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New Scientist 

December 21, 2002 

  HEADLINE: Despite all the talk, real change is as elusive as ever; 
 The World Summit on Sustainable Development took place in August. But little has come of the promises.

      Even the Kyoto Protocol still hasn't come into force 

      BYLINE: Fred Pearce 

      THIS was the year the world embraced sustainable development -- with the result that there was even less

      certainty about what it meant. 

      In its name, the World Summit held in Joburg in August endorsed everything from saving the orang-utan to

      building an Africa-wide electricity grid. 

      Small was beautiful, but then so was big. Everybody agreed on the need to remove the yoke of poverty from

      the world's two billion poorest citizens. But how to do this remained unclear. Progress? Well, perhaps. The

      year began with free marketeers proclaiming that sustainable development is about making money -- no

      more and no less. The creation of wealth would pay for the alleviation of poverty and repair of the

      environment. And the best way to generate wealth was more trade. 

      But not everyone agreed. In May, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) reported that we had a choice:

      get rich by putting markets first or sustainable development first. Only the latter would endure, giving us a

      cleaner, healthier, more peaceful and egalitarian world. The former would not, because a bad environment is

      an economic millstone as well as a recipe for social instability and -- whisper it -- terrorism. 

      At meetings in Mexico in March and at the G8 in June, President Bush and other Western leaders agreed that

      trade alone was not enough. They promised more foreign aid for Africa -- but with the proviso that African

      governments opened their own markets to other countries. 

      Perhaps they felt guilty about their failure to lift domestic trade barriers as they had promised at a trade

      meeting in Qatar the previous year. For the year also saw Bush raise subsidies for US farmers, while Europe

      again fluffed efforts to reform its Common Agricultural Policy. Rich nations still spend five times as much

      supporting their farmers as they do on aid to poor nations. In fact, every cow in Europe is subsidised by

      $2.20 a day -- more than the income of almost two billion of the world's citizens. 

      Adding fuel to the fire, the UN reported in June that living standards in the world's 49 poorest nations were

      lower than 30 years ago. Globalisation was stripping them of natural resources without relieving poverty one

      jot, the report found. And more of the same would impoverish them further. The report coincided with the

      World Food Summit in Rome, which heard that 840 million people worldwide go to bed hungry. Outside China,  the number has risen by 50 million in six years. 

      Two months later, rich nations turned up at the World Summit in Joburg protesting their sorrow at this

      situation, but assuring the poor that the cure was more of the same. The delegates promised to halve the

      number of people without clean drinking water and sanitation by 2015. But would the promises prove any

      more real than those to halve poverty and hunger? (And hadn't the World Water Decade once promised

      clean water for all by the end of the 1980s?) Fearing that global summits were losing their credibility, the UN

      declared there would be no more. "Delivery" was the order of the day. 

      But perhaps there is now more realism on all sides. Take the greens. Once, they barely engaged with the

      politics of trade and economic development. That made them easy to support and easy to ignore, which is

      what happened after the Earth Summit a decade ago. 

      During 2002, by contrast, Friends of the Earth spent more time talking about "corporate accountability" than

      about saving the rainforests. And campaigners against genetically modified crops spent less time whipping up

      fears about "Frankenstein foods" and more time warning that biotech is allowing agribusiness to "lock up" the

      food chain with patents on genes and procedures. 

      Big business also talked of sustainability at Joburg. Hundreds of corporations signed up at the World Summit

      to green-tinged "partnership" projects with local communities and environment groups. Many such projects

      were probably little more than PR stunts, of course. But at least they have given greens a new weapon:

      demanding that corporations meet their promises. That could, just conceivably, make the World Summit

      more significant than many now suppose. 

      Meanwhile, UNEP's vision of environmental decay undermining future prosperity loomed large. Emissions from   bush fires and vehicle exhausts are creating a permanent "brown haze" above Asia that cuts India's crop

      yields by 10 per cent, one study claimed. And Indonesia's rainforests, on which millions depend, will be

      logged out within a decade. 

      Climate change continued -- the year is set to be the second warmest on record. Yet in June, Australia

      joined the US in pulling out of the Kyoto Protocol, despite a nationwide drought that many in the country

      blame on global warming. 

      The world is now waiting for Russia's ratification before the protocol can come into force. But scientists are

      increasingly fearful that the treaty could be sunk by efforts to keep the Russian President sweet by allowing

      him and others to claim that forestry schemes are soaking up improbable amounts of carbon. Even if the

      protocol survives, its impact will be minuscule. 

      Any good news? Yes: the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species added sharks and

      mahogany trees to its list of protected species. And peace treaties were signed in three of Africa's largest

      and poorest countries, Angola, Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Yet even before the ink

      was dry, famine had returned to stalk the continent. UN agencies said 25 million people were at risk. 

      The outlook isn't good. There's plenty of food available on the world markets, but the poor have less cash

      than ever to buy it with. And everyone still has an incentive to plunder the planet. There's still nothing to

      stop big companies annexing natural resources such as cocoa and cobalt at rock-bottom prices, and then

      moving on when the bounty runs out. As rich nations battling to hold back would-be migrants discovered

      during 2002, the poor may decide they have little choice but to join them.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

New Scientist 

December 21, 2002 

Consider the lily 

      BYLINE: John Bonner; John Bonner is a science writer 

      World Atlas of Biodiversity by Brian Groombridge and Martin Jenkins, University of California Press, $54.95/   37.95, ISBN 0520236688 Reviewed by John Bonner 

      STOCKTAKING is not the most glamorous activity but it's essential for the smooth running of businesses.

      This book is a stocktaking exercise for those in the conservation industry: it's a comprehensive assessment

      of what species are present and where. All this is vital for strategic planning, to decide how resources and

      effort should be allocated to preserve important habitats. 

      Produced by the World Conservation Monitoring Centre, World Atlas of Biodiversity updates work carried out  under the United Nations Environment Programme after the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. It

      reflects the guarded optimism that followed that event. It seemed governments were at last taking

      environmental issues seriously. But Brian Groombridge and Martin Jenkins wrote their book before August's

      Johannesburg conference on sustainable development, and so looked forward to that event with the same

      hopeful air. No doubt they'll be saddened by the lack of progress at the meeting -- they know that you can't

      reorder when stocks are running low in this business.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________________________

India Today 

Ashok Khosla: The Green Doer 

      Recognition comes to India's prominent environmental entrepreneur whose refreshing, non-activist approach    has made a difference at the grassroots 

Ashok Khosla does not fit the stereotype of the Indian ecologist-the jholawala with a handwoven bag,

      sweaty armpits, commuting by bus or bullock cart. He drives around in a white Maruti Esteem making no  effort to replace the petrol it uses as fuel with the more ecologically correct CNG. Neither is he apologetic  about living in Delhi's upmarket Vasant Vihar in a house that his father built saying, "It seemed silly to waste  it and live in a slum." 

      His voice is civil, refined, accented. More suited to the hallowed halls of academia than in the dustbowls of  India's hinterland where he does much of his acclaimed work. The prefix Dr is for a PhD in experimental  physics from Harvard University and not, please note, in environmental sciences. He spent his formative  years "theorising on the innards of the atom" far removed from the hunger pangs of India's poor. The  pinstripe suits he dons while globe-trotting for the cause accentuates the contradictions. He does wear  kurta-pyjamas to work in India but critics carp that they are of designer class. He is clear that the clothes  he wears is not to make a statement but because they are "appropriate while dealing with my clients, the  peasants". The word "appropriate" is something Khosla has devoted most of the 62 years of his life exploring  and defining with a rare perseverance. It has seen him being acknowledged as not just one of the world's  prominent environmental thinkers of our times but also a consummate doer. Last month Khosla entered the  ecologists' hall of fame when he was awarded UNEP's prestigious Sasakawa Environment Prize for 2002  worth $200,000 (Rs 96 lakh). Lord Clinton Davis, chairman of the award's selection committee, says, "His  work on environment has had a large ripple effect not only in India but around the world." 

      Khosla's approach is refreshingly different. Early enough he decided that caring for the environment did not   mean shouting. Or saying no to development projects. He believes that a "large part of activism is an ego  trip". He had a cause but he wasn't going to be a rebel to achieve his ends. Even if it meant being labelled  by detractors as Mr Establishment. He acknowledges that movements such as the one against damming the  Narmada led by Medha Patkar have their role to play. But it was not going to be his way. "I would be  satisfied if I created jobs and empowered people rather than stopping dams from being built," he says. 

      The enterprise route evolved when at Harvard he began to feel the disconnect between his pursuit of

      blue-sky research and the reality in India. He agonised over why science couldn't come up with appropriate  technology to make the lives of poor people better. It drove him to audit courses at Harvard on economic  development and business management to understand, what he terms, the nexus between people, the  resources and the environment. 

      Along with famed oceanographer Roger Revelle he then set up a course on nature sciences at Harvard and  even brought out a book titled The Survival Equation. Among their students was Al Gore, the former US  vice-president who said it deeply influenced his thinking on the subject. By then Khosla says more than being a scientist, his driving ambition was " to be Indian". As corny as that may sound, only someone who  has lived outside India from age seven can comprehend the need to belong. Coming back to India, says  Khosla, was "non-negotiable". 

      When Khosla came back in 1971 for a decade he had successful stints as environment adviser to the Union  government and later to the UNEP. But it bothered him that catchphrases such as "sustainable

      development" and "appropriate technologies" had become hollow and meaningless. He believed that "if you   have a good idea then you are responsible for implementing it". So in 1983 he chucked up everything and set   up Development Alternatives, an NGO, from his house. It was primarily to see if putting his shoulder to the   boulder of apathy could make a difference. He was clear that anything he did to help India's villages had to  have the "triple bottom line imperatives-financial, social and environmental sustainability". 

      As in physics, Khosla chose to work with atomic size projects that could produce a chain reaction of

      development. When he found that roofing in most villages was a problem he put together a research project  to evolve a tough and durable roof tile made from local material by a process that village masons could  understand. Each mini tile manufacturing unit provided jobs for five people apart from workers needed to lay  them. It fitted well with Khosla's philosophy: It was relevant, renewable, cheap, easily replicable, gave users  a sense of ownership and made them independent. 

      Over the years Khosla has evolved 15 such environmentally sound and commercially viable technologies that  have generated more than three lakh jobs across India. They include innovative check dams that recharge  degraded land and decentralised power units that villages could set up using agro-waste and wild weeds as  gassifiers to drive the generators. R.K. Pachauri, director-general, Tata Energy Research Institute, says,   "Khosla's success is his ability to franchise technology in rural areas." Nalni Jayal, a former Union Environment  Ministry official, adds, "He has taken ecological precepts and translated them into reality at the grassroots." 

      Khosla's latest venture is an Internet portal to spread his work. He believes telecom technology can't be

      easily hijacked by the rich and will become a powerful tool to decentralise development. For him, empowering  the poor guarantees environmental security. It is why Khosla is often regarded as "a Gandhian in a suit". The  description is appropriate. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
ENS

Three Gorges Reservoir Will Change Local Weather 

                      BEIJING, China, December 19, 2002 (ENS) - People living near the Three

                      Gorges Reservoir, soon to fill up behind the world's largest dam, will find

                      winters a little warmer and summers a little cooler after water storage begins in

                      June next year, according to the official state news agency Xinhua. The

                      damming of the diversion canal on the project November 6 stopped the

                      natural flow at the Three Gorges. 

                      Meteorologists from the National Meteorological Center and the Hubei

                      provincial and Chongqing municipal meteorological stations in central and

                      southwestern China conducted a seven year weather simulation experiment

                      which yielded these predictions. 

                      The weather changes, which will affect a 10 kilometer (6.2 mile) radius of the

                      reservoir on the Yangtze River, will be greater in summer. They will include a

                      moderate increase in rainfall which the Chinese government says will favor the

                      growth of tropical plants, such as citrus and lychee trees. 

                      The results show the extreme highest temperature near the reservoir will fall

                      by four degrees Celsius, while the extreme lowest temperature will rise by

                      three degrees. The rise in humidity might lead to more foggy days, affecting

                      land and water traffic, the meteorologists said. 

                      In addition, the increase in vapor and fog will cause more frequent acid rains,

                      which may move from urban areas to the countryside due to rising wind

                      speeds, the forecasters said. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

ENS

Alaska Refuge Drilling Threatens Native Existence 

                      By John Gartner 

                      SAN FRANCISCO, California, December 23, 2002 (ENS) - Opening the Arctic  National Wildlife Reserve to oil and gas exploration threatens to disrupt the  porcupine caribou herd that annually migrates across its pristine landscape.  For the aboriginal people whose survival depends on the caribou, protecting   the herd is a matter of life and death. 

                      The Bush administration backs the plan to open up ANWR to drilling, and  November's elections gave his Republican Party a majority in both houses   which could pave the way for resurrecting legislation that was defeated earlier  in the year. 

                      William Greenland, a member of the Gwich'in tribe who lives in Inuvik, a town  in the Northwest Territories, recently toured the United States. As part of the Caribou Commons project's Walk To Washington, D.C. for the Arctic Refuge,  Greenland came south to raise awareness of how opening up ANWR   endangers his people 

                      The Porcupine Caribou herd  (Photo credit unknown)

                      The Gwich'in call   themselves "caribou  people" since 75 percent  of their diet is caribou  meat, Greenland said.  He's worried that the barrage of oil wells,  pipelines and machinery will divert the migration                      path of the 130,000 caribou away from the  15 Gwich'in villages, robbing them of their primary source of food. 

                      Greenland participates in the caribou hunts that take place when the herd's  migration route takes them near his town every spring and fall. "We only take  what we need, we don't hunt until there are no more," he said. Greenland said  that in addition to the fresh caribou meat, enough is frozen or dried to last  until the next migration. 

                      If there were no caribou, Greenland said he'd have to fish more or "go to fast  food restaurants or eat Campbell's soup." But since Inuvik is located above  the Arctic Circle, bringing in food by truck or airplane makes for expensive  alternatives, according to Greenland. He said it costs between $30-$40 for a  family to eat pizza or Chinese food, which could buy enough caribou meat to  last a mont. "Without caribou meat we start to lose our strength." 

                      The Gwich'in not only use caribou for food, they also use the animals for clothing, tools, and to make arts and crafts. Greenland is worried that  traditions of Gwich'in culture - such as making mukluks out of caribou hide, or  using the hair to line doghouses - might soon be seen only behind museum glass. 

                      Greenland said he's noticed some changes to the habits of wildlife, which he  attributes to global warming. He recently saw a black bear that should have  been hibernating. "It's only minus 19 degrees (-2 Fahrenheit) now when it  should be minus 29 (-20 F). And if drilling starts in ANWR, Greenland expects                 many species to be affected. 

                                                          Bull caribou silouetted  against the Alaskan sky (Photo credit unknown)

                                                          The U.S. Fish and  Wildlife Service  (USFWS) shares Greenland's concern                                                          about the environmental  impact of petroleum  exploration in the  proposed "1002 Area "    of the Arctic Refuge. A USFWS 2001 report states "The caribou's preferred food during calving season is higher in  nutrition, more digestible, and more available within the 1002 Area than in  surrounding areas. To successfully reproduce, female caribou must be able to  move freely throughout the 1002 Area to find adequate food resources to  build up their fat reserves and milk." 

                      The USFWS adds that there would be a loss of "subsistence hunting  activities" for natives, and "decreased calf production and animal survival." 

                      And it is not just caribou that are threatened by oil field development. "The 1002 Area is critically important to the ecological integrity of the whole Arctic  Refuge, providing essential habitats for numerous internationally important   species such as the Porcupine Caribou herd and polar bears," according to  the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

                      Caribou calf (Photo courtesy Arctic Power)

                      Despite the  environmental warnings  from the government  agency, fossil fuel developers are                      determined to acquire  ANWR drilling rights   from the U.S. government. The actual amount of economically                      recoverable oil  underneath the 19 million  acre ANWR area has been hotly debated. The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) estimates the mostly like amount is between 1.9 and 5.3 billion barrels of oil, or  enough to fuel the United States for between three and nine months. 

                      According to the USGS, "the oil is expected to occur in a number of  accumulations rather than a single large accumulation," which would require  an extensive network of roads, pipelines, airstrips and processing stations. 

                      Alaska Senator Ted Stevens will likely join the charge with his fellow  Republicans for new ANWR drilling legislation. On December 16, Stevens told  the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce it would be his "top priority" when the  Senate reconvenes in January. The Bush administration, which during the  past few months has relaxed regulations protecting wildlife areas and has  eased rules on industrial air pollution, strongly supports exploring ANWR. 

                      The pro-drilling side took a hit in late November, however, when oil  powerhouse British Petroleum decided to suspend its contributions to Arctic  Power, a lobbying group largely financed by oil producers. 

                      Legislatures opposed to ANWR drilling say there's not enough oil to merit  exploration. Resistance is being led by Senator Joseph Lieberman, aConnecticut Democrat, a possible presidential candidate in 2004. 

                      The United States has alternatives to violating ANWR, according to Joy  Bergey of the Pennsylvania Interfaith Global Climate Change Campaign, which  says protecting the environment is a moral responsibility. "There are so many  ways that we can more than compensate for the oil that we would get from                      ANWR," Bergey said. Equipping cars with more fuel efficient tires, or merely  keeping existing tires properly inflated could save an equivalent amount of oil,  she said. 

                      "Or, if we raised CAFE [Corporate Average Fuel Economy] to 39 mpg, Bergey said, "we wouldn't need to touch ANWR." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Reindeer climate threat
               Ice stops them getting at lichen and mosses

              By Helen Briggs 

               BBC News Online science reporter 

               At traditionally the busiest time of the year for reindeer,  scientists warn they face an uncertain future. 

               Rain falling on snow is creating ice that restricts their  food supply, says a US team. 

               Rainfall in the northern latitudes where the animals live  has been increasing in recent years. 

               According to a climate change  model put together by researchers at the University of Washington,

               things can only get worse. 

               The problem is caused by  rain falling on snow in the far  northern latitudes during

               winter. 

               The water seeps into the soil and freezes, producing a  coating of ice. 

               The ice layer stops hoofed animals such as reindeer, caribou and musk ox from getting to the lichens and

               mosses they eat. 

               Ice layer 

               According to study author, Jaakko Putkonen, it is a  growing problem in far north places such as the  Norwegian island of Spitsbergen, midway between  Norway and the North Pole. 

               "You have an ice layer at the  surface several centimetres thick  that even a person couldn't get

               through without tools," he says. 

               "I have seen soil  temperatures remain at  the freezing point for as long as two months  because of the slowly  freezing water below the  thick snow pack. 

  "Even when ice layers are  not impenetrable, the  warmer soil surface  temperatures promote the  growth of fungi and toxic  moulds among the lichens,  so the animals avoid those areas." 

               Dr Putkonen's team constructed a model of snow and  soil heat generation to study the effects of climate               change in areas such as northern Alaska and Canada,  Greenland, northern Scandinavia, and Russia. 

               Future threat 

               The model predicts that by 2089, the land mass   affected by rain falling on snow will have risen by 40%.  "The bottom line is that the rain will penetrate farther  into the interiors of the continents, where most of the               reindeer are," says Dr Putkonen. 

               It is not clear what the  effect will be on  reindeer. In some areas,  herders may have to  supply hay in winter for  them to feed on. 

               Another concern is that they may damage  their hooves pawing at the ice. 

               Lynn Rosentrater, climate scientist in the WWF  International Arctic Programme, says reindeer          will end up starving or will have to migrate in search of other food sources. 

               "This will be the future environment for  reindeer - it's a very frightening prospect," she  told BBC News Online. 

               The WWF says it is very concerned about the  reindeer's future with respect to climate  change and other threats. But Dr Rosentrater  says reindeer populations in the Arctic are  stable at the moment. 

               "I don't want to scare anyone - Santa's   presents will arrive on time this year," she  joked. 

               The University of Washington team is calling    for a more in-depth study of how hoofed

               animals in northern areas are affected by global climate change. 

               Their research will be published in the journal Geophysical Research Letters. 

______________________________________________________________________________________


DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

           The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today's noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the

     Secretary-General.

           **Secretary-General on Leave

           Sorry for the delay.

           The Secretary-General begins his year-end leave today, but he is continuing to work at home.  You saw, for

     example, that he met this morning with his Special Envoy to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Mustapha

     Niasse.  That meeting, of course, took place at the residence.

           **Middle East

           On Friday afternoon following their meeting at the State Department in Washington, the members of the

     Middle East diplomatic Quartet met with President George W. Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney at the White

     House.  In addition, to the Secretary-General and Secretary of State Colin Powell, the Quartet also includes Russian

     Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov, and the European Union (EU), represented by three individuals:  Danish Foreign Minister

     Per Steg Moeller -- Denmark is in the chair of the Presidency of the EU; EU High Representative for a Common

     Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana; and European Commissioner for External Affairs Chris Patten.

           Speaking to reporters at the start of the meeting, the Secretary-General said the Quartet was very close to

     finalizing a “road map”, which can help bring about the vision of two States, Israel and Palestinian, living side by side. 

     “It will require sacrifices from both sides”, he said, ”and it will demand parallel steps by both States for us to be able to

     move forward”.  The road map, he said, must not only be performance driven, it must also be hope-driven.  “I believe”,

     he said, ”that this vision of two States, living in peace and security, will be the dream that will keep that hope alive”.

           Afterwards, a joint statement was released by the Quartet which called for an immediate, comprehensive,

     ceasefire.  “All Palestinian individuals and groups must end all acts of terror against Israelis, in any location”, the

     statement said, adding that as calm is established, Israeli forces should withdraw from Palestinian areas and the

     pre-Intifada status quo on the ground should be restored.  The Quartet also expressed concern at the deepening

     humanitarian crisis in Gaza and the West Bank and called for increased effort by the Government of Israel to ease the

     humanitarian situation in those places.  In conclusion, the Quartet members said a further meeting of the Quartet

     principals in the near future would take place to adopt the road map and present it to the parties.

           **Iraq

           According to our regular reporting from Baghdad, UNMOVIC and the IAEA have carried out roughly 150

     inspections up till now.  Some sites were visited several times due to their size and complexity.  As for personnel

     movement, there has been a small rotation of staff over the last few days, with some IAEA and UNMOVIC

     inspectors leaving while others arrived.  There are currently 102 UNMOVIC inspectors and 6 IAEA inspectors, for a

     total of 108.

           Even though the number of current IAEA inspectors is small, they have specialized expertise and are now

     conducting detailed quantitative assessments of Iraqi declarations.  They are studying procurement records, factory

     inventories and consumption records in an attempt to verify Iraqi declarations about critical dual-use materials.

           In terms of inspections today and over the weekend, IAEA and UNMOVIC teams conducted a number of visits

     at a wide variety of sites, including an industrial scrap yard, a pesticide research centre, a baby formula factory and a

     missile propellant plant, as well as a metal and ceramics research plant.  You can get full details upstairs.

           **Security Council

           The Security Council has no meetings or consultations scheduled for today.

           On Friday night, the Security Council failed to adopt a draft resolution that would have condemned the killing

     by Israeli forces of UN employees, as well as the destruction of a World Food Programme (WFP) warehouse in the

     occupied Palestinian territories.  The vote was 12 in favour to one against (United States), and two abstentions

     (Bulgaria and Cameroon).

           Prior to that vote, the Council held back-to-back formal meetings to adopt two presidential statements -- one

     on the protection of civilians in armed conflict and the other on Côte d'Ivoire.  It was the first time the Council took up

     Côte d'Ivoire as an agenda item.

           In its statement, the Council called on the warring parties to resolve their differences through talks aimed at

     achieving a negotiated political solution.  It welcomed, in particular, the commitment of the President of Côte d’Ivoire to

     submit, in the coming days, a comprehensive plan to end the crisis, stressing that such a plan was a crucial step

     towards achieving a peaceful solution.  It also welcomed the decision by the Secretary-General to request an urgent

     human rights mission to assess the situation.

           That mission, led by Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan, will leave Geneva in

     about an hour.  It will spend a week in the country, and it will prepare a report on its return for the High Commissioner

     and the Secretary-General.

           **IAEA -- Democratic People's Republic of Korea

           The IAEA issued two statements over the weekend, expressing deep regret at the Democratic People’s

     Republic of Korea’s disruption of IAEA’s Safeguards Implementation in the country.

           On December 21, the DPRK cut most of the seals and impeded the functioning of surveillance equipment

     installed at the 5 megawatt reactor at Nyongbyong, and the next day it took further action, removing seals in the

     reactor’s spent fuel pond, which contains some 8,000 irradiated fuel rods.  IAEA’s Director General Mohamed

     ElBaradei said: “As the spent fuel contains a significant amount of plutonium, the DPRK’s action is of great

     non-proliferation concern and represents a further disruption of the IAEA’s ability to apply safeguards in the DPRK”. 

     There is more information on the IAEA Web site.

           **Afghanistan

           Yesterday in Kabul, at a Conference on Good Neighbourly Relations, representatives of Afghanistan's six

     neighbouring countries signed a declaration of non-aggression.  The six signatories -- China, Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan,

     Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, as well as Afghanistan -- reaffirmed their commitment to constructive and supportive

     bilateral relationships.

           In statement read out by his Special Representative, Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General said that peace

     in Afghanistan could only be achieved with the help of neighbouring States and the wider international community. 

     Highlighting that Afghanistan’s neighbours had already done much to help bring back stability to that country, he said

     he hoped that the Kabul Declaration would not be seen as an isolated event, but the basis for a further series of

     regional agreements and initiatives to promote cooperation.  President Hamid Karzai, in his speech, stressed that

     Afghanistan would not allow its territory or bilateral relations with any other nations to harm another country and it

     expected the same from others.  We have the text of the Secretary-General's statement upstairs.

           And on that subject, we also have a statement attributable to the Spokesman:

           “The Secretary-General welcomes the signing of the Kabul Declaration on Good Neighbourly Relations

     between Afghanistan and its six neighbours on 22 December.  He sincerely hopes that the Declaration will not only

     strengthen the peace process in Afghanistan, but also promote political and economic progress in the entire region. 

     He calls on the signatories of the Kabul Declaration to do their utmost to respect the principles of territorial integrity

     and non-interference in each other's internal affairs, and to work together to solve the problems of terrorism, political

     extremism and drug trafficking.

           “The Secretary-General extends his congratulations to President Karzai and his Government on this important

     day, as well as to the people of Afghanistan.  He expresses the hope that the Kabul Declaration will complement the

     Bonn Agreement to ensure a peaceful and prosperous future for Afghanistan and its neighbours.  At the same time,

     the Secretary-General believes that much progress remains to be achieved in Afghanistan, particularly in improving the

     security situations, as has been demonstrated by a number of recent incidents throughout the country.”

           **Human Rights

           Two United Nations Human Rights bodies have found violations of civil and political rights and torture treaties

     in eight countries.  The Human Rights Committee concluded that in seven of the 14 complaints from individuals, the

     provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights had been violated.  The Committee against Torture

     also found a violation of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or

     Punishment in one case.  We have the full text of those decisions available in my office.

           **Press Releases

           Available upstairs is a press release from the UN Development Programme (UNDP), in which its Administrator,

     Mark Malloch Brown, welcomes the establishment by the General Assembly of a World Solidarity Fund.  The World

     Solidarity Fund is modelled on the National Solidarity Fund that was set up in Tunisia by President Zine El Abidine

     Ben Ali.  “I am delighted", he said, "that the United Nations has decided to scale up this innovative mechanism at the

     world level”.

           **Announcement

           As we have done in previous years, we are not going to do noon briefings during the holiday season.  As of

     tomorrow, we will just be posting highlights on the Web site every day, as if we did do a briefing.  We will resume the

     regular noon briefing here on 2 January 2003.  Should something important come up, though, we will call you back

     down here and talk to you in front of the cameras.

           That is all I have.

           **Questions and Answers

           Question: No noon briefing tomorrow?

           Spokesman: No noon briefing tomorrow.

           Question: What was the Secretary-General's reaction to the United States veto of the resolution regarding the

     killing of the UN workers?

           Spokesman: He had no public reaction that he has given me.

           Question: But he has been very concerned regarding the killings and the veto came just a few hours after the

     Quartet meeting.

           Spokesman: He is not going to comment on decisions taken by the Security Council after they have been

     taken.

           Question: Could you comment on a report of UN contingency planning for the event of military action in Iraq?

           Spokesman: I think any well-run organization does contingency planning on a routine basis.   The

     humanitarian side of the UN has, for some time now, been doing contingency planning in the event that there is

     military action in Iraq.  At the same time we expect that the mechanism in place now through UN inspection will be

     seized by Iraq as a way to avert that military action.  All the same, we have to do contingency planning.

           Question: Can you confirm figures that the UN contingency planning foresees civil unrest and the possibility of

     900,000 refugees?

           Spokesman: I can't confirm any specific numbers, except that the planning we have been doing so far is really

     on a preliminary basis.  You might have seen a number of $37.3 million, or whatever it is, that we asked for, mainly for

     the pre-positioning of food and other supplies.  It is first-phase planning that is being done.  There may well have been

     thoughts given to subsequent phases with much higher numbers.  At this time, however, we have only asked for

     financial support for the initial phase.

           Question: You mentioned it was just a regular meeting, but the Times of London labelled it as a secret

     meeting, maybe demanded by the United States Government, or ordered by the Secretary-General.  Could you

     deliberate on that?

           Spokesman: I don't know who wrote the headline for James Bones' article, but it was, I think, sensationalistic

     and not reflective of some of the items in the article itself, that mentioned among other things, that we do expect Iraq

     to comply with the Security Council demands made of it, and that military action can be avoided.  We routinely deal

     with a core number of donor States in Geneva.  It was these States that were approached and our initial estimates of

     our requirements for the fist phase were give to them about a week, 10 days ago, I believe it was.

           Question: Are the initial estimates publicly available?

           Spokesman: No, but I have just confirmed a figure for you, $37.4 million, not 37.3.  Contingency planning is

     not something you normally go public with.  It is something you do quietly on the side, on a background basis.  You

     are not going to try to excite the public environment, you are just trying to be prepared for any contingency.

           Question: Was that based on the collapse of Baghdad, or is that where the damage or fighting will be?

           Spokesman: I can't get into any details, but as I have indicated, the planning for the initial stage, that we

     approached donors on about 10 days ago, was for modest pre-positioning of food and equipment.

           Question: Are there any numbers on how many people would be fed from this $37.4 million?

           Spokesman: Yes, there were some preliminary figures -- I can't give them to you, I don't think I have them here

     -- on the number that, in an initial phase, might be displaced and need help.

           Question: Is there any road map on the plans concerning the Palestinian/Israeli conflict?

           Spokesman: There was discussion of the road map, but the decision was taken by the Quartet not to go

     public with the road map at this time, but to do so in the near future, as I mentioned in my statement.

           Question: Regarding the IAEA statements, is there anything you can say about what the Secretary-General is

     doing, on the telephone or otherwise?

           Spokesman: I am not aware that he has made telephone calls in this connection.  I think we have already

     stated his concern in terms of the non-proliferation regime and stability in the region.  Until now this matter has not

     come to the Security Council.  It is been dealt with by the United States, South Korea and Japan.  The

     Secretary-General hopes that that approach will work, but continues to be concerned at these latest developments,

     which are not going in the right direction.

           Question: On what basis were the contingency plans been drawn up?

           Spokesman: It is the whole humanitarian community of the UN system that sits down and says:  what would

     we need as a minimum for the first phase of the fall-out from a military action in Iraq.  The High Commissioner for

     Refugees would say:  well, at the very least, at the minimum, at the outset, we should be prepared for a certain

     number of displaced persons or refugees.  Let us have X food, X tents, X blankets in place.  The World Food

     Programme would make the food estimates, and so on.  It goes across the board.  On that basis they came up with

     this $37.4 million request.

           Question: Do you have a sense what kind military action will be taken.  On what basis do you take

     decisions?  What are your scenarios?

           Spokesman: I don't think anyone can accurately predict the outcome of war.  What we have done in this case

     is say:  what do we think is prudent to have in position now, as a first step.  You can come up with best-case and

     worst-case scenarios, but we have done minimal estimates of what might be required, what we would like to have in

     place, should there be military action.

           Question: Do you now how much money the United States contributes to this $37.4 million?

           Spokesman: I don't know that we have had any specific offers in response to this request, which was just

     made 10 days ago.

           Question: Is there a plan for Dr. Blix and his team, whether they are going back to Baghdad, and is there any

     new information from the United States, as the United States ambassador said they are going to present a new team?

           Spokesman: I don't.  For anything specific like that, I think you should go to their spokesman.

           Question: What is the update regarding the UN and Cambodia after the General Assembly has said to go

     ahead with negotiations.

           Spokesman: Let me check with Office of Legal Affairs.  The Secretary-General said that if we were to resume

     talks with the Cambodian Government on the special court, he would want authority from the Member States.  He now

     has that.  I would have to check with OLA what the next step is.

           Question: Was there any reaction or comment on the nice invitation for the CIA to join Mr. Blix and his people.

           Spokesman: Last week, Dr. Blix and Mr. ElBaradei said that they would like more information from Member

     States on where they should look.  We don't have the intelligence capacity that some Member States do.  Otherwise, I

     am very limited as to what I can say on behalf of Dr. Blix.  He does not report to the Secretary-General, he reports to

     the Security Council.

           **Statement Attributable to Spokesman

           I have one last statement attributable to the Spokesman concerning the return of some Kuwaiti property by

     Iraq.

           “The Secretary-General notes that on 22 December, at Umm Qasr, Iraq handed over to Kuwaiti officials items

     of Kuwaiti property not related to its national archives (the list of these items was annexed to the recent report of the

     Secretary-General, S/2002/1349).  The United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observer Mission (UNIKOM) facilitated this

     hand-over.”

           Question:  New York City has passed a tough non-smoking bill.  What does this mean for the United

     Nations?  Will people be scaling the fence?  Is there any plan to bring the UN into code with the rest of New York?

           Spokesman: Scaling the fence to have a puff…? We hope that doesn't happen.  Our position remains the

     same:  We can only politely ask delegates not to smoke. 

     We can insist that staff members not smoke in the building.  I do my part.  Every time I see a staff member smoking I

     ask them please to go outside.  Maybe we should all do the same.

           Question: Do you expect any action on the oil-for-food programme today or tomorrow?

           Spokesman: I suppose we will have the weekly update tomorrow, as usual.  I am not aware of anything else. 

     Or are you talking about the Goods Review List?  The Goods Review List continues to be under discussion in the

     Security Council.  I don't know whether to expect something this week or not.

           Question: Did the Secretary-General see David Grubin's "Gathering Storm" special?

           Spokesman: You are talking about last week, a little preview that he attended.  He did not stay for the actual

     showing of clips, which I think was only 12 to 15 minutes of an hour and a half documentary.  To my knowledge, he

     hasn't seen it.

           Question: Why isn't there a summarizing year's end briefing or press conference by the Secretary-General.

           Spokesman: He has traditionally given that.  I think with all the exposure he has had to the media, mainly

     coming in the front door where he has been stopped and asked five or six question each morning, mostly on Iraq, I

     don't think he felt the need to come before you.  We did raise the question with him, and we are looking at maybe

     doing one in January.  We will do one that looks ahead instead rather than looks back, if that is okay with you.

           Thank you very much.

· *** *  
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M O N D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
Iraq

*
UN arms inspectors visit industrial facilities suspected of military activities

*
Suspected site visited by UN chemists, toxicologists and missile experts

*
Baghdad returns more Kuwaiti property, UN reports

Other news

*
UN agency concerned by removal of monitoring equipment at DPRK nuclear site

*
Annan welcomes non-aggression accord between Afghanistan, six neighbours

*
Eight countries in violation of civil rights, protection against torture, UN bodies find

*
Top UN development official welcomes creation of global anti-poverty fund

* * * *
Iraq: inspections

23 December – United Nations arms experts today carried forward with inspections at several sites around Baghdad, including a former factory that used to produce dried baby milk.

Teams from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) went to the Abu Gharib Baby Milk Plant, State Establishment for Daily Products, which is owned by the Ministry of Industry and Minerals. “The site is a previously declared and monitored site [and] has dual-use equipment, such as dryers, filter press and autoclave, which has been tagged and accounted for,” said Hiro Ueki, a spokesman for UNMOVIC and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Baghdad.

An UNMOVIC chemical team, meanwhile, visited the Ibn Al Baytar Research Centre, which is focused on research and production of small quantities of chemicals for pharmaceutical purposes. Another team of missile inspectors returned to the Taji Technical Battalion – a missile storage area – to continue the work that had begun yesterday.

The IAEA team inspected two sites – the Al Razi Company, which has many staff and equipment from the former nuclear weapons programme and is declared to be a site involved in laser development and projects for the military, and the Beytar Factory, a storage site for equipment salvaged from the former nuclear facilities, Mr. Ueki said.

According to the spokesman, since the resumption of weapons inspections in Iraq last month, UN teams have carried out some 150 checks of various facilities, sometimes returning to the same sites because of their size.

Mr. Ueki also noted the rotation in and out of Iraq of several arms experts, leaving the current roster at 102 UNMOVIC inspectors and 6 IAEA inspectors. “The IAEA personnel movement had been planned some time ago and is part of a normal rotation,” Mr. Ueki said, adding that more inspectors are scheduled to arrive in Baghdad on 29 December.

“Even though the number of current IAEA inspectors is small, they have specialized expertise and are now conducting detailed quantitative assessments of Iraqi declarations,” he said, noting that they are studying procurement records, factory inventories, and consumption records in an attempt to verify declarations about critical dual-use materials.

The spokesman pointed out that the IAEA conducts monitoring of air and water in Iraq to sample for radioactive isotopes. “A team left Baghdad yesterday after completing the first water sampling campaign since the resumption of inspections,” he said. “They sampled 27 sites along rivers and lakes, and at the sewage outfalls of industrial facilities. These campaigns are conducted on a regular basis and provide quantitative measurements of man-made activities involving radioactive nuclides.” 

On Sunday, a team of missile experts from UNMOVIC inspected the Baghdad Space Research and Development Centre, a scientific group which does space technology, space optics, atmospheric studies and remote sensing. Another missile team inspected the site of the Taji Technical Battalion, a missile storage area and former Scud dumpsite. 

Chemical experts inspected the Al Nahrawan site, which is part of the Al Basil Company. “This facility consists of several pilot plants involved in the production of some chemicals, mainly on request from other companies,” UN spokesman Hiro Ueki explained. “This site was previously declared to be using dual-use equipment and chemicals.” 

A biological team inspected the Al Kindi Company for the Production of Veterinary Vaccines which is partially owned by the Ministry of Agriculture and partially privately owned. “This was a previously declared and monitored site,” said the spokesman. “It produces a variety of viral and bacterial veterinary vaccines, using basic glassware and techniques.” 

The IAEA inspected three sites: the Mansour State Company, which is an electronics factory, the Farabi Computer Centre, and the Tahrir Institute of Welding Technology.

* * *

Iraq: inspections

21 December – As the United Nations continued its probe of suspected weapons production facilities in Iraq, a team of UN chemists, toxicologists and missile experts on Saturday inspected all areas of the Samoud Scrap Yard site, which reprocesses steel. 

In another action, chemical specialists from the UN Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) inspected two sites: the Research and Analytical Centre for Pesticides and the Al Furat State Establishment for Chemical Industry. “The main objective of this inspection was to update information about the site and verify data provided in the last semi-annual declaration,” UN spokesman Hiro Ueki explained. 

Germ warfare experts from UNMOVIC inspected the Samra Drug Industry – a pharmaceutical company owned by the Ministry of Industries and Minerals. “The site is a large complex with over 50 structures, which produces a wide-range of pharmaceutical products,” Mr. Ueki said. “The UNMOVIC team, which consisted of 23 inspectors, inspected the whole site and confirmed all the tags and inventories and discussed site activities and declarations with the site representatives.” 

One UNMOVIC team of missile inspectors inspected the Al Qa Qaa double base propellant plant as part of the ongoing monitoring of Iraqi missile propellant capability. Over 40 buildings were inspected during the four-hour inspection, the spokesman reported. 

Another UNMOVIC missile team inspected the Al-Fedaa Hydraulic Plant, which is “actively engaged in the manufacture of missile and rocket launchers as well as the refurbishment of tank transporters,” he said. 

Meanwhile, teams from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspected the 14 Ramadan Factory, declared to be a wool and textile facility, the Binwalid Factory, which manufactures metal goods and contains a number of high-quality machine tools. Other teams from the Agency visited the Al Raya State Company, a materials science centre engaged in research on metals, ceramics, and plastics for Iraqi industry, and Al Zahef Al Kabeer, which conducts a number of metal and plastic production jobs.

* * * 

Iraq-Kuwait

23 December – Iraq has handed over to Kuwaiti officials items of Kuwaiti property not related to its national archives, a UN spokesman said today in New York.

The handover took place yesterday in Umm Qasr with the help of the UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM).

Earlier this month, Iraq notified the UN envoy dealing with the return of missing Kuwaiti nationals and property, Yuli Vorontsov, that the Minister of Foreign Affairs would welcome Ambassador Vorontsov’s visit to Baghdad. No date has been set for the trip.

* * * 

DPR of Korea

23 December – The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) today voiced its concern over the decision by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) to remove surveillance equipment and security seals at its Nyongbyong nuclear facility.

Mark Gwozdecky, a spokesman for the Vienna-based Agency, said the DPRK has made it clear “that they want to restart those facilities and they’ve begun the process of removing seals, which were tools that we use to ensure that facilities, canisters are not tampered [with], doors are not opened, without us knowing.”

“Now we don’t have that anymore,” he said.

Over the weekend, the IAEA reported that seals in the 5MW(e) reactor’s spent fuel pond, containing some 8,000 irradiated fuel rods, have been removed, and the functioning of essential surveillance equipment “has been impeded.”

“As the spent fuel contains a significant amount of plutonium, the DPRK’s action is of great non-proliferation concern and represents a further disruption of the IAEA’s ability to apply safeguards in the DPRK,” the Agency’s Director-General, Mohamed ElBaradei, said on Sunday.

“Such containment and surveillance equipment plays an essential role in allowing the IAEA to confirm under the Safeguards Agreement with the DPRK pursuant to the Non Proliferation Treaty that nuclear material in the fuel rods has not been diverted to nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices,” he added.

Over the past few weeks Mr. ElBaradei has been urging the DPRK not to take any unilateral action, allow the implementation of IAEA surveillance and containment measures and agree to an early meeting to discuss how the IAEA can safeguard the facilities that were subject to a freeze under the 1994 US-DPRK Agreed Framework as they become operational.

“It is deplorable that the DPRK has not responded to repeated requests I have made to DPRK for an urgently needed discussion on safeguards issues in the DPRK in order for the DPRK to come into compliance with its NPT Safeguards Agreement,” Mr. ElBaradei said.

* * *

Afghanistan

23 December – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today welcomed the signing in Kabul over the weekend of a non-aggression declaration between Afghanistan and its six neighbours, saying that he hoped the pact would strengthen the peace process in the country and also promote political and economic progress in the entire region.

The Secretary-General called on the signatories of the Declaration on Good Neighbourly Relations – China, Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Afghanistan – “to do their utmost to respect the principles of territorial integrity and non-interference in each other's internal affairs, and to work together to solve the problems of terrorism, political extremism and drug trafficking.”

The Secretary-General also extended his congratulations to President Hamid Karzai and his government, as well as to the people of Afghanistan. “He expresses the hope that the Kabul Declaration will complement the Bonn Agreement to ensure a peaceful and prosperous future for Afghanistan and its neighbours,” said a statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York.

“At the same time, the Secretary-General believes that much progress remains to be achieved in Afghanistan, particularly in improving the security situation, as has been demonstrated by a number of recent incidents throughout the country,” the statement added.

The Declaration, which was signed at a ceremony yesterday in Kabul, reaffirms the countries’ commitment to constructive and supportive bilateral relationships based on the principle of territorial integrity, mutual respect, friendly relations, cooperation and non-interference in each other’s internal affairs.

In statement read out by the top UN envoy in Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, the Secretary-General said that peace in Afghanistan could only be achieved with the help of neighbouring States and the wider international community.

Highlighting that Afghanistan’s neighbours had already done much to help bring back stability to the country, including generous economic assistance and hospitality to Afghan refugees, Mr. Annan said he hoped that the Kabul Declaration would not be seen as an isolated event but a concrete expression of strengthening, and the basis for, a further series of regional agreements and initiatives to promote cooperation in areas of mutual concern and interest.

Afghan President Hamid Karzai stressed in his address the need to strengthen the bonds of brotherhood and friendship and to work for a region free of terror, extremism and backwardness. He said the Declaration would prevent any undesirable or counter-productive actions by accelerating and enhancing the process of good neighbourliness. He also emphasized that Afghanistan would not allow its territory or bilateral relations with any other nations to harm another country and it its expected the same from others.

* * *

Human rights

23 December – Two United Nations human rights bodies have found violations of international treaties dealing with civil and political rights and the prohibition against torture in eight countries.

The Geneva-based Human Rights Committee concluded that in seven of the 14 complaints from individuals, the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights had been violated.

The cases heard by the Committee, which met from 14 October to 1 November, dealt with such claims as a Ukrainian prisoner’s right to have access to his medical records, as well as Australia’s failure to properly attend to a petitioner’s deteriorating mental health.

Meanwhile, the Committee against Torture, which sat from 11 to 22 November, found that Yugoslavia violated the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

That case dealt with the burning and destruction of a Roma settlement in 1995 as a reprisal for the rape of a non-Roma girl allegedly committed by a member of the community. The Committee considered that the State party should compensate the victims of such acts, even though the treaty does not expressly provide for the right to compensation.

* * *

UNDP

23 December – The top United Nations development official has welcomed the General Assembly’s endorsement of a global fund to help in the fight against poverty and to promote social and human development in developing countries.

Mark Malloch Brown, Administrator of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), said the World Solidarity Fund was an “innovative mechanism” that will support national development efforts with the energy of community-based organizations, the commitment of individuals, and the vibrancy of the private sector.

“We certainly hope that the Fund will be well endowed, and look forward, in UNDP, to making full use of this instrument of world solidarity as we move to implement the Millennium Development Goals, especially the overarching goal on halving poverty by 2015,” he added.

The Fund, which was one of the outcomes of the UN World Summit on Sustainable Development in September, is modelled on the National Solidarity Fund that was set up in Tunisia by President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali.

“In a few short years, the Tunisian National Solidarity Fund helped reduce poverty to around four per cent,” Mr. Malloch Brown said. “I am delighted that the United Nations has decided to scale up this innovative mechanism at the world level.”

* *** *
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