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Other Headlines and UN-related news*

· REUTERS  -- Sumatra haze blankets northern Malaysia
· BBC - Community forestry takes  root in Bolivia

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "Degradation" 

ENS -Vietnam Takes Stock of Environmental Degradation
 
· SG's Spokesman Daily Press Briefing 20 September
· UN Highlights for 20 September

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "American" 

North American News Update

· ROA  Media Update

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "ROAP" 

ROAP Media Update

· 

 HYPERLINK  \l "ROWA" 

ROWA Media Update

· UNEP received extensive coverage in Norwegian papers:

on its GRASP project, Virtual University launched by Grid Arendal and general issues from WSSD .  If you are interested in seeing these articles, please contact the Media Unit.

ENS

Migratory Birds and Animals Championed in Bonn 

                      BONN, Germany, September 18, 2002 (ENS) - Climate change is a "huge threat to migratory species," and we must do everything possible to limit this  change, German Environment Minister Juergen Trittin told delegates from 80  countries and environmental groups at today's opening of a global conference  on the conservation of migratory species. 

                      The 7th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of                      Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) will run for a week at the Inernational Conference Centre Parliament Buildings in Bonn. Proposals covering some 36 migratory species will be discussed. 

German Environment Minister Juergen Trittin (Photo courtesy  IISD-ENB)

Trittin, a Green Party minister, said the German  government has committed 500 million euros for   climate change reduction programs, such as   increasing the market share of solar and wind power, in part with the aim of improving conditions for  migratory birds. 

More migratory species are to be included under the CMS treaty during this meeting, said Trittin. Australia has proposed the listing of six large whale species for protection as  migratory animals. 

He warned that migratory ocean species such as whales, seals and turtles, need greater protection from oil spills at sea, and called for greater cooperation among governments to help these animals survive. There is a  "fundamental need to globally coordinate nature conservation," Trittin urged. 

Bonn formally became the headquarters of the CMS Secretariat this morning  with signatures and smiles all around. The Convention came into being in  1979 as a result of the efforts of the government of Germany, the United  Nations Environment Programme, and IUCN, the World Conservation Union. 

On behalf of the Prince of Wales, Arnulf Müller-Helmbrecht, CMS executive  secretary, praised the CMS as a “splendid champion” of vulnerable species for over 20 years. "A great deal has been achieved in the past 20 years by  CMS," the prince said, citing the trilateral cooperation over seals in the  Wadden Sea, and agreements to conserve small cetaceans in the Baltic and  North Seas which are acting as models for agreements in other parts of the  world. 

The Prince of Wales urged nations to ratify a key treaty designed to save albatrosses and petrels. Many of the world's 24 species of albatross are vanishing as hundreds of thousands of birds each year become entangled  and killed on fishing hooks of longline fishing vessels. 

"These sea wanderers have developed their astounding powers of navigation over millions of years, but are now threatened by man - in particular, by use  and abandonment of non-selective fishing gear and by incidental mortality as  a result of commercial fishing activities," the Prince said in his statement. 

Eight countries have so far signed the Agreement on Albatrosses and etrels, but only two, Australia and New Zealand, have ratified it. Five nations must  ratify the treaty to bring it into force, and officials hope this can be  accomplished in early 2003. 

  Longline fishing vessels, which are setting millions of hooks globally each year, could be killing more than 300,000 albatrosses annually, experts estimate.   The number of petrels, a kind of small albatross, being killed by longliners is unknown but is believed to be substantial too. 

                      Albatross, Gulf of Alaska (Photo

                      courtesy NOAA)

                      BirdLife International, an   international coalition of national conservation groups based in Cambridge, UK, has  launched a Save the Albatross  campaign, with the support of   the Prince of Wales. 

                      BirdLife estimates that in 1994  one third of all albatross species were threatened with   extinction. By 2000, this had risen to two thirds. One species, the Amsterdam Island Albatross, is down to just 90 individuals. 

  In Bonn, BirdLife representative John O'Sullivan explained that the fishing lines, carrying thousands of baited hooks, can be up to 130 kilometer (80 miles) long. "After being fired from the ship, they float on the surface. Sea  birds, scavenging behind the boats, can take the bait from the hooks and be   dragged underwater as the lines sink," he said. 

Low cost solutions exist to reduce, and in some cases eliminate, the risks of  these sea birds grabbing bait and drowning on the lines which the agreement would promote. Solutions include using defrosted bait, which means the lines sink faster, to firing the lines at night when most of the birds are resting rather than feeding. 

Inexpensive modifications can be made to vessels so that the lines are fired directly underwater though special tubes. 

"It is vital that those countries with long line fishing fleets take this Agreement seriously," said Müller-Helmbrecht. 

 White terns in flight, Laysan  albatross chicks on the ground. Laysan Island,                                                         Hawaiian Archipelago, 1969.  (Photo courtesy NOAA)

Barry Baker, Australia's scientific counselor to the CMS, said having  five nations ratify the                                                          albatross and petrel agreement is just the   start.  He said there are 15 countries that can be classed as range states, nations were albatrosses and  petrels can be found. There are many more countries with fleets operating in waters where the sea birds can be found. 

Baker said the agreement would not just tackle the impact of insensitive longlining techniques. By forging regional cooperation, signatories would deal with other threats to the birds and their habitats including pollution and plastics, dumped by ships and industry, which albatrosses and petrels can  ingest and choke upon. 

Dr. Claude Martin, WWF director general, addressed the CMS delegates on behalf of the "wider community of civil society," nongovernmental  organizations such as IUCN- World Conservation Union, Wetlands International, and BirdLife International and the many other NGOs with which  the CMS has relationships. 

Martin said the CMS provides "a sound basis for transboundary cooperation" not least with NGOs which since the 1992 United Nations Earth  Summit in Rio de Janeiro have "invested hundreds of millions of U.S. dollars far more money than the GEF had available in biodiversity conservation," Martin said. 

Dr. Claude Martin, WWF director general (Photo courtesy  IISD-ENB)

Cooperation with NGOs through the instruments of  regional agreements stand at the forefront of  migratory species conservation, he said, 

The Agreement on the Conservation of  African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA), whose participants are meeting in Bonn right after the CMS conference concludes, in particular "offers  a real chance in this period after Johannesburg," Martin said. 

 South Africa is expected will include several additional bird species under AEWA, and its signatories will consider the possiblity of extending this  agreement to Central Asia. 

The CMS Secretariat says an "alarming" 24 percent of all mammals and 12 percent of bird species are considered globally threatened. Many of these are  migratory species, which are vulnerable to indiscriminate fishing, unsustainable hunting, habitat degradation and pollution. 

The Pacific Leatherback turtle, once thought to number as many as 90,000

                      nesting females, has declined by some 95 percent in 20 years. 

                      Six species of Sahelo-Saharan Antelopes have disappeared almost entirely                      from North Africa, the Secretariat says, The Siberian cranes that winter in Iran and India are now fewer than a dozen individuals. 

_________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist 

September 21, 2002 

Desert myths won't feed hungry mouths

      THE Sahara is shrinking. Its long southern edge is turning green as farm yields soar and water tables rise   (see "Africans go back to the land as plants reclaim the desert"). If this seems scarcely credible it is   because it flies in the face of one of the most enduring environmental beliefs of our time - namely, that  Africa's deserts are spreading relentlessly thanks to cycles of drought, over-farming and overgrazing. But it    just isn't so. Even as drought looms in southern Africa, the larger arid area north of the equator is blooming -      as it has been for the past decade and more. Of course, bad farming and drought can make deserts grow,    with devastating consequences. The "dust bowl" that formed in the American Great Plains in the 1930s is  ample testimony to that. And African deserts did advance during the droughts of the 1970s and 1980s. But,     as satellite images from the 1990s make clear, they retreated again during years of higher rainfall. 

      Yet the myth of irreversible, long-term African desertification persists. Partly, because it has deep roots:  Victorian missionary David Livingstone was among the first to raise the alarm, a century and a half ago. Partly, because our desire to make sense of a confusing world often results in unreasoned extrapolation from  the local to the global and from the short-term to the long-term. And partly because the notion of  advancing dunes has become too important for careers and reputations to be cast aside lightly. 

      The UN Environment Programme remains one of the worst culprits. At the World Summit, the Nairobi-based  agency once again claimed, in the face of satellite evidence, that desert is consuming almost half of Africa.

      Good intentions are no doubt at work. The Sahel nations are among the poorest on the planet. But their   farmers don't need to be fed environmental myths. They need support for their often successful efforts to  keep soil and water on their fragile lands. They need proper prices for their produce. And they need to know   that the next time drought hits, they will be supported until the rains return. ______________________________________________________________________________________


The Age (Melbourne) 

 September 21, 2002 Saturday 

Ozone Success A Ray Of Sunshine For Australian Scientists 

At last, the global effort to repair the hole in the ozone layer is paying off, reports Melissa Fyfe. 

      In 1985, British scientists published something extraordinary in the journal Nature. The ozone layer above

      the Antarctic, they said, was severely depleted. 

      Refrigerators, phone plastic, industrial solvents and aerosols were the problem's source: there was a hole in

      the sky letting in too many cancer-causing UV B rays, and it was our fault. This was difficult enough to

      accept, but as the science started to stack up, something else extraordinary happened: nations signed the

      Montreal Protocol and started phasing out chlorofluorocarbons. 

      This week, 17 years on from the first scientific proof, came the news that the fight against ozone-depleting

      gases is being won: levels of chlorofluorocarbons are falling. 

      Although scientists had known for four years that chlorine from industrial solvents had levelled off, chlorine

      from CFCs kept rising. But these too are now dropping, says Paul Fraser, chief research scientist at the

      CSIRO's Atmospheric Research Division. 

      Dr Fraser said that meant the Antarctic's ozone hole would start to repair itself. But it will take 50 years for

      the hole to close, and even then - with so many greenhouse gases in the atmosphere - it might never be

      the same as it was. Still, in a world full of grim environment news, this week's news was a rare success

      story. 

      In these difficult days of the Kyoto Protocol, which the United States and Australia have refused to ratify,

      the United Nations probably regards the success of Montreal with disbelief. "Montreal . . . proved to be far

      tougher than anyone had thought possible . . . governments and industry moved further, and faster, than

      anyone would have believed possible," the UN Environment Program's website said. 

      It was not easy. People had to be persuaded to change their behaviour. "It was hard to believe that these

      chemicals - that were so benign, providing us with refrigeration, fire protection, deodorants - were so

      damaging," said Sian Prior, a journalist who worked on the ozone campaign for the Australian Conservation

      Foundation in the late 1980s. 

      In the end, industry's concern about the cost of saving the ozone layer proved unfounded. A 2001

      independent PricewaterhouseCoopers analysis of Australia's Ozone Protection Act found that over the life of

      the legislation (1989-2060) costs of $1 billion would be dwarfed by benefits of $7.4 billion. These included

      fewer skin cancers and cataracts, less damage to human immune systems, less pressure on the health-care

      system, improved farm productivity and more sustainable ecosystems. 

      Milton Catelin, director of ozone protection at Environment Australia, said the Montreal Protocol worked

      because the science was sound, the phase-out scales were manageable, industry - in the end - worked

      together and the damaging chemicals were replaced with economically feasible alternatives. 

      He said that today there were only eight countries outside the protocol. Australia had been a key player in leading the way. 

      Australian CSIRO scientists and Bureau of Meteorology staff were a key part of the global effort to monitor  levels of ozone-depleting chemicals. The bureau and Dr Fraser's Atmospheric Research Division of the CSIRO  run Cape Grim, a monitoring station in Tasmania. 

      Dr Fraser first measured CFCs in Melbourne in 1975 and took his first measurements at Cape Grim in 1976.  The recent breakthrough, he said, was expected but heartening. "I think there is a sense of achievement,"  he said. 

      Danny Kennedy, coordinator of Climate Action Network Australia, an alliance of 22 environmental and

      research organisations, questioned the CSIRO's findings and said the world could not afford to be

      complacent. 

      ALL ABOUT OZONE 

      * The ozone hole was first scientifically proven in 1985. 

      * The hole is above Antarctica and is seasonal, forming September to November. 

      * There is a 60 per cent loss of the Antarctic's ozone during this time. Since the 1990s the Arctic has also   suffered a seasonal loss of 20-25 per cent of its ozone. 

      * Chlorine in the atmosphere also depletes ozone across the globe, reducing the earth's sunscreen and

      letting in more harmful UV B rays. 

      * Scientists predict the hole will begin to repair itself in 2005 and take until 2050 to close over. 

      * It is a long process because most of the ozone-depleting gases live in the atmosphere for between 50 and  several hundred years. 

      SOURCE: THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM, OZONE SECRETARIAT ______________________________________________________________________________________

   Financial Times 

  Sept ember 21, 2002, Saturday London Edition 1 

HEADLINE: Goodbye, hole in the sky: The Montreal protocol seems to have worked - levels of destructive chemicals in the atmosphere have fallen and the ozone layer is expected to begin a recovery within five years, write Vanessa Houlder and Clive Cookson: 

      Scientists are quietly celebrating some good news about the global environment. Two studies published this  week suggest that international action to protect the ozone layer in the upper atmosphere is working. 

      Atmospheric levels of ozone-destroying chemicals, which are being phased out by the 1987 Montreal

      protocol, are beginning to fall. And researchers predict that the ozone hole may have healed itself

      completely within 50 years. Twenty years ago, when scientists working for the British Antarctic Survey

      detected a gaping hole in the ozone layer more than 10km above the earth's surface, the discovery shocked  the scientific world. It meant that more ultraviolet radiation would reach the ground, threatening the health of humans, plants and animals and perhaps affecting climate too. 

      Much of the news over the past two decades has confirmed these fears. The ozone hole has grown

      alarmingly during its seasonal appearance over Antarctica during late winter and spring, reaching 28m square km in September 2000. 

      Areas beneath the hole suffered significant increases in harmful radiation. In one episode, a girl in the

      Falklands suffered third-degree burns after being exposed to the sun for only 30 minutes. During the 1990s a similar though smaller ozone hole appeared over the Arctic and the ozone layer started to thin even over  mid-latitude regions of Europe and north America. 

      Over the past year, however, atmospheric scientists have lost some of their pessimism about the ozone

      layer. A study by the UN Environment Programme and the World Meteorological Organisation, released this week, illustrates the new mood of cautious optimism. 

      It detected "good signs of recovery", though the ozone layer "will remain particularly vulnerable over the  next decade even if countries comply with international agreements to protect it". 

      At the same time, Australian scientists released encouraging findings from the Cape Grim monitoring station  in Tasmania, which tracks the changing composition of the atmosphere. The level of ozone-destroying  chlorine from chlorofluorocarbons has begun to fall, they say - predicting that the Antarctica ozone hole will start to shrink within five years. 

      Paul Fraser, chief atmospheric scientist with the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research

      Organisation, is delighted. 

      "This is big news. We have been waiting for this," he says. 

      Dr Fraser says the findings vindicate the international effort to clamp down on ozone-depleting chemicals, which came into force with the Montreal protocol. This treaty tackled ozone-depleting chemicals such as  CFCs - widely used in aerosols, solvents and refrigerants - by banning their use in industrialised countries by 1996 and phasing them out in developing countries by 2010. It was the first time nations had agreed to  tackle a global problem before its existence had been scientifically proven. 

      The first inklings of a threat to the ozone layer came in the early 1970s. 

      Scientists realised then that CFCs - extremely long-lived molecules - could migrate slowly into the upper  atmosphere, where they would be broken down by solar radiation to release chlorine. Through a chemical  chain reaction, a single atom of chlorine could destroy myriad molecules of ozone, an unstable form of oxygen. 

      But the campaign to impose controls on CFCs, which began in the mid- 1970s, proved highly controversial. Industrialists were initially hostile to the prospect of new regulations, believing that the science was too  speculative, the economic costs were too great and the technical solutions were out of reach. In the end,  however, extensive innovation by chemical companies meant that substitutes for CFCs could be introduced  with far less disruption than industry had feared. 

      Although the Montreal protocol is hailed today - in the words of Klaus Toepfer, UNEP executive director - as  "a success story of which we can all be proud", there are still concerns about its effectiveness. 

      One problem concerns the illegal trade in banned chemicals. Since millions of CFC-dependent refrigerators, air- conditioners and other equipment are still in use around the world, criminals have an incentive to smuggle CFCs across borders. Another threat comes from a range of new chemicals, used in a range of  applications including fire extinguishers and cleaning fluids, that have some potential to damage the ozone  layer, though they are less dangerous than CFCs. 

      A big uncertainty is the complex interplay between climate change and ozone depletion. Global warming at  the earth's surface may be accompanied by cooling in the upper atmosphere, which would accelerate the  chemical processes that lead to ozone depletion. This could postpone the recovery of the ozone layer by as much as 20 or 30 years. 

      Other events, such as the release of particles into the atmosphere by a volcanic eruption, could also

      exacerbate ozone depletion, according to this week's UNEP/ WMO study. 

      Yet the central conclusion of the 250 scientists who produced the study is that the Montreal protocol is

      indeed working. 

      This success has stiffened the resolve of the inter-national negotiators who are attempting to create an

      effective regime to tackle global warming. 

      Admittedly, the problem of climate change is far more complicated and extensive than ozone depletion.

      Whereas the main impact of the Montreal protocol was felt by a relatively small number of industries, notably  chemicals and refrigeration, the attempt to curb greenhouse gas emissions will have an impact on vast  numbers of individuals and businesses. 

      Yet the scientists and policymakers involved in the Montreal protocol are convinced that it offers wider

      lessons. In the view of Dr Fraser, the latest findings on the ozone hole underline the difference that the

      inter-national community can make to environmental issues. "This shows global protocols can work," he  says.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Greenwire 

 September 20, 2002 Friday 

ENDANGERED SPECIES: OFFICIALS MULL PROTECTIONS FOR 36 MIGRATORY; ANIMALS 

Thirty-six migratory species could receive greater 

       protection as the result of a conference now underway in 

       Germany, where officials from at least 100 countries are working 

       to update the Convention on Migratory Species of Wild Animals 

       (CMS). According to the United Nations Environment Program, 

       which helped broker the agreement in 1979 and shares oversight 

       of it, the conference may see a critical mass develop for final 

       approval of a related albatross conservation agreement and 

       expansion of a waterbird pact, and otherwise will look at 

       proposals concerning bactrian camels, Amazonian manatees and 

       numerous whale and bird species. 

       Eight countries have signed the Agreement on Albatrosses 

       and Petrels, but only Australia and New Zealand have ratified 

       it. Ratification by five countries is required before the pact 

       can take effect, and one of the world's most famous 

       conservationists, Britain's Prince Charles, has urged officials 

       to act during the Bonn conference. The primary danger to 

       albatrosses and the smaller petrels is longline fishing, where 

       slow-sinking baited hooks can snag birds diving on them for food 

       and drag them to their death. Cambridge-based BirdLife 

       International estimates that two-thirds of the 24 albatross 

       species face extinction, up from one-third in 1994. Changes in fishing practices that could be called for as a 

       result of the Bonn meeting could include baiting and casting 

       hooks at night, when the birds tend to rest rather than feed; 

       faster-sinking lines; or keeping hooks and lines underwater and 

       away from birds at all times, according to UNEP. "I have every 

       confidence that the Agreement on Albatrosses and Petrels will 

       not only come into force, but prove a turning point in the 

       fortunes of these wonderful and charismatic birds," said 

       Executive Director Klaus Toepfer. 

       Signatories to another CMS-linked pact, the Agreement on 

       the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds, are 

       expected to stay after the conference to consider adding species 

       to the protected list and expanding the geographic reach to 

       Central Asia. 

       According to the CMS Secretariat, 24 percent of all mammals 

       and 12 percent of bird species are deemed globally threatened. 

       Migratory species are especially threatened by fishing, hunting, 

       habitat loss and other factors. UNEP noted that among the most 

       "remarkable" of the species being addressed this week is the 

       wild bactrian camel, a new population of which was discovered in 

       1999 amid salty sand dunes on the edge of the Tibetan mountains. 

       Fewer than 1,000 of the hairy-kneed animals exist in China and 

       Mongolia, poaching, illegal gold and oil mining, and wolf 

       predation helping to bring down their numbers. 

       Large-scale commercial hunting and pollution from oil and 

       gold mining also threaten the Amazonian manatee, one of South 

       America's largest mammals, according to UNEP. Bolivia, Brazil, 

       Colombia, Ecuador and Peru are expected to support greater 

       protections in Bonn. The Philippines, which has already closed 

       its whale shark fishery, is likely to lead the charge for more 

       protection for that massive species, UNEP said. Other species up 

       for discussion include the Saiga antelope; Mongolian gazelle; 

       Antarctic minke, Bryde's, fin, sperm and sei whale species; and 

       19 bird species, it said. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

REUTERS

Sumatra haze blankets northern Malaysia

23 September 2002

  KUALA LUMPUR - Haze from forest fires in neighbouring Indonesia blanketed the northern parts of peninsular Malaysia, reducing

  visibility to as low as three km (two miles), a newspaper and residents said on the weekend. 

  Smoke from forest fires in Sumatra, just across the Straits of Malacca, was expected to affect the states of Penang, Perak and Kedah in the

  next few days, the Sun reported, adding that the government had urged people to wear masks when necessary. 

  Penang, where visibility has fallen to three km from the normal 10 km, is the worst affected as southwest wind from the large Indonesian

  island of Sumatra blows the haze to the peninsula, the paper said. 

  "The northern states could experience hazy conditions for a few days, depending on the wind direction," Shamsudin Abdul Latif, deputy

  director-general of the environment ministry, was quoted as saying by the newspaper. 

  "We detected more than 500 hot spots in northern Indonesia, and more than 900 spots in Kalimantan yesterday," said Shamsudin,

  referring to Sumatra and the Indonesian side of Borneo island. 

  Bouts of haze from forest fires, mainly coming from Indonesia's Kalimantan province on Borneo, have been a problem for six weeks,

  periodically affecting other parts of Southeast Asia. The fires, triggered by both land clearing and slash and burn farmers, create health

  and environmental problems every year. 

  In August, choking haze from Sumatra shrouded some states in the western parts of the peninsula and badly affected visibility in capital

  Kuala Lumpur. 

  "Penang is still hazy this morning even though it has rained. But I guess the situation is not as bad as early last year when haze from

  Sumatra also hit this area," a tin trader in Penang said by telephone. 

  Earlier this year Malaysia banned open burning, even barbecues, with exceptions made for cremations and destroying animal carcasses,

  following a spate of forest and scrub fires around the country and in Indonesia. 

  Thick haze from major fires on Borneo and Sumatra in 1997 and 1998 spread to Singapore and Malaysia and cost regional economies $9

  billion in damage to farming, transport and tourism. 

  Conservationists have long criticised Jakarta for failing to protect its natural resources. Indonesia admits its laws are too weak to deal with

  the problem and is promising reform. 

  Story Date: 23/9/2002 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Community forestry takes  root in Bolivia

21 September 2002                                                     

               Indigenous communities in Latin America hold  land-rights to huge territories. 

               Many of these territories are home to important tropical  forests. Both the communities and the forests are under  pressure from big logging companies and from displaced families looking for land to farm. 

               In Bolivia some communities are resisting these threats by implementing sustainable forestry

               management plans. 

               In a wooden schoolhouse, deep in the Bolivian Amazon, some 30 members of the Yuqui indigenous  group gathered recently to discuss the first two years of their timber-management plan. 

               "Before the plan we would have destroyed the whole forest," explained Jonathan Isategua

               Guaguasu, vice-president of a local indigenous  organisation and former cacique, or leader, of

               the Yuqui council. 

               "This is a great advance, one we never could have dreamed of before." 

               Nomads to landlords 

               The Yuquis traditionally lived as nomadic  hunter-gatherers. Then five years ago they,  and five communities of Mojeno, Mobima,  Trinitario and Uracare were given the 300,000-acre Yuqui indigenous territory (TCO).

               Now, they are using sustainable-forestry practices to conserve the forests and ensure their own survival. 

               That these communities reached this position is down to organisations including the

               Worldwide Fund for Nature. WWF has launched a regional campaign reaching from Bolivia to

               Mexico to promote community forestry as an important preservation tool in Latin America,

               where half the world's tropical forests are located. 

               "In the last two decades, indigenous communities throughout Latin America have received

               millions of hectares of  forested land that is important from a  conservation standpoint," said Nils

               Hager of WWF's Program for Forestry Certification. 

               Compared with Mexico or Guatemala, Bolivia is new to community forestry. But the country has made strides to improve forestry practices. Since the 1996 enactment of a new forestry law, Bolivia has become the world leader in Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification of natural tropical forests,   with nearly 2.5 million acres certified. 

               Another 10-million acres are being operated under management plans that meet many certification requirements, such as 20-year  extraction cycles and diameter limits for exploitable trees. 

               Bolfor, a non-governmental group funded by the US Agency for International Development, helped draft the new law and improve standards at timber companies. 

               Now, with Bolivian and US Government backing, Bolfor has shifted its focus to

               community forestry. 

               Sharing the benefits 

               Initially, the Yuquis wondered why they should  give up unrestricted forestry methods to meet

               the demanding requirements of Bolivia's  forestry law. But having decided to try the

               new approach, the community is warming to  the benefits. 

               The first timber sale, organised through a  public tender, raised $40,000. In a move that  was completely foreign to the communities,  the money was placed in a bank account. 

               The idea was to break the grip  that community leaders had over timber income. 

               "It was very important to put the money straight into a bank and to ensure it didn't pass through the pockets of  the leaders," says Raul Lobo, a Bolfor official who works closely with the Yuqui TCO               communities. 

               "There is starting to be social control over the  leaders. They are beginning to act more          democratically and understand that the TCO  and the resources in it belong to the whole  group." 

               Bright future

               Over half the money deposited was spent in  payments to each family, wages for timber

               workers and purchases of communal items  ranging from metal roofing to outboard motors.

               And there was still $3,000 left to pay for a  timber census in the next area slated for exploitation. 

               Apart from these direct benefits, having a legally respected forestry plan has  consolidated the territorial rights of the six communities and given a point for these distinct ethnic groups to unite around. 

               This year, earnings could  top $50,000, and the communities are hoping that over a few years they will   save enough to buy a  sawmill so they can add  value to their wood by  selling lumber instead of raw

               timber. 

               The communities could also certify their concession, which  might improve prices and broaden the  variety of wood  species they sell. 

               WWF is offering  financial support in this area. But Hager  says certification will  be of no benefit unless the wood can reach US and European markets that place a value on  green seals. 

               And for this to happen the wood will have to be transported, processed and sold by companies that are themselves certified. 

               Whatever happens concerning certification,  indigenous residents believe the forestry plan is helping ensure their place in the TCO. 

               "This management plan is for the future of our children," says Raquel Guagua Subera Isategua

               of the Yuqui community. "So they don't have   to leave the community and become beggars,

               like others we know who don't have land." 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Vietnam Takes Stock of Environmental Degradation 

                      HANOI, Vietnam, September 19, 2002 (ENS) - In the last 50 years, Vietnam's

                      natural forest cover has shrunk from 43 to 29 percent of land area, there is an

                      acute shortage of arable land, and habitat loss has led to a rise in the number

                      of threatened species. These facts are described in a new World Bank report

                      issued Wednesday, "Vietnam Environment Monitor 2002." 

                      Since 1992, Vietnam's economy has doubled, poverty has been halved to

                      about 35 percent of the population, exports have risen by an average of 25

                      percent a year, and foreign direct investment has grown. But this economic

                      growth has brought with it environmental problems experienced by all

                      developing countries. 

                      Carrying chickens through the streets of Saigon (Photos courtesy Simon Rumble)

                                                          Swelling urban  populations are overwhelming municipal                                                        infrastructure and services. Vietnamese cities are marked by unmanaged landfills,  transport related air                                                        pollution, untreated  hazardous waste, and raw sewage flowing in  open channels, the report documents. 

                      Sedimentation, plus point and non-point sources of pollution, are threatening

                      the health of rivers. Overfishing and destruction of coral reefs and mangroves

                      have reduced the fishing yield. 

                      Dr. Pham Khoi Nguyen, vice minister, Ministry of Science, Technology and

                      Environment, says the data gathered for the report will help the country

                      implement its environmental priorities as outlined in the National

                      Environmental Strategy and Action Plan (2001-2010). 

                      "The Vietnam Environment Monitor 2002 has been developed through

                      significant and effective cooperation between the donors, government

                      agencies and national and international consultants and scientists. We hope

                      its impact on our environmental strategy and policymaking will be

                      significant," he said. 

                      The national strategy aims to change the behavior of polluters, and involve

                      communities and citizens more fully in environmental protection. Governments

                      aim to improve institutional effectiveness, and diversify sources of financing

                      for implementing priority programs. 

                                                          Cat Ba Island, Vietnam 

                                                          Klaus Rohland, new  World Bank Country

                                                          Director for Vietnam,says the Monitor is seen as a modest first step to

                                                          address the fact that impressive growth has  come at a price - rapid

                                                          deterioration in the environmental quality and natural resources.

                      By presenting a snapshot of key environmental trends in the country, it isintended to engage and inform stakeholders of key environmental changes as  they occur. 

                      The Danish International Development Agency supported the data collection

                      aspect of the Monitor. It is important to have the data, and equally important

                      that "Vietnamese institutions themselves gather this data and use it for

                      political decisions," said Mikael Winther, Charge d'Affaires for the Embassy

                      of of Denmark. 

                      Vietnam is among the many countries in the East Asia and Pacific Region that

                      the World Bank is assisting in the preparation of Environment Monitors. 

                      Zafer Ecevit, World Bank sector director for Environmental and Social

                      Development said, "We intend to prepare annual monitors for Vietnam, each

                      with special emphasis to priority environment issues in the coming years." 

____________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY BRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Richard Sydenham, Spokesman for the General Assembly President.

           Briefing by the Spokesman for the Secretary-General

           Good afternoon.

           **Background Briefing on Reform

           It is now five years and nine months that Kofi Annan has been quietly working to transform the United Nations into a more efficient and a more effective organization.  On Monday morning, at 10:30, he will come to this room to  present his report on UN reform, containing his vision of what can be improved in his second term.  But it is also a time

     to take stock of what was accomplished in the first.

           Immediately after this briefing, a senior UN official will walk you through that report and embargoed copies will be available, along with an embargoed press kit.  The briefing will be off the record; therefore, the TV cameras will be off. Delegations who have an interest, however, can, as usual, view the briefing in Studio 4.

           And, as usual, when the Secretary-General gives a press conference, there will be no noon briefing, although we will post the news of the day on the Web site.

           **Middle East/Council

           The Security Council this morning held an open meeting to receive a briefing by the UN Special Coordinator on the Middle East, Terje Roed-Larsen, on recent developments in the region.

           Mr. Roed-Larsen noted the deeply unfortunate upsurge of violence in recent days, including two suicide bombings in Israel and a bomb blast at a Palestinian school near Hebron, which he called “repugnant and tragic events”.

           Most recently, he said, the Israeli Defence Force yesterday once again encircled Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat’s offices in Ramallah and carried out major demolitions, in a siege that continues today. 

     Noting recent Palestinian reform efforts, he said, “Yesterday’s incursion and the renewed isolation of President Arafat’s  compound undoubtedly weaken the position of those working for major reform.”

           Mr. Roed-Larsen described the recent work done by the Quartet –- made up of the United Nations, the European Union, Russia and the United States –- including its meetings held this past Tuesday.  There was a common understanding at the

     Quartet meeting, he said, that neither the security problem nor the humanitarian crisis can be fully solved without a  political solution.

           He asserted, “Security first, as the Secretary-General has said so often, is never going to work in the Middle East.  Steps need to be taken not on a sequential basis, but in parallel and with reciprocity.”

           Mr. Roed-Larsen also informed the Council about the continued deterioration of the Palestinians’ humanitarian situation.  The latest report by the Special Coordinator on social and economic conditions, which is to be issued later today, shows that Palestinian unemployment is now around 50 per cent, and that poverty levels have reached 70 per cent in Gaza and 55 per cent in the West Bank.

           We have the text of his briefing available in my Office.  And after the open meeting, Mr. Roed-Larsen and the Security Council members discussed the Middle East further in closed consultations.  And he will speak to you at the Council stakeout once those consultations are finished.

           **Economic Report from UNSCO

           As I just mentioned, Roed-Larsen’s Office is officially releasing the latest economic report on the Palestinian  economy, which you can pick up in my Office.  It will also be posted on the Web in the Newscentre’s Middle East pages.

           The report’s major preliminary findings on unemployment, poverty levels and income losses were released late  last month in Jerusalem, as part of a statement on the rapidly expanding humanitarian crisis in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by the Secretary-General’s Envoy, Mr. Roed-Larsen.  That speech will be distributed with this full, 35-page  report, which covers the first six months of the year, one of the most violent and unstable periods since Israel occupied  the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967.  Its findings are a core part of the ongoing diplomatic discussions that included this week’s Quartet meeting here.

           **Secretary-General Condemns Armed Attacks in Côte d’Ivoire

           Late last night, we issued a statement attributable to the Spokesman on the situation in Côte d’Ivoire.  I’ll just  read it now into the record:

           “The Secretary-General is deeply concerned by reports of armed attacks by elements of the armed forces of Côte d’Ivoire in various parts of the country.  He is particularly saddened by the loss of life that has ensued.

           “He unequivocally condemns any attempt to settle disputes through violence.  He calls on all those involved in  these attacks to immediately and unconditionally cease their activities and submit to the constitutional order.  He also calls on all concerned parties to refrain from any action that could worsen the situation.

           “He deeply regrets that these events are happening at a time when Côte d’Ivoire was moving towards enhancing national reconciliation and broad-based political dialogue in an evolving democratic framework.

           “He reaffirms the commitment of the United Nations to continue to work closely with the Government and people of Côte d’Ivoire as they endeavour to restore peace, stability and progress in the country”.

           **Iraq

           Yesterday afternoon, Hans Blix, the Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) for Iraq, briefed the Security Council in closed consultations about the timetable for work by UN inspectors, following Iraq’s acceptance earlier this week of the inspectors’ return.

           He told the press after the consultations that a first advance party of inspectors could be on the ground by 15 October.  As you know, the Commission will hold talks with Iraqi experts in Vienna, starting 30 September, to finalize practical arrangements for the inspectors’ return.

           Mr. Blix also gave the Security Council a timeline for the first 120 days of the inspectors’ work, as detailed by Security Council resolution 1284.  After a two-month period of preparation, including getting the inspectors’ facilities in Baghdad ready, UNMOVIC could start its work on the ground and begin a 60-day period for examining Iraq’s remaining  disarmament tasks.  The Commission would then report to the Security Council on its work, so that the Council could  approve a programme of work for the inspectors.

           **Bosnia and Herzegovina

           The UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina today strongly condemned the destruction of a newly rebuilt  mosque in Kljuc, after a powerful explosion on Wednesday night completely destroyed its minaret and damaged its roof and windows.

           The mosque had been one of the first to be reconstructed in eastern Herzegovina, and the Mission is urging  the local police to identify and bring to justice the perpetrators of “this malicious act”.  The Mission will also closely monitor the investigation by local police into the incident.  We have a press release on that.

           **Burundi

           The World Food Programme (WFP) has started to distribute 5,800 tons of food aid to assist more than half a million vulnerable people in provinces most affected by insecurity in Burundi.

           The food aid will be given together with seeds and farm tools provided by the Food and Agriculture

     Organization (FAO).  Continual fighting in Burundi has resulted in significant population displacements, erosion of assets, significant livestock theft, as well as destruction of homesteads.  Nearly 1.4 million people in Burundi, mainly internally displaced persons, do not have adequate access to food and thus depend on WFP for food assistance.

           **Sudan

           A memorandum of understanding on United Nations support to mine action in the Sudan was signed

     yesterday in Geneva between the Government of the Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement.  It was also signed by the United Nations.  The memorandum of understanding was signed in the margin of the fourth meeting of States parties to the anti-personnel mine ban Convention and focuses on the request of both parties to the United Nations to implement an emergency mine-action project in the Sudan with the overall objective of reducing mines and unexploded ordnance (UXO) casualties among the civilian population and the humanitarian aid community.  Mine action offices are being established in Khartoum and Rumbek.

           **Angola

           The UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Angola, Erick de Mul, expressed his concern about the critical

     humanitarian situation faced by more than 100,000 persons in the town of Mavinga in the southern province of Kuando Kubango from where he just returned.

           According to Mr. de Mul, of the new areas that have become accessible to humanitarian partners since April,  this has been one of the most difficult to stabilize.  Access is very difficult.  The roads and bridges need repair and the airstrip is wearing down from all the flights bringing in assistance.  The sheer numbers of people in need in Mavinga and surrounding areas is overwhelming, he says.  See a press release upstairs for more information.

           Meanwhile, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Angola, Ibrahim Gambari, met with Angolan President José Eduardo dos Santos this morning. Mr. Gambari told reporters afterwards that the Technical Group of the Joint Commission has already started working on the first formal meeting of the Joint Commission, which will be held next Thursday, 26 September.  The Commission is tasked with accomplishing outstanding issues of the Lusaka Protocol.

           **Rwanda-DRC-HCR

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is expressing its grave concern about allegations from Congolese refugees in Rwanda that local authorities and officials of the rebel group Congolese Rally  for Democracy (RCD/Goma) are pressuring able–bodied men to return to north Kivu in the Democratic Republic of the Congo from Rwanda to join rebel security forces.

           "They are asking all able-bodied men to repatriate and secure the area", one 20–year–old male complained to  the UNHCR in Byumba camp on Wednesday.

           Meanwhile, information posters telling refugees that the return operation being managed by the Government of  Rwanda should be voluntary have been torn down. The UNHCR had posted more than 1,000 posters in two refugee  camps housing some 32,000 refugees.

           **Rwanda

           In Arusha, United Republic Tanzania today, Jean-Baptiste Gatete, the former Mayor of Murambi Commune,  who was transferred to the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda after being arrested in the Republic of the Congo,  pleaded “not guilty” to all 10 counts linking him to the Rwandan genocide.

           Gatete was making his initial appearance before the court, where he faces charges of genocide, direct and  public incitement, crimes against humanity and serious violations of the Geneva Conventions.  He is alleged to have urged Interahamwe and other civilian forces to rape and kill Tutsi women, and to have led a campaign of terror against

     Tutsi civilians in the prefectures of Byumba and Kibungo.  A date for his trial is to be fixed in due course.  We have a press release on that.

           **Human Rights

           The new High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, spoke to the press in Geneva today,  telling them that, after one week of getting his bearings in his new job, “The task before me is enormous.  I am conscious of that.”

           Asked about the recent upsurge of violence in the Middle East, he said, “I hope that we will revert immediately  to this six-week period of relative peace and get down to the real job, let the Quartet continue.”  Asked about whether he would adopt a lower profile than his predecessor, Mary Robinson, he responded, “Judge me on the basis of results,   not on style.”  We have the full transcript in my Office.

           **International Day of Peace

           This morning, the Secretary-General rang the Peace Bell to mark the International Day of Peace, which will be  observed tomorrow. 

           In his remarks, the Secretary-General said that this year marks the beginning of a new peace-day tradition, as  the General Assembly has decided from now on to observe the International Day of Peace on 21 September as a “day of global ceasefire and non-violence”.

           He called on all nations and all people to cease all hostilities for the duration of the Day.  Twenty-four hours  are not a long time, he said, “but enough for the world's leaders to begin to listen to their peoples”.

           United Nations Information Centres and other offices around the world have organized a range of activities and  events to mark the day.  The UN mission in Sierra Leone, UNAMSIL, tells us that about 100 children from advocacy groups in the country went on a “Peace Bus” tour of the capital, Freetown, today to deliver messages of peace to the United Nations Mission and various government offices.

           The Secretary-General's Special Representative for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Amos NamangaNgongi, has accepted an invitation by the leadership of the Congolese Rally for Democracy to visit Goma in the  eastern DRC tomorrow for International Day of Peace commemorations.  Ngongi has not been in that part of the  country since June, since the RCD leadership declared him persona non grata.

           I would also like to remind you about the Peace Vigil that began this morning in the Meditation Room -– which is just off the public lobby of the General Assembly Building -- and that will last through tomorrow evening.

           We have the Secretary-General’s message and those of other UN officials around the world and a number of  press releases available in my office.

           And on Monday, in a DPI-sponsored event, war-affected children, including refugee children living in the United States, will join Mrs. Nane Annan for an International Day of Peace to be held in the Dag Hammarskjöld Library Auditorium in the morning.

           **Address by Nane Annan

           Nane Annan gave a keynote address today at the annual meeting of Learning Leaders, a non-profit that recruits, trains and supports over 11,500 public school volunteers in New York City.  She praised the work of the 2,000 volunteers present saying she could feel their “contagious spirit” in going out into schools.  “Every day you are performing miracles in opening the eyes of children to the wonders of the world”, she said.

           Noting her experiences in visiting New York City schools, she added, “It’s a flavour of all this that I want to give  kids –- that there is an immense world out there, there are sad things but also wonderful things when somebody stretches out a hand to help, or children take their fate in their own hands and find their way to a school.  Because, after all, education is the way to the future.”

           **Conference on Women for Peace, Dialogue for Action

           Women politicians, wives of heads of State, academics and professionals will meet in Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt, beginning tomorrow for a two-day conference to launch a women’s movement for world peace.  The Secretary-General’s message to the conference will be delivered by Mervat Tallawy, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for West Asia.  And we have the text available in my Office.

           **The Week Ahead at United Nations

           And finally, we have the Week Ahead, which you can pick up in my Office.

           Any questions before we go to Richard?  Yes?

           **Questions and Answers

           Question:   I just wondered whether we’d have the opportunity to put any questions to Mr. Hans Blix at the same time as he’s being interviewed by Swedish Television?

           Spokesman: I think you’d be encroaching on Swedish Television’s territory, you know. 

           Question:   Yeah, but it was publicly announced.  So, I wondered whether he might answer some, you know, questions afterwards, or something?

           Spokesman:  I think he probably would want to schedule that as a separate interview, if he had the time, and I  urge you to contact Ewen Buchanan, his spokesman, to see if he has any flexibility in his schedule.  Yes, Bill?

           Question:   How strictly is the Secretary-General’s press conference on Monday going to be limited to the  reform programme?

           Spokesman:  I haven’t discussed that with him, but I suppose if we had our druthers, we’d ask it be reform and only reform.  He doesn’t have too much time.  So, we’ll see if, once you exhaust the reform questions, he could take a  few questions on Iraq, which I am sure is what you want to ask about.

           Okay, Richard?

           **Briefing by the Spokesman for the General Assembly President

           Good afternoon.

           This morning General Assembly President Kavan attended the Peace Bell ringing ceremony to commemorate  the International Day of Peace.  In his address, he said that by adopting the date of 21 September, the General Assembly not only set a firm date for the observation of the International Day of Peace, but it also provided the forum in which the International Day of Peace could have a global reach and a practical impact.  The General Assembly decision, he said, has strengthened the significance of the day, a significance which should even grow in coming years.

           President Kavan went on to say that he hoped that parties in conflict will commemorate the International Day of Peace by observing a ceasefire.  “This year we inaugurate the global day of peace, ceasefire and non-violence.  I hope to see a commitment to it rising as it becomes an enduring tradition”, he said.

           His statement is available as a press release.

           The General Assembly is scheduled to hear 22 speakers in the plenary today in the general debate and to wind up the general debate this afternoon.  The General Assembly will then consider adoption of the agenda and orgnization of work contained in the first report of the General Committee, which is document A/57/250.

           Next week and the following week, committees start their meetings and the next plenary meeting of the General Assembly is scheduled for next Friday, 27 September, with the admission of East Timor to membership in the United Nations.

           I have some provisional totals for statistics for the general debate.  As I said, they are provisional, because the  general debate is still ongoing.  But there have been 33 heads of State, 14 heads of Government, two vice-presidents, 14 deputy prime ministers, one crown prince, 110 foreign ministers, two vice-ministers, 11 chairs of delegations and one observer.  Making a total of 187 Member States and one observer who have spoken in the general debate.  These are provisional figures, but that is expected to be total. 

           Any questions?

           Question: Who is missing on the 187?

           Spokesman for the GA President:  Countries not represented in the general debate were Kiribati, Libya and Seychelles.  Thank you.

           Spokesman Eckhard:  Are there any further questions?  All Right.  Well, thank you very much ... I’m sorry ...

           Spokesman for the GA President:  One more question there.

           Spokesman Eckhard:  Yeah?

           Question:  I guess the observer was Palestine?

           Spokesman for the GA President:  Yes. 

           Spokesman Eckhard:  Okay.  So, if we turn the TV cameras off, we’ll go to the “Off-the Record”  briefing. 

     Thank you, Richard.

· *** *

______________________________________________________________________________________

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NOON BRIEFING

BY FRED ECKHARD

SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

UN HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK

Friday, September 20, 2002

ANNAN TO PRESENT UN REFORM REPORT MONDAY

                       It is now five years and nine months that Secretary-General Kofi Annan has been quietly working to transform the United Nations into a more efficient and a more effective organization.  

                       On Monday morning, at 10:30, he will present his report on UN reform, containing his vision of what can be improved in his second term, at a press briefing. He will also take stock of what was accomplished in his first term. 

                       Because of the Secretary-General’s press conference, there will be no noon briefing, although the highlights of the day’s events will be published on the Spokesman’s website. 

                              UN ENVOY DISCUSSES MIDDLE EAST VIOLENCE WITH SECURITY COUNCIL

                       The Security Council this morning held an open meeting to receive a briefing by the UN Special Coordinator on the Middle East, Terje Roed Larsen, on recent developments in the region. 

                       Larsen noted the deeply unfortunate upsurge of violence in recent days, including two suicide bombings in Israel and a bomb blast at a Palestinian school near Hebron, which he called “repugnant and tragic events.” 

                       Most recently, he said, the Israeli Defence Force yesterday once against encircled Palestinian Authority  President Yasser Arafat’s offices in Ramallah and carried out major demolitions, in a siege that continues today.

                       Noting recent Palestinian reform efforts, he said, “Yesterday’s incursion and the renewed isolation of President Arafat’s compound undoubtedly weaken the position of those working for major reform.”

                       Larsen described the recent work done by the Quartet – which comprises the United Nations, European Union, Russia and the United States – including its meetings held this past Tuesday. There was a common understanding at the Quartet meeting, he said, that neither the security problem nor the humanitarian crisis can be fully solved without a political solution. 

                       He asserted, “Security first, as the Secretary-General has said so often, is never going to work in the Middle East. Steps need to be taken not on a sequential basis, but in parallel and with reciprocity.”

                       Larsen also informed the Council about the continued deterioration of the Palestinians’ humanitarian situation.

                       The latest report by the Special Coordinator on social and economic conditions, which is to be issued later  today, shows that Palestinian unemployment is now around 50 percent, and that poverty levels have reached 70 percent in Gaza and 55 percent in the West Bank. 

                       The report’s major preliminary findings on unemployment, poverty levels and income losses were released late  last month in Jerusalem, as part of a statement on the rapidly expanding humanitarian crisis in the West Bank and Gaza Strip by Larsen. 

                       The 35-page report covers the first six months of the year, one of the most violent and unstable periods since Israel occupied the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967. Its findings are a core part of the ongoing diplomatic discussions, including this week’s Quartet meeting. 

                       After the Security Council open meeting, Larsen and the Security Council members discussed the Middle East further in closed consultations.  

                                    ANNAN CONDEMNS ARMED ATTACKS IN CÔTE D’IVOIRE

                       The attacks by elements of the armed forces of Côte d’Ivoire in various parts of the country. The Secretary-General  was particularly saddened by the loss of life that has ensued.  

                       The Secretary-General unequivocally condemned any attempt to settle disputes through violence.  He called on all those involved in these attacks to immediately and unconditionally cease their activities and submit to the constitutional order.  He also called on all concerned parties to refrain from any action that could worsen the situation. 

                       He deeply regretted that these events happened at a time when Côte d’Ivoire was moving towards enhancing  national reconciliation and broad-based political dialogue in an evolving democratic framework.

                       The Secretary-General reaffirmed the commitment of the United Nations to continue to work closely with the Government and people of Côte d’Ivoire in their efforts to restore peace, stability and progress. 

                                 SECURITY COUNCIL BRIEFED ON IRAQ WEAPONS INSPECTIONS

                       Thursday afternoon, Hans Blix, Executive Chairman of the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC), briefed the Security Council in closed consultations about the timetable for work by UN weapons inspectors, following Iraq’s acceptance earlier this week of the inspectors’ return.

                       He told reporters after the consultations that a first advance party of inspectors could be on the ground by October 15. The Commission will hold talks with Iraqi experts in Vienna, starting September 30, to finalize practical arrangements for the return of the inspectors. 

                       Blix also gave the Security Council a timeline for the first 120 days of the inspectors’ work, as detailed by Security Council resolution 1284. After a two-month period of preparation, including getting the inspectors’  facilities in Baghdad ready, UNMOVIC could start its work on the ground and begin the 60-day period for examining Iraq’s remaining disarmament tasks. 

                       The Commission would then report to the Security Council on its work, so that the Council could approve a  program of work for the inspectors. 

                                   BOSNIA: UN MISSION CONDEMNS MOSQUE DESTRUCTION

                       The UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH) today strongly condemned the destruction of a  newly-rebuilt mosque in Kljuc, after a powerful explosion on Wednesday night completely destroyed its minaret and damaged its roof and windows.  

                       The mosque had been one of the first to be reconstructed in eastern Herzegovina, and the Mission is urging the local police to identify and bring to justice the perpetrators of this malicious act. The Mission will also closely  monitor the investigation by local police into this incident. 

                           BURUNDI: UN AGENCIES ASSIST MORE THAN 500,000 DISPLACED BY INSECURITY

                       The World Food Programme (WFP) has started to distribute 5,800 tons of food aid to assist more than half a million vulnerable people in provinces most affected by insecurity in Burundi.  

                       The food aid will be given together with seeds and farm tools, provided by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Continual fighting in Burundi has resulted in significant population displacements, erosion of assets, significant livestock theft and destruction of homesteads. Nearly 1.4 million people in Burundi, mainly internally displaced persons, do not have adequate access to food and thus depend on WFP food assistance. 

                                 SUDANESE GOVERNMENT, SPLM AGREE WITH UN ON DEMINING

                       A Memorandum of Understanding on UN support to mine action in Sudan was signed Thursday in Geneva between the Government of Sudan, the Sudan Peoples Liberation Movement and the United Nations.

                       The Memorandum was signed during the Fourth Meeting of States Parties to the Antipersonnel Mine Ban Convention, and it focuses on the request of both parties to the United Nations to implement an Emergency Mine Action Project in Sudan. 

                       The project’s overall objective is to reduce civilian casualties from mines and unexploded ordnance, as well as  those among the humanitarian aid community. UN Mine Action offices are being established in Khartoum and Rumbek. 

                              UN CONCERNED BY HUMANITARIAN SITUATION IN SOUTHERN ANGOLA

                       The UN Humanitarian Coordinator in Angola, Erick de Mul, expressed his concern about the critical  humanitarian situation faced by more than 100,000 persons in the town of Mavinga in the southern province of Kuando Kubango from where he just returned.  

                       According to de Mul, of the new areas that have become accessible to humanitarian partners since April, this  has been one of the most difficult to stabilise. Access is very difficult. The roads and bridges need repair and the airstrip is wearing down from all the flights bringing in assistance. 

                       The sheer numbers of people in need in Mavinga and surrounding areas is overwhelming, he says.

                       Meanwhile, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, for Angola, Ibrahim Gambari, met with Angolan President José Eduardo dos Santos this morning. Gambari told reporters afterwards that the Technical Group of  the Joint Commission has already started working on the first formal meeting of the Joint Commission, which will  be held next Thursday, September 26. The Commission is tasked with accomplishing outstanding issues of the Lusaka Protocol. 

                          UNHCR CONCERNED ABOUT REPORTS ON FORCED RETURNS TO EASTERN CONGO

                       The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees expressed its grave concern about allegations from Congolese refugees in Rwanda that local authorities and officials of the rebel group Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD/Goma) are pressuring able–bodied men to return to north Kivu in the Democratic Republic of the Congo from Rwanda, to join rebel security forces.

                       "They are asking all able bodied men to repatriate and secure the area," one 20–year–old male complained to UNHCR in Byumba camp on Wednesday. 

                       Information posters telling refugees that the return operation being managed by the government of Rwanda should be voluntary have been torn down. UNHCR had posted more than 1,000 posters in two refugee camps housing some 32,000 refugees. 

                               ANNAN RINGS PEACE BELL TO MARK INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE

                       This morning, the Secretary-General rang the Peace Bell to mark the International Day of Peace, which will be  observed Saturday.   

                       In his remarks, the Secretary-General said that this year marks the beginning of a new peace-day tradition, as the General Assembly has decided from now on to observe the International Day of Peace on 21 September as a ‘day of global ceasefire and non-violence.’ He called on all nations and all people to cease all hostilities for the  duration of the Day.  Twenty-four hours are not a long time, he said, “but enough for the world's leaders to begin to listen to their peoples."

                       UN Information Centres and field missions around the world have organized a range of activities and events to  mark the day.  The UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) reported that about 100 children from advocacy  groups in the country went on a “Peace Bus” tour of the capital, Freetown, today to deliver messages of peace  to UNAMSIL and various government offices. 

                       The Secretary-General's Special Representative for the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Amos Namanga  Ngongi, has accepted an invitation by the leadership of the Congolese Rally for Democracy to visit Goma in the  eastern DRC Saturday for International Day of Peace commemorations. Ngongi has not been in that part of the  country since June since the RCD leadership declared him persona non grata. 

                                HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSIONER NOTES “ENORMOUS” TASK AHEAD

                       The new High Commissioner for Human Rights, Sergio Vieira de Mello, spoke to the press in Geneva today, telling them, after one week of getting his bearings in his new job, “The task before me is enormous. I am conscious of that.”  

                       Asked about the recent upsurge of violence in the Middle East, he said, “I hope that we will revert immediately to this six-week period of relative peace and get down to the real job, let the Quartet continue.”

                       Asked about whether he would adopt a lower profile than his predecessor, Mary Robinson, he responded, “Judge me on the basis of results, not on style.” 

                                                OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

                       In Arusha, Tanzania today, Jean-Baptiste Gatete, the former Mayor of Murambi Commune, who was transferred   to the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda after being arrested in the Republic of Congo, pleaded “not   guilty” to all 10 counts linking him to the Rwandan genocide. Gatete was making his initial appearance before  the court, and a date for his trial is to be fixed in due course.  

                       Nane Annan, the Secretary-General’s wife, gave the keynote address today at the annual meeting of the Learning Leaders, a non-profit group that recruits, trains and supports over 11,500 public school volunteers in New York City. She praised the work of the 2,000 volunteers present, saying she could feel their contagious  spirit, and added, “Every day, you are performing miracles and opening the eyes of children to the wonders of the world.” 

                       Women politicians, wives of heads of state, academics and professionals will meet in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt,  beginning Saturday for a two-day conference to launch a women’s movement for world peace.  The Secretary-General’s message to the conference will be delivered by Mervat Tallawy, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for West Asia.  

                                         THE WEEK AHEAD AT THE UNITED NATIONS

                  Saturday, September 21 

                  Today is the International Day of Peace. 

                  Sunday, September 22

                  Monday, September 23

                  At 10:30 a.m., the Secretary-General will launch his report on UN reform at a press conference. 

                  The Secretary-General is scheduled to have his monthly luncheon with the members of the Security Council. 

                  Tuesday, September 24

                  The Security Council expects to hold consultations on Somalia and Liberia. 

                  Wednesday, September 25

                  The Security Council is scheduled to hold consultations on the “oil-for-food” program in Iraq. 

                  Thursday, September 26

                  The Secretary-General is expected to address the annual luncheon of the Dag Hammarskjöld Memorial Fund. Later, he is  expected to speak at the UNA-USA Global Leadership Awards Dinner, with awards this year to go to New York Mayor  Michael Bloomberg and UN Goodwill Ambassador Muhammad Ali. 

                  The Security Council is scheduled to hold consultations on the Democratic Republic of the Congo. It may also hold a formal meeting to consider a resolution on the mandate of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL). 

                  At 11:15 a.m., the report of the UN Conference on Trade and Development on the African economies will be launched at a press conference. 

                  The guest at the noon briefing will be World Food Programme Executive Director James Morris, who will discuss his   recent visit, as Special Envoy of the Secretary-General, to southern Africa. 

                  Today is World Maritime Day. 

                  Friday, September 27

                  The General Assembly is expected to consider the admission of Timor-Lorosae as a UN Member State. At 11:00 a.m.,  Timorese President Xanana Gusmão is expected to hold a press briefing.

                  The Security Council expects to hold consultations on the Council’s annual report to the General Assembly. 

                  The guest at the noon briefing is Antonio Maria Costa, head of the UN Office of Drug Control and Crime Prevention. 

_________________________________________________________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS FROM NORTH AMERICAN MEDIA

20 September 2002

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Bush outlines new military strategy to 'strike first', N Y Times, et al: The United States will launch pre-emptive military action against any terrorists seeking weapons of mass destruction, the White House said Friday in its new National Security Strategy to be submitted to Congress.  (Full text of Strategy is available with DCPI.)

U.N. Assessing War's Toll on Nature, New York, 19/9, IPS:  As Afghanistan's new government struggles with a deepening humanitarian crisis, the United Nations warns that the country faces serious environmental problems as well.  Prolonged war left a legacy of millions of landmines, polluted water, denuded forests and cities that lack even basic sewage treatment. A persistent drought and surge of returning refugees are worsening the situation.  In the first study of its kind in the land-locked country, five teams of scientists from the U.N. Environment Programme and local institutions are fanning out across Afghanistan's wetlands, mountains and pastures to assess their ecological health.   (See http://www.ipsnews.net/interna.asp?idnews=12376)

US NEWS

Senate Leader Daschle Rebukes Bush on Environment, 19/9, Associated Press/Washington Post:  Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle attacked President Bush's environmental record Thursday, accusing the administration of "a disturbing trend of rollbacks."  In a speech to the League of Conservation Voters, Daschle accused the Bush administration of scuttling a variety of environmental regulations, slowing toxic waste cleanup and packing advisory panels with pro-industry scientists.  Daschle singled out administration actions to expand oil and gas drilling on federal land now off limits; approval of a less ambitious efficiency standard for air conditioners; and efforts to ease air pollution requirements on power plants.  (http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A41761-2002Sep19.html
A Deal on Fuel Economy Rules Could Increase Oil Consumption, 20/9, New York Times:  US House and Senate negotiators reached an agreement yesterday on new fuel economy rules that would increase oil consumption, rather than decrease it, unless the Bush administration takes more aggressive action under other aspects of a comprehensive energy bill being finalized.  The auto industry, however, applauded the plan on corporate average fuel economy, or CAFE, standards.  (See 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/20/business/20FUEL.html?ex=1033528311&ei=1&en=801cdad90f2de023)

U.S. to Rethink Clean Water Rules, 20/9, Washington Post:  The Bush administration announced yesterday that it will consider new rules for enforcing the Clean Water Act, prompting concern among environmentalists that the government may sharply scale back protection for hundreds of thousands of miles of small streams, tributaries and wetlands. (See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A41768-2002Sep19.html)

CANADIAN NEWS

Canada and Kyoto Protocol:  Ottawa, 20/9, Toronto Star:  Prime Minister Chretien will announce plans for Kyoto ratification in his speech to Parliament on 30 September.  He will announce tougher ethics rules for MPs and will spell out how this generation can leave a better Canada for the generations to come. It will stress the need to improve the lot of aboriginals and children living in poverty, as well as helping the country's cities and preparing Canadians to better   compete in the modern, high-tech economy.  Chrétien, who has announced his plan to retire in early 2004, is expected to use the address to unveil a vision of how to create a fairer, more tolerant, environmentally sound and more prosperous society in Canada.  (see http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145436216&call_page=TS_World&call_pageid=968332188854&call_pagepath=News/World)

Drastic measures on climate downplayed by NASA scientist, Ottawa, 20/9, Toronto Star:  The world can bring climate change largely under control within 50 years without the extreme measures proposed by many governments including Canada, says Jim Hansen, a climate expert with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and known as the father of global warming.  New computer projections published yesterday by a research team led by Hansen suggest that average global temperatures would rise by less than 1C by   2050 even if carbon dioxide in the atmosphere continued to increase at the current rate. But air pollution would have to be held at current levels, Hansen   emphasized, a goal many governments are already moving toward.  (See http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145442799&call_page=TS_Canada&call_pageid=968332188774&call_pagepath=News/Canada)

Other Related Articles included:  

PM ceding early ground in PR war over Kyoto, Toronto Star:

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_PrintFriendly&c=Article&cid=1026145431559
New taxes won't fund billions for Kyoto, Toronto Star:  Federal government's draft plan to implement the Kyoto climate accord calls for billions of dollars in new  spending - without raising taxes - to change the way Canadians use energy.  (See 

http://www.thestar.com/NASApp/cs/ContentServer?pagename=thestar/Layout/Article_Type1&c=Article&cid=1026145431044&call_page=TS_Canada&call_pageid=968332188774)

A deeper shade of green is here, National Post:  Hybrid cars, new fridges and better home insulation would go a long way toward meeting Canada's Kyoto obligations.  (See http://www.nationalpost.com/utilities/story.html?id={98A0A143-591C-424A-A842-BEC8A2B6164D})

PM wants Kyoto plan by Oct. 8: CBC TV:  (See http://cbc.ca/news/)

Kyoto cited as oil-sands project put on ice, Toronto Globe and Mail:  The first casualty of the Kyoto Protocol surfaced Thursday in the energy sector as the developer of an oil-sands megaproject said it will delay — and perhaps kill — its multi-billion-dollar investment over fears of an onerous environmental burden.  (see www.globeandmail.com/environment)

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

September 23, 2002

Kenyans clean up Nairobi, Mombasa 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Kenya Saturday joined the rest of the world in observing the Clean up the World Weekend with hundreds of volunteers, civic leaders and students involved in clean-up

activities. Waste management and the plight of the Nairobi River was the main focus of activities marshalled by the UN Environmental Programme, the Kenyan ministry of Environment, environmental groups and schools. There was a similar mobilisation in the port city of Mombasa where the police took part in the clean-up campaign.  In a message delivered on behalf of UNEP executive director Klaus Topfer, regional director for Africa Sekou Toure said the world- side clean-up "involving 40 million people in 128 countries has proven that each and every one of us has the power to change our lives." "We must ensure that the momentum the campaign has built up since 1993 is not lost, by encouraging the commitment of those already involved and by encouraging others to become part of this important global movement," Topfer urged.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng020917&dte=21/09/2002
Mysterious gas forces closure of Botswana factory 

Gaborone, Botswana (PANA) - Mysterious and harmful gas emissions have forced the closure of a Botswana garment factory, press reports said Friday. The reports said that up to 150 of the 1,300-strong Caratex workforce were admitted in hospital after fainting or developing breathing problems and other ailments following exposure to the foul-smelling gas. The rest of the workforce was sent home and the factory closed down temporarily.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng020845&dte=20/09/2002
120,000 Tonnes of Toxic Waste in Africa

Vanguard (Lagos): About 120,000 tonnes out of 500,000 tonnes of toxic waste in the world stemming from obsolete pesticides are in Africa, the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) said Wednesday in a statement in London, FAO said the amount was much higher than the 50,000 tonnes previously estimated adding that 30 per cent of the waste was believed to be persistent organic pollutants (POPs). "Every African country has stockpiles of obsolete pesticides and associated waste such as heavily contaminated soils and millions of containers," the statement quoted Alemayehu Wodagench, FAO expert on obsolete pesticides as saying.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209200073.html
Floods May Hit Malawi

Malawi Insider (Blantyre): Malawi's Department of Meteorological has announced that although Malawi should be geared for adequate rainfall favourable for agriculture during planting season, heavy siltation in rivers and waterways are likely to cause flooding and water lodging in some areas of the country. "We should not expect the El Nino which has developed in the Equatorial Pacific Ocean to affect us. Malawi is generally to receive abundant of rainfall this season. The El Nino is weak and is predicted to remain so during the next few months said Director of Department of Meteorological Donald Kamdonyo at a press conference in Blantyre this week.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209200707.html
Fight for Facts On Frankenfoods

Mail & Guardian (Johannesburg): An NGO has gone to the Pretoria High Court to force the government to lift an alleged veil of secrecy over the machinations of the genetically modified organism (GMO) industry in South Africa. The Biowatch Trust is seeking an order to compel the GMO registrar, the executive council for GMOs and the minister of agriculture to release information that the NGO says all South Africans are entitled to under the Constitution. South Africa issued 122 permits last year for genetically modified crops, excluding import permits, up from one in 1990. Biowatch says permits have been granted for trials and experiments with apples, canola, cotton, eucalyptus, maize, potatoes, soybeans, sweet potatoes, tomatoes, wheat and a host of micro-organisms. The trust's court papers describe requests dating back to July 1999 for information about licences granted for field trials with GMOs, the location of the trials and risk assessment documentation. Biowatch also asked to view records about compliance with the public participation provisions of the GMO Act, and the geographical coordinates of field trials and crops approved for commercial release.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209200653.html
Environmentalists Alarm At Forest Destruction

The NEWS (Monrovia): A comprehensive report released by a local environmental group, the Liberian Forest and Human Rights Campaign, has revealed that the rich forest of Liberia is being plundered, and indiscriminate harvesting and the abandonment of logs would pose dangers to the future of the country's forests. Addressing a news conference, following programs marking the inauguration of the Sustainable Development Institute (SDI), an independent research facility of Save My Future Foundation (SAMFU), and a formal launching of an investigative report on the logging activities in the country, the Campaign Coordinator of the Liberian Forest and Human Rights Campaign, Mr. Silas Kpanan Ayoung Siakor, said the report reveals corrupt practices in the logging industry fostered by a lack of transparency. He said "the report is not only a testimony of plunder, deprivation, discontentment, conflicts and environmental degradation as never before seen in Liberia, but that it also demonstrates how local people continue to live in abject poverty while foreign businessmen siphon millions of dollars out of this country."

http://allafrica.com/stories/200209200244.html
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Topical News Issues

Sumatra haze blankets northern Malaysia 

MALAYSIA: September 23, 2002 - KUALA LUMPUR - Haze from forest fires in neighbouring Indonesia blanketed the northern parts of peninsular Malaysia, reducing visibility to as low as three km (two miles), a newspaper and residents said on the weekend.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/17855/story.htm

Malaysian experts to survey Indonesia forest fires

MALAYSIA: September 23, 2002 - KUALA LUMPUR - Malaysia will send a mission to Indonesia to determine the cause of forest fires which have frequently smothered neigbouring countries in a blanket of smog, the official Bernama news agency said yesterday. 

For the past six weeks, bouts of haze from forest fires, mainly from Indonesia's Kalimantan province on Borneo, have affected other parts of Southeast Asia.
http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/17859/story.htm 

Firemen on standby to be sent to Kalimantan
The Star, Sept 22, 2002 - By STEPHEN THEN - MIRI: The Malaysian Fire and Rescue Department has placed its firemen on standby to help fight raging forest fires in Kalimantan which have resulted in a thick blanket of smoke over several parts of Sarawak.  
Deputy Housing and Local Government Minister Datuk Peter Chin Fah Kui said the haze enveloping Sarawak had reached worrying proportions.  
“The department is very concerned about the latest situation. We are waiting for a directive from the (Malaysian) Government so that our firemen can help them (Indonesian authorities) fight the fires there,” he said in an interview yesterday.  
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2002/9/22/nation/mrteruk&sec=nation 

Over 60 die in Vietnam floods
The Times of India (AFP) SEPTEMBER 20, 2002 - HANOI: At least 61 people, including 56 children, have died in this year's annual flooding in Vietnam's southern Mekong Delta region, state media reported Friday.
A total of 11 people have been killed in the past week in the provinces of An Giang, Dong Thap and Long An, said the Lao Dong daily, warning that flood waters could rise further in the next few days.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cms.dll/articleshow?artid=22743775 

Joint action plan to tackle climate change stressed LDCs workshop in city ends
The Independent-Bangladesh, Sept 23, 2002 - BSS, Dhaka - The UN sponsored workshop of experts from the least developed countries (LDCs) ended here yesterday with participants pledging to work for formulate action plans in their respective countries and help each other overcome the global problem of climate change.
The objective of the three-day workshop was to build capacity for preparation of national adaptation programmes of action ( NAPA) in the least developed countries (LDCs) to face the adverse impacts caused by the changes in global climate. 
The closing ceremony of the workshop was attended by Environment and Forest Minister Shajahan Siraj as the chief guest at Sonargaon Hotel here yesterday afternoon. 

http://independent-bangladesh.com/news/sep/22/22092002mt.htm#A10
________________________________________________________________________
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22 September 2002

ME WATER CRISIS

Lahoud: Lebanon Refuses Ro Bargain Rights To Our Waters

President Lahoud explained during his meeting in Beirut on Friday with the EU Middle East peace process envoy Miguel Moratinos Lebanon's position concerning benefiting from its share to al-Wazzani spring water, stressing that what the Lebanese government implementation of these projects comes in the context of international agreements which take into account the distribution of shared springs and water. Moratinos expressed the EU readiness to help solve the water crisis between Lebanon and Israel. Meantime, the Lebanese work continued on installing the pipes for bringing the water of al-Wazzani river to 60 villages and towns in the central and eastern sectors of south Lebanon.

Lebanese security sources said the Israeli forces increased its moves in the area where these Lebanese workers are, and bombarded by heavy artillery several villages in south Lebanon.

http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/020921/2002092106.html
American experts arrive to investigate al-Wazzani project crisis

American water expert Charles Lowson started his mission in Lebanon concerning the conflict between lebanon and Israel on the sharing of al-Wazzani river water, according to a source close from the Lebanese government.

http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/020920/2002092006.html
ENERGY
Energy concern as reliance on ME grows

OSAKA, Japan — Oil importing nations cannot avoid growing reliance on the volatile Middle East for fuel supplies, increasing their vulnerability to an oil crisis, energy watchdog the International Energy Agency said yesterday. Growing dependence on a region now the focus of war fears, as the United States considers an attack on Iraq, makes energy security a major concern again for the first time since the 1990 Gulf crisis. "Security of supply has moved to the top of the energy policy agenda," said the IEA, the Paris-based agency that advises on energy for 26 industrialised nations, in new projections. The report, a World Energy Outlook to 2030, was released here yesterday at the International Energy Forum of some 60 oil producing and consuming nations. "Growing trade, almost entirely in fossil fuels, will have major geopolitical implications," said IEA Executive Director Robert Priddle. http://www.omanobserver.com/
LANDMINES
Lebanese receive lands demined with UAE's help

Lebanese citizens from the villages of the south on Monday received an area of 1.900 million square meters, representing the "first shift" of lands which was cleared of landmines left by Israel after its withdrawal from South Lebanon. This was in the context of the "United Arab Emirates (UAE) solidarity project" launched in May this year to dismantle the mines.

http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/020918/2002091805.html
ECONOMY

Towards an Arab industrial strategy

The Arab Organization for Industrial and Mining Development (OADIM) elaborated a strategy to foster production capacities and competitiveness of the member states' industrial products, OADIM director general, Talaat Ben Dafer, said Thursday.

The strategy, elaborated in coordination between Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and Syria, will be submitted in December to the Secretariat General of the Arab League and the relevant financial departments and institutions, before being adopted in the Arab Summit to be held in Bahrain in March 2003. The OADIM, which celebrates this year its 22nd anniversary under the sign "Towards the Consolidation of Arab Products' Competitiveness," not only backs member countries, Ben Dafer said, but also African countries to foster commercialexchanges. http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/020921/2002092123.html
Palestine, new member in Arab Social and Economic Council

The 70th session of the Arab League's Social and Economic Council held in Cairo on Wednesday welcomed Palestine as a new member and decided to relieve Palestinian products of customs tariffs. Arab ministers of finance and economy, at the end of the council session on Wednesday, also called on the United Nations to urge Israel to compensate for the heavy damage its occupation forces have inflicted on the infrastructures of Palestinian economy.

http://www.arabicnews.com/ansub/Daily/Day/020914/2002091423.html
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
PDO to launch social development in Haima

MUSCAT — Petroleum Development Oman will shortly launch a social investment management programme aimed at providing opportunities for better standard of living to local Bedouin people in its concession areas. To begin with, a social investment project will be launched in certain areas of the Wilayat of Haima, Dr Dawn Chatty of Oxford University told the Observer. Dr Chatty, who was on a visit here last week, has done extensive work on the lifestyle and needs of Bedouins in Oman. She has played a key role in developing a partnership between the local community, PDO and the government for working out projects that meet the needs of local community in the Wilayat of Haima.

http://www.omanobserver.com/
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