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 POSSIBLE INQUIRY INTO USE OF DEPLETED URANIUM SHELLS IN IRAQ

      The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is demanding an inquiry into the use in Iraq of depleteduranium shells by American-British forces, the Agency's spokesman Michael Williams affirmed on April 7 in Amman, Jordan. "Once security and political conditions in Iraq permit, we will ask the United States and the United Kingdom for clearance to conduct an inquiry. Both countries have declared that they still use      depleted uranium shells (...) Each time they are used in the theatre of war it should be possible to analyse      radioactivity on the ground", he indicated. Mr Williams added that research conducted in the Balkans, where  such arms were used in the 1990s, has highlighted no cause for concern. "However, uncertainties persist regarding cases of inhalation or water contamination", he added. Meanwhile, in a declaration also made inAmman, UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer has underlined that previous studies on the use of depleted uranium arms have not settled the question. He suggested a study might also demonstrate whether risks persist from the 1991 Gulf War.

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

East African Standard

Unep urges EU to allow free market
                   By Clarice Jerono 

                   The United Nations Environmental Programme (Unep) has asked the European Union (EU) to stop subsidising products to allow a free market.

                   Unep Regional Director in Africa, Mr Bakary Kante said the move will enable developing countries enjoy a fair market for their products in the international arena.

                   Kante decried the rising poverty levels in the continent , saying the use of ecosystems and biological diversity would help in fighting it. 

                   "Poverty is worse than HIV/Aids and cancer, thus the need to remove all subsidies in the developed countries to give the poor ones a chance to market their products," he said.

                   Speaking yesterday during the official opening of the sixth P7 (poorest 7) summit on globalisation and impoverishment of  populations, Kante said that the 0.7 per cent allocated by the EU to assist developing countries is not enough.

                   He said 80 per cent of the countries are yet to attain the average GDP set for them.

                   He said that with a free market for developing countries, their income will be increase by up to ten times.

                   Kante said Kenya's tea and fisheries industries had a lower chance of selling their products compared to those whose products are subsidised.

                   EU's parliament representative Paul Lamnoye raised concern over the widening gap between the rich and poor.

                   Lamnoye said it was embarrassing for Africa to sink into poverty while it was meant to be the richest continent in the world.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Futurist

May 1, 2003

War crimes against nature: groups raise call to arms against war on the environment;

      Government.

      BYLINE: Wagner, Cynthia G.

      BODY:

      Environmental destruction is both a cause and a consequence of wars, and governments must do more to

      break that vicious circle, charge the authors of a special essay on the World Future Society's online Global

      Strategies Forum.

      War's impacts on the environment go well beyond the stereotypical scorched battlefields, as the stakes of

      war have been raised by nuclear and chemical weapons of mass destruction, point out Warwick A. Fox,

      Michael Renner, and Arthur H. Westing in their essay, "Environmental Degradation as Both Consequence and Cause of Armed Conflict." War and environmental destruction exacerbate each other--and their impacts on

      human health and well-being.

      During wars and other conflicts, governments' attention and resources are often diverted away from any

      existing programs serving the environment or managing natural resources. For example, after two decades of wars in Afghanistan, the wetlands on its border with Iran are nearly dry, threatening wildlife such as

      migratory birds, according to a report to the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP). 

      While an end to the droughts plaguing the country could restore river flows and replenish wetlands,

      long-term sustainability requires coordinated management of dams and sewerage, as well as cooperation

      among neighboring localities sharing water resources.

      "The report makes it clear how conflict causes environmental destruction," says Ahmad Yusuf Nuristani,

      Afghanistan's minister of irrigation, water resources, and environment, who presented the report to UNEP in February. "Similarly, continued environmental depletion and scarcity of natural resources will cause further

      conflict. Effective environmental management is the key to breaking this vicious cycle."

      Discussions of "resource wars" have typically focused on oil and its role in instigating conflict, but, as

      dramatically illustrated by the Kuwaiti oil fires that punctuated the Gulf War a dozen years ago, the

      environment is also a major victim of war. However, not only is it a collateral victim, but it is also

      increasingly a target of militaristic aggression.

      A movement is now growing in the international community to increase protection of the environment during wars. A report issued by the Millennium Project in September 2002 analyzed the potential for war-crimes prosecution of actions taken against the environment. Currently, the bar is set very high for prosecutions of environmental crimes during military actions, and prosecution would be "highly improbable," though not  impossible, according to Millennium Project director Jerome C. Glenn.

      That may change if UN Secretary-General Kofi A. Annan has his way. "Modern warfare needs environmental rules, just as earlier wars highlighted the need to regulate the impact of war on civilians and prisoners of war," Annan said at the first observance of the International Day for Preventing Exploitation of the      Environment in War and Armed Conflict in November 2002.

      In order for such international rules to be enforceable, there needs to be domestic legislation, incorporated

      into military manuals, that is unambiguous and that is consistently enforced, recommend Fox, Renner, and

      Westing.

      Other advocates suggest that protecting the environment and natural resources during peacetime could help

      prevent conflicts in the first place. Just as environmental damage and exploitation catalyze violent conflict,

      so can cooperation in protecting shared resources catalyze peace, suggest political scientists Ken Conca

      and Geoffrey D. Dabelko in their new book, Environmental Peacemaking. They studied environmental

      protection initiatives in several regions, including the U.S.--Mexico border, and concluded that these

      projects enhanced trust and helped establish a habit of cooperation among decision makers that opened up

      the channels to peacemaking.

      As Annan put it, "We must protect the environment in peacetime. Respect for the environment is essential

      for our common future. It is the duty of every person, every organization, and every government to help

      preserve the Earth's riches for the generations who will succeed us. That is the only battle we should be

      fighting."

      Sources: Environmental Degradation as Both Consequence and Cause of Armed Conflict" by Warwick A. Fox,  Michael Renner, and Arthur H. Westing, Global Strategies Forum, World Future Society,    www.wfs.org/fox.htm.

      United Nations Environment Program, Web site www.unep.org. UNEP's Afghanistan PostConflict

      Environmental Assessment report is available online at postconflict.unep.ch.

      Millennium Project, American Council for the United Nations University, 4421 Garrison Street, N.W.,

      Washington, D.C. 20016. Web site www. acunu.org.

      Environmental Peacemaking by Ken Conca and Geoffrey D. Dabelko. Woodrow Wilson Center Press and Johns  Hopkins University Press. 2002. 264 pages. $ 35. Available from the Futurist Bookshelf,

      www.wfs.org/bkshelf.htm.

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IRIN

Iraq: Southerners hope the land will turn green again

AL-GHUMAYJ, 23 April (IRIN) - A broken road follows the bank of the river which flows past Al-Ghumayj village in southern Iraq. One side of the road reveals splendour, the other side misery. As 73-year-old Qasim Alwan slowly walks along it, to his left is the mighty Shatt al-Arab, which epitomises his past prosperity, to his right a brown wasteland, the cause of his present poverty. 

Lying just downstream from the confluence of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, Qasim's village was transformed and largely destroyed by the drastic policies of Saddam Husayn. Following the 1991 Gulf War and the subsequent uprising of the southern Shi'ahs, Saddam's government systematically set about wrecking the environment of the region and concomitantly the livelihoods and lives of the Madan people, or Marsh Arabs, as punishment for their perceived lack of loyalty. 

Using pumps and pipes from the nearby oilfields, the government drained the marshes in which about 400,000 Madan lived between the two mighty rivers, turning a paradise into a desert. It also destroyed the reeds that covered much of the area, arguing that they hid opponents of the regime. The damming of tributaries, diversion of rivers and the pumping dry of fertile land reduced Alwan's village to a virtual wasteland. Today, his shabby concrete and mud-brick house sits on a desolate flatland surrounded by rubbish, stones and piles of buffalo dung. 

Skinny dogs with noses close to the ground limp across it, children with hair teased on end by the dust and wind scamper after them, and buffaloes gather under the scant shade offered by a few date palms. But this was once a veritable Garden of Eden, according to Qasim. In fact, in Al-Qurnah, about 10 km north of his village, is The Tree of Adam, marking the spot where Satan is said to have tempted the father of mankind. 

Qasim remembers how lush everything once was, how many species of birds there used to be, the river full of fish. "But now, look at this," he says, kicking at the hard earth with his sandal. "It is just death under my feet." 

When the land was drained, thousands of villagers were forced to shift, their livelihoods as farmers and fishermen gone. Qasim estimates that two-thirds of the people in his area went away, many seeking refuge in nearby Iran. 

Those like him who stayed, found themselves reduced to eking out an existence which was a shadow of their past good life. Someone who previously owned 300 buffaloes now only had only 20, he said. 

Not only had it been Saddam's intention to punish them, Qasim says, but also to make them reliant on the regime for food to survive. And the regime's hand intruded even further into their lives. People were constantly arrested and imprisoned for being suspected opponents of the government. Three of Qasim's cousins were arrested - two had both their legs amputated and the other an arm. 

But now there is hope. 

After the fall of Saddam's government, removal of the dams and diversions commenced, in the last 10 days, the level of the river flowing past Al-Ghumayj had already risen dramatically. Previously it was possible to walk across it, but now its level has risen well over people's heads, and they can swim in it again. 

For Qasim and his peers, after 15 years of an arid existence, this suddenly offers the chance to return to their former life of bountiful farming - and the promise of former villagers coming home to resettle. Already he has heard of some people starting to return from Iran. Qasim says he will try to rehabilitate the land to what it was, but it will take time. 

And while water is crucial, so are basic services. His village has never had electricity, health centres or schools, because the former government insisted on keeping the people's lives hard, he says. 

Twenty-year-old Sirhan Akbar has never been to school, nor have any of his friends. He is too young to remember the days when the land was truly green, but his father tells him about it often. "God willing, in the future, we can get back the things we had." 

Another villager, Ali Qasim Alwan, said that at least they were now free of the threats from Saddam's Ba'th Party. "Our life is miserable here - war after war. We wish for our children better than what we had - freedom, security, no more beheadings, no more army." 

About 50 km away in the village of Garamah, near the bank of the Shatt al-Arab, Matir Muhammad digs at the earth in his yard, trying to reconnect a water supply. 

Just beyond the rusty corrugated iron fence surrounding his mud and concrete home, small fish flit in pools of stagnant green water. Ironically, it was water that brought his family here in 1993. The land in their former village of Harir had been drained, the river level lowered and their farming and fishing life destroyed. 

He used to grow watermelons, wheat, and barley and would love to do so again, he said. "If there was water again, we would go back." 

Standing by a rough shed housing three buffaloes, its roof covered with drying dung cakes to be used for cooking, Khayriyyah Jabir Musa recalls how good the life used to be in her village 20 km away. "Thanks to God it was a rich life, but after they blocked the water we came here. It was a great injustice. We had big houses, but now they are all gone - there is nothing left," she said. Nothing but hope that the land will once again turn green, and they will all be able to go home. ___________________________________________________________________________________________Boston Globe - OpEd

What UN can -- and can't -- do in Iraq 

By John G. Ruggie, 4/23/2003 

THE RAGING DEBATE over what role the United Nations should play in postwar Iraq has been pitched at the level of high principle, where differing views often end up being irreconcilable. This helps neither Iraq nor the United Nations. ''Our blood and treasure, our decisions,'' was the mantra emanating from Pentagon and White House hardliners. At the other end of the spectrum, French President Jacques Chirac divined that ''It is up to the United Nations -- and it alone -- to take on the political, economic, humanitarian, and administrative reconstruction of Iraq. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair persuaded President George W. Bush at their recent Belfast Summit to accept a ''vital'' UN role. Kofi Annan appears to have had a similar calming effect on French, German and Russian leaders when they met in Athens last week and pledged to focus on the well-being of the Iraqi people. 

How can both sides now demonstrate their new commitment to pragmatism? For starters, the UN's oil-for-food program needs attention. Before being shelved by the war, it fed nearly two-thirds of Iraq's population, and no immediate substitute for it is available. It hardly seems practical for the occupation authorities to reconstruct the scheme unilaterally. The obvious solution is to extend the current arrangement for as long as it is needed. 

For Iraq to buy food and other badly needed imports, however, it needs to sell oil. But because Iraq remains under economic sanctions imposed after the first Gulf War, it can do so only under the supervision of the UN, which screens contracts, monitors imports, and uses some of the proceeds to settle war claims against Iraq. The United States now wants the Security Council to lift those sanctions. 

But who would control the oil revenues? Iraq cannot yet do so because it lacks a government, and neither the Iraqi people nor the international community want to see the United States in charge. 

As an interim step, why not have the Security Council designate the secretary general to act as an agent for Iraq, under close supervision and in a highly transparent manner? 

The issue of when to lift sanctions, in turn, is linked to the UN's disarmament mandate in Iraq. Security Council resolutions going back to 1991 require UN inspectors to certify that Iraq is free of weapons of mass destruction. From the looks of it, coalition forces could use help in finding prohibited weapons and materials. And if they do find any on their own, they are likely to be accused by some of having planted them. So there is every reason to get UN inspectors back into Iraq as soon as possible. 

The embarrassing failure of coalition forces to come equipped with adequate law enforcement capacity has already proved costly for the Iraqi people and their national treasures. The coalition will now find that many of the Iraqi police they are seeking to reemploy need to be reeducated and some replaced. Where will the police trainers, monitors, and actual cops come from in the short run? Not from the United States, where they're needed to deter domestic terrorist attacks. 

In contrast, the UN has a system in place that has worked well in dozens of places. 

Down the road the United States will want the new Iraqi government to obtain diplomatic recognition, claim Iraq's seat in the UN and attract World Bank loans and private investment. Diplomatic recognition, by its very nature, requires acceptance by other countries. 

It is axiomatic that the greater the international confidence in the political process that determines the future government, the easier it will be for the new Iraq to gain universal recognition. UN involvement would provide that confidence. Finally, one could imagine these various fragments of UN roles being linked on the ground in the person of a special representative of the secretary general: a Lakhdar Brahimi, who has done such a brilliant job in Afghanistan and enjoys universal respect in the Muslim world and the United States alike. 

No one can doubt that only the United States and the United Kingdom can provide a secure environment in Iraq for the foreseeable future. That is not a job for the UN. But within a secure environment, decisions about who does what in meeting the other challenges of Iraqi nation-building are best served by focusing on the practical needs at hand, not on first principles of what the United Nations must -- or must not -- be involved in. 

John G. Ruggie, former assistant secretary general of the UN, is the Kirkpatrick professor of international affairs at Harvard University's Kennedy School of Government. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________Associated Press

Baghdad doctors report suspected cases of cholera, typhoid

By ELLEN KNICKMEYER, Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq (April 22, 2003 5:13 p.m. EDT) - Doctors in Baghdad on Tuesday reported the first suspected cases of cholera and typhoid, two potential killers caused by bad water sanitation. 

About 50 percent to 60 percent of the children brought for treatment at Al-Iskan children's hospital were suffering from dehydration and diarrhea caused by dirty water and other unsanitary conditions, said Dr. Ahmed Abdul Fattah, the assistant director. 

Doctors suspect hundreds of the children have cholera and typhoid, but with no labs fully working and most U.N. health workers having fled, hard-pressed physicians said they could only treat the cases, not confirm them. 

Iraqis were also being treated for the diseases at special clinics set up inside mosques because health clinics citywide have been depleted by looting. 

Cholera and dysentery are two diseases aid workers commonly fear in places like Baghdad, which still largely lacks clean running water because 80 percent of the city remains without power. 

In modern hospitals, cholera is easily controlled with antibiotics, but untreated, the disease kills 50 percent to 80 percent of those infected. It is most lethal for children under 5 and for the elderly. 

Typhoid is treatable with antibiotics, but occasionally fatal for victims who do not get proper care. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Guardian

Global battle against Sars panic 

People protect against virus in Australia, India, Canada and China 

James Meikle, health correspondent  Thursday April 24, 2003

The World Health Organisation yesterday strongly advised people not to travel to Beijing and the Chinese province of Shanxi, or to Toronto, in a dramatic escalation of the global battle to control the spead of the Sars virus. 

The British government immediately endorsed the new measures, despite Foreign Office insistence until now that the threat of infection in Toronto remained low, as the Tories accused it of maintaining a "lethal silence" on the threat to Britain. 

More than 250 people have died among nearly 4,300 infected worldwide . The disease has now struck 25 countries in five continents with a number taking drastic quarantine measures. 

Chinese authorities yesterday closed schools in Beijing as China's death toll climbed to 105. In Australia, where just four cases have been reported, the New South Wales state government said it would fine or jail for up to six months anyone who refused treatment. 

Hong Kong and Guangdong in southern China - where Sars, or severe acute respiratory syndrome, first made its appearance last November - have been under WHO health warnings against all but essential travel for three weeks, twice what is thought to be the maximum incubation period for the disease. 

David Heymann, executive director of communicable diseases at the WHO, said the organisation was working hard to make sure the disease did not take root in these cities. "This is a very serious disease with a death rate now of about 5%." 

The latest restrictions will reinforce gloom over economic slowdown as business and the tourism and travel industries all become blighted. The WHO plans an international summit of scientists to combat the disease in Geneva in June, although a network of research laboratories are already working round the clock to devise tests and treatments. 

 Officials in Canada, where there have been 15 deaths and more than 320 probable or suspected cases, have questioned the certainty of scientists who believe they have correctly identified the Sars culprit as a coronavirus related to one of the most common causes of colds. 

There are already fears that the virus might be changing into a more virulent form. The WHO said it had been reviewing evidence from the Chinese government over the magnitude of the outbreak, "including both the number of prevalent cases and the daily number of new cases, the extent of local chains of transmission, and evidence that travellers are becoming infected in one area and subsequently exporting the disease elsewhere." 

In Toronto, "the outbreak has continued to grow and has affected groups outside the initial risk groups of hospital workers, families, and other person-to-person contacts. In addition, a small number of persons with Sars, now in other countries of the world, appear to have acquired the infection while in Toronto." 

Here, the government's chief medical officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, last night insisted that health services "remain vigilant" over Sars. The six probable cases that had occurred in the UK had been promptly identified and cared for. 

"This is the correct approach at the present time and expert advice does not recommend mass quarantining of travellers returning from the Far East or Canada." 

He added: "The way Sars will progress is not predictable, so if there is any change in the situation here, we will not hesitate to take any necessary further action." 

The Conservatives raised the political temperature by accusing ministers and senior health officials of complacency. They suggested thousands of foreign and holidaying students returning to schools and universities from affected areas ought to have been quarantined. Liam Fox, Tory health spokesman, said                                    the government should have issued clear advice that such students should be isolated for 10 days rather than rely on screening at airports in Asia and twice-a-day health checks. 

He added: "The experience in Canada shows what can happen if an outbreak occurs in a major western city." 

Schools and colleges have taken a variety of precautions. Some, such as Eton, are refusing to take back those who have been to affected areas within the last 10 days. Harrogate Ladies' College put 42 pupils into isolation. 

Among universities, Portsmouth and Leeds suggested students should come home from overseas earlier than planned, "to enable them to avoid crowded places for three days after returning to the UK". 

There was criticism, too, from Patrick Dixon, an expert on global trends. "This is potentially a far more serious epidemic than Aids", said Dr Dixon of the London  Business School. 

Unless the virus spontaneously mutates into a less serious form, the only hope we have is to mount an immediate aggressive global response at the highest levels against Sars, something we've not yet seen. 

"If things continue as they are, then a pandemic is surely only a matter of time."

______________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

China Seals Hospital Over SARS, Canada Mad at WHO

                      7 minutes ago

                      By Benjamin Kang Lim 

BEIJING (Reuters) - China swiftly implemented its new policy of slapping a quarantine on  SARS (news - web sites)-affected areas by sealing off a major Beijing hospital on Thursday in a bid to contain the virus threatening to erupt across the vast land. 

Hours after the World Health Organization (news - web sites) advised people against visiting the city, police took positions  around the 1,200-bed Beijing University People's Hospital in the middle of the night to stop people going in or out. 

"No one is allowed to enter or leave," a member of the 2,300-strong staff told Reuters by telephone. "There are policemen and security guards standing outside." 

The hospital is not one of those set aside to treat SARS patients but it has at least 60 confirmed or suspected cases among nurses and doctors. 

It was the latest dramatic action by a government which declared war on Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome last week, five months after the virus first appeared in the southern Chinese province of Guangdong and started                                         spreading around the world. 

There was outrage in Canada as the WHO added Toronto to a list of places to avoid because of SARS, in addition to Beijing, Hong Kong, Guangdong and Shanxi provinces. 

"Where did this group come from? Who did they see? Who did they talk to?" a visibly angry mayor of Toronto, Mel Lastman, asked at a news conference, referring to WHO. 

"Let me be clear. If it's safe to live in Toronto, it's safe to come to Toronto. I dare them to be here tomorrow." 

Canada has 330 cases of SARS and 16 deaths, most of them in Toronto, which has a large Chinese population. 

But most of the alarm was focused on China, particularly Beijing, where infections have soared this week. Mainland China has reported 106 of the 254 killed by SARS so far and more  than half of the 4,500 infections worldwide. 

Beijing, a city of 14 million people, has reported almost 700 SARS cases and 35 deaths. Shanxi, which lies west of the capital, has the third highest number of cases in China, 157 cases with seven deaths, according to health ministry figures. 

In a worrying signal of the effect of the disease on business, Japan's Kyodo news agency said Toyota Motor Co could pull out its Japanese staff from Beijing. 

But the World Bank (news - web sites) said East Asian economies should be able to weather the disruption caused by SARS, although it would have a severe short-term effect. 

Credit rating agency Fitch lowered the outlook on Hong Kong's currency to negative from stable because of SARS and the toll it is taking on business in the former British colony where105 people have died. 

"Now well into its second month and continuing to deteriorate, the SARS outbreak appears to be depressing economic activity in Hong Kong dramatically," Fitch said. 

ANOTHER DEATH IN SINGAPORE 

Singapore reported another death from SARS overnight, taking its total to 15 known fatalities and two suspected ones. The city-state said all visitors entering and leaving will have their temperature checked at the airport or at land crossings. 

On Thursday, Beijing closed its schools for two weeks, affecting 1.7 million children, disinfection  squads fanned out across the world's most populous country and the highest ranked woman politician, Wu  Yi, was named head of a SARS taskforce. 

She was given the title of commander-in-chief. 

Beijing authorities issued assurances that there was no truth to rumors that the city would be sealed off                                         and that there was plenty of food in the stores. 

SARS, a respiratory infection caused by a relative of a common cold virus, has no sure-fire cure. It is spread by droplets from sneezing and coughing, but may also  be transmitted by touching objects such as lift buttons. 

WHO fears that SARS, with a mortality rate that approaches six percent, may become a permanent human disease. 

Much of that worry focused on China, which admits the healthcare system is inadequate in the countryside where 70 percent of its 1.3 billion people live. 

Premier Wen Jiabao said the consequences of eruptions in rural China "could be too dreadful to contemplate." 

"This is an out-of-the-ordinary test, a severe test facing China's new collective leadership at the central level and the broad masses," the Communist Party mouthpiece People's Daily said of new party leaders installed only in November.  (Additional reporting by Niu Shuping and Jonathan Ansfield in Beijing and Amran                      Abocar in Toronto) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

Weather, slow growth lower Canada greenhouse gases

  OTTAWA - Canada cut its emissions of greenhouse gases in 2001 for the first time since 1991, partly as the result of warm weather and

  slower economic growth, the federal government said this week. 

  Canadian emissions of greenhouse gases fell 1.3 percent, mirroring a 1.2 percent decline in the United States. But Canadian emissions remained 26 percent above the 2012 target level set under the Kyoto Protocol. 

  Ottawa has committed to cutting its emissions by 6 percent from 1990 levels under the Kyoto agreement, the international accord aimed at  reducing greenhouse gases - especially carbon dioxide, produced by burning coal, oil and gas - which are blamed for global warming. But,  in 2001, Canadian emissions were still 18.5 percent above 1990 levels. 

  The United States, though it has refused to sign Kyoto, was faring better than Canada. Its emissions in 2001 were 11.9 percent higher than  in 1990. 

  The challenge is to cut emissions without choking off economic growth. Canada's economy grew by only 1.4 percent in 2001, down from  4.7 percent in 2000, when greenhouse gas emissions rose 3.4 percent. 

  The level of emissions per unit of economic activity has declined over the past decade, but because of economic growth overall emissions  are much higher than hoped for. 

  A milder winter had a large impact on residential fossil fuel consumption in 2001. Emissions from domestic aviation and manufacturing  industries also declined while emissions from energy industries increased. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA  (ROA) - NEWS UPDATE

24 April 2003

General Environment News

Bush meat trade threatens African primate species 

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA)- Man's avarice for bush meat is threatening to extinct the closest of his cousins -­ the primates, according to a report published by Traffic, the World Wide Fund for Nature  (WWF) and World Conservation Union (IUCN) unit that monitors international trade in wildlife products. Until recently, bush meat was only hunted for subsistence. However, says the report, the depletion of large animals that were traditionally hunted for meat has spurred the supply of bush meat on the international market. The report, titled 'Food for Thought: The Utilization of Wild Meat in Eastern and Southern Africa,' says the "use and trade in bush meat has become a threat to wildlife in protected areas." It cites Tsavo National Park in southern Kenya as one of the parks in the country that have in recent years experienced increased hunting of game for meat. The trend shows no signs of abating, with rapidly escalating human populations in the region bringing the bush meat issue to a crisis," the report points out. The Traffic report corroborates previous findings by the International Primate Protection League (IPPL) and Environmental News Network (ENN) that "a bush meat crisis" had been created by the ongoing depletion of the forest populations of primates in Africa's forests, which until recently, were virgin.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050415&dte=23/04/2003
South African NGO heads for Baghdad Zoo 

Cape Town, South Africa (PANA) - A private South African mission to assess the condition of animals in Iraq's National Zoo has become the first NGO to enter the battered Gulf country from neighboring Kuwait. According to a statement released Wednesday, team leader Lawrence Anthony said the delegation, which includes zoologists and veterinary experts crossed into Iraq as part of a US military convoy and is expected to reach the outskirts of Baghdad later Wednesday. The team expressed renewed concern at the situation in Iraqi zoos.

http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng050347&dte=23/04/2003
20 homes destroyed by floods

Nation: More than 20 homes were yesterday submerged in the first signs of annual flooding in Nyando.  Local police boss Francis Opiyo said villagers in Kochogo had been displaced from their homes and appealed for medicines and food from the government and NGOs.  He said though no casualties had been reported it could get worse as the water level kept rising.  The rains have been pounding the region for more than a week, raising fears of flooding in many parts of the district. Already, the Nyando disaster preparedness committee has taken emergency measures. The committee has been moving round to educate residents on precautions. In Migori, residents of Nyora and Kabutpo were yesterday moving to higher ground for fear of the floods and appealed to the government to construct dykes as District Commissioner appealed to the residents to vacate flood-prone areas.  

http://www.nationaudio.com/News/DailyNation/Today/News/News2404200372.html
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ROE MEDIA UPDATE

UN or UNEP in the news

General environment news

Finland fights oil spill in Baltic- 23 April 2003- Reuters

HELSINKI - Finland sent a clean-up ship on the weekend to tackle an oil slick locked in the ice of the Baltic Sea, officials said.

The spill - stretching almost one kilometre (0.6 miles) in length and 400 metres wide - was spotted off Finland's southern coast, east of Porvoo.

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20536/story.htm
Rare snail holds up work at Irish golf club – 23 April 2003-Reuters

DUBLIN - Three years after it threatened to halt construction at one of Ireland's most famous golf courses, a tiny, rare snail has struck again.

The discovery of the two-millimetre Vertigo Angustior has forced Lahinch Golf Club in southwest Ireland to suspend plans to carry out vital coastal protection work to prevent erosion of the course.

The local council has asked the club to outline what measures will be taken to safeguard the snail, which is protected under the European Union's Habitats Directive.

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/20542/story.htm
Le Figaro, 23 April 2003

A marine robot has been sent to the bottom of the sea on the Galician coast to check the quality of the marine environment from the oil spill. 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/
Le Figaro, 23 April 2003

The Belgian authorities are taking appropriate action towards preventing spread of the chicken disease that has come from the Netherlands.

http://www.lefigaro.fr/perm/afp/sci/

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ROWA Media Update

Bahrain
All clear after alert over dead fish  

INITIAL investigations have shown that hundreds of tiny fish washed up on a patch of coastline near the Muharraq Jetty is not a cause for alarm.

Environmental Affairs authorities visited the 14-metre patch of coastline and found nothing unusual.

The cause is still under investigation but it appears to be an isolated incident, said biologist Abdul Qader Khamis.

"The fish were found on a very small patch in coastline. If it was a real problem, we would have found dead fish over a much larger area," he said.

"We are still investigating the reasons but our initial studies of the area and the fish picked up nothing unusual."

Mr Khamis said it could turn out to be a very mundane incident.

It could be just a situation where fishermen decided to throw back these fish because they hold little commercial value. 

"The vast majority of the fish that washed up onto the shore were very tiny fish measuring no more than five centimetres in length. We are still investigating but our early estimates indicate that there were about 1,000 tiny fish washed ashore.

"In fact, we investigated similar incidents last year when this turned out to be the case," Mr Khamis continued.

http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/arc_Articles.asp?Article=49781&Sn=BNEW&IssueID=26034
UAE
Students impress with oratorical skills in inter-school contest

DUBAI - The Modern High School Dubai clinched the top honors yesterday by claiming the first prizes in two of the four topics for junior and senior levels, and subsequently the rolling trophy for overall performance, at the Inter School Public Speaking Competition organised for the third consecutive year by the Emirates Environmental Group in celebration of the Earth Day.

Held at the J. W. Marriott hotel in Dubai the competition was a whole-day event divided into a morning and an afternoon sessions.

The entries for this year's competition featured a large group of mixed participants from different schools from all over the UAE, and the four selected topics were filled in even before the deadline. With participation from some 50 speakers, this cycle of the competition had broken the record in terms of number of participants compared to the first and second cycles which had 39 speakers each.

The competition offered students the opportunity to research and present their results before a large perceptive audience and a panel of expert judges. The Inter School Public Speaking Competition is event aimed at spreading environmental awareness and action, as well as the development of character, self-confidence, and presentation skills among the younger generation. In her opening speech Habiba Al Marashi, EEG Chairperson, said, "Today's youth have a lot to say, and a lot to complain about. They have many ideas, suggestions and most importantly, they have the right to voice these concerns, and their recommendations."

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april459.xml
Environment day of fun, learning

 To commemorate Gulf Environment Day, the Environmental Research and Wildlife Development Agency (ERWDA) has announced that it will organise a day of environmental fun and learning at the Abu Dhabi Ladies Club (ADLC) tomorrow, from 10am to 4pm.

The ADLC will host environmental activities throughout the day which will engage visitors in interactive fun, while simultaneously educating them about vital environmental issues.

Children and adults will be able to gage how much they know of the environment by playing a game of environmental Snakes and Ladders, and they will be guided by ERWDA environmental awareness officers through a series of simplified hands-on demonstrations, such as one showing the scarcity of available water resources.

Children will be shown how easy it is to do their part and involve themselves in protecting the environment. A recycling waste-crafts workshop will show visitors that valuable and creative items can be made from ordinary objects lying around the house.

A lecture in Arabic entitled "How to Make Your Household Environmentally Friendly" will be held at 12noon.

Throughout the day, children will be able to participate in a "Colour Your Environment" competition and enjoy the story-telling corner which will be welcoming children to listen to exciting and imaginative tales about the UAE's wildlife such as the Dugong and the Leopard.

http://66.234.3.46/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/april/theuae_april449.xml
Oman
Earth Day Celebration

The Regional Municipality, Environment and Water Resources organized in coordination with the Indian School  an awareness programme commemorating the Earth Day 22 April with the participation of more than 100 students from different grades. The activities was opened by  a lecture on the efforts of the Sultanate of Oman and the Ministry towards the environment with the slogan “ Water for Life”. 

http://www.alwatan.com.sa
Qatar
A Scientific Trip to introduce the Mangroves  Trees

The Committee of “Every Spring Has a Flower” Programme organized  a scientific trip to “Ra’as Matbakh” as part of their activities every year with the slogan of Mangroves for this year. A responsible source in the committee announced that participants will be from  schools either students or teachers and the parents. The participants will plant mangroves trees in the area of Ra’as Matbakh,  they will be able to observe closely these kind of trees, and they will listen to experts clarifying more information about these trees.          

http://www.al-watan.com/data/20030423/index.asp?content=statenews
http://www.al-sharq.com/xml/topics/article.xml?cu_no=1&item_no=61919&version=1&template_id=92&parent_id=4
Syria
Pollution From Olive Water

The Ministry of Irrigation assured that the water resulting from the pressing of olives is threatening the green lands of pollution. The ministry highlighted the risks of this problem and the treatment depend on the stipulation of the license. The basic problem is that this water contains a high percentage of organic substances in addition to Polyphinol.   

http://www.teshreen.com/daily/_local.asp?FileName=20030422144544
__________________________________________________________________________________________
 DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by

     Hua Jiang, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

           Good Afternoon.

           **Secretary-General in Vienna

           The Secretary-General this morning met in Vienna with Austrian Foreign Minister Benita Ferrero-Waldner, who

     described an initiative Austria hopes to take to help Iraqi children traumatized by war.  They discussed the future UN

     role in Iraq, efforts to form a Palestinian government under Prime Minister

     Abu Mazen, the prospects for reviving Cyprus peace talks and the UN’s relations with the city of Vienna, home of the

     third UN Headquarters.

           At a press encounter afterward, the Secretary-General said he expected to see some considerable

     improvements in streamlining the “oil-for-food” program for Iraq in the coming weeks.

           Asked about the dispute over the return of UN weapons inspectors to Iraq, he said that the Security Council

     resolution on the books states that the inspectors are to go back, although he added that the Council is free to amend

     that resolution.

           Asked about Syria, he said, “I am encouraged to notice that the Americans themselves have indicated that

     Syria is cooperating with them and there has been a change of tone, which I welcome.”

           We have transcripts of that press encounter upstairs.

           The Secretary-General then went to Parliament, where he met first with the President of the National Council,

     Andreas Khol, and then with leaders of all the political parties.  He briefed them on Security Council deliberations on

     Iraq, and emphasized that Council unity is essential.

           In the afternoon, he went to the Federal Chancellery, where Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel hosted a luncheon

     in his honour.  After lunch, he and the Chancellor met for half an hour for a discussion of European Union enlargement,

     Iraq, the Balkans, the Middle East and Cyprus.

           The Secretary-General then left Vienna for Geneva, where he is to address the Commission on Human Rights

     tomorrow.

           **Chief Executive Board

           After he visits Geneva tomorrow, the Secretary-General will go to Paris, where the spring 2003 session of the

     UN system’s Chief Executives Board will begin on Friday.

           The Board’s session, the first of its two meetings for the year, will address the follow-up to the Millennium

     Summit, and strategies for sustainable development, and will review the follow-up to the outcome of last year’s World

     Summit on Sustainable Development, with a particular focus on energy and water issues.

           Following their meeting, the executive heads of the UN system attending the spring meeting will convene a

     brief retreat on Saturday, and they have also been invited by French President Jacques Chirac for a meeting on

     Saturday afternoon.  We have a press release upstairs with more details.

           **Amman

           In news from the UN humanitarian briefing in Amman, for the first time since 18 March, UN international staff

     have returned to Iraq for more than day trips.  This morning a team of six entered northern Iraq from Turkey.  They are

     expected to be in Dohuk this evening.  Another group of 28 are expected to travel from Turkey to Erbil tomorrow.  They

     will concentrate on basic food services, internally displaced persons assistance and mine action; then they will expand

     rapidly their activities to issues related to health, and education.

           Meanwhile, a World Food Programme team visited Nassiriya in southern Iraq earlier this week and found out

     that food prices have skyrocketed -- by 250 to 700 per cent -— in local markets.

           In Baghdad, local World Health Organization staff, along with Iraqi health officials, are rebuilding medical

     laboratories to analyse blood and other samples.  These laboratories are crucial to the timely identification and

     consequent control of diseases.  WHO is also working urgently to re-start the activities of Baghdad’s blood bank. 

           The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees says that despite the unsettled situation in Iraq, some

     150 Iraqi refugees living in Saudi Arabia's Rafha camp have indicated a willingness to return home as soon as

     possible.  UNHCR staff are meeting with those refugees and with some of the more than 5,200 other Iraqis in the camp

     who are watching the situation in their homeland, apparently also hoping to go back when the situation stabilizes.

           The agency says it would prefer that any repatriation to Iraq should wait until there is proper security and a

     stable supply of humanitarian aid.  For more information, please pick up the Amman briefing notes upstairs.

           **Security Council - Kosovo

           The Security Council this morning began an open meeting on Kosovo, on which it was briefed by Assistant

     Secretary-General Hédi Annabi on the Secretary-General’s latest report, which highlights the continuing transfer of

     responsibilities to Kosovo’s Provisional Institutions of Self-Government.

           That report, Annabi said, shows that Kosovo has “some way to go in establishing representative and

     functioning institutions”, particularly since work has been hampered by political struggles.

           There has been steadily increasing pressure on the UN Mission in Kosovo from all sides, Annabi added, and

     the Mission has been balancing the competing, and often conflicting, desires of the leaders and people in Kosovo

     without giving fodder to extremism.  He noted calls for an end to the UN Mission’s interim administration, and asked for

     the Security Council’s support in rejecting such calls.  We have copies of his statement upstairs.

           **Côte d’Ivoire - Humanitarian

           The Secretary-General's Humanitarian Envoy for the crisis in

     Côte d'Ivoire, Carolyn McAskie, has begun a mission to the region.  Ms. McAskie is on an eight-day mission to

     evaluate the current humanitarian situation and launch a new humanitarian appeal for that country.

           The United Nations estimates that 750,000 Ivorians have been displaced as a result of fighting between rebels

     and the Government of Côte d'Ivoire that broke out in September 2002.  Families hosting the displaced are being

     gradually overwhelmed as fighting has caused Côte d’Ivoire’s economy, once the engine of West Africa, to stagnate.

           **SARS

           The World Health Organization today extended its travel advisory related to the outbreaks of Severe Acute

     Respiratory Syndrome, or SARS, to Beijing and Shanxi Province in China and to Toronto, Canada.  As a measure of

     precaution, WHO is now recommending that persons planning to travel to these destinations consider postponing all

     but essential travel.  This temporary advice is an extension of the travel recommendations previously issued for

     Guangdong Province and Hong Kong, China.

           Starting today, the WHO SARS team will begin daily briefings on SARS events, which will take place at 4:00

     p.m. local time in Geneva.  [That would be 10:00 a.m. New York time.]  The speakers will be announced at noon

     Geneva time on the WHO’s SARS Web site.  We have the link for the webcast of the briefing in a press release.

           As of today, a cumulative total of 3,947 probable cases with 229 deaths have been reported to WHO from 25

     countries.  More information and a transcript of today’s telephone briefing are available in press releases upstairs.

           **FAO/WHO Launch Expert Report on Diet & Nutrition

           The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) today launched an

     independent expert report on diet, nutrition and prevention of chronic diseases.  The report will serve as the basis for

     developing a global strategy to combat the growing burden of chronic diseases.  The Expert Report, which is the result

     of a two-year-long Joint FAO/WHO Expert Consultation, contains the best currently available scientific evidence on the

     subject.  We have a press release with more information.

           **MONUC

           The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo announced today that it was increasing the number

     of peacekeepers in the Ituri province, in the north-east of the country.  This deployment is part of a reinforced UN

     civilian and military presence in an effort to strengthen security in the area.  The

     UN Mission hopes this will give an additional boost to the work of the Ituri Pacification Commission.  We have a press

     release available upstairs.

           **Budget

           Chad has paid its 2003 regular budget contribution of more than $13,000 to become the seventy-sixth fully

     paid up Member State.

           **World Chronicle Television Programme

           World Chronicle programme no. 893 with Stephen Lewis, Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for HIV/AIDS

     in Africa, will be shown today at 3:30 p.m. on in-house television channel 3 or 31.

           That’s all I have for you.  Any questions?

           Good afternoon.

                                              * *** *




UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Depleteduranium" ��Europe Energy -  Possible inquiry into use of depleted uranium shells in Iraq�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Market" ��East African Standard - Unep urges EU to allow free market�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Nature" ��The Futurist -War crimes against nature: groups raise call to arms against war on the environment
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