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UN DONATES POUNDS 19M TO CLEAN UP RUSSIA'S POLLUTED ARCTIC SHORES 

      BYLINE: STEVE CONNOR SCIENCE EDITOR 

      HIGHLIGHT: 

      The Kola peninsula, home to military bases such as Severomorsk, is the source of most heavy metal

      pollutants in Russia's Arctic 

AN INTERNATIONAL effort to clean up pollution in the Russian Arctic is to begin with a multimillion-pound

      project to identify its ten dirtiest hotspots. 

      Decades of industrial and military activity had led to a catastrophic degradation of some of the most

      precious regions on Earth, which were now facing the additional threat of global warming, experts said. The

      United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) promised $ 30m (pounds 19m) of seed- money to

      detect the worst sites in an attempt to encourage Russia to tackle the massive problems resulting from

      activities ranging from mineral mining to the dumping of nuclear submarines. 

      Although the money is the most substantial international investment yet in the clean-up of the Russian

      Arctic, it is still relatively small given that economists believe that as much as $ 40bn will be needed to make

      a discernible impact in the region. The project, called the Arctic Marine Environment Protection Programme,

      is being organised by the Advisory Committee on the Protection of the Sea (Acops), a non-governmental

      organisation based in London. A third of the money will come from Unep, a third from Russia and a third from  other countries, such as Canada, the United States and Iceland. Other Arctic countries such as Sweden and      Norway may also contribute. 

      Tim Turner, the project's technical adviser, said the aim was to raise awareness of the issue and draw up a

      plan of action. "We're helping the Russians to identify the key hotspots, and this $ 30m will act as a catalyst

      for more funding," he said. "It will help Russia to identify what it would like to do strategically over the next

      10 or 20 years. What we want to do is to ensure that once this process starts, it will help to ensure that

      such problems don't happen again." 

      In addition to military bases and nuclear-powered submarines, the Russian Arctic is home to sprawling

      industrial concerns such as oil and gas production, mineral mining and smelting. The marine environment of

      the Arctic supports a wide range of wild mammals, such as polar bear, narwhal, walrus and beluga whale, as

      well as several species of rare birds such as auk and ivory gulls. 

      In addition to considering wildlife, the project will take into consideration the impact of pollution and

      industrial development on local indigenous people - there are eleven ethnic groups living in Russia who are

      considered to be Arctic dwellers. A spokesman for the project said: "These indigenous populations are

      threatened by dislocation, interactions with immigrants and the associated decline of traditional activities

      and values." 

      Two thirds of the heavy metal pollutants - such as cadmium and mercury - detected in the atmosphere in

      the High Arctic originate from industrial activities in Russian smelting and mining factories, such as those

      located on the Kola Peninsula and the industrial complex around the city of Norilsk, the most northerly in

      Russia. 

      Studies had shown that levels of heavy metals in the ground around a factory or mine could exceed

      background levels for up to 20 miles from the actual source, the spokesman said. Animals at the top of the

      Arctic food chain, such as polar bears, birds of prey and some species of predatory fish, were particularly

      vulnerable to a build-up of chemical pollutants in their tissue. 

      Lord Hunt of Chesterton, chairman of Acops and a climate scientist, said that the involvement of the

      international community was a critical aspect of the project, which was supported by the highest levels of

      the Russian government. 

      "The principle of partnership which underlies this project is reflected in the wide array of governments and

      institutions which are supporting it," Lord Hunt said. 

      One area of concern was that, with global warming, the Arctic permafrost could begin to melt, causing

      further environmental degradation. "Our view is that we should be engaged, we should talk to them and

      make sure there is a clear monitoring of the permafrost and these processes," Lord Hunt said. ___________________________________________________________________________ Press Association

October 22, 2003, Wednesday 09:00 AM Eastern Time
Peer urges stronger Russian ties on climate change

      BYLINE: Amanda Brown, Environment Correspondent, PA News

      BODY:

      The UK should develop stronger scientific links with the Russians as pressure grows for action on climate

      change, a leading scientist and Labour peer said today.

      Lord Hunt of Chesterton, chairman of the Advisory Committee on the Protection of the Sea, made his plea at

      a Westminster news conference to launch a project aimed at cleaning up pollution hot spots in the Arctic.

      Lord Hunt said it was his view that "more should be done" to forge contact with the Russians in this area. 

      But he believed the problem was a question of attitude towards climate change among the Russian scientific

      community.

      Russia is being urged to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, brokered by Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott in 1997,

      which for the first time commits countries to legally binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions, the chief

      cause of climate change.

      But its chances of success in slowing down the process is limited without Russian backing.

      The crucial role of the Arctic in global weather patterns is now under scrutiny along with the problem of

      industrial pollution in the region.

      Lord Hunt said: "We had a very interesting discussion when we were preparing this programme, with the

      Russian Academy of Sciences.

      "The conversation that we had was quite similar to ones I have had with geologists in the United States or

      even geologists in France.

      "There is a geological view of climate change, which is that we are going to be having another Ice Age soon

      and what are we worrying about?

      "It's a question of timescales and this historical view of climate is a very dominant view in Russian academic

      circles.

      "This isn't political, it's a Russian academic view.

      "They have been less persuaded by the big climate change predictions which have actually dominated the

      Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

      "So there is an academic element and it's not cynical. It's genuinely a scientific view.

      "Our view is that we should be engaged, we should talk to them and make sure there is a clear monitoring of

      the permafrost and these processes."

      Lord Hunt added that he has asked the Government questions in the House of Lords on the need to have

      good scientific links between the UK and Russia because they "are very weak".

      "The amount of scientific exchange is minuscule. We want them (the Russians) to join the Kyoto Protocol

      and, if I may say so personally, more should be done," said Lord Hunt.

      Klaus Toepfer, executive director of the United Nations Environment Programme, told the news

      conference that Russian President Vladimir Putin "is well aware of that activity (melting permafrost) and we

      are all underlining again that, with regard to climate ch ange, there are no winners, only losers.
___________________________________________________________________________

The Hindu

October 23, 2003

DIFFICULT TO MEET NEW EU TARGET ON HCFCS: INDIA

      BYLINE: Our Staff Correspondent

. India has expressed reservation over phasing out the production and use of hydrochlorofluorocarbons

      (HCFCs) before the targeted date of 2040, proposed by the European Union (EU).

      The consultative committee of Members of Parliament which met here today said that since developing

      countries, including India, have included HCFC technology as a transitional arrangement and no funding was

      available for the changeover, it would be difficult to phase out HCFCs as per the accelerated reduction

      schedule proposed by the EU. 

      The EU has been trying to accelerate the exercise by bringing in amendments in the Montreal Protocol and

      citing availability of alternative technologies.

      As per the schedule, developing countries were to totally phase out the use and production of HCFs by the

      year 2040. The meeting also observed that the transfer of technology from the Ozone Depleting Substances

      (ODS) to non-ODS was effective in the consumption sector but difficulties were encountered in the

      production of substitutes for ODS.

      Again, as far as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) were concerned, the Ministry of Environment and Forests has

      constituted a special committee to look into the possibility of illegal trade of CFCs to meet the demand,

      following reduction in the production.

      Another reason cited for smuggling or illegal trade was the difference in the price in the domestic and

      international market. A national strategy for training of customs and other enforcement officials has also

      been prepared.

      Total production and consumption of CFCs is to be carried out by 2010, though India claims to have reduced

      CFC consumption by 2,165 MT from the baseline consumption of 6,681 MT in 1995-97.

      Production and consumption of halons, another ozone-depleting substance, has been phased out. The

      national phase-out plan of yet another ODS, carbon tetra chloride (CTC) has been approved by the

      executive committee of the Montreal Protocol at a cost of $ 52 million.

      The members were informed that 13 new ozone-depleting chemicals had been identified but not controlled

      by the Protocol. The UNEP Technology and Economic Panel (TEAP) has been reviewing the production and

      consumption pattern of these chemicals.

      Those who attended the meeting were Ranganath Mosra, Abrar Ahmed, Raj Babbar, Jagannath Mallick,

      Rupchand Murmu, D.M. Vijaya Kumari, Chandresh Patel and Amarsinh Vasantrao Patil.

      The Union Environment Minister, T.R. Baalu, chaired the meeting.
___________________________________________________________________________

Press Enterprise (Riverside, CA)

October 22, 2003, Wednesday

 Conference focuses directly on the sun: RANCHO MIRAGE: Organizers discuss solar power  technology and ways to increase its use.

      BYLINE: BARBARA HERNANDEZ; THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE

      With outside temperatures topping triple digits, officials from 17 countries began meeting Tuesday to discuss the sun and how to  use it better to produce energy.

      The International Executive Conference on Expanding the Market  for Concentrating Solar Power is sponsored by the California  Energy Commission, the U.S. Department of Energy and the United

      Nations Environment Programme. 

      Organizers say they will discuss solar power technology and ways   to increase the financial investment by countries into the  energy source.

      "Many countries have an energy resource as valuable as coal and  gas," said Frederick Morse, president of Morse Associates, Inc.  and also the organizer of the conference. "We have a lot of  countries with a lot of sun."

      California was considered an ideal place for the conference  since it's home to the largest concentrated solar power project in the world -- the Kramer Junction solar plants in Boron, said  Percy Della, spokesman for the California Energy Commission.

      Chandra Shekhar Rajan, energy secretary for the state of Rajasthan in India, came to the conference in hopes of finding investment in his state's capital projects.

      Some people live in the desert regions of Rajasthan in small villages and resent people in large cities who have stable  electricity, while they have only a few hours a day.

      The state decided to create small, decentralized solar power  plants to provide energy to their citizens in the desert, he

      said.

      "We are now starting the bidding for investment in a 140  mega-watt power plant," he said.

      The project could serve as many as 100,000 homes.

      Development banks, such as the World Bank, European Investment  Bank and the Global Environment Facility, are now supporting the use of new solar power technology.

      The conference continues through Thursday.
___________________________________________________________________________

NY TIMES

China's Boom Adds to Global Warming Problem

October 22, 2003

 By KEITH BRADSHER

ZHANJIANG, China - China's rapid economic growth is producing a surge in emissions of greenhouse gases that threatens international efforts to curb global warming, as Chinese power plants burn ever more coal while car sales soar.

Until the last few months, many energy experts and environmentalists said, they had hoped that China's

contribution to global warming would be limited. Its state-owned enterprises have become more efficient in their energy use as they compete in an increasingly capitalist economy, and until recently official Chinese statistics had been showing a steep drop in coal production and consumption.

But new figures from Chinese government agencies confirm what energy industry executives had suspected: that coal use has actually been climbing faster in China than practically anywhere else in the world.

To the extent that global warming is caused by humanity, as many scientists believe, this is a serious problem because burning coal at a power plant releases more greenhouse gases than using oil or natural gas to generate the same amount of electricity.

China's rising energy consumption complicates diplomatic efforts to limit emissions of global warming gases. The International Energy Agency in Paris predicts that the increase in greenhouse gas emissions from 2000 to 2030 in China alone will nearly equal the increase from the entire industrialized world.

China is the world's second largest emitter of such gases, after the United States. But China's per-person energy use and greenhouse gas emissions remain far below levels found in richer countries. The emissions are, for example, roughly one-eighth of those per capita in the United States.

As a developing country, China is exempt from the Kyoto Protocol, the pending international agreement to limit emissions of greenhouse gases. When President Bush rejected the Kyoto Protocol two years ago, he portrayed China's exemption as  ratification by Russia to take effect.

Another developing country exempt from the protocol, India, is also showing strong growth in emissions as its economy prospers. General Motors predicts that China will account  for 18 percent of the world's growth in new car sales from 2002 through 2012; the United States will be responsible for 11 percent, and India 9 percent.

Official Chinese statistics had shown a decline in coal production and consumption in the late 1990's, even as the economy was growing 8 percent a year. But many Western and Chinese researchers have become suspicious of that drop over the last several years.

They point out that the decline assumed that local governments had followed Beijing's instructions to close

47,000 small, unsafe mines producing low-grade coal and many heavily polluting small power plants. Yet researchers who visited mines and power plants found that they often remained open, with the output not being reported to Beijing because local administrators feared an outcry if they shut down important employers.

China's National Bureau of Statistics has not revised its coal figures for the late 1990's, but its latest data show

that coal consumption jumped 7.6 percent last year. A Chinese official said the bureau was likely to report a

similar increase for this year. Even those figures may be low: Chinese coal industry officials have estimated that coal consumption may be rising more than 10 percent a year.

China is now the world's largest coal consumer, and its power plants are burning coal faster than its aging

railroads can deliver it from domestic mines, most of which are in the north. So the country is importing coal from Australia. This steamy city of 640,000, with its deep-water port, is the main receiving point in southern China.

As fishermen in wooden boats brought conical wicker baskets full of silvery, sardine-size fish ashore at dawn on a recent morning, the sun began illuminating an enormous, coal-fired power plant with a big freighter from Australia tied up next to it.

The plant is only nine years old. Zhanjiang drew itselectricity over high-tension lines from other cities to

the north before then. But the power plant is already inadequate for the area's needs, even though it is twice

the size of a standard coal-fired plant. With blackouts frequent here for lack of power, construction has just

begun on another, adjacent power plant, that one oil-fired.

Other figures from the Bureau of Statistics have also shown very large increases in energy consumption lately. China's electrical power generation, the main use of coal in China, jumped 16 percent in the first eight months of this year, nearly four times as much as Western experts expected. Power generation is poised to grow swiftly in the years to come, with China's output of equipment for new power plants rising by two-thirds in a single year.

China has also become the world's fastest-growing importer of oil, with foreign purchases surging nearly a third thisyear, although some of those imports went into stockpiles in January and February as a precaution in case the war in Iraq disrupted shipments from the Middle East.

The Chinese are using more energy in their homes, too, as China has turned into the world's largest market for

television sets and one of the largest for many other electrical appliances.

A 53-year-old retired saleswoman here said that for more than half her life, her only electrical appliance at home was a light bulb.

She and her husband bought a black-and-white television set in 1984, then a refrigerator in 1988. Now she has an air-conditioner, which she acquired in 1998, along with two color televisions, an electric rice cooker, a radio, the refrigerator and many lights.

"Only the old people do not have air-conditioning now," said the woman, Ms. Long, who, like others interviewed in this militarily important city, insisted on giving only her family name.

Environmental groups that once promoted China as a good example are now increasingly worried. "If they're seeing 6 and 7 percent growth, that is obviously a concern," said Dan Lashof, a climate change expert at the Natural Resources Defense Council, which has done several studies of Chinese energy use.

But environmentalists are also loath to criticize China too strongly, partly because Chinese emissions per person are still so much lower than those in the developed world, and partly because China has been trying with some success to improve the energy efficiency of its industries. Programs like requiring electrical appliances and building designs to waste less energy show considerable promise, said

Barbara Finamore, the director of the Clean China Program at the council.

The central government in Beijing has had repeated difficulties in forcing provincial governments to pursue

recent efficiency programs. China no longer has the central  planning mandates to order improvements, but has not yet developed market-based incentives, like higher prices, to encourage people to curb their consumption of fossil fuels, Ms. Finamore said.

China's central bank is nervous that some sectors of the economy, especially luxury housing construction, are

growing too fast, and it is trying to restrain them. If it succeeds, that could temper somewhat the increase in energy use.

China is not alone in consuming a lot more energy, although its enormous population of roughly one and a quarter billion, and rapid economic growth mean that its increases dwarf those of any other country in the developing world. India, for example, is also showing rapid growth in energy use. In populous countries from Indonesia to Brazil, power plants are burning more and more coal and oil to meet ever growing demand for electricity from industry and households.

Even some climate experts in developing countries are conceding that their emissions need to be addressed when international talks begin in 2005 on what will follow the Kyoto agreement, which calls for industrialized nations to reduce their emissions by 2012. Considerable reluctance persists among developing countries, however, to accept the kind of specific limits prescribed for wealthy countries by the Kyoto Protocol. "There's going to be a fairly heated debate about what developing countries should do in the next round," said Rajendra K. Pachauri, an Indian engineer who is the chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a United Nations group that assesses the causes and consequences of rising temperatures.

The Chinese government is drafting a series of new economic policies, some of which will concern energy, and is expected to release them soon. Senior Chinese officials did not respond to requests for interviews over the last two months.

Two fairly senior Chinese officials said in earlier,  separate interviews, after President Hu Jintao succeeded

Jiang Zemin in March, that an active debate was under way over the extent to which conservation should be balanced against economic growth.

Growth in Chinese coal consumption should slow somewhat in the next four years. Completion of the Three Gorges dam and  five nuclear power plants will provide considerable additional electricity for China's national grid by 2007, although posing different environmental risks from coal.  But Larry Metzroth, a coal and electricity specialist at the International Energy Agency, warned that with no further large hydroelectric or nuclear power projects planned in China, coal consumption "is going to pick up again after 2007."

Beijing's official New China News Agency recently predicted that China's capacity to generate electricity from coal would be almost three times as high in 2020 as it was in 2000.

If China can continue to sustain 8 percent annual economic growth, then the next big growth area in greenhouse gas emissions is likely to be cars. China is already the world's fastest-growing car market, with sales up 73 percent this year.

China has just one-twentieth as many cars now as the United States, because car sales were tiny until the last three years. But a swift expansion of auto factories in China, together with rising household incomes and the growing availability of auto loans, has led to the surge.

Here in Zhanjiang, downtown streets are already clogged with cars. One of the best businesses in town seems to be a corner store in the city's old quarter, an area of tightly packed three-story homes with traditional tile roofs. The corner store sells every possible kind of fuse, tubing and wiring for electricians, and it was so busy that the store's owners barely had time to speak.

"People are rewiring a lot," said Mr. Pong, the patriarch of the family that runs the store. "Or they just demolish the old and build new." 

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/10/22/science/22WARM.html?ex=1067824627&ei=1&en=2a72ab010b3055d6

___________________________________________________________________________
BBC

Ivory sales will 'boost poaching' 

     By Julianna Kettlewell 

     BBC News Online science staff 

     East Asia's booming ivory trade could send elephant numbers into freefall if  the current ban on ivory selling is temporarily lifted, campaigners say. 

     They fear poachers will use the cover of a planned one-off sale of African ivory stockpiles to go on a killing spree of the threatened animals. 

     The Far East's love for ivory could help push elephants to the brink of extinction  within 20 years, they argue. 

     Numbers have already dwindled from one million in 1980 to just 500,000 today.

     Booming trade 

     South Africa, Namibia and Botswana have received permission under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) to sell 60  tonnes of government ivory stocks after May 2004. 

     Much of the ivory has been confiscated from poachers. 

             Anybody who thinks the ivory trade is dead and buried needs to think again - it is very much alive 

             Will Travers, CEO, Born Free Foundation 

     But a group of conservation organisations, headed by Save the Elephants, is concerned that an injection of ivory into the market could wet the global appetite for tusk products. 

     And in turn, this could encourage illegal poachers to try to meet the demand. 

     Save the Elephants sent undercover researchers to China, Hong Kong, Japan, South Korea and Taiwan to find out what current global demand is like. 

     The researchers, Esmond Martin and Dan Stiles, found 54,000 pieces of ivory on sale in the five markets. 

     "This suggests roughly 27 tonnes of ivory is still in circulation globally more than 10 years after the trade was banned worldwide," Daniel Stiles said. 

     "That translates to about 3,500 tusk-bearing elephants and, probably, to the slaughter of more  than 5,000 because poachers commonly mow down whole herds, including young." 

     Although overall the ivory trade has shrunk in East Asia since the ban was introduced in 1989,  there is still a worrying quantity of artefacts on sale, especially in China and Hong Kong, say

     the researchers. 

     "I found 35,000 pieces of ivory for sale in Hong Kong," said Esmond Martin. "But it wasn't in  the back-street markets - it was in all the major tourist areas, the expensive hotels. People are

     buying it." 

     In order to disguise the fact they are selling illegal ivory from recently killed elephants, retailers will often "antique" it - they make it look old by smoking it to give a yellowish appearance. 

     "Anybody who thinks the ivory trade is dead and buried needs to think again - it is very much alive," said Will Travers, director of the Born Free Foundation. 

     Mass Slaughter 

     Save the Elephants and its co-funding organisations believe that if more ivory enters an already booming market, poaching could drive elephants to extinction within the next two

     decades. 

     "If the ivory ban is undermined by any sales at all, it could have a cascading effect," said Iain Douglas-Hamilton, head of Save the Elephants. 

     "Although the ivory trade has been depressed, we fear that could be reversed if the sales go  ahead." 

     Cites has said the profits from new ivory sales, estimated to reach $5m, will be spent on elephant conservation. 

     But these campaigners say the cost of tackling the increased poaching that would follow could dwarf any profits the sales might realise. 

     "We feel that any lift in the ban should be very strictly monitored," Iain Douglas-Hamilton said. "That is the only way we can stop things getting out of hand." ___________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

 Don't Relax Ivory Trade Ban, Activists Urge

  Wed Oct 22,10:36 AM ET

 By Jeremy Lovell 

 LONDON (Reuters) - Any relaxation in the global ban on trade in ivory could trigger an explosion in demand and decimate already dwindling African elephant herds, activists said on Wednesday. 

 After permitting a one-off sale of 50 tons of Southern African ivory in 1999, the Convention on Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) gave the green light last  year to South Africa, Namibia and Botswana to each sell 30 tons more after 2004. 

 "We are at a critical time in history for elephants. We are right on the edge of seeing a legalization of the trade in ivory," Saba Douglas-Hamilton of Save the Elephants campaign group told a news conference. 

 CITES finally banned all trade in ivory in 1990 after a long and emotional campaign spurred by a halving of the African elephant population through intense poaching. 

 There has been pressure ever since for the ban to be lifted. 

 "The CITES-permitted sales...could stimulate poaching. It would be better to wait for more information," said Dan Stiles, co-author of three reports on the ivory trade. 

 "Prices of ivory crashed after the ban on trade, but they are now rising again, reflecting rising demand," he added. 

 The latest report, published on Wednesday by Save the Elephants, identified China as the principal culprit in the rising illegal trade in poached African elephant tusks. 

                      "China gets more smuggled raw ivory from Africa than any other country in the world," said Stiles, who spent a month in the country researching his sections of the report. 

                      The vast bulk of the ivory is carved in small workshops scattered around China and re-exported via Hong Kong and Macao, although there is a rising domestic market too as the Chinese economy expands. 

                      The majority of the exported ivory finds its way west to Europe and the United States -- often hidden in consignments of legal mammoth ivory or artificially aged to evade the ban. 

                      Mammoth ivory, now starting to come onto the market in large quantities as global warming (news - web sites)  thaws the permafrost in Canada and Russia and exposes the corpses of the long-dead woolly giants, is virtually indistinguishable from elephant ivory. 

                      However, unlike elephant ivory, mammoth tusks smell and are harder to work but are not covered by the CITES ban. 

                      Although there are occasional seizures of illegal ivory -- with a massive 1.9 tons taken just earlier this month in Hong Kong -- activists believe it is just the tip of the iceberg. 

                      To make matters worse, poachers in Africa have taken to wiping out whole herds of elephants at a time to  make it easier to collect the tusks, Stiles said, noting that 50 tons of ivory represented up to 10,000 slaughtered elephants. 

___________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Typhoid 'rampant' in Tajik capital 

     By Alex Kirby 

     BBC News Online environment correspondent in Dushanbe, Tajikistan  All available hospital beds in this remote mountain capital are occupied by  victims of a typhoid outbreak which is reported to be spreading rapidly. 

     The government was urged to act more than a week ago, but appears to have done little beyond making a single radio broadcast to alert people. 

     Critics say it was anxious to avoid unwelcome publicity during the Asian Games,  which ended here on Monday. 

     Diplomats say they have been warned to keep their children away from school. 

     Typhoid, a water-borne infection, has been virtually endemic in Tajikistan for a decade or more. 

     Water works 

     In the nine months to the end of September, 545 cases were diagnosed in  hospitals in Dushanbe. 

     From 1 to 19 October, 235 new cases were confirmed, and now there are 530  suspected cases. 

     Typhoid causes vomiting, stomach cramps and diarrhoea - it can kill the old, the young and those who are already weakened, though many Tajiks have developed a degree of resistance to it. 

     The city's water system is so out-of-date and antiquated that it has proved impossible so far to eradicate typhoid from the water supply. 

     Tess Dobek works for MVV, the German partner of the city water company in an ambitious World Bank-funded plan to bring the supply up to modern standards.

     She said: "The authorities here were quite unprepared. They had no emergency plan to cope with an outbreak, nor any stocks of emergency

     medicine. 

     "We appealed to the Ministry of Health eight or 10 days ago to warn people, but it fell on deaf ears. So we spent $1,000 dollars on medicines ourselves." 

     All levels 

     Sources have told BBC News Online that the government's reticence is explained by the Asian Games. 

     One Western diplomat said his doctor had advised him against sending his children to school or kindergarten, for fear of catching typhoid. 

     The doctor said there were large numbers of children affected, and the disease  was "rampant". 

     A government commission set up to identify the cause of the outbreak was due  to hold its first meeting on 22 October. 

     Professor Khamdam Rafiev holds the chair of epidemiology at Tajikistan's state  medical university. 

     He said 38% of those affected by typhoid in Dushanbe were children, 11%  were of pre-school age, and 35% were "housewives, pensioners, poor and  homeless people". 

     Vaccine shots 

     Professor Rafiev told BBC News Online: "For every typhoid case that is known officially, you can reckon there are 10 more out there somewhere who we don't  know about. 

     "Medical staff have been going from house to house in parts of Dushanbe asking whether the residents are suffering from typhoid, and advising them to boil their water. 

     "The Health Ministry says water should be boiled for 50 minutes. But apart from the sole radio broadcast, there appears so far to have been no use of the  mass media to alert people." 

     In Tajikistan as a whole, it is estimated that 85% of the population lives below  the poverty line. The average gross domestic product per head is $188, making  it one of the world's poorest countries. 

     Workers for the city water company earn about 70 somoni ($22) a month. The  minimum amount needed to survive in Dushanbe is estimated at $40 a month. 

     Professor Rafiev said Tajikistan would like to buy 300,000 doses of an  anti-typhoid vaccine developed by the former Soviet Union, but could not afford the $3m they would cost. 

     No supplies 

     In August, Tajikistan hosted an international conference, the Dushanbe Fresh Water Forum, at an estimated cost of $1m. 

     He said "dysentery and a whole bouquet of diseases" were widespread in the  capital: "We have been facing an epidemic of typhoid and hepatitis for the last 10 years. We don't know when this typhoid outbreak will stop." 

     Outside the capital the situation varies widely, with some towns and villages enjoying pure water and others no supply at all. 

     One village, 30 km (18 miles) from Dushanbe, home to 2,500 people, went for almost two years without any supply, forcing people to drink from irrigation  channels whose water was polluted with pesticides and fertilisers. 

     A German charity has now provided an $800 pump to ensure the village's  supply. 

     There are plans to fit every house in Dushanbe with water meters over the  next year or so, to try to cut consumption, which can reach 2,000 litres per  head per day, something like 10 times the amount reckoned to be sufficient  globally. 

___________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Accede to UN Law of the Sea, Bush Officials Urge 

                      WASHINGTON, DC, October 21, 2003 (ENS) - A senior Bush administration official is urging the Senate to approve U.S. accession to the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), calling accession "the  highest priority of United States international oceans policy." 

                      In testimony today before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Assistant Secretary of State John Turner said that the convention provides "stable and  predictable rules" for the uses of the oceans, and joining at this time would help promote U.S. efforts to preserve and manage ocean resources. The agreement is consistent with the United States' domestic fisheries laws and its international fisheries agreements and understandings, he said. 

                                      "In fact, the most innovative international fisheries agreements developed in the last decade have as their  basis the convention's statements of the obligations of each party to conserve and manage living marine resources in their own EEZs [exclusive economic  zones] and on the high seas," said Turner. 

                                      Recently negotiated agreements based on UNCLOS, including a new convention on highly migratory species in the Western and Central Pacific, "can bring about an end to rampant overfishing in the years to come," he said. 

                      Turner emphasized that the treaty enhances U.S. objectives as a major maritime power. UNCLOS provisions "preserve the right of the U.S. military to  use the world's oceans to meet national security requirements and of commercial vessels to carry sea going cargoes," he said. 

                      "The rule of law as embodied in the convention underpins U.S. leadership and security," he said. 

                      Turner testified that the United States did not sign the convention in 1982 under President Ronald Reagan because of what it viewed as flaws in the regime for managing deep seabed mining. 

                      A 1994 agreement to amend the convention "overcomes these flaws and  meets the objections the United States and other industrialized countries have expressed," Turner said. 

                      The United States did sign the Law of the Sea Convention on July 29, 1994, but on November 16, 1994, the convention entered into force without accession by the United States. 

                      Deposits on the seabed contain copper, nickel, cobalt and manganese, gold, silver, copper and zinc. 

                      Among U.S. objections to the seabed mining regime were that it was based on a controlled centrally planned economic model that preempted free-market private enterprise, and it did not give the United States and other states with  major economic interests in seabed mining a voice in decision-making commensurate with their interests, according to a 1995 analysis by the Congressional Research Service (CRS), a branch of the Library of Congress providing nonpartisan research reports to members of the House and Senate. 

                      In particular, the United States was not guaranteed a seat on the Council, the decision making body governing the deep seabed regime, and the membership of that body would be dominated by developing countries, the CRS report states. 

                      The United States has explored the seabed for minerals for years. Here a box coring device                     brings up manganese nodules from the tropical  Pacific seabed in 1975 as part of a Deep Ocean

                      Mining Environmental Studies project. (

                      "Furthermore," wrote marine and earth sciences specialist James Mielke, who authored the CRS report, "seabed  mining provisions could be amended and become binding on the United States without our consent, and future  revenues from the deep seabed could be distributed to national liberation  movements over our objections." 

                      The United States also objected to the requirement that seabed mining applicants would have to turn over one-half of their mine site to the Seabed Authority to be developed by its operating arm, the Enterprise, and transfer technology to the Enterprise or  possibly to developing countries, Mielke reported. 

                      In addition, he wrote, "the regime established production controls over certain  minerals, discriminatory economic advantages to the Enterprise, and a system of annual payments that could severely reduce the commercial viability of seabed mining for market economy enterprises." 

                      In separate testimony today, State Department legal adviser William H. Taft IV told the committee that the changes set forth in the 1994 agreement "meet our goal of guaranteed access by the U.S. industry to deep seabed minerals on the basis of reasonable terms and conditions." 

                      Under the agreement the United States, and others with major economic interests at stake are accorded "decisive influence" over future decisions on possible deep seabed mining, Taft said. 

                      The agreement guarantees a seat for the United States on the decision making body and requires financial decisions to be based on a consensus of major contributors, said Taft. 

                      Turner told the committee that the convention "promotes the resource and environmental interests of the United States as a coastal State, including strong obligations to conserve and manage living marine resources and to  protect the marine environment from all sources of pollution, combined with broad and exclusive jurisdiction over living and non-living resources off our coasts." 

                      The convention's regime of access for marine scientific research will support the U.S. role as a leader in efforts to understand the oceans, including their role in global processes, Turner said. "Such research is critical for addressing  problems associated with the use and protection of the marine environment." 

                      The U.S. Commission on Oceans Policy, established by Congress in 2000 to make recommendations for a coordinated and comprehensive national ocean  policy, has unanimously recommended that the United States immediately accede to UNCLOS. 

                      The Commission's resolution says, "Time is of the essence if the United States is to maintain its leadership role in ocean and coastal activities. Critical  national interests are at stake and the United States can only be a full  participant in upcoming Convention activities if the country proceeds with accession expeditiously." 

                      The Republic of Korea, India, France, Japan, Russia, China, Bulgaria, Cuba,  the Czech Republic, Poland, and the Slovak Republic are currently contractors with the United Nations International Seabed Authority and are registered with that agency to explore for commercially exploitable mineral deposits in

                      the deep seabed regions of the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 

                      Turner observed that 143 parties, including most major U.S. allies, have joined the convention, adding, "It is time for us to take this opportunity to demonstrate U.S. leadership on oceans issues by becoming a party to the Law of the Sea Convention." __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Armenia's Vanishing Forests

                      By Anush Dashtents 

                      VANADZOR, Armenia, October 21, 2003 (ENS) - The mountain slopes around Vanadzor, the third largest town in Armenia, were once thickly covered in forests, but there are hardly any left and the few trees that remain seem destined for destruction too soon. 

                      Despite a World Bank program aimed at stopping the logging, it appears to be continuing and no one in government is prepared to take responsibility for a  potential environmental disaster. 

                      "Only a tiny part of the forests was cut down by ordinary city residents," said Nataliya Agababian, a native of Vanadzor who witnessed the entire process.  "The vast majority of trees were felled by the local authorities." 

                      Agababian says that the felling of forest in Vanadzor has become a major industry. 

                      "Look what is happening - the entire city has turned into a timber factory,   manufacturing window frames, doors and parquet floors," she said. "Can't the authorities see this? And if they do see it, how can they allow it?" 

                      The forests are supposed to be protected by law. And a World Bank program, The Natural Resources Management and Poverty Reduction Project, approved last year, aims to "to promote adoption of sustainable natural resource management practices and alleviation of rural poverty" in the regions                    around Vanadzor. 

                      Young people enjoy a day in the forests of Vanadzor 

                      However, the deforestation continues. Several firms have  government licenses to carry                    out "sanitary logging." Several businesses, such as the Mach-Group or the Yerevan Furniture Factory, are                      also engaged, full time and entirely legally, in  manufacturing and selling furniture and other products from the timber industry. 

                      Three years ago, 60 employees of the state forest service Haiantar (Armenian Forest) were accused of illegally cutting down 500,000 square meters (one-fifth of a square mile) of pine forest. However, several employees were subsequently acquitted, and the rest paid a fine and all charges were dropped.

                      The control inspectorate of the presidential administration is looking into Haiantar's activities, jointly with the police, but has so far not made any report on its findings. 

                      Akop Sanasarian, the chairman of the Union of Greens of Armenia, says that local people play a key role in the illegal logging business, "All the residents of regions where there is wood heat their homes with logs in winter." They  buy the so-called timber "off-cuts" after the "sanitary logging." Or they  "comb" the forests of their own accord looking for trees to fell. And then they  sell on the timber or use it to heat their homes. 

                      Sanasarian blames Armenia's environment ministry, which has overall responsibility for the forests, for allowing these practices to continue. 

                      Artsrun Pepanian, the ministry's press secretary, rebutted the charge and declined to comment on allegations of corruption, saying only, "The people who are accusing us should try themselves to work as forestry officers and  receive a salary of 20 to 30 dollars." He said that they have begun entrusting  the protection of the forests to several local authorities. 

                      Because of the logging, the ecological situation around Vanadzor is getting worse and there is now an increasing risk of landslides. 

                      "When it rains, torrents of dirty water come down from the mountains," said Vanadzor resident Grigor Avetisian. "The water floods our home, and more dirt comes with it than we have ever seen before." 

                      Senik Bekchian, the main specialist of the agriculture and ecology department  of the regional authority where Vanadzor is located, said that they had no way of preventing landslides and had only been able to study the problem. 

                      Ruben Petrosian, from the environmental group Green Armenia, said it had developed a program to restore the country's forests, costing US$1,500,000, but there are no funds to implement it. 

                      Until recently, the woodlands of Lori, Vanadzor and Tavush provinces made up two-thirds of the forests of Armenia. However, a recent report from the Centre of Ecological Research at the American University in Erevan, warns   that if felling continues at this rate, in 20 years there will be no woodlands left  in Armenia. 

                      "A forest is not just trees," warned Professor Nora Gabirelian, head of the department of classification and geography of higher plant life at the Institute of Biology at the National Academy of Sciences. "It is a living organism, and each cell is linked with the others. And if trees are chopped down without any                      system, then the consequences will affect everything: springs dry up, the biology is impoverished, and the climate changes." 

                      World Bank experts have calculated that in the last 10 to 12 years, forested areas that once took up 11.2 per cent of Armenia have shrunk by a tenth. 

                      However, Artsrun Pepanian of the environment ministry disputed these figures, saying that it was impossible to make an accurate assessment of this

                      kind. 

                      Pepanian said the situation is bad, but much better than 10 years ago, when Armenia suffered a severe energy blockade during the Nagorny Karabakh conflict. "Up to 500,000 cubic metres of timber is cut down every year - half of  what the figure was 10 years ago," he said. "But at that time, the authorities                      closed their eyes to this, as people were living very badly." 

                      Local people are less optimistic. "I can understand that trees were chopped down 10 years ago so children could keep warm," said Vazgen Karakhanian, an unemployed man from Vanadzor. "But now? They take axes and destroy the forest. They don't spare anything." 

                      Karakhanian says that felling of trees in Vanadzor reaches its peak in the winter months and a new season is beginning "All the neighboring forests  have been chopped down, and now they drive trucks higher into the mountains. When will it end?" he asked. 

                      {Anush Dashtents is a correspondent for Armenia Public Radio. This report is

                      published in cooperation with the Institute for War and Peace Reporting}
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Agencia de noticias de la Amazonia

AMAZON MAGAZINE ON THE COLONISTS AND THE AMAZON IS IN CIRCULATION  
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The 7th edition of the Amazon Initiative Magazine on the Colonists and the Amazon is available.  The publication is a contribution of the Project Amazon Initiative of the Human Rights Latin American Association, ALDHU, with the support of the European Union.  
" The colonial presence in the Amazon implies a complex relation with the indigenous population that many times appears conflicting due to the collision of interests that worsens because of the perception of the problems that the different cultures generate and express.  It is necessary and urgent to strengthen ties and agreements that permit overcoming these conflicts and assume a common policy from respecting the cultural diversity and differences, in order to face together the problems of the region  ", the publication’s editorial note states  

The Magazine, published in Spanish and English, has an interview with the Brazilian Amazon Nazaré Imbiriba who works with colonists in her country, supporting them in the production and commercialization of their products.   The sociologist Vicente Brackelaire devotes  the central topic to the cooperation initiatives in the Amazon, in his article "Who builds the Region". Experts from Bolivia, José Antonio Arrueta; Brazil, Desider Gómez; Ecuador, Lucy Ruíz; Colombia, Darío Villamizar; Peru, Alberto Chirif; and Venezuela, Juan Márquez, give their vision on  the colonization processes in the Amazon of their countries.  The colonization in Guyana and Surinam is also analyzed by Jade Rivera.    

The new edition of the Amazon Initiative Magazine also gathers the actions of the European Union in Venezuela and an interview to the General Coordinator of the COICA Sebastiao Manchineri on the relationship between indigenous people and colonists. The publication has its usual sections of Myths and Legends, Indigenous People and Amazon cooking.  

If you or your organization want to receive the Magazine and are not listed within our subscribers please send us your mailing address to agenot@aldhu.com

 

www.tierramerica.net
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Mining Allowed in Venezuelan Nature Reserve 

By Humberto Márquez*
The Venezuelan government is about to decree new laws for the Imataca forest reserve, in the east of the country. Conservationists are opposed.
CARACAS - The Imataca forest reserve in Venezuela, a country where six of every 10 square km is legally under some form of environmental protection, demonstrates the difficult but inevitable coexistence of the pursuit of profit and the effort to preserve nature. 

President Hugo Chávez is soon to decree new rules for mineral exploitation in Imataca, a reserve established in 1961 in eastern Venezuela, covering 38,219 square km, bigger than Taiwan and nearly the size of the Netherlands. 

More than three million hectares of Imataca, or 80 percent of its total area, are tropical rain forests, with a dozen tree species in high demand for their commercially precious wood. 

How much gold could there be in the reserve? Prospecting studies suggest between 8,000 and 12,000 tons. 

"In just one of the ore deposits, Brisas del Cuyuni, there are 240 tons," Arturo Rivero, of the local Gold Reserve company, told Tierramérica. "Ninety-four percent is in veins, the exploitation of which is less harmful to the environment than sedimentary gold." 

But these calculations "are based on potential. Further exploration on the ground to quantify the reserves is needed," says Manuel Navas, of the Ministry of Mining, which "will not authorize exploitation that is not accompanied by a management project approved by the environment ministry," he adds. 

Environment Minister Ana Osorio said the draft project for Imataca "ratifies the forestry purposes of the reserve, and limits mining activity to (a maximum) of 11 percent of the area," contrary to the previsions of a previous decree, from 1997, that would open 38 percent of the reserve to mining. 

That decree came under fire from conservationists led by Alexander Luzardo, of the Board of Sociologists. A claim was filed with the Supreme Court of Justice, but five years later no ruling has been made on the case. 

In a process of consultations about the new proposal for opening the reserve, the Environment Ministry, environmental groups and local communities, held June through October, ecologists once again expressed their criticisms. 

Luzardo told Tierramérica that the new law would affect "the right of Venezuelan society to preserve in perpetuity the forests in their pristine state, which has a trans-generational and economic value that is greater than immediate use." 

The government project intends to fully legalize mining use of the Imataca, which is "completely incompatible with its forest reserve status," commented Astur Dimartino, of the Venezuelan Audubon Society. 

The reserve would be divided into 10 management zones, among them an integral protection area (eight percent of the total area) and another for the protection of genetic wealth (15 percent), both shielded from all forms of exploitation, but others would be opened to forestry and agricultural activities (33 percent). 

In the middle are the restricted mining areas, and for mining, forestry, agroforestry, with the obligation to include the participation of the indigenous Warao, Pemón and Kariña communities. 
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UNEP and the Executive Director in the News





� HYPERLINK  \l "Arctic" ��The Independent (London)  - UN donates pounds 19m to clean up Russia's polluted Arctic shores�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Climate" ��Press Association - Peer urges stronger Russian ties on climate change*�


� HYPERLINK  \l "HCFCs" ��The Hindu - Difficult to meet new EU target on  HCFCs: India�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Sun" ��Press Enterprise (Riverside, CA) -  Conference focuses directly on the sun�











*  Also printed in the Scotsman
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