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Urgent  need to cut  greenhouse gases'

               Call comes on opening day of a climate conference

             By Alex Kirby 

               BBC News Online environment correspondent 

               Developed countries must start working urgently towards  massive cuts in emissions of greenhouse gases, says a UK environmentalist group. 

               The call from the Royal Society for the Protection of  Birds (RSPB) comes on the opening day of a climate conference in the Indian capital Delhi. 

               The conference brings together countries which have signed the Kyoto Protocol, the international agreement on tackling climate change. 

               The RSPB says emissions cuts of 60% must be  implemented by the middle of the 21st Century to slow               down global warming. 

               Developed countries have agreed so far to try to reduce greenhouse emissions to 5.2% below their 1990 levels. 

               Respected 

               The RSPB is respected for its work in the UK and abroad to conserve not only species but entire eco-systems, and the human societies that depend on them. 

               It is also respected for its analysis and its advocacy work. 

               Even so there may be surprise that it has joined others  in speaking so forthrightly on climate change. 

               The Kyoto Protocol  enters into force after 55 countries, including  developed countries responsible together for at least 55% of the rich world's 1990 CO2 emissions, have ratified it. 

               By early October 95  signatories, accounting for 37% of 1990 emissions, had ratified the protocol. 

               Officials of the UN Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC) expect Russia and other countries to               ratify it soon, taking it beyond the critical 55% threshold. 

               US will not ratify 

               The US has signed the protocol but said last  year it would not ratify it. 

               Those countries that do will be expected to  achieve the 5.2% cut by between 2008 and  2012. 

               There is some doubt about how many will achieve even this modest goal. A report to the Delhi meeting will say that by 2000 emissions in  the richest countries had actually risen by 8.4% on 1990 levels. 

               In the former Soviet Union and eastern Europe,  by contrast, emissions had fallen by 38% as economies were plunged into crisis. 

               The Kyoto targets apply to six gases, which  many scientists believe are adding to natural  climate variability. 

               The most serious is carbon dioxide (CO2). 

               The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) represents the consensus view

               of government and other scientists. 

               Growing certainty 

               In successive reports it has said with growing certainty that human activities are contributing significantly to climate change, though some scientists continue to challenge  this. 

               The RSPB said: "As carbon emissions continue  to increase, it is increasingly clear that far more has to be done in order to stabilise greenhouse gas concentrations at a low level  and slow down global warming. 

               "Unless the world now goes far beyond the Kyoto targets, the ultimate objective of the  climate convention - that human-induced climate change should be limited to a level that allows ecosystems to adapt naturally - will  have been broken. 

               'Need for action' 

               "There is a need for action by everyone. Not only must developed countries take the lead in cutting their emissions: the developing countries also need to act." 

               John Lanchbery of the RSPB said: "We do not have the luxury of standing by for years before the world gets round to making a serious attempt to cut its emissions. The next few years will be critical." 

               The Delhi meeting, officially called the eighth session of the conference of the parties to the Climate Change Convention, is due to end on 31 October. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Gulf News 

October 22, 2002 

Municipality plans clean-up 

      Dubai Municipality has announ-ced that a four-day clean-up of various areas of the city will commence from      October 29 as part of the Clean Up the World campaign. 

      The clean-up, which is organised every year by the Municipality's Environment Department, is the largest      volunteer clean-up in the Middle East. This is the ninth consecutive year that Dubai is holding the campaign.

      Preparations are already under way with the municipality trying to encourage even greater participation than      last year. The event will be launched at Children's City on October 29 with painting and quiz competitions  and other interesting activities for schoolchildren. 

      A marine clean-up will be held on the second day and the third and fourth days will be marked by clean-ups      in designated areas of the emirate. 

      Last year, over 11,000 people helped remove litter and debris from various areas. Divers cleaned up the      Creek bed and numerous private companies donated equipment during the event. 

      More than 2,300 tonnes of litter and waste disposed of illegally was removed during the last clean-up. 

      Clean Up the World is the largest volunteer campaign in the world. In other countries the activities are held      in mid-September, but due to climatic conditions, the event is held here at the end of October. 

      The clean-up originated in Australia and was the brainchild of Ian Kiernan who organised a clean-up of      Sydney harbour in 1989. He was moved by the significant amount of marine litter that he noticed while sailing in the BOC Challenge solo around-the-world race in 1987. 

      Encouraged by the harbour clean-up in which 40,000 people participated, he organised Clean Up Australia      Day the following year. 

      In 1993, with support and funding from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the      California based EGBAR foundation, Clean Up the World was launched with 30 million people from 80 countries participating. 

      Since then it has been held every year and has not stopped growing. 

      Last year, 37.5 million people from 128 countries demonstrated their commitment to a healthy environment      through various clean-ups throughout the world. 

      For his initiative in creating this remarkable volunteer movement, Kiernan was awarded the prestigious      Sasakawa Environment Prize by the UNEP in 1998. 

      Clean Up the World is unique among volunteer campaigns because it demands little in terms of time ; a few      days each year while achieving so much ; a healthier environment. Each clean-up is autonomous with organising committees in various countries being responsible for their respective activities. 

      Clean Up the World is also one of the few volunteer campaigns that directly involves children thus helping to      foster a responsible attitude towards the environment. It is funded through corporate sponsorship thereby    reinforcing the "multi-stakeholder" view of the environment. 

      It also provides a platform to launch awareness-raising programmes and thus challenge many false notions      about the environment. 

      The simplicity of the concept with its emphasis on local clean-ups has spawned a large number of organising      committees around the world. 

      The clean-up this year comes in the wake of the recently concluded World Summit on Sustainable      Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg at which the Executive Co-ordinator of the United Nations Volunteers (UNV), the volunteer arm of the world body proposed that volunteerism be made a fourth cornerstone of  sustainable development besides the three acknowledged principles of economic growth, environmental      protection and social development. 

      In her address to the WSSD on August 30, Sharon Capeling Alakija, pointed out that "in reality the      implementation of Agenda 21 requires the everyday voluntary actions of millions of people" and that      "institutional efforts cannot be sustained without the support and willing participation of ordinary people". 

      With the benefits of volunteering becoming increasingly apparent, the United Nations has taken steps in

      recent years to recognise and spread volunteer efforts. 

      The basic premise underlying these steps is that volunteer efforts are an asset that must not be neglected. 

      A number of resolutions concerning volunteering have been adopted in the last few years and 2001 was      observed as the International Year of the Volunteer with numerous successful volunteer efforts all over the      globe. 

      Also December 5 is observed as International Volunteer Day each year. 

      Participation in voluntary clean-ups such as Clean Up the World leads to a realisation that often it is our own      careless actions that create or contribute to many of today's environment problems. 

      It also makes us realise the importance of our own efforts in solving these problems. In the words of Ian      Kiernan: "Don't wait for others to act ; you can make all the difference." 

      Those interested in participating in the campaign in Dubai can contact 04-2064230 for more information and      registration.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

New Straits Times (Malaysia) 

October 22, 2002, Tuesday 

 How accountants figure in sustainability 

      BODY: 

      AS an integral profession, accountants can be found today in all  industries, in all sectors and at all levels. 

      Their pervasiveness makes them an ideal agent for spreading the gospel of sustainable development, which essentially means that corporations need   to measure their progress and impact in social, environmental and economic   terms. Under the current status quo, corporations just concentrate on  financial health as expressed through profit and loss statements and  balance sheets. 

      Sustainability Progress: Since the 1990s, the accounting profession has  made a great deal of progress in contributing to the sustainability agenda, comments Roger Adams, Executive Director of Technical, Association      of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) United Kingsdom. In Industry as a Partner for Sustainable Development, a report issued by the ACCA and the United Nations Environment Programme, Adams notes a number of  sustainability successes chalked up by the profession. Almost 20 accounting bodies have established      prestigious award schemes  designed to create benchmarks and standards for sustainability reporting.       Sustainability champion ACCA has raised the global bar for environmental and sustainability reporting by organising yearly awards in Britain. ACCA's Malaysian Environmental Reporting Awards was recently launched in  July amidst strong support from the Government, the corporate sector and Non-Governmental Organisations. The Environmental Reporting Awards has  also been launched in Pakistan, where ACCA is working with the WWF  (Worldwide Fund for Nature). 

      The accounting profession has also contributed substantially to the environmental and sustainability reporting frameworks developed by the Global Sustainability Reporting Initiative (GRI) and European Federation of Accountants (FEE). Given the absence of a global environmental  regulator, the GRI has produced an evolving and generally accepted  framework for companies implementing sustainability reporting. As of end-2001, more than 100 large multinational companies have voluntarily  published reports utilising GRI guidelines or similar triple bottom line or sustainability reporting. 

Competitive Issues: Despite such notable progress, though, Adams notes  that other pressing issues - primarily technology, quality control and  capital market convergence - may pressure accountants into pushing     sustainability onto the back burner. 

      Accountants have been forced to adapt swiftly to the technological  revolution, where the Internet's pervasiveness has created overwhelming  tools and channels like e-commerce, real-time reporting, web-based       reporting and new reporting languages such as XBRL. 

      Quality control is now a flashpoint, with cases like Enron provoking a  storm of controversy vis-a-vis the role, integrity and standards of the accounting profession. Accountants now have to contend with issues of risk       management, conflicts of interest and heightened accountability as  investors demand stricter controls and heightened regulatory enforcement. 

      In addition, the convergence of global capital markets has led national  and international accounting standard setters to concentrate on accounting  for convergence and capital market issues, thus detracting from a focus on      sustainability. 

Other negatives: On other fronts, sustainability by the accountancy  profession is equally hampered by a slew of negatives. Depressingly,  accountancy's global standard setters - such as the International Accounting Standards Board - have failed to be sufficiently involved in  supporting sustainability. With the exception of IAS (International  Accounting Standard) 137, which provides practical environmental examples for the treatment of provisions and contingent liabilities or assets,   there are no international financial reporting or auditing standards       dealing explicitly with social, environmental or sustainability issues  pertaining to accounting, auditing and reporting. 

      The profession has also failed to sell the idea of sustainability beyond  the top echelons of business. True, the Big Five firms and their  multinational clients like Shell and BP have willingly embraced  sustainability reporting. However, small accounting practitioners and  their small and medium enterprise clients have different priorities, with  sustainability low on the list. 

      The scenario is similar here in Malaysia, where the Malaysian Business  Council for Sustainable Development has also expressed frustration in  persuading local SMEs to practise sustainability. But notes Adams, "even  within the Big Five firms, engagement on sustainability-related issues may  be limited to relatively small specialist groups." 

This is the first of three articles, based on the ACCA study 'Industry  as a partner for sustainable development' which was commissioned by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The findings of the study    were presented during the Earth Summit recently held in Johannesburg,  South Africa.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Baltimore Sun

Ivory stocks might be sold
Elephants: Five nations in southern Africa seek to raise money by disposing of stockpiled

tusks, but some conservationists predict a resurgence in poaching.

October 22, 2002

SKUKUZA, South Africa -- One of the world's largest stockpiles of ivory is housed in a concrete-walled vault here at the headquarters of South Africa's Kruger National Park. More than 5,000 elephant tusks -- some as tall as a grown man -- are stacked floor to ceiling like timber in the garage-sized room. 

"I don't know how much it's all worth," says Hermanus Coetzee, who manages the stockpile, after pulling open the iron vault door and gazing up at the tusks as if they were bars of gold. 

If South Africa has its way, the world will soon find out. 

Thirteen years after a ban on the international trade of ivory, South Africa and four other southern African nations are seeking to sell their ivory stockpiles and resume annual sales. 

The proposal, however, has sparked protest from conservationists and other African nations, who fear the proposed sale will launch a new era of elephant poaching. 

The trade ban dates to 1989, when a wave of poaching led to the rapid destruction of African elephants. During the 1980s, poachers killed off  half of Africa's elephants, reducing the continent's population from 1.2 million to 600,000. 

In a dramatic appeal for consumers to stop buying ivory that year, Kenya's wildlife services director, Richard Leakey, took a match to a pyramid of 2,000 elephant tusks, making headlines around the world. 

Almost overnight, the ivory market collapsed. Piano makers switched from ivory to plastic keys. Ivory jewelry and trinkets fell out of fashion.  Incidents of poaching also declined. 

But 13 years later, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia and Zambia -- countries overflowing with elephants and ivory -- say it is time to relax the ban. 

The five countries are seeking approval for a special sale of their combined 87 tons of stockpiled ivory -- and limited annual sales thereafter.  They will be making their case next month in Santiago, Chile, at the meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species or CITES, a United Nations organization that regulates the ivory trade. 

The southern African nations argue that their elephant populations are on the rise and the ivory profits will finance much needed projects to protect elephants. South Africa is unclear about how much its 30-ton stockpile will fetch, but officials expect to make at least $3 million to $4 million. 

Southern Africa's plans, however, will meet vehement opposition from conservationists and the governments of Kenya and India, who say that such sales would be irresponsible, endangering the lives of both African and Asian elephants. 

Asia's elephant population has dwindled to about 50,000, more than half of them in India. African elephants that once roamed the entire continent to the Mediterranean Sea now live mostly in isolated pockets of 36 sub-Saharan African nations. The most drastic declines have occurred in East, West and North Africa. 

But in southern Africa, where half the continent's population lives, elephant numbers are stable or increasing. Botswana has an elephant population of 120,000, in space for 50,000. Zambia has about 30,000 elephants, and Zimbabwe's population is estimated to be 80,000. 

South Africa, which had 120 elephants in 1920, has watched its population climb to more than 13,000. Ten-thousand of the elephants live in Kruger National Park -- a park the size of Israel -- where overcrowding is forcing park officials to consider culling elephants, as they have in the past, and experiment with birth control. 

By comparison, Kenya lost 85 percent of its elephants during the worst years of poaching in the 1970s and early 1980s and is still recovering. At next month's CITES meeting, Kenya, joined by India, will be lobbying to place elephants on a list of the world's most endangered species, a move that would prohibit even legal ivory trade. 

"We are very worried," said Joseph Kioko, director of Kenya Wildlife Services. "South Africa never went through the catastrophe we went through in the 1970s and 1980s. We know from that experience that if the legal trade of ivory is allowed, people will start poaching." 

Kenyan officials say a one-time experimental ivory sale by Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe to Japan in 1997 -- that was approved by CITES -- undermined the ban and helped reopen the illegal ivory market. If this newest sale is approved, it will only make the poaching situation worse, Kenyan wildlife officials say. 

In the past two years, more than 1,000 African elephants and 39 Asian elephants have been found poached for their ivory, and the ivory of 3,000 elephants has been seized worldwide, according to Kenyan officials. In recent months, authorities have seized 3 tons of illegal ivory in Tanzania and 6 tons in Singapore. 

The biggest demand for ivory is in Asia. In Japan, ivory is used for making traditional personal seals known as hankos and other crafts. In China, ivory is carved into chess sets, chopsticks, jewelry and walking sticks or used as an investment as a hedge against inflation. 

Conservationists fear that the legal trade of ivory will awaken a huge new market that cannot be met through the proposed limited sales by, southern Africa, so dealers would start turning to illegal means of obtaining ivory. 

The five southern African nations, however, say there is no hard evidence that the legal, controlled sale of ivory has an effect on poaching. 

"We are not entirely convinced there is a causal link between a regulated, controlled ivory trade with poaching," said Pam Yako, executive manager of biodiversity and conservation for the South African Department of Environment and Tourism, which is seeking approval for the sale. 

In fact, South African officials contend that the controlled sale of ivory will help eliminate illegal trade and poaching because ivory will be available on the legal market. What stops poaching is not a ban on sales, but proper law enforcement that can be financed through ivory sales, South African officials say. 

"If we really thought our sale was a threat to elephants, we would take the responsibility and not sell it," says Ian Whyte, a senior scientist at Kruger National Park. 

Conservationists hope that scientists like Whtye are right, but no one can guarantee the elephants will be safe if sales resume. And that's exactly what makes many conservationists afraid. 

"We have to err on the side of caution. There is very little information on how this would affect elephant poaching," says Jason Bell, regional director for southern Africa for the International Fund for Animal Welfare. "It is too soon to be creating a trade in ivory again." 

Copyright © 2002, The Baltimore Sun

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Canada  needs billions for toxic clean-up - report
OTTAWA - The Canadian government has bungled the clean-up of thousands of toxic sites and abandoned mines across the country and needs to spend billions of dollars to deal with the mess, according to a damning report released by the country's environmental  watchdog yesterday. 

  Environment and sustainable development commissioner Johanne Gelinas also said Ottawa was not doing enough to cut emissions of carbon dioxide, regulate the use of pesticides and deal with the spread of species alien to Canada. 

  "Overall, our findings leave me more concerned that ever about the inadequacy of the federal government's investment to protect the environment and meet its sustainable development commitments," she wrote in the six-volume report. 

  "The federal government has failed to clean up its own backyard," said Gelinas, who reports directly to parliament. 

  Her insistence on more money comes at a time when Finance Minister John Manley - who will deliver a budget next February - is facing  with a shrinking surplus and demands for a multibillion-dollar investment in the health care system. 

  Gelinas said Ottawa knew it had about 3,600 contaminated sites on its hands and another 1,500 where contamination was suspected.  These include harbors, ports, military bases, government laboratories and abandoned mines. 

  "We estimate that the cost of dealing with known sites under federal responsibility is in the billions of dollars," she said, noting there are  no laws obliging Ottawa to clear up the mess left at federal sites. 

  By contrast, the United States runs a federal Superfund program to clean up the most dangerous contaminated sites. 

  Gelinas said Ottawa did not know the full health risks posed by the federal sites and had failed to draw up a list of the worst Canadian spots and develop a plan to clean them up. 

  One serious concern is the hundreds of thousands of tonnes of toxic chemicals such as arsenic and cyanide now left at abandoned mines  in northern Canada. Cleaning up the 30 worst sites alone would cost C$555 million ($355 million). 

  The government currently spends C$26 million a year to prevent water contamination at the mine sites, which Gelinas dismissed as "a  Band-Aid approach". 

  In one site alone - the Giant gold mine near Yellowknife - there are 237,000 tonnes of arsenic dioxide dust stored underground. The storage  area is now starting to leak. 

  Gelinas said the problem of abandoned mines had "become dramatically worse" since 1998 and noted the federal approach to tackling the situation was "diffuse and inconsistent". 

  One reason for the problem is that until recently Ottawa did not oblige owners of mines on federal territory to put up enough money to  cover the cost of cleaning up the sites. This meant that when mines closed down, the operators walked away and left the government to

  clear up the mess. 

  Gelinas also noted infighting between government departments and expressed surprise that more action had not been taken to identify the  risks posed by pesticides and other toxic chemicals. 

  "To us, the whole situation is confounding. The processes we have observed seem to defy timely, decisive and precautionary action," she  said. 

  "None of this augurs well for the protection of our health. In my opinion, the current situation and future prospects are not  environmentally, economically or socially acceptable." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA)  - NEWS UPDATE

October 23, 2002

Dakar hosts African confab on marine environment 

Dakar, Senegal (PANA) - A regional conference on the development and protection of Africa's marine environment opens next Thursday in Dakar, Senegal, with experts and ministers from eleven countries attending. A release from the organizers said Tuesday the environmental experts would meet Thursday, ahead of the ministers meeting on Friday. It said President Abdoulaye Wade, who is in charge of the environmental component of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), would chair the ministerial confab. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng024617&dte=22/10/2002
African association for environmental evaluation to be set up 

Cotonou, Benin (PANA) - Associations of professionals in environmental evaluation, design offices, and environmental institutions from 16 African countries are meeting in Cotonou from 22 to 24 October to establish the bases of an African association for environmental evaluation, the meeting's organizers said in Cotonou. Referred to as the West African Association for Environmental Evaluation (AOAEE), the planned institution will promote capacity development in environmental evaluation among members. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng024559&dte=22/10/2002
They're Destroying Our Future

The Nation (Nairobi): A few weeks ago, the Nation Media Group and the Kenya Wildlife Service launched an initiative to save the Aberdare Forest from destruction by starting a fund to erect an electric fence around it. This initiative was the result of the realization that the source of the country's main rivers was vital for the livelihood of millions now and in the future. The idea was to discourage human encroachment into the forest in the form cultivation, illegal logging, and the destruction of the natural habitats of wild animals. Yesterday, it was learnt that hundreds of acres of forest on the Aberdare ranges have been clear-felled by sawmillers. Obviously, this activity has been going on for some time, and it is not until officials of the Forest Inspection Protection Unit visited the area that the enormity of the destruction was revealed.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210220271.html
Thousands of Drought-Stricken People Invade National Park

UN Integrated Regional Information Networks: Thousands of drought-stricken people have migrated into one of Ethiopia's most important national parks, threatening its ecosystem, the UN Emergencies Unit for Ethiopia (EUE) has warned. It said the large numbers of people entering the Bale Mountains National Park - and more are arriving daily - could severely accelerate the deforestation of the area. The park, in southern Ethiopia, is one of the most precious in the country, being home to the Ethiopian wolf - one of the rarest animals in the world, with only 500 still in existence. The warning comes as the UN's World Food Programme (WFP) said the severe drought hitting pockets of Ethiopia was spreading to other regions. 

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210220125.html
Save Uganda’s Wetlands

New Vision (Kampala): UGANDA'S wetlands may be completely wiped out unless community developments are properly planned. The Assistant Commissioner, Wetlands Inspection Division, says unplanned development can turn wetlands into unproductive wastelands. "We would all face problems of unclean water if we clear all the swamps because there would be no purifying system," he says.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200210220475.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROE

UNEP and UN in the News

FAO/UNEP

UN agencies lead debate on restricting use of toxic insecticide

(Info from Brussels): Governments across the world are debating whether to restrict the use of the highly toxic insecticide monocrotophos which is known to be harmful for human health and the environment. Over a hundred representatives met in Bonn from September 30 to October 4 to discuss the issue under the auspices of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and UN Environment Programme (UNEP). Both agencies run the Rotterdam Convention, an international agreement where signatories agree to provide information about dangerous chemicals to importers. Currently, 26 hazardous pesticides and five industrial chemicals are subject  to the prior informed consent procedure.

Published in Europe Environment 620- October 18, 2002

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY: Climate change fears to dominate talks

FT, 22 October, page 3: Fears that climate change could prove devastating for developing countries will be high on the agenda of the international talks on curbing climate change that start in New Delhi tomorrow.

The accusation that wealthy countries are not doing enough to address the needs of the victims of climate change will be highlighted at a "Climate Justice" rally in New Delhi next Monday , organised by Friends of the Earth International and other international and Indian NGOs.

The International Energy Agency last week published research showing the industrialised countries must introduce additional measures to meet their Kyoto targets and stabilise greenhouse gas concentrations.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021022000375&query=Fears+for+effects+of+climate+change&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
African censure for World Bank over drive to reduce poverty

FT, page 9: African finance ministers yesterday criticised the World Bank's debt relief programme for failing to keep step with goals to reduce poverty in some of the poorest African countries.

At the end of a three-day UN-hosted meeting, the finance ministers called for the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative to be brought in line with the UN's Millennium Development Goals, which seek to halve poverty levels by 2015. African governments want the World Bank and donor countries to move beyond HIPC to offer greater debt relief and to extend relief to non-HIPC countries.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=021022000412&query=African+censure+for+World+Bank&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
 World carbon credit trading could triple                                               

 WASHINGTON (Reuters) 21 October -- Worldwide trading of credits in carbon dioxide emissions linked to global warming is poised to more than triple this year to an  estimated 67 million tons as companies prepare for the Kyoto treaty to limit carbonpollution, the World Bank said.                                                          

http://www.cnn.com/2002/TECH/science/10/21/carbon.trading.reut/index.html

Kristin Ebbesen

UNEP-Regional Office for Europe

Tel: +41 22 917 8279

Fax. +41 22 797 3420
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HONDURAS: SOS for Gulf of Fonseca

TEGUCIGALPA - The Committee for the Protection of Flora and Fauna of the Gulf of Fonseca launched a campaign to save the mangroves of this marine ecosystem, considered a biological treasure of Central America, but damaged by the shrimp industry. 

"We are issuing an appeal for everyone to support us in the campaign to save the mangroves and the coastal area, because otherwise we run the risk of turning the southern region into a desert," Committee president Jorge Varela told Tierramérica. 

The Gulf of Fonseca, on the Pacific coast, is shared by Honduras, Nicaragua and El Salvador. There are 78,000 hectares of mangroves there, as well as lagoons, a dry tropical forest and a wealth of biodiversity. However, shrimp production is Honduras' third leading non-traditional export.

EL SALVADOR: Fish instead of Rubbish

SAN SALVADOR - Some 200 divers pulled a ton of garbage from Ilopango Lake, one of the main sources of freshwater for the Salvadoran capital and the principal means of subsistence for some 600 fisherfolk. 

Plastic and aluminum containers and other rubbish were gathered by experts from a private diving school, which for the last eight years has helped with clean-up efforts in one of the country's most important water sources. 

In addition to the clean-up, the minister of Environment and Natural Resources, Walter Jokisch, and representatives of the Fish Development center released 50,000 'alevín' fishes to boost the lake's population

ARGENTINA: Eco-Home on Display
BUENOS AIRES - A house constructed of discarded materials at a cost 75 percent less than traditionally-built homes has become the star of an exposition organized this month by the Metropolitan Design Center of the Buenos Aires government. 

The walls of the home are made using cardboard containers, which insulate against humidity and are resistant to fire. They are covered by bricks made from shredded plastic bottles and straw, with a mix of cement and plastic. The building's energy source includes a solar panel.

PERU: Christmas Breads to Be Healthier

LIMA - Bakery companies in Peru are to begin using a natural enzyme of European origins in producing sweet breads for the Christmas holidays in December, replacing potassium bromate, a carcinogen that was banned in this country on Oct 10 by the Environmental Health Directorate. 

The use of the new enzyme marks the baking industry's reaction to the ban, which is largely the result of an ingenious campaign by the Peruvian Consumers Association. 

Potassium bromate has been used since 1914 as an additive to flour for producing bread and other baked goods because the substance adds volume to the final product. But since 1983, efforts have been under way worldwide to eliminate it. 

CHILE: Flotilla of Eco-Boats

SANTIAGO - More than 200 students participated in a unique regatta at Boca de Concón beach, on he Chilean coast, navigating the Pacific in "eco-boats" made from plastic bottles they had gathered during a clean-up day at the beach. 

The initiative, which on Oct 12 drew students from three high schools, marked an effort to remove waste and raise awareness about the need to rehabilitate the marshlands of the mouth of the Aconcagua River into the bay of Concón, 150 km northwest of the capital. 

The boats were made by gathering the bottles in long polyethylene sleeves, and structured like canoes, according to the design of Juan Ciorba, a professor at the University of Valparaíso's school of design.
COLOMBIA: First Dictionary on National Plantlife

BOGOTA - The National and Antioquia universities of Colombia are putting together the first dictionary of the country's flora, announced scientists at the eighth Latin American Botanical Congress, held in the northwestern Colombian city of Cartagena last week. 

The new dictionary is to be published by year's end and will include the scientific and common names of each of the 12,000 plant species found in the country, as well as the etymological origin of the name, the history and geographic distribution of each type, making it the most complete in Latin America, say the project's organizers. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA (RONA)

22 October 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Ivory stocks might be sold, Baltimore Sun, 22/10:  Five nations in southern Africa seek to raise money by disposing of stockpiled tusks, but some conservationists predict a resurgence in poaching.  The five countries are seeking approval for a special sale of their combined 87 tons of stockpiled ivory -- and limited annual sales thereafter. They will be making their case next month in Santiago, Chile, at the meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species.  At next month's CITES meeting, Kenya, joined by India, will be lobbying to place elephants on a list of the world's most endangered species, a move that would prohibit even legal ivory trade. Conservationists fear that the legal trade of ivory will awaken a huge new market that cannot be met through the proposed limited sales by southern Africa, so dealers would start turning to illegal means of obtaining ivory.  (See http://www.sunspot.net/news/printedition/bal-te.journal22oct22.story)

The Science and Politics of Super Rice, NY Times, 22/10:  Until recently, China seemed to be positioning itself as a world leader in bioengineered foods, spending tens of millions of dollars on new technologies and touting the benefits of genetically modified rice, soybeans and other crops.  Now, though, the nation has imposed tough restrictions on domestic planting of genetically modified (GM) crops and strict labeling rules for GM imports.  Observers say the sea-change reflects a growing concern on the part of Beijing that small-scale Chinese farmers won't be able to compete with imports from US agribusiness (many of them genetically modified) and a realization that GM restrictions could essentially serve as trade protections.  They also say China's love affair with GM foods has cooled in the face of growing worldwide fears about the safety of such foods -- fears that could cause the nation's agricultural industry to suffer if it became a GM pioneer. The general sense is that the risks are too high and the market is too small for most GM crops.  (See http://www.nytimes.com/2002/10/22/business/worldbusiness/22GENE.html?ex=1036308854&ei=1&en=6371ca999f890d7f)

US NEWS

Study says people populate most of planet, Reuters, 22/10:  Humans take up 83 percent of the Earth's land surface to live on, farm, mine or fish, leaving just a few areas pristine for wildlife, a report from the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) and Columbia University's Center for International Earth Science Information Network in New York says.  People also have taken advantage of 98 percent of the land that can be farmed for rice, wheat or corn, said the report.  Their map, published on the Internet at http://www.wcs.org/humanfootprint, adds together influences from population density, access from roads and waterways, electrical power infrastructure, and the area used by cities and farms.

Calif. Smog Agency Seeks Ban on Dry Clean Chemical, Reuters, 22/10:  Southern California's clean air agency has proposed the nation's first ban on a toxic chemical used in dry cleaning that officials say makes the cleaners a greater cancer risk than oil refineries or power plants.   The South Coast Air Quality Management District, which regulates air pollution in four southern California counties with the worst smog problem in the US, would phase out the use of perchloroethylene or "perc" by the year 2019.   An industry group, the California Cleaners Association, called the proposed ban on perc "overzealous" and said the cost of switching to a new system would put mom-and-pop operators out of business. The association said numerous studies have failed to show a conclusive link between perc and cancer.   (See http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story2&cid=571&ncid=751&e=8&u=/nm/20021022/hl_nm/smog_chemical_dc)

CANADIAN NEWS

Ottawa slow to clean up toxic brews at sites across Canada: watchdog, Canadian Press/Montreal Gazette, 22/10:  Federal officials are all but ignoring ticking environmental time bombs at more than 3,600 toxic sites and 17 abandoned mines under their care, warns Canada's environment watchdog.  The government is also failing to monitor toxic chemicals in the blood, breast milk and urine of Canadians.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={8CA107E5-D049-4D33-A447-22BF3F42FBCF})

Ottawa ordered to pay U.S. firm -- [image: image1]NAFTA tribunal's decision gets muted reaction from Canadian government, Globe And Mail, 22/10:  A NAFTA tribunal has ordered Canada to pay more than $8.2-million in compensation to an Ohio waste-recycling company that had suffered under a temporary ban on exports from Canada of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).  S.D. Myers Inc.,a small family-owned company that treats PCBs in the United States, had sued Ottawa under Chapter 11 of the North American free-trade agreement for wrecking its Canadian business through the interim ban.  The NAFTA ruling stems from November, 1995, when then-environment minister Sheila Copps banned the export of Canadian PCB waste. The ban was later lifted in February, 1997, but S.D. Myers argued the interim prohibition on exports wiped out more than $50-million in PCB export work it had lined up in Canada.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment)

On the Kyoto Protocol debate, articles included:

· Kyoto time bomb, National Post, 22/10:  Even if Canada reaches Kyoto targets by 2012, its growing population means energy use would have to decrease each year after that to maintain those levels.  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={D5AB6255-F529-4E45-A4C1-58064D0833E4})

· Lengthy Kyoto talks projected, Toronto Star, 22/10:  The federal government expects to still be negotiating key parts of its Kyoto action plan as late as 2004, according to a draft summary of the plan.  Confirmation of this drawn-out timetable will likely feed concerns among MPs and the provinces that the government intends to push ratification of the Kyoto Protocol through Parliament in December without explaining exactly how the international treaty will be implemented.

· Plan to cut greenhouse gases must recognize economic diversity, Canadian Press/Ottawa Citizen, 22/10:  Reports that Alberta and Ottawa are edging closer to an agreement on the Kyoto accord to reduce greenhouse gas emissions show that a negotiated compromise is possible, according to the Ontario Premier, as long as some kind of arrangement takes into account regional economic differences.  (See http://www.canada.com/news/story.asp?id={A7A12AD8-7410-4AAF-A9C1-B83094E5BA55})
· Ontario stand on Kyoto as hazy as smog on a summer day, Globe and Mail, 22/10:  Ontario has been adept enough at exploiting the federal government's clumsy handling of the greenhouse-gas issue that no one really knows what the province is thinking.  The kernel of the government's position is clear enough. It says it can't take a position on Kyoto until the federal government releases details about targets for cuts in greenhouse-gas emissions.   (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment
· How fast should we go on Kyoto?, Globe and Mail, 22/10:  Two articles, [image: image2]”Ottawa has made a rash decision that will cost ordinary Canadians”, says Calgary lawyer Joe Lougheed; the other, “The cost only rises as we delay Kyoto” is by Desiree McGraw, a Montreal-based consultant in international negotiations, and lecturer on globalization, development and the environment at McGill University.  (See http://www.globeandmail.com/environment
*******

_______________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Stephane Dujarric, Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly.

           Briefing by the Associate Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           **OIOS report

           Good afternoon.  At 10:30 this morning, the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) of the United Nations  released a report that concluded an investigation into alleged sexual exploitation of refugees by humanitarian aid workers and peacekeepers in refugee camps in West Africa.

           Dileep Nair, the Under-Secretary-General for OIOS, reported to you that the allegation in the report of

     widespread sexual exploitation of refugees was not confirmed by their investigation.  However, OIOS has confirmed that the conditions in the camps and in refugee communities in the three countries make refugees vulnerable to sexual  and other forms of exploitation and such vulnerability increases if refugees are female and young.

           OIOS has made 17 recommendations to assist the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees

     (UNHCR) and its partners in further addressing the issue, and to follow up on cases with the relevant organizations employing staff who have been using their position for exploitative purposes.

           The Secretary-General, in a note transmitting the report to the General Assembly, says he fully concurs with its recommendations and notes that measures are being taken or initiated to correct many of the issues raised in the report.

           “Sexual exploitation and abuse by humanitarian staff cannot be tolerated”, the Secretary-General says.  “It

     violates everything the United Nations stands for.  Men, women, and children displaced by conflict or other disasters are among the most vulnerable populations on earth.  They look to the United Nations and its humanitarian partners for shelter and protection.  Anyone employed by or affiliated with the United Nations who breaks that sacred trust must be  held accountable and when the circumstances so warrant, prosecuted.”

           We have copies of the report upstairs, as well as the statement made by Emergency Relief Coordinator,

     Kenzo Oshima, and a list of remedial measures taken by UNHCR and other humanitarian agencies.

           **Security Council

           The Security council is holding an open meeting today under the presidency of Cameroon on “Strengthening  cooperation between the United Nations system and the Central African region in the maintenance of peace and  security”.  There are 30 speakers, including the Foreign Ministers of Congo, the Central African Republic, Gabon and  the Democratic Republic of the Congo as well as Equatorial Guinea.

           There are 30 speakers, including the Foreign Ministers of Congo, the Central African Republic, Gabon and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, as well as Equatorial Guinea.

           Also among the speakers are senior representatives of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),   the World Bank, the African Union and the 11-member Economic Community of Central African States.

           In his opening remarks on behalf of the United Nations Secretariat, Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Tuliameni Kalomoh, noted that the political, socio-economic, security and humanitarian situation in several countries in the subregion is a source of serious concern.

           Mr. Kalomoh cited, as an example of one of the challenges being responded to by the United Nations, the

     efforts by the United Nations Observer Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo to disarm, demobilize and  repatriate foreign armed groups.  That affected not only the Democratic Republic of the Congo, but also Rwanda,  Burundi, Uganda, and Sudan.  The success of the initiative depends primarily on the political will of the countries in the  subregion, and on the cooperation of the international community as a whole, especially by providing the necessary funds.

           The successful integration of ex-combatants requires a comprehensive approach by the entire United Nations  system, working hand in hand with the World Bank.  He said this approach should address security and human rights,  as well as economic and developmental aspects of reintegration into society.

           **Secretary-General's Travels

           The Secretary-General is winding up his trip to Central Asia.  He is in Ashkabad, Turkmenistan, where he met  today with President Saparmurat Niyazov. They met one-on-one for an hour before being joined by their delegations,  and had an additional exchange in front of the press.

           The Secretary-General told the press that he and the President had discussed how best to consolidate the

     peace in Afghanistan, and he thanked Turkmenistan for its contribution to that effort and for its plan to build a gas  pipeline through Afghanistan.  Security, he said, is linked not only to Islamic extremism, but to economic and social development.

           They also discussed environmental issues, and the Secretary-General congratulated Turkmenistan for its

     support of the treaty establishing a nuclear-free zone in Central Asia.

           In the evening, the Secretary-General and his wife, Nane, were the guests of honour at a dinner hosted by the  President.

           This morning, the Secretary-General and his party concluded their visit to Tajikistan by touring the country’s Drug Control Agency, which was set up in 2000 with the assistance of the United Nations Drug Control Programme  and has, since then, seized some 750 kilograms of heroin, mostly of Afghan origin.

           Speaking to reporters as he was leaving Tajikistan, the Secretary-General said the work of the drug agency

     shows what can be achieved in cooperation with the United Nations and the countries that are determined to fight drug  trafficking.

           The Secretary-General's wife, Nane, also spoke to reporters about the trip to Tajikistan, saying that the

     Secretary-General had told the girls they had met on the trip that a nation that has not used 50 percent of its human resources will lose out, “like an eagle that cannot fly with only one wing”, she said.

           **Deputy Secretary-General

           The Deputy Secretary-General is on her way back to New York and she will be back in the office on

     Thursday.  This morning, she left Kabul after a three-day visit.  In Kabul today, she met with members of the

     Independent Human Rights Commission.  She was also briefed on the Commission’s work and its need for support from the United Nations.  

           Ms. Fréchette said she was encouraged by her discussion with them and agreed on the importance of human  rights awareness and education.  She said, “Human rights is not only a question of legislative backing, but also needs  to be in the hearts and minds of people so that human rights can be defended over time.”

           **Middle East

           As you recall, late yesterday afternoon we issued two statements, one on the Middle East and one on Côte

     d'Ivoire, and I will just read those into the record.  On the Middle East, the Secretary-General "is appalled by the terrorist car bomb attack in northern Israel on Monday in which at least 14 people were killed and many others injured. 

     He reiterates his condemnation of attacks against civilians in the strongest possible terms and conveys his heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims and the Government of Israel.  The Secretary-General once again calls on all Palestinian groups to stop immediately all such acts of violence."

           **Côte d'Ivoire

           Concerning the Côte d'Ivoire, the Secretary-General, in the statement yesterday, said he is "encouraged by

     the cessation of hostilities.  He urges the parties to do everything possible to consolidate this important step through dialogue and national reconciliation.  The United Nations will continue to support the sustained efforts of the Economic  Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to help the Ivoirian people achieve peace, tolerance and prosperity in  their country."

           The Secretary-General calls "on other international partners to remain attentive to the needs of Côte d’Ivoire in  this difficult period".

           **Iraq Oil

           Today, being Tuesday, we have our regular weekly update from the Office of the Iraq Programme, which points out that Iraqi oil exports under the programme registered an unprecedented average of three million barrels per day.

           This is triple the average of daily volume of exports since the beginning of the current phase, phase 12, which  started on 30 May 2002.  Previously, the average had fluctuated around one million barrels per day.

           The week’s exports totalled 21.2 million barrels for an estimated revenue of $547 million.

           So far in this phase, Iraqi oil exports have generated an estimated $3.8 billion in revenue.  This current phase ends on 25 November. 

           Iraq would need to export about $7 billion worth of oil in the current phase in order to meet its humanitarian programme budget of over $5 billion.

           We have the full update upstairs.

           **Bosnia and Herzegovina

           Turning to Bosnia and Herzegovina, the United Nations Mission in that country as well as the Office of the

     High Representative today sent out letters to all Bosnia’s political parties and interior ministries, condemning any form  of political obstruction in the work of the country’s law enforcement agencies.

           The letter says, “We will not tolerate any attempts by political or criminal elements to obstruct or subvert the  work of the police forces of Bosnia-Herzegovina”.

           We have copies of that letter upstairs.

           The United Nations Mission in Bosnia is wrapping up its work at the end of the year, and the "draw-down" of  its personnel has started, with groups of police monitors from the Mission’s International Police Task Force starting to  return to their home countries. 

           We have more details on that in the mission notes from Sarajevo.

           And I’d also like to remind you that tomorrow the Security Council will hold an open meeting on Bosnia, and  that both Jacques Klein, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Bosnia, as well as Paddy Ashdown, the High Representative in that country, will be speaking.  In addition, Mr. Klein will hold a press conference at 3 p.m.,  right here in this room, to speak to you about the mission draw-down.

           **International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia

           Yesterday in The Hague, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia unsealed the indictments of three Bosnian Serbs accused of involvement in the 1995 massacre at Srebrenica.  All three were charged with genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes.

           And we have a press release upstairs available with more information.

           **Human Rights

           Turning to human rights, the report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to the General Assembly on  her work over the past year -- and this is the last such report to have come out under Mary Robinson’s tenure –- is out  on the racks today.  In it, she says that the year-long period through the end of this August has been a challenging  one for human rights.

           There is no doubt, the report says, that the consequences of the September 11 attacks, which shocked the

     conscience of humanity, had the greatest impact on the human rights work of the United Nations, with international attention focused on eradicating the scourge of terrorism.

           Yet the report adds that there is growing evidence that, since September 11, some States have taken

     measures that violate their human rights obligations, on matters ranging from torture to asylum rights to freedom of  expression and privacy.  “What is new after September 11”, the report says, “is the perception in some quarters that  human rights transgressions may be overlooked until terrorism is defeated”.

           **UNHCR

           UNHCR today reports that, with a fourth-quarter shortfall, it could be forced next month to halt a number of its obligations, unless donor governments provided immediate funding.

           To get through the remainder of this year, UNHCR still needs $80 million dollars to maintain at least minimum standards for refugees under its already twice-reduced annual programme budget.

           “These cuts have been extremely painful and have affected refugees and our work on their behalf around the world", said the High Commissioner, Rudd Lubbers.  “I now urgently call on donor governments to help us ensure that refugees get all the help they deserve through the end of this year.”

           Concerning the situation in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, UNHCR reports that hundreds of Congolese refugees fleeing weekend fighting for the eastern town of Uvira arrived in western Tanzania on Monday, as the impact of   the most recent conflict in the south Kivu region spread to more countries in the Great Lakes region.

           The more than 500 Congolese arrivals in Kigoma, Tanzania, bring to nearly 13,000 the number of Congolese who have sought asylum in neighbouring countries following the recent fighting in south Kivu.

           The majority of the refugees are in Burundi, while smaller numbers have also gone to south-western Rwanda.

           Also on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the World Food Programme (WFP) today expressed its

     concern at the situation in that country.  The WFP says it has put in place an emergency plan to respond to the needs of nearly half a million people, who are considered especially vulnerable.

           For more information, you can pick up the Geneva briefing notes as well as the UNHCR briefing notes.

           And one more note on the Great Lakes Region:  Carolyn McKaskie, who is as you know, the United Nations  Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator will be our guest tomorrow and she will brief you on her recent trip to the region.

           **Secretary-General's annual report on staffing

           The annual report by the Secretary-General on the staffing of the United Nations Secretariat, showing its

     demographic composition and geographic distribution of staff of the past year, is out on the racks today.

           **Signings

           New Zealand signed today the agreement on the privileges and immunities of the International Criminal Court,  becoming the 23rd country to do so.

           **Concert for UN Day

           And in observance of United Nations Day, a concert of traditional Korean music will be held here in the

     General Assembly Hall at 7 p.m. on Thursday.

           The Secretary-General and the President of the General Assembly will make opening remarks.

           The concert consists of performances by the Korean Broadcasting System's Traditional Music Orchestra.

           And all accredited correspondents who wish to attend should call the Media Liaison Office at (212) 963-6934.

           **Press Conferences

           And lastly, a press conference tomorrow in addition to that of Jacques Klein, which I've already mentioned.   Ambassador Gabriel Valdes of Chile and others will brief you on the implementation of the Security Council's  resolution 1325 on "Women, Peace and Security".

           And at 1 p.m., Paddy Ashdown, the High Representative in Bosnia and Herzegovina, will also be speaking to  the press.

           And that is it for me.  Any questions?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:  The report on sex abuse, we've been waiting for it to come down and it hasn't.  When you said it's  upstairs, is it in your office?

           Spokesman:  The OIOS report?  Yeah, it's been in the third floor Spokesman's office since this morning.

           Question:  [inaudible] who gave the briefing said that we could come up there and get it.

           Spokesman:  Sorry.  "There" is room 378. 

           Thank you.  Richard?

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly

           Good afternoon.

           The First Committee continues consideration of draft resolutions on all disarmament and international security agenda items.

           And the Special Political and Decolonization Committee this afternoon continues its general debate on a

     comprehensive review of the whole question of peacekeeping operations in all their aspects.

           The Second Committee concludes a general discussion on environment and sustainable development in the

     areas of disaster reduction, implementation of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, the Convention on   Biological Diversity and implementation of the programme of action for the sustainable development of small island developing States.

           The Fifth Committee concludes a general discussion of the Programme Budget for the biennium 2002-2003, and review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the UN.

           The Sixth Committee takes up draft resolutions on the report of the United Nations Commission on

     International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), the security and safety of diplomatic missions, and protocols relating to the  protection of victims of armed conflicts.

           This afternoon there will be a round table on “Reducing the risk of biological weapons”, co-sponsored by the  Department for Disarmament Affairs and the NGO Committee on Disarmament.  Donald Mahley (United States), David  Boucher (United Kingdom) and Professor Matthew Meselson of Harvard and Sussex Universities will speak.  The  media are invited to attend this round-table, which will be held in Conference Room C at 3 p.m. today.

           Any questions?  Thank you.

· *** *

________________________________________________________________________________________
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* * * *

Sexual exploitation of refugees


22 October – Charges of extensive sexual exploitation of refugees in West Africa by aid workers and United Nations peacekeepers have not been confirmed by a thorough investigation by the UN watchdog office, which today issued concrete recommendations for preventing and handling even isolated cases of abuse.


The UN Office for Internal Oversight Services (OIOS) released its 37-page findings, which were produced in response to a consultants’ report, commissioned by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and Save the Children (UK), which found “widespread” sexual exploitation within the refugee communities in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone.


During a six-month investigation which began in February, OIOS could not substantiate any of the 12 cases in the consultants’ report. Aside from those allegations, however, OIOS also looked into 43 additional cases of possible sexual exploitation and was able to substantiate 10 of them, including one involving a 44-year old UN Volunteer who had sexual relations with a 15-year old refugee, but denied paternity after she became pregnant. His contract has since been terminated. In another case, a peacekeeper serving with the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) sodomized a 14-year old boy. The soldier has since been repatriated, and UNAMSIL has asked the troop-contributing country to take action against him.

Despite these cases – which UN officials stressed could not be tolerated – “none of the allegations against any regular UN staff member was substantiated, so in OIOS’s view, the consultants’ allegations of widespread sexual exploitation by UN aid workers and peacekeepers cannot be substantiated,” OIOS chief Dileep Nair said at a press conference in New York. “Indeed we feel the consultants’ report unfairly tarnished the reputation and credibility of a large majority of UN aid workers and peacekeepers who are out there in the field.”

The report did confirm that conditions in the camps and in refugee communities in the region make refugees, especially young women, vulnerable to sexual and other forms of exploitation. The report offers a series of proposals for action by UNHCR and other humanitarian agencies as well as the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations. Many of those have already been implemented.
 
“We view the problem of sexual exploitation of refugees and displaced people with the utmost gravity,” said Kenzo Oshima, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator. “While the vast majority of humanitarian workers are dedicated to helping people in need with deep commitment and with integrity, the IASC [Inter Agency Standing Committee] position has been and remains that ‘one case is too many.’”  

Mr. Oshima described the IASC plan of action to combat the problem and its core principles for a code of conduct. “Among other things, the code explicitly prohibits sex with children under 18, prohibits the exchange of money, employment, goods or services for sex, calls for discipline, including dismissal, against those who violate the code of conduct, and requires staff to report suspected abuses,” he explained.

“While the immediate investigation may now be largely complete with the release of the OIOS report, the work of the humanitarian community to ensure the protection of the populations we work with is an ongoing effort, one to which we are deeply committed,” Mr. Oshima stressed.

* * *
Central Africa

22 October – While the United Nations system would offer needed support, the restoration and consolidation of lasting peace in Central Africa remains the primary responsibility of the governments and peoples of the sub-region, a senior UN official told the Security Council today as it began an open meeting on the issue.

UN Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Tuliameni Kalomoh said in his opening remarks that despite various efforts in the sub-region, several of the 11 members of the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) have been afflicted by armed conflicts, cross-border tensions, armed incursions resulting in the deaths of innocent people, and wanton destruction of infrastructure as well as the outflow of millions of refugees, returnees and displaced persons.

The UN has shown its support of fighting these negative developments by enhancing the sub-region’s capacity for early warning, prevention and peace consolidation over the long-term, Mr. Kalomoh said. It has also created, in May 1992, the Standing Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa, with the mission to limit arms, carry out disarmament projects and build confidence among the States in the sub-region.

UN support could also be seen in UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s dispatch of special envoys to the sub-region and the Security Council’s deployment of peacekeeping and peace-building operations to respond to specific situations, such as the disarmament, demobilization and repatriation of foreign armed groups in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda and the Sudan.

The success of UN initiatives, however, would depend on the political will of the parties concerned as well as the provision of necessary funds by the international community, Mr. Kalomoh said. “Unless the necessary resources are made available, ex-combatants are unlikely to be successfully reintegrated into their home communities,” he stressed.

To effectively consolidate peace agreements reached in the sub-region, Mr. Kalomoh called for comprehensive reintegration packages from the entire UN system and the World Bank. “This approach,” he said, “should address the security and human rights, as well as the economic and developmental aspects of reintegration into society.”

In addition to all 15 Council members and the Foreign Ministers of some of the countries of the sub-region, the daylong programme also included the participation of officials from the World Bank, UN Development Programme (UNDP), the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the African Union and ECCAS.

* * *

Secretary-General

22 October – Arriving in Turkmenistan today for the last leg of his Central Asia trip, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today thanked the country for its contribution towards rebuilding neighbouring Afghanistan.

Speaking to the press following an hour-long one-on-one meeting with President Saparmurat Niyazov, the Secretary-General said they had discussed how best to consolidate peace in Afghanistan, adding that he also voiced appreciation for Turkmenistan’s role in that effort and for its plan to build a gas pipeline through Afghanistan. 

He also pointed out that security is linked not only to Islamic extremism but also to economic and social development.

Mr. Annan said he and the President also discussed environmental issues, and that he congratulated Turkmenistan for its support of the treaty establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia.

This morning, Mr. Annan concluded his visit to Tajikistan by touring the country’s drug control agency, which was set up in 2000 with the assistance of the UN Drug Control Programme. It has since seized some 750 kilograms of heroin, mostly of Afghan origin.

“Given the nature of the problem – it’s a huge problem – this is a small effort, and yet, if every country and every region attempted to tackle it the way we are trying to do it here, we will, together, be able to contain this scourge,” the Secretary-General told reporters before leaving Tajikistan.

* * * 

Human rights

22 October – The past year has been a challenging one for human rights, with the 11 September attacks against the United States having “no doubt” the greatest impact on the work of the United Nations as international attention focused on eradicating the scourge of terrorism, according to the annual report of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.

The report, the last by former High Commissioner Mary Robinson to the UN General Assembly, stresses that international resolve and cooperation are vital in combating terrorism. Yet there is growing evidence that since 11 September 2001, some States have taken measures that violate their human rights obligations on matters ranging from torture and asylum rights to freedom of expression and privacy.

“What is new after 11 September is the perception in some quarters that human rights transgressions may be overlooked until terrorism is defeated,” the report says, noting that some countries, taking advantage of the situation, have adopted severe measures that violate fundamental freedoms and undermine legitimate dissent.

“This is unfortunate and counterproductive, as the best long-term strategy to isolate and defeat terrorism is by respecting human rights, fostering social justice and enhancing democracy,” the report says.

The report goes on to describe other aspects of the High Commissioner’s work over the past year, including dealing with human rights and conflict, particularly in Sierra Leone and Timor-Leste (formerly East Timor) and fostering national protection systems through the strengthening of human rights institutions in various countries.

Stating that her time as High Commissioner has been “an enormous privilege and at times a daunting challenge,” Mrs. Robinson says the major focus over the coming years needs to be on developing and strengthening national protection systems, “because it is at the national and local level that human rights are either protected or violated.”

* * *

Afghanistan


22 October – Human rights in Afghanistan topped the agenda of activities today by United Nations Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette as she continued her official visit to the war-ravaged nation.

In meetings with Ms. Fréchette, members of the Independent Human Rights Commission described the support they need from the UN and the Afghan Government to get fully established. Priorities in the period ahead include raising human rights awareness throughout the country, Commission members said, voicing hope that human rights principles would be incorporated into the future constitution of Afghanistan. 

The Deputy Secretary-General agreed on the importance of human rights awareness and education. “Human rights is not only a question of legislative backing, but also needs to be in the hearts and minds of people so that human rights can be defended over time,” she said.

Ms. Fréchette also met with representatives of civil society, including lawyers, teachers, human rights advocates and media representatives. According to a UN spokesman, their discussions touched on implementation of the Bonn Agreement, which forms the basis for the country’s political transition, as well as upcoming elections, human rights and judicial issues.

* * *
Bosnia and Herzegovina

22 October – The United Nations Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH) and the top civilian official responsible for implementing the Dayton peace accord today wrote to the country’s political parties and Interior Ministries denouncing interference with local police work.

“We condemn in the strongest possible terms any form of political obstruction of the work of law enforcement agencies, and give our full support to all Police Commissioners and their counterparts at the entity and state level in Bosnia-Herzegovina as the senior operational police commanders,” said the letter sent by UNMIBH and High Representative Paddy Ashdown.

According to the letter, pressure is being put on senior police officers by a number of “political players, including Ministers of Interior and some political parties,” with the aim of exerting political influence on the police.

“Political interference in operational police matters is in clear contradiction of the principles of democratic policing and is entirely unacceptable,” the letter said. “We will not tolerate any attempts by political or criminal elements to obstruct or subvert the work of the police forces of Bosnia-Herzegovina.”

The letter stressed that the Mission and the Office of the High Representative will continue with democratic police reforms in the country, including a zero-tolerance policy of political interference in law enforcement. “The people of Bosnia-Herzegovina deserve a non-political police force that serves them, not the politicians or their parties,” the letter said.

In other news, UNMIBH said today that it has begun the downsizing of its law enforcement personnel, as the Mission is due to complete its mandate at the end of the year. Since last week, groups of monitors belonging to the International Police Task Force (ITPF) have been leaving the country and returning home.

About 470 international police officers will remain in Bosnia and Herzegovina to serve under the European Union’s Police Mission, which will take over for UNMIBH on 1 January.

* * *

UNHCR


22 October – The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) today warned that a severe funding crisis could force the agency to halt a number of its operations unless donor governments provide immediate funding. 

To get through the remainder of 2002, UNHCR still needs $80 million to maintain at least minimum standards for refugees under its annual budget, which swelled this year to meet Afghanistan’s extensive needs. While the Afghanistan programme has been fully funded, others – particularly in Africa – are suffering. Faced with a tepid donor response, the agency has already slashed some $92 million from the annual budget. 

“These cuts have been extremely painful and have affected refugees and our work on their behalf around the world,” said High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers. “Amid growing needs, UNHCR is struggling to meet the minimum requirements of millions of refugees.”

In a letter to top donor governments last week, UNHCR warned that without new contributions, it would be unable to fund field operations for the coming two months. According to agency officials, this “hand–to–mouth” situation has led to frustration among field staff and leaves the agency with little or no cushion to deal with any new emergencies. 


While the biggest refugee operations are currently in Africa, the shortfall is being felt globally, agency spokesman Ron Redmond said. “Affected programmes range from water, health, education and agricultural projects for Eritrean refugees and a reduction in security in Tanzanian camps to cuts in the provision of winter clothes for children in the Caucasus and the cancellation of a planned relocation of refugees in Thailand and Papua New Guinea currently staying in insecure border regions,” he said. 

UNHCR’s 5,000 staff help nearly 20 million refugees and others of concern in 114 countries. More than 80 per cent of the agency’s staff serve in the field, mostly in difficult and often dangerous areas.
* * *

DR of Congo

22 October – Another 500 people fleeing fighting in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) have arrived in Tanzania, bringing to nearly 13,000 the number of Congolese who have sought asylum in neighbouring countries, the United Nations refugee agency said today.

The latest wave into Tanzania comes on top of a sudden large influx of Burundian refugees, a spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNCHR) said at a press briefing in Geneva. So far this month, more than 11,000 Burundian refugees have fled into Tanzania – 5,000 of them last week.

“The new arrivals are outstripping UNHCR’s reception capacity at a transit centre” in Mbuba, close to the border area, spokesman Ron Redmond said.

More Congolese might be headed for Tanzania following unconfirmed reports on Sunday that the Maï-Maï militia, who had held the town of Uvira for about one week, had withdrawn southwards, taking with them a significant number of civilians, the spokesman said. Refugees who arrived yesterday had been forced to flee southwards, along the shores of Lake Tanganyika, when Burundian border authorities denied them entry into Burundi.

Burundi had closed its borders on Saturday to an estimated 20,000 Congolese who fled an overnight counter-offensive against Uvira by the rebel Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD-Goma), according to Mr. Redmond. The stranded Congolese, however, returned to their homes on Sunday following an appeal by RCD-Goma leader Adolphe Onusumba.

Mr. Redmond said a similar appeal, meanwhile, to Congolese refugees at two UNHCR sites in western Burundi to return home were ignored. The UN agency had registered more than 5,200 refugees at a temporary site at Gatumba, close to the Burundian capital of Bujumbura since Sunday, and was assisting 4,600 refugees at a site in Rugombo, Cibitoke Province, where 41 communal shelters were constructed for 3,000 people.

* * *

Iraq


22 October – Continuing an erratic pattern seen over the past year, Iraqi oil exports jumped sharply to hit an unprecedented high over the past week, according to the United Nations office running the humanitarian “oil-for-food” programme that allows Baghdad to use a portion of its crude revenues to purchase relief aid.


Exporting 21.2 million barrels at an average of approximately €26.35 (euros) $25.80 each, Baghdad earned about  €559 million or $547 million over the past week, the Office of the Iraq Programme reported today.

This marks a tripling in volume since the beginning of the current phase of the programme on 30 May. During that period, daily exports fluctuated at around $1 million.


UN officials said the recent sharp jump comes amid numerous uncertainties among oil buyers arising from occasional suspensions by Baghdad, the practice of “retroactive pricing” put in place to deter illegal kickbacks, and the general international climate with regard to Iraq.

* * *

UN staffing

22 October – While most United Nations Member States are within the range of acceptable staffing limits, citizens from 16 countries did not occupy any positions within the UN Secretariat while 11 other nations are underrepresented among its personnel, according to a report by Secretary-General Kofi Annan released today.

The text, which is based on information as of 30 June, follows an annual request by the UN General Assembly for the Secretary-General to report on the composition of the Secretariat’s staff by demographic characteristics and geographical distribution.

According to the report, the number of un-represented countries is down from 18 in the previous year, and includes Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahrain, Brunei Darussalam, Guinea-Bissau, Kiribati, the Marshall Islands, Monaco, Nauru, Palau, Moldova, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Turkmenistan, the United Arab Emirates and Uzbekistan.

In contrast, the report says 20 Member States, including Argentina, Belgium, Cameroon, Canada, India, the Russia Federation, Nigeria and Pakistan, are over-represented among the UN staff.

On gender representation, the number of women in senior policy-making levels increased 39 per cent, from 79 to 110, between 1998 and 2002. Comparing data from 1992 with those from 2002, the report says the percentage of female staff in posts subject to geographical distribution rose to 41 per cent, from 30.6 per cent, over the decade. Of a total of 2,492 staff in such positions, 1,022 are women, the first time the number surpasses 1,000.

Overall, the report says the gender distribution of Secretariat staff shows an almost balanced division at 50.9 per cent to 49.1 per cent, in favour of women. But “the nearly evenly balanced overall gender situation disguises differences in gender representation by category, department or office,” the report says, adding that the number of women in the most senior positions – Under-Secretary-General and Assistant Secretary-General – fell 1.6 per cent from 2001 while the number in the Director category went up by 1.3 per cent.

Meanwhile, staffing in 14 departments and UN offices grew by 5 per cent or more since 1 July 2001, with the most significant increases occurring in the Department of Peacekeeping Operations, which rose 24.9 per cent. The Economic Commission for Africa grew by 35 per cent last year due to “the targeted recruitment exercise aimed at bringing down the high vacancy rate and the turnover resulting from the ageing ECA staff population.”

* * *

Small island developing States

22 October – The international community must live up to global commitments to meet the needs of small island developing States, a senior United Nations official has told the General Assembly.

Anwarul Chowdhury, the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States, called for priority attention to the issue in an address to the Assembly’s Economic and Financial Committee on Monday. 

Looking ahead to the 10-year review of the Programme of Action adopted in 1994 at a UN conference on small island developing States held in Barbados, he said it must “agree on specific measures to assist developing States in attaining sustainable development.”

For his part, Ambassador Chowdhury pledged to “coordinate, advocate and mobilize international support measures and resources in favour of these vulnerable countries.”

He reviewed activities toward that end undertaken by his Office so far this year, including providing crucial input to the World Summit for Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg. 

“My Office is determined to spare no efforts to forge the needed global partnership and to secure commitments to a resurgence of political will matched by adequate technical and financial resources,” he said.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "greenhouse" ��BBC - Urgent  need to cut  greenhouse gases'


�� HYPERLINK  \l "municipality" ��Gulf News -  Municipality plans clean-up� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "sustainability" ��New Straits Times (Malaysia)  -  How accountants figure in sustainability�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Ivory" ��The Baltimore Sun - Ivory stocks might be sold�
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