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UN: Nuclear Waste Being Released on Somalia's Shores After Tsunami 

By  Cathy Majtenyi 
Nairobi
23 February 2005
	

	


A United Nations' report released this week says nuclear and hazardous wastes dumped on Somalia's shores had been scattered by the recent Asian tsunami and are now infecting Somalis in coastal areas.

A spokesman for the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Nick Nuttall, told VOA that for the past 15 years or so, European companies and others have used Somalia as a dumping ground for a wide array of nuclear and hazardous wastes.

"There's uranium radioactive waste, there's leads, there's heavy metals like cadmium and mercury, there's industrial wastes, and there's hospital wastes, chemical wastes, you name it,” he said.  “It's not rocket science to know why they're doing it because of the instability there."

Mr. Nuttall said, on average, it cost European companies $2.50 per ton to dump the wastes on Somalia's beaches rather than $250 a ton to dispose of the wastes in Europe.

He said the Asian tsunami dislodged and smashed open the drums, barrels, and other containers, spreading the contaminants as far away as 10 or more kilometers inland.

Mr. Nuttall said it is impossible to know the exact tonnage or number of containers of wastes on Somalia's shores, but that the problem, in his words, "is very serious."

The results of the contamination on coastal populations, Mr. Nuttall says, have been disastrous.

"These problems range from acute respiratory infections to dry, heavy coughing, mouth bleedings, abdominal hemorrhages, what they described as unusual skin chemical reactions,” he noted.  “So there's a whole variety of ailments that people are reporting from these villages where we had a chance to look. We need to go much further and farther in finding out the real scale of this problem."  

The tsunami's effects on Somalia were detailed in a report the United Nations Environment Program released this week at its governing council meeting in the Kenyan capital Nairobi. 

The report described the effects of the late-December tsunami, which killed up to 300,000 people in 11 countries.  It says the massive waves dislodged hazardous materials in countries throughout the region and recommended that governments preserve natural resources and restrict or ban development in vulnerable areas.

According to the report, hazardous wastes in Somalia have also contaminated some groundwater areas there. 

The dumping of hazardous and nuclear wastes onto Somalia's coastline is a long-running concern. In a media report last year, Somali fisherman said they saw foreign vessels dropping containers onto the beach and pollution into the waters.

Somali officials said the country was vulnerable to illegal dumping, as Africa's longest coastline is not patrolled and the country has no coast guards, or health officials and facilities to test whatever is inside the containers.

Until late last year, Somalia had been without an effective central government since 1991, when then-leader Siad Barre was ousted. The new transitional government is in the process of moving to the capital Mogadishu from its current base in Kenya.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Irish Health

Environment link to disease increase

By Deborah Condon
The worldwide rise in new and previously suppressed infectious diseases is due to environmental changes, scientists with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) have said.
The findings, which appear in the UNEP Global Environment Outlook Yearbook 2004/05, are based on new research by some of the leading experts in the field.
They claim that the loss of forests, the building of roads and dams, the spread of cities, the clearing of natural habitats for agriculture, mining and the pollution of coastal waters, are promoting conditions under which new and old pathogens can thrive.
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They cite the case of the Nipah virus as an example - until recently, this virus was normally found in Asian fruit bats. Its emergence in the late 1990s as an often fatal disease in humans is being linked with a combination of forest fires in Sumatra and the clearance of natural forests in Malaysia for palm plantations.
Bats searching for fruit were forced into closer contact with domestic pigs, giving the virus its chance to spread to humans via people handing the pigs.
According to the UNEP, climate change may aggravate the threat of infectious diseases in three ways:
-By increasing the temperatures under which many diseases and their carriers flourish.
-By altering habitats.
-Climate change may increase the number of environmental refugees who are forced to migrate to other communities or even countries. This in turn will favour the spread of diseases from one location to another, where the population may be more susceptible.
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Climate change may increase the threat of infectious diseases
The UNEP emphasised that this issue is causing increasing concern among scientists and disease specialists. Many leading experts are now convinced that ecological disruption, dramatic environmental change and poor handling of human and animal wastes all play an important role.
Other phenomena also favour the spread of infectious diseases including international travel, technological change and the globalisation of trade in agriculture and other products.
The yearbook also warns that chemicals and antibiotics in farm animal wastes are helping to make disease-causing bacteria more resistant to drugs. This has implications for infections such as hepatitis.
"Meanwhile air pollution from transport and factories is linked with increased incidence of respiratory infections and pollution of coastal waters from raw untreated sewage is a key factor in cholera outbreaks worldwide", the UNEP said.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Mail&Gaurdian online; 23 February 2005

Tsunami stirs up toxic waste on Somalia's shores
Toxic waste has washed up on Somalia's shores almost two months after the devastating tsunami that struck countries bordering the Indian Ocean, according to a study by the United Nations Environment Programme presented on Tuesday in Nairobi.

The waste had been illegally sunk in the ocean years earlier, according to the report, which highlighted the dramatic consequences the tsunami has had on the environment.

The UN study, entitled After the Tsunami -- Rapid Environmental Assessment focused on the long-term effects of the tsunami.

According to the report: "The tsunami has washed up toxic waste on beaches. Many people in Somalia's impacted areas are complaining of unusual health problems including acute respiratory infections, mouth bleeds and skin conditions."

Experts estimate that it costs about $2,50 to sink a tonne of toxic waste off the African Coast compared to $250 that would have to be paid in Europe.

Experts have also recommended not to repeat mistakes made in the past and not to build in vulnerable areas.

Mangroves and coral reefs had to be preserved as they could form flood barriers.

UNEP's Executive Director, Klaus Toepfer said: "Where healthy and relatively intact features like coral reefs, mangroves and coastal vegetation were in place, there is evidence that the damage was reduced. There are innumerable reasons to maintain healthy habitats like coral reefs. They are nurseries for fish and magnets for tourists. Now we have another reason to conserve them." - Sapa-DPA
____________________________________________________________________________________

Kerala News

Natural barriers reduced Tsunami impact: UNEP:

[World News]: London, Feb 23: A report published by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) suggests that the Asian tsunami caused

less devastation in areas where natural barriers such as mangrove swamps and coral reefs were present.

"The report indicates that the environment was a victim of the tsunami but also that it often played its part in reducing the impact. Where healthy and relatively intact features like coral reefs, mangroves and coastal vegetation were in place there is evidence that the damage was reduced," New scientist quoted UNEP's executive director Klaus Toepfer as saying.

"There are innumerable reasons to maintain healthy habitats like coral reefs. They are nurseries for fish and magnets for tourists. Now we have another reason to conserve them," he added.

Fresh water supplies including groundwater, irrigation channels and even wells, were severely contaminated in all seven of the tsunami-hit countries studied by UNEP - Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, the Maldives, the Seychelles, Yemen and Somalia.

The study also found serious damage to forestry, coral reefs, mangroves, agricultural land and the fragile coastal ecosystems. (ANI)
____________________________________________________________________________________

Xinhua

UN report proposes plastic bag ban in Kenya

www.chinaview.cn 2005-02-23 22:53:29

    NAIROBI, Feb. 23 (Xinhuanet) -- Flimsy plastic shopping bags should be banned and a heavy levy slapped on thicker ones to rid Kenya of an increasing environmental and health threat, a UN report released here Wednesday urged.

    At least two million plastic bags are handed out each year to shoppers in Nairobi, capital of the east African nation, the report which was launched at a United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) Governing Council meeting said.

    A ban on plastic bags less than 30 microns thick and a levy on thicker ones are among a raft of proposals aimed at reducing the use of polythene bags and providing funds for alternative, more environmentally-friendly carriers such as cotton bags.

    Cash raised from the levy would also go towards the setting up of re-cycling schemes, said the report funded by the UNEP and the National Environment Management Authority of Kenya.

    Executive Director of UNEP Klaus Toepfer applauded the "thoughtful and comprehensive" study. "Wastes are an increasing problem everywhere, particularly in developing countries. The lessons learnt from countries who use so-called economic instruments is that they can change behavior and generate income for more environmentally-friendly ways of dealing with waste and rubbish," Toepfer said.

    Plastic bags have become a familiar eyesore in both urban and rural areas of Kenya. They block gutters and drains, choke farm animals and marine wildlife and pollute the soil as they gradually break down.

    Wangari Mathaai, the assistant environment minister in Kenya and 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner, has also linked plastic bag litter with malaria. The discarded bags can be filled with rainwater, offering ideal breeding grounds for the malaria-carrying mosquitoes. Enditem

____________________________________________________________________________________

BBC

Kenya urged to ban plastic bags 
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Non bio-degradable plastic is blamed for environmental problems


Kenya has been urged to ban flimsy plastic bags to rid the country of a growing public health hazard. 

A UN-backed study found that two million plastic bags were handed out each year in Nairobi alone - where only a quarter of daily waste is collected. 

Many bags are so thin they last only one shop, and have to be discarded. 

Backing action, Kenya's Nobel laureate Wangari Maathai said drains and sewers were being blocked - creating breeding areas for malaria-carrying mosquitoes. 

Discarded bags also choke farm animals and marine wildlife and pollute the soil, the study into Kenya's solid waste management found. 

The bags can take between 20 and 1,000 years to decompose. 

The report comes as governors of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) hold their 23rd conference in Nairobi. 

Kenya's Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis and the National Environment Management Authority were also involved in the study. 

Tree-planting 

More than 48 million thin plastic bags are produced in Kenya each year, and production is increasing to meet consumer demand, the study found. 

"Flimsy plastic shopping bags should be banned and a hefty levy slapped on thicker ones to rid Kenya of an increasing environmental and health menace," UNEP said. 

Earlier this week, Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki reportedly told UNEP officials that his government would tackle the problem. 
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Professor Maathai sought support for her tree-planting campaign


But Ms Maathai, who serves as Kenya's deputy environment minister, said she would like to see action taken now, the AFP news agency reported. 

"If I had my way, we would have started that immediately," she said. 

Also at the conference, Ms Maathai, who won the Nobel Peace Prize last year, called on developing nations to support the Kyoto Protocol on climate change. 

Ms Maathai, who is credited with planting more than 30 million trees around Africa, has urged other nations to join her tree-planting campaign. 

"What we should do to ensure that the Kyoto Protocol is successful is to plant a lot of trees in order to create carbon sinks," she said. 

___________________________________________________________________________________
UN News Centre
UN environmental agency takes on your neighbourhood plastic bag
	

	


23 February 2005 – The United Nations environmental agency today took on the ubiquitous flimsy plastic shopping bag, launching a children’s book that alerts communities to the menace of discarded plastic and welcoming a Kenyan report that proposes a ban on the flimsiest versions of the bag and slap a hefty levy on thicker ones.

“This is not just a problem for this country. Wastes are an increasing problem everywhere, particularly in developing countries,” UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the agency’s Governing Council in Nairobi, the Kenyan capital, attended by over 100 environment ministers.

According to the report, funded by UNEP and Kenya’s National Environment Management Authority (NEMA), the bags – many so thin they are simply thrown away after one trip from the shops – block gutters and drains, choke farm animals and marine wildlife, pollute the soil as they gradually break down and can fill with rainwater, offering ideal and new breeding grounds for malaria-carrying mosquitoes.

A ban on bags less than 30 microns thick and the levy on thicker ones are among a raft of proposals aimed at reducing the use of polythene bags and providing funds for alternative, more environmentally-friendly carriers such as cotton or sisel bags and for effective recycling schemes. An estimated 4,000 tons of thin plastic bags are produced each month in Kenya.

Operating the plastic bag levy could become a blue-print for similar schemes aimed at the rising tide of other wastes confronting Kenya and countries across Africa and the developing world, UNEP said.

Mr. Toepfer today also launched Theo and the Giant Plastic Ball, the second book in a UNEP series which aims to inspire caring for the Earth through creative literature that sparks the interest and awareness of children, their parents and teachers.

In it a boy called Theo alerts communities to the menace of discarded plastic bags by collecting and rolling them into a giant ball.

____________________________________________________________________________________

ENS
Ministers From 100 Countries Tackle Environmental Threats

NAIROBI, Kenya, February 23, 2005 - Environmental changes are responsible for an upsurge of new and previously suppressed infectious diseases, finds a report presented to some 100 environment ministers gathered in Nairobi for the annual United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Governing Council meeting.

Loss of forests, road and dam building, the spread of cities, the clearing of natural habitats for agriculture, mining and the pollution of coastal waters are promoting conditions under which well known pathogens such as malaria, meningitis, and dengue fever can thrive.

In addition, diseases that have in the past infected animals are now crossing over to humans. For instance, scientists report that the highly pathogenic Nipah virus, which until recently was found only in Asian fruit bats, first moved to swine, and has now spread to humans.

A combination of forest fires in Sumatra and the clearance of natural forests in Malaysia for palm plantations drove hungry fruit bats into closer contact to domestic pigs, giving the virus a chance to spread to humans as people handled the infected swine.

Fire in Sumatra, Indonesia 1997 (Photo courtesy GFMC)

Climate change may aggravate the threats of infectious diseases in three ways, the experts write - by increasing the temperatures under which many diseases and their carriers flourish, by further stressing and altering habitats, and by increasing the number of environmental refugees who are carrying their infections to new locations.

These are among the findings from UNEP in its latest "Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2004/2005."

The "GEO Year Book" also links yellow fever, Kyasanur Forest disease and Ebola with deforestation and its effects.

Land use change, in the form of agriculture, is linked with the rise and spread of diseases like Western and Venezuelan equine encephalitis and typhus.

Tuberculosis, bubonic plague and hantavirus pulmonary syndrome are linked with unplanned urbanization.

Chemicals and antibiotics in farm animal wastes are helping to make disease-causing bacteria more resistant to drugs with implications for infections such as hepatitis and some diarrheal diseases.

Meanwhile, air pollution from transport and factories is linked with increased incidence of respiratory infections. Pollution of coastal waters from raw untreated sewage is a key factor in cholera outbreaks worldwide.

Other issues in the "GEO Year Book" include the impact of climate change on ocean circulation; the changing face of the Earth as seen from space, including the spread of greenhouses in Spain; state of the environment reports from the regions; and a look back at significant environmental developments in 2004.

UNEP also used the occasion of its annual Governing Council to offer a report on the environmental effects of last December's Asian earthquake and tsunami which claimed close to 300,000 lives and left millions homeless across 11 countries around the Indian Ocean.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer and Governing Council President Rachmad Witoelar, who is Insdonesia's environment minister, introduce the tsunami assessment. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

UNEP's "After the Tsunami- Rapid Environmental Assessment" covers Indonesia, the Maldives, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, the Seychelles and Yemen, and includes recommendations and findings on - wastes, water supplies, sanitation and soil fertility, coral reefs, mangroves and wildlife, and beach erosion and coastal vegetation.

The report was coordinated by UNEP's Task Force and prepared in collaboration with UNEP's Regional Offices in Asia Pacific and Africa, other UN bodies, governments and nongovernmental organizations.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s executive director, said, “The report underlines the importance of managing the reconstruction in an environmentally sensitive way. Buildings and other infrastructure need to be built in less vulnerable areas and to standards that will protect them and their inhabitants in the event of future tsunamis. This makes sense not only in respect to tsunamis but also with respect to storms surges, floods, hurricanes and other extreme weather events.”

Vulnerability mapping is urgently needed to pinpoint coastal sites where homes, hotels, factories and other infrastructure should be banned or restricted., the assessment recommends.

The environment was a victim of the tsunami but also played its part in reducing the impact. "Where healthy and relatively intact features like coral reefs, mangroves and coastal vegetation were in place there is evidence that the damage was reduced," said Toepfer. "There are innumerable reasons to maintain healthy habitats like coral reefs. They are nurseries fish and magnets for tourists. Now we have another reason to conserve them."

The Governing Council is placing emphasis on the UN's Millenium Development Goals during this week's meeting. In September, nations will gather in New York for a meeting of the UN General Assembly to evaluate progress towards achieving the eight Millennium Development Goals. http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/

Masoumeh Ebtekar, vice-president of Iran and head of the Department of Environment, told fellow environment ministers that women in decisionmaking roles are needed both at high and grassroots levels, and women are crucial in the mainstreaming of environmental issues in rural areas. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

By the year 2015, all 191 United Nations members have agreed to meet the goals to reduce hunger and thirst, improve childrens' health and eduction, promote gender equality, improve maternal health, combat AIDS, malaria and other diseases, reverse the loss of environmental resources, and develop global economic opportunities.

A task force appointed by Secretary General Kofi Annan has concluded that the environment is the cornerstone upon which the Millennium Development Goals are likely to stand or fall.

As talks progress at the Governing Council meeting in Nairobi, delegates are showing support for controlling emissions of toxic mercury with a legally binding instrument.

John Buccini of UNEP presented information on chemicals management to the meeting and outlined the chemicals-related draft decisions prepared for consideration of the delegates.

A contact group chaired by Viveka Bohn of Sweden (left), began discussions on the omnibus decision on chemicals management. Delegates agreed to focus on mercury. (Photo courtesy Earth Negotiations Bulletin)

Buccini said a single decision on chemicals management, instead of various decisions on different items, is being considered. On mercury, he said the current proposed decision reflects alternative paths to move forward, and he predicted substantial discussions on this item in the chemicals contact group.

At its 2002 meeting the UNEP Governing Council adopted a Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management. The strategic approach is to promote the incorporation of chemical safety issues into the development agenda. The initiative was endorsed by the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in September 2002.

The 2003 UNEP Governing Council decided to hold an international chemicals conference around the end of 2005, and two preparatory meetings to set up that conference were held last year.

Meanwhile, a proposal to ban thin plastic shopping bags in Kenya and slap a hefty price on thicker ones was floated in a report released today at the Governing Council.

Cash raised from the levy would go towards the setting up efficient recycling systems, says the report funded by UNEP and the National Environment Management Authority of Kenya.

At least two million plastic bags are now being handed out each year to people shopping at supermarkets and kiosks in Nairobi alone, the study by experts at the Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis says.

The bags, many of which are so thin they are simply thrown away after one trip from the shops, have become a familiar eyesore in both urban and countryside areas. They block gutters and drains, choke farm animals and marine wildlife and pollute the soil as they gradually break down.

Wangari Mathaai, the assistant environment minister in Kenya and 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner, has linked plastic bag litter with malaria. The bags, when discarded, can fill with rainwater offering ideal and new breeding grounds for the malaria-carrying mosquitoes.

A ban on bags less than 30 microns thick and the levy on thicker ones are among a raft of proposals aimed at reducing the use of polythene bags and

Operating the plastic bag levy could become a blueprint for similar schemes aimed at stemming the rising tide of other wastes confronting Kenya and countries across Africa and the developing world.

The "Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2004/2005" can be found at http://www.unep.org/gc/gc23/other_publications.asp.

The UNEP Governing Council website can be found at: www.unep.org/gc/gc23/

 Quote of Note

"Basically, every human individual carries responsibility for the benefit or welfare of humanity and for the planet itself, because this planet is our only home. We have no alternative refuge. Therefore, everyone has the responsibility to care not only for our fellow human beings but also for insects, plants, animals and this very planet."

-- His Holiness Tenzin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama.

Copyright Environment News Service (ENS) 2005. All Rights Reserved.
____________________________________________________________________________________

All Africa

Plastic Bag Ban in Kenya Proposed as Part of New Waste Strategy

Flimsy plastic shopping bags should be banned and a hefty levy slapped on thicker ones to rid Kenya of an increasing environmental and health menace, a report released today urges.

At least two million plastic bags are now being handed out each year to people shopping at supermarkets and kiosks in Nairobi alone, the study by experts at the Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA) says.

For a KENYA excerpt from the Africa 2005 guidebook, click here.

(Adobe Acrobat).

To buy the book, click here.

The bags, many of which are so thin they are simply thrown away after one trip from the shops, have become a familiar eyesore in both urban and countryside areas.

Plastic bags also block gutters and drains, choke farm animals and marine wildlife and pollute the soil as they gradually break down.

Wangari Mathaai, the assistant environment minister in Kenya and 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner, has also linked plastic bag litter with malaria.

The bags, when discarded, can fill with rainwater offering ideal and new breeding grounds for the malaria-carrying mosquitoes.

A ban on bags less than 30 microns thick and the levy on thicker ones are among a raft of proposals aimed at reducing the use of polythene bags and providing funds for alternative, more environmentally-friendly, carriers such as cotton or sisel bags.

Cash raised from the levy would also go towards the setting up of efficient and effective re-cycling schemes, says the report funded by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) of Kenya.

Operating the plastic bag levy could become a blue-print for similar schemes aimed at the rising tide of other wastes confronting Kenya and countries across Africa and the developing world.

The proposal is contained in a report, Selection, Design and Implementation of Economic Instruments in the Kenyan Solid Waste Management Sector, authored by KIPPRA’s Moses Ikiara and Clive Mutunga.

The report’s findings, launched at a meeting of UNEP’s Governing Council where over 100 environment ministers have gathered, are based on the outcome of several meetings between UNEP, NEMA, manufacturers, suppliers, supermarkets and other interested groups held in Kenya and abroad.

The conclusions and recommendations are also based on lessons learnt from waste management schemes introduced elsewhere including Australia, Denmark, Ireland, Italy, Rwanda, South Africa and several countries in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Klaus Toepfer, UNEP’s Executive Director, said: “ I applaud this thoughtful and comprehensive study on the problems and possible solutions to Kenya and particularly Nairobi’s waste problems. This is not just a problem for this country. Wastes are an increasing problem everywhere, particularly in developing countries. The lessons learnt from those countries who use so called economic instruments is that they can change behaviour and generate income for more environmentally-friendly ways of dealing with waste and rubbish.

“What works in one nation, may not work elsewhere. But there are some solid proposals on how Kenya can use and adapt lessons from abroad to make a real difference to the health and appearance of this city in the sun. I understand there is also real political will to take this forward. With the enactment of the Environmental Management and Coordination Act in 1999 and the setting up of NEMA, there are also the institutional structures in place to deliver it. Plastic bags can be the start, the test bed, to what I hope will be wide ranging and creative action cut pollution and stimulate new, modern, businesses and jobs here,” he added.

Mr Toepfer also launched today a UNEP children’s book entitled Theo and the Giant Plastic Ball written by Carole Douglis and illustrated by Adrienne Kennaway.

It is the second book in a series under the UNEP Tunza Environmental Series which aims to inspire caring for the Earth through creative literature that sparks the interest and awareness of children, their parents and teachers.

The story, in which a boy called Theo, alerts communities to the menace of discarded plastic bags by collecting and rolling them into a giant ball, is aimed at educating children in a lively and engaging away about how they can take action for a cleaner, healthier world.

The book is in line with the recommendations by KIPPRA which, as part of the Kenyan strategy on waste and plastics call for public awareness campaigns.

Nairobi’s Rising Waste Mountain

“Like many developing country cities, Nairobi’s solid waste sector…..is largely characterized by low coverage of solid waste management services, pollution from uncontrolled dumping of waste, inefficient public services, chaotic or unregulated private sector participation, and lack of key solid waste management infrastructure,” says the report.

Only about 25 per cent of the 1,500 tonnes of solid waste generated daily in this city of three million are currently collected.

While the Nairobi City Council and private refuse companies are collecting around three quarters of the waste from high-income homes, formal collection services for waste produced in slums and unplanned settlements are virtually non-existent.

Up to 60 per cent of Nairobi’s residents live in these low-income areas.

The report also points that there is widespread indiscriminate dumping in illegal sites, that the only official rubbish tip at Dandora is full and that the city council has no waste transfer facilities.

Plastic Bags in Kenya

An estimated 4,000 tonnes of the thin plastic bags, known in the report as “flexibles”, are produced each month in Kenya mainly for shopping purposes but also for products like bread. About half of them are less than 15 microns thick and some are as little as seven microns thick.

The industry is growing at between eight and ten per cent a year supplying both the local market and nearby countries in particular Uganda.

“With the exception of some paper bags, there are hardly any alternatives to plastic shopping bags. Shopping bags made from natural products are available in the market but are hardly used because of the easy and free availability of plastic shopping bags in market outlets and the low price which they are sold in outdoor markets,” says the report.

Lessons from Abroad

In 2002, Ireland imposed a 15-euro cent levy or surcharge on plastic bags provided by stores and shops. It is estimated that this has reduced the use of plastic bags by 90 per cent.

The revenue raised goes to an Environmental Fund which plans to spend 35 million euros on recycling centres. The introduction of the so called PlasTax scheme has been backed up by public awareness campaigns.

In Australia, the retailer IKEA put a 10 cent charge on its plastic bags while also providing a re-usable alternative. It reports a 97 per cent drop in the use of plastic bags.

Rwanda has banned plastics less than 100 microns thick and backed this up with public awareness campaigns. The black plastic bag has disappeared from Kigali.

In 2003 South Africa banned plastic bags thinner than 30 microns and introduced a plastics levy some of which goes to a plastic bag recycling company.

It has witnessed a decrease in bag litter, a reduction in the manufacture of plastic bags with some layoffs and a growth in alternatives such as canvass bags.

A Plastic Bag Strategy for Kenya

A seven point plan for tackling plastic bags in Kenya is proposed. It includes:

• A ban on the 30 micron or less bags;

• Consumer and anti-littering campaigns;

• A plastic bag levy collected from suppliers with the costs passed on to the consumer;

• The levy would be partially targeted to support the development of environmentally-friendly bags such as cotton ones which would have the double benefit of helping Kenya’s cotton agriculture and industry;

• Support for a proper plastic bags recycling scheme.

The report proposes a new body known as the Plastics Levy Management Committee, set up and chaired by NEMA to manage and implement the new measures.

The committee should have a wide membership including government ministries, the Kenyan Association of Manufacturers, the city council, textiles groups, the Kenya Cotton Ginners Association and We Can Do It which is an umbrella of residents associations.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Daily News

Tsunami-hit nations must heed environment in reconstructing: UNEP
Countries hit by last year's devastating tsumani should erect natural buffer zones along their coasts and rebuild in less exposed areas to protect against future calamities, a UN report said Tuesday. 

The report noted that Sri Lanka, one of the hardest-hit countries, had already decided to establish a no-build zone up to 200 metres from the average high tide line. 

The planting of trees, primarily mangroves, around denuded shorelines would lessen the impact of disasters like the December 26 tsunami which killed nearly 290,000 people around the Indian Ocean, according to the report. 

"Priority should be given to near-shore forest development as trees will help absorb the energy of future tsunamis, prevent coastal erosion due to rising sea levels and meet national objectives for reforestration and job creation," it said. 

The report, entitled After The Tsunami - Rapid Environmental Assessment, was released in Nairobi at the annual meeting of UN Environment Program (UNEP) governors. 

UNEP estimates that reconstruction and rehabilitation costs could top US $ 10 billion dollars and take as long as a decade to implement. 

As countries proceed, they must heed the long-term environmental lessons of the tsunami, particularly the consequences of ripping out mangrove swamps and the destruction of coral reefs that protect coastlines, it said. 

In rebuilding destroyed housing and infrastructure, UNEP lamented a lack of best practice guidelines for construction to minimise damage from giant waves and said that such blueprints should be urgently drawn up. 

In the meantime, however, it suggested that countries enact strict building codes in coastal areas to keep construction away from sites known to be prone to high waves and flooding. 

"Buildings and other infrastructure need to be built in less vulnerable areas and to standards that will protect them and their inhabitants in the event of future tsunamis," UNEP chief Klaus Toepfer said. 

"This makes sense not only in respect to tsunamis but also with respect to storms surges, floods, hurricanes and other extreme weather events," he said. 

The report also suggests that the tourism industry, a vital source of revenue for many of the tsunami-affected countries' economies, should take the lead in locating hotels and resorts in less exposed areas. 

In addition to the immediate damage to lives and property caused by the tsunami, the report said the disaster had been compounded by the amount of debris and toxic substances it spread into marine eco-systems. 

"There is an ongoing potential danger to those involved in disposing or recycling such material," it said. "Rapid clean up may have resulted to inappropriate disposal methods." 

In Indonesia's worst-hit province of Banda Aceh alone, between seven and 10 million cubic metres of waste were generated by the tsunami. In the low-lying Maldives islands, dislodged asbestos and leaking fuel have mixed with human and animal waste to form a potentially lethal mix, the report said. – AFP
_____________________________________________________________________________

E.A. Standard

UN warns of nuclear wastes in Somalia waters

By Waweru Mugo

Somali woman erect a shelter after they were forced to an internally displaced people’s camp in Barrdo in north east Somalia due to the severe effects of the tsunami.

The environmental impact of the deadly Asian Tsunami was laid bare yesterday as it emerged that it stirred up nuclear and hazardous waste deposits dumped in the Somalia coastline.

Fears were also expressed that the situation in the war-torn Somalia poses "a very serious environmental hazard" to the east African countries following possible contamination of the environment by radioactive waste.

There are worries too that the tsunami may have impacted negatively on the mangroves and coastal vegetation, coral reefs, surface and ground water, soils, marine and coastal environment.

In a new assessment report released yesterday, the United Nations revealed that contamination from these waste deposits has caused serious health and environmental problems to fishing communities in Somalia’s affected areas.

"Many people in Somalia’s impacted areas are complaining of unusual health problems including acute respiratory infections, mouth bleeds and skin conditions," the report released at the Unep’s 23rd Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum where some 100 environment ministers have gathered for their annual talks says.

Tsunami winds blowing inland villages has also caused other health problems like dry heavy coughing, abdominal haemorrhages, unusual skin chemical reactions, and sudden death after inhaling toxic materials, Unep added.

The report "After the Tsunami- Rapid Environment Assessment" said nuclear and hazardous waste had for long been dumped in beaches around North Hobyo (South Mudug) and Warsheik, south of Benadir igniting catastrophic environmental concerns following the Tsunami wave.’’

The report released by the Unep executive director Klaus Toepfer blamed the huge human environmental impacts to Somalia to the lack of proper central government and associated civil war.

From the early 1980s and continuing into the civil war, the hazardous waste dumped along Somalia’s coast comprised uranium radioactive waste, lead, cadmium, mercury, industrial, hospital, chemical, leather treatment and other toxic wastes, hesaid.

The report noted, "Somalia’s coastline has been used as a dumping ground for other countries’ nuclear and hazardous wastes for many years as a result of the long civil war and the consequent inability of the authorities to police shipments or handle the wastes."

It warns that while natural disasters are short-term catastrophes, the contamination of the environment by radioactive waste "can cause serious long-term effects on human health as well as severe impacts on groundwater, soil, agriculture and fisheries for many years".

"Therefore, the current situation along the Somali coastline poses a very serious environmental hazard,

not only in Somalia but also in the eastern Africa sub-region," the 140-page report further warns.

Unlike in the other six affected countries featured- Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Seychelles and Yemen, in Somalia, the report is based on desk study only, as security restrictions did not allow an assessment mission to be fielded by Unep.

Approximately 650 km of the Somali coastline was impacted by the tsunami, primarily in the stretch between Hafun (Bari region) and Garacad (Mudug region), with varying degrees of devastation.

Some 300 people died from the tsunami effects while shelters, houses and water sources as well as fishing gear were extensively destroyed in the country.

The livelihoods of 18,000 households were devastated, and all the people now need urgent humanitarian assistance.
____________________________________________________________________________

Canberra Times (Australia)
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HEADLINE: Nations face toxic legacy of tsunami

BYLINE: Rosslyn Bee

BODY:
and Science Reporter

Massive amounts of debris, including toxic and hazardous wastes, are creating serious health and environmental problems in countries affected by the Indian Ocean tsunami, a United Nations Environmental Program report says. It describes the scale of environmental damage to Indonesia's coastal ecosystems as "almost impossible to convey". The devastation includes the loss of 600ha of sea grass beds, 97,000ha of coral reefs and almost 50,000ha of coastal forests. The volume of waste, mostly building rubble, swamping the coastal city of Banda Aceh alone, is estimated at between seven and 10million cubic metres. "The most serious threat to [Indonesia's] coastal environment from the tsunami currently stems from the massive amounts of natural and man-made materials that were dragged into the ocean by the receding waters," the UNEP report says. "This waste ranges from vehicles and fuel tankers to silt and debris, including whole trees. In the case of Calang and Teunom on the west coast of Sumatra, almost all above-ground infrastructure was sucked into the ocean." The tsunami, triggered by a massive earthquake in the Indian Ocean, killed about 300,000 people in 11 countries, mostly in Asia but reaching the coast of East Africa. The UNEP report says that in some countries the need for rapid clean-up operations has involved inappropriate disposal methods, including open-air burning and dumping of toxic materials. In the Maldives, more than 100million square metres of beach was eroded, with waste such as asbestos roofing, fuel drums, building rubble, sewage and animal carcasses contaminating groundwater and marine ecosystems. The report says the amount of rubble in Sri Lanka from destroyed buildings is enormous, with the disposal of an estimated 500,000 tonnes of debris proving to be a huge issue because of the cost. Emergency efforts had resulted in the haphazard disposal of rubble in open fields and drainage ditches. Winds and waves from the tsunami also stirred up illegal hazardous waste dumps along beaches in Somalia, with many people in nearby villages suffering mouth and stomach bleeding, respiratory problems and sudden death after inhaling fumes from toxic materials. The report details contamination of wells, groundwater and rural water systems by seawater and sewage, and raises concerns that soil fertility will be affected as a result of saltwater contamination. There are also fears that tens of thousands of fishing nets swept out to sea from Thailand, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Yemen will become drifting "ghost nets", entangling and drowning marine life. The report lists restoring groundwater supplies, safe waste disposal and restoring the livelihood of farmers and fishing villages as urgent priorities. It recommends "no build" or restricted building zones in coastal areas and suggests the tourism industry take a lead in locating hotels in less wave and flood prone areas. Other recommendations include the establishment of a network of safe haven towers, stocked with emergency food and water supplies, where people could seek shelter.
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Africa News

HEADLINE: Environment;UN Environmental Agency Takes On Your Neighbourhood Plastic Bag

BYLINE: UN News Service

BODY:
The United Nations environmental agency today took on the ubiquitous flimsy plastic shopping bag, launching a children's book that alerts communities to the menace of discarded plastic and welcoming a Kenyan report that would ban the flimsier bag and slap a hefty levy on thicker ones.

"This is not just a problem for this country. Wastes are an increasing problem everywhere, particularly in developing countries," UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the agency's Governing Council in Nairobi, the Kenyan capital, attended by over 100 environment ministers. 

According to the report, funded by UNEP and Kenya's National Environment Management Authority (NEMA), the bags - many so thin they are simply thrown away after one trip from the shops - block gutters and drains, choke farm animals and marine wildlife, pollute the soil as they gradually break down and can fill with rainwater offering ideal and new breeding grounds for malaria-carrying mosquitoes.

A ban on bags less than 30 microns thick and the levy on thicker ones are among a raft of proposals aimed at reducing the use of polythene bags and providing funds for alternative, more environmentally-friendly carriers such as cotton or sisel bags and for effective recycling schemes. An estimated 4,000 tons of thin plastic bags are produced each month in Kenya.

Operating the plastic bag levy could become a blue-print for similar schemes aimed at the rising tide of other wastes confronting Kenya and countries across Africa and the developing world, UNEP said.

Mr. Toepfer today also launched Theo and the Giant Plastic Ball, the second book in a UNEP series which aims to inspire caring for the Earth through creative literature that sparks the interest and awareness of children, their parents and teachers.

In it a boy called Theo alerts communities to the menace of discarded plastic bags by collecting and rolling them into a giant ball.
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Planet Save Network

Coastlines already damaged by pollution suffered more from southeast Asian tsunami than those with healthy coral reefs, says U.N. official
 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) _ Coastlines already damaged by pollution and man's poor land management suffered more from the southeast Asian tsunami than those with healthy coral reefs and other natural protection, the U.N. environment chief said Monday.
This is one of the conclusions of a United Nations interim report on the environmental impact of the tsunami that is estimated to have killed at least 170,000 people in 11 countries in Asia and Africa, U.N. environment agency Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told world environment ministers.

The report will be made public Tuesday during the weeklong meeting of the U.N. Environment Program's top decision-making body, UNEP spokesman Nick Nuttall said.

``Those coastlines with intact coral reefs, mangroves, vegetated dunes and robust coastal forests came off better than those degraded by pollution and insensitive land use,'' Toepfer said.

``So the environment is not a luxury ... It is an economically important insurance policy whose wisdom we ignore at our peril,'' he said.

``Coral reefs and mangroves are absolutely vital in safeguarding people living in those areas,'' Marion Cheatle, UNEP's senior environmental affairs officer, told journalists during the launch of a U.N. report reviewing the major environmental issues of 2004.

The report, ``Geo Year Book 2004/5,'' quotes a preliminary report by an Indian institute that showed mangrove forests in Pitchavaran and Muthupet regions of south India acted like shields and bore the brunt of the tsunami.

Tens of thousands of people are still missing, presumed dead from the December tsunami that the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization estimates cost the fishing industries of the seven countries hit hardest by the catastrophe US$520 million (euro398.3 million).

On Thursday, the Rome-based U.N. food agency said 111,073 fishing vessels were destroyed or damaged; 36,235 engines were lost or damaged beyond repair; and 1.7 million units of fishing gear _ such as nets, tackle, and similar equipment _ were destroyed. The seven countries studied are India, Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Somalia, Sri Lanka and Thailand.

Toepfer also said that for UNEP to be more effective he is immediately going to invest 30 percent of the agency's reserve funds in UNEP'S regional offices so that they may deal better with issues that are relevant to the countries they cover.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Prensa Latina

Experts recommend Plastic Bags Out

United Nations, Feb 23 (Prensa Latina) Those useful and popular plastic bags you get when shopping were harshly criticized by experts attending a forum of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in Nairobi, Kenya.

According to reports released here, experts consider the widely used item of which two trillion circulate per year, increases the threat for the environment and human health.

They sustain those containers, discarded everywhere, in cities as in rural areas, are capable of blocking drains, strangle animals, sea fauna and contaminate soils until they gradually make them useless.

The vice minister of this sphere and Nobel prize winner 2004, Wangari Mathaai, asserts discarded plastic bags provide a potential focus for malaria-transmitting mosquitoes.

Among the measures adopted by authorities is the ban on the so-called flexible cover, less than 30 thousandths of a milimeter thick, of which Kenya produces four thousand tons per year and supplies Uganda.

According to executive director of UNEP, Klaus Topfer, the threats posed by something apparently so harmless, will have to be considered by environmental policies.

About 100 heads of environmental institutions all over the world participate in the Government council of this specialized UN agency scheduled to close Friday in Nairobi.
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Tribune de Genève

Awash in plastic, Kenya urged to ban flimsy shopping bags

NAIROBI, Feb 23 (AFP) 
Kenya is being swamped with a flood of discarded plastic shopping bags that pose a growing public health risk and should take steps to ban the popular low-cost conveniences, a UN agency and the country's Nobel peace laureate said Wednesday. 

"Flimsy plastic shopping bags should be banned and a hefty levy slapped on thicker ones to rid Kenya of an increasing environmental and health menace," the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) said.
The call came in a study of Kenya's solid waste management presented to UNEP governors who are currently meeting at the agency's headquarters here and was backed by Wangari Maathai, last year's Nobel Peace Prize.
Discarded plastic bags "provide several million habitats for mosquitoes to breed that increase the risk of malaria," she said, noting that the disease was a leading cause of infant mortality in Kenya and throughout Africa.
Maathai, who serves as Kenya's deputy environment minister, pledged to push the Kenyan government to adopt measures to reduce the use of plastic bags.
Earlier this week, Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki told UNEP officials that his government would address the problem posed by the bags but Maathai said she wanted action now.
"If I had my way, we would have started that immediately" she told reporters.
In addition to exacerbating the mosquito problem, plastic bags block gutters and drains, choke farm animals and marine wildlife, pollute the soil, can ruin Kenya's dramatic natural vistas and can take 20 to 1,000 years to decompose.
In Europe, Ireland introduced a similar bid to cut down the use of plastic bags in March 2002, then dubbed a "plastax". By August that year, shoppers had already cut the use of plastic bags by 90 percent, the environment ministry announced.
The government announced that the funds raised from a tax on plastic bags would be used for an office for environment enforcement, implementing a national waste prevention programme and the disposal of fridges and freezers.
Rwanda and South Africa are moving towards a similar policy, according to UNEP officials.
The state-run Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA) and National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA) said at least two million plastic bags a year were being distributed to shoppers in Nairobi alone, many of which were not disposed of properly.
More than 48 million thin plastic bags are produced in Kenya per year and production is expanding at a rate of 10 percent per year to feed massive consumer demand at home and in neighboring countries, the study said.
___________________________________________________________________________________

New Kerala News

Climate change increases diseases: report:

[Health India]: New Delhi, Feb 23 : Loss of forests and rapidly growing cities are causing the spread of new and previously suppressed infectious diseases, says a new UN Environment Programme (UNEP) report.

Climate changes can cause havoc to people's lives in more ways than imagined - causing frequent bouts of illnesses among children and raising the incidence of "climate-sensitive" malaria and dengue.

The UNEP's Global Environment Outlook Year Book 2004-05 released Wednesday blames deforestation for diseases like yellow fever and ebola, unplanned urbanisation for tuberculosis, bubonic plague and pulmonary syndromes, and clearing of natural habitats for increasing incidences of infectious diseases.

"Climate change may aggravate the threats of infectious diseases in three ways - by increasing the temperatures under which diseases and their carriers flourish, altering habitats and causing migrations," UNEP said.

According to the report, the increase in snails carrying the bilharzia parasite - which causes chronic ill-health in the liver and spleen -- was mainly due to water flow changes and changes in water chemistry due to the Aswan dam in Egypt and other irrigation schemes on the Senegal river.

Prolonged drought in the regions bordering the Sahara spreads meningitis across vast stretches in Africa, while a rise in environmental refugees who migrate to other countries aid the spread of diseases from one location to another.

"Increasing rubbish and solid wastes in developing countries are aggravating the problem," the report stated, linking the emergence of old and new diseases with environmental change.

While malaria, Japanese encephalitis and dengue are transmitted by mosquitoes that thrive in stagnant water, unplanned urbanization causes tuberculosis, bubonic plague and pulmonary syndrome caused by hantavirus.

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) adopted by the UN in 2000 aims to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.

"If environmental degradation is not checked then, it is clear that this will be harder to achieve," said UNEP executive director Klaus Toepfer.

"There are implications for other goals from poverty eradication to universal primary education for all.

"People who are sick are less able to work. Children who are ill find it harder to attend and concentrate at school," he said.
_____________________________________________________________________________

News Scotsman

Heart Op in U.S. for Afghan Child 

"PA" 

An Afghan infant with a serious heart defect on has started an improbable journey to the United States for surgery that could save his life.

The US military is flying 14-month-old Qudratullah along with his impoverished father and a translator to Indianapolis for treatment unavailable in Afghanistan.

Medics from the Indiana National Guard discovered the boy in September in a camp for returning refugees in the Afghan capital, Kabul, and diagnosed him with a congenital heart condition called tetralogy of fallot, or TOF.

MONK GLUES EYES SHUT

Doctors in Thailand have partially restored the sight of an 81-year-old Buddhist monk who accidentally glued his eyes shut when he mistook a tube of superglue for eye drops.

The doctors at Angthong Hospital, 60 miles north of Bangkok, used a chemical solvent, acetone, to dissolve the glue in the monk’s right eye.

The monk, Phra Khru Prapatworakhun, who is the abbot of a temple in Angthong, was to have his left eye operated on tomorrow.

CEASEFIRE COMES TO END

A temporary ceasefire called by Chechen rebel leader Aslan Maskhadov expired today, the 61st anniversary of the Stalin-era deportation of Chechens to the barren steppes of then-Soviet Central Asia.

A rebel envoy, Akhmed Zakayev, said that the cease-fire had held and that it had disproved Russian accusations that he does not control the militants.

“I think it’s evident that today Maskhadov can control the situation in the republic and can control peace,” Zakayev said in London, where he is living in exile. “Despite all the provocations on the part of puppet structures and occupational structures, we managed to demonstrate that the (rebel) supreme commander’s orders are executed.”

BARTENDER SUES OVER WEIGHT RULES

An would-be barman has filed a lawsuit in Atlantic City, New Jersey, to stop a casino from enforcing new rules that ban costumed beverage servers from putting on too much weight.

James McNally’s action contends the policy is discriminatory. McNally, 34, currently works in police administration. His lawyers said he had standing in the case as a potential employee covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

The weight policy, which the Borgata hotel and casino said applies to about 160 female cocktail servers and 50 male costumed beverage servers, gives the company the power to suspend or fire anyone in those jobs who gains more than 7% of their weight.

LOS ANGELES ACCUSED OF WRONGFUL KILLING

The family of a 13-year-old boy who was fatally shot by police chasing a stolen car is suing Los Angeles claiming wrongful death and civil rights violations.

The shooting of Devin Brown was “one of the worst cases of a police homicide that we have ever seen,” lawyer Brian Dunn said.

The claim contends the city is to blame for the boy’s ”wrongful death arising out of excessive force” and also claims “deliberate indifference to the maintenance, training and control of the Los Angeles Police Department.”

TELEVISION ON THE UNDERGROUND

Atlanta’s underground rail system is boasting it will be the first in North America to have its carriages equipped with televisions.

By spring, 115 carriages will each have five 15 inch TVs tunes in to a news station

Audio for the newscasts will be available through any FM radio, and as the rules state on placards throughout the system, all audio devices must be used with headphones.

20,000 DEATHS BLAMED ON DIESEL FUMES

Emissions from old diesel engines cause more than 20,000 Americans a year to die sooner than they would have otherwise, an environmental group has claimed.

An industry group criticised the findings as outdated and misleading.

Diesel pollution is blamed for contributing to asthma, respiratory diseases, and heart attacks. The study estimates the risk of health complications from diesel exhaust for people living in cities is three times higher than the risk for those in rural areas.

FOOD GUIDE ON SALE EARLY AFTER BLUNDER

The famed Michelin Guide, whose star system can make or break French restaurants, rushed out its 2005 honours today – a week early – after the “little red book” mistakenly went on sale early.

Michelin added one restaurant to its top three-star rating – Le Clos des Cimes in Saint-Bonnet-le-Froid in the Haute-Loire region – and 11 restaurants to its two-star category.

The ratings were to have been published on March 2, but some bookstores, notably in Corsica, received the new guide early, forcing publication a week ahead of the scheduled date.

PLASTIC BAG BAN PROPOSED

Kenya should ban flimsy plastic bags and slap a hefty tax on the use of thicker ones to rid the East African nation of a growing environmental and health menace, according to a new report.

Supermarkets alone hand out nearly 100 million plastic bags in the Kenyan capital of Nairobi, home to 3 million people where only 25% of the 1,500 tons of solid waste generated daily is currently collected, according to the study by the United Nations Environment Programme, the National Environment Management Authority and Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis.

The bags, many of which are so thin that they are simply thrown away after one trip from the stores, have become a familiar eyesore in both urban and countryside areas, notes the first-ever study of the problem.

Discarded plastic bags hold rain water and block gutters and drains – preventing the flow of water and sewage, thus providing ideal and new breeding grounds for mosquitoes carrying malaria, Nobel Peace Laureate Wangari Maathai said. Malaria is one of the three leading killer diseases in the world, along with AIDS and tuberculosis.

OFFICIALS GUILTY OVER KILLER AVALANCHES

Two Swiss officials have been found guilty of negligent homicide for failing to order the evacuation of a high-risk zone that was later struck by two deadly avalanches.

Twelve people were killed, including seven tourists from France and two from Germany, when the snowslides swept almost simultaneously through the Alpine village of Evolene on February 21, 1999, destroying several chalets in their path.

Evolene’s former mayor Pierre-Henri Pralong was given a three-month suspended sentence and village security chief Andre Georges – a renowned mountain guide – a two-month suspended sentence. Prosecutors had sought six months suspended sentences.

STEWART’S FIRM REPORTS LOSS

Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia, whose founder and former chief executive will be released from prison next month, turned in a loss during its fourth quarter, compared with a profit a year ago, as it continues to be dragged down by declining advertising revenues.

The New York-based company, which stamps Stewart’s name on an array of products from magazines to pots, also warned that losses for the first quarter will be larger than what analysts expected.

Martha Stewart Living said it lost £3.84 mill

____________________________________________________________________________________________

German news magazine "FOCUS" online


Malaria rückt näher

[image: image23.png]



[image: image24.png]



Durch den Klimawandel sind gefährliche Krankheiten auf dem Vormarsch, warnen Forscher. Darunter auch die Malaria. 
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Abgeholzte Regenwälder, Überschwemmungen, Treibhauseffekt: Die Eingriffe in die Umwelt haben weit reichende Folgen. Unter anderem beschleunigen sie die Ausbreitung von Krankheiten, die bereits als eingedämmt galten. 

Davor warnt Marion Cheatle, Mitautorin eines Jahrbuchs des UN-Umweltprogramms (UNEP). 
Auch die Malaria ist auf dem Vormarsch. So führen Experten etwa sechs Prozent aller Malariafälle der vergangenen 25 Jahre auf den Klimawandel zurück. 

Neue Brutstätten

Denn wenn die Temperaturen steigen, vermehren sich die Malaria übertragenden Anopheles-Mücken besonders gut. Außerdem finden die Plagegeister neue Brutplätze in abgeholzten Regenwäldern oder verlassenen Mienen, die sich mit Wasser füllen. „In einer intakten Umwelt ist es leichter, die Krankheitsträger in Schach zu halten“, sagt Cheatle.

Infektionskrankheiten machen mittlerweile weltweit ein Viertel aller Todesursachen aus, in Afrika sind es sogar zwei Drittel.

Bessere Überlabenschancen

Tatsächlich ist es noch nicht lange her, dass die Tropenkrankheit auch in Europa verbreitet war: Im norddeutschen Emsland erkrankten bis 1946 mitunter Hunderte an der gefährlichen Infektion. In Sizilien trat der letzte Malariafall sogar erst 1962 auf. Inzwischen ist sie wieder in bestimmte Gebiete Russlands vorgedrungen, wo die Anopheles-Mücken wegen frostiger Winter zuvor keine Überlebenschancen hatten.

Auch wenn es in Mitteleuropa nur wenig Stechmücken gibt, die Malaria übertragen können, rückt die Krankheit wieder näher: In heißen Sommern haben im Reisegepäck eingeschleppte Mücken gute Überlebenschance.


Quellen: dpa, zdf 

____________________________________________________________________________________
Frankfurter Rundschau, 24.2.2005

Tsunami hinterlässt Giftmüll an den Stränden Afrikas

Umweltorganisation der Vereinten Nationen warnt vor langfristigen Folgen durch die Verschmutzung von Küsten und Grundwasser / Illegale Entsorgung rächt sich


Der Tsunami in Südostasien hat Giftmüll vom Meeresboden aufgewirbelt und an den Küsten angeschwemmt. Der Umgang mit den Abfällen sei eine Schlüsselfrage bei der Bewältigung der Folgen des Seebebens, meint die UN-Umweltorganisation Unep.


VON PIERRE SIMONITSCH
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Genf · 23. Februar · Zahlreiche Bewohner der Küstengebiete Somalias werden plötzlich von Atembeschwerden, Zahnfleischbluten und Hautausschlägen geplagt. Das Umweltprogramm der Vereinten Nationen (Unep) meint jetzt, die Ursachen herausgefunden zu haben: Die Flutwelle des 26. Dezember 2004 habe Industriemüll an die Strände gespült, den viele Schiffe illegal, aber ungehindert im Meer versenken.

"Somalias Küsten werden seit vielen Jahren als Müllkippe für radioaktiven und anderen gefährlichen Abfall anderer Länder benutzt", heißt es in einem Bericht von Unep über die Auswirkungen der Tsunami-Katastrophe. "Dieser Umstand ist das Ergebnis des langen Bürgerkriegs in Somalia und der Unfähigkeit der Behörden, Schiffsladungen zu überprüfen oder mit den Abfällen umzugehen." Nach Schätzungen von Experten kostet es etwa 2,50 Dollar, eine Tonne Giftmüll vor der Küste Afrikas zu versenken. In Europa würden mindestens 250 Dollar Kosten pro Tonne anfallen.

Nach Angaben des Unep-Berichts hat die Flutwelle insbesondere auf den Stränden von Nord-Hobyo und Warsheik, südlich der Stadt Benadir, Giftmüll angeschwemmt. Die Einwohner der dortigen Fischerdörfer, die mit dem gefährlichen Abfall in Berührung kamen, litten jetzt unter Gesundheits- und Umweltproblemen. Es lägen Beweise vor, dass der Giftmüll auch das Grundwasser in Somalia verseucht hat.

Somalia liegt an der stark befahrenen Schiffahrtsstrasse am Golf von Aden und der Arabischen See. Seit 1991 herrscht in dem Land ein Bürgerkrieg, in dem sich Banden und Familienclans bekämpfen. Selbst ernannte "Transit-Regierungen" wechseln einander ab und werden in der Regel nicht international anerkannt. Es gibt keine reguläre Armee oder Polizei. Von dieser Machtkarenz profitieren skrupellose Schiffseigentümer und -kapitäne, um ungeachtet der internationalen Konventionen vor der Küste Somalias gefährliche Industrieabfälle ins Meer zu pumpen.

Unep weist darauf hin, dass die Flutwelle auch in anderen Anrainerstaaten des Indischen Ozeans zu schweren Umweltproblemen geführt hat. Allein in Banda Aceh in Nordsumatra habe der Tsunami zwischen sieben und zehn Millionen Kubikmeter Abfall hinterlassen. Auf den Malediven gefährden hochgewirbelter Schutt mit hohem Asbestgehalt, Petroleumfässer und aus beschädigten Generatoren ausgelaufener Treibstoff die Gesundheit der Überlebenden.

Auf einigen Inseln der Malediven sind bis zu 90 Prozent der Toiletten von der Flutwelle weggeschwemmt worden. Unep befürchtet nach Tests, dass auf mehr als 30 Inseln des Malediven-Archipels die unterirdischen Trinkwasserreserven wegen ihrer Verunreinigung durch Abwässer nicht mehr den internationalen Gesundheitsnormen entsprechen. Viele Menschen hängen jetzt vom Auffangen des Regenwassers ab.

"Der Bericht stellt klar, dass der Umgang mit Schutt und anderen Abfällen eine Schlüsselfrage für den Wiederaufbau" ist, erklärte Unep-Exekutivdirektor Klaus Töpfer, "das setzt voraus, dass die Umweltministerien ihre Fähigkeiten erhöhen." Die Experten empfehlen, bei den Wiederaufbauarbeiten alte Fehler zu vermeiden und gefährdete Gebiete gar nicht erst zu bebauen.

____________________________________________________________________________________
taz, die tageszeitung 24. Februar 2005 
24. Februar 2005

ÜBERSCHRIFT: Giftmüll aufgewirbelt; in kürze TSUNAMI-FOLGE IN SOMALIA

TEXT:


in kürze 

TSUNAMI-FOLGE IN SOMALIA

Vor der Küste Somalias haben das Seebeben und die Welle Giftmüll im Wasser aufgewirbelt, der dort seit Jahren illegal versenkt wird. Dies ist ein Ergebnis einer in Nairobi vorgestellten Studie des UN-Umweltprogramms (Unep). "Viele Bewohner klagen über Atemnot, Blutungen im Mund und Hautkrankheiten", so der Bericht. (dpa)

UPDATE: 23. Februar 2005

____________________________________________________________________________________
EPD (Evangelischer Pressedienst), 22.02.2004

Töpfer: Küstenabschnitte nach Tsunami unbebaut lassen 

Nairobi (epd). Der Direktor des UN-Umweltprogramms (UNEP), Klaus Töpfer, hat sich dafür ausgesprochen, die von der Tsunami-Katastrophe zerstörten Küstenabschnitte in Asien unbebaut zu lassen. "Gebäude und Straßen müssen außerhalb dieser Gebiete gebaut werden, die ökologisch empfindlich und zugleich von extremen Wetterereignissen besonders gefährdet sind", erklärte der frühere Bundesumweltminister am Dienstag in Nairobi bei der Vorstellung einer Studie über die ökologischen Folgen der Flutwelle. 

Erste Untersuchungen zeigen laut Töpfer, dass intakte Mangrovenwälder und Korallenriffe die Bevölkerung vor der Wucht der Wellen geschützt hätten. Besonders stark sei die Verwüstung hingegen dort, wo der Küstenstreifen abgeholzt oder besiedelt gewesen sei. So hätten in Sri Lanka nur die unberührten Küsten-Nationalparks kaum Zerstörungen gemeldet. 

Als dringlichste Aufgabe nennen die UNEP-Experten in ihrer Studie die schnelle und fachgerechte Entsorgung von Sondermüll in den betroffenen Regionen. Allein in der indonesischen Provinzhauptstadt Banda Aceh müssten bis zu zehn Millionen Kubikmeter Bauschutt, Asbest und andere Gefahrenstoffe entsorgt werden. In Somalia, wo seit Jahren etwa Nuklearabfälle illegal deponiert würden, seien Hunderte Kilometer Küste verseucht. 

Höchste Priorität hat UNEP zufolge auch die Wiederherstellung der Frischwasserversorgung. Müll und Salzwasser hätten Zehntausende Brunnen unbrauchbar gemacht. Salzwasser habe zudem viele Felder unfruchtbar gemacht. 

Töpfer appellierte an die Regierungen der betroffenen Länder Süd- und Südostasiens, beim Wiederaufbau alle Möglichkeiten zu nutzen, um eine ähnliche Katastrophe für die Zukunft zu verhindern. Er verwies auf Bangladesch, wo entlang der Küstenlinie Rettungstürme gebaut und Hunderte Bäume gepflanzt worden seien. Die Tourismusindustrie rief Töpfer auf, mit gutem Beispiel voran zu gehen und neue Hotels nicht direkt an die Küste zu bauen. (02009/22.2.2005) 

____________________________________________________________________________________

taz, die tageszeitung
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ÜBERSCHRIFT: Grüne fordern Reform der UNO


BERLIN - In einem neuen Thesen-papier zur Globalisierung plädieren grüne Bundestagsabgeordnete für die Stärkung internationaler Organisationen, die sich mit sozialen und ökologischen Fragen beschäftigen. 

Im Rahmen des UN-Systems sollten die Organisation Ecosoc und das Umweltprogramm Unep aufgewertet werden. Das Papier an die Fraktion haben unter anderem Thilo Hoppe, Fritz Kuhn und Renate Künast verfasst. Um die Millenniumsziele der Vereinten Nationen zu erreichen, setzen sich die Verfasser für "innovative Instrumente zur Finanzierung globaler Aufgaben" ein. Genannt werden eine Devisenumsatzsteuer sowie Gebühren für die Nutzung des internationalen Luftraums und der Weltmeere. Transnationale Unternehmen müssten sich an soziale und ökologische Normen halten, heißt es in dem Papier. 

UPDATE: 23. Februar 2005

___________________________________________________________________________________
Reuters

Bird Flu Experts Take Aim At Roaming Ducks 
CHINA: February 24, 2005

HO CHI MINH CITY - In the fight against Asia's bird flu, experts are zeroing in on ducks and the role they play in the spread of the deadly disease. 

UN officials at a bird flu conference in Vietnam on Wednesday said the virus that has killed 46 people in Asia may never be eliminated partly because ducks are silent carriers and open-air farms allow them to spread the disease. 
"The public health implications of this are very serious," Shigeru Omi, the head of the World Health Organisation in Asia, told the conference in Ho Chi Minh City. 

"How can people avoid exposure to the virus when they don't know which ducks are infected and which ones are not?" 

Animal health experts say ducks can carry the virus without showing any sign of illness, making them a reservoir for avian influenza that may be impossible to eradicate. 

Compounding the problem are age-old methods of farming in Asia -- where free-range ducks waddle in fields and farmyards, mixing with other animals and spreading the disease. 

"We know that the virus is well established in set populations such as ducks without showing any signs," said Joseph Domenech, chief of the Animal Health Service for the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). 

"We have to stop or prevent that spread from reservoir to domestic animals to humans where the risk is very high of a pandemic one day," he told Reuters. 

What experts fear is that the H5N1 virus could get into a person or animal with a human flu virus and mutate into a strain that could sweep through a world population with no immunity and kill millions. 

With bird flu expected to linger for many years, UN officials are calling for a massive effort to contain the virus before it spreads to other parts of the world. 

Hard-hit countries are trying to tackle the problem. 

Thailand, where a high rate of infection has been found in ducks, plans to slaughter about 2.7 million free-range ducks, the FAO said. 

In Vietnam -- where ducks can roam for kilometres, swimming in flooded rice paddies and eating leftover grain in fields -- authorities ordered farmers to keep their waterfowl penned up. 

Breeding of ducks has been suspended and Ho Chi Minh City ordered a cull of ducks this month. 

"We consider it the source of incubation for the virus. We have stopped the hatching until June 30," said Agriculture Minister Cao Duc Phat. 


Story by Darren Schuettler
____________________________________________________________________________________

Reuters

Asian Bird Flu Raises Risk of Global Flu Pandemic 
UK: February 24, 2005

LONDON - Scientists fear the avian flu that has killed 46 people in Asia could be the strain that will cause the next global pandemic but said more evidence is needed about how infectious it is in humans. 

"I think pandemic flu is knocking on the door," said Professor Albert Osterhaus, a leading European virologist at Erasmus University Hospital in Rotterdam. 
As bird flu experts meet in Asia to devise plans to combat the H5N1 virus, scientists said they lacked knowledge about whether the strain that has led to the slaughter of tens of millions of birds has the pandemic potential of the 1918 Spanish flu that killed between 20 million and 40 million people. 

To become a pandemic strain, H5N1 would have to adapt sufficiently on its own, or mix its genetic material with a human virus to become highly infectious in humans who have no protection against it. 

"We don't know whether the virus that is currently circulating among poultry in southeast Asia, the H5N1, will eventually be able to reassort its genetic material with a human influenza virus. That is the key question," Osterhaus told Reuters in an interview. 

So far the H5N1 strain has shown no evidence that it has become highly infectious in humans. Scientists also do not know how many people may have been exposed to it. 

But Laurence Tiley, a molecular virologist at Cambridge University in England, said the H5N1 strain is lethal. 

"It is the most likely candidate for adapting and becoming a pandemic strain because we are not going to be able to get rid of it easily," he said. 


WHEN NOT IF 

Health experts are worried about H5N1 because like previous pandemic strains it carries a new combination of two molecules - hemagglutinin (H) and neuramidase (N). 

"The hemagglutinin and neuramidase are the surface proteins of the virus. They are the most important proteins as far as the host immune system is concerned," Tiley said. 

H1N1, H2N2 and H3N2 were strains of other flu pandemics. 

If a person is exposed to H5N1 and is also co-infected with a human flu, components of both could produce a virus that could be transmissible from person to person and capable of spreading widely and very rapidly across the world. 

"The whole population would be completely naive and vulnerable to it. That's why the previous pandemics have coincided with the acquisition of a new H or N surface protein on the new viruses," said Tiley. 

"We know that flu has done this sort of thing in the past." 

The H5N1 has killed a high percentage of people who have been diagnosed with it. But so far it has not shown any clear evidence of an ability to spread easily in humans. 

"This particular strain is very lethal. But at the moment it is very poorly contagious," said Tiley. 

The extent of the population's exposure to the virus is also important because it gives scientists an idea of how much opportunity the virus has had to evolve. 

"There are figures (numbers) of people who have become ill or died but we do not know how many people have been infected," said Osterhaus. 

"Blood tests are needed in the population to see the extent to which it has spread. It should be given high priority," he added. 

If the H5N1 strain does not have pandemic potential, Osterhaus believes all the factors that have led to previous influenza pandemics are still in place. 

"I think we'd better get our act together," he said. 

"Even if this one is not going to do it, there will be another avian influenza virus at the basis of the next pandemic. It is really a question of when it is going to happen, not if it is going to happen." 


Story by Patricia Reaney
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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UN or UNEP in the news


Tsunami-hit nations must heed environment in reconstructing: UNEP
Columbo Daily News, Sri Lanka, 24 February 2005 - Countries hit by last year's devastating tsumani should erect natural buffer zones along their coasts and rebuild in less exposed areas to protect against future calamities, a UN report said Tuesday.
http://www.dailynews.lk/2005/02/24/new03.html 

Natural barriers reduced Tsunami impact: UNEP: 
New Kerala, India , 24 February 2005 - [World News]: London, Feb 23: A report published by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) suggests that the Asian tsunami caused.
http://www.newkerala.com/news-daily/news/features.php?action=fullnews&id=76516
Also in: 

Natural barriers reduced Tsunami impact: UNEP
Netindia123.com, India, 23 February 2005 - http://netindia123.com/showdetails.asp?id=68680&cat=World&head=Natural+barriers+reduced+Tsunami+impact%3A+UNEP 

Natural barriers reduced Tsunami impact: UNEP:- 
Webindia123, India, http://www.webindia123.com/news/showdetails.asp?id=68680&cat=Health 
 
Climate change increases diseases: report: 
New Kerala, India, [Health India]: New Delhi, Feb 23 : - http://news.newkerala.com/health-news-india/?action=fullnews&id=76473 

Climate change increases diseases: report
Indo-Asian News Service, India, 23 February 2004  - http://www.eians.com/stories/2005/02/23/23claim.shtml 

Climate change increases diseases: report
Netindia123.com, India, New Delhi | February 23, 2005 - http://netindia123.com/showdetails.asp?id=68662&n_date=20050223&cat=India  

Climate change increases diseases: report:- 
Netindia123.com, India, New Delhi | February 23, 2005 - http://www.webindia123.com/news/showdetails.asp?id=68662&n_date=20050223&cat=India 
 

Weather shaped Titan’s surface
Hindustan Times, India, 23 February 2005 - http://www.hindustantimes.com/news/5922_1253620,001500230005.htm

Environmental change may be boosting diseases: UN
Navhind Times, India - Feb 22, 2005 - http://www.navhindtimes.com/stories.php?part=news&Story_ID=022320   

U.N. says Asian tsunami dislodged hazardous waste
Reuters India, India - Feb 22, 2005 - http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml?storyID=7701994&type=worldNews 

Tsunami-hit nations must utilise environment: UN
ABC Online, Australia - Feb 22, 2005 - http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200502/s1308786.htm 

Tsunami threat to water supplies 
BBC Bengali, India - Feb 22, 2005 - http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/4286267.stm 

Science: Environmental Change May Be Boosting Diseases – UN 
Keralanext, India - Feb 22, 2005 - http://www.keralanext.com/news/indexread.asp?id=124405 

UN report proposes plastic bag ban in Kenya” NAIROBI, Feb. 23 Xinhua, China, 23 February 2005 - (Xinhuanet) -- Flimsy plastic shopping bags should be banned and a heavy levy slapped on thicker ones to rid Kenya of an increasing environmental and health threat, a UN report released here Wednesday urged.
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2005-02/23/content_2611079.htm 

UN: Environmental change may be boosting diseases 

ABS CBN News, Philippines, 23 February 2005 - NAIROBI - Environmental changes wrought by population movement, destruction of habitats and other factors may be behind a resurgence of infectious diseases, a United Nations study says. 
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/NewsStory.aspx?section=SCIENCE&oid=69030 

 

General Environment News

EDITORIAL
The heat is on to accept Kyoto
Bangkok Post, 24 February 2005  - What a difference a few years can make. If we turn back the clock to December 1997, we find the United States president and Australian prime minister welcoming the Kyoto international agreement on climate change and Greenpeace decrying it. Bill Clinton summed up the US view of the Kyoto Protocol back then as ''environmentally strong and economically sound'' while, in Canberra, John Howard described it as ''splendid'', and Greenpeace berated it as ''a tragedy, a farce and totally inadequate''. That's not what they're saying today, of course, but consistency is no match for expediency when it comes to politics.
http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/24Feb2005_news37.php 
At least 500 killed in Iranian quake

Thanh Nien Daily, Vietnam - Feb 22, 2005 - A strong earthquake hit dozens of villages in southeast Iran Monday morning, killing at least 500 people and hurting many more, reported the BBC.
The quake, which measured 6.4 on the Richter scale, struck the area near Zarand in Kerman province, some 740km from the capital Tehran, just before 9:30 a.m. Vietnam time or 02:30 GMT.
….Scientific studies announced that Iran has at least a minor earthquake almost every day. The United Nations also confirmed Iran is the worst-hit country in the world in terms of earthquakes
http://www.thanhniennews.com/worlds/?catid=9&newsid=5152 

Asia facing real risk of bird flu pandemic - experts
China Daily, China, 23 February 2005 - (Agencies) - Updated: 2005-02-23 15:09 - The deadly bird flu virus will take years to eradicate and Asia is now facing the serious risk of a pandemic that would cause far greater loss of life than the SARS outbreak, experts told a landmark conference in Ho Chi Minh City.  
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/english/doc/2005-02/23/content_418765.htm 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Conservationists Risk Their Lives for Peru's Highland  Headwaters                                                              

   PIURA, Peru, February 23, 2005 (ENS) - Peruvian   conservationist and guide Alejandro Zegarra-Pezo knows he is           

   the target of assassins. For years, he has denounced open pit           

   mining planned for northwestern Peru by Monterrico Metals of            

   the UK and the U.S. mining company Newmont, among others.               

   Zegarra says mineral extraction would have a "devastating               

   effect" on native plants and animals, especially the                    

   endangered mountain tapir. "These native species give life to           

   the region and create a healthy water-absorbing ecosystem that          

   assures water for all downslope communities," he says.                  

   Zegarra has reason to watch his back. His wife was attacked             

   several months ago. She survived but still suffers health               

   problems as a result.                                                   

   On February 12, Engineer Jorge Flores Cordoba was assassinated          

   in the department capital city of Piura. He was stabbed 17              

   times, and his body was beheaded. A vocal opponent of open pit          

   mining, Cordoba was the husband of a Piuran city director and           

   wanted to become the mayor of Sapillica, a region of the                

   Piuran Andes that is targeted for mineral exploitation by               

   Newmont.                                                                

   (Embedded image moved to file: pic47172.jpg)waterfall                   

   This waterfall in the Peruvian Andes and others like it will            

   be affected by mining planned for the region. (Photo © Craig            

   Downer)                                                                 

   "There have been many other assassinations of similar people,           

   assassinated for the simple democratic act of verbally                  

   opposing and demonstrating against open pit mining                      

   exploitation in northern Peru," says Zegarra, who founded the           

   conservationist organization Pro Norte Peru.                            

   Many of those killed were the leaders of belonging to                   

   indigenous rural committees known as "ronderos," particularly           

   from the region of Ayabaca-Huancabamba-Morropon.                        

   "Though these assassinations are often blamed on                        

   narcotraffickers, in fact they are paid for by the                      

   international mining interests in collusion with Peruvian               

   authorities who accuse the mining opponents of impeding                 

   regional progress," said Zegarra. "This I know for a fact."             

   The authorities who support open pit mining as an economic              

   opportunity for the Piura region belong to the Aprista Peruano          

   Party, the party of regional president, Dr. Jorge Trelles Lara          

   and of the region's representative in the national Congress             

   Jose Carlos Carrasco Tavara.                                            

   These politicians would like Zegarra to stop expressing his             

   opposition to the planned mining. "Dr. Jose Carlos Carrasco             

   Tavara accused me of being an obstacle to regional progress             

   and an opponent of the government for giving my public talks            

   against the mining takeover of northern Peru," the                      

   conservationist told ENS. "He said the U.S. is rich because it          

   has exploited its mineral wealth and that I should ask for              

   economic support from transnational mining companies."                  

   "As of the present date, threats aimed at stopping my                   

   ecological activities have alarmingly increased," Zegarra               

   said. "Particularly I am harassed and attempts are made to              

   stop me from attending indigenous communal meetings in the              

   Piuran Andes in areas being currently targeted for mineral              

   exploitation by Monterrico Metals, Newmont and other rich               

   transnational mining companies whose officials have made                

   tempting offers to me in order to silence my ecological                 

   voice."                                                                 

   "Since I have absolutely rejected their dirty bribes," said             

   Zegarra, "today they are attempting to assassinate me!"                 

   Over such impassioned local objection, more than 600 mining             

   concessions coverning an area around 800,000 hectares have              

   been recently authorized by national authorities in the state           

   of Piura.                                                               

   Initially the mining company known as Manhattan-Sechura, a              

   subsidiary of Manhattan Minerals of Canada, intended to                 

   exploit copper in open pit mines at the headwaters of the Rio           

   Blanco river within the Carmen de la Frontera district. Now             

   another company has largely taken its place - Majaz - the               

   local subsidiary of Monterrico Metals, a London based resource          

   development company that operates exclusively in Peru.                  

   Monterrico says it is "committed to community consultation and          

   sustainable development." A publicly traded company, listed on          

   the London Stock Exchange, it is currently involved in seven            

   mining projects in all areas of Peru, including Rio Blanco.             

   In the Rio Blanco region on Peru's northern border with                 

   Ecuador, Monterrico now holds eight concessions covering an             

   area of 6,472 hectares in uninhabited, forested terrain at an           

   altitude of between 2,000 to 3,000 meters. Exploratory                  

   drilling is underway, and the company is in the process of              

   doing a Bankable Feasibility Study due for completion in the            

   first half of this year.                                                

   (Embedded image moved to file: pic25528.jpg)drilling                    

   An exploratory crew from Monterrico Metals drills in a Rio              

   Blanco mining concession. (Photo courtesy Monterrico Metals)            

   A pre-feasibility study concluded the copper and molybdenum in          

   the eight Rio Blanco concessions would yield US$320 million             

   before taxes at a discount rate of 10 percent using a copper            

   price of 90 cents per pound. The rate of return to the company          

   was projected at 33 percent, roughly US$107 million.                    

   Those figures may increase as the company has announced its             

   area of interest is expanding. "Geotechnical studies are                

   continuing to plan for the first 10 years of production at the          

   proposed open pit at Henry's Hill. This study has been                  

   extended because of the recent discovery of high grade ore              

   outside the previously known limits of mineralization," said            

   Monterrico CEO Chris Eager on January 25.                               

   The company plans to conduct open pit mining and production of          

   copper and molybdenum concentrates for a 32 year period. The            

   operations would treat 20 million metric tons of ore per year           

   in a flotation process, which involves the use of sulfuric              

   acid to extract copper from the ore.                                    

   Mining waste and polluted runoff are high on opponents' list            

   of concerns, in addition to destruction of the natural                  

   landscape and wildlife habitat to create the open pits. They            

   believe that there is no sustainable way to develop an open             

   pit mining operation in this ecosystem.                                 

   From the southeast flank of the mountain range where                    

   Monterrico's eight concessions are located, originate nine              

   streams which give birth to Rio Blanco, or White River, known           

   farther downstream as Rio Canchis. This river flows into the            

   Rio Chinchipe near the district of Namballe, 40 kilometers              

   from the mining zone, the location of the Tabaconas Namballe            

   Ecological Sanctuary, home to endangered mountain tapirs.               

   From the northwest flank of the mining concession area, six             

   streams originate which give rise to the Tomayacu, Ramos and            

   Aranza rivers which flow to the Rio Quiroz in the district of           

   Ayabaca.                                                                

   Wild mountain tapirs still inhabit these headwaters cloud               

   forests and treeless paramos, but they are already being                

   ejected from their habitat by the first wave of miners.                 

   Zegarra says, "Scared mountain tapirs are descending to                 

   unprotected zones, having been frightened by exploratory                

   miners as well as hunter guides and their dogs. The commerce            

   in mountain tapir hooves and feet has increased alarmingly.             

   Also very alarming is that live-animal traffickers who desire           

   young mountain tapirs are again present in Sullana."                    

   (Embedded image moved to file: pic08448.jpg)hooves                      

   Tapir hooves hang for sale in a Peruvian shop. (Photo © Craig           

   Downer)                                                                 

   In Peru, mountain tapirs are desired for their feet, which are          

   used in traditional medicine to treat epilepsy and other                

   diseases. The principle cause of their death has been to                

   supply tapir parts to traditional native medicine shops or              

   directly to the "brujos," or native healers.                            

   Zegarra confides, "I have located persons who for several               

   years now are offering to purchase mountain tapir parts and to          

   take young mountain tapirs out of the country in order to sell          

   to a large zoo, still not identified." Such export would                

   violate the Convention on International Trade in Endangered             

   Species (CITES), to which Peru belongs. The mountain tapir is           

   listed on CITES Appendix I, which prohibits international               

   trade.                                                                  

   Ecologist Craig Downer is president of the Andean Tapir Fund            

   and serves on the IUCN-World Conservation Union Species                 

   Survival Commission Tapir Specialist Group.                             

   He says the ecological future of the entire region is at risk           

   due to the mining concessions that have been granted in Piura           

   and in watersheds across the country.                                   

   "The great value of the living sponge watershed is found in             

   the form of mountain tapir habitat, intact cloud forests and            

   paramos," says Downer, who observes that headwaters cloud               

   forests like those claimed by mining companies in Peru are              

   quickly disappearing worldwide.                                         

   (Embedded image moved to file: pic55492.jpg)paramo                      

   Paramos are high mountain regions of grass and shrub land,              

   found only in the Andes. (Photo © Craig Downer)                         

   These unique forests, which draw water down from the clouds,            

   have been reduced to 2.5 percent of the world's forests and             

   are in danger of vanishing altogether. In addition, the                 

   highland waters that now supply agricultural and drinking               

   water needs downstream will be forever altered by open pit              

   mining, ecologists warn.                                                

   In the mountainous zone of Piura state, mining companies have           

   claimed many riverside areas of the Rio Chipillico as well as           

   its highland sources. The upper part of Rio Chipillico is               

   known as Rio San Pedro and its waters fill the San Lorenzo              

   reservoir, vital to many communities, says Downer.                      

   Also affected by proposed mining projects are the course of             

   the Rio Quiroz, whose waters fill the agriculturally crucial            

   Poechos Reservoir, and the headwaters of the Huancabamba                

   river.                                                                  

   "If the various mining companies that now threaten these                

   hydrographic basins are allowed to have their way," Downer              

   says, "scientists predict that an already incipient                     

   desertification shall become epidemic in proportion,                    

   threatening the very lifeblood, the water, of this region and           

   resulting in future ecological and consequent economic                  

   collapse for the region."                                               

   Many rare and endangered endemic populations and even entire            

   species could be wiped out regionally as a consequence. The             

   mountain tapir is one of those species.                                 

   Already one of the world’s rarest and most endangered large             

   herbivorous mammals, Downer estimates that only between 175             

   and 188 tapirs still remain in northern Peru. Tapirs still              

   live in "isolated and increasingly beleaguered pockets" of              

   Ecuador and Colombia, he says.                                          

   (Embedded image moved to file: pic07603.jpg)left                        

   A young, wild female tapir in the highland forest of Peru               

   (Photo © Craig Downer)                                                  

   The mountain tapir is a vital seed disperser for a large                

   percentage of Peru's native plants, says Downer, who authored           

   the IUCN Species Survival Commission’s mountain tapir action            

   plan in 1997. He has visited the mountain tapirs above Tapal            

   Alto and followed their trails from their shelters in dwarf             

   forest thickets to the lakes where they bathe and congregate.           

   The long range effects of the mining projects would damage              

   these highland river sources throughout Piura state, and the            

   damage would extend clear to the coast, Downer predicts. "Such          

   damages would affect both fresh water and ocean fisheries and           

   the livelihood of many thousands of people, whose traditional           

   way of life would be disrupted," he says.                               

   Northwestern Peru is famous for its extensive dry woodlands,            

   which include vital carob trees used for feed and syrup. These          

   woods are home to many distinctive rare and endemic species             

   and, along with highland cloud forests and paramos, would be            

   threatened by the proposed mining projects.                             

   Mining plans in the headwaters region of Rio Huancabamba are            

   alarming to ecologists as well for the same reasons -                   

   destruction of watersheds and the species that depend upon              

   them for survival.                                                      

   The Piuran provinces of Ayabaca and Huancabamba have declared           

   their highlands to be nature sanctuaries and closed to mining,          

   but national natural resource officials and Peruvian President          

   Alejandro Toledo are backing the mining companies in their              

   claims.                                                                 

   The mining opponents say copper and other mineral deposits are          

   not exclusive to northern Peru and ore could be obtained from           

   other less biodiverse and fragile areas where remnant cloud             

   forests and paramos no longer remain.                                   

   The economy of northern Peru is growing without mining, they            

   say, and is based on agriculture, livestock and native                  

   forests, all threatened by plans for mining in northern Peru            

   today.                                                                  

   "Within a relatively brief quarter century," warns Zegarra,             

   "these mining projects will destroy ecosystems that have been           

   thousands and even millions of years in the making,                     

   eliminating our natural super pharmacy and extinguishing many           

   species as yet unknown to science. No amount of money in the            

   world can ever bring these species back, nor can mere money             

   reverse the lethal effect of poisonous chemicals that would             

   remain for generations to permeate the ecosystem, as has                

   occurred in other parts of Peru as elsewhere."                          

   "Here heavy metal poisoning is common among the people," the            

   conservationist said. "Waste products of mining such as toxic           

   leachates would continue to poison the soils and water and so           

   plants and animals, including man, for centuries to come,               

   leaving a sterile tombstone in place of the once lovely cloud           

   forests, paramos and fruit growing agrarian valleys. Thus, our          

   life here would end, if our apathy allows it to so end!"                

       http://www.cerestvnoticias.com/
PNUMA pide que la reconstrucción del sureste asiático respete criterios medioambientales y de seguridad

Reclama a la industria turística que asuma el liderazgo y propone nuevos diseños de edificios para reducir el impacto del agua 

El Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA) ha pedido que la reconstrucción del sureste asiático, arrasado por el tsunami del pasado diciembre, respete criterios medioambientales y de seguridad de la población, apuntando que la industria turística debe asumir el liderazgo en estas tareas.

Según el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer, la devastación provocada en las costas por los maremotos ofrece la oportunidad de reconstruir la zona en el respeto de los recursos naturales, en beneficio de la comunidades locales afectadas por la catástrofe.

El informe elaborado por el PNUMA reclama la elaboración inmediata de un mapa de "puntos sensibles" en los que quede prohibida la construcción de viviendas, hoteles, fábricas y demás infraestructuras que puedan amenazar al entorno natural o suponer un peligro para la población en caso de nuevos desastres.

"Los edificios y demás infraestructuras deben ser construidos en áreas menos vulnerables y siguiendo estándares que les protejan tanto a ellos como a sus inquilinos de futuros tsunamis", así como en caso de tormentas, inundaciones, huracanes y demás eventos meteorológicos extremos, explicó Toepfer.

El PNUMA considera que es la industria turística la que debe asumir el liderazgo en estas tareas de relocalización responsable, sobre todo al ser una fuente vital de ingresos para estos países. También recomienda el establecimiento de una red de torres elevadas que puedan servir de refugio a personas en peligro en caso de maremoto.

NUEVOS DISEÑOS Como ejemplo de construcciones adecuadas a estas zonas, los expertos de la ONU destacan los diseños de las mezquitas, que en su mayoría resistieron a las olas, "posiblemente porque en general tienen amplias estancias abiertas a nivel de suelo que permitieron que el agua las atravesara".

Así, el PNUMA recomienda que cualquier estructura de más de diez metros se reconstruya con un diseño similar, amplios pisos bajos que dejen pasar el agua en caso de crecida sin destruir los muros. "Parece que no existe un código de mejores prácticas de construcción para tsunamis, así que deberá desarrollarse uno" que recoja recomendaciones como esta, apunta el estudio.

Klaus Toepfer destacó también la importancia que la protección del Medio Ambiente ha tenido para evitar daños mayores en algunas zonas: aquellas en las que los arrecifes de coral, los manglares y la vegetación costera no habían sido arrasados por las construcciones, las olas se frenaron antes de llegar a la costa y causaron menos destrucción.

"Ya había innumerables razones para proteger la salud de entornos como los arrecifes de coral, son "guarderías" para peces y un imán para los turistas --apuntó el director del PNUMA--, y ahora tenemos una razón más para conservarlos". El informe ha sido elaborado a partir de los equipos enviados al terreno por el PNUMA, en cooperación con otras agencias de la ONU y organizaciones no gubernamentales.

Precisamente, el partido de los Verdes en Australia ha denunciado que las empresas y organismos implicados en las tareas de reconstrucción están utilizando amianto, un material prohibido en la Unión Europea debido a sus efectos en la salud y el Medio Ambiente.

http://www.portaldelmedioambiente.com/
Alemania luchará por que la ONU tenga una organización de primer rango dedicada a los problemas ambientales

El Gobierno alemán luchará por que la ONU tenga una organización de primer rango dedicada a los problemas medioambientales, subrayó ayer en Berlín el ministro germano de Medioambiente, el verde Jürgen Trittin, quien consideró "inaceptable" que esa entidad aún no exista. El ministro viaja hoy a Nairobi (Kenia) para reunirse con el director del Programa Medioambiental de las Naciones Unidas (UNEP), el alemán Klaus Toepfer, a quien intentará convencer de que ese programa tiene que convertirse en una organización.

"Es incomprensible, y a nuestro modo de ver inaceptable, que las cuestiones de supervivencia de nuestro planeta se traten como un asunto secundario en las Naciones Unidas", señaló Trittin. Para el ministro, el UNEP tendría que "revalorarse" hasta llegar a ser una entidad "a la misma altura" que la Organización de la ONU para la Alimentación y la Agricultura (FAO) o la Organización Mundial del Comercio (OMC).

Una conferencia internacional que se celebrará el próximo mes de mayo en Berlín sondeará la viabilidad de la propuesta de Trittin. En Nairobi, el ministro alemán se reunirá también con la última premio Nobel de la Paz, la keniana Wangari Maathai.
    http://www.latercera.cl/
PNUMA: un 25% de enfermedades son atribuibles al medio ambiente

Una cuarta parte de las muertes o invalidez por enfermedades infecciosas en el mundo tienen su origen en causas relacionadas con el medio ambiente, según datos del Programa de las  Naciones para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA).

Hiremagaur Gopalan, científico de salud ambiental de ese programa, presentó hoy en la capital keniana un estudio sobre degradación ambiental y el aumento de enfermedades infecciosas, que cada año se cobran la vida de 15 millones de personas y son la primera causa de mortandad en el mundo.

El documento relaciona la contaminación de aguas costeras por vertido de aguas residuales sin tratar con brotes de cólera; la deforestación con la fiebre amarilla, malaria y el ébola; el cambio del uso de la tierra -especialmente para agricultura- con el tifus y la encefalitis equina; y la crecimiento urbano no planificado con la tuberculosis y la plaga bubónica.

"Un medio ambiente en buen estado promueve una buena salud", afirmó el científico, al señalar que hay enfermedades infecciosas atribuibles a factores como el agua o aire de mala calidad, o sistemas de salubridad deficientes que afectan, sobre todo, a las poblaciones más desfavorecidas.

Goplan recalcó que "un gran porcentaje de las enfermedades pueden prevenirse si el medio ambiente es gestionado adecuadamente".

El informe de Naciones Unidas documenta cómo los científicos han observado un resurgimiento de enfermedades casi desaparecidas y un incremento de dolencias debido a cambios en el entorno natural provocados por el hombre.

http://www.prensalatina.com.mx/
PNUMA afirma que tsunami afectó reservas de agua en países asiáticos

Las fuentes naturales de agua de las naciones del Océano Indico afectadas por el tsunami del pasado diciembre han sido contaminadas por agua salada y por desechos, asegura un informe de Naciones Unidas.


De acuerdo con el primer estudio sobre el impacto ambiental, realizado por el Programa de Naciones Unidas para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), no sólo las reservas de agua fresca de estos países se encuentran amenazadas, distintas especies animales han sufrido el impacto del desastre natural.


Los pozos poco profundos y las reservas de agua subterránea, especialmente en pequeñas islas, están contaminadas con agua salada, indica el documento, algo que afecta a la agricultura.


Asimismo, señala que un gran número de tortugas han sido consumidas en Sri Lanka debido a la carencia de pescado, y en Seychelles el tsunami acabó con playas donde esta especie tenía su nido. 


Por otra parte, miles de redes de pesca fueron arrastradas por el mar sin que aún hayan sido retiradas, lo que representa una amenaza latente para peces, aves y mamíferos. 


Existen indicios de que el maremoto fue menos dañino en áreas coralinas, así como donde habían dunas de sal vegetal y manglares, lo que expresa la necesidad de preservar estos lugares.


El 26 de diciembre del 2004, un terremoto ocurrido en la costa oeste de la isla Indonesia de Sumatra, cuya magnitud quedó fijada en 9.0 grados en la escala abierta de Richter, provocó inmensas olas que arrasaron las zonas costeras de 11 países del sudeste asiático.


Según investigadores japoneses, dos enormes tsunamis barrieron todo lo que encontraron a su paso en dirección este y oeste, perpendiculares a la falla que, a lo largo de mil kilómetros y con una orientación norte-sur, va desde la placa tectónica australiana hasta la eurasiática.


A su vez, los servicios de guardacostas nipones informaron que los efectos del maremoto y sus tsunamis llegaron a sentirse en la base de Showa, en la Antártica, a ocho mil 900 kilómetros del epicentro del sismo, localizado en las costas indonesias.


El saldo de muertos se calcula en más de 250 mil personas, aunque aún decenas de miles permanecen desaparecidas.


http://www.vtv.gov.ve/
PNUMA: medio ambiente degradado aumentó devastación del maremoto de Asia
La devastación que causó el maremoto del pasado diciembre en Asia fue mayor en las zonas con daños medioambientales, donde ni corales ni vegetación pudieron actuar como barreras ante las olas gigantes, según un informe hecho público en Nairobi.

"Una de las conclusiones clave es que los ecosistemas costeros protegen a las personas", dijo Pasi Rinne, responsable del Grupo de Trabajo del Tsunami del Programa de la ONU para el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA), que ha elaborado el documento. 

Según el informe, "Sri Lanka ofrece una de las mejores pruebas de cómo los ecosistemas costeros intactos, con corales en buen estado, actúan de para-choque ante oleajes agresivos".

"La mayor parte de los parques nacionales de Yala y Bundala se salvaron del daño porque la vegetación de la costa y las dunas pararon por completo el 'tsunami'", añade, mientras que "las zonas costeras más dañadas fueron áreas mineras donde el corales estaban en muy mal estado".

En Somalia, donde 650 kilómetros de costa se vieron afectados por el maremoto, el informe apunta a que el impacto fue mayor "debido a que los manglares habían sido talados para utilizar la leña o como material de construcción".

El informe "Después del Tsunami" afirma que hay muchas lecciones que se pueden extraer para la reconstrucción de los países afectados por el maremoto. 

"Una de las prioridades debe ser la reforestación de la primera línea de costa, de modo que los árboles puedan absorber la energía de futuros 'tsunamis'", señala el documento. 

"La construcción de edificios y otras infraestructuras debe hacerse en zonas menos vulnerables para proteger a la población no sólo de 'tsunamis' sino de huracanes, inundaciones y otros fenómenosmeteorológicos extremos", dijo por su parte el director ejecutivo del PNUMA, Klaus Toepfer. 

El informe fue presentado durante reunión bianual del Consejo de Gobierno del PNUMA, que se celebra hasta el viernes en la capital keniana, sede de la organización, con la presencia de más de cien ministros de Medio Ambiente de todo el mundo. 

La reunión centrará sus sesiones en analizar estrategias de recuperación tras el "tsunami" de Asia y la importancia del medio ambiente para lograr los Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio, una serie de metas fijadas para el año 2015 y que incluyen reducir a la mitad la pobreza, aumentar el acceso al agua potable y lograr una educación primaria universal.
__________________________________________________________________________

ROE MEDIA UPDATES – 24 February 2005

Libération, 24 février : Biodiversité. La zone avait été asséchée par Saddam Hussein.


Peu à peu, les marais d'Irak retrouvent l'eau et la vie

Le jardin d'Eden reverdira-t-il ? Pour une fois, des nouvelles en provenance d'Irak sont de bon augure. Près de 20 % des marais de Mésopotamie, asséchés par le régime de Saddam Hussein, étaient de nouveau en eau il y a un an, sans doute beaucoup plus aujourd'hui. C'est ce qu'a indiqué le chercheur Curtis Richardson lors de la conférence annuelle de l'Association américaine pour la promotion de la science, et dans un article à paraître cette semaine. 

Dès la fin de la guerre, la population a commencé à ouvrir les écluses et percer les digues. La nature reprend peu à peu ses droits, laissant présager le retour des populations exilées. Les Nations unies ont investi une dizaine de millions de dollars pour restaurer les marais et fournir des équipements sanitaires à la population pour limiter la pollution. De son côté, le gouvernement américain finance le travail des scientifiques sur le terrain.

http://www.liberation.fr/page.php?Article=277957
____________________________________________________________________________________
ROWA NEWS BRIEFING – 24 February 2005

UAE

Draft law proposes jail, fine

A referral law on disposal of hazardous medical waste has been drafted to protect people and the environment in Arab countries from the hazards of such waste, a senior official has revealed. 

In an exclusive interview with Khaleej Times on the sidelines of the 10th meeting of the Advisory Technical Committee for Health Legislations of Arab Health Ministers of the Arab League that ended recently in the capital, Khalid Sharif Mohammed, Director of Legal Affairs Bureau at the UAE Ministry of Health, said that the 12-article law stipulates that violators would face jail sentences or fined according to the punishment set out by the law.

Elaborating on the proposed legislation, Khalid said the provisions of the law stipulate that facilities have to separate hazardous medical waste from other types of wastes, and the hazardous waste should be packed in cases or containers as specified by the executive statute.

http://www.khaleejtimes.com/Displayarticle.asp?section=theuae&xfile=data/theuae/2005/february/theuae_february660.xml
Jordan

Environment Ministry to follow up on Kyoto protocol projects

The Ministry of Environment will work to achieve the maximum benefit from financing and environmental development opportunities made available after the Kyoto protocol, which Jordan is a party to, became legally binding at 0500 GMT on Feb. 16. 

The protocol seeks to cut greenhouse gas emissions, which are at least partly responsible for global warming — the rise in global temperatures, which could have a disastrous effect on the earth. 

Minister of Environment Yousef Shureiqi said developing nations have the right of access to safe and environment-friendly technology and compensation for social and cultural effects experienced due to climate instabilities that result from global warming. 

The protocol demands a 5.2 per cent cut in greenhouse gas emissions from industrialised nations between 2008 and 2012. 

To date, 141 countries, accounting for 55 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions, have ratified the treaty. 

However, the US, the world's largest polluter, decided not to sign the treaty in 2001, arguing that it would be too expensive and the treaty was fatally flawed because large developing countries like India, China and Brazil are not required to meet targets at this point. 

http://www.jordantimes.com/Thu/homenews/homenews4.htm
____________________________________________________________________________________
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UNEP in the news

UNEP Council discusses polythene pollution menace

Nairobi, Kenya (PANA) - Nobel Peace Laureate Wangari Maathai has supported a plan by Kenya to ban the use of polythene shopping bags and impose heavy penalties on plastic products manufacturing plants distributing the environmental pollutant. The ban was proposed by a report compiled by two public policy think-tanks in Kenya - the National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA) and the Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA) - who also advocate stiffer levies for plastic bags pollution. Speaking during day three of the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP) Governing Council meeting here Wednesday, Wangari said Africans should revert to their traditional lifestyle that promoted the use of sisal shopping bags and baskets. Wangari, who is also Kenya's assistant environment minister, said the rise in malaria infections across Africa was due to the plastic bags menace, which blocks gutters and drains, chokes animals and threatens the survival of marine life, especially the endangered species. "The bags are discarded after a one trip shopping spree and end up filled with rainwater, offering an ideal breeding ground for the malaria-carrying mosquitoes," said Wangari, the 2004 Nobel Laureate. The report by KIPPRA and NEMA, launched at the ongoing Governing Council being attended by some 100 ministers of environment from across the globe, was compiled by the two agencies with the help of UNEP. UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the study was "comprehensive and thoughtful", providing possible solutions to Kenya's waste handling problems. "This is not just a problem for this country. Wastes are increasing problems everywhere, particularly in developing countries. The lessons learnt from these countries are that they change behaviour and generate income for the environmentally friendly ways of dealing with rubbish," he noted.http://www.panapress.com/newslat.asp?code=eng073597&dte=23/02/2005
UN Environmental Agency Takes On Your Neighbourhood Plastic Bag

UN News Service (New York): The United Nations environmental agency today took on the ubiquitous flimsy plastic shopping bag, launching a children's book that alerts communities to the menace of discarded plastic and welcoming a Kenyan report that proposes a ban on the flimsier bag and slap a hefty levy on thicker ones. "This is not just a problem for this country. Wastes are an increasing problem everywhere, particularly in developing countries," UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the agency's Governing Council in Nairobi, the Kenyan capital, attended by over 100 environment ministers. According to the report, funded by UNEP and Kenya's National Environment Management Authority (NEMA), the bags - many so thin they are simply thrown away after one trip from the shops - block gutters and drains, choke farm animals and marine wildlife, pollute the soil as they gradually break down and can fill with rainwater offering ideal and new breeding grounds for malaria-carrying mosquitoes. A ban on bags less than 30 microns thick and the levy on thicker ones are among a raft of proposals aimed at reducing the use of polythene bags and providing funds for alternative, more environmentally-friendly carriers such as cotton or sisel bags and for effective recycling schemes. An estimated 4,000 tons of thin plastic bags are produced each month in Kenya. Operating the plastic bag levy could become a blue-print for similar schemes aimed at the rising tide of other wastes confronting Kenya and countries across Africa and the developing world, UNEP said. Mr. Toepfer today also launched Theo and the Giant Plastic Ball [pdf], the second book in a UNEP series which aims to inspire caring for the Earth through creative literature that sparks the interest and awareness of children, their parents and teachers. In it a boy called Theo alerts communities to the menace of discarded plastic bags by collecting and rolling them into a giant ball. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502230812.html
Reduce Use of Plastic Bags, Urges Prof Maathai

The Nation (Nairobi): Nobel Peace laureate Wangari Maathai yesterday urged the public to use plastic bags sparingly because they were a danger to the environment. She called for increased use, in stead, of cotton or sisal bags. "I'm not saying we don't use plastics at all," she explained. "What I mean is that we should reduce their usage, re-use, recycle and repair. Speaking on arrival from Japan, she said: "Better still, we can use baskets or bags made from sisal or cotton that are biodegradable," Many African countries were grappling with the plastics menace which required aggressive public awareness campaigns and strong political will to fight She said: "I'd like to call upon all of us to observe the four Rs - Reduce, Re-use, Recycle and Repair. In Japan they have one word for that: Mottainai encourages people to reduce waste." She displayed a kiondo (sisal bag) that, she said, was a good alternative to plastic bags. Nearly 100 million plastic bags are being handed out each year by supermarkets alone, according to a study by the National Environment Management Authority (Nema), the Kenya Institute of Public Policy Research and Analysis (Kipra) and UNEP. An estimated 4,000 tonnes of the thin plastic bags are produced each month in Kenya, mainly for shopping and for such products as bread. UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer said the organisation would team up with the Government and Nema to make Nairobi clean. NEMA Director-general Ratemo Michieka said he was working with the Kenya Association of Manufacturers to see how best to curb the menace. Prof Maathai is expected to attend the ongoing 23rd UNEP governing council meeting at its Gigiri world headquarters, Nairobi. About 100 environment ministers from all over the world are attending the meeting, that ends tomorrow. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502231010.html
Plastic Bag Ban in Kenya Proposed as Part of New Waste Strategy

United Nations Environment Program (Nairobi)-PRESS RELEASE http://allafrica.com/stories/200502230839.html
UN Warns of Nuclear Wastes in Somalia Waters

The East African Standard (Nairobi): The environmental impact of the deadly Asian Tsunami was laid bare yesterday as it emerged that it stirred up nuclear and hazardous waste deposits dumped in the Somalia coastline. Fears were also expressed that the situation in the war-torn Somalia poses "a very serious environmental hazard" to the east African countries following possible contamination of the environment by radioactive waste. There are worries too that the tsunami may have impacted negatively on the mangroves and coastal vegetation, coral reefs, surface and ground water, soils, marine and coastal environment. In a new assessment report released two days ago, the United Nations revealed that contamination from these waste deposits has caused serious health and environmental problems to fishing communities in Somalia's affected areas. "Many people in Somalia's impacted areas are complaining of unusual health problems including acute respiratory infections, mouth bleeds and skin conditions," the report released at the UNEP’s 23rd Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum where some 100 environment ministers have gathered for their annual talks says. Tsunami winds blowing inland villages has also caused other health problems like dry heavy coughing, abdominal haemorrhages, unusual skin chemical reactions, and sudden death after inhaling toxic materials, UNEP added. The report "After the Tsunami- Rapid Environment Assessment" said nuclear and hazardous waste had for long been dumped in beaches around North Hobyo (South Mudug) and Warsheik, south of Benadir igniting catastrophic environmental concerns following the Tsunami wave." The report released by the UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer blamed the huge human environmental impacts to Somalia to the lack of proper central government and associated civil war. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502230913.html
General Environment News

NEP Leaders Reject State Report On Dump Sites

The East African Standard (Nairobi): Leaders in North Eastern Province yesterday rejected recent findings by Government experts disputing the alleged existence of a nuclear dump site in the region. The rejected the inter-ministerial report that failed to find traces of radioactive materials at oil exploration sites. Locals had attributed an upsurge of cancer-related ailments to radioactivity. Garissa Mayor Siyad Osman who spoke on behalf of the leaders said residents strongly believed that leakeage of radioactive materials from the sites had escalated cases of throat and stomach cancers locally over the last decade. He alleged that many residents succumbed to cancer of the oesophagus during the period after being exposed to toxic waste left at twelve oil exploration sites in Northern Kenya. Osman added that hundreds of livestock had also died after consuming water from boreholes within range of the sites. Former Garissa County Council Chairman Dekow Salah echoed similar sentiments and said people who worked with foreign companies in the late 80s were ready to give evidence to back the allegations of hazardous substances buried at the dumping sites. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502230914.html
Plastic Paper Recycling Project Lunched

Cameroon Tribune (Yaoundé: A two-week workshop with a world environmentalists from Benin as trainer ended in Yaounde recently. The Yaounde branch of the Bafut Women Cultural Association (BAWCA) has lunched a project to collect and recycle waste plastic in the country. The project that began with a two-week training programme for trainers is intended to promote creativity among interested groups across the country on the recycling of plastic paper. According to the coordinator of the project, Mrs. Yvonne Ngwa, besides using the initiative to enable women EARN a living for themselves, it will also contribute to environmental cleanliness. http://allafrica.com/stories/200502230393.html
 Fire Wood to Remain Main Source of Energy

The Monitor (Kampala): Biomass energy will remain Uganda's source of energy in rural areas even if the government policy on Rural Electrification Programme succeeds. Speaking at an advocacy workshop on the reduction of Indoor Air Pollution in East Africa, the Commissioner for Energy in the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Development, Eng. Paul Mubiru, said the use of electricity for cooking in the rural areas is unachievable in Uganda and most African countries. "Biomass accounts for 93 percent of Uganda's energy source in the rural areas. It will remain the main source of energy for cooking even if Rural Electrification Programme succeeds," he said. Mubiru said the way forward is to plant more trees and improve the end use of the biomass energy through appropriate technologies, which are efficient and affordable by the local people. He said the ministry of Energy and Mineral Development is only responsible for good energy policies, which encourage exploration of new methods of utilizing the available energy resources effeciently. The use of firewood for cooking accounts for about 83 percent in Sub-Saharan Africa. Rural Electrification programme, among other things aims at introducing and popularising the use of hydroelectricity in the rural areas.

http://allafrica.com/stories/200502230938.html
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UN Daily News – 23 February 2005
In the headlines:

• 
Security Council to consider Annan's action plan on ending child soldier recruitment

• 
UN emergency teams on ground in earthquake-stricken Iranian region

• 
Top UN envoy meets with man who could be Iraq's new prime minister

• 
Aid workers released a day after Darfur rebels detain them, UN in Sudan says

• 
Despite progress, none of needed goals in Kosovo has been fulfilled – UN report

• 
Timor-Leste making progress but foreign help still crucial, Annan reports

• 
2005 is year for action on new global collective security – Annan

• 
Global aid, biosecurity vital to stop bird flu becoming human pandemic – UN

• 
Asian Development Bank joins UN agency in fighting HIV/AIDS in Asia-Pacific

• 
Senior UN officials in Ethiopia urge donors to note urgency of humanitarian needs

• 
UN panel says multilateral approach needed to keep nuclear arms from terrorists

• 
Tsunami must be preventive wake-up call, like Titanic a century ago – UN agency

Security Council to consider Annan's action plan on ending child soldier recruitment 

23 February - Acknowledging the need for a monitoring and reporting mechanism to track the recruitment of child soldiers and other children's rights violations, the United Nations Security Council today said it has started considering the proposal for such an instrument from Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 

In a statement read by Foreign Minister Rogatien Biaou of Benin, which holds the Council presidency for February, at the end of a day-long debate the 15-member body said it was working on a new resolution to "take forward the implementation of its previous resolutions." 

It reiterated "its intention to complete expeditiously the process of the establishment of the mechanism" and said it would ensure compliance and end impunity. 

The new resolution would be aimed at "ending the recruitment or use of child soldiers in violation of applicable international law and other violations and abuses committed against children affected by armed conflict situations, and promoting their reintegration and rehabilitation." 

It did not make clear whether it would impose sanctions or "targeted measures" against those who recruited children, a key request made earlier in the day by Olara Otunnu, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict (CAAC). 

He made his remarks during a special Council session convened to review the problems facing child victims of wars and his third report on the situation. 

The situation of vulnerable children has improved in just a few years, mainly under Security Council leadership, Mr. Otunnu said, but too many of them were still being brutalized by parties to conflicts, with UN field representatives complaining of lack of security, access, cooperation and, especially, an organized and functioning mechanism for monitoring and reporting at the country level. 

"The Council has on previous occasions expressed its intention to take concrete and targeted measures against these (offending) parties. It is most important that the Council make good on its promise on this occasion. On that depends the credibility of this exercise," he said. 

"The targeted measures should include the imposition of travel restrictions on leaders and their exclusion from any governance structures and amnesty provisions, the imposition of arms embargoes, a ban on military assistance and restriction on the flow of financial resources to the parties concerned." 

He suggested that the Council establish a committee to review any sanctions imposed to protect children exposed to conflict, demand that the parties named prepare time-bound action plans to end their violations and put the recommended monitoring and reporting mechanism into operation expeditiously. 

Listing an offending party, whether a Government or a rebel, was to ensure accountability of a "specific, identifiable and identified entity," not a broad or non-specific category of offenders, Mr. Otunnu said. 

The LTTE of Sri Lanka, named in this year's report, notified him in a letter he received just yesterday of "their readiness to enter into dialogue, using the framework of the monitoring and reporting mechanism," he said. 

He called on the LTTE leadership to embark immediately on tangible actions, leading to a time-bound action plan to end, once and for all, the practices of recruitment, abductions and use of children as soldiers. 

Mr. Otunnu concluded his remarks by reciting from a Bob Marley song, "Hear the children cryin'." 

Meanwhile, the Deputy Executive Director of the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF), Rima Salah, told the Council the agency "already has in place sophisticated monitoring and reporting tools for a variety of sectors, including health education, water and sanitation and, in some countries, on conflict-related child rights abuses, such as abductions and recruitment of child soldiers." 

To improve this expertise and apply it globally, UNICEF would need cooperation from Governments, assurance of security for staff and whistle-blowers, and appropriate guidance, methodology and data collection tools, as well as funding for training staff and other workers in the field, Mr. Salah said. 

More than 30 speakers addressed the Council, including its 15 members. 

UN emergency teams on ground in earthquake-stricken Iranian region 

23 February - Emergency United Nations teams are in southwest Iran discussing with the country's authorities the need for international assistance after an earthquake measuring 6.4 on the Richter killed at least 430 people and injured 900 others yesterday. 

"Our priority at this stage is to find out what the needs are on the ground, particularly regarding women and children," said UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) country representative Kari Egge, who was travelling in the area at the time and went immediately to the site, where she saw a whole village completely wiped out. 

"Here in the village of Dohan all the houses have been completely destroyed. It is cold and rainy so supplies such as shelter, food, water and blankets are essential," she added. 

A World Health Organization (WHO) field team is also in Zarand, the main town in the area, while technical staff are providing support for disease surveillance teams. 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has been informed that weather conditions in the region are difficult, with heavy snowfall resulting in a number of road blockages. 

UNICEF is working very closely with the Iranian Red Crescent Society and the Iranian authorities to assess the emergency response. The Red Crescent has already sent supplies of tents, blankets and food, and temporary accommodation is being provided for those in need in Zarand. The Iranian authorities have made no official request for assistance from international organizations. 

The agency's team – comprising an emergency coordinator, a child protection officer, a water and sanitation officer and a health officer – made their way to the stricken area from Bam, scene of an earthquake 14 months ago which killed more than 30,000 people. 

According to reports, more than 30,000 people are affected and at least three villages have been more than 90 per cent destroyed. 

Top UN envoy meets with man who could be Iraq's new prime minister 

23 February - The top United Nations envoy to Iraq today met with the man who could be the country's next Prime Minister to discuss political developments in Iraq ahead of the convening of the new Transitional National Assembly and the world body's role in supporting the political process following last month's elections. 

Continuing his talks across the full political spectrum, Secretary-General Kofi Annan's Special Representative Ashraf Qazi met with Interim Vice-President Ibrahim Ja'fari, nominated as Transitional Prime Minister by the United Iraqi Coalition, which won 140 of the 275 seats in the Transitional Assembly elected on 30 January. 

Mr. Qazi held similar talks with representatives of the Kurdish list that won over 75 seats, including Interim Vice-President Rouch Nouri Shaways, Interim Deputy Prime Minister Barham Saleh and Interim Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zabari. 

The envoy stressed that the UN stands ready to support Iraqis in writing a new constitution, the major task before the Assembly, if requested, in implementation of its mandate under Security Council resolution 1546 to promote national dialogue and consensus building. 

Aid workers released a day after Darfur rebels detain them, UN in Sudan says 

23 February - Seven Sudanese aid workers operating in the war-torn Darfur region have been released after rebels detained them for 24 hours earlier this week, the United Nations Advance Mission to the country (UNAMIS) said today as it reported continuing insecurity in the region. 

The seven workers, all Sudanese nationals, for Catholic Relief Services and their vehicles were detained in West Darfur state by members of the rebel National Movement for Reform and Development (NMRD) after they distributed food there on Monday. 

UNAMIS reported that the workers were released yesterday with the help of the African Union (AU), but the NMRD still had the vehicles. 

The incident follows the 24-hour detention of four aid workers in North Darfur state on the weekend by members of the rebel Sudan Liberation Army (SLA). Those four workers were released on Sunday. 

Most estimates suggest at least 70,000 people have been killed since the conflict in Darfur, a vast and impoverished region on Sudan's western flank, began in early 2003. About 1.65 million people are internally displaced and another 200,000 others live as refugees in neighbouring Chad. 

Meanwhile, the mission also reported that the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, held constructive meetings yesterday in Rumbek with John Garang, chairman of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM), about setting up a UN peace-support mission in southern Sudan following the end of the civil war in that region. 

Mr. Pronk has headed to Germany to hold talks with Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer and other senior officials. 

Despite progress, none of needed goals in Kosovo has been fulfilled – UN report 

23 February - While noteworthy concrete steps have been taken in some areas in Kosovo, none of eight necessary standards have yet been fulfilled in moving the United-Nations-administered province forward towards final status talks, including building trust between majority ethnic Albanians and minority Serbs, according to the latest UN report. 

"While work on the standards has intensified and some elements of the Kosovo Standards Implementation Plan have been completed, progress in many areas remained insufficient," Secretary-General Kofi Annan says of the goals in areas such as democratic institutions, minority rights and an impartial legal system. 

"None of the eight standards has been completely fulfilled," he adds of the moves, seen as a crucial step on the road to determining the final status of Kosovo, which the UN has run since the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) drove out Yugoslav troops amid grave human rights abuses in fighting between Albanians and Serbs in 1999. 

"It cannot be overemphasized that forward momentum depends on the Provisional Institutions (local government), political leaders and people from all communities actually delivering real progress on the standards," Mr. Annan says in the report to the Security Council, stressing the need for results in all areas that benefit all people in Kosovo where Albanians outnumber other communities, mainly Serbs, by about 9 to 1. 

He notes that his Special Representative, Søren Jessen-Petersen, and Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj have prioritized those actions within the standards most affecting minority communities, including elements from every area that will consolidate a multi-ethnic Kosovo. 

"However, there were no indications during the (three-month) reporting period whether the policies adopted will be fully implemented and, to the extent that they are, whether they will diminish Kosovo Serb unwillingness to engage in the Provisional Institutions," he adds. Serb participation in elections last October was very poor. 

He notes that security for minorities has improved since last March when, in the worst violence since the UN took over, an onslaught by Albanians to drive out Serb, Roma and Ashkali communities led to 19 people being killed, nearly 1,000 injured and hundreds of homes and centuries-old Serbian cultural sites razed or burned. 

But freedom of movement remained precarious, Kosovo Serbs in particular continued to consider themselves at risk and "their reluctance to leave their communities, or to interact with members of the majority community (and vice versa), is widening an already deep ethnic divide," he writes. 

"The Government has not taken sufficient action to punish ethnically targeted crime, to put in place a system to monitor and censure violations of the language laws, and to promote a culture of human rights and tolerance, especially among Kosovo's youth," he says, underlining the minority communities' low trust in the system and their marginal involvement in the political process and senior levels of the civil service. 

He notes the Serbian Government's opposition to meaningful Kosovo Serb engagement and calls on Kosovo Serbs to engage in a constructive way and on the Serbian authorities to encourage this. 

"The majority community needs to create a climate in which members of minority communities, and in particular the Kosovo Serbs, feel confident they can return and remain in Kosovo," he concludes. "Moreover, the Serbian authorities must encourage this process since it is in the direct interest of Serbs in Kosovo." 

Timor-Leste making progress but foreign help still crucial, Annan reports 

23 February - Although Timor-Leste has made progress in establishing state institutions, international assistance will be crucial for the country's long-term security and stability beyond the expiration in May of the current United Nations mission's mandate, Secretary-General Kofi Annan says in a report recommending that a scaled-down operation be maintained for another year. 

The Timorese authorities will continue to require assistance for border management and control, the development of a professional police service and of critical institutions, and the observance of democratic governance and human rights, Mr. Annan writes in his report to the Security Council on the UN Mission of Support for East Timor (UNMISET). 

"The achievements that the people of Timor-Leste have made in building their own country in the short period since 1999 are truly remarkable. Nevertheless, the need to continue to support Timorese institution-building efforts remains critical, so as to protect the gains made until now," he says. 

"A premature termination of the tasks described above may jeopardize those very achievements as well as the significant investment that the international community has made in Timor-Leste since 1999." 

The reconfigured mission would run until 20 May 2006 and include 35 military liaison officers, down from 42, and 40 police trainers, down from the current 157. The number of civilian advisers would also be reduced, to 45 from 58, while the mission would have 10 human rights officers, down from the current 14. 

The Secretary-General notes that the 12-month time period could be shortened if, within that time frame, bilateral and multilateral arrangements are identified to assume the critical responsibilities currently performed by UNMISET. At the same time, the number of personnel in the downsized mission could be further reduced when persons provided under those arrangements become available to take over those tasks. 

2005 is year for action on new global collective security – Annan 

23 February - From keeping weapons of mass destruction out of the hands of terrorists to combating the proliferation of small arms, the world must seize the opportunity this year to adapt the global collective security system to the transformed global security environment, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said today. 

"I hope that this year of all years, you are all coming equipped with a great deal of vision and bold thinking. For this year is a highly important one in the life of our Organization," he told his Advisory Board on Disarmament at UN Headquarters in New York, noting that it marked the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II and the founding of the UN. 

For six decades disarmament has been a key item on the UN agenda but "this year is also one in which we must think ahead, and help plant the seeds of long-term global security," he said, adding that next month he will put before Member States the most far-reaching international security reform in the life of the UN, based on the proposals from the 16-member High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change. 

"The message is simple: our global security environment has been transformed, and our global collective security system, including the United Nations, must be transformed too," he declared. 

"Like many of you, I am convinced that efforts to prevent nuclear proliferation must go hand in hand with progress in nuclear disarmament. And we all share serious concerns at the prospect of terrorist groups' developing, acquiring or using weapons of mass destruction, and their means of delivery," he added. 

A major challenge is to prevent nuclear technology and materials from being diverted to covert and illegal weapons programmes while ensuring the legitimate rights of States parties to the 35-year-old Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) to peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

Mr. Annan added that it is crucial that the surge of initiatives aimed at curbing the proliferation of small arms lead to real progress on the ground. "That momentum must be sustained," he said. "We must work to conclude multilateral instruments on key issues such as marking, tracing, brokering and transfer of small arms as soon as possible." 

Global aid, biosecurity vital to stop bird flu becoming human pandemic – UN 

23 February - International aid, strict biosecurity measures throughout the poultry production chain and heightened public awareness are crucial to preventing bird flu, now rife in Asian countries, from mutating into a global influenza human pandemic, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) warned today. 

“There is an increasing risk of avian influenza spread that no poultry keeping country can afford to ignore,” the Director of FAO’s Animal Production and Health Division, Samuel Jutzi, told a regional conference in Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam, of the H5N1 virus, which has infected more than 50 people, over three dozen fatally, and led to the deaths or culling of nearly 140 million birds in the past year. 

“The disease could, in the worst case, lead to a new global human influenza pandemic,” he said. The so-called Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-20, which is not related to the current virus, is thought to have killed between 20 million and 40 million people worldwide. 

“Our objective is to protect human health – locally and internationally – and to promote food security – and our strategy is to control the disease at source,” Mr. Jutzi added, urging that transmission in free-range chickens and wetland dwelling ducks be addressed to curb the virus before it spreads to other parts of the world. 

“Affected countries need more help to search for infection and conduct analysis. Veterinary services also need access to better tools for diagnosis and disease control, including vaccines that are efficient, cost-effective and safe,” he said, calling for urgent international aid to help Asian countries “get on top of this current serious situation.” 

He also said some traditional practices such as drinking raw duck blood need to be changed to prevent further human infection. 

FAO noted that the recent outbreaks had devastated many local economies, especially in rural communities that depend on poultry for their subsistence, leaving many farmers in deep debt. Total Asian poultry farm losses in 2004 are estimated at more than $10 billion, according to Oxford Economic Forecasting. 

Mr. Jutzi warned that bird flu will probably persist for many years in some affected countries with wild birds, particularly ducks, considered natural hosts of the virus. But current evidence suggests trade in live poultry, mixing of avian species on farms and at live bird markets, and poor biosecurity in poultry production contribute much more to disease spread than wild bird movements. 

FAO advises against destruction of wild birds and their habitats as such practice is unlikely to contribute significantly to disease control and is inappropriate from a wildlife conservation viewpoint. 

The three-day conference is jointly organized by FAO and the 167-member inter-governmental World Animal Health Organization (OIE) in collaboration with the UN World Health Organization (WHO), and hosted by the Government of Viet Nam. 

Asian Development Bank joins UN agency in fighting HIV/AIDS in Asia-Pacific 

23 February - The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) and the Asian Development Bank have agreed to work together to strengthen the fight against the disease in the Asian and Pacific regions by involving the leaders of various sectors and generating additional funds for prevention and treatment. 

According to the ADB, it will also sign an agreement today with the Government of Sweden to set up an international trust fund at the Bank, with Sweden donating the first $14.3 million. 

At the signing Monday of the memorandum of understanding between the ADB and UNAIDS, the agency's chief Peter Piot said, "As AIDS becomes increasingly part of our lives, the response to the epidemic should be part of the core business of every institution dedicated to poverty alleviation and economic and social development. In Asia and the Pacific ADB is stepping up to the responsibility and taking a leading role." 

ADB President Haruhiko Kuroda called AIDS "a human tragedy and a real and growing threat to the economic prosperity of the Asia and Pacific region," with an average of 5.6 million people being impoverished by the disease every year until 2015 in just four of the regional member countries. 

By 2015 Governments are to give their assessment at the UN of how far they have gone in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of reducing extreme poverty, universalizing basic education, combating major communicable disease, promoting gender equality, improving maternal and child health, ensuring environmental sustainability and developing a global partnership for socio-economic development. 

AIDS would negate a portion of the poverty reduction efforts in these countries, Mr. Kuroda said. 

"As a broad-based development institution focused on poverty alleviation, ADB cannot ignore this threat, nor can we simply leave it to others to address," he said. 

The ADB has approved the allocation of 2 per cent of the Asian Development Fund's resources, or $140 million, as grants to fight communicable diseases in the region, especially HIV/AIDS. 

Meanwhile, the Steering Committee of the 33-member Asia Pacific Leadership Forum on HIV/AIDS and Development (APLF) met last week in Papua New Guinea, currently with the highest HIV prevalence in the Pacific of 0.6 per cent, or 16,000 adults, UNAIDS said. 

The two-day meeting resolved to increase the focus on the challenges from the disease through individual and collective action. 

Senior UN officials in Ethiopia urge donors to note urgency of humanitarian needs 

23 February - With food stocks running dangerously low in Ethiopia, the United Nations representatives there have called on Governments wishing to donate humanitarian aid to the Horn of Africa country to make firm pledges to the joint humanitarian appeal "as soon as possible." 

Government representatives should "convey to their capitals the urgency of the situation for food and non-food assistance," the UN Country Team said in a statement released today. 

The 2005 Joint Humanitarian Appeal for Ethiopia was launched on 23 December 2004 and seeks 387,482 tons of food valued at approximately $159 million for the estimated 2.2 million needy people. Another $112 million of non-food assistance is needed to meet emergency humanitarian needs for the year, the Country Team said, noting that the food needs were now only 30 per cent funded and the non-food needs almost not at all. 

New crises and hot spots have also increased the necessity for emergency aid since the appeal's launch. 

Continued drought and loss of livestock in several zones in the Afar region have placed more people in need of assistance, while conflicts between the Oromos and Somalis at the border with Somalia have created internal displacement, the UN Country Team said. 

UN panel says multilateral approach needed to keep nuclear arms from terrorists 

23 February - Multilateral control of the world’s civil nuclear fuel cycle is essential for curbing “burgeoning and alarmingly well organized nuclear supply networks” and preventing such materials from falling into the hands of terrorists, according to a report commissioned by the United Nations atomic watchdog agency. 

“The decades-long nuclear non-proliferation effort is under threat,” says the study, Multilateral Approaches to the Nuclear Fuel Cycle, commissioned last June after the Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, suggested that wide dissemination of the most sensitive parts of the nuclear fuel cycle could be the “Achilles’ heel” of the non-proliferation regime. 

Such threats come from regional arms races, non-nuclear weapon states in breach of or in non-compliance with safeguards accords, and incomplete application of export controls required by the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). 

But they also arise “from burgeoning and alarmingly well organized nuclear supply networks, and from the increasing risk of acquisition of nuclear or other radioactive materials by terrorist and other non-State entities,” according to the report, drawn up by an expert group that included representatives from 26 countries. 

The study, examining the nuclear fuel cycle and multinational approaches, has been sent to the IAEA’s 138 Member States and will be more widely circulated, including to the Review Conference of 189 States party to the NPT in May. 

Multilateral approaches are “setting the nuclear agenda,” the group’s Chairman and former Head of IAEA Safeguards, Bruno Pellaud, told a news conference yesterday in Vienna, Austria, the IAEA’s headquarters. He urged concerted action among governments. 

“Such approaches are needed and worth pursuing, on both security and economic grounds,” he said, in summing up the group’s consensus. “A joint nuclear facility with multinational staff puts all participants under a greater scrutiny from peers and partners, a fact that strengthens non-proliferation and security. 

“Moreover, they have the potential to facilitate the continued use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes,” he added, noting that multilateral approaches are already followed in Europe and merit close consideration in South Asia and other regions. 

The report outlines five approaches to strengthen controls over fuel enrichment, reprocessing, spent fuel repositories and spent fuel storage, including reinforcing existing commercial market mechanisms through long-term contracts and transparent suppliers’ arrangements with government backing. Examples would be fuel leasing and fuel take-back offers, commercial offers to store and dispose of spent fuel, as well as commercial fuel banks. 

The proposals also include: developing international supply guarantees with IAEA participation; promoting voluntary conversion of existing facilities to multilateral nuclear approaches; and creating multinational, and in particular regional, approaches for new facilities based on joint ownership for uranium enrichment, fuel reprocessing and disposal and storage of spent fuel. 

Finally, the scenario of a further expansion of nuclear energy around the world might call for the development of a nuclear fuel cycle with stronger multilateral arrangements – by region or by continent – and for broader cooperation, involving the IAEA and the international community, the report said. 

Tsunami must be preventive wake-up call, like Titanic a century ago – UN agency 

23 February - December’s devastating Indian Ocean tsunami is as urgent a wake-up call for the world to get its already existing emergency communications systems in working order as the sinking of the Titanic was for instituting mandatory SOS monitoring a century ago, according to the United Nations telecommunications agency. 

“In emergency situations, telecommunication saves lives,” International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Secretary-General Yoshio Utsumi said last night in Geneva at a preparatory meeting for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), to be held in November in Tunis. Experts have said scores of thousands of lives could have been saved had an early-warning system been in effect in the Indian Ocean where the tsunami killed more than 200,000 people in a dozen countries on 26 December. 

There are striking similarities in the outpouring of humanity and the calls for the introduction of an early warning system in both the Titanic and tsunami disasters, ITU said. 

“In both instances the technology existed that might have prevented such a loss of life,” it noted in a news release. “In the case of the Titanic, the SOS messages sent by the Titanic’s radio operator went unheeded by ships that were within rescue distance because, at the time, it was not mandatory for ships at sea to monitor round-the-clock radiotelegraph broadcasts for distress signals. 

“This changed following the sinking of the Titanic, when political will and global standards were put in place to ensure that radio distress signals would be listened to every hour of every day. ITU expects the same result from the events of 26 December. As was the case almost a century ago, the information and communication technologies exist today that could have mitigated such an enormous loss of life,” it added. 

International agreements will be essential to make any early-warning system developed by the international community both practical and effective, including information flow between seismic data centres to authorities, authorities-to-authorities and authorities to citizens the time a warning of impending natural disaster comes in. 

Political will and international cooperation are vital, ITU said. “The loss of life from the sinking of the Titanic, however tragic, resulted in sea travel and transport becoming much safer for all. However, it appears the critical lessons from a century ago about the importance of technology in disaster prevention must be relearned if we are to use today’s infinitely more sophisticated telecommunication systems to make the world safer from disasters in this century.” 

ITU is providing $250,000 to help develop a national plan for emergency communications in Indonesia, the Maldives and Sri Lanka, among other goals. 

UN environmental agency takes on your neighbourhood plastic bag 

23 February - The United Nations environmental agency today took on the ubiquitous flimsy plastic shopping bag, launching a children’s book that alerts communities to the menace of discarded plastic and welcoming a Kenyan report that proposes a ban on the flimsiest versions of the bag and slap a hefty levy on thicker ones. 

“This is not just a problem for this country. Wastes are an increasing problem everywhere, particularly in developing countries,” UN Environment Programme (UNEP) Executive Director Klaus Toepfer told the agency’s Governing Council in Nairobi, the Kenyan capital, attended by over 100 environment ministers. 
According to the report, funded by UNEP and Kenya’s National Environment Management Authority (NEMA), the bags – many so thin they are simply thrown away after one trip from the shops – block gutters and drains, choke farm animals and marine wildlife, pollute the soil as they gradually break down and can fill with rainwater, offering ideal and new breeding grounds for malaria-carrying mosquitoes. 

A ban on bags less than 30 microns thick and the levy on thicker ones are among a raft of proposals aimed at reducing the use of polythene bags and providing funds for alternative, more environmentally-friendly carriers such as cotton or sisel bags and for effective recycling schemes. An estimated 4,000 tons of thin plastic bags are produced each month in Kenya. 
Operating the plastic bag levy could become a blue-print for similar schemes aimed at the rising tide of other wastes confronting Kenya and countries across Africa and the developing world, UNEP said. 

Mr. Toepfer today also launched Theo and the Giant Plastic Ball, the second book in a UNEP series which aims to inspire caring for the Earth through creative literature that sparks the interest and awareness of children, their parents and teachers.
In it a boy called Theo alerts communities to the menace of discarded plastic bags by collecting and rolling them into a giant ball. 

_____________________________________________________________________

24 February 2005

Daily Press briefing by the office of the spokesman for the Secretary-General

Following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Fred Eckhard, Spokesman for the Secretary-General.

Spokesman for the Secretary-General
Good afternoon.

**Security Council
The Security Council is holding an open meeting on Children and Armed Conflict.  Olara Otunnu, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, briefed on the Secretary-General’s latest report on the subject and outlined measures to take for the protection of children.  He concluded his remarks by reciting the Bob Marley song, or the lyrics to a Bob Marley song, “Hear the Children Cryin’”.

“The children are waiting”, Otunnu told the participants in the Security Council meeting, “they are waiting for the redemption songs from this Council.  I know you will not let them down.”

The meeting is being chaired by the Foreign Minister of Benin, Rogatien Biaou, in his capacity as the Security Council President for the month of February.

A presidential statement is expected at the end of the meeting and Mr. Otunnu will speak to the media at the stakeout position on the second floor.

Yesterday afternoon, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Kieran Prendergast delivered to the Security Council the periodic briefing on the situation in the Middle East.  He applauded Israeli and Palestinian leaders for their recent actions to revive the Middle East peace process, urging both sides to seize on this “year of opportunity” for peace.

He noted that since the recent summit at Sharm el-Sheikh, both the Israeli and the Palestinian leaders have taken action to keep up the momentum.  This includes, on the Palestinian side, the restructuring by President Mahmoud Abbas of the security services and the deployment of more than 1,000 security officers throughout Gaza.  On the Israeli side, Prendergast cited the release of more than 500 Palestinian prisoners and the decision to halt punitive demolitions of houses.  He called on the international community to provide political and financial support to the process.

Prendergast added that even as hopes are rekindled on the Israeli/Palestinian front, people around the Middle East were angered and outraged by the cold-blooded terror attack in Lebanon that took the life of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri and others.

Prendergast’s full speech is available.

Afterwards, Council members met in closed consultations to continue their discussions on the Middle East and then, under other matters, France introduced a draft resolution on Côte d’Ivoire.

**Iraq
The Secretary General’s Special Representative in Iraq, Ashraf Qazi, met today with Interim Vice-President Ibrahim Ja’fari.  Mr. Ja’fari has, as you know, been nominated for the post of Transitional Prime Minister by the United Iraqi Coalition, which won the majority of seats in the Transitional Assembly.  The talks focused on political developments in Iraq ahead of the convening of the Transitional National Assembly and the role the UN will play in supporting the political process in the post-election period.

Qazi held similar talks with representatives of the Kurdish List that won over 75 seats in the elections.  In talks with the group, which included Interim Vice-President Rouch Nouri Shaways, Interim Deputy Prime Minister Barham Saleh and Interim Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari, Qazi also stressed that the UN stands ready to support the Iraqis in the constitution-making process if asked by the Iraqi authorities, as stipulated by the Security Council.

**Sudan
The UN Mission in Sudan continues to receive reports of insecurity in Darfur, including the detention of relief workers.  Seven Sudanese staff members of one relief group were detained for 24 hours following food distribution Monday in west Darfur, before being released with assistance from the African Union.  Meanwhile, over the weekend, two international and two Sudanese members of one non-governmental organization were detained by SLA rebels, but they have since been released.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk, ended his visit to Rumbek, in southern Sudan, yesterday and he is now in Germany, where he is to meet with Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer and other senior officials.

**Iran
The UN Children’s Fund and the World Health Organization (WHO) have dispatched staff to areas affected by the earthquake that hit Zarand, in Iran’s Kerman province.  A WHO field team is currently visiting Zarand, while technical staff is providing support for disease surveillance teams.

Tuesday’s earthquake, which measured 6.4 on the Richter scale, has killed 430 and injured over 900.  The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs has been informed that weather conditions in the region are difficult, as there is heavy snowfall, resulting in a number of road blockades.

**Kosovo
The Secretary-General’s latest report on Kosovo has been posted on the Security Council’s web site.  It notes that, although tangible progress has been made, none of the eight standards which were laid out for Kosovo by the international community has been completely met.

Praising democratic structures and growing political maturity in Kosovo, the report also says that the security situation has remained stable since last June.  At the same time, however, it notes that Kosovo Serbs still consider themselves at risk, and that members of the majority community need to better engage them.

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Kosovo, Søren Jessen-Petersen, is presently in New York, and he will brief the Security Council on the report tomorrow morning.

**Timor-Leste
Although Timor-Leste has made progress in recent years in establishing state institutions, international assistance will be crucial for the country’s long-term security and stability beyond the expiration of the current UN Mission’s mandate this May 20, according to the Secretary-General.

In a report to the Security Council, he says the Timorese authorities will continue to require assistance for border management and control; the development of a professional police service and of critical institutions; and the observance of democratic governance and human rights.

Following analysis by transition working groups, the Secretary-General recommends, therefore, that a scaled-down UN Mission be maintained for a 12-month period, until 20 May 2006.  That Mission would include 35 military liaison officers, down from 42 at present, and 40 police officers, down from the current 157.  The number of civilian advisers would also be reduced, from 58 now to 45, while the Mission would have 10 human rights officers, down from the current 14.

As the Secretary-General writes, it is critical to support Timorese institution-building efforts, to protect the gains made until now.  We have copies of that report upstairs.

**Disarmament
The Secretary-General will meet with his Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters this afternoon and he will tell them that the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty faces serious challenges to its credibility.  The Treaty, which is marking its thirty-fifth year, will be reviewed in a conference this May.  The Secretary-General says he will urge States to agree soon on an agenda for that conference.  He is to tell the Advisory Board to give serious consideration to a proposal to raise the bar for inspection standards by establishing an additional protocol as the norm for verifying compliance with the Non-Proliferation Treaty.

**Deputy Secretary-General’s Travels
The Deputy Secretary-General, Louise Fréchette, is in Strasbourg, France, today, where she is scheduled to address the Foreign Affairs Committee of the European Parliament.  We will try to make her speech available to you, which will discuss UN reform.  And we expect to have that later this afternoon.  This evening, the Deputy Secretary-General will meet with the President of the European Parliament, Joseph Borrell Fontelles.

**Bird Flu
The World Health Organization today repeated its warning that bird flu constitutes a serious risk to humans.  The agency is also concerned by the risk that the virus will mutate into a form that can be transmitted from person to person, thus igniting a global flu epidemic.  The warning came at a regional meeting on bird flu, which opened today in Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam.

Also present at that meeting was a representative from the Food and Agriculture Organization, who called on the international community to help Asian countries tackle the virus.

For its part, the WHO is coordinating the preparation of flu vaccines, assisting with disease-surveillance efforts and helping countries to produce pandemic-preparedness plans.  We have more on that upstairs.

**Noon Guest Tomorrow
Finally, our guest at the noon briefing tomorrow will be Hania Zlotnik, the new Director of the Population Division, and she will be here to brief you on the “World Population Prospects – 2004 Revision”.

And in a just a minute, after your questions, I’m going to bring up Martina Clark, who is from UNICEF, a human resources officer.  She briefed the Secretary-General’s Cabinet this morning on the UN’s efforts to cope with education on HIV/AIDS and it was such an effective presentation I wanted her to talk with you as well.

So I’ll take your questions and then I’ll bring up Martina.

Edie?
**Questions and Answers
Question:  Fred, is there any time frame on the Secretary-General’s review of the Staff Union’s presentation regarding Dileep Nair in light of the fact that he’s due to retire in April?

Spokesman:  Well, I wouldn’t want to link those two things, but we received the latest list of specific charges against Mr. Nair’s Office by the Staff Council.  These all involved administrative matters and we are now studying them.

The Secretary-General told the Staff Council in writing that if they would submit their complaints in writing, that the head of the Personnel Department, Rosemary McCreery, would review those complaints with a representative of the Staff Council and then it would go to the Chief of Staff, Mark Malloch Brown, to decide whether or not to reopen the investigation.

So I believe that Rosemary McCreery plans to do that review with a representative of the Staff Council this week and then we’ll see how quickly Mark Malloch Brown deals with it, but I don’t expect that we would be dragging this out.

Any other questions?  If not, Martina, why don’t you come up.
Now I haven’t given her any time to prepare, so please be forgiving.  But I’m sure she’ll do very well.  Martina, please.

* *** *
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VOA - UN: Nuclear Waste Being Released on Somalia's Shores After Tsunami


Irish Health - Environment link to disease increase


Mail&Gaurdian online - Tsunami stirs up toxic waste on Somalia's shores


Kerala News - Natural barriers reduced Tsunami impact: UNEP:


Xinhua - UN report proposes plastic bag ban in Kenya


BBC - Kenya urged to ban plastic bags


UN News Centre - UN environmental agency takes on your neighbourhood plastic bag


ENS - Ministers From 100 Countries Tackle Environmental Threats


All Africa - Plastic Bag Ban in Kenya Proposed as Part of New Waste Strategy


Daily News - Tsunami-hit nations must heed environment in reconstructing: UNEP


E.A. Standard - UN warns of nuclear wastes in Somalia waters


Canberra Times (Australia) - HEADLINE: Nations face toxic legacy of tsunami


Africa News - HEADLINE: Environment;UN Environmental Agency Takes On Your Neighbourhood Plastic Bag


Planet Save Network - Coastlines already damaged by pollution suffered more from southeast Asian tsunami than those with healthy coral reefs, says U.N. official


Prensa Latina - Experts recommend Plastic Bags Out


Tribune de Genève - Awash in plastic, Kenya urged to ban flimsy shopping bags


New Kerala News - Climate change increases diseases: report:


News Scotsman - Heart Op in U.S. for Afghan Child


Malaria rückt näher -Durch den Klimawandel sind gefährliche Krankheiten auf dem Vormarsch, warnen Forscher. Darunter auch die Malaria


Frankfurter Rundschau - Tsunami hinterlässt Giftmüll an den Stränden Afrikas


taz, die tageszeitung - ÜBERSCHRIFT: Giftmüll aufgewirbelt; in kürze TSUNAMI-FOLGE IN SOMALIA


EPD (Evangelischer Pressedienst), - Töpfer: Küstenabschnitte nach Tsunami unbebaut lassen


taz, die tageszeitung - ÜBERSCHRIFT: Grüne fordern Reform der UNO
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