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· See National Geographic article (September issue) on Global Warming

Environmental News from the UNEP Regions


· ROAP


Other UN News

· S.G.'s Spokesman Daily Press Briefing of  23 August 2004
The Guardian 

24 August 2004

UK to take tough line against US over Kyoto 

Michael White, political editor
 

The government signalled a tougher British and European stance yesterday against the Bush administration's hostility to the Kyoto treaty when Tony Blair takes over the chair in both the EU and the G8 group of major industrial states next year. 

Ahead of Mr Blair's big September speech on climate change - the world's biggest collective challenge, he will say - a minister admitted the time has come for the government "to move from words to delivery" at home. Abroad it must also press Washington "to be more ambitious", he said. 

That amounts to confirmation that Labour has not done enough, despite brave words since 1997, and that ahead of likely British elections in the spring it must improve its record and distance itself from the White House. 

In a speech to an environmental conference in London, Lord Whitty, Labour's former general secretary, now an environment minister, told delegates, "we plan to use our position in every way we can to push this agenda at a senior level" in the EU and the G8, makingwhat he called "a clear case for concerted action" by the world community. 

With Mr Blair returning from holiday this week to start preparing his speech, and the environment featuring as a sensitive issue in the Bush-Kerry presidential race, Lord Whitty had to tread a diplomatic course yesterday and was careful to praise US research. 

He continued: "But research and development is not a substitute for taking concerted action to reduce emissions now. We know enough about climate change to know that if we do not act now, we will need to make more drastic changes later." 
In answer to questions about aircraft pollution he admitted he personally favours a pan-European, preferably, a global tax to tackle a fast-growing problem. Aviation fuel is untaxed. 

That is no more likely to appeal to the US aviation lobby than Lord Whitty's confirmation that Mr Blair's chairmanship will press for the start of an EU emissions trading scheme and tackle EU aviation emissions. 

He claimed that UK air pollution is much less dangerous than in the 50s, when winter smog killed 4,000 Londoners, but admitted a new hazard - summer smog - had caused the premature death of 769 people in England and Wales in August last year. 

Lord Whitty also endorsed the views of a German academic at the conference that aerosol emissions, widely condemned, may actually be helping to cool the planet, acting as a temporary cover for the ozone hole. If aerosol use is stopped, as environmentalists want, it could bring unwanted side-effects, the conference heard. 

Lord Whitty praised the UN environmental programme, now headed by the respected former German minister, Klaus Topfer. He also warned Moscow - whose long-pledged support for Kyoto has still not materialised - that hopes that climate change "would be good for Russia" are wrong. 

But ministers know that they are failing to meet Labour's 1997 target to cut by 20% carbon dioxide emissions by 2010, well ahead of the Kyoto target of 12.5% for all greenhouse gases. The target has been scaled down to a "goal" which may be missed by 5% or more. 

Ministers have also been slower than most EU members to embrace renewable energy sources - notably wind power - in line with well-aired hostility within the Bush administration. A 10% UK reliance on renewables by 2010 is another target the government will miss. 

Mr Blair wants climate change and Africa to be the main themes of his international roles in the G8 and EU next year.
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24 August 2004

Govt to aid plan to restore Mesopotamian marshlands 
Yomiuri Shimbun 

Several countries, including Japan, Italy and the United States, as well as international organizations will meet in Amman late next month to discuss a project to restore the Mesopotamian marshlands in southern Iraq. 

The U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) is sponsoring the first international meeting to enhance communications among concerned international organizations and supporting countries to help ensure the project goes smoothly, Japanese government sources said Sunday. 

The Mesopotamian marshlands are what the Book of Genesis refers to as the Garden of Eden, and are nestled between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. 

The marshlands covered about 20,000 square kilometers in the 1970s, but today this has shrunk to a mere 750 square kilometers due to land reclamation and other development projects carried out under the government of former Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. They are in danger of disappearing altogether. 

The Japanese government is planning to provide environmental protection technology in addition to financial support through international organizations. In addition, it will help the reconstruction of Iraq in environmental fields by offering funds to a human resource development program operated by the Iraqi Environment Ministry, the sources said. 

In the meantime, UNEP will use 11 million dollars of the money Japan provided to an international trust fund for the reconstruction of Iraq to start work on restoring the marshlands, constructing water purification facilities and training marshland stewards. 

At the meeting in Amman, participating countries and organizations will discuss the state of the marshlands, restoration plans and the technical measures required, the sources added. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ New Straits Times (Malaysia)
August 23, 2004, Monday

Women susceptible to chemical exposure

BODY:
PENANG, Sun. - Women are more prone to chemical exposure and risk suffering from various health problems than men in developing countries. 

This is due partly to modern medicines being largely synthetically-produced from chemical substances.

Universiti Sains Malaysia vice- chancellor Prof Datuk Dzulkifli Abdul Razak said that there has always been a tendency to "medicalise" women's lives, from menstruation until menopause.

"What is worrying is that in the majority of such cases, women are poorly informed about the chemical substances that they are dealing with.

"In most cases, they are seldom in a position to decide about their own bodies," he said in his address at the Regional Workshop and Pilot Project on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (PRTRs) for Asean countries today.

He said women must be more assertive and informed in ensuring that their health is protected against undue exposure to chemical substances.

"The public at large must increase its awareness about the vulnerability of their bodies to unwarranted risks and show more concern in protecting themselves from poisoning," he added.

The workshop, jointly organised by USM, United Nations Environment Programme and Unitar, aims to obtain an overview of the current status and emissions inventories in the Asean countries.

It is expected to explore possibilities for the collaboration between governments, industry and NGOs at the national, regional and international
level.
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Bernama The Malaysian National News Agency
August 22, 2004

Chemical handlers should be aware of danger, workshop participants told
 PENANG, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Chemical handlers should be aware of its danger to protect themselves from any poisoning incidences, a workshop participants here were told today.

University Sains Malaysia (USM) Vice-Cancelor Prof Datuk Dzulkifli Abdul Razak said they should find out as much as possible about the nature of chemical substances they used before handling them.

"Be it industrial solvents, pesticides, cosmetics or even medicine, they must be more assertive and be more informed in ensuring that their health is protected against undue exposure to chemical substances," he said at the opening of the one-day workshop on pollutant release and transfer registers, here. 

Some 40 representatives from 10 Asean countries -- Malaysia, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Loas, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines -- attended the workshop jointly organised by USM, United Nations Enviroment Programme (UNEP) and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment.

The workshop is aimed at implementing an important step for Asean and Malaysia in particular to ensure a proper mechanism for compiling and publishing data on the dangers of chemicals.

Dzulkifli said everyone should make the world a better place for all and for the future generations as well.

He said that although men and women have become more equal in modern society, this unfortunately does not hold true when it involved toxic effects involving chemical substances.

"The risk faced by women in certain cases are much greater than that of men. To some extent, such disparity is related to the workplace where women are more prone to chemical exposure," he said.

He said there are indications that over the years, some of them are directly affected although statistical data is still patchy and this is also a global concern among women particularly in developing countries.

In any case, he said, modern medicines are largely synthetically-produced chemical substances and there has always been a tendency to "medicalise" women's lives, beginning from menstruation until menopause.

"What is worrying is that in the majority of such cases, women are poorly informed about the chemical substances that they are dealing with and in most cases, they are seldom in a position to decide about their own bodies," he said.
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ENS

23 August 2004

European Law Enforcement Poor: Citizen Complaints Justified 
BRUSSELS, Belgium, August 23, 2004 (ENS) - France, Greece, Ireland, Italy, and Spain have the worst records for implementing European environmental law according to a newly published annual report on law enforcement covering the year 2003. 

The report by the European Commission said there are "serious shortcomings" in the implementation of EU environmental law, depriving citizens "of the high level of environmental protection that they expect." 

The "Fifth Annual Survey on the implementation and enforcement of EU environmental law" shows that EU member states are late in transposing environmental laws passed at the European Union level, into the national laws of their own countries. 

At the end of 2003, there were 88 cases in which environmental laws were not transposed on time. 

Most shortcomings were found in the sectors of air, water, waste, nature protection and environmental impact assessments. 
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European air quality could be improved as shown here at Corus Steel Works, Teesside, England. (Photo courtesy FreeFoto)
In 118 cases, the laws, or directives, were not correctly transposed, and in 95 cases Member States did not meet "secondary" obligations under the directives, such as deadlines for presenting plans, submitting data or designating protected areas. 

Commenting on the report, Margot Wallstrom, who has served as environment commissioner for the past five years, said, "During my mandate, I have been struck by the high number of complaints about non-compliance with EU environmental law that we have received from citizens, NGOs and the Parliament." 

"This survey shows that these concerns are justified," Wallstrom said, "implementation of EU environmental law is bad." 
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Margot Wallstrom of Sweden has been European Environment Commissioner for the past five years. (Photo courtesy European Commission)
Not all [European] Community environmental legislation is implemented correctly or on time, nor is it always properly applied on the ground by the member states," Wallstrom said. 

The environment sector in 2003 represented over a third of all complaints and ongoing infringement cases before the European Court of Justice concerning non-compliance with EU law. 

There are 509 ongoing infringement procedures related to violations of EU environmental law, and 505 new complaints in the year 2003. 

Roughly a quarter of all infringement cases, the most serious type of case before the court, involve violations of air quality laws. Infringement of waste laws is the next most frequently brought to court, and then infringement of water quality laws. 

Last year, the Court handed down judgements in a wide range of environmental sectors. 

During 2003, the Court condemned Italy and the United Kingdom for failure to transpose the new law on the limitation of emissions of volatile organic compounds due to the use of organic solvents. 

Spain failed to get the prior authorization that is required to operate three new municipal waste incineration plants in La Palma. The European Court of Justice ruled against Spain, which still has not complied, the survey shows. The Commission has sent Spain a letter of formal notice, asking it to comply with the Court judgement. 

Austria failed to report the sulphur content of fuels used in its territory. 

Spain, Greece, Portugal and Ireland have failed to supply information on what measures they have taken to promote the recovery, recycling, reclamation and destruction of controlled substances that deplete the ozone layer such as CFCs, HCFCs, halons, and methyl bromide, a pesticide and soil fumigant. 

France was taken to court in 2003 for breaches of the water quality standards for nitrates set forth in the Drinking Water Directive. 

Dry meadows on Vetrnik and Oslica mountains in Slovenia are rare semi-natural habitat protected under Eu law. (Photo courtesy Republic of Slovenia)
The Commission decided to refer Finland and the United Kingdom to the court over shortcomings in their national legislation implementing the Habitats Directive, a law providing protection for wildlife habitat. 

Spain was taken to court over the use of non-selective trapping methods, such as snares, to control foxes. "The Commission is concerned that these methods also trap certain strictly protected species under the Directive, such as the Iberian lynx," the report states. The Iberian lynx is the world's most endangered wild cat. 

The Commission received many complaints, petitions and parliamentary questions about the operation of illegal or uncontrolled landfills, where waste disposal endangers human health and harms the environment in Spain, Greece, France, Italy. 

The Commission decided in 2003 to lodge a Court application against Greece and Spain and issued reasoned opinions, a type of formal warning, to Italy and France. 

Other countries were taken to task for inadequate disposal of waste oils, failure to draw up plans for the safe disposal of PCBs, and failures to adequately regulate industrial facilities. 

Industrial pollution must be better controlled, the survey found. (Photo courtesy FreeFoto)
In the waste sector, one of the most general problems is the absence of waste plans. In the nature sector, many member states face problems in submitting appropriate lists of proposed sites of importance to the European Community as a whole, as well as special protection areas. In the air sector, infringement proceedings were opened against member states which did not comply with the reporting requirements imposed by various laws. 

Wallstrom said she hopes the survey's findings will encourage member states to improve their compliance with the EU's environmental laws, especially now that the European Union has been enlarged to include 25 member states. 

It is important to ensure that the new member states transpose and implement the body of environmental legislation correctly and within the agreed timeframes, Wallstrom said. 

Taking states to the European Court of Justice is not necessarily the most efficient way to get compliance because the proceedings are time consuming, Wallstrom acknowledged in the report. 

Now the Commission's Environment Directorate-General has developed a more proactive approach towards obtaining compliance from member states. 

First, the Commission strives to anticipate implementation problems when it is designing environmental legislation, which has to be drafted in such a way as to make it "enforcement friendly." 

A more encouraging way to obtain compliance includes regular contacts with officials responsible for implementation at national level and the offer of technical assistance. However, Wallstrom says, the Commission can only assist in implementation - the member states are the ones that must carry it out.

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reuters

24 August 2004

Malaysia turtle nesting sites at risk - scientists
KIJAL, Malaysia - Malaysia, once a major breeding ground, is in danger of losing its ocean-roaming leatherback turtles as humans eat their eggs, trap them in fishing nets and encroach on nesting sites, scientists said. 

Fewer than 10 nests remained in Malaysia's northeast state of Terengganu where a few decades ago there had been 10,000, the scientists said after a two-day international conference on how to save the animals. 

"Many populations are in danger of extinction and could be gone in a few years if there is no urgent and effective action," the scientists said in a statement. 

Along with the risk to the huge leatherbacks, which grow to 2.7 metres (9 ft) long and up to 900 kg, populations of other breeds such as the green, olive ridley and hawksbill turtles were also vulnerable, they said. 

"Globally, the sea turtles are in serious trouble, particularly the leatherbacks and loggerheads," said Theodore Groves, who teaches environmental economics at the University of California at San Diego. 

The scientists, meeting near one of Malaysia's few protected turtle nesting sites, released 400 baby turtles, no bigger than the palm of an adult human hand, into the sea. 

But those who gathered to witness the release also had an impact on the turtles. An adult turtle making its way to the shore turned back in the face of lights and noise. 

Malaysia only protects the eggs of the leatherback turtles so harvesting continues, said Dion Ysius Sharma, the national programme director for WWF Malaysia. Turtles that make it to sea may be harvested in other countries where the meat is a delicacy. 

The scientists welcomed a decision by Terengganu authorities to turn 148 acres of coastline into a sanctuary for nesting turtles but said much more was needed - including five more sanctuaries and a new source of income for people who harvest turtle eggs. 

Turtles take 10 to 30 years to reach maturity and return to where they were born to breed, so a beach was unlikely to be re-colonised if the turtles there disappeared, the scientists said. 

Story by Liau Y-Sing 

Story Date: 24/8/2004 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ROAP Media Update – 24 August 2004

UN or UNEP in the news

Govt to aid plan to restore Mesopotamian marshlands 
Yomiuri Shimbun, 24 August 2004 - Several countries, including Japan, Italy and the United States, as well as international organizations will meet in Amman late next month to discuss a project to restore the Mesopotamian marshlands in southern Iraq. 
The U.N. Environment Program (UNEP) is sponsoring the first international meeting to enhance communications among concerned international organizations and supporting countries to help ensure the project goes smoothly, Japanese government sources said Sunday. 
http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/newse/20040824wo41.htm 

Project to monitor factory chemicals
The Star (Malaysia) -  8/23/2004 - Two Asean countries will be identified for a one-year pilot project to monitor the use and disposal of factory chemicals, said Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) chemical engineering dean Assoc Prof Abdul Rahman Mohamed.  
He said the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) would fund the project estimated to cost over US$100,000 (RM$383,000). 
http://penang.thestar.com.my/content/news/2004/8/23/8730583.asp 

Bernama -  8/22/2004 - Chemical Handlers Should Be Aware Of Danger, Workshop Participants Told
http://www.bernama.com/bernama/state_news/news.php?id=88038&cat=nt 

Environment day finalist 
Borneo Bulletin -  8/21/2004 - Lee See Theng, a Form 2 student from Chung Ching Middle School in Seria won a certificate for being selected as one of the finalists of the Asia-Pacific art competition organised by the United Nations Environment Programme in Bangkok in commemoration of the World Environment Day this year. 
http://www.brunei-online.com/weekend/news/aug21h18.htm 


General Environment News

Experts to discuss climate change in Beijing
People's Daily Online, China, August 24, 2004 - About 140 experts and scholars from home and abroad gathered in Beijing to discuss climate issues Monday as the first International School on Climate System and Climate Change opened in China Meteorological Administration.
The global climate change and its impact is a common concern of humankind.
The global warming that took place in the last century exerted serious influences on the ecosystems in China. The country has seen rising sea level, shrinking glaciers, melting frozen ground, and species endangerment, said Qin Dahe, director of the administration, on the opening ceremony.
… The Chinese Government, the IPCC Working Group I, the State Administration of Foreign Experts Affairs and National Natural Science Foundation of China sponsored a school to promote education on these environmental issues. 
From August 23 to September 1, the school will invite world renowned scientists and meteorologists to be lecturers, including Dr. Jean Jouzel from France who is vice-chairman of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Working Group I, Dr. Ulrich Cubasch from the Meteorological Institute in Free University Berlin, Dr. Robert Delmas, director of the Laboratory of Glaciology and Geophysics and Environment of France; Dr. In-SikKang, director of the Climate Environment System Research Center of Seoul National University and Dr. Akio Kitoh, director of the Climate Research Division of the Meteorological Research Institute in Japan Meteorological Agency. 
http://english.people.com.cn/200408/24/eng20040824_154459.html 

State urges to ratify Protocol
Fiji Times, Fiji ASIA Pacific countries that have yet to ratify the Kyoto Protocol must do so quickly, the 11th general assembly of Asia-Pacific Parliamentarians conference on Environment says.
Twenty countries signed the declaration reaffirming what was set out in Cozmul, Mexico, last year. The declaration came at a meeting held at Korolevu, Nadroga, last week.
Fiji was one of the signatories to the 13-point Korolevu Declaration.
The countries felt there was a dire need to urge Asia Pacific countries ratify the Kyoto Protocol.
http://www.fijitimes.com/story.aspx?id=7256 
Drought reduces paddy production in Sri Lanka
COLOMBO: Agriculture experts warn that the drought has reduced paddy production by half and it could get reduced by 68 percent in the Yala season, due to commence in September. 
This was revealed by the Deputy Director of the Hector Kobbakaduwa Research Institute (HARTI), Dr. P.B. Dharmasena, at the symposium held on Saturday on "Small tank settlements in Sri Lanka" at the institute.
…"Other field crops such as maize, various pulses and chillies mainly grown under rain-fed conditions in the 2003/2004 Maha season were seriously affected". 
He said that the depletion in the water levels of reservoirs at the end of 2003/2004 Maha season, clearly indicates the magnitude of the disaster. Almost all the small tanks have run dry and villagers are digging holes in tank beds, in search of water.
http://www.southasianmedia.net/index_story.cfm?id=138933&category=Frontend&Country=SRI%20LANKA 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric De La Riviere, Associate Spokesman for Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

**Iraq
Good afternoon.  I’ll start off with a report from Baghdad.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, earlier this afternoon, in Baghdad, met with Iraq’s Prime Minister, Iyad Allawi.  The two discussed recent developments related to the current stand-off in Najaf.

The UN Envoy reiterated the Secretary-General’s concern regarding the deterioration of the situation and the risks of additional loss of human life.  Iraq’s Minister of State, Dr. Kassim Daoud, also participated in the meeting.  The Prime Minister and Mr. Qazi also discussed the UN role in the reconstruction of Iraq.  

The Prime Minister reiterated his appreciation of the UN’s assistance and facilitating role during the recent National Conference.  Yesterday, on Sunday, the UN Envoy met with Mr. Abdulaziz Al Hakim, the Leader of the Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution (SCIRI) and discussed the situation in the country, as well as the UN role in the political transition phase and in particular the electoral process.

Mr. Hakim was accompanied by SCIRI senior members and earlier in the day, the UN Envoy also met ambassadors of the permanent members of the Security Council, as well as a number of Iraqi civil society leaders.

**Sudan
Turning to the Sudan, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, concluded his three-day visit to south and west Darfur yesterday.  In south Darfur he travelled to camps for internally displaced persons at Kalma and Kass, and in west Darfur he went to the Netriti camp.  In all three locations, he met with humanitarian workers and with representatives of the internally displaced.  

In addition, Pronk held two meetings with the Governor of south Darfur, during which the Governor provided details of the actions being undertaken by the Sudanese Government to meet its commitments in the selected areas to be made safe and secure. 

Regarding the humanitarian situation, in north Darfur, UN agencies report that some 100 national police have been deployed to checkpoints around El Fasher town.  In addition, 200 police officers have been deployed in Malha town and an unconfirmed number of officers have been deployed in the Abu Shouk and Zam Zam camps.  

Despite this increased presence, internally displaced persons continue to express concerns about protection and security.  Still in north Darfur, humanitarian agencies have started to prepare for interventions in areas under the control of the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA), where an estimated 50,000 internally displaced persons are currently living. 

The UN Children’s Fund and the World Health Organization are also preparing for mass vaccination campaigns in the SLA areas and other agencies, such as the World Food Programme, are hopeful that their access will follow.  

Turning to south Darfur, the situation in Kalma and Kass camps appears to have stabilized as humanitarian agencies have resumed their operations.  The humanitarian agencies report an increase in police presence, with the establishment of two additional police stations. 

In west Darfur, humanitarian agencies reported that local authorities have indicated to internally displaced persons which areas police will be deployed in to ensure their protection.  The agencies confirm that police officers are being flown into Geneina airport.  Agencies are also investigating further reports of internally displaced persons’ movements along the Chadian border, following indications that they have returned to certain locations in west Darfur.  Intensive water and sanitation interventions are under way to avert the further spread of jaundice and hepatitis E outbreak.  

Meanwhile, the World Food Programme reports that two months’ rations have been successfully delivered by air and starting 24 August, airdrops will be conducted at four sites in Geneina.  The delivery of food by truck has experienced major limitations due to capacity issues and heavy rains.   

**Somalia
Yesterday, on Sunday, Somalia’s first parliament in 13 years was inaugurated in a ceremony at the UN Office in Nairobi.  Two hundred and six members were sworn in, and they’re expected to choose a president who in turn will nominate a prime minister to form a federal government. 

The parliament’s formation comes after two years of negotiations facilitated by the United Nations and the regional organization known as the Intergovernmental Authority on Development. 

In a message read to the gathering, the Secretary-General welcomed the inauguration and congratulated all Somalis for this achievement.  But he stressed that this is the beginning of long-awaited reconciliation, and he hoped the new parliament would meet its first challenge with the necessary resolve that is required for the election of a President for Somalia.

We have more on the inauguration upstairs, as well as the Secretary-General’s message.

**SG’s Statement on Bangladesh
I now have a statement on Bangladesh.

“The Secretary-General is appalled to learn that the bombing at a rally in Dhaka on Saturday had caused the death reportedly of more than a dozen people and injured a large number of others who had gathered there.  He strongly condemns the use of violence against the civilian population and reiterates his call for the perpetrators of these acts to be brought to justice.

“He urges all concerned to exercise restraint and extends his deepest condolences to the families of the victims of this attack.”

**Timor-Leste Report
Timor-Leste’s Government has taken important steps towards self-sufficiency in the past three months, the Secretary-General says in a new report to the Security Council, which is out on the racks today.  The preparations for the country’s first elections since independence are making significant progress, he says in the report.  Meanwhile, as the UN Mission reduces its personnel, Timorese forces have taken over full responsibility for security. 

Since Timor-Leste’s formal assumption of that responsibility on May 20, the Secretary-General says, the overall security situation has remained calm and peaceful, although smuggling, illegal trading and border crossings continue to cause concern.

The Secretary-General also notes the recent overturning of four convictions handed down by the Ad Hoc Human Rights Tribunal of Indonesia in cases connected with the 1999 violence.  He writes, “Those responsible for the serious crimes committed in 1999 must be held to account, and it is essential that justice is seen to be done in those cases.”

The Security Council will hold a public meeting on Timor-Leste tomorrow.

**Security Council
As for today, there are no Security Council meetings or consultations this morning.  At 3:00 this afternoon, Council members will hold a private meeting with troop contributing countries for the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

**Press Kit for Fifty-Ninth GA Session
And looking ahead to next month, I’d like to let you know that we have upstairs copies of the press kit for the upcoming Fifty-Ninth session of the General Assembly.  The Assembly convenes on September 14th, and the press kit contains information on the items included on its provisional agenda, as well as information on Jean Ping, the President of the Fifty-Ninth session of the GA.

**Afghanistan
Turning to Afghanistan, the Afghan Government should immediately release an estimated 725 prisoners detained at Shibergan prison, the UN Independent Expert on Human Rights in Afghanistan said over the weekend.  The expert, Cherif Bassiouni, said at the end of his latest visit to Afghanistan that he was unable to visit some 300 to 400 detainees held by coalition forces, and expressed his serious concerns about the legality of their detentions.

The independent expert also voiced his concern that some Afghan women are charged with what are mostly social and alleged moral violations, and are confined to custody in what he called “close to a condition of modern slavery”.

We have the transcript of his briefing upstairs, as well as more from the UN Mission in Kabul.

**Slavery
In Paris today, the International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its Abolition is taking place at the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) headquarters.  UNESCO’s Director-General, Mr. Matsuura, said the Day gives an opportunity to reflect on “a tragedy that was concealed for many years and is yet to be fully recognized”. He noted that, although slavery has been abolished, it is still practiced today in new forms that affect millions of people around the world.

**Ethiopia
A couple of notes from Ethiopia from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  The Office reports that a field mission to Ethiopia’s south-central Oromiya Region has found that, as a result of erratic and delayed rains, a poor harvest of the main food crops is expected.  More seeds are urgently needed, and there’s now deep concern over increasing malnutrition and disease outbreaks.  Also, unless the delayed rains extend up to the end of September, there’ll be serious water shortages.

In addition, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reports that the food pipeline for the World Food Programme’s refugee operation in Ethiopia is expected to break in October unless donors urgently make contributions.  And we have more information upstairs on that item.

**Kosovo
The Secretary-General’s Special Representative in Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, and the head of the Council of Europe, Walter Schwimmer, today signed an accord on human rights issues for Kosovo.  We have a press release upstairs on that.

**FAO/AIDS Mozambique
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) flags that HIV/AIDS is threatening subsistence agriculture in Mozambique with long-term decline, a trend that has ominous implications for the country's food supply.  That warning comes from a major new study by the FAO in Mozambique.

**UNODC/Pakistan
The UN Office on Drugs and Crime and Pakistan’s Ministry of Interior and Narcotics Control have signed an agreement to enhance the intelligence capacity of key law enforcement agencies in Pakistan. 

The two-year project is designed to better equip Pakistani law enforcement agencies to conduct intelligence-led operations against drug trafficking and organized crime. 

**Convention
A housekeeping note:  our colleagues at the Safety and Security Service have put together a note on how traffic and public transportation will be affected during the upcoming Republican National Convention here in New York.  We’ve made that note available for you upstairs, if you are interested.

That’s it for me.  Any questions?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  Stéphane, when Mr. Qazi met with Prime Minister Allawi, did he again reiterate the Secretary-General’s offer to use his good offices or intervene in any way, and what was Mr. Allawi’s reaction?  

Associate Spokesman:  I don’t have any details of that particular conversation.  But the Secretary-General’s position remains that he’s prepared to play a facilitating role if he can help and if all sides are, obviously, agreeable to it.  But I’ll see if I can get some details of the conversation.

Question:  Does the UN have any awareness of what’s going on along the Afghan/Pakistan border?  Seems to be some military operation there.  

Associate Spokesman:  No, I do not have any information on that.

Question:  Tomorrow in the Security Council... will Mr. Pronk be back here to brief the Security Council?

Associate Spokesman:  No, Mr. Pronk is expected to brief the Council in person early next month and a senior official from the Department of Political Affairs will do the briefing tomorrow on Sudan.

Question:  Was Pronk not going to brief the Council on August 30th? 

Associate Spokesman:  The report is due on August 30th.  As for the exact date of his briefing to the Council, whether or not it’s exactly on the 30th or the day after… the problem is if it’s the day after, it’s a new presidency, so the calendar has to be worked out.  But it will be very close to the 30th.  The report itself will be in on the 30th.

Question:  Now that the National Conference has been held and the Council has been set up, what are the next specific steps that the UN will undertake prior to the elections in January? 

Associate Spokesman:  The steps will be to continue to assist the Iraqi Independent Electoral Commission in organizing the elections and, obviously, also on the development front, and whatever further assistance in the political transition process is requested by the Iraqi Government.  

Question:  Just as a follow-up to that, are there any plans for Carina Perelli to go back?  And if she does go back, can she come talk to us before?

Associate Spokesman:  No, on the first part of the question, and we will ask her again to come down and talk to you as soon as she’s able and willing to come down.  I don’t think she’s in New York this week, but we have a constant call into her office.

Question:  Do we have a better idea about when the heads of mission of the Burundi and Democratic Republic of the Congo peacekeeping missions will be reporting back to the Council on the findings on the massacre in Gatumba? 

Associate Spokesman:  No, the investigation is still ongoing and I don’t have a date on when we expect that investigation to be completed.

Thank you very much.

* *** *



UNEP and the Executive Director in the News


� HYPERLINK  \l "Kyoto" ��The Guardian  -UK to take tough line against US over Kyoto� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Marshlands" ��Daily Yomiuri - Govt to aid plan to restore Mesopotamian marshlands� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "Exposure" ��New Straits Times (Malaysia) - Women susceptible to chemical exposure�


� HYPERLINK  \l "Workshop" ��Bernama The Malaysian National News Agency - Chemical handlers should be aware of danger, workshop participants told���
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