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EU/UNEP: Enhanced co-operation to protect the environment

HIGHLIGHT:
Policy dialogue and collaboration at all levels will be enhanced between the European Commission and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), thanks to an agreement signed on September 20 in Brussels. The overriding aim is to fight global threats to the environment more effectively. The agreement, in the form of a Memorandum of Understanding, was signed by Environment Commissioner Margot Wallstrom and UNEP Executive Director Klaus Topfer.

BODY:
The EU/UNEP agreement will support the implementation of commitments made at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. These include areas such as sustainable consumption and production, biodiversity, water and sanitation, renewable energy and chemicals. It will also help meet the environment-related UN Millennium Development Goals, such as environmental sustainability and the eradication of poverty and extreme hunger.

UNEP is the main UN body working in the field of the environment, and the Commission and UNEP have had good ties in the past. To reinforce their co-operation, the Memorandum of Understanding provides a framework for structured and consistent collaboration. It envisages regular meetings at senior and expert levels, strategic policy discussions and financial co-operation. These activities are expected to intensify the partnership between the two institutions, increase the effectiveness of their work, and strengthen international environmental governance.

To underline its commitment to closer co-operation with UNEP, the Commission has also decided to post a senior official to its Delegation in Nairobi, where UNEP has its headquarters, to follow UNEP's day-to-day work; a UNEP observer will follow suit in Brussels. Initially, Commission financial assistance will focus on supporting ongoing co-operation activities, such as work on promoting sustainable production and consumption patterns and reducing the loss of global biodiversity. But the two institutions will also consider possibilities to widen their financial co-operation.

Among the areas selected for immediate co-operation are:

- sustainable production and consumption,

- capacity-building in developing countries and countries in transition to assist them in reaching sustainable development and environment-related targets,

- enforcing international environmental agreements and integrating environmental considerations into trade policies,

- supporting the implementation of multilateral environmental agreements, with an initial focus on the 1992 Convention on Biodiversity and agreements on regional seas,

- providing global access to clean water and sanitation and sustainable energy.
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22 September 2004

Appel pour une meilleure protection contre les empoisonnements aux pesticides

 

12:47  Deux organisations des Nations unies ont lancé mercredi un appel pour une meilleure protection des ouvriers agricoles victimes d'empoisonnements aux pesticides, en particulier dans les pays en développement.

"Les gouvernements doivent offrir de meilleurs moyens de protection aux travailleurs agricoles afin de diminuer le nombre d'empoisonnements aux pesticides", ont fait valoir l'Organisation des Nations Unies pour l'alimentation et l'agriculture (FAO) et le Programme des Nations Unies pour l'environnement (PNUE), dans un communiqué commun

Ces organisations estiment qu'il y a chaque année de un à cinq millions de cas d'empoisonnements aux pesticides, entraînant la mort de plusieurs milliers d'ouvriers agricoles. 

La plupart de ces empoisonnements ont lieu dans les pays en développement où les normes sanitaires sont souvent insuffisantes, voire totalement inexistantes, notent les deux organisations. Elles précisent que 99% des décès attribués aux pesticides ont lieu dans des pays en développement alors que ces pays n'utilisent que 25% de la production mondiale.

Les principales victimes des ces empoisonnements sont les exploitants agricoles et leurs ouvriers. Mais leurs familles, enfants et nourrissons en particulier, sont aussi extrêmement vulnérables. Dans de nombreux pays, les enfants doivent en effet travailler dans les exploitations familiales au contact des pesticides ou apporter aux marchés locaux les produits traités avec les dits pesticides, font valoir la FAO et le PNUE. 

La mise en garde des deux organisations coïncide avec la réunion à Genève de représentants des 74 pays signataires de la convention de Rotterdam visant à réglementer le commerce des produits chimiques et des pesticides. Quatorze produits chimiques ont été ajoutés lundi à la liste des substances dangereuses dont le commerce est surveillé par l'Onu.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Radioactive material widespread in Iraq

Report, IRIN

21 September 2004

[This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations]

BAGHDAD, 21 September (IRIN) - While the Coalition has not found any weapons of mass destruction, Iraq has lots of radioactive pollution, especially at a known nuclear research site, a new survey conducted by the Ministry of Environment shows.

Tuwaitha, some 18 km south of the capital, Baghdad, is a site of previous nuclear weapons research and experiments. It appears to have the highest ambient radiation in the country, Bushra Ali Ahmed, author of the radiation survey, told IRIN.

Residents of the area looted containers holding radioactive materials in the days immediately following the US-led invasion of Iraq in April 2003. They dumped the radioactive contents on the ground at the site and used the containers to carry water, milk and other household materials and foodstuffs.

US troops and nuclear organisation workers paid about 4,500 dinars (US $3) per container to buy them back in May. Officials at the time said they were not sure they had managed to get all of the containers back.

"This site was polluted by looting and destroying research materials," Ahmed wrote in the survey. "We found a number of containers which had traces of radiation. We also found it in houses and villages nearby."

At least four surrounding villages are contaminated, the report said. Ministry officials took 190 samples at Tuwaitha: 70 for soil, 50 for water, 50 for dairy milk and 20 for other environmental items.

In addition, more than 4,000 people in Tuwaitha were tested. Employees who worked in radiation-related fields were also monitored by officials for the survey, although no conclusions were drawn.

While no specific numbers are available in the secretive military industry ministry, an estimated 5,000 workers may have been exposed to various radioactive materials in recent years, according to Mohammed Abed Ali, a doctor at the Baghdad Radiation Hospital.

The Tuwaitha site is currently guarded by US troops and protected by 30 metre high earth walls. It was bombed by Israeli rockets in the 1980s after which former President Saddam Hussein agreed to dismantle a nuclear bomb project.

Radiation was also found at a former military site known as al-Nasser in the suburbs of Baghdad and in Daura, also on the outskirts of the capital, the Iraq survey said.

The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) is now starting a US $4.7 million pilot project to investigate environmental "hot spots" and help with cleaning them up, ranging from chemical spills to oil discharges.

United Nations workers will help Iraq get rid of pollution threats to human health, wildlife and the wider environment, Klaus Toepfer, UNEP's executive director, said in a statement.

"Importantly, UNEP will be training Iraqi experts to carry out the tests in order to build the skills and technical know-how in the country," Toepfer said. "This is part of our long-term aim of creating a fully independent Iraqi team of first-class environmental assessors."

Workers at the newly created Ministry of Environment wrote up the survey to compile work they have done for the last year, Dalal Ali, head of the ministry's media department, told IRIN. Ahmed is the general director of the Centre for Protection from Radiation, newly created after US-led troops entered Iraq.

Iraqi scientists will send samples to Geneva for additional testing in European laboratories.

In addition, the Iraq survey found depleted uranium in large amounts in southern Iraq, including in Hilla, the port city of Basra, and Karbala and Najaf. Depleted uranium occurs naturally in the environment, but is often used in munitions fired at tanks and other armoured vehicles during fighting.

On the positive side, radiation appears not to have spread to drinking water - the ministry tested 577 water samples around the country but found no radioactive pollution, Ahmed said.

Iraq's water treatment system has long been neglected, however, with some aid agencies estimating that 70 percent of childhood deaths come from illness related to drinking contaminated water. "Now our centre wants to test food material and imports to make sure no new radiation is introduced," Ahmed said.

Now that the survey is complete, Ahmed has a list of recommendations, including modernising existing countrywide maps of radiation and the environment; undertaking more measurements for radon gas, which indicates the presence of the highly toxic uranium-238, used to make nuclear bombs; training workers; beefing up laboratories that test for radiation; and embarking on a public awareness campaign so that people will not dump radioactive materials again.

The UNEP project plans to examine five out of an estimated 300 contaminated sites around the country. The UN agency expects to deal with sites such as the Al-Mishraq Sulphur State Company, where sulphur fires appeared to have contaminated soil and groundwater; and the Midland (Al-Doura) Refinery where 5,000 mt of chemicals, including tetra-ethyl lead, were spilled or dumped.

In addition, oil spills caused by frequent sabotage of the country's pipelines have created an environmental mess, the UNEP statement said. And scrap metal plants may have released contaminants such as halons and asbestos from destroyed military vehicles.

IRIN-Asia, Tel: +92-51-2211451, Fax: +92-51-2292918, Email: IrinAsia@irin.org.pk
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The GEO Data Portal is the authoritative source for data sets used by UNEP and its partners in the Global Environment Outlook (GEO) report and other integrated environment assessments. The online database of statistics and spatial data hold information on more than 400 variables.

The Global Environment Outlook (GEO) Data Portal was first initiated in October 2000 to provide a comprehensive, reliable and timely supply of data for the preparation of UNEP's GEO reports.

In addition, the new version of the GEO Data Portal - being launched together with the third GEO report on 22 May 2002 - offers all of the following to its many and varied users:
- a powerful search tool to query the database and select among the hundreds of variables;
- the possibility to select several years simultaneously;
- on-screen display of data values;
- export of the selected data sets in different formats (such as Excel, PDF etc.); and
- extensive documentation, following UNEP.Net descriptive meta-data standards.

Data available include national, subregional, regional and global statistics or as geospatial data sets (maps), covering themes like Freshwater, Population, Forests, Emissions, Climate, Disasters, Health and GDP. Display them on-the-fly as maps, graphs, data tables or download the data in different formats.

Data providers are numerous and include ESRI, CIESEN, FAO, NASA, NOAA, UN, ENESCO, World Bank, and many more. New datasets are added/updated regularly. Data themes include health data, ecoregions, fires, energy, emmissions, drainage, forests, groundwater and many more.
 _________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

The deafening sound of the seas 
	By Alex Kirby 
BBC News Online environment correspondent 


The world's oceans are now so saturated with noise that whales and other marine mammals are dying, biologists say. 
The UK's Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society is launching a campaign, Oceans of Noise, to tackle what it says is the increasing problem of noise pollution. 

It says key sources of undersea noise are the search for oil and gas, and the use of low-frequency military sonars. 

The WDCS is proposing an action plan to regulate submarine noise pollution, and says a worldwide treaty may be needed. 

Long-distance effects 
It says there is evidence that noise is causing hearing loss in cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises), injuring them and causing them to strand themselves, and is sometimes killing them. 

It also believes excessive noise is seriously interfering with cetaceans' ability to communicate with each other. 

The WDCS says the frequency ranges of some noise sources of human origin may be blotting out other, biologically important sounds, preventing mothers and calves from staying in touch and masking sound cues for predators and their prey. 

It says: "Flight, avoidance or other changes in behaviour have been observed in cetaceans from tens to hundreds of kilometres from the noise sources. 

"It has even been suggested that the abilities of the great whales to communicate with each other across entire ocean basins has now been reduced by orders of magnitude." 

The International Whaling Commission said in July there was "compelling evidence" that entire populations of marine mammals were at potential risk from increasingly intense man-made underwater noise. 

Its scientific committee said low-frequency ambient marine noise levels had increased in the northern hemisphere by two orders of magnitude over the last 60 years. 

The WDCS says one problem is the expansion of oil and gas exploration into the deep seas and the resulting growth in seismic testing to find fossil fuel deposits. 

Out of sight 
Shipping is another cause of concern. The society says: "Large vessels are typically loud vessels and the increase in traffic has actually fundamentally changed the noise profile of the world's oceans." 

And the use of powerful sonar systems by some of the world's navies, it says, is raising noise levels still further. 

The WDCS action plan includes a proposal for an international treaty to regulate marine noise pollution, and for an independent body to undertake research. 

Mark Simmonds of the WDCS told BBC News Online: "It's a problem that doesn't have much noticeable effect on us, unlike chemical pollution, and we can't see it either. 

"And that means it's hard for us to realise the problem exists, let alone its extent." 

Bowhead image courtesy and copyright of the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
BBC

Haiti flooding deaths top 1,000
 
The death toll from flooding in north-western Haiti in the wake of tropical storm Jeanne has risen to more than a 1,000, local and UN officials say. 
Relief workers fear that many more bodies will by found, as waters recede near the stricken city of Gonaives. 

Rescuers are struggling to aid victims, and burying the dead in mass graves to try to prevent the spread of disease. 

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appealed for urgent international aid for Haiti. 

The BBC's Jeremy Cooke, who visited Gonaives on Wednesday, says the main street is like a river, flowing with filthy, brown water. 

Survivors wade through the mud - sometimes waist-deep - trying to salvage furniture or find food. 

	
	We can only drink the water people died in 
Haiti resident 



Every truck moving, full or empty, is mobbed by survivors desperate for aid , our correspondent says. 

Many resident have been forced to take shelter on rooftops, as bloated bodies float along the streets. 

"There is a risk of epidemic... There is no electricity, the morgues are not working," Prime Minister Gerard Latorture said. 

Later on Wednesday trucks dumped dozens of unidentified bodies into a mass grave in Gonaives. 

Deforestation 
The confirmed death toll has reached 1,013 in Gonaives, with about 1,200 more missing. 

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) estimates 175,000 people are without food, water and electricity. 

	
	HAITI FACTS 

Poorest country in Western Hemisphere 

80% live below absolute poverty threshold 

Malnutrition widespread 

Severe or moderate stunting affects 47% of under fives 

*Data from UN World Food Programme 




UN helicopters have already brought emergency supplies to Gonaives. 

The WFP said one of its food convoys had also arrived in the city and another would follow. 

However trucks are struggling to get through because of floodwaters. 

"We can only drink the water people died in," a Gonaives farmer told the Associated Press news agency. 

In his international appeal for support, Mr Annan said he was "deeply saddened by the heavy loss of life and destruction". 

UN peacekeeping troops - sent to restore order after President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was overthrown in February - are working with aid agencies to help the victims. 

Haiti is chronically vulnerable to flooding and mudslides because of widespread deforestation. 

"When you remove vegetation, the topsoil washes away," an aid worker told the Associated Press news agency. 

In the neighbouring Dominican Republic - which has retained much of its forest cover - the death toll from Jeanne was 19. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Al Jazeera.Net

Hundreds killed in Haiti floods
by 
Wednesday 22 September 2004 4:58 AM GMT 
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	Storms have sent mudslides through towns and villages 


Survivors have been wandering mud-clogged streets in search of food after devastating floods in Haiti killed more than 700 people and left at least 1000 missing, officials say.
Tropical storm Jeanne swept north of Haiti during the weekend, drenching the impoverished Caribbean nation of eight million, inundating cities and sending deadly mudslides through towns and villages. 
Officials at the Office of Civil Protection in Port-au-Prince said 709 deaths had been confirmed in the flood-stricken areas and 1050 people were missing. 
Most of the dead were in the swamped coastal city of Gonaives and the toll was likely to rise as relief workers reached areas isolated by the floods. 
"As the water recedes we begin to see bodies emerge from the mud," said Fernando Arroyo, a UN official in Gonaives. 
"There are bodies scattered on the roads, in the streets." 
 
The dead were to be buried in mass graves as soon as heavy machinery arrived, to avert an outbreak of disease, he added. 

Security
Relief supplies have started to reach the worst-hit areas, but the pace has been slowed by waterlogged roads and worries about security in a country that is still unstable after an armed revolt ousted president Jean-Bertrand Aristide in February. 
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	Interim PM Gerard Latortue has
pledged to provide all possible aid


"I lost five people in the floods and I don't have anything, no water, no food, nothing," said one stunned Gonaives resident, Mercidieu Pierre-Andre, 49. 
Water was still waist high in places and mud on the windows of homes illustrated a desperate tale of rising water that sent people climbing on to their roofs to survive. 
Some were still camped on the roofs of mud-filled homes on Tuesday, sleeping under plastic tarps on the only dry spots they could find. 
Thousands of people were in shelters, some 600 of them finding refuge in the cathedral in Gonaives. Others who lost their homes and families tried to flag down trucks in the hope of catching rides to other cities to begin life anew. 
UN officials said drinking water was urgently needed. 
Water crisis 

The World Food Programme sent 12 trucks with 40 tonnes of food to Gonaives and hoped to start handing it out by Wednesday after ensuring that distribution points would be secure, said regional WFP spokesman Alejandro Chicheri. 
	"I lost five people in the floods and I don't have anything, no water, no food, nothing"
Mercidieu Pierre-Andre,
Gonaives resident


Haiti, the poorest country in the Americas, is chronically vulnerable to flooding because of widespread deforestation. Flooding in May killed about 2000 people. 
Interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue visited flooded areas of Gonaives and the northern city of Port-de-Paix, and pledged to provide all possible aid. 
"We don't have much means but we'll bring what we have," he told a group of Port-de-Paix residents. 
At the United Nations, interim President Boniface Alexandre appealed for world aid at the opening of the annual General Assembly session.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENS

World Breathes Easier, It's Car-Free Day 
LONDON, UK, September 22, 2004 (ENS) - Drivers across Europe left their cars at home today and headed to work by tube, bicycle or on foot. The ninth annual Car Free Day in Europe is proving to be popular, with 1,146 cities participating and 235 additional cities supporting the campaign. 

Angela Bischoff of the Ecology Action Centre in Halifax, Nova Scotia Canada spreads the word about Car Free Day. (Photo by Margo Gesser courtesy Ecology Action Centre)
This year, the initiative has spread far beyond Europe. City residents in Japan and Argentina, Taiwan and Canada are leaving their cars behind today and using another method of transportation. 

In England, the Car Free Day is being supported by a number of local authorities, who are closing roads and putting on street parties. 

"It is great to see local initiatives taking place across the city to mark Car Free day," said London Euro-MP Jean Lambert. "But one Car Free day is not enough." 

Lambert, Green Party MEP for the capital and a Walthamstow resident, made her comments at a Car Free Festival in Leyton on Saturday which was organized by Waltham Forest Borough Council as the borough's contribution to the initiative. 

"Across Europe people are rediscovering their towns and cities, their neighbors and their heritage - and reducing congestion, pollution and accidents - thanks to the In Town Without My Car! initiative," she said. 

Her desire for an extension of Car-Free Day has lots of support. In fact, the day has turned into European Mobility Week. 

The week started last Thursday when the Environment Directorate of the European Commission hosted a conference in Brussels on Smart Moves for Sustainable Mobility. 

Experts and decision makers from all over the world gathered to try to answer difficult questions and tackle the real problems of mobility in cities. 

In Chrudim, Czech Republic cyclists left their cars parked. (Photo courtesy European Mobility Week)
This year, public transport, cycling, and living streets/greenways were selected as common themes for the whole of Europe. 

Safe streets for children is another focus of attention. Children are vulnerable road users. Each year 2,163 young people under the age of 17 are killed in traffic. Most accidents happen on the way to and from school. 

At the local level, each local authority that takes part organizes its own "In town, without my car!" event and involves as many citizens as possible as well as other local players such as shopkeepers, companies, associations and schools. The goal is to facilitate widespread debate on the necessity for changes in behavior in relation to mobility and in particular the use of the private car. 

Friends of the Earth welcomed Car Free Day, saying that reducing traffic in urban areas brings real benefits, allowing communities to experience calmer, safer environments for pedestrians, cyclists and commuters. 

Friends of the Earth welcomed European Car Free Day but said more must be done to reduce traffic, and cut pollution and noise during the rest of the year. 

Tony Bosworth, Friends of the Earth's transport campaigner, said, "We hope that as many motorists as possible will support European Car Free Day and discover alternatives to the car that can be used throughout the year. But the government and local authorities must also do more by investing in public transport and facilities for cyclists and pedestrians. Using the car less must become more than just an annual event." 

The Dutch Presidency of the EU is making an effort to raise the profile of sustainable transport as an issue to be resolved without delay. In his presentation Monday to the European Parliament Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, Pieter van Geel, state secretary for housing, spatial planning and the environment said, "Mobility is vital to today’s society but road traffic is a source of environmental concern." 

"The problems it causes, like air pollution, noise nuisance and greenhouse gas emissions, are difficult to solve and harm both human health and the environment. For that reason, I think it is essential to get the subject back onto the European agenda. It is already on the agenda for a policy debate at next month’s Environment Council," said van Geel.
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REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA (ROA)  - NEWS UPDATE

 23 September 2004

UNEP in the news

Donors help Kenya rehabilitate polluted Nairobi Dam
Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - The governments of France, Belgium and Japan have agreed to help Kenya rehabilitate the heavily polluted Nairobi Dam, choked by affluent from neighboring slums, and turn it into a source for safe drinking water, an official said Wednesday. Water and Natural Resources minister, Martha Karua said the project, which is under the auspices of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP), UN-Habitant and other development partners, would cost over $887,750. While launching the Nairobi Dam Trust, Karua also said the government would create recreational facilities at the dam, covering 31 hectares. Volunteers from the neighboring Kibera Slums, the major source of the Dam's pollutants, will provide some of the requisite manpower, she said. The rehabilitation will also help provide drinking water for residents of the neighboring slums. Residents of the heavily populated slum experience problems in accessing clean water as the demand outstrips supply. The minister blamed Kibera residents and a number of local companies for polluting the dam, which was once a recreational facility. Widespread water weeds and the water hyacinth also overwhelm the dam.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057501&dte=22/09/2004
Avert Environmental Disasters Education Minister Warns

The NEWS (Monrovia): Education Minister Dr. Evelyn Kandakai has pointed to the need for Liberians to adapt a posture that is environment-friendly in order to avert environmental disasters and recurrent hazards relative to the depletion of the ozone layer. Education Minister Dr. Evelyn Kandakai has pointed to the need for Liberians to adapt a posture that is environment-friendly in order to avert environmental disasters and recurrent hazards relative to the depletion of the ozone layer. Liberia joined several countries in the world on Thursday to celebrate the United Nations International Ozone Day. This year's program was held under the theme, "Save our Sky: Ozone Friendly Planet, Our Target." It was organized by the National Ozone Unit of the Environmental Protection Agency of Liberia in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP). In her keynote address, Dr. Evelyn Kandakai realized the important role the ozone layer plays in the protection of mankind, and called on Liberians to exert efforts to stop the production and use of chemicals that are causing the depletion of the ozone layer. "We can be smarter consumers rather than victims of unfortunate circumstances and unwitting compliance to ozone depletion by continuing to do nothing," she said. Hence, the Education Minister said it was time for the Government and its people to take environmental problems seriously. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409201110.html
General Environment News

Zim Makes Efforts to Phase Out Ozone Depleting Substances

The Herald (Harare) Zimbabwe and other developing countries have made tremendous efforts to comply with the phase-out schedules of ozone depleting substances under the 1987 Montreal Protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer. Speaking at the commemoration of the International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer in Kariba on Thursday, the Minister of Environment and Tourism, Cde Francis Nhema, said Zimbabwe had now established a licensing system for the importation and exportation of ozone depleting substances (ODS) through Statutory Instrument 133 of 2004. "With these regulations, control mechanisms will be put in place to reduce the influx of ODS and ODS dependent equipment. "This will undoubtedly create a lucrative black market for ODSs and ODS dependent equipment. "A core group of customs officers has been trained and they have already started on a comprehensive training programme to equip other customs officers with the necessary skills to deal with anticipated contraband trade," he said. Cde Nhema said the demand for new imports of ODS would be reduced through the application of good practices in the servicing sector and the retrofitting of existing equipment in the end user sector. The minister also said that Government had put in place the policy and legal framework to support ODS phase-out, which will give impetus to accelerate the phase out process. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409200224.html
Leaded Petrol On Way Out

Zimbabwe Independent (Harare): THE Ministry of Energy and Power Development plans to phase out the use of leaded petrol as the fuel crisis resurfaces in the country. The director of petroleum in the Ministry of Energy and Power Development, said on Monday that cabinet had already approved the decision. "We want to stop using leaded fuel in the country and move towards the use of unleaded fuel and cabinet looked into the issue and approved it," Mudzinganyama told a parliamentary portfolio committee on Mines, Energy, Environment and Tourism last week. Binga MP Joel Gabbuza chaired the meeting. He said the phasing out of leaded fuel was in line with global trends as more motor vehicle manufacturers were making cars that use unleaded fuel. The United States and most other developed countries had switched from leaded to unleaded fuel years ago, he said. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409170216.html
Nigeria, Cameroon Flag Off Transboundary Conservation Project

Vanguard (Lagos): The Gashaka-Gumti and Tchabal Mbabo Transboundry conservation project was one of the practical developments of bilateral agreement signed in August, 2003 in Limbe, Cameroon, by the Ministers of Environment of Nigeria and Cameroon. Pissed by human activities threatening biodiversity conservation in the Montane Forests of Gashaka Gumti National Park in Nigeria and Tchabal Mbabo Forest in Cameroon, the governments of Nigeria and Cameroon have put a transboundary initiative for ecosystem conservation in place. This came to the fore during the 5-days full project design workshop held in Yankari National Park, Bauchi, last week. The workshop that had the representatives of both countries in attendance aimed at producing a working document for the full implementation of the project by the second half of year 2005. Mr. Paddy Ezeala, Communities Manager of the Nigerian Conservation Foundation (NCF) who was at the workshop told Vanguard Property & Environment that this collaboration for conservation could be considered as a tangible result of the intentions expressed by the governments of both countries to join hands after the ruling from the international court of Justice on the Nigeria - Cameroon boundary dispute. The Regional Coordinator, United Nations Development Programme/Global Environment Facility, Mr. Abdoulaye Ndiaye said the project would be funded by GEF through UNDP, adding that $3.5 million would be made available through the UNDP while the remaining $4 million would be sourced by the project's collaborators. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409210649.html
Ghanaian authorities worry over disappearance of plants

Accra, Ghana (PANA) - Against the backdrop of growing fears about the possible extinction of some plant species, the Ministry of Environment and Science has indicated plans to tackle genetic loss and degradation of plant resources as part of the general mobilization to reduce poverty in Ghana. To that end, Environment and Science deputy minister Matthew Antwi said it was important for all stakeholders including policy-makers, researchers, industrialists and farmers to obtain sufficient and relevant information on plant resources. Dr Antwi was speaking yesterday at the launch of the Plant Resources of Tropical Africa (PROTA) Foundation at Fumesua near Kumasi. PROTA is an international programme aimed at providing information links between past, present and future natural resources management initiatives. It also seeks to link organizations in the Natural Resources Management sector by providing and distributing the "synthesis of available knowledge needed to make optional choices in natural resources management."

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057401&dte=22/09/2004
Strange disease kills Uganda's hippos
Kampala, Uganda (PANA) - A strange disease under investigation by wild life experts in Queen Elizabeth National Park (QENP) in western Uganda has so far killed 120 hippos. The disease struck mid last month in the Rift Valley lakes of George and Edward along the border with DR Congo. In past two weeks some residents in nearby villages have died after suspectedly eating meat of the dead hippo. QENP chief warden John Bosco Nuwe said carcasses of hippos were floating on water bodies in western Uganda and it was feared that as their decomposition might affect fish and crocodiles. "The deaths occurred mainly on the northern shores of Lake George, around the banks of Lake Edward and crater lakes in Kyambura, Kashaka and Kasenyi," Nuwe said. Investigators from the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) and the Makerere University Veterinary Department have not yet identified the cause of the deaths. There are an estimated 4,000 hippos in the country. http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng057427&dte=22/09/2004
Road Construction Leads to Soil Loss

New Vision (Kampala): Soil erosion leads to soil degradation and several parts of the country have been affected in one way or another. In essence, the severity of soil erosion is a function of slope length, steepness and human activities. For example, the construction of roads and buildings on the unprotected ground generates large volumes of surface runoff that cause soil erosion. The problem is wide spread in Uganda because roads have murram surfaces and there is big boom in the housing sector. Sediment that reaches streams or water courses can accelerate erosion. Pesticides and fertilizers, frequently transported along with the eroding soil can contaminate or pollute downstream water sources and recreational areas. This problem is evident on most Kampala roads. Dr. Moses Tenywa, head of Soil Science department, Faculty of Agriculture Makerere University, says this problem is widespread in Uganda. "Many people focus on rural areas and yet not much soil loss occurs in vegetated land. Soil loss is today significant along the roads and newly constructed buildings mostly in urban areas," Tenywa says. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409210175.html
LNOC Take Sports In The Environment

The Analyst (Monrovia): The Liberia National Olympic Committee (LNOC) is expected to host a second annual Sporting and Environmental program. Speaking to a cross section of journalists yesterday, the Chairman of this year’s program, LNOC Secretary General, A. S. Morris Kainessie, said the annual event is gear toward sensitizing the inhabitants of the community about the significant of sports in the Environment. According to him, clean environment enhances a healthy mind and body as well as the growth of a person. He furthered that sport develop the psychological and physical abilities of an individual, and noted that if an environment is unclean, both the psychological and physical abilities will be hampered. Chairman kainessie further revealed that plans are also on underway to extend the programme activities into other parts of the country. The one day event is scheduled for this Saturday at Vamuma House in Sinkor. The LNOC launched the program last year to sensitize the public on the need to keep a clean and heathy environment at all time. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409201034.html
Mobile Courts Ready

This Day (Lagos): Kaduna State Government has established mobile courts to prosecute violators of environmental laws in the area. According to the Commissioner for Environment and Natural Resources, Malam Hussain Jallo, government has also appointed sanitary inspectors to embark on house-to-house inspection in order to enforce compliance of sanitary rules. Government would also, beginning from next year, contract refuse collection and disposal in parts of the state to private firms. Already Kaduna metropolis has been divided into 130 zones, for effective coordination. Each household is expected to contribute financially to the scheme and the money put in a dedicated account. District and village heads as well as the Kaduna State Environmental Protection Agency are involved in this project. http://allafrica.com/stories/200409220388.html
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UN or UNEP in the news

Ministry of Environment and Construction revealed that the Climate Observatory in Hanimaadhoo of South Thiladhunmathi Atoll been built and is ready for research on the Asian Brown Clouds.
MaldivesInfo (press release), Maldives, 23 September 2004 - The Ministry of Environment and Construction has revealed that the Climate Observatory in Hanimaadhoo of South Thiladhunmathi Atoll has been built and is ready for research on the Asian Brown Clouds that gather over the country during the North East Monsoon.
…Research work using these equipment is to begin in October. Preliminary research were conducted to test the equipment. The Project is jointly implemented by the United Nations Environment Programme and the Centre for Clouds Chemistry and Climate and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the American University of California and the Government of Maldives.
http://www.maldivesinfo.gov.mv/news.php?newsid=4069 

Car Free Day campaign revs up 
Jakarta Post, Indonesia, 23 September 2004 - A plaque signed by New York mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani on Sept. 13, 1999, to commemorate the centennial of Henry H. Bliss' death was meant to "promote safety on streets and highways", as well as to remember Bliss as "the first recorded motor vehicle fatality".
The date of Bliss' death initiated the UN-endorsed Car Free Day movement around the globe. 
In Jakarta, where motorized vehicles dominate the streets, leaving little room for pedestrians and cyclists, the Clean Emission Partnership staged a Car Free Day campaign on Wednesday. 
The campaign was also held to commemorate World Ozone Day, which fell on Sept. 16. 
http://www.thejakartapost.com/detailcity.asp?fileid=20040923.G02&irec=1 

General Environment News

Weather office brace for the worst
fijilive.com, Fiji, Thursday September 23, 2004 - The chances of Fiji being hit by extreme weather are high as a result of climate change and abnormal weather phenomena say the Director of Meteorology. 
Director of Meteorology Rajendra Prasad says Cyclone Frances and Ivan, which wreaked havoc in Florida, and the floods in Haiti and Bangladesh should be a warning to all. 
…Prasad has advised members of the Fiji public to be prepared at all times with the local cyclone season starting in November.
http://www.fijilive.com/news/show/news/2004/09/23/23Flive06.html 
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	Bring Out the Anti-Hurricane Artillery

	



By Diego Cevallos*
Within five years there may be methods available to manipulate and reduce the devastating impacts of hurricanes like Ivan, Frances and Jeanne, which have hit the Caribbean in recent weeks.
MEXICO CITY - To date, all of the weapons that meteorologists and scientists have come up with to debilitate tropical cyclones have failed. But research into ways to fight hurricanes continues, and in five years there could be some important breakthroughs, say experts. 

The power of a hurricane can be equal to that of a 10-megaton nuclear bomb every 20 minutes, and several have been thrashing the tropical regions of the Americas. The latest is tropical storm Jeanne, which veered north after causing intense flooding in Haiti that had killed at least 250 people as of Monday. 

Potential weapons against this natural phenomenon include the use of a special liquid that prevents evaporation of seawater that feeds the giant storms, the release of ash into the storm, and the employment of silver iodide -- the only procedure that has been put to the test. 

''There is skepticism about the possibility of effectively controlling the cyclones, but in five years we might know if it is a well-founded skepticism or not,'' hurricane expert Ricardo Prieto, of the Mexican Institute of Water Technology. 

In theory and in laboratory experiments, scientists are working with ''the micro-physics of clouds,'' a field that could produce important clues about the manipulation of cyclones before 2010, Prieto said. 

While those studies continue in Mexico, the U.S. government is conducting others, which include on-site observations and measurements of the storms, using aircraft and satellites in an attempt to determine how hurricanes behave. 

Thanks to scientific advances, in the past 30 years there was a great leap in tropical storm research, which made precise alerts possible about when and where they are formed. However, so far there is no way to manipulate the strength or direction that the storms or hurricanes take. 

Tropical storms and their more intense cousins, known in the Americas as hurricanes, and in other parts of the world as 'baguio', typhoons or 'Willy-willy', begin to form when the ocean temperatures in the latitudes near the tropics increase, as occurs in the Western Hemisphere between May and November. 

Converging in the cyclone are winds and clouds of different temperatures that spin at a high speed due to the rotation of the Earth. The ever-changing patterns of movement cause strong gusts of wind and storms with enormous destructive power. 

In the 1960s, the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) tried to weaken the cyclones by using aircraft to ''inject'' them with silver iodide, which theoretically would cause condensation inside the storm, accelerating their life cycle and decline. The normal life cycle of this meteorological phenomenon can reach two weeks. 

The plan, known as Project Stormfury, was tried on Hurricane Beulah in 1963 and on Debbie in 1969, but the results were disappointing. 

Another attempt at neutralizing these storms -- currently only in the experimental phase -- focuses on creating a liquid that would prevent the evaporation of ocean water where the cyclones form, but this has also failed so far. 

In the 1970s the idea emerged to release billions of ash particles, created from the burning of petroleum, along the edges of the cyclone to absorb the solar radiation and generate heat, which, it was hoped, would deactivate the power of the storm. This theory has not yet been put to the test. 

''As long as there is not some sort of weapon against hurricanes, all we can do is continue to coexist with them in an era in which their frequency seems to be increasing, because already the Caribbean is above the yearly average,'' Ricardo Sánchez, director for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), told Tierramérica. 

Some scientists think this year's spate of storms is due to global warming, a phenomenon attributed to the burning of fossil fuels and their release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. But there is no consensus about the possible link between global warming and the increased number of hurricanes this season. 

According to Sánchez, for now what the countries of Central America and the Caribbean should do -- as they are most affected by hurricanes -- is work to reduce their vulnerability to the storms' destructive force. They are particularly at risk because of the degradation of soils, deforestation, unregulated urbanization and widespread poverty. 

With a deteriorated environment and millions of people living in precarious settlements, natural phenomena multiply their destructive capacity, as occurred in 1998 with Hurricane Mitch, which killed 10,000 people and left material damage worth more than six billion dollars in its wake. 

From 1970 to 2001, natural disasters caused 246,569 deaths in Latin America and the Caribbean and directly affected another 144 million people. In that period material losses reached 68.6 billion dollars. 

Shaken by these tragedies, in the past few years the region has made strides in improving civil defense against natural disasters, facilitating faster evacuations and reaching the people affected more quickly. 

Cuba was able to evacuate some two million people last week to protect them from Hurricane Ivan, one of the six most powerful storms since 1974. Mexico, Jamaica and other countries carried out similar efforts, but Ivan's destructive force was such that the death toll surpassed 60. 

Given the relatively tiny economies of the Caribbean and Central America, hurricanes as big as Ivan cause enormous losses. 

The small island nation of Grenada, for example, home to just over 100,000 inhabitants, saw nearly 90 percent of its buildings destroyed, and the response capacity of the government and other organizations was more than overwhelmed. 

According to experts, Hurricane Mitch's passage through Central America in 1998 set back the region's economic development by at least a decade. 

The UNEP's Sánchez says the international community should set up ''a global stabilization fund'' to help countries that are hit by natural disasters like hurricanes, earthquakes, drought or flooding. 

However, he added, ''the region itself must invest more in prevention and in restoring the deteriorated environment.'' 

Of the disaster-related loans and donations that reach Latin America and the Caribbean, 90 percent goes towards assistance and reconstruction efforts, and just 10 percent for prevention. 

	Brazilian Heartthrob Goes Organic

	


Marcos Palmeira, a famous Brazilian film and television actor, spoke with Tierramérica about his experience in sustainable agriculture and what he thinks of genetically modified crops.
RIO DE JANEIRO - Brazilian actor Marcos Palmeira, 41, famous for his roles in 28 films and ''around 15'' television drama series -- he says he lost count, but they include ''Irmaos Coragem'' (Brothers Courage), ''Pantanal'' and ''Vale Tudo'' (Anything Goes) -- is also known as an organic farmer. 

He grows crops free of synthetic or chemical pesticides or fertilizer on 250 hectares near Rio de Janeiro, and it was about that side of his life, away from the spotlight, that he spoke with Tierramérica. 

Q: What led you to become an organic farmer? 
A: My concern about the health of people and of the planet. I discovered that it isn't enough that food be natural for it to be healthy. Everything comes from nature, including the chemical fertilizers that threaten our health. Health is a very complex thing. I then began to support organic agriculture, which led me to discover biodynamics, and I approached the Brazilian Association of Biodynamic Agriculture. 

Q: But was there some event in your life that awakened your interest? 
A: Yes, I realized that the people who worked on my farm didn't eat what they themselves were producing, because they knew they had treated it with poison. 
When I bought the farmland seven years ago, it was a conventional farming operation. When I saw that the workers weren't eating what they had cultivated, I began to change my ideas. 

Q: Did they tell you themselves that they didn't eat the food because of the agro-chemicals? 
A: Yes, they said that the agro-toxins they applied during cultivation made them ill, that it burned their eyes and made their skin itch. How could they eat something treated with those chemicals? They opted to buy their food elsewhere. It was a completely incoherent situation. I realized this, and I began to change things, to look for guidance. 

Q: What does your farm produce? 
A: Vegetables, fruits, milk and dairy products, 'caipira' (free-range chicken) eggs. We are in transition now towards working in a totally balanced ecosystem, one that is self-sustainable, and towards obtaining biodynamic certification. 

Q: What changes have there been on the farm? 
A: Now the workers are eating what they harvest and they feel they part of the production system, that they are valued. A great number of birds reappeared, like toucans and parrots. Also the 'tamanduá' (Tamandua tetradactyla), which eat vegetables, but also the ants that devastate the crops. Visitors are shocked by the many spiderwebs there are in my stable, but spiders naturally control flies. 

Q: Your father, film director Zelito Viana, made a movie about Indians, and you accompanied him during filming. Did that have any influence on your decision to pursue organic farming? 
A: I spent 90 days with the Xavante, an indigenous group in the (central state) of Mato Grosso. I was 16 at the time, and I recently went back, 25 years later. I think my contact with them reinforced my respect for nature, it made me see it in a new way -- see that human beings are an integral part of it. 

Q: What is your opinion of genetically modified crops? 
A: I think they are unsound; they are absurd. I think the world is once again being tied to the market: advertising for the transgenic products repeats that of the agro-toxins, and talks about a healthy food that will feed the planet. But it has been proven that the food problem lies in poor distribution, not the lack of production. The same thing happens with wealth. Income isn't lacking, but is poorly distributed. 

Q: Beyond agro-toxins, what other environmental problem do you see as a priority? 
A: Humans, in their ambition, seek profit at any cost, even with the burning of native forest in order to create more farmland. I think humankind is the great culprit, because we don't learn, we don't see ourselves as a part of nature. There are interesting ecological ways of living. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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W E D N E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Calls for stronger UN highlight second day of General Assembly debate

*
Peacebuilding success hinges on needed support, Annan tells Security Council

*
Middle East: Despite lack of progress, Quartet reaffirms support for Road Map

*
Annan strongly condemns ‘heinous’ suicide bombing in Jerusalem

*
UN agencies find number of Sudanese displaced from Darfur jumps to 1.45 million

*
Annan calls for aid to Haiti after hundreds killed by Tropical Storm Jeanne 

*
DR of Congo, Rwanda agree to new mechanism on border issues – Annan

*
UN and partners agree to focus on Kosovo’s economy, security and Belgrade ties

*
UN envoy voices concern over Israeli violations of Lebanese airspace

*
Foreign investment keeps falling but outlook healthier, UN report says

*
Annan selects Swiss legal professor to uphold rights of internally displaced

*
Liberia: UN and partners voice concern at funding shortfall for peace process

*
UN calls on governments to protect farm workers from killer pesticides

* * * *

General Assembly

22 September – National leaders speaking on the second day of the United Nations General Assembly’s annual high-level debate today highlighted the vital role of multilateralism in solving world crises, the need to strengthen the world body and the threat that global poverty poses to international peace and security.

Opening the morning session, President Sulejman Tihic of Bosnia and Herzegovina drew on the tragic experience of his own country – torn apart a decade ago by ethnic war between Serbs, Muslims and Croats in which thousands were massacred – to highlight the need for effective UN action.

“If UN mechanisms had been more efficient, the aggression against Bosnia and Herzegovina would not have happened or, at least, the war could not have lasted that long,” he said. “And genocide would not have been committed in the UN safe haven of Srebrenica and Žepa,” he added of the UN-designated zone where between 7,000 and 8,000 Muslim men and boys were murdered in July 1995 after it was overrun by Serbs.

President Alejandro Toledo of Peru stressed the indispensable role the UN has to play in the current evolving world. “Without it, the goals of global governance towards preventing and curbing international conflicts, civil wars and ethnical and cultural conflicts will not be attained,” he declared. “Let us all strengthen the juridical structure of the United Nations, the rule of international law.”

But he warned that no amount of reinforcement would help without addressing hunger, poverty and inequality among and within nations. “The international community must understand – we all must – that peace, security and the stability of the world system are not uniquely related to political, military or strategic issues,” he said. “Poverty and exclusion are some of the new threats to peace and security.” 

Striking a similar note, President Sam Nujoma of Namibia called the widening income gap between the industrialized North and the developing South a dangerous time bomb, adding that the planet was too small to perpetuate the coexistence of abject poverty and abundance of prosperity within its fold.

The world had enormous resources to fight and defeat poverty and hunger and developed countries should consider their support to the countries of the South as an act of enlightened contribution to regional and global stability, he declared. Like other leaders he called for UN reform, including the enlargement of the Security Council to reflect new economic and regional realities that did not exist four decades ago at the time of the last enlargement.

But South African President Thabo Mbeki declared that for the billions of the planet’s poor, and powerless, people, the description of the UN in the Millennium Declaration as “the most universal and most representative organization in the world” was a mockery. “We comforted or perhaps deluded ourselves with the thought,” he added, “afraid to ask the question – is it?”

He underscored the gulf between “the grandeur of our words and the vision they paint of a world of peace, free of war, a world characterized by shared prosperity, free of poverty” and the paltry results. For the wealthy and powerful, terrorism is the major threat, but “the poor and powerless feel threatened by a permanent hurricane of poverty, which is devastating their communities as horrendously as Hurricane Ivan destroyed the Caribbean island state of Grenada,” he added.

President Ismail Omar Guelleh of Djibouti also stressed the deficit in achieving the lofty goals of the Millennium Declaration to combat poverty and hunger and achieve a range of other social targets, noting that of the world’s 50 least developed countries, 34 were on his own continent of Africa.

“There is a mounting recognition that global poverty and inequality threaten national security interests,” he said. “Something must be done for the millions suffering in those countries, as well. To ignore them is at our own peril.” He added that action to solve the conflicts in Africa must come through the UN. “This is the only path that confers a degree of legitimacy for any actions taken,” he declared.

The battle against poverty, hunger and social inequality also figured high in Paraguayan President Nicanor Duarte Frutos’ address. “It is here that the UN, this noble organization, must not lose its historical memory, its raison d’etre, the objectives that gave it birth.”

Among measures he proposed for his continent of Latin America were debt relief and adequate social investment to allow the Millennium goals to be reached. He also called on rich countries to fully open their markets to agricultural exports from the developing world.

Speaking from the frontline of the war on terrorism President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan warned that the immediate anti-terrorist response has to be accompanied by socio-economic reform in Muslim nations and adequate financial and technical assistance and larger trade opportunities from the industrialized world. “A bold and innovative global strategy is required to redress the growing inequalities,” he said.

He welcomed a resurgence of support for multilateralism, saying this must be based on the principles of the UN Charter. “All our collective aspirations can be best pursued within this world organization,” he declared. “The United Nations must be strengthened and revitalized to respond to the challenges of the 21st century.” 

Latvian President Vaira Vike-Freiberga voiced pessimism over the “many dramatic and disconcerting events” since last year’s high-level debate, referring to the “indiscriminate and brutal terrorist attacks on civilians” all over the world – in Russia, Spain, Iraq, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia and elsewhere. “Ten years after the human catastrophe in Rwanda, we are again confronted with the systematic rape, torture and killing of civilians in the Darfur region of Sudan,” she added.

But she reiterated Latvia’s deep commitment to the UN and effective multilateralism. “Latvia believes that the UN must maintain its crucial role in the mediation of international disputes, and that the United Nations Member States must summon the collective political will to support the UN as a truly credible force for peace,” she declared.

President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe called for reform of the UN, noting that already last year he stressed “the perils inherent in the status quo, particularly, with regard to the dominance of global politics by one superpower and its closest allies.” He said debate on reforming the Security Council has been too long drawn because of attempts calculated to protect those whose interests are best served by the status quo.

“We are seriously concerned that the United Nations, the pre-eminent instrument for the maintenance of international peace and security, watched helplessly while Iraq was plundered by the US- and UK-led so-called coalition of the willing,” he declared. “Such belligerent gun-slinging diplomacy and illegitimate territorial occupation of the state of Iraq are blemishes on the fair play image of the UN.”

Malawi’s President Bingu Wa Mutharika returned to the theme of combating poverty in an address he titled “Sharing global prosperity,” underscoring what he called the “dismal” results of the international community to alleviate the scourge. He called on the industrialized nations to share the prosperity of globalization with poor nations and for the UN to adopt a holistic approach in the war on HIV/AIDS combining support, care, treatment and prevention with the provision of adequate, nutritious food and proper diet.

“We share the belief that a more representative and democratic United Nations will enhance the efficiency and credibility of this global organization,” he concluded. “This will also enhance the efforts towards a just and more equitable sharing of global prosperity.”

Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin called for reforms “designed to put our common humanity at the centre of the UN’s agenda.” He cited as an example the current crisis in Darfur, proposing a “responsibility to protect” clause which would enshrine the legal right to intervene in a country on the grounds of humanitarian emergency when the government of that country “is unwilling or unable to protect their people from extreme harm as a result of internal war, repression or state failure.”

Other reforms would establish a permanent inspection and verification mechanism to curb the spread of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), and mechanisms to protect threatened minorities, pre-empt new pandemics and manage the environment. “The time has come for real reform of the United Nations,” he declared. “We must put aside narrow interests and work to common purpose to strengthen this universal institution, whose activities give force to our common humanity.”

Wrapping up the morning session, Deputy Prime Minister Issam Fares of Lebanon called on the UN to solve the Middle East problem by securing Israel’s withdrawal from occupied territories, giving the Palestinians an independent sovereign state and ensuring the return of Palestinian refuges to their homeland.

The world body should also assume more responsibility in resolving the violent conflict in Iraq and in restoring peace, stability and unity to the Iraqis, he said.

* * *

Security Council

22 September – As the Security Council embarked today on a discussion of building durable peace in countries shattered by war, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said this goal can be reached only when key conditions – including adequate resources and trained personnel – are met.

Mr. Annan cited the examples of El Salvador, Guatemala, Mozambique, Namibia and East Timor as evidence that conflict-torn States can restore stability. At the same time, he cautioned against impractical approaches. “We need to be realistic about what is achievable and we must have a clear political strategy for success – based on a sophisticated understanding of the context,” he said.

With the proper support, the UN’s work “can succeed, and the promise of peace-building can be realized,” he said at the outset of the meeting, which was convened on the initiative of Spain, Council President for the month of September, and chaired by its Foreign Minister, Miguel Ángel Moratinos. Foreign Ministers from 10 of the Council’s 14 other members also took part in the session.

The Secretary-General called on the Council to sustain its attention to hotspots even after the media spotlight has left. “The bit-by-bit building of peace, from the ground up, may not grab headlines – but it must command your vigilant attention and your long-term commitment,” he said, pointing to failed attempts at peace-building in Haiti and Liberia, where the UN has since returned in an effort to restore stability.

While peacekeeping funding needs are great, he pointed out that the money would be well spent. “UN peace operations an excellent investment,” he said. Over the course of its entire nearly six-decade history, the UN has spent just over $30 billion on peacekeeping – a mere one-thirtieth of the global military expenditures last year alone.

Mr. Annan also underscored the need for adequate security of UN civilian staff. “Risk is an unavoidable part of our work, but there must be a reasonable balance between the risk to be undertaken and the substantive contribution that civilians are called upon to make,” he said, appealing for support for new security measures he is slated to propose in the coming weeks.

For his part Said Djinnit, the African Union (AU) Commissioner for Peace and Security, noted that the Union had been called upon to respond quickly to conflict situations and emerging crises, particularly in Burundi and in Darfur, Sudan. He said the AU had deployed its operations in those areas in the expectation that the UN and other partners would provide the support needed.

Javier Solana, High Representative for the European Union’s Common Foreign and Security Policy, said that civilian aspects of peace-building had taken on primary importance as objectives broadened to include the restoration of a legitimate government and defence of the rule of law. While rebuilding a State had political and security dimensions, it also required the establishment of institutions which could inspire confidence among the people concerned.

The Secretary-General of the League of Arab States, Amre Moussa, said the complexity of present-day crisis management required drawing on the comparative advantage of different organizations. He stressed, however, that the Security Council itself must assume its duty in terms of the wider issue of maintaining international peace and security. Unfortunately, the Council had shown reluctance to deal with major issues such as the Arab-Israeli conflict and the situation of Palestine, as well as Israeli breaches of international law, he said.

* * *

Middle East

22 September – The members of the diplomatic Quartet, meeting today at United Nations Headquarters in New York, pledged support for the Road Map outline peace plan despite the lack of “significant progress” achieved so far.

In a statement released after their meeting, the representatives of the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and United States called on Israel and the Palestinians to do more to bring peace to the region, including living up to obligations outlined in the plan.

“The situation on the ground for both Palestinians and Israelis remains extremely difficult and no significant progress has been achieved on the Road Map,” the group said in a joint statement, referring to a plan that calls for a series of parallel and reciprocal steps by both sides, leading to two States living in peace and security by 2005.

“The Quartet notes with deep concern that genuine action is still needed so that an empowered Prime Minister and cabinet can fulfil the Palestinian Authority’s obligations under the Road Map, including an unequivocal end to violence and terrorism, and the dismantlement of terrorist capabilities and infrastructure,” its statement said.

The group also urged the Government of Israel to implement its obligations, including dismantling of settlement outposts erected since March 2001, and to impose a settlement freeze, as called for by US President Bush and in the Road Map. “The lack of action in this regard is a cause for concern,” it said, calling also for Israeli action to ease the humanitarian and economic plight of the Palestinian people.

As it did in May, the Quartet reaffirmed its concerns on the actual routing of the Israeli separation barrier. It urged positive action by the Government of Israel with respect to the barrier’s route and reiterated its view that no party should undertake unilateral actions that could prejudge issues which can only be resolved through negotiations and agreement between the parties.

The Quartet also reaffirmed its encouragement for Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s intention to withdraw from all Gaza settlements and parts of the West Bank and reiterated that withdrawal from Gaza should be full, complete and undertaken in a manner consistent with the Road Map.

* * *

Middle East

22 September – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan condemned what he called the “heinous” suicide bombing in Jerusalem today, sent his condolences to the Israeli Government and called on the Palestinian Authority to take all necessary measures to put an end to such terror attacks.

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the suicide bombing that took place today in Jerusalem,” a statement issued by Mr. Annan’s spokesman Fred Eckhard said. “He extends his condolences to the Government of Israel and the families of the victims and wishes speedy recovery for the wounded.

“The Secretary-General urges the Palestinian Authority to take all necessary measures to put an end to terror and to bring to justice the organizers of such heinous crimes,” the statement added.

* * *

Sudan

22 September – The number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Sudan’s strife-torn Darfur region has swelled to 1.45 million, United Nations humanitarian agencies announced today, warning that figure is likely to rise even further as relief officials move to document the situation in areas that were previously restricted.

Unveiling its latest humanitarian profile for Darfur, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) stated that the number of inhabitants affected by the region’s conflict surged during August to 1.8 million from 1.5 million.

Most of that increase was caused by a jump in the number of IDPs, who have risen by some 220,000 to 1.45 million since the start of August. They live in dozens of often overcrowded or unhygienic camps across Darfur, a vast, impoverished region in western Sudan that has been beset by militia attacks against civilians since last year.

OCHA officials say there are two reasons for the sharp rise: humanitarian workers have recently registered IDPs in areas that had been restricted or off-limits because of rebel or Government control, and there are constant fresh arrivals of IDPs fleeing their home villages.

Even in the camps, many of the IDPs lack access to regular food, clean drinking water, sanitation and basic health care.

OCHA expects the IDP numbers to go higher because aid workers are now gaining access to more territory controlled by two rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM).

The Darfur conflict began last year when SLA and JEM took up arms against the Sudanese Government. Then armed militias allied to Khartoum began conducting attacks against civilians, murdering and raping villagers and destroying homes and cropland.

Apart from the large population of IDPs, another 200,000 Sudanese have fled across the border and become refugees in neighbouring Chad.

Meanwhile, Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, has spent the day in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, holding talks with officials from the African Union (AU) about how the two organizations can work better together on Darfur.

* * *

Haiti

22 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today called for international support for Haiti in the wake of Tropical Storm Jeanne, which has killed at least 690 people and left a devastating trail of floods and mudslides across the north of the destitute Caribbean country.

Mr. Annan “is deeply saddened by the heavy loss of life and destruction” caused by Tropical Storm Jeanne, his spokesman said in a statement which noted that the residents of the city of Gonaïves – Haiti’s third largest – have particularly suffered in the subsequent floods.

Much of Haiti’s official death toll of 691 comes from Gonaïves, which remains without electricity or functioning landline telephones and is still at high risk of looting, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

Haitian authorities say another 1,050 people are missing and OCHA reports that the death toll could go even higher because some families in Gonaïves are burying their dead without formally reporting them. Many residents are living in 20 temporary shelters around the city, but conditions there are poor.

The UN is accelerating its efforts to provide food, clean water, shelter and health care to the estimated 175,000 people affected by Tropical Storm Jeanne, which struck Haiti and the neighbouring Dominican Republic at the weekend.

The UN World Food Programme (WFP) has sent its first convoy of trucks, carrying rice, vegetable oil and dry rations, to the city, which has about 100,000 residents. A second convoy is expected to leave the capital Port-au-Prince later today.

WFP’s Haiti Country Director Guy Gavreau described the situation in the Western Hemisphere’s poorest nation as dire. “The water washed away entire homes and belongings. Many people don’t even have the means to cook. To start with, we are supplying rations ready to eat until people get access to cooking facilities. We are also providing 5,000 loaves of fresh bread, the first time we have ever done this in Haiti.”

Gonaïves is not the only city to have suffered. On the north coast, at least 56 people have died in Port de Paix, where about a third of the city remains under water. Floods and mudslides have also made it impossible to reach some parts of the department of L’Artibonite.

Today the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is sending 30 social workers to Haiti to help children traumatized by what they have experienced. The agency has also dispatched maternal health kits.

The UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), the UN World Health Organization (WHO) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are also stepping up their efforts to provide and distribute relief, especially clean drinking water.

A seven-member UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination team is also arriving in Haiti today and tomorrow to help local authorities organize their response.

Haiti, which has been hit by heavy floods several times so far this year, is particularly vulnerable because years of deforestation have stripped the land of much of its topsoil.

* * *

Great Lakes

22 September – The Governments of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and neighbouring Rwanda have agreed to a joint mechanism to address border security issues, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan announced today.

The new technical body, first discussed in June at a summit convened by Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, will be launched in October and be known as the Joint Verification Mechanism (JVM). It will comprise experts from the Governments of both countries as well as the UN and the African Union.

A statement issued by a spokesman for Mr. Annan said the Secretary-General “believes that the JVM will be an effective instrument of confidence building” and looks forward to the active engagement of the Regional Support Group in future efforts to help the DRC and Rwanda to normalize their bilateral relations.

In his latest report on the DRC, the Secretary-General said a regional support group composed of African personalities “could be envisaged to increase confidence-building, at the political level, between the Democratic Republic of the Congo and its neighbours.”

Mr. Annan’s announcement today followed a working lunch he hosted for DRC President Joseph Kabila and Rwandan Prime Minister Bernard Makuza as well as members of the Regional Support Group.

In a related development, Mr. Annan also welcomed the statement adopted today by the International Committee in Support of the Transition (known by its French acronym CIAT) that endorsed the “critical path” of the DRC transition, called for a mechanism for sustained dialogue between the Committee and the country’s transitional institutions, and urged the international community to provide the assistance in military integration and police training.

The Secretary-General welcomed CIAT’s call on the international community to harmonize its political and economic strategies by carefully calibrating its political goals and financial and material assistance as a means of encouraging the DRC’s authorities to move the transitional process forward.

“He stresses that at this critical juncture of the peace process in the DRC, the international community must increase its involvement to ensure that the progress achieved to date is consolidated, and that many outstanding tasks of the transition are completed,” the statement by Mr. Annan’s spokesman said.

* * *

Kosovo

22 September – Seeking to bring stability to Kosovo, officials from Europe, the United Nations and NATO meeting at the UN have agreed on the need to focus on the troubled province’s economy, security, relations with Belgrade and Serb participation in the reform process, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today.

In a statement issued on Monday’s talks, Mr. Annan said there was “broad agreement” among participants on what should be done to help Kosovo chart its way forward.

The Secretary-General, his Special Representative Søren Jessen-Petersen and Norwegian Ambassador Kai Eide – who conducted a UN probe of the political implications of the violence in March – spoke with officials from the European Union (EU), NATO, the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and key countries.

In his statement, Mr. Annan stressed the importance of the “standards process,” a scheme supervised by the UN requiring Kosovo to meet certain goals – such as holding free and fair elections, and establishing an impartial legal system – before a decision can be made on its final status.

The UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) has moved to transfer some responsibilities to the presidency, the government and the Kosovo Assembly, which collectively form the provisional institutions of self-government.

Mr. Annan said he would work with UNMIK to identify further areas of responsibility that can be transferred, but the provisional institutions needed to be more accountable and more consistent.

At least 19 people were killed and hundreds of homes and cultural or religious sites were damaged or destroyed in mid-March during violent attacks targeted at Kosovo’s minority communities, especially the Serbs.

Kosovo has been under UNMIK administration since June 1999 after members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization drove Yugoslav troops out amid fighting between the province’s Albanian and Serbian communities.

* * *

Lebanon

22 September – After a 24-hour period marked by nine Israeli violations of Lebanese airspace, a senior United Nations envoy to the region today called for an end to the overflights.

In a statement released in Beirut, the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, Staffan de Mistura, voiced his “serious concern” and said the renewed breaches “disturb the relative calm currently prevailing along the Blue Line” of withdrawal.

“The United Nations renews its urgent call on Israel to cease these violations and reminds all parties that one violation cannot justify another,” he said.

There were no reports of anti-aircraft fire in the recent incidents.

* * *

Trade and development

22 September – Total foreign investment fell worldwide in 2003 for the third consecutive year, driven mainly by a slump in the industrialized world, but Africa and the Asia-Pacific region enjoyed healthy rises in outside spending, a major United Nations report has found.

World Investment Report 2004, released today by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), argues that the outlook for the year ahead is promising, thanks to better economic growth, increasing corporate profits, higher stock prices and more mergers and acquisitions.

Foreign investment is also increasingly being targeted at services, especially the business, financial, telecommunications and leisure industries, and away from manufacturing and primary industries.

The annual report shows that foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows dropped 18 per cent to $560 billion last year from $679 billion in 2002 – well below the $1.4 trillion mark reached in 2000.

The slow and irregular pace of economic recovery in the developed world – which dominates the overall FDI totals – was the biggest reason for the slide, with the United States (down 30 per cent to its lowest levels since 1992) and the European Union (down 21 per cent) both suffering.

FDI inflows into Central and Eastern Europe also slumped, but the report’s authors at UNCTAD forecast that trend will turn around given many of the region’s nations joined the EU on 1 May.

The picture in the developing world was more mixed, with Africa and the Asia-Pacific – led by China – gaining overall, but Latin America and the Caribbean enduring another fall. The changes were unequal even within continents, with many of Africa’s most impoverished countries unable to attract nearly as much FDI as their neighbours.

African States rich in natural resources, such as Morocco, Angola, Equatorial Guinea, Nigeria and Sudan, attracted the bulk of the increased FDI to the continent – a total of $15 billion – whereas 24 countries received less than $100 million each.

Professor Jeffrey Sachs, Special Adviser to Secretary-General Kofi Annan on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – a set of eight, time-bound targets for reducing poverty and hunger and improving overall living standards – told a press briefing today that the outlook for the globe’s poorest States remains bleak.

“Many of the poorest countries are simply being bypassed by globalization, and the promises of the rich countries are not being fulfilled,” he said, adding that FDI is so important because it is one of the strongest engines for growth in the developing world.

Professor Sachs said the solution was not to try to halt the forces of globalization but to make them fairer, and to pressure affluent nations to meet their pledges.

“We need more globalization that reaches the poor countries, and more successful globalization, not less. The kind of globalization that the poorest countries are feeling is brain-drain. They’re not seeing the inflow of foreign investment.”

* * *

Displaced

22 September – Secretary-General Kofi Annan has appointed a legal professor from Switzerland with a long record of human rights advocacy as his Representative on the human rights of the world’s 24.6 million internally displaced persons (IDPs).

Walter Kälin, a professor of constitutional and international public law at Bern University, will act as an independent expert, investigating and reporting on the treatment of IDPs around the world.

Announcing the appointment today in a statement, Mr. Annan said Mr. Kälin will work closely with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator and the Division on Internal Displacement in the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

A current member of the UN Human Rights Committee, Mr. Kälin also helped draft the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement. From 1991 to 1992 he was Special Rapporteur on human rights in Kuwait under Iraqi occupation.

In his new post Mr. Kälin essentially replaces Francis M. Deng, who served as the Secretary-General’s Special Representative on IDPs from 1992 until his mandate expired in July this year.

In a report earlier this year to the UN Commission on Human Rights, Mr. Deng said the estimated number of IDPs has remained relatively flat over the past year at about 24.6 million.

But the situation was far from static; more than 3 million people, mostly Africans, became internally displaced last year, but another 3 million were able to return to their places of origin.

* * *

Liberia

22 September – Although Liberia has registered “remarkable progress” in the past year since the United Nations moved in to enforce a peace accord that ended nearly 15 years of vicious civil war, insufficient international funding to tackle the many formidable challenges ahead is cause for serious concern, according to a new assessment.

Budget shortfalls threaten the reintegration of ex-combatants, the return of refugees and the resettlement of internally displaced persons (IDPs), overall recovery efforts and the timetable for the registration of voters for October 2005 elections, Liberian, UN and West African officials declared after a joint session at UN Headquarters in New York. 

The first meeting of the National Transitional Government of Liberia (NTGL), UN and Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Coordination Mechanism, called on donors to contribute the necessary funds in a timely manner, noting that only $253 million of $520 million pledged by donors in February 2004 had so far been received.  

But the gathering also praised the great strides already made in such key areas as the deployment throughout the country of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), which now has over 14,500 troops on the ground, as well as 1,090 civilian police officers; the demobilization of over 76,000 former fighters and the training of recruits for a new Liberian police service; efforts to extend State authority throughout the country and preparations for next year’s national elections.

“Much of this progress was due to the partnership that has been developed between the NTGL, ECOWAS, UNMIL and all members of the United Nations family, as well as the support of donors and humanitarian organizations, and the determination of the Liberian people to put an end to violence and ensure that peace prevails in their country,” the participants said in a communiqué adopted on Monday.

But they also expressed concern over the limited capacity of the NTGL to deliver basic services to the population, the continuing disputes over government posts, which have made it difficult for the Government to function effectively, and the continuing threats to the peace process from some members of former armed factions who are not fully committed to the peace agreement.

The participants included UN Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Jean-Marie Guéhenno, NTGL Chairman Charles Gyude Bryant and Ghanaian Foreign Minister Nana Akufo-Addo representing the Chairman of ECOWAS. 

In a related development the UN refugee agency yesterday began registering Liberian refugees in neighbouring Sierra Leone for a programme of assisted repatriation starting next month. Under the plan, some 100,000 Liberian refugees are expected to return home this year, either with Agency assistance or spontaneously. Another 154,000 could repatriate in 2005, followed by 65,000 in 2006.

* * *

Pesticides

22 September – With an estimated 1 million to 5 million cases of pesticide poisoning occurring every year, several thousand of them fatal and most of them in the developing world, United Nations agencies today called on national governments to better protect agricultural workers.

“There is a widespread awareness that farm workers are at particular risk when pesticides are used improperly or when accidents occur,” Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Assistant Director-General Louise Fresco told a meeting of government representatives in Geneva. 

In developed countries, the most hazardous pesticides are either banned or strictly controlled, and farm workers who handle them wear protective clothing and equipment. But this is not always the case in developing nations, which use only 25 per cent of global pesticide production but account for a staggering 99 per cent of the related deaths.

Too often workers lack appropriate equipment, or the climate is too hot and humid to wear protective clothing comfortably. Spraying equipment may leak, and because workers may not have easy access to washing facilities they often wear contaminated clothing throughout the day, eating and drinking with contaminated hands.

The Geneva meeting is considering adding eight new pesticides to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure for certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade. The FAO and UN Environment Programme (UNEP) staff the Convention, which seeks to help developing countries more effectively manage hazardous chemicals and pesticides.

The pact prevents shipment of these chemicals – many of them linked to cancer, birth defects and other health problems – into developing nations without explicit prior agreement, and enables Member States to alert each other to possible risks. Whenever a government anywhere in the world bans or restricts a chemical for health or environmental reasons, this is reported to all member countries.

“The Rotterdam Convention will play a major role in empowering governments to ensure that only those pesticides that they can safely manage enter the country and that pesticides which are not appropriate to local conditions and technologies are excluded,” Ms. Fresco said.

* *** *

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Good afternoon. 

**Statement Attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Regarding the suicide bombing in Jerusalem today:  
“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the suicide bombing that took place today in Jerusalem.  He extends his condolences to the Government of Israel and the families of the victims and wishes speedy recovery for the wounded.  The Secretary-General urges the Palestinian Authority to take all necessary measures to put an end to terror and to bring to justice the organizers of such heinous crimes.”
**Haiti
A second statement that we have today concerns the impact on Haiti of the tropical storm.
“The Secretary-General is deeply saddened by the heavy loss of life and destruction suffered by the people of Haiti after the recent devastating floods.  He extends his deepest condolences to the families of the hundreds who have been killed or injured in the floods, especially in the hard-hit northwestern city of Gonaives.”
“The United Nations is supporting Haitian Authorities in the crisis and is increasing efforts to deliver food, shelter, health care and clean water to those most affected by the flooding.  The Secretary-General urges the international community to quickly provide Haiti, one of the world’s poorest countries, the support it needs to recover from this devastating natural disaster.”
**Haiti/Humanitarian Update
The World Food Programme (WFP) has sent the first humanitarian convoy to Gonaives.  The convoy of 12 all-terrain trucks carrying 40 metric tons of supplies reached the city last night, and a second convoy is due to leave Port au Prince later today.
As well as leaving the whole of Gonaives submerged, the floods also hit Port de Paix in the north-west, where a joint United Nations assessment team has reported that one third of the city is under water.
Haitian Authorities estimate the total number of dead currently at 691 for the northern region, and the number of missing at some 1,050.  The first part of a seven-member United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination team arrived in Haiti today, and the second part of the team arrives tomorrow.
The team is there to support the Government in their response to the emergency and will work with international aid agencies to make certain that critical needs are met, as efficiently as possible.
We have more on this upstairs in a release from WFP, and an update from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
**Secretary-General Meetings
A reminder of two high-level meetings going on today.
The Secretary-General is hosting a luncheon with President Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Prime Minister Bernard Makuza of Rwanda, along with members of the Regional Support Group, todiscuss how to enhance bilateral relations between the DRC and Rwanda.  We expect to have a statement available following that meeting.
Later in the afternoon, as you know, the Secretary-General will be hosting an informal meeting of the Middle East diplomatic Quartet.  And a written statement is also expected after that meeting.
**Security Council
The Security Council today is holding a ministerial meeting on “Civilian aspects of conflict management and peace building”, chaired by Miguel Ángel Moratinos, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Spain.
In addition to the Council members, the speakers include senior representatives of the African Union, the European Union and the League of Arab States.  The Secretary-General spoke first.
Peace-building can be successful, he said, referring to El Salvador, Guatemala, Mozambique, Namibia and East Timor.  But, he said, it requires a clear strategy, developed and executed by professionals, grounded in local conditions, reflected in realistic mandates, and supported by the Security Council and all parts of the United Nations system.
He urged the Council to sustain its interest and focus on each and every peace operation, and referred to the “bitter consequences of failed peace-building in Haiti and Liberia.”  We must not repeat those mistakes, he said.
Saying that United Nations peace operations are an excellent investment, he noted that in the entire history of the United Nations, just over $30 billion has been spent in peacekeeping –- which is just one thirtieth of the amount spent last year alone on global military expenditures.
Stressing the need for adequate security, he appealed for support when he proposes a new security measure to the General Assembly.  We have the text of his speech and the speakers’ list in my office.
**Secretary-General/Kosovo Contact Group Meeting
We have a statement upstairs from the Secretary-General on the consultations held here at Headquarters on Monday with key MemberStates and partner organizations dealing with Kosovo.
The Secretary-General says the meetings resulted in a general understanding of, and support for, an integrated strategy.
He says there was broad agreement on the need to focus on the economy, on security, on the need to engage with Belgrade and to bring the Kosovo Serbs into the process, as well as on the importance of the standards process.
He also added that the United Nations Mission in Kosovo will work to identify areas of further transfer and deeper engagement with Kosovo’s Provisional Institutions of Self-Government.
The Secretary-General will consider the results of Monday’s consultations in preparing his recommendations to the Security Council.  We have the full text of that statement upstairs.
**Sudan
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, was in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where he was meeting with African Union officials to discuss how the United Nations and the African Union could work better together in Darfur.
The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs says that the number of people affected by conflict in Darfur has climbed to 1.8 million, of whom 1.45 million were internally displaced persons (IDPs).
The new figures represent an increase of 220,000 internally displaced since the 1st of August.
**Lebanon
In a statement issued today, the Secretary-General’s Personal Representative for Southern Lebanon, Staffan de Mistura, expressed his serious concern at the nine Israeli air violations that have taken place over the last 24 hours.
The United Nations renews its urgent call on Israel to cease these violations and reminds all parties that one violation cannot justify another.  The full text of that statement is available upstairs.
**Treaties
Regarding treaties, at 3 o’clock this afternoon, the Chairman of the National Transitional Government of Liberia, Charles Gyude Bryant, is scheduled to sign, ratify or accede to 18 treaties, most of them concerning the protection of civilians.
Liberia’s actions are part of the “Focus 2004” treaty signing event this week at United Nations Headquarters, where world leaders are signing and ratifying a substantial number of treaties on the protection of civilians.  Yesterday, the event began when six countries (Bahrain, Burundi, Estonia, Lichtenstein, Malawi and Slovakia) took action on 12 different treaties.
**Liberia
For those of you who may have missed it, out as a press release is the text of the Final Communiqué issued following the first meeting of the National Transitional Government of Liberia, the United Nations and the Economic Community of West African States Coordination Mechanism.
They expressed concern at the slow pace at which funding is being made available for Liberia’s reconstruction and recovery.  To date, only $253 million has been received from the $520 million pledged by donors in February.
**FAO/UNEP/Pesticides
From agencies, the Food and Agriculture Organization and the UN Environment Programme are calling on governments to strengthen the protection available to agricultural workers in order to contain – or better yet reduce – the number of pesticide poisonings that farmers suffer.

An estimated one to five million cases of pesticide poisoning occur every year, resulting in several thousand fatalities among agricultural workers.

Most of these poisonings occur in the developing world, where safe health standards can be inadequate or nonexistent.

Although these countries use only 25 per cent of global pesticide production, they account for 99 per cent of the related deaths.

We have more on that upstairs.

**Press Conferences This Afternoon
Finally, press conferences.  Again, there’s a long list.  Starting with this afternoon, 12:45, Prime Minister Paul Martin of Canada; 2:00, Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the Earth Institute and Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on the Millennium Development Goals, will be joined by Georg Kell, the Executive Head of the Global Compact, and they’ll be here to launch the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development’s World Investment Report 2004.  At 4:30, President Elias Antonio Saca of El Salvador.  At 7 p.m., Mr. Hatsuhisa Takashima, Spokesman for the Foreign Ministry of Japan.

**Press Conferences Tomorrow
Tomorrow, 11:30 in the morning, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Finland and Japan will launch a Ministerial statement in support of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.

Then at 3 in the afternoon, President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria; 3:45, President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; 6 o’clock, Don McKinnon, Secretary-General of the Commonwealth Secretariat; and 7, a spokesman for the Japanese Government.

That’s all I have for you.  Yes?

**Questions and Answers
Question:   Thank you.  The Israeli Foreign Minister met with the SG and they spoke about the immediate Syrian withdrawal from Lebanon.  Any views from the SG on this matter?
Spokesman:  At this point, no.  I think you are expecting the Secretary-General to give a report on this subject in about ten days’ time.  But I have nothing to say to you today on that subject.

Question:   I have another question.  Is the SG going to meet with the Vice President of Lebanon, who is heading the delegation?

Spokesman:  I’d have to check with you the macro list of meetings to answer that question.  So, if you check with me after the briefing, I’ll let you know.  Yes, lady in the back?

Question:   I would like to know what was the reaction of the UN to President Bush’s speech yesterday?

Spokesman:  Well, you’ll have to ask the various delegates who listened to it.  When you say the UN, do you mean the Secretariat?

Question:   Yes.

Spokesman:  Well, the Secretariat really doesn’t go giving its views publicly on individual speeches given in the General Assembly.  The speeches are not to the Secretariat; they’re to the governments and to the world.  So, I think you ought to place that question elsewhere.  Yes?

Question:   Is there any reaction, yet, from the Secretary-General to the Israeli request for a special seminar on anti-Semitism?

Spokesman:  I’ll have to check on that.  I don’t have any guidance on that point.  But, we can talk after the briefing.

Okay, now Djibril Diallo told me that he did not have anything of substance to give you today.  So, with me is Nicholas Gouede, of the United Nations Development Programme, a press officer there, in case you have any questions from the General Assembly.  If not, thank you very much.  Thank you.

* *** *
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