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COMMENT: The world cannot afford to discard Kyoto
By Jurgen Tritten
Financial Times; Dec 23, 2003

Man-made climate change is progressing relentlessly. The extreme weather of recent years - droughts, floods and heatwaves - is a clear warning sign. More and more scientists have confirmed that we know enough to act. Average global warming must not exceed 2° Celsius as compared with values in the pre-industrial era. We have no time to lose: the trend of increasing global emissions must be reversed within 10 to 20 years.

This was the challenge facing more than 5,000 participants (among them 95 ministers) from all over the world who attended the conference of the parties to the United Nations framework convention on climate change in Milan this month. They delivered a clear message: attempts to talk the Kyoto protocol to death have failed. An overwhelming majority - 120 countries so far - have ratified the protocol and this number is growing month by month.

Most are not waiting for Russia to ratify the agreement - they are already starting to implement it. Canada and Japan have launched climate protection programmes. With the start of European Union-wide emissions trading on January 1 2005, plant operators will be given binding emissions limits for the first time, as well as flexibility in achieving their goals. Germany has committed to an ambitious 21 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2008-12, compared with 1990. We are only 1.5 percentage points away from this goal.

The success story that is German climate policy proves that the Kyoto protocol is not a straitjacket for economic development. It offers the greatest possible flexibility with the lowest possible costs and provides incentives for innovation and the development of future- oriented technologies. Germany is the world leader in the development of renewable energy. Its Renewable Energy Sources Act (EEG) has triggered an unprecedented boom in the expansion of wind and solar power plants. The installed capacity of both has increased sixfold since 1997. In about 25 years' time, 25 per cent of our electricity demand should be covered by wind power and, in total, our climate protection programme has created about 450,000 jobs in Germany.

Neither Russia nor the US will be able to disregard this opportunity in the long run. Despite the mixed signals coming from Moscow, I am certain Russia will ratify the Kyoto protocol, if only to make the most of the benefits it offers: the possibility of selling excess emission credits in order to finance investment in modernising the energy industry. The realisation is also growing in the US that there is no viable alternative to a system of binding emissions limits. Many US states are already moving down this road and are all far ahead of the Bush administration in the field of climate policy.

The steep rise in emissions in the US demonstrates that an approach based only on voluntary commitments and funding research does not lead to success. The markets need a clear signal that greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced worldwide, as a matter of urgency. This will free resources to apply the best available technology and to develop new technologies.

Technology plays a vital role in practical climate protection. But the search for new technologies must not serve as an excuse for not using technologies that are available now. We do not need further research to know how to build low-energy houses, low-fuel cars and highly efficient power stations. It is the political will to adopt available solutions such as these that is underdeveloped. Of course, technologies of the future must also be promoted. Germany wants to contribute to this sound approach and will host an international conference for renewable energy next June. The goal will be to break new ground for global energy policy, in the interests of combating poverty and promoting worldwide sustainable development and climate protection.

The Kyoto protocol is a first, important step in meeting these challenges but further steps must follow. The German government is willing once again to take on an ambitious climate protection goal: a 40 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020, compared with 1990, if the EU is willing to agree to a target of a 30 per cent reduction and if other industrialised countries are willing to undertake comparable measures. I have every confidence that the US will recognise in future that there is no alternative to multilateral co-operation on climate protection. This was the message of Milan: long live the Kyoto protocol.
The New York Times

Unwrapped Gifts, Ribbons, Mud and Tears
By CHARLIE LeDUFF
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ASO ROBLES, Calif., Dec. 23 — Though the earthquake on Monday was felt from Los Angeles to San Francisco, its destructive epicenter was here in this small central California city where two women died, nearly 50 buildings were damaged, sulfur springs bubbled through the streets and the historic clock tower crumbled to the ground. 

The recovery of property continued today in the historic downtown decorated in ribbon and holiday lights. And as workers searched through the wreckage, the citizens were looking for something good to hold onto after the calamity that struck at the corner of Park and 12th Streets just before Christmas. 

The meaning of it all for residents seemed to vacillate somewhere between appreciating what they still had and what they had lost, and less so on what they would receive on Christmas Day. 

One of the saddest places in town, surely, was up on the hill in the southern part town. Up there is a dream house on a hill, decorated for Christmas, a three car garage and an etched glass door still intact. Landscapers were laying sod and stone in the rain.

A knock on the door was answered by a graying man with a mustache.

"Is this where Marilyn Zafuto lives?" he was asked.

"Yes," he said, and then corrected himself. "Well, it was."

Mrs. Zafuto, 55, was killed by falling debris as she ran from a dress shop onto Park Street. A co-worker, Jennifer Myrick, 19, who was engaged to be married, died beside her. 

At the house on the hill, there were presents wrapped in pretty paper underneath the tree behind the man, some never to be opened by the intended recipient. The man shrugged his shoulders, his eyes welled up with tears and then he turned quietly around and locked the door behind him without identifying himself.

In front of the house, one of the landscapers stood in the steady rain with the handle of the shovel underneath his chin. He said he was related to the Zafutos through a convoluted, small-town web of marriage and business arrangements. "Not much of a Christmas for him is it," he said. "It was a freak." 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger visited the destruction this morning and promised to visit the families of the dead. He signed a proclamation declaring San Luis Obispo County a disaster area and pledged that the state would help the county with all the resources at its disposal. As of this afternoon, there were no official local or statewide estimates of monetary damage, he said.

Mr. Schwarzenegger said he and his wife, Maria Shriver, would pray for those who had died. "We all share the pain for those who lost their lives," he told about 300 people who stood in the rain to hear him speak. He received warm applause.

Paso Robles, with a population of about 25,000, is about halfway between San Francisco and Los Angeles along U.S. 101 and was once a farming and resort town but has fallen on hard times. It has remade itself into a wine country destination, with boutiques and turn-of-the-century charm. Its residents proudly call it a small town, and remind visitors that it won the California Main Street Award just last year. As in other small towns across the United States, people here say neighbors are practically family, even in the good times.

Early this morning, Christy Howland was helped by firefighters to retrieve her Christmas gifts from her crushed Chevrolet.

Nick Sherwin, the man who cared for the clock tower that collapsed onto Park Street and who owned the jewelry store at its base, kept the twisted arms of the clock in his van. He will make it a gift to the building's owner, Mary Mastagni, in hope that it will make her feel better. Mr. Sherwin's wife, Patricia, and his daughter June Ellart, huddled around a cup of coffee underneath the awning of a miniature Christmas house in the town square wondering whether they would be allowed by the authorities to gather up the jewelry. The authorities said no. Inside their shop, the clocks stilled ticked. 

"This isn't any Christmas present," Mrs. Ellart said glumly. Then her mother reminded her of her two children, her husband, her life. Mrs. Ellart perked up and remembered how lucky she was.

"I'm just excited to do flowered footprints on the carpet and go to church and remind my girls about the true meaning of Christmas," she said. "We have that." 

Karen Arrambide, too, almost lost her life. The roof collapsed on her bakery and sandwich shop next to the Sherwins' jewelry store. She was trapped inside underneath heavy beams. "I thought I was going to die," she said, attributing her luck to providence.

What was left of her shop this morning was picked through by the birds. And the citizens of Paso Robles promised to rebuild.

ROE MEDIA UPDATE

	The world cannot afford to discard Kyoto

	By Jurgen Tritten
Financial Times; Dec 23, 2003


Man-made climate change is progressing relentlessly. The extreme weather of recent years - droughts, floods and heatwaves - is a clear warning sign. More and more scientists have confirmed that we know enough to act. Average global warming must not exceed 2° Celsius as compared with values in the pre-industrial era. We have no time to lose: the trend of increasing global emissions must be reversed within 10 to 20 years.

http://search.ft.com/search/article.html?id=031223001066&query=The+world+cannot+afford+to+discard+Kyoto&vsc_appId=totalSearch&state=Form
Libération, 23 décembre: Environnement. La floraison de la tige tous les quarante-huit ans déclenche des catastrophes.
L'Inde craint le coup de bambou
C'est un véritable effort de guerre. Un plan d'action qui mobilise six ministères fédéraux, six gouvernements régionaux, la Commission au Plan et au moins deux centres de recherches publics, le tout réuni en un Comité pour la gestion de la floraison du bambou. Car l'ennemi qui fait si peur à l'Inde ces temps-ci a la forme de la tige verte dont on fait des étagères : le bambou, ou plus précisément sa fleur Melocana baccifera, variété plus connue en Inde sous le nom de bambou muli, que l'on trouve surtout dans les Etats du nord-est du pays. Cette variété, qui recouvre quelque 18 000 des dix millions d'hectares de bambouseraies indiennes, ne fleurit que tous les quarante-huit ans. Mais si elle se fait longtemps attendre, la fleur, quand elle se montre, déclenche systématiquement une série de catastrophes. (………………….) 

Ecosystème. Pour des raisons qui laissent toujours les scientifiques perplexes, certaines variétés de bambous sont réglées comme des horloges suisses. Si bien qu'après des décennies de croissance végétative, des forêts distantes de centaines de kilomètres se mettent subitement à fleurir en même temps. Or, quand ce bambou fleurit, il meurt. Résultat : des milliers d'hectares jonchés de tiges pourrissantes, ce qui perturbe l'écosystème (………..)Pire, les graines qui tombent à terre attirent les rongeurs, lesquels se multiplient à tout-va. Dès les premières pluies, les graines germent et les rats s'attaquent alors aux cultures alentour, provoquant des famines. Selon les archives gouvernementales, lors des deux dernières floraisons du bambou muli (1911-1912 et 1959-1960), entre 10 000 et 15 000 personnes sont, à chaque fois, mortes de faim. En 1978, lors de la floraison d'une autre variété (Bambusa tulda ou bambou pecca), plus de 2,5 millions de rats ont été tués. Les répercussions peuvent aussi être politiques : en 1959, la famine avait provoqué la création d'un mouvement séparatiste dans l'Etat du Mizoram, qui lutta contre la souveraineté indienne pendant près de trente ans...

(………..) New Delhi tient cette fois à prendre les devants par une opération d'abattage et.. le Comité a décidé que le bois serait vendu aux enchères au jour le jour. Il vient aussi de demander au gouvernement fédéral de lever les quotas sur les exportations de cette espèce protégée, pour écouler les stocks. Reste enfin la question écologique : que faire des terrains défrichés ? Prévoyante, la commission spéciale chargée de ce dossier conseille de ne pas replanter du bambou muli, mais des forêts mixtes. Histoire d'anticiper la floraison de 2055.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=167189
___________________________________________________________________________ 

ROWA MEDIA  UPDATE

UAE

Dugong study extended

An agreement to study the status and conservation of dugongs in the UAE waters for a further two years was signed in Abu Dhabi by the Environmental Research and Wildlife Agency, ERWDA, and the Abu Dhabi-based TOTAL Abu Bukhoosh and TOTAL Foundation based in Paris. 

The agreement was signed on Wednesday by Majid Al Mansouri, ERWDA's Secretary General on behalf of ERWDA and Gerard RABIER, General Manager of TOTAL and Philip ROY, TOTAL Chief Representative on behalf of TOTAL.

TOTAL will further fund a new two-year study with ERWDA to quantify and monitor the abundance and distribution of the dugongs and their habitat, to study the biology, life history and population structure of dugongs in the Arabian Gulf region, to implement the Conservation Plan, and to train national biologists on dugong and marine wildlife research.

The dugong, also known as the sea cow, is the only known herbivorous marine mammal and the only remaining species in its family. Dugongs are long lived and slow growing animals with low reproductive rates and relatively long gestation periods. Also these animals are almost totally dependent on seagrass for their food and possibly shelter. Because of their life history and their dependence on a relatively sensitive habitat, dugongs are especially vulnerable to anthropogenic influences. These facts led the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to globally list dugongs as vulnerable to extinction. 

The Arabian Gulf and Red Sea host an estimated population of 5000 dugongs, the largest population outside Australia.

About 40 per cent of the above population occurs in the waters off the UAE making UAE waters particularly significant in terms of global dugong conservation effort. 

For a period of four years, from 1999 to 2002, ERWDA undertook studies on the status and conservation of dugongs in the UAE waters. Within the scope of fostering sustainable development, TOTAL undertook to wholly fund the entire project, officials from the two organisations said at the signing ceremony. 

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2003/december/theuae_december509.xml
 

Oman

The Soil Structure around the Mangroves Trees

As part of the Ministry of Regional Municipality, Environment, and Water Resources concern about planting Mangroves Trees in the Oman’s Coast, Professor Yoshy Kawa from Okoyama University in Japan. He discussed different points related to this subject, part of which is the soil structure around these trees, the quality of water, and the genetic structure of the Mangroves trees.

http://www.alwatan.com/dailyhtml/local.html#10    

Bahrain

Water Resources in Bahrain

A recent study in Bahrain warned that they will suffer from a scarcity in water according to the growth of population.

http://www.middle-east-online.com/environment/?id=19285
Yemen
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T U E S D A Y    H I G H L I G H T S
*
Security Council hails Libya’s cooperation with UN on weapons verification

*
Annan strongly condemns latest incursion into Gaza refugee camp

*
Planned UN meeting on Iraq may be held later than 15 January – spokesman

*
As refugees pour into Chad from Sudan, UN announces plans for safer camps

*
UN calls for more aid to people of northeastern DR of Congo

*
Mozambique: UN human rights expert decries discrimination against AIDS patients

*
UN sets up emergency fund to help Guinea-Bissau maintain key social services

*
Marking 2004 as anti-slavery year, UNESCO urges renewed fight against racism

*
Annan pays tribute to memory of veteran diplomat Oleg Troyanovsky

* * * *

Libya

23 December – Lauding Libya’s renunciation of weapons of mass destruction, Security Council members today encouraged Tripoli to cooperate with the United Nations in verifying that the decision is carried out.

In a statement to reporters, Ambassador Stefan Tafrov of Bulgaria, which holds the Council’s rotating presidency, said its members “warmly welcomed” Libya’s announcement and its pledge to address international concerns regarding proliferation of the world’s most dangerous and deadly arms.

“Council members looked forward to the early implementation of all the commitments made in the announcement, including the subjection to urgent international verification,” he said. Libya was encouraged to cooperate with others, including the UN, to ensure the verified elimination of its weapons of mass destruction.

In a communiqué to the Council made public today at UN Headquarters in New York, Libya vowed to voluntarily abandon all internationally proscribed arms and their delivery systems while fulfilling its disarmament treaty obligations.

Libya said its decision stemmed from the belief that “the arms race is conducive neither to its own security nor to that of the region and runs counter to its strong desire for a world blessed with security and peace” and voiced hope that its actions would serve as a model for others “starting with those in the Middle East.”

Earlier, the Council was briefed on the subject by the ambassadors of the United Kingdom and the United States. Ambassador Tafrov said today that the members “recognized the value of the diplomatic efforts that have led to Libya’s announcement” and “remain committed to contributing to and assisting with these efforts.”

Echoing a view expressed earlier this week by Secretary-General Kofi Annan, the President stressed that all countries must fully implement disarmament treaties and intensify their efforts to stop the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

* * *

Middle East

23 December – United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan today strongly condemned the latest military incursion in the Rafah refugee camp in Gaza, which left at least eight Palestinians, many of them civilians, dead.

“The Secretary-General reiterates that Israel, as the occupying power, must protect the civilian population and desist from using disproportionate force,” a spokesman for Mr. Annan said in a statement, which noted that dozens more, including many children, were wounded and several houses destroyed.

“He strongly urges the Government of Israel to refrain from such violent actions and return to peaceful negotiations with its Palestinian partners according to the Quartet’s Road Map,” the statement added, referring to a peace plan sponsored by the UN, European Union, Russian Federation and the United States that calls for a series of parallel and reciprocal steps leading to two States, Israel and Palestine, living side by side in peace by 2005.

Through his spokesman, the Secretary-General also sent his condolences to the families of the victims.

* * *

Iraq

23 December – A planned meeting between the United Nations and representatives of the Iraqi Governing Council and the United States-led Coalition Provisional Authority could be slightly delayed in order to accommodate the schedule of participants, a UN spokesman said today.

Responding to press questions, Fred Eckhard said the 15 January date mentioned by Secretary-General Kofi Annan at a recent press conference “may not be most convenient for the members of the Governing Council” so other possibilities are being examined.

The Spokesman went on to add that the Secretary-General’s preference would be to hold a trilateral meeting but, if a suitable date cannot be found, sequential meetings could achieve the same results.

* * *

Sudan

23 December – With nearly 100,000 refugees from fighting in western Sudan’s Darfur region pouring into remote areas of Chad this year the United Nations refugee agency today announced plans to move an initial group of 10,000 from the volatile border to a safer site further inland. 

“If ever there were an ‘invisible’ emergency, this is it,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Ron Redmond said of the influx which saw 25,000 new arrivals this month alone.

The refugees, who are scattered along a 600-kilometre stretch of the remote and volatile border between Chad and Sudan, have received little international help. “Many are in poor health,” Mr. Redmond told the press in Geneva, “making it all the more urgent that they be moved further inland.”

Since April, 91,000 people have arrived, most of them living in makeshift camps along the Chad-Sudan frontier, where cross-border incursions are common.

Mr. Redmond said UNHCR was sending an eight-member emergency team to eastern Chad next week to prepare the transfer of thousands of refugees to Farachana, about 55 kilometres from the border. The site will need water wells and a basic road network before it can be ready for an initial group of 10,000 refugees in mid-January.

UNHCR is also looking at other possible sites for relocation. Meanwhile, it has distributed emergency aid to more than 10,000 vulnerable refugees along the border. 

Some estimates place the number of internally displaced Sudanese in the Darfur region at over 600,000. This displacement is only the latest in 20 years of civil conflicts that have uprooted more than 4 million people inside Sudan, and driven another 570,000 into neighbouring countries.

* * *

DRC

23 December – A United Nations humanitarian mission to a strife-torn northeastern region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is calling on aid organizations to help people there whose lives are being held together by a “desperate thread.”

The people of Haut Uele, especially its main town of Isiro, are complaining of continued harassment by the army and police and the levying of unauthorized taxes by the administration, the mission says in a report released today.

The area is governed by the former rebel Rassemblement congolais pour la démocratie-National (RCD-N) which is now part of the national transitional government. According to the report, the locals also say military recruitment continues, especially of children. 

The mission is urging humanitarian agencies to open offices in Isiro, where it says the reduced staff of the World Health Organization (WHO) and the international non-governmental organization MEDAIR feel they are working alone to meet major humanitarian needs.

The residents are suffering from a lack of clean water, the mission says, and the majority of households lack access to a balanced, protein-rich diet.

More than 100,000 workers are unemployed due to a drastic strife-induced decline in the area’s agricultural industry, which used to comprise growing and processing cotton, coffee and palm oil, the report says.

The joint mission, which visited Isiro from 26-28 November, included the UN Deputy Special Representative to the DRC, Lena Sundh, German Ambassador Loretta Loschelder, and representatives from the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

With the advent of the dry season in January, many displaced people will be on the move and are likely to spread meningitis, which experts have confirmed to be spreading in the region, the mission says.

A separate OCHA report raises concern over an estimated 6,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) living in Watsa, northeast of Isiro. Further details are difficult to obtain because no mission has been able to visit the area.

* * *

Mozambique

23 December – A United Nations human rights expert today hailed Mozambique’s efforts to protect the health of its citizens but cautioned that policies must be translated into action in the southern African nation, where 13 per cent of all adults have HIV.

While praising Maputo’s drive to raise living standards, Paul Hunt, the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on the right to health, warned that much remains to be done to protect people against illness as well as the bigotry which can accompany it.

“I was shocked to hear first-hand of the extent of stigma and discrimination against people living with HIV/AIDS in Mozambique – people being rejected by their families and workers being fired from their jobs,” Mr. Hunt, who visited Mozambique last week, said in Geneva today.

While praising the Government for enacting anti-discrimination legislation, he stressed that it must be “vigorously promoted and enforced.”

The Special Rapporteur also highlighted the critical role of medical workers. The Government’s laudable policies, he pointed out, “cannot be delivered without more doctors, nurses, health technicians and managers enjoying better terms and conditions.” He urged that more resources be devoted to addressing the issue.

While in Mozambique, Mr. Hunt held meetings with high-level government officials, donors, representatives of UN agencies and several non-governmental organizations (NGOs). He also met with people living with HIV/AIDS and the National AIDS Council. In addition, he visited hospitals and health centres in Maputo and in rural communities. 

* * *

Guinea-Bissau

23 December – The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) today announced the establishment of an emergency fund to help Guinea-Bissau cover its destabilizing budget gap so that the country’s Transitional Government can resume social services.

The West African nation currently faces a $18.3 million shortfall. Some of the new resources will go to pay health workers and teachers, and to enable public utilities to function.

The Government was virtually bankrupt and public services curtailed when President Kumba Yala was overthrown in September. A transitional charter agreed on by the military, political parties and civil society organizations calls for legislative elections in March and presidential elections within another 12 months. It also spells out arrangements for transitional rule. 

UNDP will administer the fund, which has received $2 million so far from the Netherlands, with Sweden also pledging its support.

UNDP Resident Representative Albéric Kacou said the money would serve as a bridge during the transition. “While the resumption of a full-fledged dialogue on development priorities will have to wait for the return to constitutional order, the fund will provide crucial support in the interim period,” he noted.

* * *

UNESCO

23 December – As the United Nations gears up to mark 2004 as the International Year to Commemorate the Struggle against Slavery and its Abolition, the head of the world body’s cultural agency today called for a universal recommitment to combat all contemporary forms of the scourge.

“Aside from looking at the past, the intention is to sound the alarm about all forms of contemporary racism, discrimination and intolerance, and thus to set the stage for a greater awareness of the need to respect human beings,” the Director-General of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Koïchiro Matsuura said in a message released in Paris.

The UN General Assembly proclaimed 2004 as the celebratory year to mark the bicentenary of the Haitian Revolution, which led to the establishment of the first black republic in the Western hemisphere, and, by extension, to the liberation of the peoples of the Caribbean and Latin America from slavery.

Mr. Matsuura cautioned that the commemoration must foster a more meaningful dialogue among cultures and civilizations. “By retracing the cultural interactions brought about by the slave trade, which transported so many African men and women far from the land of their birth, we can indeed celebrate the extraordinary meeting of cultures born of this enforced dialogue.”

Knowing and recognizing the major imprint of African cultures on the world’s cultures and civilizations will be the second objective of the commemoration, he added.

The UNESCO chief called universal awareness of the tragedy “essential,” and urged that school textbooks throughout the world cover the issue of slavery.

* * *

Troyanovsky

23 December – Secretary-General Kofi Annan today expressed his sadness over the death of the former Ambassador of the Soviet Union to the United Nations, Oleg Alexandrovich Troyanovsky, and hailed his work in diplomacy.

“Mr. Troyanovsky was a brilliant diplomat who represented his country with singular expertise and adroitness at an acutely challenging time in the world and the history of the Organization,” Mr. Annan said through his spokesman.

“He combined a profound understanding of the indispensability of the UN with exceptional charm, humour, eloquence and flair.”

Spokesman Fred Eckhard recalled an incident in 1980 when Maoist demonstrators posing as reporters doused Ambassador Troyanovsky in red paint. “While other diplomats flinched, Troyanovsky looked up calmly and said – without missing a beat – ‘better red than dead,’” Mr. Eckhard said.

The Secretary-General extended his condolences to the family and friends of the veteran Russian diplomat and to the Government of the Russian Federation.

* *** *

_________________________________________________________________________________

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICES OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AND THE SPOKESWOMAN FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT

The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General, and Michele Montas, Spokeswoman for the General Assembly President.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

**SG Statement on Gaza incursions
The following statement is attributable to the Spokesman on the subject of the Middle East:

“The Secretary-General strongly condemns the latest military incursion in the Gaza refugee camp Rafah, in which at least eight Palestinians, many of them civilians, have died.  Dozens more have been wounded, including many children, and several houses destroyed.  He sends his condolences to the families of the victims.

“The Secretary-General reiterates that Israel, as the occupying power, must protect the civilian population and desist from using disproportionate force.  He strongly urges the Government of Israel to refrain from such violent actions and return to peaceful negotiations with its Palestinian partners according to the Quartet’s Road Map.”

**Security Council
There are no meetings or consultations of the Security Council scheduled for today.  As of today, there is also nothing on the Council programme for the rest of the month.

Out as a Security Council document today is a letter from Libya to the Security Council President transmitting a communiqué regarding Libya’s position on treaties and conventions relating to the elimination of all types of weapons of mass destruction.

In recapping yesterday afternoon’s activities, the Security Council voted unanimously to renew the mandate of the UN Disengagement Observer Force in the Golan Heights for a further six months,until the 30th of June next year.

The Council then unanimously adopted a resolution to maintain sanctions on Liberia.

Then the Council adopted a presidential statement on Burundi in which members requested the Secretary-General to undertake the appropriate preparatory work and assessment on how the United Nations might provide the most efficient support for the full implementation of the Arusha peace agreement.

**Sudan
As large numbers of Sudanese refugees continue arriving in eastern Chad, the UN refugee agency plans to move an initial group of 10,000 from the volatile border to a safer site further inland.  This month alone, an estimated 25,000 Sudanese refugees have fled fighting in western Sudan's Darfur region and entered eastern Chad, bringing the total influx since April to 91,000 people.

The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees says some estimates place the number of internally displaced Sudanese in the Darfur region at over 600,000.  This displacement is the latest in 20 years of civil conflicts that have uprooted more than 4 million people inside Sudan, and driven another 570,000 into neighbouring countries.

**DRC Humanitarian Mission
A UN humanitarian mission, which recently visited the region of Haut-Uele in north-eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo found that people’s lives are being held together by only a “desperate thread”. 

According to the mission, the inhabitants of the main town of Isiro lack clean water and proper nutrition, and more than 100,000 people are without work.  In addition, meningitis has been confirmed in the area and is likely to spread with the onset of the dry season.

The mission also says that the town bears the traces of one of the most ferocious rebellions in the DRC’s civil war.  The local population complains of harassment by the army and the police, the levying of irregular taxes, and continued military recruitment, especially of children.  We have more information upstairs.

**International Year on Slavery
2004 has been designated by the General Assembly as “International Year to Commemorate the Struggle against Slavery and its Abolition”.   he Director General of UNESCO, Koїchiro Matsuura, has issued a message to ensure universal awareness of the tragedy of slavery, which he says constitutes one of the darkest chapters in the history of the world.

He urges that this major episode in history, which has left imprints in current geography and economy, be included in school textbooks throughout the world. He also notes that, aside from looking at the past, the intention of the International Year is to sound the alarm about all forms of contemporary racism, discrimination and intolerance.  We have the full message, issued by UNESCO, available upstairs.

**Death of former Soviet Ambassador
Finally, the Secretary-General was saddened to learn of the death of Oleg Alexandrovich Troyanovsky, the veteran Russian diplomat and former Permanent Representative of the USSR to the United Nations.  The Secretary-General sends his condolences to the family and friends of Mr. Troyanovsky, as well as to the Government of the Russian Federation.

He was a brilliant diplomat who represented his country with singular expertise and adroitness at an acutely challenging time in the world and the history of the Organization.  He combined a profound understanding of the indispensability of the United Nations with exceptional charm, humour, eloquence and flair.

I think one episode you might all remember as a perfect demonstration of that flair took place in 1980, when Maoist demonstrators posing as reporters doused him in red paint.  While other diplomats flinched, Troyanovsky looked up calmly and said -- without missing a beat -- “better red than dead”.

A full copy of the statement is available upstairs.

Anything before we go to Michele?

**Questions and Answers
Question:  The German Ambassador yesterday, in his briefing on the work of the Sanctions Committee pursuant to resolution 661, raised a number of questions as to the effectiveness and justification of sanctions in Iraq.  How does the Secretary-General feel about sanctions in general, given that they helped liberate the South Africans but brought misery to the Iraqis?

Spokesman:  I think we can help you look into the past statements issued by the Secretary-General.  He has raised questions about the human cost of sanctions versus their political effectiveness.  I can’t quote anything specific off the top of my head but we can dig out of the file a number of specific things he said on the subject. Colum?

[The Spokesman later said that because sanctions “are too often a blunt instrument”, the Secretary-General believes that sanctions should not be targeted so as not to harm the civilian population.  The Secretary-General is encouraged by progress made in the Security Council’s practice regarding targeting sanctions.]

Question: Are you aware of a protest, I’m not sure if it’s in Geneva, with family members of the People’s Mujahadeen over the Iraqi Governing Council’s decision to expel the group from Iraq?  Have you been following this, and is there any indication that these families will be sent back to Iran, that there will be risks?  What is the position of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) on this issue?

Spokesman:  I don’t have anything on that.  I’ll have to check with UNHCR for you.  Yes, Irwin.

[The Spokesman later told the correspondent that UNHCR and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) discussed the issue and the ICRC advised that it considers these people to be of concern to the ICRC.  UNHCR agreed, and advises that questions be directed to the ICRC.]

Question: Can you give us any update on the Secretary-General’s offer to host a meeting with the Governing Council and the United States Government on a future role for the United Nations in Iraq?

Spokesman: There have been contacts with the Iraqi Governing Council, mainly concerning the date. The date of the fifteenth that the Secretary-General mentioned in his press conference may not be most convenient for the members of the Governing Council.  We’re looking at a few days after that and once it’s firmed up we’ll announce it.  There’s nothing new on the possible participation of the Coalition Provisional Authority.  The Secretary-General hopes that he could meet with them as well, although he’s not insisting that it be a trilateral meeting.  As long as he could speak with both parties, he’ll be happy.   So we have no acceptance yet on the part of the Coalition Provisional Authority.  Irwin?

Question:  Does that mean that the CPA has not been issued an invitation, has been issued and has not responded; or has responded negatively?

Spokesman:  I think, as I’ve already indicated, the Secretary-General had conversations with high-level representatives of the United States Government proposing that the CPA come to the UN to discuss the future UN role in Iraq, and the indications he was given by those officials was, that sounded like a good idea.  There’s nothing beyond that as far as when they might come or who might represent them.

Question: Is there any UN involvement in the talks going on right now between the CPA and the Governing Council over the shape of the transition, or indirect contacts with Ayatollah Sostani?  Are there any new contacts on that front?

Spokesman:  I’m not aware of any direct involvement of the UN in those discussions.  I believe that we are doing our best to follow what’s going on there, through –- as we’ve already said -– indirect contacts.  Colum?

Question:  Some United States officials were saying that they haven’t received a formal invitation to this meeting, and are using that as a reason not to make a decision on this question.  Why has there not been a formal invitation presented to the Governing Council?  Also, when the Secretary-General first raised this he seemed to be indicating that it was all but essential that the three sit together and decide the fate of the UN’s role in Iraq.  It sounds like now that’s not really the plan you are talking about, you are talking about something in which you have separate talks with the Coalition and...

Spokesman:  I think when the Secretary-General spoke to the highest levels of the Bush administration, he anticipated that they would then communicate his proposal to the CPA leadership.  I don’t think he felt the necessity to issue a formal invitation.  As to the format, ideally he would probably like the three to sit down at the same time.  But, if for any reason, with the dates slipping now to accommodate the Governing Council members, if for any reason the CPA can’t be available on that date, he thinks he can also work with two separate meetings to accomplish the same goal.

Question:  There was some talk about switching the [Secretary-General’s] luncheon [with the Security Council] so that it coincided with the meeting.  What role does the Secretary-General see the Security Council playing in this whole process?  Why is it important to have it close to the day, and also, are you still playing around with dates for the luncheon, has that been settled?

Spokesman:  I assume that because the Secretary-General’s original intention was to also have these parties talk to members of the Security Council, that he would be trying to work out with the Council a convenient date for their monthly luncheon in January, when one or both of these other parties would be here in New York.  So I think that is probably an ongoing effort.  What was your second question?

Question:  So there is no date that has been fixed for the luncheon.

Spokesman:  Not yet.  He did ask the President of the Council for January to move it from –- I think it had originally been scheduled for the seventh of January –- to something close to the fifteenth.  But I think he even knew at that time that we have a major AIDS-related event here on the fifteenth and it would probably have to be pushed to the sixteenth, and now the Governing Council has asked us to push it back a few days from there.  So I think we’re still trying to juggle all these things and get a mutually convenient date.

Thank you.  Michele?

Spokeswoman for President of General Assembly
Good afternoon.

The General Assembly is expected to finish its work tonight.  A meeting at 3:00 this afternoon will examine the reports of the Second Committee on Economic issues.  At 6:30, the Plenary will examine the work of the Fifth Committee on financial and budgetary matters.  As you know, we are in a budget year.

Yesterday, the Assembly acted on the recommendations of the Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural).  It adopted 70 resolutions and a number of decisions, of which nearly half addressed human rights questions related to a host of issues ranging from terrorism and country-specific human rights conditions, to the impact of globalization and the rights to food, development and the highest standards of health.

Responding to heightened concerns about terrorism in the wake of the August 19 attack on the United Nations headquarters in Iraq, the Assembly passed resolutions deploring the increasing number of innocent persons killed by terrorist attacks and condemning terrorism as a violation of human rights.

By a vote of 120 in favour to 42 against, with 18 abstentions, the Committee adopted a resolution on human rights and terrorism that condemns the violation of the right to life, liberty and security suffered by victims of indiscriminate acts of violence.  It calls on States to strengthen their legislation to combat terrorism and to take all necessary and effective measures to prevent, combat and eliminate terrorism.

The Assembly also addressed concerns raised by many delegations that human rights were being compromised in the fight against terrorism.  In a vote of 181 in favour, with one abstention (India), the Assembly adopted a resolution on the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism. The resolution reaffirmed that States must ensure that measures taken to combat terrorism are in compliance with their obligations under international law, and in particular under human rights, refugee and humanitarian law.

Emphasizing the increasing challenges posed by HIV/AIDS, the Assembly adopted by a vote of 181 to 1 against (United States), a resolution on access to medication in the context of pandemics.  The resolution calls on States to implement national strategies to realize access for all to prevention-related goods, services and information, as well as access to comprehensive treatment, care and support for all individuals infected and affected by pandemics such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.

The issue of AIDS, not only as a health question but also as a development issue, will be examined this afternoon as the Second Committee will present its draft resolution on the Implementation of the Declaration of Commitment on HIV/ AIDS.

As you know, the issue is of particular importance to the Presidency of the present session of the Assembly.  Early in the session, on 22 September, the General Assembly convened a High-level plenary meeting on HIV/AIDS.  The meeting was to assess the worldwide fight against HIV/AIDS, two years after Member States agreed to a time-bound set of targets to roll back the disease.  One hundred thirty-six speakers, among them nineteen heads of State participated in the one-day high-level plenary.  President Hunte urged interventions going hand in hand with policies that address poverty, socio-economic development, human welfare and social cohesion.

This is all I have for you today.  This is going to be a long day.  Thank you.

Yes?

Questions and Answers
Question:  Are the budget negotiations over now, is there an agreement and is there a copy of the budget upstairs?

Spokeswoman:  There should be, yes.

Question:  Is it out on the racks?

Spokeswoman:  I don’t know whether it is out on the racks, but I know it is finished.  The Fifth Committee finished its work last night.  So I assume it is available now.

Question:  Does Mr. Hunte feel that Israeli isolation in the General Assembly could relent next year?

Spokeswoman:  I cannot answer that question.  There are signs this year that, during the General Assembly’s work, the European Community tried to limit or diminish that isolation that you note.  I don’t know how things will work out next year, but I assume, since next year we will have a pared-down agenda, we will be able to address that issue better.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General:  Thank you very much.

* *** *
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