIN Web Special on Humanitarian Mine Action, published ahead of the 2004 Nairobi Summit on a Mine Free World. This web special is accessible at http://www.irinnews.org/webspecials/hma/default.asp// 

Kenya, the host of the upcoming summit of parties to the Ottawa Convention - that calls for the ban of production and use of anti-personnel mines (APMs) - has been one of the most active parties to the Mine Ban Treaty. 

Kenya completed the destruction of its stockpile of 38,774 APMs in August 2003, four years ahead of the 2009 deadline stipulated in the convention, according to Michael Oyugi, head of the secretariat of the committee organising the summit, to be held in Nairobi from 29 November to 3 December 2004. Some 3,000 mines have been retained for training purposes, he added. 

The decision to hold the summit in an African country is also significant because the continent is most affected by the hazards of landmines, according to Oyugi. 

Although Kenya does not have a landmine problem, it has - over the years - emerged as a "hub for humanitarian activities", a factor that makes Nairobi an appropriate choice as host of the summit, which will also address the humanitarian dimension of landmines, Oyugi said. 

Most of the 240,000 refugees in Kenya come from countries affected by the landmine problem, including Somalia, Sudan, Ethiopia and Eritrea. The refugees include some of those who have lost limbs to landmines in their countries. 

At Lopiding, close to the Kenyan-Sudanse border area of Lokichoggio, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) runs one of the largest field hospitals in the world, treating mostly those affected by war in southern Sudan. 

In 1992, the ICRC set up an orthopaedic workshop at the Lopiding hospital that makes artificial limbs for amputees, including victims of landmines, and fitting those with disabilities with orthoses. 

Fighting between Ethiopian troops and rebels of the Oromo Liberation Front has occasionally spilled over into Kenya, and in the late 1990s there were several reported cases of the rebels planting mines on the Kenyan side of the border to prevent Ethiopian forces from pursuing them. The mines were removed by the Kenyan military mines, according to Oyugi. 

The Convention on the Prohibition on the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of APMs and their Destruction, came into force on 1 March 1999 and has been widely hailed as the most successful global disarmament and humanitarian treaty ever, having been ratified by 143 states. 

According to Oyugi, Kenya will gain from a "raised international profile" due to the media focus on the summit as an estimated 1,500 delegates gather to review the Mine Ban Treaty. The gathering is widely seen as the most significant meeting of world leaders to address the global landmine problem since the historic Convention signing in Ottawa, Canada, in December 1997. 

"There is likely to be a tourism spin off from the summit," said Oyugi, referring to the increased exposure Kenya's tourism industry, one of the country's foreign exchange earners, is likely to gain during the meeting. 

Mereso Agina, the research coordinator of the Kenya Coalition Against Landmines, hoped that the successful hosting of the mines summit would lead to the "upgrading" of the United Nations Office in Nairobi with a view to holding more such international meetings in Kenya. 

"That would be a direct benefit to Kenya, promoting the country as a conference destination with the expected benefits to the hospitality industry," she said. 

Nairobi hosts the headquarters of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT). 

The Nairobi Summit is aimed at reviewing issues critical to the Convention, including deadlines for mine clearance and destruction of mine stockpiles by state parties to the convention and providing help to those maimed by landmines. "Some countries may need assistance to meet the [mine clearing] deadline, for example Angola - mine clearing is a tedious exercise," said Oyugi. 

He said the Nairobi Summit is expected to come up with two documents. One of them will be a programme of action on how the goals of the convention are to be achieved, while the second one will be a political declaration by state parties re-affirming their commitment to the convention. 

"The summit is expected to re-invigorate the convention - give it a new lease on life," Oyugi added. 

Although Kenya does not have a landmine problem, parts of the country's arid and semi-arid pastoral north and eastern areas are contaminated with unexploded ordnance (UXO) left behind by foreign and Kenyan armed forces carrying out training exercises. Regular military training exercises have been carried out around Archer's Post in the Eastern Province and Dol Dol in Northeastern Province, exposing an estimated 600,000 people to potential danger. 

In July 2002, the British government agreed to pay compensation of 4.5 million pounds (about seven million euros at that time) to more than 200 Kenyan members of the Maasai and Samburu nomadic communities, who were injured or maimed by UXOs left on their land by the British army. 

Britain's defence ministry said it accepted "limited liability" for what happened during a 50-year period during which, British forces conducted live-fire exercises on land used for grazing by Maasai and Samburu livestock herders. 

UXO-clearance operations have been carried out in the affected areas by the British army in conjunction with the Kenyan military. According to last year's report by the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL), UXO-clearance teams working in the Archer's Post area in 2001 and 2002, found four to five pieces of ammunition per sq km. 

A Kenyan army-demining unit, serving with the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), has been involved in mine clearance along the two countries' border. Ethiopia and Eritrea fought a bloody two-year border that ended with the signing of a peace agreement in 2000. 

To facilitate travel to Nairobi for registered delegates who will attend the summit, Kenyan embassies abroad are issuing visas free of charge, Oyugi said. Delegates from countries where Kenya does not have embassies will obtain visas on arrival from a special immigration counter that will be set up at the Jomo Kenyatta International airport in Nairobi. 

Hotels in Nairobi will also offer special rates for delegates and there will be shuttle buses running between the city centre, where most of the hotels are situated, and the UN complex in the Nairobi suburb of Gigiri, the venue for the summit. Some 800 more police will be deployed in Nairobi to boost security during the summit. More information on the summit is available on its Web site (http://www.minesfreesummitnbi.or.ke/). 

The summit's official opening ceremony will be held in the Kenyatta International Conference Centre in central Nairobi on November 28, presided over by Kenya's President Mwai Kibaki, a day before delegates shift to the UN complex for the rest of the conference. It will be attended by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 

According to ICBL, most countries in sub-Saharan Africa, the most heavily mined region in the world, are parties or signatories to the Mine Ban Treaty. 

There are 23 mine-affected countries in sub-Saharan Africa, including Angola, Burundi, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Mozambique and Sudan. In 2002 and 2003, new landmine casualties were reported in 20 of the 23 mine-affected countries, according to ICBL. 

In many of the mine-affected countries in the African region, medical facilities and rehabilitation services are in poor condition, mostly due to a lack of financial resources. Armed conflict, whether ongoing or in the past, has also taken a heavy toll on the health infrastructure in several countries, meaning that landmine survivors have had little hope for rehabilitation and re-integration into society. 
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Paul Winter Consort at the Music Hall

- November, 22 2004
	

	Paul Winter Consort


TROY, N.Y. — For the past thirty years, the multi-Grammy Award-winning Paul Winter Consort has received global accolades for their “symphony of the earth.” Incorporating sounds from the world’s cultures and creatures, the Paul Winter Consort takes the stage at Troy Savings Bank Music Hall Saturday, December 11th at 8 p.m. for a performance unlike any other. 

Despite winning three Best New Age Album Grammy Awards and receiving many other nominations, Paul Winter’s music defies categorization. Refined and distilled through decades of travel over six continents, rain forests, deserts, mountains, jungles, and forests, he has constantly endeavored to employ the sounds of the world in his intricate compositions. Jazz Times called him “one of contemporary music’s most singular voices,” and went on to say “thank goodness for people like Paul Winter, an artist who makes us think as we feel.” 

While a student at Northwestern University, saxophonist Winter formed the Paul Winter Sextet, which won the prestigious Intercollegiate Jazz Festival in 1961, and was immediately signed by Columbia Records. At the invitation of Jackie Kennedy, the Sextet was the first jazz group to have an official performance at the White House. They went on to become the first student jazz group to be sent abroad by the U.S. State Department, and it was on that international tour that Winter had his first taste of the musical and cultural ideas that would so heavily influence him later on. 

Along with veteran musicians Eugene Friesen (cello), Paul Sullivan (piano), and Gordon Gottlieb (percussion), Winter formed the Paul Winter Consort in 1967 as a vehicle for the mixture of global sounds and cultures he found so fascinating. Several years later, the group founded Living Music Records so that other artists would have a forum for the exploration of the melding of world music and the natural sounds of the earth. 

The Consort frequently records for Living Music at New York City’s Cathedral of St. John the Divine, where they are artists-in-residence, performing the famed Winter and Summer Solstice concerts, and the Earth Mass, held each Feast of St. Francis. In recent years, the Consort has been awarded a Global 500 Award from the United Nations and an Award of Excellence from the United Nations Environment Program in recognition of their musical contributions to the conservation movement. 

Employing the sounds of nature, animals and an international mix of music, the Paul Winter Consort has created a new kind of “earth music,” a jazz-infused sound that brings the whole world to the listener. Their auditory celebration of the wilderness of the human, animal and natural realms is an innovative, unparalleled experience that has to be heard to be believed. 

Reserved seats for The Paul Winter Consort are $28 and $25, and may be purchased by calling the Troy Savings Bank Music Hall Box Office at (518) 273-0038 or online at www.troymusichall.org. The Music Hall Box Office opens one hour prior to the performance. Otherwise, Box Office operations are handled at its business office at 7 State Street, Monday through Friday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., on show days only. The Troy Savings Bank Music Hall’s full season schedule can be viewed at www.troymusichall.org. 

The Troy Savings Bank Music Hall, named a National Historic Landmark in 1989, is in use over one hundred and fifty days a year. Since it opened its doors in 1875, the Hall has hosted performances by numerous world-renowned artists including Marion Anderson, Dizzy Gillespie, Peter Seeger, Ella Fitzgerald, Isaac Stern, Yo-Yo Ma, Henri Vieuxtemps, Ignace Jan Paderewski, Sergei Rachmaninoff, Jose Iturbi, Vladimir Horowitz, Yehudi Menuhin, and Artur Rubenstein, among many others.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Albania's environmental nightmare

ecological timebomb near the Adriatic

by Helene Michaud, 22 Novemember 2004
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	An abandonded factory in the contaminated site at Porto Romano


	


Porto Romano. It sounds like the name of a fancy seaside resort. Yet in 2000, it was identified by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as "an environment disaster area" and "one of the worst environmental hotspots of the Balkans". The agency called for urgent action to prevent further damage to the environment and said people in the area should be resettled. Nothing was done.
Located near Durres, Albania's main port on the Adriatic Sea, Porto Romano is the site of an abandoned chemical plant that produced a toxic insecticide called Lindane (gamma-HCH) and sodium chromate for use in the leather tanning industry. When the plant was closed in 1990 following the collapse of the communist regime, dangerous concentrations of hazardous chemicals were left in the former factory, on a dumpsite, and in hundreds of rusty drums and perforated bags in a nearby warehouse.
 
There is not even a fence or warning sign around the site. The 5000 people who live in Porto Romano do not realize they are living on an ecological time bomb.

High risk
Most at risk are the four families who have built their homes - many with contaminated bricks - on the site of the former factory where the soil, groundwater and building materials are heavily contaminated. In one of the shacks, the walls contain more than one thousand times the Lindane concentration considered acceptable by the World Health Organisation.

	A pesticide and Persistent Organic Pollutant (POP), Lindane is restricted because of its persistence in the environment. Signatories to the Stockholm Convention, including Albania (2001), are required to eliminate production, use, import and export of POP pesticides, and to manage and dispose of waste in a safe, efficient and environmentally sound manner.


Vera, a mother of two, says she and her husband moved to the old chemical factory site ten years ago after losing money in Albania's infamous pyramid schemes. Both her kids were born here. "We have lots of problems because of the wind and poison here, but there is no other place for us to go." She says the authorities told her they would be moved, but she does not know where. 

When the wind blows from the wrong direction, one can smell the musty odour of Lindane, now widely banned in Europe because it is believed to be carcinogenic. Children play on the site. At one spot, soil samples were found to consist of 70 percent of Lindane and only 30 percent soil. At other places on the site, levels of hexavalent chromium, or chromium-VI - a chemical whose toxicity was exposed in the popular film Erin Brockovich - exceeded critical German levels by up to 100 times. Contaminated material was also used to build a road nearby.
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	Children play in the contaminated dirt



	


Bad food
A donkey and some cows graze on the former industrial site. Many of those who settled here had been farmers in Albania's mountainous north - they continue farming here and sell their products locally. The milk and meat of their cows have been found to exceed German thresholds for certain chemicals by 40 times.

On just a few square kilometres, Porto Romano embodies Albania's recent history. In his drive for self-reliance, communist dictator Enver Hoxha set up heavy industry using obsolete technology, with no concern for safety, the environment, and in this case, for proper disposal of waste and unused chemicals. When the industry collapsed along with the communist regime, political chaos ensued and industrial sites like this one were left unattended and were looted. People who were no longer forced to live in inhospitable rural communities and had lost their fortunes in the pyramid schemes moved to urban centres like Durres in search of better lives.

The Saqe family came in just such circumstances in 1993. Their house is located across the street from the former plant, not far from a big heap of sulphur. They were not warned that the area was heavily contaminated. Mrs Saqe: "On our farm in the north, we used Lindane as a pesticide, but we used masks. Here we couldn't open the windows in the evening because the smell was too strong." She believes the Lindane has caused illnesses for her and breathing problems for her toddler.

Miracles and governments
Her son Ermal says the government has made many promises to relocate them and provide better facilities but says he has no confidence in the authorities because there is too much corruption: money given to clean up the site has simply disappeared. His mother: "I know my family is at risk, but we have no power to do anything. We are a simple family here. We are just praying for a miracle from God."

A doctor who runs a tiny clinic overlooking the remains of the old factory says he sees many people with unusual skin and respiratory problems, but he says he is not equipped to perform elaborate tests. "A group of German doctors took samples of blood, urine and mother's milk," he says. "They took the samples to Germany, but they did not send the results." He does not know how his patients are affected by exposure to the chemicals. "They have a long-term effect, perhaps in the liver or the bone marrow."

No one knows exactly how more than ten years of constant exposure to toxic chemicals and contaminated groundwater has affected the people's health. A local environmental official describes the situation in Porto Romano as a big experiment on how long people can survive with high dosages of chromium and Lindane.

Relocation
A new plan jointly financed by the World Bank and the Dutch and Albanian governments presents some hope for this no-go area. The first priority is to relocate the four families, about 20-60 people, who have been subjected to the heaviest contamination. Buildings will be destroyed to prevent others from settling here.

The next phase will be to prevent further leakage of toxic material to the environment. The chemicals will be stored and the site will be sealed off with a thick concrete wall.
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	The Adriatic: at risk from Porto Romano's pollutants



	


"Porto Romano is a very dangerous hotspot, because it is very close to the sea," says Albania's Environment Minister Et'hem Ruka. As the factory was built on a wetland area, the contamination is slowly spreading through the eco-system, through a drainage system that pumps surface water from Porto Romano into the Adriatic during the rainy season. It is not known how badly marine life has been affected. However, contamination levels in snails and mussels taken at the site and downstream were found to be 15 times higher than levels tolerated in Germany. 

A third part of the operation will be to make an inventory of the approximately 600 tonnes of chemicals found in corroding steel barrels and torn sacks at the storage facility, three kilometres from the factory. What cannot be destroyed will be repackaged and removed, and finally the site will be decontaminated. This will not be an easy task, as according to UN guidelines, the materials present a "high danger potential" due to their high toxicity and inflammability, which pose a risk of explosion. The plan provides for constant monitoring of the process by local and international environmental experts. Preparatory work has already started and the project is expected to be end in 2007. With total costs estimated at 4.9 million euros, it seems odd that the funds were not made available earlier.
 
Potential damage
Remedial action is more urgent than ever. More contaminated water draining into the sea will not only threaten the country's plans to boost tourism in this otherwise idyllic region, with its fine coastline, rolling hills and archaeological sites. It's also one of Europe's most biologically diverse areas. The pollution could create a major international environmental disaster affecting Albania's neighbours on the Adriatic coast.

The environment minister appears determined to obtain results in Porto Romano. This year thousands of Albanians went out on the streets in protest at government plans to import waste from Italy, appalled at the prospect of their country becoming the "trash can of Europe". The government desperately needs to improve its dismal environmental record both at home and abroad. It does not have the funds or expertise to handle this ecological time bomb on its own, so it will continue to depend on help from the international community. After Porto Romano, there will be more hotspots to clean up.
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M2 Presswire

November 22, 2004

HEADLINE: WORLD BANK: Caspian Environment Forum to focus on sustainable development and management of world's largest closed sea; Representatives from five countries bordering Caspian to convene in Baku

BODY:


M2 PRESSWIRE-NOVEMBER 22, 2004-WORLD BANK: Caspian Environment Forum to focus on sustainable development and management of world's largest closed sea; Representatives from five countries bordering Caspian to convene in Baku ©1994-2004 M2 COMMUNICATIONS LTD

Baku - International financial organizations, donor governments, international institutions, firms and NGOs, and representatives from Caspian states are gathering for the Caspian Environment Program Investment and Donors' Forum on November 19-20 in Baku, Azerbaijan. They will explore environmental investment needs to help local entrepreneurs, ecologists, and fishermen tap the riches of the Caspian in sustainable ways.

"This is a unique opportunity for the Caspian countries to report on progress with their environmental action plans and to identify specific investment gaps that still need to be filled," said Shigeo Katsu, World Bank Vice-President for Europe and Central Asia, who is participating in the event, along with other senior officials. "It is also a chance to attract sustainable private sector investment that ensures viable livelihoods for people earning a living from the sea and its surroundings." 

The Forum will showcase investment and technical assistance priorities identified by parties to National Caspian Action Plans (NCAPs) and the regional Caspian Strategic Action Program (SAP). The five countries of the Caspian - Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Russia, Turkmenistan -- will update donors on their progress in carrying out environmental investments, research and institutional changes defined in the NCAPs and SAPs. Additionally, the Forum will attempt to find funding partners for good investment concepts, including for Caspian Matched Small Grants Program (MSGP) proposals. To date, MSGP has awarded $918,148 to support small projects in areas such as pollution control, biodiversity protection and clean water provision.

"These Caspian programs represent a new approach, since they involve local entrepreneurs, foreign investors, donors, ecologists, infrastructure experts and non-governmental organizations. Involving the diverse players who have a stake in the Caspian is crucial to environmental sustainability," said Len Good, CEO and Chairman of the Global Environment Facility (GEF), one of the primary funders of the Caspian program.

The forum is being organized within the Caspian Environment Program (CEP) which is a partnership between the five littoral states, their international partners, including the European Union (EU), United Nations Development Program (UNDP), United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the World Bank, and the GEF.

Background Information:

The Caspian faces an array of environmental challenges. The unique biodiversity of the sea symbolized by its globally famous wetlands, forests, river systems and species, is heavily stressed and being eroded. Some species are fast deceasing in population while a few are nearly extinct.

Wetlands are encroached upon by unsustainable human uses.

Desertification and deforestation are major issues. Fisheries resources are declining under pressure from poaching and illegal fishing which have taken a heavy toll on fisheries in general and on the sturgeon populations in particular. This has been accentuated by the invasion of the Sea by a jelly fish called Mnemiopsis Leydei which contributed to the collapse of fisheries in the Black Sea in the 1990's and is now heavily impacting Kilka fisheries in the Caspian Sea. The other notable concern is pollution caused by industrial, agricultural and urban pollutants, extended use of pesticides and fertilizers in agriculture, accidental spillage of oil and increased localized nutrient levels. While not a totally polluted sea across all waters, the Sea has hot spots of concentrated pollution in some parts. Unsustainable development of coastal areas and communities is also a major environmental concern. This is mostly the result of inadequate land-use planning, combined with population pressures and imbalanced economic development. The fluctuations in sea level also contribute by inundating infrastructure, residential areas, farmlands and amenities. This has caused billions of dollars worth of damages while washing pollutants into the sea in the process.

For more information on the Caspian Environment Program Investment and Donors' Forum, please visit:http://www.worldbank.org/caspianenvironmentforum

Links to Forum Organizers:

Caspian Environment Program (CEP) - http://www.caspianenvironment.org/

The World Bank - http://www.worldbank.org/

Global Environment Facility (GEF) - www.theGEF.org

European Union (EU) - http://europa.eu.int/

United Nations Development Program (UNDP) - http://www.undp.org/

United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) - http://www.unep.org/

CONTACT: Saida Bagirova Tel: +1 994 12 921 941 e-mail: Sbagirova@worldbank.org Merrell Tuck Tel: +1 202 473 9516 e-mail: mtuckprimdahl@worldbank.org

(M2 Communications Ltd disclaims all liability for information provided within M2 PressWIRE. Data supplied by named party/parties. Further information on M2 PressWIRE can be obtained at http://www.presswire.net on the world wide web. Inquiries to info@m2.com).
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Radio Free Europe

World: Scientists Worried At Challenge To Ozone-Layer Protection Treaty

By Kathleen Moore
It's been more than 30 years since scientists first discovered that certain common chemicals were eating away at the protective ozone layer in the earth's atmosphere. That research alerted the world to the dangers of CFC gases and led to a landmark agreement to safeguard the ozone layer, which protects life on earth against the Sun's harmful radiation. The treaty -- the Montreal Protocol -- has been a remarkable success, with many of the harmful chemicals on their way to being phased out. But scientists gathered in the Czech capital Prague this week say there's still no evidence the ozone layer is recovering. And they say they are worried that politicians may agree at a meeting this week to allow the continued use of a chemical that destroys ozone.



Prague, 22 November 2004 (RFE/RL) - International experts at this week's Prague conference include Professor Mario Molina, who shared a Nobel Prize for showing the damage caused to the ozone layer by CFCs and other chemicals. 

Molina said much has been achieved in phasing out these harmful chemicals.

"We need a big signal before we can tell unambiguously that the ozone layer is recovering." -- Professor Mario Molina



But he added that there's still no clear evidence the ozone layer -- or the ozone hole over the Antarctic -- is recovering. 

"We need a big signal before we can tell unambiguously that the ozone layer is recovering," Molina said. "We had a very big signal in the 1980s that something was happening to the ozone layer and that it was clear that it was the result of the emissions of CFCs, halons [a common substance used in fire extinguishers] and other ozone-depleting substances. But we don't expect the ozone hole to disappear for decades. We might be able to tell before that that the ozone layer is recovering, but that's not the situation yet." 

Under the 1987 Montreal Protocol, countries must gradually phase out CFCs and other harmful chemicals that were once common in refrigeration, aerosols, and fire extinguishers. 

Developed countries have mostly stopped using them; developing ones have a longer deadline to phase them out. 

Though emissions have dropped sharply, scientists at the symposium said the ozone layer is currently in a vulnerable state. 

That's because the harmful chemicals released in previous years are still rising into the stratosphere. 

And now there's another danger -- some rich countries are now asking to be allowed to go on using one of the chemicals that destroy ozone. 

"It is the consumption of methyl bromide, an ozone-depleting substance, which unfortunately is still a matter of debate," said, Shafgat Kakahel, deputy executive director of the UN Environmental Program. "We are aware of the recent debate at the meetings of the parties and the applications by certain countries to exempt quantities of methyl bromide, for critical uses, from the 1 January 2005 total phase-out date. This has caused great controversy." 

Methyl bromide, used for fumigating soil and controlling pests, should be phased out completely by the beginning of 2005. 

But the protocol allows countries to use limited quantities of this chemical for "essential" or "critical" uses, for which no alternatives have yet been found. 

The group of industrialized countries wants to use about 15,000 tons of this chemical in 2005, and around the same amount again the following year. 

A decision on these exemptions is expected at this week's Prague meeting. 

Molina said it's causing scientists some concern: "We are worried about the situation with respect to methyl bromide. From the point of view [of] the science, which does show that it contributes to ozone depletion -- if we pursue the objective of restoring the ozone layer, then it is important that we limit the emissions of methyl bromide." 

Molina argued that it should be feasible to find alternatives to methyl bromide. After all, he said, this was harder to do with CFCs, but science and industry quickly developed alternatives.
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Financial Times

Rich countries to seek delay on chemical ban
By Fiona Harvey in London 
Published: November 23 2004 02:00 | Last updated: November 23 2004 02:00
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The world's richest nations including the US, Germany, Japan and the UK, are expected to press this week for a delay in phasing out an agricultural chemical they had been due to abolish by the end of the year.

	


Signatories of the 1987 Montreal Protocol, a landmark treaty designed to save the ozone layer, meet in Prague this week to review progress under the accord credited with abolishing rich countries' use of CFC gases for aerosols.

The chemical is used as a pesticide and is being phased out for key agricultural purposes, including the fumigation of soils and most pest control uses. However exemptions, such as pest control on some commodity crops, animal fodder and hides have left untouched a fifth of the world's consumption of methyl bromide. This exemption was due to expire by the end of the year.

But farmers in some parts of the developed world say alternatives to methyl bromide are ineffective and too expensive, so 17 governments from industrialised nations want to extend their deadline for phasing out methyl bromide to 2006 and beyond. Developing countries have until 2015 to phase it out.

Several US senators have asked the Bush administration to seek a renewed commitment to phasing out methyl bromide, suggesting there is a stockpile in the US that would be "contrary to our treaty obligations and the Clean Air Act".

The senators added: "To allow a small minority of interests to force a withdrawal from the protocol would cause severe damage to the reputation of the United States with respect to international environmental issues, and would render meaningless the substantial efforts and investments made by private actors to comply with the protocol."

If trends continue, the hole in the ozone layer could be repaired by mid-century, the UN says. It had shrunk by 20 per cent last year, scientists reported last month, but a longer-term perspective was needed to guard against natural variations.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Malaysia General News

November 20, 2004, Saturday

Headline: Adenan To Attend Un Conference Of Parties On Biodiversity Convention 

SOURCE: Environment

DATELINE: KUCHING, Nov 20, 2004

BODY:  Natural Resources and Environment Minister Datuk Seri Adenan Satem is leading a Malaysian delegation, as bureau chairman of the United Nations Conference of Parties (COP) on Biodiversity, to a three-day convention in Montreal which begins on Monday.

Adenan said the bureau's function was to ensure that decisions made by the COP were implemented besides reporting on the status of its resolutions and making recommendations for future meetings. 

"Thereafter I will proceed to Prague in the Czech Republic to attend a UN conference on the depletion of the ozone layer," he told reporters after hosting a Hari Raya luncheon for the media at his residence, 'Damai Jaya' in Santubong, about 37km from here, today.

He is also scheduled to lead another delegation on a 10-day visit to Australia to study mining and environmental practices as well as meet his counterparts in Canberra and other Australian states.

Meanwhile, he said that the Swinburne University Sarawak campus here, which was established four years ago, would be expanded with more buildings and other facilities as its student population had increased.

Adenan, who was recently appointed the new chairman of the Swinburne University Council Sarawak by its pro chancellor, Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud, said that the council's role was to formulate policies for the university and chart its future operations in the state.

With a present student population of 700, he said that a bigger intake was expected in years to come now that it had been accorded university status.
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The International Herald Tribune

November 22, 2004 Monday

HEADLINE: Don't blame environmental decay for the next war ;Roots of conflict

DATELINE: OSLO

BODY:

When Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan known for her work in human rights and environmental conservation, including efforts to fight deforestation, won the Nobel Peace Prize last month, many took note that the Nobel Committee had evidently expanded its notion of "peace." "Peace on earth depends on our ability to secure our living environment," it proclaimed, seeming to embrace an extended concept of peace as "human security."

More probably, the committee intended to highlight scarcity of renewable natural resources as an important cause of war. Their statement, it is true, didn't deal with that issue directly, but Maathai herself said that "the environment is very important in the aspects of peace because when we destroy our resources and our resources become scarce, we fight over that" -- an idea that was widely endorsed in news coverage of her award. 

In fact, speculation about "water wars" and other apocalyptic scenarios lacks solid foundation. Some studies find a relationship between low-level conflict and scarcity of resources like arable land, forests and fresh water, but others do not. In any case, this link is trumped by poverty, political instability and a region's history of conflict. Researchers haven't closed the book on the question, but the most dramatic scenarios can be dismissed.

The lack of fresh water has been suggested as a particularly important factor in conflict. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the former United Nations secretary general, is one of many officials who predicted in the early 1990s that "the next war will be over water." Since then, we have witnessed major wars in Afghanistan, Congo, Iraq and elsewhere with no obvious link to water shortages.

Scarcity of fresh water is one of the world's major health problems and constrains economic development in many parts of the world. But that is not a "water war" unless we radically redefine our concepts of war and peace. Countries that share a river appear to have a slightly higher probability of low-level conflict over and beyond the simple fact of being neighbors. Such countries also seem to cooperate more. There are hundreds of international agreements regulating the use of shared water resources, but one is hard put to name a single case where a conflict over water led to large-scale violence.

What about scarcity of land? Population growth, deforestation, soil erosion and migration can increase pressure on arable land. If such conflicts follow ethnic or religious lines, they may lead to local conflict. However, the probability that such conflicts will escalate to major violence is low.

Population pressure and scarce land resources were for a while standard explanations in the media for the civil war and the subsequent genocide in Rwanda in 1994. Today this conflict tends to be interpreted as more of a traditional ethnic power struggle. Statistical studies of civil war also indicate that countries with high population density or high population growth are no more prone to civil war. Some even argue that population growth stimulates economic growth and thus indirectly reduces the risk of civil war.

Recently, attention has to some extent turned away from resource scarcity and toward the problems faced by countries endowed with abundant natural resources. In Sierra Leone and Angola, rebels have financed their operations by dealing in "blood diamonds," and in Colombia and Afghanistan drugs have played a similar role.

Once again, though, we should be wary of premature generalization. In Botswana, diamonds have created the economic basis for the closest thing we find in sub-Saharan Africa to a democratic welfare state. The impact of the so-called "curse of natural resources" is itself highly dependent on economic and political factors, as well as the nature of the neighborhood.

Environmental destruction and scarcity of renewable resources can present a danger to life and livelihood in many third-world countries. But these hazards are not primarily linked to a danger of war. Exaggerating the security aspects of environmental decay hardly helps our efforts to overcome the negative effects of resource scarcity.

Wangari Maathai and the Green Belt Movement have done pioneering work for environmental conservation in Kenya. But her work for democracy and human rights may well be seen as a more substantial contribution to peace than her tree-planting.

***

Nils Petter Gleditsch and Henrik Urdal are political scientists with the Center for the Study of Civil War at the International Peace Research Institute in Oslo.

[Not to be reproduced without the permission of the authors.]
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UN or UNEP in the news

Afghanistan's snow leopard under threat from big game hunters 
Monday November 22, 2004 (1213 PST) - KABUL, November 23 (Online): Rare snow leopards and mountain sheep are at risk from American and European big game hunters willing to pay $40,000 (£21,000) for the chance to shoot in one of the remotest corners of Afghanistan.
 …Conservationists say a hunting ban must continue and the area given protected status as a national park to protect the fragile Alpine wilderness. It was "rediscovered" only in 2002, when the British conservationist Anthony Fitzherbert led the first expedition to study the Wakhan's wildlife since the late 1970s. The team, sponsored by the UN Environment Programme (Unep), discovered thriving populations of Marco Polo sheep, Siberian ibexes, snow leopards, lynxes and brown bears. 
Conservationists hope to create an international peace park, extending across the artificial boundaries of Tajikistan, Afghanistan, China and Pakistan. The Wakhan, a land of peaks over 20,000ft, glaciers, perpetual snow and thin pastures, is a product of 19th-century big power politics: in the 1890s Britain forced Afghanistan to accept the long finger of territory, pointing towards China, as a neutral buffer zone between the British and Russian empires. 
http://paktribune.com/news/index.php?id=84315 

General Environment News

CONSERVATIONISTS: Dugong proposal branded a danger 
The Nation (Thailand), Kamol Sukin/Saowalak Pumyaem) Published on November 23, 2004 - Enlisting help of local fishermen is the best method, govt warned 
A Thai ministry has proposed setting up an Asian network to protect the highly-endangered dugong, with Thailand as the centre – but almost immediately the idea has been criticised as the wrong approach. 
Local environmentalists, who are the key to any dugong conservation project, believe there are better ways to protect the creature, Phisit na Phattalung of the Yard Fon Foundation said yesterday. 
…“Dugongs are in a critical condition, with only a few hundred left in the region. Tackling the problem from the wrong angle would only put the species at risk,” he said. 
If the government is serious about dugong conservation it should focus on local fishermen along the coasts of Thailand as they can play a significant role in ensuring dugongs have sufficient food (sea grass) by helping to preserve the coastal ecosystem, Phisit said. 
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2004/11/23/headlines/index.php?news=headlines_15519262.html 

EDITORIAL: Global warming in Asia
The Nation (Thailand) - Published on Nov 22, 2004 - The heat is literally on, and climate change could wreak havoc with basic subsistence patterns across the continent
One cannot fail to notice a change in the weather pattern. For Thailand, a hotter climate has persisted over the past several years. The rainy season has become less consistent. 
This year, for instance, the rainy months were clearly shorter, and drought is starting to wreak havoc with crops now rather than in March or April, as was previously the case. In this part of the world, climatic conditions are vital to sustaining the livelihood of billions of people. From South Asia to China to Indonesia most of the population lives off the land, many on a subsistence basis. Countries like Thailand may be industrialising and branching out to become service-based economies; as a society we may debate incentives for promoting investments; but at the end of the day the livelihood of the majority of people remains closely linked to the weather, to the soil, to water and those environmental conditions that hold the country’s social, economic and political life together.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/search/page.arcview.php?clid=11&id=109116&usrsess= 

also in China Daily:
Change in climate: http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2004-11/23/content_393959.htm 

Tibet Justice Center Holds Roundtable Discussion at the IUCN
Phayul, Tibet, 22 November 2004 Dharamsala, November 22 - Tibet Justice Center, a non-governmental organisation based in the US, held a roundtable discussion, 'water for human development' Friday at the third International Union for Conservation of Nature (now called World Conservation Congress) in Bangkok, Thailand. The roundtable, attended by an audience from eleven countries, including five from south and east Asia, examined a broad range of issues, from transboundary and local participatory water governance, to water privatisation and accountability, and their linkages with human well being and ethics.
http://www.phayul.com/news/article.aspx?id=8271 

Half of world's coral reefs threatened
Onlypunjab.com (press release), India - Publish Date : 11/22/2004 12:36:00 PM   
Source : Thailand-Environment-Coral
More than half the world's coral reefs are threatened by human pressure and weather change, conservationists warn.
Experts at the Nov 17-25 3rd World Conservation Conference here said that the threat posed to nearly 58 percent of the world's reefs also endangered the lives and livelihood of more than a billion people, reports Xinhua.
http://www.onlypunjab.com/fullstory1104-insight-Half+of+world+coral+reefs+threatened-status-29-newsID-3395.html 

Dhaka loses right to vote at IUCN meet
The Daily Star, Bangladesh - Nov 21, 2004
... votes as state member in yesterday's election to elect a 32-member executive council of the World Conservation Union (IUCN) at its third congress in Bangkok. ...
http://www.thedailystar.net/2004/11/22/d41122011414.htm 
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UNEP/UN in the news

UN says Kyoto Protocol could avert worst climatic disaster
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - A senior UN official said here Thursday that the coming into force of the Kyoto Protocol could avert the nightmare scenario of a seven-meter rise in sea levels and other negative climatic effects generated by changes in climate. UN Environmental Programme's Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said this in his welcoming remarks to the beginning of the countdown to the implementation of the anti-gas emission treaty billed to avert a major climatic crisis. United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan on Thursday Welcomed Russia's ratification of the Kyoto Protocol and urged industrialized nations that had not endorsed the treaty to do so in order to protect the environment. "Without controlling the climatic change, I don't think we stand a chance of achieving the Millennium Development Goals and arresting the environmental degradation," Annan said. Early last week, scientists warned that the planet earth risks some of its worst climatic disasters due to the increasing emission of greenhouse gases into the ozone layer. "This is indeed a historic occasion. Not just for the countries that have ratified the Protocol, but for the whole world," Annan said as he received the ratification instruments from the Russian Permanent Representative to the UN, Andrey Denisov, in Nairobi. "We need to intensify our efforts to reduce the greenhouse gas emissions and I hope even countries which have not joined yet will make efforts in that direction," Annan added. The Protocol comes into force in the next 90 days, Annan told a news conference on the sidelines of the two-day UN Security Council meeting in Nairobi. "Kyoto protocol is a welcome step, but only a first step. We need now to think beyond Kyoto. We need to make fighting climatic change part of a broad church in which all facets of society are brought on board," Toepfer said during the brief handing over ceremony witnessed by Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni and the 2004 Nobel Peace Laureate, Wangari Maathai of Kenya. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng063291&dte=18/11/2004
Russia ratifies Kyoto Protocol set for enforcement

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - The 90-day countdown to entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol began Thursday, as Russia deposited its instrument of ratification with the UN Secretary-General, according to release by the Climate Change Secretariat in Bonn, Germany. The Protocol, the release indicated, would become legally binding on its 128 Parties on 16 February 2005. "A period of uncertainty has closed. Climate change is ready to take its place again at the top of the global agenda," said Joke Waller-Hunter, executive secretary of the Climate Change Secretariat, which services the UN Climate Change Convention and its Kyoto Protocol. "Next month's ministerial conference in Buenos Aires will provide the next major opportunity for governments, businesses and civil society to promote the innovative new policies and technologies that will create the climate-friendly economy of the future," Waller-Hunter said. When the Protocol enters entry into force, some 30 industrialized countries would be legally bound to meet quantitative targets for reducing or limiting their greenhouse gas emissions, the release explained. It said the international carbon trading market will become a legal and practical reality, noting that the Protocol's "emissions trading" regime enables industrialized countries to buy and sell emissions credits amongst themselves. "This market-based approach will improve the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of emissions cuts," it affirmed. Also anticipated with the coming into force of the Protocol is the evolution of the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) from an early implementation phase to full operations. The CDM, the release indicated, will encourage investments in developing- country projects that limit emissions while promoting sustainable development. Also as a consequence of its coming into force, the Protocol's Adaptation Fund which was established in 2001 will start preparing to help developing countries cope with the negative effects of climate change. Under the Kyoto Protocol, industrialized countries are to reduce their combined emissions of six major greenhouse gases during the five-year period 2008-2012 to below 1990 levels. The 10th Session of the Conference of the Parties to the Climate Change Convention will be held in Buenos Aires from 6 to 17 December 2004. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng063219&dte=18/11/2004
General Environment News

Pollution from Benin industries reaches disturbing levels
Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - Solid and liquid waste from Benin industries are mostly dumped into the sea, lagoons and into the atmosphere. They come mainly from a few processing and manufacturing companies, including the national company for fatty substances (SONICAS), the Benin brewery (La Béninoise), the paint and colorants company (SOBEPEC) and textile industry, according to a study of Ministry of Environment. According to a survey carried out in Cotonou by the ministry, these industries produce several types of waste, including the gaseous by-products of carbon and liquid hydrocarbons, detergents, aerosols, fluoride, coloring agents, plastic and solid particles. The authorities at the public health ministry maintain that no study has yet been conducted "to assess the volume of solid and liquid waste produced by industries in Benin." However, an investigation conducted on industrial units revealed that wastewater was not always recycled. Likewise, projects for the evacuation of wastewater into the sea and lagoons are poorly maintained. "In Benin, despite the relatively low industrialization level, atmospheric waste, pollution and the poisoning of streams and plants by residual water from factories are reaching worrying levels," said a source at the Environment ministry. However, Benin gas enacted a law on the environment according to which "no one can dump waste in a place other than elimination or storage point or an approved waste reprocessing plant.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng063733&dte=22/11/2004
Desertification affects 40% of Uganda
Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - Desertification represents a threat to Uganda with over 40% of the country already experiencing drought conditions, according to environmental and agricultural science experts. The experts called for urgent steps to stop the desertification process, saying drought affected 84,000 square kilometers in the cattle corridor from the north-east to the south-west Ugandan regions. Animal husbandry minister Mary Mugyenyi said seven million people, mostly pastoralists, were vulnerable as declining land productivity was increasing food insecurity, ruining economic opportunities and increasing poverty. Mugyenyi said this in Kampala during the opening of a stakeholders' workshop of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification. Meanwhile, the scientists said Uganda was losing the equivalent of over US$400 million annually due to soil erosion.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng063501&dte=20/11/2004
Lead Poison Scare for City Kids
Cape Argus (Cape Town): Cape Town children, especially those in poorer areas, show alarmingly high levels of lead in their blood that could lead to a reduced IQ, hyperactivity, hearing loss and delayed puberty. That's the finding of a Medical Research Council (MRC) research group, which identified nearly a third of children in Woodstock and Mitchell's Plain with blood lead levels at the danger end of the international scale of acceptability. And even that level - 10 micrograms per deciliter - is being challenged by scientists who have found in recent studies that IQ reduction can result in cases of blood lead levels as low at three micrograms per deciliter of blood. "Even if we take a more conservative figure of five micrograms, we see that we have a huge problem among South African children as a whole," said Angela Mathee, the MRC's health and development research group's director. They examined the concentrations of lead in the blood of Grade 1 pupils in a cross-section of schools in remote rural towns, a lead mining town, a medium-sized city, and in Johannesburg and Cape Town, according to the MRC's annual report for 2004. Although the report said blood lead levels are expected to decline as 2006 approached, when parliament has phased out the use of leaded petrol in South Africa, Mathee said the problem ran deeper considering the old housing, with layers of old paint, in which many poor South Africans lived. Currently, 70% of petrol sold in South Africa is leaded petrol. In addition, Mathee warned that a small sample of locally sold paint, both well-known and lesser-known brands, showed continued widespread use of lead - especially in orange, yellow and red enamel paints. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411220991.html
Sweden helps Cape Verde to combat sea pollution
Praia, Cape Verde (PANA) - Sweden will provide 219,000 Euro to finance a project aimed at safeguarding human lives at sea and marine environment in Cape Verde, informed sources told PANA in Praia. The project, envisaged under a bilateral agreement signed by the government in Praia and Stockholm, is part of a vast programme to improve security in the archipelago's territorial waters and port. According to the director general of the Cape Verde Marine and ports, Zeferino Fortes, the main objective of the project is to give Cape Verde a national maritime search and rescue plan and another plan aimed at fighting marine pollution. He said that the two plans must be executed and recognized by the International Maritime Organization (IMO). Within the next three years, the project will enable Cape Verde to complete the implementation of the necessary measures for the recognition of the archipelago's search and rescue agreements by IMO and increase co-operation in the fight against pollution and the ISPS code on security at the country's ports. It also seeks to develop the required competence to enable port workers handle dangerous substances and fight against fires. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng063481&dte=20/11/2004
Mauritius moves against non-biodegradable wastes
Port Louis, Mauritius (PANA) - Mauritian environment minister Rajesh Bhagwan has decided to take action against factories that ignore regulations on the production of plastic sacs, saying that environmental police will pay regular visits to such firms. Speaking on Friday, Bhagwan said that he had noticed that producers were not assuming their responsibilities concerning the degradation of these sacs, adding that the island nation's inhabitants utilized 300 million plastic sacs annually. "After utilization, these sacs are thrown in dustbins, streams, lagoons and everywhere in the country," the minister regretted. He affirmed that industrialists will henceforth be required to submit monthly reports to the environmental police on the raw materials and other products they used in the production of sacs. He indicated that steps had also been taken to ensure close supervision of imported plastic bags by the customs department. However, according to Bagwan, the best way of reducing wastes is to reduce their production to the minimum at source and to re- utilize them as many times before throwing and recycling them. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng063421&dte=19/11/2004
MET Launches Environment Video

New Era (Windhoek): THE Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) has produced a documentary video that will be used to raise awareness among Namibians on the environment. The documentary will also serve as reference material in time and space for the government on future environmental assessments. Entitled "Namibia's Environment: A Measure of change", the documentary uses characters to tell a story about environmental change in the country. Namibia has not been spared by environmental change, with the most affected being the 60 percent of the country's population that lives in rural areas and depends solely on natural resources for their livelihoods. In a speech made by permanent secretary of MET Dr Malan Lindeque at the official premiere of the video documentary last week, the PS said rural folks were affected by land degradation, climate change, settlement patterns and other subtle degradation of ecosystems. Being one of the driest countries in sub-Saharan Africa, Namibia has little available surface water as well as limited arable land. Apart from a growing population, which has increased the demand for food, shelter and income, health and education services, the natural resource base is declining. The documentary, said the PS, was a way of relaying information about environmental issues to every Namibian for the nation to understand how, why and where the environment is changing. http://allafrica.com/stories/200411220981.html
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Annan arrives in Egypt ahead of international conference on Iraq

22 November - United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan arrived Monday in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, to attend the International Conference on Iraq, which opens tomorrow.

After meeting this evening with his senior advisers - Lakhdar Brahimi, Terje Roed-Larsen, the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process; and Ashraf Qazi, his Special Representative for Iraq – the Secretary-General will attend an official dinner hosted by Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Abou Gheit. Mr. Annan is also scheduled to hold talks tomorrow evening with the other members of the Middle East Quartet – the European Union, Russian Federation and United States - which has sponsored the Road Map peace plan calling for two states, Israel and Palestine, living side by side in peace by 2005.

The Secretary-General travelled to Egypt from Tanzania, where on Saturday, he praised the final document put out by the International Conference on Peace, Security, Democracy and Development in the Great Lakes Region as the product of compromise and dialogue.

"No one has got everything they wanted from this process. But everyone has got what they need: a real chance for peace, stability, democracy and development in a vast region - a region that is home to millions upon millions of people who deserve a better future," he told the assembled Heads of State and government.

Kofi Annan

Speaking to reporters at a press conference afterward, Mr. Annan said, "Today, at last, we can glimpse a better future on the horizon." The real test, he added, starts now, as leaders design the framework for implementing their commitments.

UN says situation in Côte d'Ivoire remains unpredictable,

refugee supplies run short
22 November - The situation in Côte d'Ivoire is calm but remains unpredictable almost three weeks after

renewed violence erupted when Government forces violated a nearly two-year-old ceasefire agreement with an attack on rebels in the north, the United Nation mission in the West African country reported today. Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Albert Tévoédjrè met with Prime Minister Seydou Diarra today who returned from Pretoria from talks with South Africa President Thabo Mbeki. Mr. Mbeki also met with Guillaume Soro, Secretary General of the rebel Forces Nouvelles as part of the efforts to resolve the crisis.

The new Ivorian Joint Chief of Staff, Philippe Mangou, met with UN military personnel over the weekend and reiterated the Government's pledge to restore confidence by providing security and protection for all communities after a wave of anti- French violence and ethnic clashes led to the flight of thousands of refugees and foreigners. The latest crisis began 4 November when Government forces bombed rebel positions in the UN-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants. Two days later Government forces bombed French peacekeepers there, killing nine, and French troops destroyed the Government's air force in retaliation, leading to widespread rioting, looting and

harassment of foreigners. More than 10,000 Ivorians, mostly women and children, fled into neighbouring Liberia, itself struggling to recover after 14 years of vicious civil war, and thousands of foreigners were air-lifted out of Abidjan, the country's largest city. Community outreach activities by UN civilian police have now resumed, with teams fanning out into the villages countrywide to promote dialogue and reconciliation. The UN Operation in Côte d'Ivoire (UNOCI), set up in April to monitor the ceasefire and help implement peace accords between the Government and rebels signed in January 2003, also reported that economic activities were brisker in Yamoussoukro, the capital, due to the relative calm.

Meanwhile in Liberia, host families are accommodating up to nine or 10 refugees from Côte d'Ivoire in each house, and food is now in very short supply, the UN refugee agency said. Even before the influx of refugees, there was little available for the local population in the war-torn country.

To remedy the situation, UN agencies and the Liberian Government have agreed that food distribution will now target the population of the host community as well as the new arrivals, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said.Helicopters of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) are flying over the area to airlift consignments of emergency relief along the border.

Albert Tévoédjrè

Security situation in Haiti has deteriorated with proliferation of

illegal arms - UN

22 November - The security situation in Haiti has deteriorated over the past three months with a

surge of violence, underlining the need to remove all illegal weapons from the streets, United

Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in his latest report on the impoverished Caribbean

country. "I appeal to all armed groups to break this cycle of violence in order not to endanger further the

transition process under way," Mr. Annan says in the report on the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti

(MINUSTAH), set up in April to help foster a democratic political solution after widespread unrest led to the departure of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide the previous month.

He urges the Security Council to extend the Mission's mandate for a further 18 months, until 31 May 2006, in view of the timeline established for a series of elections culminating with the transfer of power to an elected president on 7 February that year.

Mr. Annan stresses the need for an inclusive political process to go hand in hand with an improvement in the security situation. "Without a parallel political process which involves all segments of society, not sustainable peace and security will be achieved," he writes.

And he emphasizes the need to underwrite the transition with a job creation programme. "A political process without job creation or longer-term development is not credible for a population which has been living in severe poverty for such a long time," he says.

"MINUSTAH remains committed to mobilizing resources for projects which make an immediate difference in the lives of the people," he adds.

Mr. Annan regrets that the disbursement of donor funds gas been slow in coming, due in part to the increased instability in Haiti.

Latest figures show that more than two thirds of MINUSTAH's authorized strength of 6,700 soldiers and 1,622 civil police are already on the ground.

UN sends kilometre-long food convoy across Sahara for Darfur refugees in Chad

22 November - For the first time, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) is sending

United States food assistance through Libya along a 2,800-kilometre-long humanitarian corridor

across the Sahara desert to reach nearly 200,000 Sudanese refugees in eastern Chad.

"This is by far the biggest WFP shipment through Libya to Chad," WFP Deputy Regional Director

for the Middle East Mohamed Diab told a news conference today in the Libyan city of Al Kufra on

the edge of the Sahara. "A one kilometre-long convoy of trucks is an impressive sight, and we are

very grateful to the Libyan authorities for allowing us to use this corridor."

"The human tragedy unfolding in Darfur and eastern Chad over the past several months has compelled us to respond," Tony Hall, the US Ambassador to the UN Agencies for Food and Agriculture, said of the conflict in Sudan’s vast western region where about 1.7 million people have been displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after rebel groups took up arms last year in demand for a greater share of economic resources.

"This donation will go a substantial way to relieving the suffering of the thousands of people who have been forced not only out of their homes, but out of their country,” Mr. Hall added.

The Libyan Government and WFP reached a landmark agreement in August on the corridor, an ancient trading route, guaranteeing safe passage of food aid and other humanitarian supplies through Libya to Chad by air, water and road. Although the rainy season in Chad is over, limited infrastructure and insecurity in one of the remotest regions in the world have made it hard for WFP to move large amounts of food by road to the refugee camps. The corridor through Libya is a vital link for WFP to dramatically increase the amount it can deliver at a substantially reduced cost.

Donated by the US Government, the food includes sorghum, cornmeal, lentils, vegetable oil and corn-soya blend, allowing WFP to provide the 200,000 refugees with almost all the commodities needed for their daily diet over a two-month period. Its arrival is particularly welcome because conflict in eastern Chad between refugees and the local population has intensified recently. Although Chadians have shown a remarkable willingness to share what they have with the refugees, fights over access to scarce resources such as water and firewood have resulted in deaths. WFP has so far received just over $50 million of the $71 million needed for its operations in east Chad until February, leaving a shortfall of just under 30 per cent.

Continuing Central Africa peace mission, Security Council visits

DR of Congo

22 November - The United Nations Security Council, fresh from a rare session in Kenya to speed up efforts to resolve civil wars in Sudan, today visited the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), another conflict-riven country where the world body is seeking to bring peace and stability.

In a press statement after a meeting with DRC President Joseph Kabila, the leader of the Council's mission, France's UN Ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablière, noted the importance that elections are held as planned in the vast country, where the UN has a large peace-keeping force.

The mission began Sunday with a visit to the Rwandan capital, Kigali, and a meeting with President Paul Kagame. Mr. de La Sablière said that among the many issues discussed were cooperation in the Great Lakes region and the verification mechanism that was set up between the countries to mitigate cross-border tensions. They also discussed the situation in the DRC, where ethnic hostilities have spilled across the common border, and the question of disarmament and repatriation of the various forces there.

Tomorrow, the Council travels to neighbouring Burundi where the UN launched a new peacekeeping operation earlier thisyear.

Security Council authorizes EU-led stabilization force in Bosnia and Herzegovina

22 November - The United Nations Security Council today unanimously authorized the establishment

of a European-led multinational stabilization force in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The new force, to be known as EUFOR, will be formed by countries acting through or in cooperation

with the European Union (EU) and will succeed the current operation of the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO) next month. The NATO forces, known as SFOR, will conclude their operations by the end of the year but will maintain a headquarters in the capital, Sarajevo, to continue helping with the implementation of the Dayton peace accords, which formally ended fighting in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1995. EUFOR was given an initial 12-month mandate, and the Council said that depending on the circumstances, it may consider an extension.

The Council also stressed the need to continue efforts for comprehensive and coordinated return of refugees and displaced persons throughout the region.

Despite progress much remains to be done to bring peace to Burundi - UN

22 November - Despite recent steady progress in the peace process, major political and social tensions

remain in Burundi as it tries to emerge from a decade of civil war, human rights violations are a cause of

great concern and a strong international donor response is vital, according to a new United Nations report

released today. In it, Secretary-General Kofi Annan urges the Security Council to renew for another six months, until 31 May 2005, the UN Operation in Burundi (ONUB) set up in May to help cement a multi-party, powersharing government and pave the way to peace in the small Central African nation torn asunder by ethnic conflicts between Hutus and Tutsis.

He cites a litany of alleged human rights abuses by all parties including "extrajudicial execution and disappearance, excessive use of force, sexual violence, torture and ill-treatment of detainees, arbitrary and illegal arrest, extortion, intimidation and looting of property."

"I remain very concerned about the extent of human rights violations," he adds. "The culture of impunity, which has contributed to the nature of the conflict in the country, must be addressed decisively."

But he also notes the "breakthrough decision" by the majority of parties in the country of some 6 million people to extend the transitional period to allow for further preparations for delayed elections, averting a constitutional crisis. "However, much more remains to be done by the Burundian stakeholders to advance the major objectives of the transition," he cautions, calling for speedy disarmament and demobilization of armed groups, a process that has yet to begin owing to "a lack of agreement on several outstanding issues." For example, the Government's Burundian Armed Forces (FAB) continue to resist confinement to barracks as required by the Arusha accords of 2000, citing the continuing threat posed by the Front National de Libération (FNL), which did not sign the pact.

Mr. Annan notes that frequent clashes continue between FAB and rebel group signatories on the one hand and the FNL on the other in the three northwestern provinces of Bujumbura Rural, Citiboke and Bubanza, although the military situation remains stable elsewhere.

He adds that although there is still no clear evidence who organized the August massacre of 152 Congolese Tutsi refugees in Gatumba near the border with the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), UN investigators believe the FNL, which claimed responsibility, did indeed partic ipate in the attack.

Mr. Annan also cites a continuing rise in crime characterized by indiscriminate and opportunistic incidents as well as by reports of sexual and gender-based violence, including rape of minors.

"A strong donor response to humanitarian and other pressing appeals would help stabilize communities and the country as a whole at a time of increased returns of refugees and internally displaced persons, the beginning of the disarmament and integration of the armed forces leading to the elections," he adds.

"So far, the disbursement of pledged support has been slow in Burundi, and I strongly call on all donors to act decisively."As of 5 November, ONUB's military strength stood at 5,526 of the overall authorized strength of 5,650.

UN agency to look into allegations of forced labour in Myanmar

22 November - The governing body of the United Nations International Labour Organization (ILO) has

decided to send a high-level mission to Myanmar to look into allegations of the use of forced labour in that country.

Concluding its 291st session last Friday in Geneva, the ILO board issued a statement saying it was

necessary to send a mission to Myanmar because there had been "changes in the Government." It noted that the officials who were involved in negotiations with the ILO on the issue of forced labour were "no longer in their jobs." The ILO said it believes that the mission's finding will make it easier for the governing body to draw a final conclusion on the issue of forced labour when it meets next year in March. "There are several outstanding questions relating to the allegations of forced labour, which the ILO liaison office has transmitted to the authorities," said the statement. "The governing body considered that the response to particularly worrying cases will demonstrate the extent of the current government's will to solve these matters."The statement indicates that after making its judgment on the issue of forced labour, the ILO will ask its member nations to review their economic and other relations with Myanmar.

Meanwhile, considering a report issued by an ILO commission of inquiry, the governing body concluded that the trade union movement in Belarus "has been and continues to be the subject of significant interference on the part of Government authorities."

The commission recommended immediate restoration of trade union organizations involved in the complaint and the elimination of all obstacles to the right to organize. It set 1 June 2005 as deadline for compliance with most of the recommendations.

Considering a report by its Committee on Freedom of Association, the ILO strongly urged the Columbian Government to take necessary steps to eliminate violence against trade union leaders. The Committee said last year it received complaints about 42 murders, 17 death threats, three abductions and 11 arrests.

On the question of the right to organize for public servants in the Republic of Korea, the Committee urged the authorities there to ensure that all public servants fully enjoy the right to establish and join trade unions.

14 elected to UN war crimes tribunal for former Yugoslavia

22 November - After seven rounds of voting, the General Assembly has elected 14 judges to serve on the

United Nations war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia through 2009.

Among the 13 judges on the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) winning reelection last Friday were the court’s President, Theodor Meron of the United States, and its Vice-President, Fausto Pocar of Italy. Presiding Judges Patrick Lipton Robinson of Jamaica, Carmel A. Agius of Malta and Liu Daqun of China were also given new four-year terms, which will begin on 17 November 2005 and expire in 2009. The other re-elected judges were Jean-Claude Antonetti of France, Iain Bonomy of the United Kingdom, O-gon Kwon of the Republic of Korea, Alphonsus Martinus Maria Orie of the Netherlands, Kevin Horace Parker of Australia, Wolfgang Schomburg of Germany, Mohamed Shahabuddeen of Guyana and Christine Van den Wyngaert of Belgium, who had been

serving as an ad litem judge. Bakone Melema Moloto of South Africa was the only new judge elected to the UN court. The Tribunal was established by the Security Council in early 1993 to prosecute those responsible for serious violations of international humanitarian law committed in the territory of the former Yugoslavia since 1991. It was the first world court established by the UN for the prosecution of war crimes.

UN providing emergency supplies to quake victims in Indonesia

22 November - The United Nations relief coordination office is providing $26,000 worth of emergency supplies to some 500 families affected by the recent earthquake in Alor, Indonesia.

Funding for the kits - which consist of cooking utensils, tableware, items for hygiene and sleeping-ware needed by families living in temporary camps - came from the Government of Denmark.

"We express our sincere condolences towards the victims of the earthquake in Alor. We hope that the assistance will contribute towards alleviating the suffering for the survivors," said Michael Elmquist, chief of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Indonesia.

UN agency urges increased aid for West Africa to safeguard fragile peace process

22 November - Warning that the absence of headline-grabbing battles now risked pushing three West African countries under the humanitarian radar and undermining nascent peace efforts, the United Nations emergency feeding agency has called on the world community to bolster support for one million people struggling to emerge from the devastation of war.

“For the situation to remain stable in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, the world must commit to helping

people reconstruct a normal life,” World Food Programme (WFP) Senior Deputy Executive Director Jacques Graisse told a weekend conference in Freetown, the Sierra Leonean capital.

The conference, sponsored by the Italian Government, brought together representatives of African nations, UN agencies, non-government organizations (NGOs) and the donor community to review the region’s humanitarian needs.

“The steps towards peace are both impressive and inspiring,” Mr. Graisse said. “But unless the most basic needs of food, shelter and income are met, stability cannot take root.”

WFP has been assisting some 900,000 people in all three countries where social and economic infrastructures as well as agriculture have been ravaged by war. The agency is also deeply concerned about the current unrest in Côte d’Ivoire and its potential regional impact. In January, WFP will launch a two-year $155-million programme. To date donors have contributed $61.3 million towards the agency’s $81.6 million West Africa operation for 2004.

“The humanitarian needs in these countries are immense,” Mr. Graisse said. “With all the crises in the world today, it is easy to overlook Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, where headline-grabbing conflict has ended. But this would be exactly the wrong time to neglect this sub-region. It is up to the world community to secure this peace.”

HIV/AIDS is expected to slash African labour force by 9 per cent by 2010 – UN

22 November - By 2010 sub-Saharan Africa’s total labour force is expected to shrink by 9 per cent due to HIV/AIDS, with losses topping 20 per cent in the worst affected countries, a United Nations-organized

workshop has been told. By 2015 these losses could reach up to 12 per cent overall, reducing the labour supply by as much 30 per cent to 40 per cent in the highest prevalence countries.

Over 100 hundred representatives from the public and private sectors attended the two-day policy dialogue last week in Accra, capital of Ghana, organized by the UN Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa (CHGA) in collaboration with ILO-AIDS, part of the UN International Labour Organization, to offer policy makers recommendations to reduce the impact of the pandemic on the continent’s labour force.

Workshop participants called for greater collaboration between the public and private sectors and emphasized the need for leadership from all major sectors of industry. The issue of access to treatment and care was also one of the key points of the discussions between representatives of the private and public sectors. CHGA is a UN system-wide initiative, involving partnerships with a number of UN agencies as well as leading institutions in Africa and internationally on aspects of research, policy and implementation.

UN opens workshop on increasing investment flows to Africa

22 November - With the harmonization of data related to foreign direct investment (FDI) seen as crucial to increasing such flows to and between African countries, a United Nations-sponsored workshop to help the continent’s specialists strengthen management capability is under way in Ethiopia.

The workshop is sponsored by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and Germany’s InWEnt Capacity Building International so that African countries may more effectively collect and analyze FDI-related information, and better target their economic policies. “Strategic dialogue and interaction between the policy makers in most countries of the region on FDI has also been virtually absent,” an UNCTAD representative told the gathering in Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian capital. “As a result, African countries are not able to rapidly respond to the changing global investment environment.” Africa exported $1.3 billion of FDI in 2003, proportionately about a tenth of total FDI inflows to the region. In the absence of accurate and reliable information, national investment policies continue to focus mostly on non-African sources of FDI.

But as Africa’s economies grow and regional integration improves, opportunities are increasing for intra-African FDI to increase.

Countries participating include Burundi, Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia.

UN union leaders in Geneva voice 'full confidence' in Secretary- General

22 November - The leaders of the 4,000-strong United Nations union in Geneva today voiced their "full confidence" in Secretary-General Kofi Annan after counterparts in New York raised concerns over UN senior management. A statement issued after an extraordinary meeting of the Executive Bureau of the Staff Coordinating Council in Geneva expressed alarm at the media's incorrect interpretation of the New York Staff Union's position last week concerning the issue of integrity and accountability related to recent incidents involving senior officials. The Council also expressed its "full confidence in and support of the Secretary-General." Asked whether the Secretary-General would resign following last Friday's Staff Council resolution expressing dissatisfaction with senior management, Mr. Annan's spokesman, Fred Eckhard, said, "Let's not get ridiculous," adding that a resignation was "out of the question."

The Secretary-General, he said, is the chief executive officer of the United Nations and will have to deal with complaints about management. "Does the buck stop with him? Of course it does," Mr. Eckhard said, but the Secretary-General will not resign.

Responding to questions at the daily press briefing about the Friday vote, Mr. Eckhard said that it had been misreported by some media. The draft resolution had said that the Staff Council wanted to draw the Secretary-General's and General Assembly's attention to their lack of confidence in management, not that they lacked confidence in the Secretary-General. Furthermore, the spokesman said, the resolution that was adopted deleted all of that language, and the President of the Staff Council, Rosemarie Waters, later told a television crew that she had the utmost confidence in the Secretary-General. Today's

statement from the Geneva staff offered a similar sentiment, he noted. Asked whether the resolution had been watered down because of pressure from UN management, the spokesman said that allegation was false. Chef de Cabinet Iqbal Riza spoke to Ms. Waters on Friday about discussing the Staff Council's

grievances, and there was no pressure on her to change the resolution. Asked whether Mr. Riza would meet with the Staff Council this week, Mr. Eckhard said that management would provide

people to meet with the Council if they wanted a meeting this week. He noted that Under-Secretary-General for Management, Catherine Bertini, would not be available this week.

General Assembly legal committee opts for further discussions on human cloning

22 November - Bypassing a divisive vote on the question of an international convention on human cloning, the United Nations General Assembly's legal committee has decided to take up the issue next year in the form of a declaration that would lack the legal force of a treaty.

Last Friday, the Assembly's Sixth Committee endorsed a draft resolution containing a declaration on human cloning, which will form the basis of discussions in a working group scheduled to meet on 14, 15 and 18 February 2005. Introduced by Italy, the resolution calls on Member States to adopt and implement national legislation banning attempts to create human life through cloning and ensure respect for human life in the application of science, particularly by barring the

exploitation of women. The text also calls on countries to prohibit genetic engineering techniques contrary to human dignity. After the resolution was adopted, Committee Chairman Mohamed Bennouna of Morocco describe the issue of cloning as a "highly charged one," saying that it would have been "damaging for the Committee to not come together on an issue with such grave consequence for humanity." Prior to the adoption of the resolution, wide divisions continued to persist on a text calling for an outright treaty. While both sides would ban human reproductive cloning, the draft text sponsored by Costa Rica and others called for the Assembly to urge states to ban research aimed at cloning and all genetic engineering that adversely impacted on respect for human dignity.

The text sponsored by Belgium and others would allow for so-called therapeutic cloning but calls for national legislation to ensure that results did not advance reproductive cloning.

UN envoy calls on Spanish and Portuguese-speaking countries to support Haiti

20 November - The senior United Nations envoy for Haiti has called on officials attending the Ibero-

American Summit in Costa Rica to support the impoverished Caribbean nation in its quest to achieve

political stability and economic development. The head of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), Juan Gabriel Valdés, on Friday asked foreign ministers attending the Summit to urgently fund projects that can produce quick results, so that the Haitian people can observe tangible improvements and gain trust in the UN. Mr. Valdes also emphasized the pioneering nature of the joint participation of troops from several Ibero-American countries, such as Guatemala, Peru, Chili, Argentina, Uruguay, Ecuador, Brazil and Spain, in MINUSTAH's work. This Summit brings together 19 nations from the Americas plus Spain and Portugal.
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DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND SPOKESMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESDIENT
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Djibril Diallo, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

**Arab Journalists
The reason it seems like a full house is that we have Arab journalists here who are participating in an Information Department programme over the next two weeks; a workshop.  So, I would like to welcome you to the briefing.

And I think the rest of you are here to hear Jane Holl Lute, who is the Assistant Secretary-General in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations.  And she will be here to talk about the investigations into sexual abuse in the UN peacekeeping mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and more widely in peacekeeping generally.  So, she will be coming up here in just a few minutes.

**SG Travels
We heard from the Secretary-General’s party today.  He has arrived in Sharm el-Sheikh, in Egypt, where he is to attend the International Conference on Iraq.

On the sidelines of that meeting, he will meet tomorrow evening with the members of the Middle East Quartet.

This evening, after meeting with his senior aides – Lakhdar Brahimi, Terje Roed Larsen and Ashraf Qazi – the Secretary-General will attend an official dinner hosted by the Foreign Minister of Egypt.

The Secretary-General travelled to Egypt from Tanzania, where, on Saturday, he praised the final document put out by the International Conference on the Great Lakes as the product of compromise and dialogue.

He told the assembled heads of State and government, “No one has got everything they wanted from this process, but everyone has got what they need:  a real chance for peace, stability, democracy and development in a vast region”.

He told journalists at a press conference afterward that, “today, at last, we can glimpse a better future on the horizon”.  The real test, he added, starts now, as leaders design the framework for implementing their commitments.

We have his statement to the conference and the transcript of that press encounter upstairs.

**Sudan
The World Food Programme says it is, for the first time, channelling food aid from the United States through Libya.

The US supplies will travel across Libya’s humanitarian corridor in the Sahara, to reach nearly 200,000 refugees from Darfur, who are now in eastern Chad.

Meanwhile, the UN Mission in Sudan reports that the African Union is investigating new attacks in South and North Darfur over the weekend.

Côte d’Ivoire
From Côte d’Ivoire, the situation in Abidjan and the rest of the country remains calm, but unpredictable, as we’ve said before.  According to the UN Mission in that country, economic activities are more brisk in Yamoussoukro due to a relatively calm situation there.

This morning, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Côte d’Ivoire, Albert Tevoedjre, met with Prime Minister Seydou Diarra on his return from his trip to South Africa.

South African President Thabo Mbeki over the weekend met with Diarra and also with Guillaume Soro, the Secretary General of the Forces Nouvelles, in Pretoria as part of the continuing consultations on the way forward in the Ivorian crisis.  Also over the weekend, the new Joint Chief of Staff of Côte d’Ivoire, Philippe Mangou, met with UN military personnel.  He reiterated the Government’s commitment to restore confidence by providing security and protection for all communities; to hold negotiations aimed at recovering unity and national reconciliation; and to rebuilding and restructuring the armed forces.

**Côte d’Ivoire - Humanitarian
On the humanitarian side, UN civilian police community outreach activities have re-commenced, with teams fanning out into villages countrywide to promote dialogue and reconciliation.  Meanwhile, the UN refugee agency said that host families in Liberia are accommodating up to nine or 10 refugees from Côte d’Ivoire in each house, and food is now in very short supply.  Even before the influx of refugees, there was little available for the local population, as Liberia struggles to get back on its feet after 14 years of civil strife.

To remedy this situation, UN agencies and the Liberian Government have agreed that food distribution will now target the population of the host community, as well as of the refugees.  Helicopters of the UN Mission in Liberia are flying over the area to airlift consignments of emergency relief along the border.

**Security Council Mission
The Security Council is in the Democratic Republic of the Congo today on the second leg of a Central African mission led by French Ambassador to the United Nations, Jean-Marc de La Sablière.  In a press statement after a meeting with DRC President Joseph Kabila, Ambassador de La Sablière noted the importance of holding elections as planned.  The mission began Sunday with a visit to Kigali.

At a joint press encounter with Rwandan President Paul Kagame following their meeting, the French ambassador said that among the many issues discussed had been cooperation in the region, the Great Lakes Conference, the verification mechanism that was set up between the countries of the region and how it will operate.  They also discussed the situation in DRC, the situation in the east, in particular and the question of disarmament and repatriation of the various forces there.

On the Council agenda today is a meeting with the Speaker of the DRC National Assembly and Senate President, as well as various political and civil society leaders and local and international NGOs.  The transcript of the press encounter from Kigali, as well as a short statement in Kinshasa are available.  Tomorrow, the Council travels to Burundi.

**Security Council – Bosnia and Herzegovina
This morning the Security Council unanimously decided to authorize the establishment of a stabilization force, led by the European Union, in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  And the force will succeed the NATO-led operation.

**Burundi
The Secretary-General’s Report to the Security Council on the UN Operation in Burundi is out on the racks today.  In it, the Secretary-General welcomes the unity of vision through which the Burundian parties averted a constitutional crisis.  But, he says, major political and social tensions remain.

It is, therefore, imperative, he says, to urgently address the outstanding tasks of the transition, so as to avoid any further delays beyond the current extension of the transition process.  The Security Council is scheduled to discuss the report next Monday.

**Haiti – SRSG Report
The Secretary-General has called on countries contributing troops and personnel to the UN peacekeeping mission in Haiti to do so -– by the deployment schedules that have been agreed to.  The appeal is in the Secretary-General’s latest report to the Security Council on the UN Mission there.

In it, he notes that a framework has been set up to receive and allocate funds from donors -- but the disbursement of those funds has been slow in coming.  He also recommends that the Council extend the UN Mission’s mandate for another 18 months, until May 2006.  You can find that report on the rack.

**Oil-for-Food
Late last week, the Secretary-General wrote letters to two US Senators, Norm Coleman and Carl Levin, responding to their letters to him about the investigation into the “oil-for-food” programme.  He said he is committed to acting decisively on the findings of the Independent Inquiry Committee, headed by Paul Volcker.  And you asked to see copies of that letter, and we have that available in my office.

**ILO – Myanmar
The Governing Body of the International Labour Office decided that a high-level mission should be sent to Myanmar, to determine whether that country will effectively respond to allegations concerning the use of forced labour.  The decision came as the body wrapped up its session on Friday.  We have a press release on that.

**HIV/AIDS
A quick word on some AIDS-related events happening tomorrow.  The first Global Creative Meeting on HIV/AIDS will take place here at UN Headquarters.  It is sponsored by the Department of Public Information (DPI), and it’ll bring together creative experts from major broadcasters around the world to exchange ideas on how best to use programming to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS.  Sumner Redstone, the Chairman and CEO of VIACOM, will be in this room tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. to tell you about the meeting.

Also, I’ll have here as my guest tomorrow, Desmond Johns, Director of the New York office of UNAIDS.  He’ll brief you on the AIDS Epidemic Update, which is being launched around the world tomorrow -– and we have embargoed copies of the report available for you upstairs.

**Staff Coordinating Council – Geneva
We just received this from Geneva:  The Executive Bureau of the Staff Coordinating Council in Geneva, which apparently represents some 4,000 staff there, had an extraordinary meeting this afternoon at 4 o’clock and adopted a resolution that, while it noted and supported the resolution on “Integrity & Accountability” that was adopted by the New York Staff Union here on Friday, they expressed their alarm by the media’s incorrect interpretation of the New York Staff Union’s position concerning that issue, and they expressed their full confidence in and support of the Secretary-General of the United Nations.  We have the text of that available upstairs if you are interested.

**UNTV
Finally, the UN TV Programme “World Chronicle” will be shown today.  The topic will be the role of women in development, good governance, and regional cooperation and integration.  The guest will be Ms. Meryat Tallaway, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Council for Western Asia.  And you can watch it on in-house television channels 3 or 31 at 3:30 p.m.

That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, given that UN senior management appears to have lost the confidence of many of the staff, and given that the Secretary-General is the leader of that Organization; does he believe that the buck stops with him and is he, therefore, considering resigning?

Spokesman:  I mean, let’s not get ridiculous about this idea of resignation, okay?  I realize it’s coming from certain segments of the US media.  But that’s out of the question.  Does the buck stop with him?  Of course, it does.  Is he going to be doing something about it?  Of course, he will.  But there was a twist to the reporting –- I don’t know whose fault it was –- on this resolution that came out of the Staff Union on Friday, and there was never a question, according to the Staff Council representatives here, of a no-confidence vote in the Secretary-General.  And I think what you’re seeing today in Geneva is their concern that the media reported it this way initially.  So, ... (Interrupted).

Question:  Does he accept that he is responsible for the behaviour of senior management?

Spokesman:  He is the Chief Executive Officer of this Organization.  Yes, he is number one.  He is responsible.

Question:  But he is not going to consider resigning?

Spokesman:  No.  That is out of the question.  Yes, Laura?

Question:  Fred, last week you said that, in Palestine, in terms of the new elections that are going to happen in January, you haven’t had any request for assistance.  Colin Powell made that statement saying that the US, and he also asked Israel to help.  Has the Secretary-General received any sort of request from the US, or from Israel, or from any other party?

Spokesman:  No.  I’ll stand by the statement I gave you last week that indicated that we have had involvement with the preparations for the Palestinian elections, but that, most recently, a European Union official has been named the head of the group providing that assistance.  Whether there has been any subsequent contact either from Israel or from the US, I’d have to check.  I am not aware of any.  But I’ll check after the briefing for you.  Richard?

Question:  Isn’t it true though there are the accusations of media misreporting, that one of the original proposals at that Staff Union meeting someone did have a resolution mentioning the Secretary-General and his performance and also when a resolution is passed indicting senior management, I mean, who is kidding whom?  So, is it fair to say it’s really misreporting?

Spokesman:  Well, you have to ask what the intention of the Council was.  Now, the first draft of the resolution that I saw, the mention of the Secretary-General is that they wanted to call to the Secretary-General’s and the General Assembly’s attention their no confidence in senior management.  So, even the first draft seemed to focus the criticism below the level of Secretary-General.

Question:  In other words the Secretary-General in effect made the final decision and in their case and in Lubbers’ case?

Spokesman:  But what was their intention?  And then by the fact that the resolution that they finally adopted later in the afternoon had eliminated any of that language, I think shows their intention.  And then the head of the Staff Council, stopped by a TV crew in the corridor, said “we have the utmost confidence in the Secretary-General”.  And now you have the Staff Union in Geneva saying “we have the utmost confidence in the Secretary-General”.  So, I mean, we’re trying... the way the story was originally reported, the staff had turned against the Secretary-General and lost confidence in him.  That was the story that ran on the wires Thursday night.  Yes?

Question:  Fred, Without...(Inaudible) that reported it, and the final resolution that was adopted on Friday spoke of “exonerations” –- plural, of senior officials.  So, by those “exonerations” I assume they mean not just Mr. Nair, who was talked about in the resolution, but also at least one other person.  And I assume they are talking about Ruud Lubbers and Louise Fréchette, and there have been two other exonerations.  Does he have any plans to re-visit his exoneration, because those were his personal decisions not to accept Louise Fréchette’s resignation and to overrule the enquiry into Mr. Lubbers?  Does the Secretary-General have any intention of re-visiting the exonerations of senior officials, as requested by the Staff Union?

Spokesman:  Absolutely not.  In those three cases he considers the matter closed, as he said.

Question:  So, he is not actually, going to respond to the Staff Union’s concerns, as expressed in its resolution, then?

Spokesman:  He is willing to talk to them; he will talk to them.  Other senior officials have offered to talk to them in the course of this week.  If you want to know when that meeting is set up, we’ll let you know.  But he has declared the matter of Ruud Lubbers closed; he has given his view through the Under-Secretary-General for Management, on Dileep Nair in OIOS, and he explained to you his decision on Louise Fréchette, going back a year and a half, or whatever it was.  Jonathan?

Question:  Fred, the Staff Union, though, complained about not being included in the process and the determination on a couple of those cases.  And you’re saying that Kofi Annan is at this point not willing to open things up again.  How is he addressing that concern by the Staff Union about inclusion?

Spokesman:  He will talk to them about the amount of consultation they had or didn’t have if they want to raise that with him.  He is opening the door to them; he will listen to whatever it is that they want to raise.

Question:  But isn’t it a bit late, though?  I mean, shouldn’t he re-open the investigation, including the Staff Union’s point of view?

Spokesman:  He will listen to whatever they have to say.  Yes?

Question:  Yes, last week you talked about the possibility of a meeting this week between the Staff Council and the Chef de Cabinet.  Is that happening?

Spokesman:  I said just a minute ago, I’ll let you know once that’s scheduled.  The head of the Department of Management is not around this week, but if they want to meet with any other officials we will schedule that meeting this week.  Whatever they want.

Question:  Does senior UN management consider the Staff Union or this action representative of the wider UN staff?

Spokesman:  I think I answered that Friday.  These representatives are nominated by their peers.  We consider them the legal representative of the staff as set up by the General Assembly as a Staff Council.  So, yes, we accept them as representing the staff.  James?

Question:  Well, there is evidently a pattern in recent months of exoneration of senior officials who, in some cases, even found to have done things they shouldn’t have done by enquiries.  What confidence can we have, when we are rocked here by another scandal, that this same thing won’t happen in this new scandal?

Spokesman:  I don’t know what pattern you’re talking about.  We talked about two cases.  I gave you the Secretary-General’s reasoning for his decisions in the case of Mr. Lubbers and in the case of OIOS and Mr. Nair.  What’s the pattern?

Question:  Three cases isn’t a pattern to you?

Spokesman:  What’s the third one?

Question:  Nair, OIOS; I mean, Nair, Lubbers, Louise Fréchette.

Spokesman:  Oh, now you’re going back to a year and a half ago!  It’s up to you whether you want to call that a pattern.

Question:  It wasn’t a year and half ago.  It was in response to the Walzer Report.  That wasn’t a year and half ago.  The bombing was a year and half ago.  You know, with the Walzer Report it was security lapses ... it was much more recent.

Spokesman:  Granted.  That’s correct.  I don’t see that as a pattern.  If you do, you’re free to.  If you want to apply it to DPKO, I feel sorry for Jane.  But you can put that question to Jane.  If I were you, I would deal with each of these cases independently and separately.  I think the reasons for the Secretary-General’s decisions in each case were not related to the other cases.  Richard?

Question:  Considering what’s going on at the UN, and the future role in Iraq and elsewhere, does the UN senior management find the Staff Council resolution helpful at this time, and has UN senior management underestimated the displeasure of the staff and could have perhaps, cut this off earlier?  Was there a mistake made in not judging what the staff was feeling?

Spokesman:  All I have said is that we’re willing to talk to them.  They’re free, of course, to adopt any resolution that they want, any time that they want.  Could we have headed this off?  Frankly, I don’t know.  But we’re willing to talk to them about their concerns, and if we can calm things down through these talks, so much the better.

Question:  Fred, there has been some suggestion that the watering down of the resolution through Friday was the result of pressure from senior management, including Mr. Riza himself.  Do you have any comment on that?

Spokesman:  No.  I mean, that is absolutely false.  If you know the Staff Council you know that it represents a variety of views, and it doesn’t surprise me that when they collectively sat down to discuss this, that there were some modification to the draft originally proposed.

Question:  Are you confident there was no contact between Mr. Riza and ...(Interrupted)?

Spokesman:  No, I reported here on Friday that Mr. Riza had spoken to the head of the Staff Union to offer to meet with her or have any other senior UN official meet with her to discuss her concerns.  There was no pressure on her.  And, in any case, she doesn’t control this Council of some 13 members, the Council leadership.  But there was no pressure from Mr. Riza on Rosemary Walters to change that resolution.

Question:  As far as you know, is this the first time the Staff Council has sent such a letter regarding the performance of senior management to the Secretariat about...? (Interrupted).

Spokesman:  You’d better ask them that.  I am not aware.  All dried up?

Jane Holl Lute, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Affairs, come on up.  (Issued separately.)

Spokesman for General Assembly President
Good afternoon.

I have three items from the General Assembly’s meeting on Friday to give you before going on to today’s session.

The first item has to do with the election of 14 judges for the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia.  That election was completed by the General Assembly on Friday following seven rounds of voting over two days.  And the 14 judges are elected for four-year terms beginning on 17 November 2005.

By way of background, the International Tribunal was established on 25 May 1993 by Security Council resolution 827 (1993).  In accordance with article 11 of its statues, as originally adopted, the International Tribunal consisted of two trial chambers and an appeals chamber.  The third trial chamber was by the Security Council in its resolution 1166 (1998).  Fourteen judges were elected in 2001 and their terms of office will expire on 16 November 2005.

The second item from Friday’s General Assembly session has to do with Africa Industrialization Day, which is observed on 20 November.  And this year’s theme is “Strengthening Productive Capacity for Poverty Reduction within the Framework of NEPAD”, NEPAD being the New Partnership for Africa’s Development.

A statement by the President of the General Assembly, Jean Ping, said that successful industrialization was the motivation for applying new technologies and promoting the development of entrepreneurship in Africa.  The President also said that it provided an enabling environment for human capital development, boosted institutional change, modernized export structures and created new employment opportunities.  Referring to poverty alleviation, the President added that African countries must introduce good industrial policies and promote domestic and foreign investment, expansion of markets, infrastructure development, employment and technological change.  The President also said that he was confident that Africa, with its vast human and natural resources, as well as its strong commitment to development goals, would be able to achieve the objectives of NEPAD.  More details on the statement are in a press release of last Friday.

The third item has to do with the United Nations Day of Remembrance and Reconciliation last Friday.  That item was introduced by the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation.  He stressed the importance of international unity, particularly at a time when the world was getting ready to observe the fiftieth anniversary of the Second World War next year.  The end of that war marked the beginning of a new era for all people.

Those are the three major items from the General Assembly last Friday.

I now move on to today’s session of the General Assembly.  And this morning, that session started considering, in a joint debate, agenda item 41 entitled “Integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and related fields”, and agenda item 55, entitled “Follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit”.  Under agenda items 45 and 55, the General Assembly has before it the report of the Secretary-General circulated in document A/59/545.  Under agenda item 55, the General Assembly also has the following documents:

-- The report of the Secretary-General circulated in document A/59/282 and Corrigendum 1.

-- A note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Joint Inspection Unit entitled “Achieving the Universal Primary Education Goal of the Millennium Declaration”.  And that report is circulated in document A/59/76, Addendum 1 and Addendum 1/Corrigendum 1.

-- A letter dated 2 June 2004 from the Permanent Representative of Finland and the United Republic of Tanzania, transmitting the report entitled “A fair globalization:  creating opportunities for all”.  And that letter is contained in document A/59/98.

-- A draft resolution is also issued as a document, A/59/L.30.

You may recall that the United Nations Declaration was adopted in the year 2000, and the General Assembly of that year requested the Secretary-General to urgently prepare a long-term road map towards implementation of the Millennium Declaration within the United Nations system.  It was the General Assembly of the following year -- that is, the fifty-sixth session, in the year 2001 -- that adopted the decision requesting the Secretary-General to prepare an annual report and a comprehensive report every five years on progress achieved by the United Nations system and Member States.  The year after, in 2002, the General Assembly decided to consider at its session the following year, that is 2003, the idea of convening a high-level plenary meeting during the sixtieth session to review the implementation of the Millennium Declaration.  The Assembly of 2003 also requested the Secretary-General to study the ways and means to promote a more comprehensive and coherent response to the global threats and challenges of the twenty-first century.  And those items are included in resolution A/57/145.

Now I go to Committee work.

The Third Committee, you will recall, has to do with social, humanitarian and cultural affairs.  That Committee adopted, on Friday, seven draft resolutions ranging from the advancement of women through human rights questions, to questions related to the right to food, globalization, the use of mercenaries and unilateral coercive measures.  Again, more details are available in a press release upstairs.

The second item has to do with the Sixth Committee (Legal) and this item has been the subject of tremendous inquiries on the part of the media.  And on Friday, the Sixth Committee averted a divisive vote on the question of an international convention against human reproductive cloning by deciding to take up the issue again as a declaration at its resumed session in February 2005.

Italy’s representative introduced the resolution containing a declaration on human cloning; the declaration will form the basis for discussions of a working group.  That working group will meet on 14, 15 and 18 February, with the Committee taking action on its report on the afternoon of the last day.  The text of the upcoming declaration would call on Member States of the United Nations to adopt and implement national legislation prohibiting attempts to create human life through cloning, and to ensure respect for human life in the application of science, particularly by barring the exploitation of women.

Member States would also be called upon to prohibit genetic engineering techniques contrary to human dignity.  The Committee accepted the proposal to establish the working group after the Committee Chairman, Ambassador Mohammed Bennouna of Morocco, presented it based on informal consultations.  The Chairman said that the working group would be open to all MemberStates and members of specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency, with himself as chair.

This initiative from the Chairman enjoyed general support.  The Chairman also said that the issue of cloning was highly charged.  It would have been damaging for the Committee not to come together on a matter with such grave consequences for humanity.  The Italian proposal, you will recall, essentially replaces the two earlier texts by Costa Rica and Belgium.  And you will recall that these resolutions by Costa Rica and by Belgium call for a convention against human cloning, but had different views regarding cloning for therapeutic purposes.

The Committee also approved a resolution on the International Criminal Court without a vote as it concluded its current session.  As was mentioned in earlier briefings, the cloning item was first introduced in the agenda of the General Assembly in 2001 as a supplementary item.  Again, for your own background purposes, that document is A/56/192.

Also today, there will be a panel discussion on the “Millennium Development Goals four years after”.  And that discussion will be moderated by the Permanent Representative of Gabon to the United Nations.  It will take place in Conference Room 5 and it is going on right now.  It started three minutes ago and it will go on until 2:45 p.m.

That’s all I have for you.  Questions?  If not, thank you.

* *** *



	


            UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





AP - Conference on protection of the Ozone shield opens in Prague


Reuters -  KENYA: Treaty signatory and host to the 2004 Summit


Iberkshire.com - Paul Winter Consort at the Music Hall


Radio Netherlands - Albania's environmental nightmare


M2 Presswire - Caspian Environment Forum to focus on sustainable development


Radio Free Europe -  World: Scientists Worried At Challenge To Ozone-Layer Protection Treaty








* ED’s Op-ed   mentioned in Hospodarske noviny, Czech Republic – 22/11/2004


*ED’s Op-ed by UNIS Vienna in the weekend edition in Austrian daily Vorarlberger      Nachrichten.
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